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VI  PREFACE. 

uitacquainted  with  the  nature  of  their  office)  are 
greatly  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  several  sub* 
jects  from  time  to  time  presented  to  their  atten- 
tion. 

The  collection  of  laws  relative  to  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  Bedford  Level,  compiled  by  the  late 
register,  Charles  Nalson  Cole,  Esq.*,  being  out 
of  print,  and  a  work  comprising  the  varied  infor- 
mation embraced  by  this  complicated  subject 
being  in  constant  requisition,  the  Author  deemed 
it  incumbent  upon  him,  particularly  considering 
his  appointment  in  the  corporation,  to  endeavour 
to  give  a  detail  of  the  several  plans  of  the  drain- 
age of  the  Fens,  and  the  origin  of  the  laws,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  cha- 
racters of  the  persons  to  whom  the  execution  of 
,^«)those  laws  was  originally  confided.  He  has  also 
attempted  to  describe  and  explain  the  numerous 
works  connected  with  the  general  drainage  of  the 
FenSf  the  means  of  their  support,  and  the  im- 

*  By  an  order  of  the  board,  made  many  years  since,  a  copy  of 
Cole*8  Laws  of  the  Bedford  Level,  with  copies  of  the  large  and 
small  Maps  of  the  Level,  are  presented  to  each  newly  elected  Mem- 
ber of  the  Board,  and  also  to  the  several  representatives  of  those 
comities  in  which  any  part  of  the  Bedford  Level  is  situated. 
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provement  effected  by  time  and  circumstanees, 
.in  a  country  llftle  known  in  proportion  to  its  ex- 
tent, and  its  importance  to  the  general  interests 
of  the  kingdom  at  large. 

The  early  history  of  the  Fens  will  ever  be  in- 
volved in  obscurity ;  nor  would  the  most  diligent 
.  search  amidst  the  libraries  of  antiquaries,  the  scarce 
chronicles  of  religious  houses,  the  early  records 
of  public  offices,  or  the  obsolete  statutes  and 
common  law  proceedings  of  the  realm,  lead  to  any 
satisfactory  result.  The  most  rigid  investigation 
would  terminate  only  in  conjecture.  That  many 
very  valuable  documents  were  lost  at  the  time  o£ 
•  the  dissolution  of  monasteries  (much  interested  in 
the  Fens),  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  and 
in  the  destructive  fire  of  London,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  Second,  is  beyond  all  doubt. 

The  records  of  the  Fen  Office  relate  exclusively 
to  the  transactions  of  the  adventurers,  subsequent 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  first  undertaking  by 
Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  under  the  Lynn  law, 
passed  in  1631. 

Two  hundred  years  have  elapsed  since  tfeto  first 
undertaking  of  the  drainage  by  that  illustrious 
nobleman ;  and  a  period  of  scarcely  less  duration, 
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sii^pe  the  unparalleled  exertions  of  William  Duke 
of  Bedford,  his  incomparable  soft  and  successor. 
The  author  marvels  much  that  so  many  ages 
should  have  passed  away  without  producing  any 
history  of  the  great  and  good  nanies  of  these  no- 
blemeii,  embracing,  as  such  a  memoir  necessa- 
rily wojuld  do,  anecdotes  of  persons  the  most 
emineiit,  and  of  times  th^  most  interesting,  in  the 
aofials  of  their  country.    ;  ' 

^Pi^tially  to  attempt  tlie  task  has,  however,  de- 
¥Qlyi6d  upoo  tile  Author;  and  if  be  has  not  brought 
to  bj/s  performance  a  lofty  genius,  or  an  erudite 
^ipiqf]|,:he.has  at  lea^t  omitted  nothing  that  elaba- 
Ifite  research  could  discover,  or  unwearied  iri- 
.^H^try  achieve ;  no  diligence  has  been  spared  in 
^xjuninin^  the  works  of  historians,  and  docu- 
ments,  both  public  and  privatCi  coeval  with  the 
tio^p  circumstances,  and  events,  of  which  he 
treats ;  nor  has  he  shrunk  from  labour  or  exertion 
when  he  l>ad  the  least  hope  of  finding  aught  that 
mjght  elucidate  his  subject,  or  even  aObrd  enter- 
tainment to  the  reader :  yet  may  he  exclaim,  in 
couiQipn  with  other  and  more  elaborate  and 
valued  writer?,  that  the  chief  unhappiness  acconv- 
panying  research^sof  this  kind, is  tfie  impossibility 
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of  toUdly  avoiding  mistakest  and  guarding  against 
misconceptions.  By  those  only  who  have  beeri 
engaged  in  similar  undertakings,  can  the  toit 
and;  anxiety  attendant  upon  a  literary  productiOY( 
be  duly  .appreciated.  And  when  the  Atill^ 
states,  that  the  following  sheets  have  been  ooM^ 
posed  at  moments  when  his  professional-  ftntf 
official  avocations  (the  neglect  of  which  Woiild^ 
justly  entail  upon  him  the  charge- of  inaltentiort 
to  the  interests  of  those,  whom  every  sentimisnt 
of  gratitude  should  induce  liim  never  to  neglect,) 
divided  his  attention,  he  hopes  to  disarm  the  se^ 
verity  of  criticism,  and  to  experience  the  indut 
gence  of  his  friends  :-~a1as !  he  has  nd  meant  of 
averting  the  hostility  of  his  enemies. 

As  an  indispensable  accompaniment  to  tho 
works  the  Author  has  published  a  Map  of  the 
Bedford  Level  and  the  adjacent  country.  Ittf 
beauty  and  accuracy  reflect  the  greatest  credit 
upon  those  who  were  intrusted  with  its  execution. 
As  a  specimen  of  that  class  of  engraving  it  is  al« 
most  unequalled.  There  is  no  other  Map  extant 
which  comprehends  at  one  view  the  whole  of  the 

« 

Bedford  Level,  the  contiguous  districts,  and  their 
modern  alterations  and  improvements. 
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When  the  Author  published  the  prospectus  of 
his  intended  work,  he  knew  Uttie  of  the  time  it 
would  consume,  or  the  extent  and  cost  of  the 
production.  His  pecuniary  sacrifices  have  per- 
haps been  beyond  what  the  interests  of  his  chil- 
dren justified  him  in  incurring.  Be  this  as  it 
may ;  at  least  he  leaves  to  those  children  an  ex- 
ample of  the  industry  and  exertions  of  an  afiec- 
tionate  parent. 

As  the  work  possesses  particular  claims  to  the 
attention  of  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  property 
within  the  Level  and  its  vicinity,  the  Author  trusts 
he  JQiay  indulge  the  hope  of  receiving  the  patro« 
iiage  and  support  of  the  Board,  the  Corporation, 
and  his  brother  fen-men  in  general;  should  he 
he  disappointed,  it  would  ill  become  him  to 
complain;  particularly  when  he  recurs  to  the 
unfortunate  fate  of  so  many  illustrious  authors. 
In  a  word,  he  has  performed  what  he  conceived 
to  be  a  public  duty ;  and,  at  any  rate,  receives  that 
*•  which  no  roan  taketh  from  him,*'  the  appro* 
batiop  of  his  own  heart. 

FethOficfi  6,  Serjeant^  Inn,  Fleet  Street^ 

Wh  April,  \B3fL 
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Page  72,  lines  13  and  19,  for  ««  HaUoft/'  read  '<  Haltoft" 

94,  _  18,  for  «<  reftited,"  nad  **  dMirwd." 

136, 18,  for  <<  nunneries,"  read' 'religious  houses." 

137, 25,  for «« this,"  read  "  that." 

— —  181,  note,  for  *'  he  was  afterwards  created,"  read  "  be  iflerwarda 
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—  279,  chapter  zi,  line  3,  dele  *'  Romney  Marsh." 
-— ~-  448,  line  10,  for  "  presented,"  read  «  prevented." 
— — -  496,  line  15,  the  asterisk  anueiMd  to  the  name  of  Lord  Visoount  Towns- 

hend,  should  be  made  to  refer  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  (first  line  of 

pege  497). 
503,  note,  line  15,  for  <'  Baronet  of  Stradbrooke,"  read  <<  Earl  of 

Stradbrooke." 

504,  note,  line  1,  for  **  duningtoii  Castle,"  read  <<  CoimlDgtonCaatle." 

506,  note,  line  6,  for  "  Pyndelc,"  read  •'  T>ndale." 

— —  516,  line  18,  sec»ad  column)  for  **  deceased/'  read  ''  resigiied." 

695, 21,  for  "  waded,"  read  "  nmkd." 

706, 28,  for  "  Sutton,"  read  "  Salters." 

_-.  713,  -—  1 1,  the  word  "  act"  omitted." 

7aiJ, 18,  for  "  New  Bedford  Level,"  read  "  New  Bedford  River/' 
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THE  GREAT  LEVEL. 

Extent. — Counties. — Parishes  or  Places. — Quan^ 
titles  of  Land. — Natural  Rivers. — Their  Outfalls 
to  Sea,  and  Navigation. 

The  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  comprises  several  Extcat. 
districts  not  forming  part  of  the  Bedford  Level. 
This  last  appellation  was  first  given  to  the  country 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  corporation,  by  the    , 
title  to  the  General  Drainage  Act,  passed  the  15tii 
Car.  II. ;  it  was  previously  designated  the  Great  App.  as.i. 
Level.     The  Bedford  Level  contains  upwards  of  App.  367. 
300,000  acres   of  fen   land,   and    extends  itself 
over  a  surface  exceeding  twenty  square  miles. 
The  districts  without  the  limits  of  the  Bedford 
Level  are  known  by  the  names  of  South  Hol- 
land,   Deeping  Fen,   Lindsey  Level,   and   East 
and  West  Wildmore  Fens,  in  the  county  of  Lin- 
coln ;  Marshland,  Bardolph,  and  Downhaiu  Fens, 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk;   Wisbech   Hundred, 
Waldersey  and  Coldiiam,  in  the  Isle  of  Ely.     All 
other  fen  lands,  (except  some  small  part  drained 
by  the  river  Nar,  or  Sandrigham  Eau,  in  the  county 
of  Norfolk,)  are  comprised  within  the  precincts  of 
the  Bedford  Level.    The  Bedford  Level  and  the 
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whole  of  the  foregoing  districts  are  respectively 
bounded  by  the  highlands  of  the  counties  of  Nor- 
folk, Suffolk,  Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  North- 
ampton, Lincoln,  and  the  Isle  of  Ely. , 


PARTICULARS 

Of  Fen  Lands,  in  and  near  the  Bedford  Level, 
according  to  Hayward^s  Survey,  in  1635-6. 
App.  141. 

N.  B.  The  places  printed  in  Italics  are  not  within 

the  Bedford  Level. 


Counties. 

Parishes  or  Places. 

Quantities  of 
Fen  Land. 

A.          R.    P. 

Norfolk    - 

Denver       -    -    -    - 

1,610    0    0 

Fordham    -    -    -     - 

576    0    0 

Roxham     -    -    -    - 
Deerham  and  Were- 

281     1     0 

ham     -    -     -     -     - 

879    0    0 

Wretton  and  Stoke  - 

1,458    1     0 

Norwold    .    -    -    - 

1,227    0    0 

Methwold       -    -    . 

8,394    2    0 

Southery    -    -    -     - 

3,309    2  20 

Hilgay 

5,908     I  20 

Feltwell      .... 

8,162    2    0 

Hock  wold  and  Wilton 

4,202    3  20 
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Counties. 

FarisbeB  or  Places. 

Quantities  of 
Fen  Land. 

A. 

R.   p. 

Suffolk     - 

BraDdon     -    -    -    - 
Wainford    othei-wise 

1,313 

0    0 

Wangford   -    -    - 

288 

2    0 

Lakenheath    -    -    - 

3,510 

1     0 

Undley  inLakenheath 

3,007 

1     0 

Eriswell     -    -    -    - 

314 

0    0 

Mildenball      -    -    - 

9,113 

0    0 

Cambridge- 

Isleham      -    -    .    - 

3,1 2S 

1     0 

6bire,and 

Soham  -     -    -    -    - 

9,58-2 

S    0 

Isle      of 
Ely. 

Littlcport  -    -    -    . 

\6,<i3\ 

3    0 

Westmoor       -    -    - 

13,420 

0    0 

Well  and  Welney     - 

17,066 

)     0 

Ely 

6,612 

0  20 

Wicken      .    -    -    - 

2,431 

2    0 

Burwell      -    -    -    - 

2,975 

0    0 

Swaffhaiii  -     -     -     - 

4,568 

0    0 

Bottishaiii       -    -    - 

541 

0    0 

Homingsea  Quy  and 

Ditton    -    -    -    - 

1,753 

1     0 

Chesterton       -    -    . 

49 

2  20 

Mittm 

230 

0    0 

Streatbain  -    -    -    - 

1,820 

I     0 

Tbetford    -    -    -    - 

533 

0  16 

Cottenham      -    -    - 

2,296 

2    0 

Cotteubam  and 

Rampton     .    -    - 

550 

0    0 
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Counties. 

Parishes  or  Places. 

Quantities  of 
Fen  Land. 

Cambridge- 

Rampton    and 

Wil. 

A. 

R.    P. 

shire^and 

lingbam 

-    - 

627 

0    0 

Isle     of 
Ely,  con- 
tinued. 

Willingham    - 
Wilburton 

^        ^ 

1,594 
1,228 

0  0 
0    0 

*r  w  •  W'  IrW  ^^  «^r  9 

Haddenhaia    - 

m          M 

4,970 

0  20 

Over      .    *    - 

-     - 

1,881 

0    0 

Swavecey    -    - 

-      - 

976 

0    0 

Drayton     -    - 

-     - 

306 

3    0 

Stanton       -     - 

-     - 

476 

0    0 

Sutton  -    -    - 

3,792 
495 

I    Q 

3    0 

ITXCUCtA       •        -        • 

Witcham   -    - 

- 

315 

1     0 

Coveney     -    - 

-     - 

1,667 

1    0 

• 

• 

Manea  in  Coveney  - 

810 

2    0 

Coveney,  Witcbford, 
and  Wentworth    - 

1,254 

2    0 

Witchford      - 

-      - 

666 

3    0 

Grunty  Fen,  being  in 
Witchford,       Ely, 
Wentworth,   Had- 

denham,     Wilbur- 

ton,       Streatham, 

and  Thetford 

•     • 

1,280 

0    0 

Downham  in  the  Isle 

1,426 

2  20 

Chatteris    -    - 

^     *> 

12,716 

3  20 

Doddington    - 

-     - 

30,465 

2    0 

• 

Elm-    -    -    ^ 

•■     ^ 

706 

0    0 

Wisbech    -    - 

- 

6,952 

0    0 

Throckenholt 

- 

224 

0    0 

Thomey     -    - 

-  - 

16,069 

0    0 

PARTICULARS  OF  FEN  LANDS. 


Counties. 

Parishes  or  Places. 

Quantities  of 
Fen  Land. 

k 

A. 

R.    P. 

Cambridge- 

Whittlesey     -     -    - 

23,828 

2  30 

shire,  and 
Isle    of 
Ely,  con- 
tinued. 

Waterbeach    -    -    - 

3,374 

0    0 

Byall  Fen,  (extra  pa- 

rochial) -    -    -    - 

5,185 

0    0 

Wentworth     -    -    - 

54 

0    0 

Flunting- 

St.  Ives      -    •    -    - 

210 

0    0 

donshire. 

Holywell    .    *    *     - 

307 

0    0 

Holywell  and  the  Soke 

1,005 

0    0 

Somersham     -    -    - 

113 

1  20 

Stanground     -    -    - 

1,040 

1     0 

Horsey  in  Stanground 

235 

2  20 

Fassett  -    ^    -    -    - 

2,848 

0    0 

Yaxley  -    -    -    -    • 

2,655 

1  10 

Stilton  -    -    -    ^    ^ 

749 

2  a 

Conington       •    - 

815 

1     0 

Sawtry  -    -    -    -    - 

695 

0    0 

Woodwalton  -     -    - 

145 

3  20 

Higuey  in  Ramsey    - 

653 

0    0 

Ramsey      -    •    -     - 

13,499 

2  30 

Ramsey,      Warboys, 

and    the    Soke   of 

Somersham       -    - 

12,490 

0    0 

Northamp- 
tonshire. 

Peterborough .    -    - 

9,789 

3  20 

Lincoln- 

Sutton in  Holland     - 

880 

0    0 

shire. 

Crowland    -    -    -    • 

1,960 

0    0 

The  total  number  of  acres    enumerated  above 
amounts  to  about  311,000. 


6  THE  GREAT  LEVEL. 

Natural  rifcrs.      There  are  eight  principal  rivers,  formed  by 

nature  for  conveying  to  sea  great  part  of  the 
upland  waters  of  the  before  mentioned  and  some 
adjacent  counties :  viz.  the  Glen  or  Glean,  Wel- 
land^  Nene^  Cam,  (united  near  Cambridge  with 
the  Grant,)  Great  Ouze,  Mildenhall  or  Lark^ 
Brandon  or  Lesser  Ouze,  and  Stoke  or  Wissey. 
There  is  also  the  river  above  noticed,  which 
enters  at  the  port  of  Lynn,  called  the  Nar,  or 
Sandringham  £au» 

onifaiistosea.      Thcsc  rivcrs  havc  three  several  outfalls  to  sea; 

namely,  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  Wis- 
bech, in  the  Isle  of  Ely  and  county  of  Cambridge, 
and  Lynn  Regis,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk.  They 
may  be  considered  the  main  arteries  of  the  fens. 
Most  of  them  were  originally  united  by  connect- 
ing streams,  forming  themselves,  at  different 
situations,  into  large  estuaries:  these  acting  at 
periods  of  pressure  as  natural  depositories,  gave 
time,  until  Nature  was  relieved,  for  the  passage 
of  the  floods  of  the  one  or  the  other  to  their  out- 
falls to  sea.  Art  has  changed  these  currents ;  and 
had  not  the  works  of  Nature  been  indelible,  no 
traces  would  now  be  left  to  record  the  wide  dis- 
tinction between  the  works  of  the  Creator  and 
those  of  his  feeble  creatures. 

In  order  to  form  a  proper  understanding  of  the 
original  state  of  the  fens,  and  of  the  immense  in- 
flux of  water  from  the  uplands,  previous  to  the 
drainage,  it  becomes  necessary  to  describe  those 
rivers,  from  their  source  to  their  entrance  into 
the  fens,  and  thence  to  their  outfalls  to  sea.    The 
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vast  quantity  of  water  brought  into  ^the  level 
surface  of  the  fens,  (many  miles  distant  from  the 
outfallsj  must  at  all  times  have  occasioned  great 
inconvenience  and  injury  to  the  lands  through 
which  it  passed :  this  inconvenience  (with  other 
attendant  circumstances)  ultimately  led  to  those 
works  of  drainage,  which  it  is  the  more  immedi- 
ate object  of  the  author  to  develop. 


River  Glen. 


The  river  Glen  or  Glean  has  its  rise  (by  tradi-  oiea  or  oiean. 
tion)  at  Little  Glen^  a  village  near  Leicester.  If  this 
ever  was  the  fact,  all  trace  of  it  is  now  quite  gone^ 
as  that  river  is  intersected  in  many  places  by  the 
Oakham  and  Melton  Canal.  The  more  modern 
opinion  is,  that  its  source  commences  in  or  near 
the  parish  of  Holywell,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
and  passes  through  several  parishes,  until  it 
reaches  the  turapike  road  from  Peterborough  to 
Lincoln,  at  Kate's  Bridge,  three  miles  south  of 
Bourn,  from  which  point  to  its  termination  at  the 
reservoir,  (where  it  enters  the  river  Welland, 
about  five  miles  below  the  town  of  Spalding,)  it  is 
embanked  on  both  sides. 

The  river  Glen  is  navigable  for  vessels  or 
lightei-s,  of  about  fifteen  tons  burthen,  from  the 
Reservoir  upwards  to  Kate's  Bridge,  or  near  there- 
to ;  but  the  chief  traffic  is  between  the  Reservoir 
and  a  place  called  Tongue-head,  where  the  Bourn 
Eau  navigation  branches  off  to  Bourn  in  a  north- 
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west  direction.  This  branch  of  the  Glen  is  most 
copiously  supplied  with  water,  and  many  intelli- 
gent persons  have  suggested  the  practicability  of 
supplying  the  port  of  Boston,  (so  deficient  in  this 
most  useful  necessary  of  life,)  with  ample  streams 
from  its  abundant  springs. 

The  river  Glen  itself  affords^  by  means  of  nu- 
merous tunnels,  a  bountiful  supply  of  excellent 
water  to  the  lands  on  each  side  of  its  banks. 

After  its  junction  with  the  Welland,  it  runs 
with  that  river  to  Fosdyke,  Stow,  and  onwards 
to  the  outfall  at  Boston  Dee|)s. 

The  Glen  has  no  connection  with  the  Drainage 
of  the  Bedford  Level,  beyond  that  which  arises 
from  its  waters  being  mingled  with  those  of  the 
river  Welland  ;  nor  hcisitany  remarkable  features 
of  natural  or  artificial  beauty,  except  the  fine  and 
extensive  domain  of  Grimsthorpe  Castle,  near 
Bourn.  That  branch  of  the  river  which  proceeds 
from  Bourn  contributes  greatly  to  adorn  ,this 
magnificent  seat,  the  property  of  Lord  Gwydir. 
.*^p.  801.  The  several   Acts   of    Parliament   relating  to 

Deeping  Fens,  and  the  bank  and  road  of  the  river 
Welland,  contain  clauses  affecting  the  river  Glen; 
as  also  do  the  Acts  for  inclosing  the  commons  of 
Spalding,  Pinchbeck,  Cowbit,  and  other  commons 
in  Kesteven,  Holland,  and  River  Welland. 
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River  IVtUand. 


lyie  IVelland  finds  its  source  at  a  place  near  weiiand. 
Sibertoft  *,  amidst  a  gtntle  range  of  hills  between 
Lutterworth  and  Harborough,  and  divides  North- 
amptonshire from  Leicestershire,  Rutland^  and 
Lincolnshire,  in  a  direction  mostly  to  the  north- 
east. It  then  turns  directly  north,  and  taking  in 
some  petty  streamlets,  comes  at  length  ta  Market^ 
Deeping,  and  Sf .  James  Deeping,  where  it  enters 
the  fens,  and  burthens  them  with  all  the  watei*s 
and  downfalls  of  part  of  Northamptonshire,  Lei- 
cestershire, Rutland,  and  Lincolnshire;  whence 
passing  to  Crowland,  it  there  divides  itself  into 
two  branches,  the  one  leading  by  the  Old  South 
Eau  to  Clow's  Cross,  and  so  by  Guyhirn  towards 
Wisbech ;  the  other  to  Spalding  and  Surfleet, 
where  receiving  the  watersi^of  the  river  Glen,' it 
passes  on  in  an  united  stream  to  Fosdyke,  Stow, 
and  thence  into  Boston  Deeps. 

The  several  Acts  of  Parliament  already  alluded  App.  8oi. 
to,  in  the  account  of  the  river  Glen,  apply  also  to 
the  river  Welland. 

The  Welland  is  stated  by  some  writers  to  derive 
its  name  from  the  Saxon  word  Fealland,  which 
signifies  bubbling,  boiling,  raging.  But  this  has 
been  discredited,  because^  in  fact,  the  river  does 
not  boil  and  rage,  but  glides  along  with  a  com- 
paratively smooth  surface.  It  must,  however,  be 
confessed,  that  there  is  so  great  an  affinity  between 

*  The  spring-head  is  under  the  parlour  window  of  the  Par- 
sonage House,  at  Sibertoft,  about  four  miles  beyond  Harbo- 
roug;h,  and  feeds  two  or  three  ponds  in  the  garden. 


10  THE  GREAT  LEVEL. 

f^ealland and  Welland^  that  we  ought  toconsldei' 
of  some  defence  for  an  etymology  that  cannot 
with  reason  be  altogether  rejected.  It  may,  there- 
fore, be  conjectured,  that  the  river  was  perhaps 
more  rapid  previous  to  the  formation  of  locks 
for  the  purposes  of  navigation,  and  of  dams  for 
the  convenience  of  mill  work ;  and  consequently, 
that  the  term  was  then  more  appropriate  in  the 
winter's  swell,  and  in  occasional  floods*. 

This  river^  being  less  than  the  Nene,  does  not 
equal  it  in  the  beauty  of  its  course ;  yet  it 
traverses  a  fine  plain  between  Harborough  and 
Rockingham,  distinguished  by  some  bold  hills^ 
and  well  sprinkled  with  villages.  Carlton,  the 
mansion  of  Sir  John  Palmer,  covers  one  of  the 
eminences.  The  church  having  of  late  years  been 
handsomely  rebuilt,  in  the  Gothic  style  of  Archi- 
tecture, adds  to.  the  ^beauty  of  the  scene;  while 
on  the  opposite  hill,  in  Leicestershire,  Mr.  Ne- 
vill's  old  collegiate  house  of  Holt  displays  itself. 
Near  this  mansion  is  found  a  celebrated  mineral 
water.  Rockingham  Castle  also,  the  ancient 
seat  of  Lord  Sondes,  overlooks  the  Welland  from 
its  high  terrace,  backed  by  a  finely  wooded  park ; 
and  as  the  river  approaches  Rutland,  the  vale 
contracts  itself,  the  hills  becoming  higher,  one 
of  which  is  crowned  with  the  lofty  spire  of  Up- 
pingham Church.  The  great  forest  of  Rock- 
ingham covers  all  the  Northamptonshire  side 
with  its  abundant  woods,  being  formed  into  large 
ridings,  to  embellish  the  various  fine  seats  con- 

*  Drakard's  History  of  Stamford. 
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tained  within  its  confloes ;  among  which  Bough- 
ton,  Dean  Kirby,  and  Drayton  are  the  principal. 
Advancing  wi  th  the  Welland,  the  two  high  towers 
of  Colly  Weston  and  Easton^  with  the  venerable 
ruins  of  Wothorp,  mark  the  Northamptonshire 
termination  of  the  vale ;  and  the  spire  of  Ketton^ 
amidst  the  meadows  of  Rutland,  is  another  ob- 
ject of  attraction.  The  numerous  steeples  and 
towers  of  Stamford  rise  in  almost  collegiate  gran- 
deur to  grace  the  entrance  of  Lincolnshire;  and 
the  princely  pile  of  Burghley,  appearing  itself  a 
town,  in  the  midst  of  its  highly  ornamented  ter- 
ritory, adorns  the  Northamptonshire  bank.  Ma- 
jectic  avenues  of  old  trees,  and  almost  number- 
less young  plantations,  cover  the  encircling  emi- 
nences, within  which  all  the  art  of  Browne  has 
been  happily  expended,  and  the  highest  powers 
of  architecture  and  painting  have  been  bestowed 
to  decorate  this  splendid  domain  of  the  House  of 
Burghley.  The  Welland  soon  afterwards  [sinks 
into  the  fens  of  Lincolnshire,  below  the  two 
Deepings,  and  passing  near  the  grand  monastic 
ruin  of  Crowland  Abbey,  arrives  at  Spalding,  built 
after  the  Dutch  fashion,  like  Wisbech ;  soon  after 
which  it  reaches  the  sea. 

It  would  be  improper  to  omit  to  notice  in  this  crowiand 
place  the  famous  bridge  at  Crowland  (or  Croy- 
land,  as  Gough  calls  the  town) ;  it  is  a  curiosity 
worthy  of  attention,  more  from  the  singularity  of 
its  form  than  of  its  size,  or  any  difficulty  in  its 
construction.  According  to  some  writers,  it  wa? 
erected  so  long  since  as  the  year  942 ;  according 
to  others,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  1st.     Gough, 


12  THE    GREAT    LEVEL. 

the  antiquary,  considered  this  bridge  the  greatest 
curiosity  in  Britain^  if  not  in  Europe.  It  is  of  a 
triangular  form,  rising  from  three  segments  of  a 
circle,  and  meeting  at  a  top.  It  seems  to  have 
been  built  under  the  direction  of  the  Abbots, 
rather  to  excite  admiration,  and  furnish  a  pretext 
for  granting  indulgencies  and  collecting  money, 
than  for  any  real  use ;  for  though  it  stands  in  a 
bog,  and  must  have  cost  a  vast  sum,  yet  it  is  so 
steep  in  its  ascent  and  descent,  as  to  be  almost 
impassable  to  carriages  or  horsemen. 

Ncne.  The  river  Nene,  by  means  of  a  stream  called  the 

Catwater,  formerly  united  itself  at  this  bridge 
with  the  river  Welland,  both  meeting  under  the 
great  arch ;  and  these  forming  one  river,  flow 
thence  through  Spalding  into  the  sea,  in  the 
course  before  mentioned.  The  bridge  itself  has 
three  fronts,  three  ways  over  it,  and  three  ways 
under  it. 

chnter.  The  Chatcr  joins  the  Welland  at  Ketton,  rising 

in  the  forest  of  Liffield,  on  the  borders  of  Leices- 

Guash.  tershire.    The  Guash  also  falls  into  it  a  little  be- 

fore Stamford,  forming  in  its  passage  the  pleasant 
vale  of  Catmose,  in  which  the  town  and  spire  of 
Oakham,  encircled  by  numerous  villages,  are 
proudly  overlooked  by  the  late  Earl  of  Winchel- 
sea's  elevated  palace  of  Burley-on-lhe-hill,  the 
court  yard  of  which  is  the  most  splendid  in  Eng- 
land. Both  these  rivers  traverse  the  whole  of  the 
little  county  of  Rutland,  moving  chiefly  in  an 
eastward*direction. 

The  river  Welland  was  famous  for  a'  fish  called 
the  Stickleback,  which  is  seldom  more  than  two 
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inches  long,  and  could^  one  would  think,  easily 
find  support  in  any  water ;  yet  it  is  obliged  to 
colonize,  and  leave  its  native  fens  in  search  of  new 
habitations.  Once  every  seventh  or  eighth  year 
amazing  shoals  of  these  fish  appear  in  the  river 
near  Spalding*,  and  come  up  the  stream,  forming 
one  great  column.  They  are  supposed  to  collect 
in  multitudes  in  some  of  the  fens,  until,  on  account 
of  the  extraordinary  accumulation  of  their  num- 
bers, they  are  periodically  obliged  to  migrate.  An 
idea  may  be  formed  of  their  abundance  from  the 
circumstance,  that  a  man  employed  by  a  farmer 
to  take  them  for  the  purpose  of  manuring  his 
grounds,  obtained,  for  a  considerable  time,  four 
shillings  a  day  for  selling  them  at  a  halfpenny  a 
bushel. 

In  the  13th  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  an  Act  was  13  eus. 
passed  for  making  the  river  Welland  navigable 
from  Stamford  to  the  sea.  This  act,  says  the 
amiable  and  intelligent  author  of  the  History  of 
Stamford,  was  passed^  on  the  application  of  the 
aldermen,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  Stam- 
ford, stating  that  their  town,  which  had  formerly 
been  inhabited  by  many  opulent  merchants,  whose 
wealth  had  been  increased  by  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Welland,  and  its  connection  with  Boston, 
Lynn,  and  other  parts,  was  then  gone  to  great  ruin 
and  decay  from  the  prejudice  done  to  the  naviga- 
tion, by  the  erection  of  mills  between  Deeping  and 
Stamford,  and  the  consequent  divisions  of  the 
stream  of  the  river  from  its  ancient  course.     And 

*  Goldsmith's  History  of  the  Earthy  Vol.  ill.  p.  414. 
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Comminioners  at  a  general   session    of  the  Commissioners  of 

g\f    ftp  CD  A  fn 

17  Jac.  1/       Sewers,  holden  at  Stamford^  on  the  23d  of  August, 

and  the  10th  of  September,  in  the  17th  year  of 
King  James  the  First,  by  that  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment it  was  enacted  aad  decreed,  that  it  should 
be  lawful  for  the  aldermen  and  burgesses  of  Stam- 
ford,  and  their  successors,  to  make  a  river  or  new 
cut,  of  such  breadth  and  depth  as  they  should 
think  fit^  for  the  passage  of  boats,  barges,  lighters, 
and  other  vessels^  from  the  north  side  of  the  river 
Welland,  from  the  east  end  of  the  town  of  Stam- 
ford and  Hudd's  Mill,  across  the  river  called 
Newstead  River  or  the  Wash^  and  thence  through 
Uffington,  Tallington,  West  Deeping,  Market 
Deeping,  and  past  Market  Deeping  Corn  Mill,  to 
i*ejoin  the  ancient  course  of  the  river^  and  thence, 
in  the  course  before  stated,  unto  the  outfall  to  sea, 
at  Boston  Deeps.  The  aldermen  and  burgesses, 
and  their  successors,  were  enabled  to  make  such 
locks,  sluices,  and  other  works,  as  were  necessary 
for  the  navigation,  the  expense  of  which  under- 
taking was  then  estimated  at  2000/.  The  Com- 
missioners of  Sewers  also  ordained,  as  this  work 

CorporaUon  of  was  Undertaken  at  the  expense  of  the  corporation 

Stamford. 

and  their  friends,  that  the  aldermen  and  burgesses, 
and  their  successors,  should  receive  for  all  boats, 
&c.,  passing  through  each  lock,  "such  a  competent 
consideration  as  should  be  fit  and  convenient, 
proportioning  the  same  according  to  the  burthen 
of  the  said  vessels." 

King  James  the  first,  by  his  grant,  confirmed 
the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers  ; 
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and,  willing  that  the  aldermen  and  burgesses^  and 
their  successors,  should  receive  towards  their  ex- 
penses in  the  execution  of  the  work,  and  the  con- 
tinual maintenance  of  the  same,  a  competent  re- 
compense, ordained  that  they  and  their  successors 
should,  immediately  after  the  new  work  was  pass- 
able, demand  3d.  a  ton  for  all  vessels  passing  to  ToUs. 
and  fro  upon  the  river  or  new  cut  at  every  lock, 
without  accounting  to  the  Crown  for  what  they 
should  receive;  and  he  granted  to  the  aldermen 
and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  the  fishery  of  Fishery. 
the  new  river  or  cut. 

In  1663,  the  corporation  of  Stamford  demised  i663. 
the  i^vigatioa  from  Stamford  to  the  Welland  at 
Deeping,  to  one  Paniel  Wigmore,one  of  the  alder- 
men, for  80  years,  at  I2d.  a  year;  and  at  the  expi- 
ration of  that  term,  a  further  demise  for  80  years 
was  granted  by  the  corporation  to  Charles  Hal- 
ford,  Esq.,  the  representative  of  Wigmore,  on  the 
payment  of  100/.,  under  a  stipulation  contained 
(as  it  is  said)  in  the  former  lease.      The  property 
of  the  navigation  next  came  into  the  hands  of 
Mr.   Fe^t;   afterwards   into   those   of  Edward 
Buckley,  Esq,;  and  a  lease  has  since  been  granted 
to  Mr,  Thomas  Smith,  by  whose  heirs  it  is  still 
retained.     The  iniquity,  continues  the  historian 
of  Stamford,  attending  this  grant,  is  self-evident ; 
inasmuch  as  a  public  trust  was  perverted  into 
private  emolument ;  and  even  if  it  could  be  sus- 
tained in  a  court  of  law»  it  would  undoubtedly  be 
censured  in  a  court  of  equity. 
At  a  meeting  held  at  Stamford,  in  the  year 
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1800,  a  plau  w<i§  propose(J,  to  form  an  effective 
navigable  cotniuunication  between  Stamford,  Oak- 
bam,  Peterbrough,  and  Boston.  But  this  plan 
was  never  carried  into  effect ;  for  however  be- 
neficial it  might  have  proved  to  the  town  of 
Stamford  and  the  upland  counties,  it  would  have 
proved^  it  is  supposed,  any  thing  but  advantageous 
to  the  towns  of  Lynn  and  Wisbech,  by  destroying 
the  traffic  in  sea  coal,  the  chief  commodity  of 
these  places,  and  by  bringing  the  pit  coal  of 
Derbyshire,  Nottinghamshire,  and  perhaps  York- 
shire^ into  the  heart  of  the  fens,  now  solely  supplied 
with  that  most  essential  necessary  of  life,  by  the 
ports  of  Lynn,  Wisbech,  and  Boston. 

On  the  navigation  from  Hudds  Mill  below 
Stamford  to  the  lock  at  East  Deeping  inclusive, 
a  distance  of  nine  miles  and  a  half,  there  are 
twelve  locks,  which  are  of  a  capacity  to  receive 
vessels  of  seven  feet  beam  only.  No  vessels  of 
greater  burthen  than  15  tons  are  navigable  from 
Stamford  to  Spalding,  and  goods  are  usually 
brought  up  to  Stamford  in  a  gang  of  four  lighters, 
of  from  seven  to  thirteen  or  fourteen  tons  burden, 
not  carrying  together  more  than  from  36  to  42 
tons.  The  voyage  from  a  place  called  the  Scalp, 
through  Spalding  to  Stamford,  being  about  50 
miles,  is  usually  performed  in  three  or  four  days. 
Sea  coal  and  timber  are  the  chief  articles  of  mer- 
chandize. 


niVER   NENE. 


17 


River  Nene. 

The  Neriy  NenCy  or  Nine  ♦,  (for  this  river  bears  Ncne. 
all   these  appellations^)  rises    in    two  branches^ 
north  and  south  of  Daventry,  at  a  place  called 
Catesby,  in  Northamptonshire,  and  pui*sues  an 
eastern  direction  to  Northampton,  where  it  tarns 
more  towards  the  north,  through   one  of   the 
pleasantest  vales  in  that  county;  from  Wands- 
ford   (Wandsford  in  England!!)   its   course    is 
again  more  eastward   to    the  city  of  Peterbo- 
rough, near  which  place   it   enters  the  fens  in 
this  fenny  flat,  and   divides  itself  into  sundry 
branches,  one  of  which   passes  through  Stand- 
ground   Sluice   and   Horsey  Bridge   into  Whit- 
tlesey Meer,  (a  branch  also  proceeding  upwards 
to    Yaxley);   thence   by   Ramsey   under  Bodsey 
Bridge,  by  the  side  of  Ramsey  Meer  to  Benwick, 
March,  Upwell,  and   Outwell,  to  Salter's  Lode, 
where  it  unites  with  the  river  Ouze,  and  passes 
to  the    outfall    below  Lynn.     Another    branch 
(called   Whittlesey  Dike)    passes    from    Stand- 
ground  Sluice   through   Whittlesey,    forming    a 
junction   with   the.  preceding   course  at  Floods 
Ferry,   between  Benwick  and  March.     The  up- 
land waters  being  denied  entrance  into  the  fens 
by  the  erection  of  Standground  Sluice,  proceed 
from    Peterborough    through    artificial     rivers, 

*  The  River  is  said  to  take  its  name  from  the  circumstance 

of  its  derivintj^  its  source  from  ''nine**  springs  or  rivulets. 
VOL.  I.  C 
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namely,  MoretoQ*a  Leam^  and  the  rivera  qA^ 
led  Hiirs  Cut  and  Smith's  Learn  (of  which 
more  particulars  hereafter),  to  Guyhirn,  and 
thence  in  one  united  stream  to  Wisbech.  This 
river  divides  Lincolnshire  from  Norfolk,  ah  it 
advances  below  Wisbech,  to  form  the  Wash  of 
Cross  Keys,  terminating  in  the  great  gulf,  where  the 
river  Ouze  formerly  also  discharged  its  waters. 
There  was  another  branch  not  far  from  Petef^ 
borough,  called  the  Muscatt  Water,  running 
through  the  bounds  of  Thomey,  afterwards 
forming  the  streams  called  Knarr  Lake,  the 
Wride,  and  South  Eau,  and  again  unitiug  below 
Wisbech. 

The  first  part  of  this  river  runs  through  a  de- 
lightful country,  and  its  character  is  that  of  a 
gentle  but  full  stream,  flowing  in  placid  beauty 
amidst  enamelled  meadows,  through  a  tract 
abundant  in  towns,  villages,  and  fine  seats^ 
Northampton,  one  of  the  most  elegant  and  orna- 
mented county  towns  in  England,  graces  its 
eai4y  course ;  and  its  banks  as  far  as  Welling- 
borough are  lined  with  elegant  mansions,  among 
which  Castle  Abbey  presents  a  conspicuous  figure. 
This  county  abounds  in  villages,  and  handsome 
.  spires  start  up  in  every  quarter.  It  is  also  dis- 
tinguished by  large  forests :  that  of  Rockingham 
is  the  most  considerable,  covering  almost  all 
the  space  from  the  Welland  to  the  Nene,  near 
Thrapston  and  Oundle  on  the  latter  river.  Wands- 
ford  has  a  long  bridge  connecting  the  north  road. 
Of  this  bridge  is  related  a  romantic  story^  of  a 
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man  having  floated,  in  consequence  of  a  sam- 
tner  flood,  down  the  river,  from  the  higher  dis- 
tricts of  Northamptonshire,  on  a  haycock,  on 
which  he  was  sleeping,  and  being  stopped  by  its 
arches  :  his  surprise  on  awaking,  and  his  ex- 
traordinary preservation,  form  the  interesting 
part  of  .the  tale.  Many  think  it  altogether 
ilibulotts,  though  it  has  given  a  sign  to  an  ex- 
cellent inn  on  the  Huntingdonshire  side  of  the 
bridge,  the  property  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Biedford,  who  has  considerable  possessions  in 
the  neighbourhood.  The  country  afterwards 
becomes  far  more  level,  though  yet  distinguished 
by  a  range  of  green  meadows  and  some  elevated 
grounds  on  the  Northamptonshire  bank,  where. 
Lord  Fitzwilliam*s  fine  old  seat  of  Milton  covers 
a  long  waving  ridge  with  its  well-arranged 
plantations.  Soon  afterwards,  the  majestic  pile 
of  Peterborough  Cathedral  exalts  itself  above  its 
city  with  great  grandeur;  below  which  the  Nene 
becomes  lost  in  those  immense  fens  which  cover  the 
extensive  Level  beyond  the  city.  Those  fens  are  in- 
terpersed  with  large  pools  of  water,  of  which  Whit- 
tlesea  Meer  and  Ramsey  Meer  are  the  greatest. 
These  fens  and  meers  are  plentiful  in  wild  fowl: 
those  rare  and  delicate  birds,  called  the  Ruff  and 
Ree,  are  found  here,  and  are  trained  with  consider- 
able expense  and  difficulty.  Wisbech  may  be  called  wubech. 
the  port  of  the  River  Nene;  it  is  singularly  con- 
structed, after  the  manner  of  towns  in  Holland,  the 
broad  muddy  channel  of  the  river,  from  Guyhirn, 

occupying  the  centre.  The  ancient  channel  of  the 
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river  Ouze,  from  Littlepool  Bridge,  formerly 
flowed  somewhat  northward,  through  the  fens, 
aiid  emptied  itself  below  the  town ;  thus  finally 
uniting  the  waters  of  both  rivers,  and  so  pro- 
ceeding to  the  outfall,  at  a  place  called  Crab  Hole. 
The  river  Nknk  was  first  attempted  to  be  made 
navigable  from  Northampton  to  Peterborough,  in 
12  Anne.  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne:  but 
11  Gco.2,c.    the  attempt  failing,  another  act  passed,  11  Geo. 

11.  c.  19,  for  making  the  former  act  more  ef- 
fectual; by  which  certain  commissioners  were 
appointed  to  put  the  several  powers  thereby 
given  into  execution;  and  further  powers  were 
also  given  by  a  subsequent  statute,  34  Geo.  III. 
^'  c.  84,  particularly  respecting  the  setting  out  of 

proper  halingways.  The  property  of  the  naviga- 
tion is  vested  (under  the  control  of  the  commis* 
Bioners)  in  private  individuals.  From  Northamp- 
ton to  Thrapston  Bridge  forms  the  first  division; 
and  from  that  place  to  Peterborough  the  second : 
the  latter  was  till  lately  the  property  of  the 
elder  branch  of  the  respectable  and  opulent 
family  of  the  Squires,  who  have  long  resided  in 
the  city  of  Peterborough,  where  they  have  been, 
and  still  are,  deservedly  honoured  and  esteemed. 
The  navigation  of  the  river  Nene  from  Stand- 
ground  Sluice  through  the  fens  to  Salter's  Lode 
will  be  considered  in  a  future  part  of  this  work, 
in  relation  to  its  connection  with  the  general 
drainage  of  the  Bedford  Level.  The  navigation 
of  the  river  from  Peterborough,  through  HilFs 
Cut  and    Smith's  Leam  to  Guyhirn,  (whence  it 
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ii9  splendid  where  the  flourishing  port  and 
great  external  and  internal  trade  of  Lynn  pre- 
sent a  crowd  of  vessels  wafting  their  commerce, 
through  the  enterprize  and  industry  of  its  weal- 
thy and  highly  respected  merchants^  to  both 
hemispheres. 

The  river  Cam  is  navigable  from  the  town  of 
Cambridge  to  Lynn.  From  Cambridge  to  Clay- 
hithe  Sluice^  the  navigation  is  regulated  by  two 

iAonc,c.ii.  statutes  passed  1  Anne^  c.  11,  and  53 Geo.  IIL  c. 

63  Geo.  3.  c.     214.     By  the  first  act,  elevien  Conservators  are  to 

214. 

be  appointed ;  three  to  be  nominated  by  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  university  of  Cambridge,  or  his  de- 
puty, and  the  heads  of  the  colleges  of  that  iini* 
versity  for  the  time  being,  or  in  their  absence^ 
by  their  deputies^  or  the  major  part  of  them  ;  five 
by  the  justices  at  their  general  quarter  sessions 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Cambridge,  (such 
persons  being  noways  interested  in  any  of  the 
lands  and  soil  lying  on  or  near  the  said  river ;) 
and  three  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the 
town  of  Cambridge  for  the  time  beings  or  the 
major  part  of  them.  The  navigation  is  under  the 
management  and  control  of  those  conservators. 
The  following  persons  in  the  present  year,  1829, 
fill  these  situations : 

J  The  Master  of  Emanuel. 
The  Provost  of  King's. 
The  Master  of  Queen's. 


*. 
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The  Earl  of  Hardwicke. 

The  Rev.  George  Jenyns. 
For  the  county     -    -/  Henry  Adeane,  Esq. 

I  R.  G.  Townly,  Esq. 
I  Peter  Allix^  Esq. 

Alderman  Purchase. 

For  the  borough     -    -  \  Alderoian  Coe. 

I  Mr.  Ingle. 

By  the  stat.  1  Anne^  certain  tolls  are  imposed 
on  all  vessels  navigating  that  part  of  the  river 
under  the  control  of  the  conservators ;  and  by  the 
53  Geo.  III.  the  conservators  have  power  to  make 
bye  laws.  Their  funds  are  said  to  be  iu  a 
flourishing  state. 

In   consequence  of   the  erection  of  the  new 
cast  iron  bridge  at  Cambridge  (by  public  sub- 
scription) an  increased  water  way  of  several  feet 
is  given  to  the  passage  of  the  upland  waters^  as 
well  as  by  the  great  improvements  in  progress 
by   the  commissioners^   under  an  act  passed  8 
Geo.  IV.  for  improving  the  drainage  of  that  part  8  Geo. 4. 
of  the  Bedford  Level   called   the  South  Level.  South  urd. 
There  can   be  little  doubt  that  the  conservators 
will  find  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  mak- 
ing   considerable    improvements^     both    as    re- 
gards the  depth  of  the  river  and  the  capacity  of  the 
sluices  between  Clayhithe  (including  the  sluice) 
and  the  town  of  Cambridge ;  or  probably  of  re- 
moving some  of  the  sluices^  the  continuance  of 
which  it  is  thought  will  be  rendered  unnecessary^ 
ihould  the  bed  of  the  river  be  made  of  sufficient 
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depth  to  cori-espomlwith  theimprovements  below. 
The  navigation  of  the  river  from  Ciayhithe  Siuice 
to  Littleport  Bridge,  is  under  the  direction  and 
control  of  the  commiSBionera  appointed  by  th& 
act  passed  8  Geo.  IV.  for  improving  the  drainage 
of  the  South  Level,  who  have  authority  to  impose 
a  tonnage  toll. 

The  river  from  Littleport  bridge  to  Denver 
Sluice  is  called  the  Ten  Mile  River.  It  is  not 
known  at  what  period  the  ancient  course  of  the 
old  river  wiis  diverted  from  its  outfall  by  Wi8>- 
faech  Into  its  present  channel  to  Lynn. 


Kivef  Ouze. 


The  Ouze  traverses  a  very  considerable  part  of 
the  midland  counties  of  England,  rising  in  two 
branches  not  far  from  Urackley  and  Towcester, 
on  the  borders  of  Northamptonshire  and  Oxford- 
shire, whence  its  course  is  eastward,  a  little 
inclined  to  the  north,  through  Buckinghamshire, 
joined  at  Newport  Pagnell  by  a  small  stream 
from  Ivinghoe  on  the  south  :  it  descends,  by  many 
windings  towards  the  south,  to  reach  the  town  of 
Bedford,  and  afterwards  becomes  navigable  to 
Lynn  and  Cambridge.     It  is  joined  by  the  Hyee 

L  hora  Wooburn,  and  the  navigable  river  Ivel  from 
fihefford  to  Biggleswade,  in  Bedfordshire,  the 
Iral  uniting  with  it  at  or  near  Terapsford  Bridge: 

^JwQce  it  puraues   Its  original  direction  through 
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the  taarket  town  of  St.  Neot's  to  tb^  borough  of 
Huntingdon ;  thence^  throngh  the  fine  meadows 
of  Godinanchestefy  Hartford,  and  Hemingford, 
to  the  populous  and  opulent  market  town  of 
Strives,  flowing  onwards  through  fertile  meadows 
until  it  enters  the  Bedford  Level  near  0?er  Cote^ 
and  so  proceeds  to  Earith,  where  it  unites  with 
the  artificial  river  cut  by  the  Adventurers,  called 
the  Hundred  Feet  River^  running  in  a  straight 
line  to  Denver  Sluice,  and  again  unites  with  ano^ 
ther  branch  of  the  river  which  passes  through  the 
Hermitage  Sluice,  (called  the  West  River*,)  fer- 
tilizing the  luxuriant  commons  of  Willingham, 
Cottenham,  Rampton,  and  Streatham,  (so  famous 
for  their  rich  dairies,)  ta  Harrimeer>   where  it 
receives  the  waters  pf  the  Cam  and  the  Grant, 
and  passes  near  the  city  of  Ely,  through  Little- 
port  bridge,  and  thence  to  Denver  Sluice ;  and 
then  forms  the  great  river  Ouze.    Near  Littleport 
bridge  the  Ouze  receives  the  waters  of  the  Lark^ 
or  Mildenhall  river,  and  somewhat  lower  down^ 
the  watei'S  of  the  Brandon^  or  Lesser  Ouze.    Ano* 
ther    branch   (now    quite   grown  up)    formerly 
proceeded  from  Earith  by  Chatteris  Ferry,  and 

^  This  river  is  crossed  by  a  Bridge  called  Aldreth  High  Bridge, 
which  connects  the  county  of  Cambridge  and  the  Isle  of  Ely. 
The  bridge  is  repaired  by  the  owner  of  lands  in  Haddenham 
parish,  which  lands  in  the  year  1766  were  the  property  of  Mr. 
Micah  Coalson.  In  early  times,  this  was  the  only  entrance  into 
the  Isle  of  Ely,  and  was  much  contested  during  the  time  William 
the  Conqueror  laid  siege  to  that  place.  The  bridge  is  approached 
by  a  celebrated  causeway^  called  Aldreth  Causeway ;  which  was 
heretofore  repaired  by  certain  parishes  and  individuals  within 
the  Isle,  but  is  now  wholly  neglected. 


28  THB   GREAT   LRVEL. 

united  with  the  river  Nene  at  Benwick^  and  80 
found  its  course  anciently  to  Wisbech,  where  it 
mingled  its  waters  with  those  of  the  river  Nene. 
Another  arm  once  branched  out  near  Littleport, 
and  passing  ^through  Elm,  united  also  with  the 
Nene  at  Wisbech ;  but  both  those  branches  ace- 

The  following  Docament  is  extracted  from  Cole's  MSS. 
''  A  coppy  of  the  places  and  length,  where  towns,  people,  and 
places  are  oblidged  to  repair  of  Aldreth  Causeway. 

Poles  or  p 
.   Roods.    '*^^ 

Doddington  parish  (begins  at  Aldreth  end)     -     -    20  — 

Mr.  Castle,  now  Mr.  Goffbrd    -         -         -         -    —  20 
March  parish,  with  the  heads  and  coffens  of  the 

learn  bridge         -        -        -        -        -        -30  — 

Whittlesea  bridge SO  — 

Mr,  Castle,  now  Mr.  Coulson,  Cheesmonger  of 

Peterborough      -        -        -        -        -        -16  — 

Chatterice  parish.  Deep  Whells,  coffens  and  heads » 

and  their  part  of  Causeway  -         -        -         -      7  — 

Thomas  Castle  Esq.,  beyond  deep  wheel,  -         -     16  — 

Tidd  St.  Giles  parish 7  — 

Leyerington        do.          -        -        -        -        -    12  — • 

Wbbech             do. 12  — 

Elme  parish,  causeway  with  Mr.  Coulson  of  Pe- 
terborough's Pole-bridge,  heads  and  coffens  and 

other  parts  interfere.  Elm  Causeway  33  feet   -     12  -* 

liOrd  Hard  wick  for  Hintin        -        -         -        .    40  .^ 

Newton  parish        -        -        -        -         -         -0  — 

William  Drury  Esq.,  now  Farrin       -         -        -      2  — 

Stuntney  parish      -        -         -        -        -         -11  — 

Haddenham  end      .-.-..8  — 

a 

RalphMarchEsq.  for  the  manor  of  Gray's  .      2    — 

the  manor  of  Che  well's     -      3    — 

Heads  and  coffens  of  high  bridge  to  Mr.  Coulson      6    — 

''Chains  00     1     8| 
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now  nearly  grown  up,  though  still  forming  the 
boundary  line  in  many  places  between  the  Isle  of 
Ely  and  the  counties  of  Norfolk  aud  Hunting- 
don. 

The  Ouze  neither  gives  nor  receives  much 
beauty^  the  great  tract  through  which  it  passes 
including  some  of  the  least  interesting  districts 
in  England.  Its  course  is  uniformly  dull  and  un- 
important to  Buckinghamshire,  nor  is  it  at  all  an 
object  of  ornament  from  the  princely  territory  of 
Stowe,  which  abounds  in  grand  scenes  and  build- 
ings^  rather  too  artificially  disposed,  as  well  as 
too  numerous. 

The  Ilyee,  which  meets  it  a  little  below  Bedford,  Hyec. 
passes  near  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  noble  domain 
of  Wooburn  Abbey  ;  and  the  Ivel  flows  north-  i^^i^ 
ward  from  its  rise  in  the  Chalk  Hills  near  Bal- 
dock:^  to  Biggleswade  and  Tempsford,  through  a 
dull  tract  of  country. 

The  Ouze  does  not  much  improve  as  it  tra- 
verses the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Huntingdon, 
though  it  adds  some  consequence  to  their  capitals, 
being  there  navigable.  The  old  mansion  at 
Hinchinbrook,  formerly  a  priory,  afterwards  the 
property  of  the  Cromwells,  and  now  of  the  Earls 
of  Sandwich,  presents  a  feature  of  some  beauty, 
as  do  the  grounds  of  the  author  of  this  work,  at 
Hartford  near  Huntingdon. 

The  upland  waters  of  the  River  Ouze  (as  al- 
ready stated)  empty  themselves  near  Earith  into 
an  artificial  river,  cut  by  the  adventurers  for 
draining  the  Bedford  Level,  called  the  "  One 
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ont  Himdred    Hundred  Feet  River/*  which  being  straight^  and 

open  to  the  daily  flow  of  the  tides  from  Lynn^  be- 
comes  liable  to  be  silted  up,  unless  a  sufficient 
scour  can  be  obtained  by  as  strong  an  ebb  cur- 
rent as  possible  from  the  watei'S  of  the  Ouze.  The 
state  of  the  latter  river  is,  therefore,  of  essential 
importance  to  the  Bedford  Level  Corporation,  and 
may  justify  the  author  entering  upon  a  short  his- 
torical account  of  the  origin  of  its  navigation, 
and  the  persons  and  public  bodies  now  empowered 
or  compelled  to  take  active  steps  in  its  preserva* 
tion  and  improvement. 

The  navigation  of  the  River  Ouze  appears  to 

have  been  first  undertaken  by  one  Arnold  Spencer, 

under  the  authority  of  letters  patent,  granted  to 

3  Cir.  1.        him  and  his  assigns  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign 

of  King  Charles  the  First.  By  subsequent  letten 
14  Car.  I.  patent,  (14  Car,  L,)  the  Crown  granted  to  the  said 
Arnold  Spencer,  the  only  and  absolute  use  and 
benefit  of  all  and  singular  the  water  carriage  in 
and  upon  the  river,  from  St.  Ives  to  St.  Neots,  and 
so  far  as  the  same  is  made  navigable  higher  up, 
for  ever. 

Spencer  paid  an  annual  fee  farm  rent  to  the 
Crown  of  6/.  I3s.  4d.,  and  was  bound  to  repair  all 
the  bridges,  locks,  and  works,  made  by  him  or  bis 
assigns  upon  the  course  of  the  river ;  but  whether 
this  payment  is  now  continued  is  not  known  to  the 
author. 

It  is  probable  that  Arnold  Spencer  was  unable 

to  complete  the  work  he  had  undertaken,  for  we 

16  &i7Cttr.^.  find  an  act  passed^  16  &  17  Car.  II.  c.  12,  enabling 
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t>tlier  persoiifl  to  make  the  river  naylgable^  under 
the  authority  and  control  of  certain  commis- 
sionerSy  being  justices  of  the  peace  in  those  coui^ 
ties  through  which  the  river  has  its  course. 

Under  this  authority  and  control,  the  parties 
owning  the  right  of  receiving  the  tolls  for  the 
navigation  of  the  river  must,  it  is  presumed,  even 
at  this  period,  act  in  the  performance  of  the  duties 
imposed  upon  them. 

Grants  from  the  Crown  in  earlier,  and  perhaps 
better  times,  were  never  conceded  without  the 
performance  by  the  party  benefited  of  some  cor- 
responding advantage  to  the  public ;  and  al^ 
though  the  doctrine  of  ^^  Resumption,"  has  been 
Icmg  out  of  fashion,  in  these  more  degenerate 
days,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  if  the  parties 
beneficially  interested  in  the  profits  of  the  tolls 
ef  the  navigation,  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  that 
which  the  grant  imposes,  the  law  would  com- 
pel a  specific  performance  of  the  original  contract. 

Many  persons  are,  doubtless,  ignorant  of  the  GodmanciMitar 
existence  of  a  public  body,  called  the  Corporation 
of  Godmanchester,  although  of  antiquity  so  con- 
siderable that  it  traces  its  origin  to  the  time  of 
King  John.  Tradition  states  that  King  James 
the  First,  upon  his  journey  from  Scotland  to  Lon- 
don^ upon  his  accession  to  the  Crown  of  England, 
was  met,  upon  passing  through  the  borough,  by 
this  corporation  and  the  inhabitants,  with  a  pro- 
cession of  some  hundreds  of  ploughs. 

Godmanchester  is  a  place  of  great  extent,  as 
regards  its  agricultural  lands,  as  well  as  its 
extensive  meadow  grounds  and  open  commons. 


UMt,  1689. 
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Great  part  of  the  two  latter  being  liable  to  be  over^ 
flowed  by  the  waters  of  the  river  Ouze,  exten^ 
sive  power  is  vested  in  this  corporation  for  the 
regulation  of  the  commons. 

It  does  not  appear  what  was  the  fi^te  of  those 
who  became  adventurers,  under  the  act  of  16  &  17 
Car.  I. :  they  were,  probably,  like  other  undertakers 
both  of  ancient  and  modern  times,  unable  to 
complete  their  contract,  and  became  utterly 
Ashley's  Con-    ruiucd.    Be  this  as  it  may,  it  seems  that  one 

Henry  Ashley,  of  Gray's  Inn,  Esq.,  was  the  owner 
of  the  navigation  in  the  year  1689,  having  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  property.    In  that  year, 
the  bailiffs,  assistants,  and  commonalty  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Godmanchester,  conveyed  to  this  Henry 
Ashley,  Esq.,  for  the  consideration  of  120/.,  the  fee 
simple  of  a  piece  of  ground  in  Godmanchester,, 
called  the  "  Mill  Holts,**  with  the  reservation  of 
certain  rights  and  privileges  to  the  corporation ; 
and,  in  this  deed,  is  the  following  very  important 
provision :  ^^  And  moreover,  that  it  shall  and  may 
^^  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  miller  of  the  said  God- 
^^  manchester  Mills,  for  the  time  being,  and  in  his 
^^  default  or  omission,  for  such  person  or  persons, 
^*  officer  or  officers,  as  shall  be  thereupon  appointed 
by  the  bailiffs  of  Godmanchester  for  the  time 
being,  for  ever  hereafter,  upon  every  likelihood 
and  appearance  of  any  flood  or  outrage  of  water j 
to  set  open,  and  keep  open,  or  else  to  take  off  the 
gates  of  the  aforesaid  sluices  ;  and  also  the  gates 
^^  of  the  sluices  in  and  near  Houghton ;  and  also  the 
^^  gates  of  the  sluices  in  and  near  the  Mill  of  Hem- 
^*  mingfordGrey,in  the  said  county  of  Huntingdon, 
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*'  and  lay  them  upon  the  lands  by  the  side  of  the 
"  said  sluices,  until  the  water  be  fallen  and  the 
"  flood  well  abated." 

The  possession  of  this  power  is  of  essential  con- 
sequence, not  only  to  the  drainage  of  the  meadows 
and  commons  adjoining  the  River  Ouze,  but  also 
to  the  quick  passage  of  the  upland  waters  to  sea. 
The  stream  of  the  River  Ouze,  at  ordinary  times, 
is  not  rapid,  and  its  course  is  rendered  more  un- 
equal, or  rather  impeded,  by  the  number  of  water- 
mills  with  which  it  is  (if  the  expression  may  be 
used)  much  incumbered.   The  interest  of  the  land- 
owners, and  the  interest  of  the  millers  are,  at  times 
of  high  water,  or  the  expectation  of  high  water, 
any  thing  but  reciprocal ;  hence  mutual  complaints 
have  arisen,  and  probably  will  arise,  until  some 
equally  beneficial  remedy  be  devised :  the  millers 
contending  that  the  gates  of  the  sluices  are  drawn 
at  too  early  a  period,  while  the  land-owners,  on  the 
other  hand,  complain  that  their  lands  are  destroyed 
by  the  great  and  unnecessary  heads  of  water  held 
up  by  the  millers.  This  state  of  things  has,  unfor- 
tunately, led  to  litigation,  and  must  continually 
lead   to  similar  consequences,  unless  all  parties 
interested  in  drainage  and  navigation,  as  well  as  in 
the  mills,  will  concur  in  some  general  improve- 
ment, which,  it  is  apprehended,  may  be  accom- 
plished by  calling  into  activity  the  powers  vested 
in  the  commissioners  named  in  the  statute  16  &  17 
Car.  II.,  and  the  provisions  of  a  subsequent  statute, 
to  be  presently  noticed,  6  Geo.  I ;  or  should  these 
statutes  not  afford  the  means  of  carrying  into  effect 

VOL.  I.  n 
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some  general  plan  and  arrangement,  satisfactory 
to  all  parties^  recourse  should  be  bad,  either  to 
the  ancient  common  law  redress,  a  commission  of 
sewers,  or  the  more  modern  practice — an  applica- 
tion to  the  legislature. 
€  Geo.  1.  No  alteration  appears  to  have  taken  place  in 

the  rights,  powers,  and  interests  of  the  several 
parties,  until  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
Geo.  I.,  when  an  Act  was  passed  for  preserving 
and  improving  the  navigation  of  this  river,  which  is 
stated  in  the  recital  to  have  become  so  shallow,  at 
or  near  St.  Ives,  and  other  places  in  the  county  of 
Huntingdon,  that  by  reason  thereof,  and  of  the 
decay  of  a  certain  work  formerly  *  built,  and 
standing  in  the  said  river  below  St.  Ives,  com- 
monly called  St.  Ives  Staunch,  boats  and  lighters 
could  not  pass  up  the  said  river  to  St.  Ives,  much 
less  higher  up  the  said  river,  as  they  used  to 
do.  By  this  act,  Henry  Ashley,  Esq.,  the 
then  proprietor  of  the  river,  and  who  had  suc- 
ceeded to  this  property  from  his  father,  was  au- 
thorized  '*  to  repair,  amend,  meliorate,  and  im- 
prove the  passage  thereof  for  boats,  &c.  within 
the  county  of  Huntingdon^  and  to  make  the 
same  better  and  more  perfectly  navigable  from  a 
place  called  HoUywell  -f,  in  the  said  county,  to 
every  such  other  place  or  places  higher  up  the 

*  It  does  not  appear  when  this  staunch  was  originaUy  built, 
but,  it  is  presumed,  it  was  made  under  the  authority  of  the  16  & 
17  Car.  2. 

t  The  jurisdiction  of  the  Bedford  Level  Corporation  ends 
at  the  foot  d  the  Highlands  near  this  place. 
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Stream  of  the  river,  and  within  the  said  cDunty/' 
This  Act  authorized  Mr.  Ashley  to  erect  a  staunch 
and  other  works  at  or  near  St.  Ives  (which  were  ac- 
cordingly completed) ;  and  at  the  same  time,  gave 
pow^r  to  the  magistrates  of  the  county  in  sessions, 
to  settle  the  amount  of  any  damage  that  the  lord  of 
the  manors  or  landholders  of  St.  Ives  and  Fenny 
Stanton  might  sustain  by  the  erection  of  such 
stannch:  and  in  order  to  reimburse  Mr.  Ashley  for 
the  additional  charges  of  erecting  the  same  staunch 
and  other  works,  he  was  to  receive  an  additional 
toll.     Considerable    fears  appear  to  have  been  App.772. 
entertained,  even  at  that  period,  of  the  effects  of 
the  staunch  so  to  be  erected  ;  in  consequence  of 
which,  a  kind  of  court  of  conservancy  was  created 
by  the  Act,  consisting  of  six  justices  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  and  six  Commis- 
sioners of  Sewers  within  the  Great  Level  of  the 
Fens,  to  be  annually  appointed  in  manner  directed 
by  the  act ;  and,  when  we  consider  the  state  of  the 
river,  it  is  greatly  to  be  lamented,  that  the  juris- 
diction and  powers,  given  as  well  by  the  16  and 
17  Car.  II.  as  by  6  George  I.,  are  not  (and  there  is 
no  doubt  they  legally  may  be)  carried  into  imme- 
diate effect. 

The  conveyance  of  1689,  before  alluded  to,  and 
also  the  act  of  6  George  I.,  vested  great  powers  in 
the  corporation  of  Godmanchester,  as  to  run- 
ning the  waters,  and  regulating  the  sluices ;  and, 
considering  the  extent  and  value  of  their  commons 
and  meadows,  it  was  very  proper  that  such  pow- 
ers should  have  been  so  vested,  as  they  were  not 

d2 
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very  likely  to  be'abused.  The  corporation  having 
no  political  motives,  would  (unlike  those  cor- 
porations which  lend  and  bend  themselves  to 
the  Moloch  of  the  day)  be  indisposed  to  be 
swayed  by  improper  or  interested  motives  in  the 
due  execution  of  the  responsible  duties  committed 
to  their  charge.  The  rights,  privileges,  and  usages 
of  the  ancient  corporation  of  Godmanchester,  for 
prevention  of  the  overflowing  of  the  lands  of  the 
inhabitants,  are  fully  and  unequivocally  reserved 
by  this  Act;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  sufficient 
industry,  talent,  and  perseverance,  will  be  found 
in  that  body  to  j  ustify  the  public  in  looking  forward 
with  confidence  to  their  active  exertions  and  co- 
operation, to  accomplish  that  improvement  in  the 
«tate  of  the  river,  and  the  drainage  of  the  lands 
adjoining,  which  must  appear  so  obviously  neces- 
sary,  even  to  the  most  superficial  observer. 

The  necessary  steps  ought  without  loss  of 
time  to  be  taken,  in  order  to  render  effective  all 
the  dormant  but  legal  powers  now  vested  in  the 
justices  of  the  counties  of  Huntingdon  and  Bed- 
ford, the  corporation  of  the  Bedford  Level,  and 
the  ancient  corporation  of  Godmanchester.  It  will 
be  conceded  to  the  author  of  this  work,  that  since 
he  has  had  the  honor  of  holding  the  important 
situation  of  Register,  he  has  done  all  in  his  power 
to  rouse  the  parties  to  an  active  discharge  of  the 
duties  imposed  upon  them. 
Onxe  below  Returning  now  to  the  lower  end  of  the  river 

Denver  slaice.  *n,    . 

Ouze,  between  Denver  Sluice  and  the  port  of  Lynn, 
it  should  not  be  omitted  to  state,  that  the  naviga- 
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tion  of  this  part  of  the  river  is  under  the  manage- 
ment of  certain  commissioners^  appointed  by  an 
act  passed  in  the  30th  Geo.  III.^  three  of  which 
commissioners  are  to  be  nominated  annually, 
at  the  April  meeting,  under  the  common  seal  30  Geo.  3, 
of  the  corporation  of  the  Bedford  Level.  This  ^pP'^^^' 
is  sometimes,  but  not  always,  attended  to  ;  and 
as  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  corporation 
may  suffer  by  disuse,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  this 
power  is  not  uniformly  exercised.  Twice  only, 
since  the  first  election  of  the  present  Register,  has 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  taken  place  at 
the  general  April  meeting  of  the  corporation. 
The  subject  of  the  improvement  of  the  lower  end 
of  this  river,  by  the  Eau  Brink  Cut,  will  be  here- 
after mentioned  in  the  history  of  the  origin  and 
completion  (perhaps  we  should  rather  say,  the  pro- 
gress) of  that  important  work. 

There  are  five  bridges  over  the  river,  between  Ouzq  Bridges. 
Denver  Sluice  and  the  harbour  of  Lynn ;  namely, 
Downham,  Stow,  Magdalen,  St.Germains,  and  Eau 
Brink ;  some  of  these  bridges  are  by  no  means  in  the 
state  required  for  the  increased  celerity  whi  ch  recent 
improvements  are  likely  to  give  to  the  passage  of  the 
waters  to  the  outfall.  It  may  be  proper,  as  lawyers 
sav,  to  put  them  upon  record,  although  the  con- 
sideration of  their  present  and  future  state  must  be 
reserved  for  that  part  of  this  work,  which  treats  of 
the  Eau  Brink  Cut.  It  may,  however,  be  mention- 
ed, that  sanguine  hopes  are  entertained,  that  some, 
if  not  all  of  these  bridges,  will  soon  be  so  altered, 
that  no  impediment  will  arise  to  those  improve- 
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raents  which  are  now  in  progress,   and,  it  fe 
expected,  will  be  ultimately  completed. 

Before  this  cursory  review  of  the  natural  rivers 
emptying  their  waters  through  the  fens  is  com- 
pleted, we  must  not  neglect  to  notice  the  rivers 
Lark,  Brandon  or  Lesser  Ouze,  and  the  Wissey ; 
all  of  which  have  their  outfall  to  sea,  through  Ihe 
harbour  of  Lynn,  by  the  river  Ouze. 


The  River  Lark. 

La^k.  This    river  rises    above    the    town   of  Bury 

St.  Edmunds,  through  which  it  passes,  (being  na- 
vigable nearly  to  that  town,)  and  empties  its 
waters  into  the  river  Ouze,  a  short  distance  below 
Ely  bridge.  The  navigation  is  private  property^ 
and  its  entrance  into  the  river  Ouze  has  recently^ 
under  the  authority  of  the  South  Level  Act,  been 
altered  by  the  opening  of  Sandall's  or  Sandy's  Cut^ 
into  which  it  now  empties  itself:  the  consider* 
ation  of  this  Cut,  and  its  effect  upon  the  drain- 
age and  navigation  of  that  part  of  the  Bedford 
Level,  called  the  South  Level,  will  be  considered 
in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  work. 
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The  Lesser  Ouze,  or  Brandon  River. 

This  river  has  its  source  at  Lopham,  in  the  TbeLemr 
county  of  Nor  folk;  and  passing  through  the  towns  BrandonRirer. 
of  Thetford  and  Brandon,  (at  which  latter  place 
it  divides  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Saffolk,) 
continues  its  course  through  the  fens  to  its  outfall 
into  the  river  Ouze^  between  Littleport  and 
Sottthery,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  at  a  place 
called  Brand  Creek. 

The  history  of  the  navigation  of  this  river,  or 
at  least,  a  considerable  part  of  it,  is  rather  curious, 
and  proves  that  the  anxiety  of  persons  of  distinc- 
tion to  oblige  corporations,  existed  at  a  period  when 
political  servility  was  not  (to  use  the  memorable 
remark  made  by  the  late  Lord  Colchester,  when 
speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,)  as  notorious 
as  the  sun  at  noon  day. 

By  an  act  passed  in  the  22d  year  of  Car.  II.,  the  22  Car.  2. 
mayor,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  Thetford,  ^^^^^^ 
were  empowered,  under  the  superintendence  and 
control  of  certain  commissioners,  to  make  this 
river  navigable  from  a  place  called  Whitehouse, 
beneath  Brandon  Ferry,  to  Thetford,  and  to  receive 
certain  tolls  from  persons  navigating  along  the 
river ;  but  the  corporation  being  at  that  time  "  not 
at  all  in  a  condition  to  execute  the  workj^  the  Right 
Honourable  Henry  Earl  of  Arlington  undertook 
its  execution,  and  the  tolls  were  subsequently  as- 
signed to  him.    His  lordship's  only  child,  Isabella, 
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married  and  survived  the  most  noble  Henry,  Duke 
of  Grafton ;  and  after  the  decease  of  the  Duke,  her 
Grace  very  kindly  released  to  the  corporation  of 
Tbetford  all  her  right  and  interest  in  these  tolls. 
Mutual  feelings  of  gratitude  and  good-will  appear 
to  have  existed  between  the  noble  bouse  of  Fitzroy 
and  the  worthy  corporation,  up  to  the  present 
period.  The  corporation  of  Tbetford  seem  to 
have  expended  considerable  sums  in  making  navi* 
gable  that  part  of  the  river  under  their  control ; 
but  it  was  in  later  times  discovered^  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Brandon,  and  persons 
carrying  goods  to  and  from  thence,  had  all  along 
received  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  from  Whitehouse  up  to  Brandony 
and  paid  no  toll,  although  the  boats  passing 
between  these  places  could  not  often  get  to  Bran- 
don without  the  assistance  of  the  sluices  and 
staunches  erected  between  Tbetford  and  Brandon. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  obviate  this  evil,  and  put 

the  whole  line  of  river  between  Tbetford  and 

Whitehouse,  (near  Brandon  Ferry,)  into  a  proper 

30  Geo.  s.       state,  an  act  was  passed,  30  Geo.  III.  c.  166, 

vesting  the  tolls  of  the  river  in  the  mayor^  bur- 
gesses, and  commonalty  of  Tbetford,  who  are  by 
that  act  appointed  and  continued  undertakers 
for  making,  improving,  and  completing  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river,  and  authorized  to  take  to 
their  own  use  and  uses,  the  several  tolls  specified 
in  such  act. 

It  has  certainly  been  said,  that  the  navigation 
and  general  condition  of  this  river  are  by  no  means 
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in  that  perfect  state  of  **  completiovT  contemplated 
by  the  Act.     This  must,  however,  have  arisen 
from  the  insufficiency  of  the  funds,  or  the  "  con- 
dition of  the  corporation,"  to  cany  its  provisions 
into  effect.     Considering  the  way  in  which  the 
public  funds  of  political  corporations  are  too  often 
appropriated,  illiberal  persons  might,  without  due 
inquiry,  attribute  some  blame  to  the  Corporation; 
but  when  we  consider  their  great  personal  re- 
spectability, no  doubt  ought  to  be  entertained 
that  they  are  fully  able  to  prove  that  all  has  been 
done  that  could  be  done.     It  is  not  for  mortals  to 
command  success;  nor  is  it  of  importance  to  the 
more  immediate  object  of  this  work  to  pursue 
the  inquiry:  it  is  left,  if  necessary,  to  persons 
more  peculiarly  interested  ;  although  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  observe,  that  in  case  the  Corpo- 
ration neglect  their   duty,  certain  commission- 
ers are   empowered  to   receive  and    apply  the 
tolls  in  such  works  as  are  in  the  opinion  of  those 
commissioners  neglected  by  the  Corporation. 

It  will  probably  be  necessary  to  refer  to  the 
state  of  both  of  the  last-mentioned  rivers,  when 
the  subject  of  the  Eau-Brink  Cut  is  considered, 
in  a  future  part  of  this  work. 
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River  If^ssey. 

The  wine^r.        This  rivcr  also  Fises  in  the  county  of  Norfolk^ 

above  Stoke  Feriy^  through  which  place  it  runs^ 
and^  after  crossing  the  turnpike  road  betweea* 
Ely  and  Downham,  in  the  town  of  Hilgay,  emp* 
ties  itself  a  short  distance  below  that  place  iato^ 
the  Ouze. 

It  is  only  partially  navigable  above  Dfenver 
Sluice,  and  is  under  no  other  legislative  regulation 
than  that  of  commissioners  appointed  for  carrying 
into  execution  an  Act  passed  in  1814^  for  draining 
and  preserving  certain  fen  lands  in  the  parishes  of 
Stoke  Ferry,  Northwold^  Wretton,  Werefaam, 
West  Dereham,  Roxham,  Fordham,  Denver^ 
Downham  Market,  Wimbotisham>  and  Stow 
Bardolf,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk.  By  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  the  commissioners,  when  they 
shall  judge  it  necessary,  are  to  ^'  widen,  rode,  or 
crab**  the  River  Wissey,  between  Stoke  Bridge 
and  Hilgay  Creek's  End ;  and  the  same  is  to  be  done 
at  the  sole  costs  and  charges  of  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  the  land  lying  within  the  boundary 

wineytoUi.     described  in  that  act.    The  commissionei-s  have 

also  the  power  of  receiving  tolls  from  persons 
passing  along  the  north  bank  of  this  river ;  such 
tolls  to  be  applied  only  in  the  repairs  of  that 
bank. 

There  are  several  small  brooks  and  lodes  which 
also  bring  the  upland  waters  into  the  fens ;  but 
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we  have  already,  ic  is  feared^  been  too  prolix  and 
tedious.  It  was,  however^  impossible  to  con- 
vey a  full  knowledge  of  the  causes  of  |the  ori- 
ginal inundation  of  the  fens,  without  particu- 
larizing the  several  natural  rivers,  with  their 
sources  and  tributary  streams.  We  must  now 
proceed  to  consider,  what  other  causes  contributed 
to  the  general  inundation  of  the  Great  LeveL  — 
This  inquiry  will  form  the  subject  of  the  next 
chapter. 
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Causes   of   Inundation. —  Upland,  Downfall    and 
Tidal  IVaters. — Tides  in  general. 

Having  in  the  previous  Chapter  laid  down  the 
course  of  the  several  natural  rivers  with  their  tri- 
butary streams^  and  the  means  by  which  the  up- 
land waters  are  conveyed  into  and  through  the 
Great  Level  of  the  Fens ;  it  will  naturally  suggest 
itself  to  the  reader^  that  when  the  beds  of  the 
rivers  were  overflowed,  the  waters  would  spread 
themselves    over    the    adjoining    surface,    and 
there  remain,  until  in  process  of  time  they  found 
their  way  to  the  several  outfalls  at  sea.     But 
had  there  been  no  other  causes  of  inundation 
than  those  arising  from  the  influx  of  the  upland 
water,  such   inundation  would  have  been  both 
partial  and  temporary ;  partial,  according  to  the 
quantity  of  water,  and  the  different  periods  when 
brought  down  by  each  river ;  temporary,  inasmuch 
as  the  floods  would  seldom  be  very  large  during  the 
summer  months;  and  would  consequently  permit 
cultivation,  although  at  short  intervals.    But  the 
Great  Level  had  to  encounter  other,  and,  in  one 
respect,  much  more  important    enemies.      The 
downfal  rains  poured  their  waters  upon  the  smooth 
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and  porous  surface  of  the  feus^  amidst  the  already  nowutai  Wa- 
accumulated  burthen  from  the  uplands  ;  but  the 
greatest  addition  was  the  daily  flux  and  reflux  of 
the  tides^  driving  their  vast  billows  from  the  Ger-  Tidaiwatcm. 
man  Ocean,  through  the  harbours  of  Lynn,  Wis- 
bech, and  Boston,  into  the  defenceless  and  al- 
ready overburthened  Level.  Those  waters  wouJd 
naturally  overflow,  to  a  considerable  distance,  the 
surface  of  a  flat  country,  and  the  constant 
recurrence  of  the  tides  prevent  the  regular  dis-  App.p.63— 72. 
charge  of  the  floods,  collected  from  the  upland 
and  downfal  waters.  Such  must  have  been  the 
natural  consequences.  It  will  be  seen  hereafter,  at 
what  different  periods  this  unhappy  state  of  things 
excited  the  attention  of  the  ingenious^  the  indus- 
triouS;  the  enterprising,  or  the  patriotic. 

Before  we  proceed  further  in  this  inquiryja  few 
remarks  relative  to  the  subject  of  the  flux  and 
reflux  of  tidal  waters  may,  it  is  hoped,  be  consi- 
dered a  venial  digression.  The  Author  of  this 
Work  has  frequently,  and  more  particularly  in  his 
early  days,  found  some  difficulty  in  understanding 
the  theory  of  tides ;  and  there  are  few  persons 
interested  in  Fen  affairs,  who  will  deny  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  well  acquainted  with  this  subject. 
The  discussion  may,  indeed,  appear  superfluous  to 
the  more  experienced  reader,  and  practical  fen 
man ;  but  it  should  be  remembered,  that  men^  like 
nations,  rise  and  fall,  flourish  and  decay;  and 
that  the  instruction  of  youth  is  never  beneath 
the  genius  of  the  wisest  of  mortals. 

We  are  all  aware  of  the  consummate  talent  of  oiyof the 

tides. 
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AriiCoCle. 


Kepler. 


Galileo. 
DetcMtck 


the  immortal  Newton ;  of  bis  knowledge  of  the  ron 
and  the  planets ;  it  might  also  be  said,  his  inter- 
course with  Heaven  itself.  To  his  vast  and  com- 
prehensive mind  we  are  indebted  for  settled  and 
durable  principles  of  science.  Let  us  follow  him 
into  the  world  of  waters — through  the  depttia  of 
the  ocean.  Let  us  inquire,  by  what  power  or 
cause  it  is,  that  this  vast  liquid  body  rises  and  foils 
alternately,  twice  a  day,  in  a  manner  so  constant 
and  regular. 

The  ancients  beheld  in  the  tidesone  of  the  great- 
est mysteries  of  nature,  and  were  utterly  at  a  loss 
to  account  for  them.  Aristotle,  the  great  oracle  of 
antiquity,  is  represented  to  have  thrown  himsdf 
into  the  sea,  from  his  inability  to  explain  their  mo- 
tions ;  and  when  he  was  in  India,  with  Alexander 
the  Great,  it  is  said,  that  he  wanted  to  follow  the 
tide  in  its  reflux,  to  ascertain  the  terminatioii  of 
its  course.  The  story  is  sufficiently  absurd  j  but 
not  more  ridiculous  than  the  following,  related  of 
Kepler.  This  great  man,  in  one  of  his  reveries, 
considered  the  earth  as  a  living  being,  and 
thought  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  sea,  were  the 
effect  of  its  respiration ;  men  and  other  creatures, 
he  considered  to  be  insects  which  fed  upon  this 
animal ;  bushes  and  trees,  the  bristles  on  its 
back ;  and  the  water  of  seas  and  rivers,  a  liquid 
which  circulated  in  its  veins. 

Galileo,  Descartes,  and  even  Kepler,  have,  how- 
ever, expressed  themselves  more  philosoj^hically 
upon  this  subject;  but  the  first  who  clearly 
pointed  out  the  cause  of  the  phaenomenon,  and 
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shewed  its  agreement  with  the  effects,  was 
Newton.  To  a  genius  like  his,  enterprise  and 
discoveiy  were  second  nature.  The  moon,  he  pre* 
45ently  saw,  was  the  principal  agent  which  produced 
these  motions;  and  by  applying  his  new  principles 
of  geometry  and  attraction,  he  soon  shewed  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  effected.  To  follow  him 
through  all  his  calculations  and  inquiries  would 
be  difficult,  and  foreign  to  our  purpose.  Not  to 
insist,  therefore,  upon  abstruse  investigations^ 
which  are  intelligible  only  to  mathematicians  and 
philosophers,  we  will  begin  by  describing  the 
most  obvious  facts,  and  afterwards  shew  their 
conformity  with  the  theory  he  has  established. 

The  ocean,  it  is  well  known,  covers  more  than  The  Ocean, 
one  half  of  the  globe ;  and  this  large  body  of  water 
IS  found  to  be  in  continual  motion,  ebbing  and 
flowing  alternately,  without  the  least  intermission. 
What  connexion  these  motions  have  with  the 
moon,  we  shall  see  as  we  proceed ;  but  u£  present, 
it  will  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that  they  always 
follow  a  certain  general  rule :  for  instance,  if  the 
tide  be  now  at  high  water  mark  in  any  port  or  har- 
bour which  lies  open  to  the  ocean,  it  will  pre- 
sently subside,  and  flow  regularly  back,  for  about 
six  hours,  when  it  will  be  found  at  low  water 
mark.  After  this,  it  will  again  gradually  advance 
for  six  hours,  and  then  again  retreat  in  the  same 
time  to  its  former  situation;  rising  and  falling  in 
succession  twice  a  day,  or  in  the  space  of  about 
twenty-four  hours. 

The  interval  between  its  flux  and  reflux  i«>  how*  ^«^*  ^^ 
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evevj  not  precisely  six  hours,  but  exceeds  that  pe- 
riod by  about  eleven  minutes ;  so  that  the  time  of 
high  water  does  not  always  happen  at  the  same 
hour ;  but  is  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  later 
every  day,  for  thirty  days,  when  it  again  recurs  as 
before : — for  example :  if  it  be  high  water  at  Lynn 
to-day  at  noon,  it  will  be  low  water  at  eleven 
minutes  after  six  in  the  evening;  and  conse- 
quently, after  two  changes  more,  the  time  of 
•  high  water  the  next  day  will  be  at  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  after  noon ;  the  day  fol- 
lowing, it  will  be  about  half  an  hour  after  one ;  the 
day  after  that,  at  a  quarter  past  two  ;  and  so  on 
for  thirty  days,  when  it  will  again  be  high  water  at 
noon,  the  same  as  on  the  day  the  observation  was 
first  made ;  and  this  exactly  answers  to  the  motion 
of  the  moon:  she  rises  every  day  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  later  than  upon  the  pre- 
ceding one,  and  by  moving  in  this  manner  round 
the  earth,  completes  the  revolution  in  about  thirty 
days,  and  then  begins  to  rise  again  at  the  same  time 
as  before. 

To  make  the  matter  still  plainer,  suppose  at  Wis- 
bech it  is  high  water  at  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon upon  the  day  of  the  new  moon  ;  the  following 
day,  it  will  be  high  water  at  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  after  three ;  the  day  after  that,  at  half  an  hour 
past  four ;  and  so  on,  till  the  next  new  moon,  when 
it  will  again  be  high  water  exactly  at  three  o'clock, 
the  same  as  before :  and  by  observing  the  tides  con- 
tinually at  the  same  place,  they  will  always  be  found 
to  follow  the  same  rule ;  the  time  of  high  water. 
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upon  the  day  of  every  new  moon,  being  exactly  at 
the  same  hour ;  and  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
later  every  succeeding  day . 

Such  a  perfect  harmony  of  motions  as  is  here 
pointed  out,  could  not  possibly  arise  from  the  mere 
recurrence  of  fortuitous  causes,  or  the  uncertain 
operations  of  blind  chance,  as  many  sceptical  phi- 
losophers affect  to  believe.  On  the  contrary,  the  flux 
and  reflux  of  the  tides  are  in  such  exact  conformity 
with  the  motion  of  the  moon,  that,  independently  of 
all  mathematical  considerations,  we  should  certain- 
ly be  induced  to  look  to  her  as  their  primary  cause. 
The  tides  are  not,  however,  solely  affected  by 
the  moon,  but  by  the  combined  forces  of  the  sun 
and  moon;   or,  properly  speaking,  there  are  two 
tides,  a  solar  tide,  and  a  lunar,  which  have  a  joint 
or  opposite  effect,  according  to  the  situation  of  the 
bodies  which  produce  them.   When  the  actions  of 
the  sun   and   moon  conspire  together,  as  at  the 
time  of  the  new  and  full  moon,  the  flood  be- 
comes more  considerable ;  and  in  this  case  they 
are  called  spring  tides.     But  when  one  tends  to  Spring  tides. 
elevate,  whilst  the  other  tends  to  depress  the  wa- 
ters^  as  at  the  moon's  first  and  third  quarters,  the 
effect  will  be  exactly  the  contrary :  the  flux  and 
reflux,  instead  of  being  augmented  as  before,  will 
now  be   diminished;    and  they  are  then   called 
neap  tides.  ^^^  ^^^■• 

The  effects  of  the  disturbing  forces  of  the  sun 
and  moon  depend,  likewise,  upon  their  respective 
distances  from  the  earth,  as  well  as  upon  their 
particular  situations;   for  the  less  the  distances 

VOL.  I.  E 
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are,  the  greater  will  be  their  effects;  and/tberefdre^ 
in  winter^  when  the  sun  is  nearer  to  the  earthy  the 
spring  tides  will  be  greater  than  in  summer^  when 
that  luminary  is  more  remote  ;  and  the  neap  tides, 
on  that  account,  will  be  less.  For  a  like  reason,  as 
the  moon  moves  in  an  elliptical  orbit  round  the 
earth,  and  is  neaf'er  to  us  sometimes  than  at  others, 
the  tides  willj  at  those  times,  be  greater,  and  at  the 
opposite  points  of  her  orbit,  less.  Some  variations, 
likewise,  take  place  in  consequence  of  the  dif- 
ferent declinations  of  the  sun  and  moon  at  differ- 
ent titnes ;  for  if  either  of  these  celestial  bodies 
were  at  the  pole,  it  would  occasion  a  constant  ele- 
vation, both  there  and  at  the  opposite  one,  and  a 
constant  depression  at  the  equator :  so  that,  as  the 
sun  and  moon  gradually  decline  from  the  equator, 
they  lose  their  effect,  and  the  tides  become  less ; 
and  when  they  are  both  in  the  equator,  the  tide  of 
course  becomes  greater.  These  are  the  principal 
phaenomena  of  the  tides ;  and  where  no  local  cir- 
cumstances interfere,  the  theory  and  facts  will  be 
found  to  agree.  But  it  must  be  observed,  that 
what  has  been  here  said,  relates  only  to  such 
places  as  lie  open  to  large  oceans.  Thus,  it  is 
high  water  at  Plymouth  about  the  sixth  hour ;  at 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  about  the  ninth  hour;  and  at 
London  Bridge,  about  the  fifteenth  hour,  after  the 
moon  has  passed  the  meridian.  There  are  also 
great  variations  in  the  heights  of  the  tides,  ac- 
cording to  the  situation  of  coasts,  or  the  nature  of 
the  straits  through  which  they  have  to  pass. 
Thus^  the  Mediterranean  and  Baltic  Seas  have 
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very  small  elevations,  while  at  the  port  of  Bristol, 
the  height  is  sometimes  forty  feet ;  and  at  St. 
Malo*s,  it  is  said  to  be  near  a  hundred*. 

One  great  privilege  of  genius  seems  to  be  that 
of  considering  difiicult  subjects  in   a  point  of 
view  which  renders  thetn  more  simple  and  perspi- 
cuous, and  enables  the  mind  to  follow  them  with 
ease,  and  fully  to  comprehend  their  various  in- 
tricacies and  relations.  This  facility  of  conception 
was  possessed  by   Newton  in    the  highest  de- 
gree :  be  always  knew,  in  every  case  which  re-' 
quired  investigation,  the  proper  mode  of  resolv- 
ing the  question.      The   Newtonian  theory  of 
tides  has  not,  however,  been  established  without 
encountering  the  most    strenuous    opposition'!*. 
And  here,  we  cannot  avoid  noticing  the  inge- 
nious, but  fanciful  ideas,  of  one  of  the  most  ami- 
able of  men  and  elegant  of  writers^,  who  attempts 
to  introduce  anew  theory  of  tides,  from  the  effusion 
of  the  polar  ices.  It  is  sufficient,  says  this  interest- 
ing author,  to  admit  the  alternate  effusions  of  the 
polar  ices,  (which  it  is  impossible  to  call  in  ques- 
tion,) to  explain,  with  the  greatest  facility,  all  the 
phsenomena  of  the  tides,  and  of  the  currents  of  the 
ocean.  These  phaenomena  present,  in  the  journals 
of  navigators  the  most  enlightened,  a  perpetual 

♦  The  author  is  greatly  indebted  for  most  of  these  observa- 
tions to  an  elegant  treatise,  entitled  *'  An  Introduction  to  Astro- 
nomy," by  John  Bonnycastle^  1796,  p.  123. 

+  Bouguor's  Treatise  of  Navigation.  Dampier's  Voyages. 
Treatise  on  Winds  and  Tides. 

t  Saint  Pierre's  Studies  of  Nature,  Vol.  1.  p.  158. 

e2 


S2  THB  6RBAT  LEVEf^ 

obscarity,  ami  a  multitude  of  contradictions^  as 
often  as  sucb  navigators  persist  in  ascribing  the 
causes  of  tbem  to  the  constant  pressure  of  the 
moon  and  of  ttie  sun  upon  the  equatoiv  without 
paying  attention  to  tlve  alternate  currents  from 
the  poles,  which  direct  their  courses  to  the 
equator^  and  the  counter  currents,  which,  retuiiir 
ing  towards  the  poles,  produce  tides  ;  and  to  the 
revolutions  which  winter  and  summer  effect  on 
those  two  movements. 

Monsieur  Bernardin  Saint  Pierre  is  ingenioui»> 
but  he  has  not  quite  overturned  the  Newtonian 
theory.  It  is  time,  however,  to  conclude  tliis  long 
discussion,  which,  as  it  arises  from  a  desire  to 
impart  instruction  upon  a  subject  connected 
greatly  with  the  fens,  it  is  hoped  the  candid 
reader  will  readily  pardon. 

The  rise  of  the  tides  at  Lynn,  and  the  state  of 
high  and  low  water  mark  at  Denver  Sluice,  will  be 
shewn  under  the  Chapter  which  treats  of  the 
origin,  progress,  and  (would  the  author  could 
add !)  the  completion,  of  the  Eau  Brink  Cut,  and 
works  arising  out  of  that  important  measure. 

It  has  already  been  stated,  that  at  every  new  and 
full  moon,  the  tides  flow  about  eight  feet  at  Wis^ 
bech;  and  there  is  no  great  difference  in  that 
respect  between  that  port  and  the  ports  of  Lynn 
and  Boston. 

Thus  have  been  brought  before  the  reader  the 
original  causes  of  the  general  inundations  of  the 
fens ;  namely,  the  upland  waters  conveyed  by  the 
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natural  rivers;  the  downfal  of  rainwaters;  and 
lastly^  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tides. 

We  will  now.  proceed  briefly  to  state  what  was 
the  situation  6f  the  fens  in  consequence  of  this 
continual  inundation^  or  (to  use  a  word  usually 
adopted  in  older  tiises)  this  surrounding  of  the 
low  lands  within  the  Levels  and  at  what  periods 
this  important  subject  of  drainage  became  matter 
of  serious  consideratiom 
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CHAPTER  III 


Original  state  of  the  Ch^eat  Level. —  State  during 
the  time  of  the  Ancient  Britons. -^On  the  Ar- 
rival of  the  Romans. — Works  erected  during 
their  Government. — Departure  of  the  Romans. — 
State  of  the  Fens  under  the  Saxons. — At  the  Con* 
quest. 

Oririnaiiute    It  must  be  apparent  to  every  reader  who  has 
oi^jbtGmt      attentively    perused    the    foregoing    Chapters^ 

that^  from  the  earliest  period^  the  whole  Great 
Level  of  the  Fens  must  have  been  one  vast  bay^ 
subject  to  inundation  from  natural  causes ;  and  in 
ages  long  before  the  commencement  of  history, 
which  is  but  the  record  of  those  who  are  of  yester- 
day, and  know  nothing,  the  waters  of  the  ocean 
mingled  with  those  of  the  heavens,  and  the  springs 
of  the  earth  passed  over  the  whole  of  what  was 
then  in  its  most  extended  sense,  **The  Great 
Level  of  the  Fens." 

History  itself  has  left  very  scanty  materials  from 
which  any  correct  opinions  can  be  formed,  with 
respect  to  the  period  at  which  this  important  coun- 
try was  first  attempted  to  be  reclaimed  from  the 
waters,  and  brought  into  cultivation. 


THE   GRBAT   LBVBL. 


55 


The  ancient  Britons  were  a  brave  and  bardy  Dating  iim 

tim6  of  th6 

race,  totally  unacquainted  with  the  arts  of  civili-  Aodent  Bru 
izatioD,  neither  distinguiehed<  for  their  superior 
knowledge^  nor  their  gentleness  or  orderly  habits 
of  life.    They  were  truly  the  children  of  nature. 
Indeed,  the  man  most  closely  resembling  the 
ancient  Briton,  is  the  daring  poacher  of  modem 
days*  His  life  is  staked  on.  projects  of  hazard,  and 
his  heart  is  prepared,  no  matter  whether  by  a  fan- 
cied or  real  pi'ogressiye  systemof  individual  wrohgs, 
for  any  desperate  enterprize.    It  was  therefoi^  un^ 
likely  that  these  rude  beings  should  attempt  any 
imppoVement  or  alteration  in  the  natural  state  ^of 
the  country.    The  undisturbed  inhabitants  of  a 
vast  tract,  wild  and  uncultivated,  abounding  in 
game^  studded  with  extensive  lakes,  and  genet- 
rally  adapted  to  the  sports  of  the  field,  must  in- 
evitably be  less  refined  and  less  tractable  than 
tbote  who  are  not  urged  by  similar  temptations 
to  brave  the  hazards  which  attend  general  and 
jioctnmal  depredation.     The  undrained  atid  un- 
cultivated state  of  the  fens,  presented  endless  in- 
ducements to  marauding  and   plunder,   particu- 
larly BS  it  was  improbable  that  any  considerable 
proprietor  was  resident  within  its  boundary.  Such 
a  mode  of  life  would,  doubtless,  engender  a  most 
lawless  spirit.      The  manners  and  feelings    of 
nations   endure  iii  a  greater  or  less  degree  for 
generations  i  and  it  may  nut  be  an  overstrained 
deduction,    that  this  ungovernable   disposition, 
these  unrestrained   habits,  this  predatory  mode 
of  life,  continued  for  after  ages,  and,  perhaps 
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in  part  occasioned  the  violence  with  which  the 
natives  of  these  regions  opposed,  in  more  modem 
times,  the  persons  who  undertook  to  drain  and 
reclaim  the  fens  from  the  watery  element. 
AndentGynrii.  AH  writcrs  sccm  to  concur  in  opinion,  that  no 
attempts  were  made  to  drain  the  fens  by  the  Bri- 
tons, who  were  called  the  ancient  "  Gyrvii;** 
*Gyr/  in  English,  signifying  the  same  as  *  Palus/ 
in  Latin^  viz.  a  deep  fen. 

At  this  distance  of  time,  and  in  the  absence  of 
all  authentic  records,  we  can  only  conjecture 
what  was  the  actual  state  of  the  fens  at  the  period 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Romans,  which  took  place 
under  Julius  Caesar,  in  the  fifty-fourth  year 
before  the  birth  of  Christ.  We  have  a  right  to 
consider  the  Level  one  vast,  wild  morass,  per- 
petually, indeed  daily,  subject  to  inundation,  with 
only  small  detached  patches  of  cultivated  soil^ 
inhabited  by  persons  of  the  most  rude  and  la- 
borious habits.  As  no  evidence  appears  upon  re- 
cord, that  the  ancient  Britons  made  any  progress 
in  improving  and  draining  the  country,  and  as  the 
influx  of  the  upland  waters,  the  downfal.  from 
the  heavens,  and  the  daily  recurrence  a£  the" tides 
still  existed^  (as  they  bad  done  from  the  beginning 
of  the  world,)  the  statements  of  many  authors 
must  be  considered  extremely  improbable,  that 
the  Romans,  on  their  arrival  in  Britain,  fouad  the 
fens,  and  particularly  the  Great  Level,  "  the 
greatest  part^  a  sounds  fraitful  soil,  covered  with 
woods  and  trees  ;'*  or,  that  it  followed,  "  that  the 
^^  greatest  part  of  this   country  had  remained 


ON   THE   ARRIVAL   OF  TUB    ROMANS.  57 

^*  withtmt  any  hurtful  annoyance  occasioned  by 
"  the  natural  rivers  passing  through  it,  from  the 
**  time  of  the  retreat  of  the  water  at  the  general 
"  deluge^  to  the  time  when  the  Romans  entered 
^  the  Island."*  It  is  impossible,  from  the  opera- 
tions of  nature,  that  the  Great  Lieyel  of  the  Fens 
could  have  arrived  at  any  state  of  cultivation  and 
improvement  without  the  assistance  of  art.  It 
remains  to  be  seen,  whether,  in  after  times,  the 
agency  of  art  was  judiciously  applied  by  those, 
who,  at  different  periods,  undertook  the  drainage 
of  the  country. 

The  arrival  of  the  Romans  occasioned  entirely  Arrival  of  the 
new  measures  m  the  management  of  the  coun- 
try. Although  flushed  with  conquests,  they  came 
clothed  with  all  the  principles  of  civilization; 
and,  with  all  their  faults,  they  were  certainly  a 
wonderful  people.  Like  all  other  invaders  and 
conquerors,  they  were  in  general  tyrannical 
and  oppressive,  and  exercised  their  recently  ac- 
quired power  with  unreasonable  severity.  In 
other  respects,  however,  they  may  be  said  to 
have  been  eventually  real  benefactors  to  many, 
if  not  to  all  the  countries  and  nations  which  they 
subdued,  by  furnishing  the  means  of  greatly  im- 
proving those  countries  and  nations,  and  by  in- 
troducing amongst  their  people  the  rudiments  of 
useful  knowledge,  habits  of  industry,  and  the  re- 
finements of  more  polished  life.  Britain  was  not 
reduced  without  numerous  struggles ;  evincing  on 
the  part  of  the  inhabitants  those  virtues,  which  it 
is  to  be  hoped  will  for  ever  adorn  the  character  of 
their  posterity — courage,  perseverance,  and  love  of 
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country.  The  native  warriofs  tvere  unable  to  with* 
stand  the  repeated  attacks  of  veteran  legions 
accustomed  to  the  improved  ai'ts  of  war ;  and 
at  length  the  Romans  becaiiie  the  indisputable 
masters  of  the  cbuntry. 

Soon  after  Britain  bedatne  redticed,  and  made  a 
part  or  province  of  the  Roman  Empire^  the  Ro-^ 
mans  began  to  view  the  fens  as  a  very  inipor- 
tant  part  of  their  acquisition.  Whether  they 
ever  formed  any  systematic  plan  for  a  general 
drainage  of  the  fens^  cannot  now  be  ascertained. 
Their  designs  were  doubtless  of  a  most  gigantie 
nature^  as  the  remnants  of  their  works^  still  extant, 
sufficiently  evince ;  but  the  lapse  of  ages  has  so 
mutilated  and  tlestroyed  the  unity  of  these  works, 
that  nothing  but  conjectures  can  be  formed  as  to 
their  original  purposes  or  extent.  To  the  present 
generatk>n  of  fen  men,  any  inquiry  of  this  nature 
would  lead  to  no  practical  result,  however  iutieiiest- 
ing  such  an  investigation  might  be  to  the  antiqtla- 
ry.  Considering,  however,  that  the  Romans  wer6 
the  first  undertakers  of  the  drainage  of  the  Grdat 
Level,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  a  cursoiy  view  (if 
the  works  which  still  remain,  and  are  reputed  to 
have  been  the  result  of  their  plans  and  labours. 
Kjman  for-         rpjjg  Romaus  had  au  extended  line  Of  fortiJfica- 

tions  upon  the  entire  southern  boundat*y  of  the 
Fens,  remains  of  which  are  still  discernible;  abd  iii 
many  places,  the  entire  plan  may  be  clearly  tntced. 
The  first  of  this  kind,  will  be  found  at  a  place 
called  Horsey,  in  the  parish  of  Standgrdund,  neat* 
PeterbcMTOugb;  and  another,  of  very  considehUfle 
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dimensioiis,  still  called  ^^  the  Bulwarks,"  at  Earith, 
in  the  county  of  Hdntihgdon.    Bodsey  and  Wor- 
liek^  in  the  parish  of  Ramsey^  in  the  same  county; 
were  unqiiestldnably  Roman  stations ;  and  similar 
situations  occur  in  the  parish  of  Willingham,  in 
the  county  of  Cambridge:  and  as  these  positions 
Were  chiefly  upon>  or  near  the  entrances  ofrii^ers, 
and  upon  the  skirts  of  the  highland  bordering  upon 
the  Fens^  tliey  were  doubtless  erected  to  preserve 
the  possession  of  that  extensive  tract  of  country^  and 
the  works  of  drainage  and  improvement^  which 
had  been  begun,  and  were  probably  completed. 
It  is^  however,  matter  of  surmise,  at  what  period 
of  time  these  earth  works  were  first  constructed, 
and   now   perhaps  incapable    of  solution;    but 
they  are  manifestly  of  very  e^ly  origin.    On  the 
retreat  of  the  native  Britons  before  the  conquer- 
ing armis  of  the  Romans,  staticms  and  military  es- 
tablishments  were  formed,    as  occasion   might 
require,  or  convenience  suggest,  not  only  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  facility  and  despatch  to  transi- 
tion, and  to  ensure  a  regular   communication, 
l>ut  to  operate  as  a  constant  check  upon  the  dar- 
ing and  intrepid  spirit  of  our  British  ancestors, 
who  disputed  with  gallant  and  becoming,  but 
fruitless  bravery,  the  hostile  march  of  their  in- 
veterate foes.    The  curious  in  mattera  of  this 
kind,  are  invited  to  a  view  of  these  proofs  of  the 
exertions  of  this  extraordinary  people. 

Many  banks  or  mounds  of  earth,  still  called  Roman  banks. 
^^  Roman  banks,'*  are  to  be  found  in  various  parts 
of-  the  fens,  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  Wis- 
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bech ;  and  Dugdale  mentions  a  long  road  or 
causeway  made  of  gravel,  about  three  feet  in 
thickness,  and  in  breadth  sixty  feet»  extending  in 
length  twenty-four  miles  across  the  fen,  from 
Denver  in  Norfolk,  near  Salterns  Lode,  over  the 
Great  Wash  to  Cheerk  (now  called  Creek)  in  the 
hamlet  of  March,  thence  to  Eldernell,  near 
Whittlesey,  and  so  to  Peterborough.  At  various 
places,  the  remains  of  this  stupendous  undertake 
ing  may  even  now  be  easily  traced. 
Old  Po-Dykc.  The  Old  Po-Dyke,  for  the  drainage  of  Marsh 
land,  and  the  banks  which  originally  defended 
that  extensive  country  from  the  irruptions  of  the 
sea,  were  assuredly  the  works  of  the  Romans ;  but 
that  which  remains  in  the  most  perfect  state,,  and 
the  uses  of  which  are  available  even  at  the  present 
Ctff,  or  corr  day,  IS  the  Carr,  or  Corr  Dyke.  It  is  said  to  be  the 
^  *'  last  of  the  Roman  military  works.    Most  writers 

have  stated,  that  it  commenced  at  the  River  Nene, 
just  below  Peterborough,  namely,  at  Horsey, 
before  mentioned  ;  but  this  is  an  error :  it  begins 
at  Bodsey,  also  before  mentioned,  continues  its 
course  through  the  fens,  dividing  the  counties  of 
Cambridge  and  Huntingdon,  to  Horsey,  and 
thence,  after  crossing  the  river  Nene,  proceeds, 
until  it  joins  the  river  Welland,  which  it  also 
crosses,  and  may  be  now  traced,  not  only  to  the 
city  of  Lincoln,  but  in  the  opinion  of  the  late 
eminent  engineer,  John  Rennie,  Esq.,  to  the  river 
Trent,  at  Torksey.  That  part  of  this  dyke  which 
extends  from  Bodsey  to  Horsey,  is  sometimes  said 
to  have  been  constructed  by  King  Canute,  by  tra- 
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dition  the  iahabitant  of  Bodsey  House,  whose  mo- 
tive for  this  work  is  reported  to  have  had  its  origin 
in  the  circumstance  of  that  monarch  having  been 
in  great  danger  when  crossing  Whittlesey  Meere. 
This  statement  must  be  considered  erroneous  ;  or, 
at  any  rate,  this  branch,  sometimes  called  Oakley 
Dyke,  must  in  that  case  have  been  added  to  the 
Old  Carr  Dyke,  commencing  at  the  fortification 
near  Horsey.  The  modern  purposes  of  this  dyke 
will  be  considered  in  future  remarks  upon  that 
part  of  the  Bedford  Level,  called  "  the  North 
Level." 

It  is  but  justice  to  state,  that  historians  are  not 
agreed  upon  the  point,  that  the  Fens  were  actually 
drmned  by  the  Romans ;  nor  is  the  fact  at  all  mate- 
rial at  this  distance  of  time,  as  far  as  any  practical 
good  is  concerned.  It  is  matter  of  curiosity,  and  is 
left  to  the  more  elaborate  researches  of  the  scholar 
and  the  antiquary.  It  cannot,  however,  be  denied, 
that  the  fens  must  have  been  in  a  very  dismal  state 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Romans;  and,  without 
doubt,  their  exertions  wrought  a  mighty  and  most 
happy  change  in  the  face  of  the  country:  and  it 
would  be  monstrous  to  suppose  that  this  most  ac- 
tive, industrious,  and  ingenious  people,  would  have 
continued,  as  they  did,  in  full  possession  of  Britain 
forfive  hundred  years,  and  yet  take  no  steps  to  im- 
prove a  country,  which,  if  left  in  its  original  condi- 
tion, must  have  been  a  perpetual  source  of  trouble 
and  annoyance. 

About  the   beginning  of   the  Fifth   Century,  Dcpurtnreof 
the  Roman  Empire  having  been  weakened  and 
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greatly  impaired  in  the  western  parts,  by  Con- 
stantine  removing  the  imperial  seat  from  Rome 
to  Constantinople,  a  resolution  was  taken  at* 
terly  to  abandon  the  island.  Tbis  memorable 
event,  which  put  an  end  to  the  Roman  Empire  in 
Britain,  is  placed  by  some  historians  in  the  year 
A.D.422.       422;    by  others  a  few  years  later.     Repeated 

attacks  from  their  barbarian  neighbours,  the 
Picts  and  the  Scots,  at  length  induced  the  Bri-' 
tons  to  resort  to  a  measure  for  their  preservation^ 
of  all  others  the  most  infamous  and  degrading, 
namely,  by  soliciting  the  protection  of  a  foreign 
nation.  To  whatever  unhappy  state  unprincipled 
governors  or  pernicious  laws  may  I'ednce  a  coun- 
try, no  circumstances  can  justify  calling  for  the 
interference  of  foreigners,  which  must  invariably 
terminate  in  the  most  complete  and  abject  subja- 
gation.  The  Britons  solicited  the  assistance  of  the 
Saxons,  by  whose  aid,  it  is  true,  the  former  over- 
came their  invaders ;  but  these  crafty  Saxons,  hav- 
ing obtained  a  footing  in  the  island,  and  perceiving 
the  exuberant  richness  of  the  land  to  which  they 
had  been  invited,  became  desirous  of  finally  ac- 
complishing its  possession. 

The  Britons  and  the  Saxons  being  much  en- 
gaged in  continual  quarrels  and  wars,  it  is  likely, 
that  after  the  Romans  deserted  the  island,  their 
labours  were  neglected,  the  banks  no  longer 
upheld,  or  the  drains  kept  open ;  and  that  the 
whole  Level  again  became  a  fen,  and  shftUow 
lake,  the  haunts  of  fishermen,  or  the  retreat  of 
marauders  and  banditti.     England  is,  undoubt- 
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edlyj  greatly  indebted  to  her  Saxon  ancestors  for 
the  foundation  of  many  of  her  finest  institutions 
and  dearest  privileges:  nor  will  the  labours  of 
the  illustrious  Alfred  ever  be  effaced. 

In  the  Ninth  Century,  the  frequent  and  almost 
tinintermitted  invasions  of  this  kingdom  by  the 
Danes,  introduced  the  greatest  disorder  and 
confusion  in  the  state,  and  reduced  it  to  the 
brink  of  ruin.  War,  and  its  necessary  attend- 
ants, rapine  and  destruction,  desolated  the  land. 
In  the  midst  of  these  public  calamities,  it  pleased 
Providence  to  raise  to  the  throne  the  immortal 
Alfred,  worthily  surnamed  **  The  Great."  The 
vigorous  measures  he  pursued  to  rescue  his 
country  from  the  hands  of  its  barbarous  in- 
vaders, and  to.  raise  it  to  a  proud  pre-eminence 
in  arts,  in  sciences,  and  in  legislative  greatness, 
deserve  the  highest  encomiums.  Harassed  as 
he  was,  in  continual  wars,  during  his  whole  reign, 
of  nearly  thirty  years,  he  never  ceased  to  exert 
his  utmost  endeavours  to  restore  religion  and 
learning,  to  promote  commerce,  to  cultivate  and 
improve  the  fine  and  elegant  arts.  His  court 
was  the  resort  of  learned  men  of  all  professions, 
as  well  of  foreign  nations,  as  of  his  own  sub- 
jects. 

But  whatever  might  have  been  the  beneficial 
effects  arising  from  the  legislative  talents  of  our 
Anglo-Saxon  ancestors,  it  must  be  admitted, 
that  no  testimony  is  left,  no  record  discovered, 
no  historian  found,  to  prove  that  any  attempt 
was  made  by  the  Anglo-Saxons  either  to  restore 
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or  preserve  the  works  of  the  Romans^  or  even 
to  commence  any  plan  for  the  general  drainage 
of  the  Feos.  It  is  not  necessary,  for  the  purpose 
of  this  work,  to  enter  into  any  minute  details 
of  the  government  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  their 
wars  with  the  Danes,  or  their  final  extinction 
by  the  defeat  and  death  of  Harold  at  the  battle  of 
Hastings,  by  the  victorious  Normans,  under  the 
command  of  the  Duke  of  Normandy,  commonly 
called  William  the  Conqueror;  an  event  that 
effectually  changed  the  whole  face  of  affairs,  and 
introduced  an  entirely  new  era,  as  well  as  a 
formidable  revolution  in  the  rights  of  persons 
and  of  property. 

All  great  events,  all  violent  convulsions,  all 
sudden  reformations  in  countries  and  in  govern- 
ments, have  their  partizans  and  their  opponents; 
and  historians  too  often  become  the  humble 
followers  of  the  one  or  the  other  party:  hence 
arises  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  truth, 
or  arriving  at  sound  conclusions.  Fortunately,  it 
is  not  important  for  the  purposes  of  this  work, 
to  ascertain  whether  the  Norman  Conquest  (or 
acquisition  only,  as  some  writers  pretend)  was 
productive,  or  otherwise,  of  those  principles  and 
those  measures  which  tend  to  the  general  happi- 
ness of  all  classes  of  the  community, 
sutcofthe  The  state  of  the  Fens,  in  the  absence  of  all 

Fens  at  the  ' 

Conquest.        authcutic  rccords,   must   be   considered  at  this 

period  as  most  deplorable.  Doubtless  Ely, 
and  many  little  tracts  which  had  the  advantage 
of  elevation,  were  at  that  time  literally  islands. 
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Several  of  these  in  early  times  became  the  re- 
treat of  the  religious.  Ely,  Ramsey,  Thomey, 
Cropland,  Spinney,  and  others,  rose  into  ce- 
lebrated abbeys,  and  by  the  industry,  zeal,  and 
ability  of  their  inhabitants,  first  began  to  restore 
the  works  of  the  Romans.  It  is  said,  that  the  Bentbam'i 
Abbot,  of  Ely  successfully  resisted  for  some  time  Sureif  o?E!y, 
ail  the  efforts  of  the  Norman  Conqueror  to  ^'^^^' 
subdue  the  Isle  of  Ely,  although  it  eventually 
fell  under  the  dominion  of  the  invaders  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  First.  During  the  con- 
tinuance of  these  wars  between  the  Abbot  of 
Ely  and  the  Conqueror,  it  seems  unlikely  that 
any  steps  should  be  taken  to  promote  the  drain- 
age of  the  fens:  indeed,  until  the  reign  of 
King  Stephen,  historians  preserve  a  profound 
silence  upon  this  subject,  although  very  full 
and  elaborate  accounts  of  the  origin,  progress, 
and  termination  of  the  attempts  to  obtain  pos«- 
session  of  the  Isle  of  Ely,  will  be  found  in  Dug-  Dugdaie,  p. 
dale's  History  of  Embanking  and  Draining  of  the 
Fens. 

However  improbable  it  may  be  that  any  steps  a.  d.  loec  to 
were  taken  for  the  drainage  of  the  fens  du- 
ring the  reigns  of  William  the  Conqueror,  Wil- 
liam Rufus,  or  Henry  the  First,  yet  it  cer- 
tainly appears  that  in  the  succeeding  reign  of 
King  Stephen,  most  material  improvements  took 
place.  Henry  of  Huntingdon,  who  lived  in 
that  reign,  describes  the  fens  as  a  very  pleasant 
and  agreeable  country  to  the  eye,  watered  by 
many   rivers  which   run  through   it,  diversified 
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with  many  large  and  small  lakes,  and  adorned 
with  many  woods  and  islands.  It  is  andeniable, 
that  Whittlesey  Meer  was  in  existence  and  well 
known  at  the  time  of  the  Conquest,  it  being 
mentioned  in  the  Snrvey  of  the  Kingdom  taken 
in  the  year  1086,  and  contained  in  the  celebrated 
Domesday       Domesday  Book,*  "  that  the  Abbott  of  Ramsey 

book.  •«-»Ti  •     1 

**  bad    one    ship    or    vessell    upon   Whittlesey 
''  Mcer." 

William  of  Malmsbury  also,  who  lived  to  the 
first  year  of  Henry  the  Second,  has  praised  the 
state  of  that  part  of  the  Level  called  Thorney, 
tiear  £ly,  in  the  most  glowing  language.  He 
represents  it  as  a  paradise;  the  very  marshes 
abounding  in  trees,  whose  length  without  knots, 
emulated  the  stars.  "  The  plain  there  (says  he) 
"  is  as  level  as  the  sea,  which,  with  the  flourisb- 
^^  ing  of  the  grass,  allureth  the  eye,  and  so 
smooth  that  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  him 
that  runs  through   it ;    neither  is  there  any 


*  King  Alfred,  about  the  year  900,  composed  a  book  of 
this  nature,  which  wiis  extant  at  Winchester  on  the  arriTal 
of  the  Conqueror,  but  is  since  lost :  but  the  incomparable 
record  of  Domesday,  now  remaining  at  the  Chapter-House  at 
Westminster^  and  lately  printed,  was  begun  by  order  of  William 
the  Conqueror,  with  the  advice  of  his  Parliament,  in  the  year 
1080,  and  completed  in  the  year  108G.  Commissioners  were 
sent  into  every  county,  and  jurors  summoned  and  empannelled 
in  each  hundred,  out  of  all  orders  of  freemen,  from  -barons 
down  to  the  lowest  farmers,  to  give  in  upon  oath  to  the  com- 
tnisdioners,  by  verdict  or  presentment,  due  information,  for  tbt 
faithful  and  impartial  execution  of  it. 

Kilhanis  Dotue^day  Uiasiruled. 
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waste  place  in  it ;  for  in  some  parts  there  are 
apple-trees,  in  othei*s  vines,  which  either 
"  spread  upon  the  grounds,  or  run  along 
''  poles/' 

Making    every  allowance  for  the  florid    co- 
louring of  the  above  picture,  it  is  manifest,  that 
the  Level,   in  the  times  of  the  above  writers, 
must  have  been  in  a  very  flourishing  condition, 
and  superior  to  its  state  a  few  centuries  after- 
wards, when  the  fens  were  again  covered,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  many  islands  in  danger  of  perish- 
ing for  want  of  food.    Lord  Chancellor  Bathui-st,  ^J|'"/^i,.^ 
in  giving  judgment  in  a  tithe  suit,  states,  but  3. 
without  quoting    any  authority,    *^  that    about 
"  three  centuries  after  the  Conquest,  the  Isle  of 
"  Ely  was  one  of  the  most  fertile  countries  in 
"  England  until  the  floods  broke  in ;  but  when 
"  this  occurred,  antiquaries  differ." 

From  what  cause  arose  so  fatal  a  reverse, 
whether  from  some  great  convulsion  of  an  earth- 
quake, or  from  the  ordinary  course  and  progress 
of  nature,  can  by  no  means  be  determined;  nor 
have  those  who  have  addressed  themselves  to 
this  subject  of  inquiry,  left  any  satisfactory  in- 
formation by  which  the  doubt  may  be  solved ; 
but  certain  it  is,  that  these  accounts  of  the 
early  state  of  the  Level,  were,  amongst  others, 
an  inducement  to  the  subsequent  undertaking, 
to  recover  and  drain  it.  By  some  it  was  urged, 
that  attempts  for  this  purpose  were  made  so 
early  as  the  reign  of  Edward  the  First;  but  no 

p2 
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well  attested  records,  no  settled  plans  of  (de- 
ration] have  been  discovered  until  the  reign  of 
Richard  the  Second.  Leaving  the  labyrinth  of 
conjecture,  let  us  now  proceed  to  the  more  sure 
path  of  documentary  teuimony. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


State  of  the  Great  Level^from  th?  Conquest  to  the 
Reformation. — John  of  Gaunt s  Design. —  Grow^ 
ing  Power  of  the  Church. —  Countess  of  Rich 
mond. 

Tradition  has  assigned  to  John  of  Gaunt  the  johnofGftunt'f 
merit  of  an  attempt,  at  the   latter  end  of  the    ******* 
Fouith  Century,  to  drain  the  Great  Level  of  the 
Feus.     Hondius,  a  Netherlander,  who  published 
Mercajor's    Geography  of  the  World  in  1636,        iwc- 
mentions  a  design  for  this  purpose,  both  by  John 
of  Gaunt,  and  Margaret  Countess  of  Richmond, 
of  whom  more  anon.     Mr.  Cole,  in  his  Historical 
Sketch  of  the  Fens,  states,  that  no  traces  what- 
ever are  left  of  either  of  these  designs;  but  he  is 
mistaken.     Upon  reference  to  the  Appendix  con- 
tained in  the  Second  Volume  of  this  work,  will  be  App.p.  .8. 
found  two  inquisitions,  taken  under  the  authority 
of  Commissioners  of  Sewers   in   the  nineteenth 
year  of  Richard  the  Second ;  and  although  these 
documents  prove  only  the  attention  then  paid  to 
the   several   rivers   and   drains   affected    by   the 
outfall   through  Spalding,  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable that  other  commissions  then  issued  for  the 
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improvement  of  the  rivers  affected  by  the  outfalls 
at  Lynn  and  Wisbech,  although,  from  the  great 
lapse  of  time,  the  records  are  lost  or  mislaid. 

John  of  Gaunt  was  the  fourth  son  of  that  illus- 
trious monarch  King  Edward  the  Third.*     He 
resided  at  Bolingbroke  Castle,  in  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  upon  the  borders  of  the  fens.     He  was 
App.37.  Duke  of  Lancaster,  which  Duchy  then  held,  and 

now  continues  to  enjoy,  considerable  property 
within  the  Great  Level :  he  was  also  appointed  Re- 
gent during  the  minority  of  his  ill-fated  nephew, 
Richard  the  Second.  Being  of  an  ardent  and 
enterprising  character,  it  was  most  probable  he 
would  direct    his    attention    to  the  cultivation 

*  Base  and  degenerate  must  be  that  English  heart  which 
does  not  glow  with  pride  and  admiration  at  the  achievements 
of  the  gallant^  brave^  and  generous  Edward  Prince  of  Wales, 
who,  by  the  glorious  victories  of  Poicticrs,  of  Cressy,  and  of 
Calais,  placed  upon  his  father's  brow  the  crown  of  France, 
hailing  him  king  of  that  vanquished  country  :  base  and  dege- 
nerate must  be  that  English  heart  which  does  not  beat  with 
indignation  against  those  pusillanimous  statesmen  who,  in 
modern  days,  voluntarily  surrendered  that  title,  the  rich  legacy 
of  our  heroic  ancestors,  foolishly  at  the  same  time  retaining 
the  motto,  Dieu  et  mon  droit,  assumed  by  the  illustrious  King 
Edward,  as  he  placed  the  glittering  diadem  of  France  around  his 
brow.  Compare  (and  blush  for  the  age  in  which  we  live)  the 
noble  and  christian  conduct  of  the  heroic  Prince  of;Wales  to  his 
vanquished  enemy,  the  King  of  France,  with  that  adopted  jn 
later  times  by  a  heartless  set  of  puny  statesmen  towards  the 
deserted  and  betrayed  Napoleon,  Emperor  of  France.  The 
surrender  of  the  Islands  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey  would  not  in 
the  least  surprise  me,  if  England,  fallen  England,  continue  in  its 
present  abject  and  degraded  state,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
—1829. 
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and  improvement  of  so  vast  a  tract  of  country, 
in  which  he  was  personally  interested,  and  would 
also  receive  the  concurrence  and  assistance  of  the 
Church,  which  at  this  period  had  attained  great 
power  and  valuable  possessions  within  the  fens, 
by  the  establishment  of  rich  abbeys  at  Ramsey*, 
Crowland,  Thorney,  and  elsewhere.  Even  had 
any  general  design  of  improvement  been  contem- 
plated, it  was  necessarily  abandoned  or  deferred, 
John  of  Gaunt  being  obliged  to  quit  the  country, 
to  which  he  returned  only  a  few  years  before  his 
death,  in  1390,  when  Richard  the  Second  confis* 
cated  all  his  extensive  estates  to  the  use  of  the 
crown,  to  which  they  have  ever  since  continued 
annexed.  Nothing  appears  to  have  been  at- 
tempted in  the  reigns  of  Henry  the  Fourth  and 
Fifth.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth  commerce 
and  speculation  began  to  exercise  a  more  active 
influence  over  the  minds  of  men.  Efficient 
measures  were  adopted  to  convert  these  energies 
to  beneficial  practical  purposes. 

Early  in  this  reign,  a  statute  was  passed,  pre-  6  u.  6.^1427. 
scribing  a  form  of  all  commissions  that  should 
thereafter    issue    throughout   the    entire    realm, 
wherein   directions   and   powers    were   given   to 

*  Ramsey,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  was  called  "  Ram- 
"  sey.the  rich."  The  abbot  was  a  temporal  peer,  and  sat  in  the 
House  of  Lords  as  Baron  of  Broughton,  in  the  county.  The 
Abbey  is  said  to  have  been  possessed  of  the  whole  of  the  ma- 
iK>rs  within  the  Hundred  of  Hurstingstone,  in  that  county, 
eKcept  those  of  King's  Ripton,  Somersham,  and  Bluntisharn 
Stockings. 
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those  who  were  to  be  employed  therein,  to  make 
and  ordain  all  necessary  and  convenable  statutes 
and  ordinances  for  the  salvation  and  conservation 
Magna  ciiarta,  of  the  sca  banks  and  marshes,  and  the  parts  ad- 
S^eS? ii.  c/4.  joining  thereto.  Several  acts  of  Parliament  had 
21  mc!Vi.^'^'  been  previously  passed,  for  avoiding  all  annoy- 
4* Hen.  IV.  ^Dces  and  obstructions  in  navigable  rivers,  but 
^^^'  this   is  the  first   Statute  in   any  way  concern- 

ing drainage,  although  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  commissions  of  sewers  had  been  previously 
issued,  under  the  sanction  and  authority  of  the 
common  law.  Immediately  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  Gilbert  Halloft,  one  of  the  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  a  resident  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Well,  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  procured  a  commis- 
sion for  draining  and  settling  that  part  of  the 
country,  and  accordingly  proceeded  to  make 
laws,  which  were  then,  and  still  are,  known  by 
the  name  of  Halloft's  Commission.  In  a  future 
part  of  the  work,  this  subject  of  commissions  of 
sewers  will  be  more  maturely  considered,  when 
the  author  treats  of  the  powers  and  authorities 
of  the  Bedford  Level  Corporation,  in  their  capa- 
city of  commissioners. 

History  has  left  no  traces  of  any  design  of 
draining  by  Margaret,  Countess  of  Richmond, 
(mother  of  Henry  VH,)  Hondius  must,  there- 
fore, have  been  in  error  in  asserting  that  such  an 
attempt  had  been  made  by  her.  Morton,  conse- 
crated Bishop  of  Ely  in  1478,  was  politically 
connected  with  the  Countess,  having,  with  the 
aid   of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  been  mainly 
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instrumental  in  accomplishing  the  marriage 
between  Henry  VII.  with  Elizabeth,  one  of  the 
co-heiresses  of  the  house  of  York.  Although  of 
mean  birth,  Morton  was  a  man  of  consummate 
talent;  and  he  may  be  deemed  the  first  person 
who  projected  and  carried  into  effect  any  definite 
design  of  drainage.  At  considerable  expense,  he 
executed  a  work  of  singular  utility  for  draining 
the  fens  and  extending  navigation,  by  making  a  App.69. 
cut  of  forty  feet  in  breadth  and  four  feet  in  depths 
from  Peterborough  to  Guyhirn,  which  yet  bears 
the  name  of  the  New  Leam,  or  Morton's  Leam  ;  cmn.Bntt. 
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he  also  continued  the  same  to  Wisbech,  and  by       ' 
other  cuts^   made,  it  is  said,  a  new  outfall  to 
sea.     He  attempted  other  works  of  drainage ;  but 
it  is  supposed,  that  their  completion  was  prevented 
by.  the  disastrous  war  that  raged   through  the 
kingdom  between  the  houses  of  York  and  Lan- 
caster.    Dugdale,  in  his  History  of  Embanking, 
does  not  afford    any  very  detailed  information 
relative  to  the  extent  of  the  works  executed  or 
contemplated  by  this  eminent  prelate.     Bishop 
Morton    unfortunately    introduced   the    system 
of  straight  cuts  and   artificial  rivers,   a  system 
which   was    never    afterwards    abandoned,    and 
which  the  reader  will  ultimately  find  to  have  been 
productive  in  after- times  of  the  most  fearful  con- 
sequences. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  from  this  period  to 
that  of  the  Reformation,  the  charge  of  preserving 
the  rivers  and  drains  within  the  Great  Level  fell 
principally  upon  the  Church,  whose  possessions 
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had  greatly  augmented  in  almost  every  part  of 
the  Great  Level. 

Whatever  steps  may  have  been  taken  at  ibis 
period  for  scouring  out  and  deepening  the  several 
rivers  and  drains  within  the  Level,  for  carrying 
the  waters  to  the  outfall,  the  principles  of 
embanking  appear  to  have  been  quite  disre- 
garded ;  indeed,  with  the  exception  of  the  imper- 
fect work  of  Bishop  Morton,  and  of  commissions 
of  sewers  being  issued  froip  time  to  time  (under 
the  provisions  of  the  statute  6  Hen.  VI.)  for  the 
improvement  of  particular  districts  within  the 
Level,  no  remains  are  to  be  found  of  any  settled 
plan  of  draining. 

It  has  already  been  stated,  that  the  power  and 
possessions  of  the  church  had  greatly  increased 
by  the  establishment  of  monasteries.  The  church 
has,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  countries,  been  scrupu- 
lously tenacious  of  its  rights  and  privileges.  The 
troubled  state  of  the  country  during  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIL,  notwithstanding  the  rising  power  of 
the  church,  may  account  for  the  absence  of  any 
recorded  proceedings  for  draining  or  improving 
the  Great  Level ;  but  no  doubt  can  exist,  that  at 
this  period  neither  the  government  nor  the  church 
entii*ely  lost  sight  of  the  advantage  that  might  be 
derived  from  a  careful  regard  to  the  improve- 
ments of  the  several  rivers  and  drains  affecting 
their  particular  interests. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Eighth^  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  became  more 
Mttled ;    and  it  followed,  that  attention   would 
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naturally  be  paid  to  those  objects  that  must  in 

themselves  enhance  the  value  of  property,  and, 

consequently,  promote  the  benefits  of  drainage 

and  of  navigation.     In  the  twenty-third  year  of  23H.8.  c.  5. 

that  reign  was  passed  a  general  act  concerning 

commissions  of  sewers,  the  provisions  of  which 

act  continue  in  force,  and  are  the  ground  work  for 

all  proceedings  of  commissions  of  sewers  at  the 

present  day.     This  act,  however,  gives  no  power 

to  make  new  drains,  or  to  erect  and  maintain  new 

banks. 

The  dissolution  of  monasteries  waseffected  afew 
years  after  this  act  was  passed  ;  property  changed 
hands;  liabilities  connected  with  that  property 
were  neglected  or  destroyed ;  and  it  was,  says 
Sir  William  Dugdale,  in  his  History  of  Embank- 
ing and  Draining,  a  long  received  opinion,  as 
well  by  the  borderers  upon  the  fens  as  others, 
that  the  total  drowning  of  the  Great  Level  at 
this  time,  was,  for  the  most  part,  occasioned  by 
the  neglect  of  putting  the  laws  of  sewers  into  due 
ei^ecution.  Before  the  dissolution  of  monaste- 
ries, the  passage  of  the  waters  was  kept  with 
cleansing,  and  the  banks  in  better  repair,  chiefly 
tlirough  the  care  and  costs  of  the  religious 
houses. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  any  serious  endeavour  Dugdiae,375. 
had  been  made,  even  by  the  clergy,  to  render  the 
fens  other  than  summer  lands.  Many,  doubtless, 
were  the  attempts  by  individuals,  for  the  better 
draining  of  their  particular  lands,  by  opening  and 
scouring  such  petty  drains  and  «ewers  as  might 
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conduce  to  the  more  speedy  dissipation  of  the  vast 
spreadings  of  water  in  the  summer  season ;  bat 
wholly  to  disperse  them  was  impossible,  until  the 
perfect  opening  and  cleaning  of  their  natural 
outfalls,  which  the  daily  flowing  of  ^he  tides  bad 
so  completely  choked  up^  could  be  accom- 
plished. 

The  Statute  of  Sewers  was  remedial  only: — 
Much  more  extensive  powers  were  required  to 
bring  into  operation  a  general  plan  of  draining 
and  embanking  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens. 

The  Reformation  did  not  take  place  suddenly. 
The  opinions  of  Luther  had,  it  is  true,  been  pro- 
mulgated  abroad  and  at  home ;  and,  as  sagacious 
and  penetrating  minds  will  always  be  found  to 
foretell  great  changes  and  great  events,  it  was 
clearly  predicted  that  some  important  alteration 

27  Hen.  8.  was  approaching.  The  first  act  for  the  dissolu- 
tion of  smaller  monasteries  was  passed  in  the 
27th  year  of  this  reign ;  and  three  years  after- 
wards, the  act  which  dissolved  the  greater  mo- 
nasteries ;  by  which  acts  the  reformation  became 
complete ;  great  part  of  the  property  passed  into 
the  hands  of  laymen,  while  no  inconsiderable 
portion  was  again  placed  in  the  possession  of  those 
who  became  members  of  the  reformed  church. 

The  Reform-  The  Reformation  formed  a  new  aera  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world,  and  was  one  of  those  mighty 
revolutionary  occurrences  which  leave  a  most  ex- 
tensive and  lasting  effect  on  the  affairs  and  desti- 
nies of  mankind.  But  men  have  been  greatly  di- 
vided ever  since  in  their  ideas  and  judgments  con- 
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cerning  it.  While  some  have  hailed  it  as  a  most 
happy,  admirable,  and  glorious  event,  fraught 
with  Heaven's  choicest  blessings;  it  has  been  de- 
nounced by  others,  and  even  by  a  large  class 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Christendom,  as  an  exceed- 
ingly unfortunate,  pernicious,  and  execrable  event. 
It  is  quite  foreign  to  the  plan  or  design  of  this 
work  to  enter  in  the  least  into  this  disputed 
point:  enough  to  know,  that  a  considerable  part 
of  the  property  within  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens 
became^  through  the  bounty  of  the  Crown,  the 
property  of  individuals;  while  that  which  was 
still  continued  in  the  possession  of  the  reformed 
Church,  was  subject  to  regulations  far  different 
from  those  which  existed  in  the  time  of  the 
monasteries. 

The  passing  of  the  General  Sewers  Act  was  un- 
questionably an  important  measure,  although  it 
led  to  no  practical  results  within  the  Great  Level, 
either  during  the  reign  of  this  monarch,  or  of  his 
successor,  Edw.  VI,  or  of  Queen  Mary. 
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CHAPTER    V. 


Slate  of  the  Great  Level  during  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth. —  Commission  of  Sewers,  13  and  20 
Eliz, — John  Earl  of  Bedford. — Meeting  of 
Commissioners  of  Sewers.  — Lord  Burghley.  —  * 
General  Draining  Act. — Death  of  Queen  Eliza^ 
beth. — Accession  of  James  L — Sir  Cornelius  Ver^ 
muyden. — Commissions,  and  State  of  the  Level 
during  the  Reign  of  James  L — Accession  of 
Charles  /. 

Accession  of     QuEfiN  Elizabeth  succeeded  to  the  throne    of 
beth.  England  the  17th  of  November,  1558.    Although 

commissions  of  sewers  appear  to  have  been  issued 
during  the  short  reign  of  Edward  VI,  nothing 
effectual  had  yet  taken  place  for  draining  the 
Great  Level  of  the  Feris.  The  reign  of  this  illus- 
trious princess  may  be  properly  fixed  upon  as  the 
period  in  which  the  Great  Level  began  to  be  im- 
mediately considered  as  a  public  concern.  Many 
causes  united  to  produce  this  effect.  Learning 
had  been  heretofore  chiefly  confined  to  the  Monks* 
Upon  the  dissolution  of  monasteries,  literature 
became  more  widely  diffused.  The  very  struggles 
that  had  so  recently  convulsed  the  country,  both 
as  to  the  succession  of  the  Crown,  and  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  the  monastic  churchy  led   to  serious 
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nquiries.  Those  inqoiries  indnced  reflection ; 
reflection  gave  birth  to  knowledge,  and  know- 
ledge to  power.  Commerce  and  Navigation  had 
[low  sprung  up^  and  were  making  rapid  strides 
towards  that  perfection  they  have  since  attained. 
Hence  arose  a  more  enlarged  intercourse  with 
Foreign  nations,  particularly  with  Flanders,  Hol- 
land, and  the  I^ow  Countries. 

In  1572, — 15  Eliz.,  —  took  place  the  massacre  of  1572. 
Saint  Bartholomew,  when  all  the  Huguenots  were 
DDOst  inhumanly  butchered,  and  by  this  most  san- 
guinary and  atrocious  event  all  the  protestants  of 
Burope  were  thrown  into  the  utmost  astonishment, 
[n  consequence  of  the  persecutions  of  the  Duke 
D'Alva,  and  the  subsequent  murder  of  the  Hugue- 
nots, great  numbers  of  ingenious  and  industrious 
foreigners  fled,  and  settled  themselves  in  divers 
parts  of  England*.  They  were  kindly  received  by 
the  Protestant  Queen,  and  enjoyed  the  protection 
of  her  government.  It  is  natural  to  suppose  that 
these  foreigners,  in  their  choice  of  residence, 
would  principally  resort  to  that  part  of  England 
which  most  assimilated  itself  to  the  country  from 
which  they  had  been  obliged  to  fly.  Hence,  we 
find  considerable  numbers  settling  in  the  North- 
em  part  of  the  Great  Level,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Wisbech,  Whittlesey,  and  Thorney.     It 

♦  Many  settled  at  Norwich,  Colchester,  Sandwich,  Maid- 
stone, and  Southampton,  which  turned  to  the  great  advanttige 
of  England  3  for  they  were  the  first  that  brought  into  the 
nation  the  art  of  making  baize  and  other  woollen  and  linen 
ctoths. 
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will  be  subsequently  seen^  that  this  colcftiizatioa 
was  in  after-times^  by  similar  disastrous  aud  poli* 
tical  circumstances,  greatly  promoted. 

Hilherto  no  steps  had  been  taken  during  this 
reign,  for  recovering  the  Great  Level  from  its 
inundated  and  forlorn  condition.  It  is  supposed 
that  the  intimate  connection  which  existed  be 
tween  Holland  and  England  at  this  time,  engen- 
dered a  belief,  founded  on  experience,  that  if  ex- 
penditure and  industry  had  recovered  from  the 
sea  sufficient  land  whereon  to  erect  a  great  repub 
lie,  less  expense  and  industry  would  be  required 
to  recover  from  the  sea  lands  which  they  were 
well  aware  had  been  usurped  by  the  sea. 

Those  foreigners  who  had  settled  in  the  fens, 

(now  their  adopted  country,)  without  doubt,  fel' 

great  anxiety  to  forward  any  improvement  that 

might  better  their  condition.  Divers  applications 

were  made  to  the  government,  for  the  purpose  of 

obtaining  commissions  of  sewers  for  cleansing  the 

outfalls,  and  leading  the  waters   to  sea.     The 

government  exactly  understood  how  valuable  so 

large  a  tract  of  land,  if  recovered,  would  be  to 

the  liingdom  at  large,  and  how  easily  its  natural 

richness  and  fruitfu loess,  added  to  its   peculiar 

situation,  might  be  made  subservient  to  all  the 

purposes  of  commerce. 

A.D.  1570.  A  commission  of  sewers,   with    very  limited 

powers,  had    already    issued    in   the   thirteenth 

A.D.  1577,      year  of  Elizabeth  :    but  one  of  a  more  extend- 
so  Elia.  ^ 

ed,  though  still  partial  nature,  was  afterwards 
granted  in  the  20th  of  Elizabeth,  the  object  of 
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which  was,  the  drainage  of  the  fens  about  Clow*s 
Cross,  in  that  part  which  is  now  called  the  North 
Level.  This  commission  was  directed  to  Sir 
Thomas  Cecil*  Sir  William  Fitzwilliamsf ,  Sir 
Edward  Montagu;}:,  and  Sir  Henry  Cromwell, 
Knights,    Robert    Sapcote§,    Robert   Wingfield, 

•  Son  of  Sir  William  Cecil,  first  Lord  Burghley,  and  Prime 
Minister  to  Queen  Elizabeth. 

t  Ancestor  of  the  present  venerable  and  benevolent  Earl 
FitzwilUam.  Sir  William  was  an  e/^re  of  the  famous  Cardinal 
Wolsey,  whom  (much  to  his  honor)  he  did  not  desert  in  ad- 
versity. Sir  William  was  one  of  the  favourites  of  the  Court  of 
Henry  VIII.,  and  partook  largely  of  the  grants  that  were  made 
to  coart  favourites  at  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  monasteries. 
He  was  Lord  Justice  of  Ireland  in  1560^  and  Lord  Deputy  from 
1571  to  1576.  His  grandson  was  created  the  first  Baron 
Fitzwilliam. 

X  Youngest  son  of   Henry  I;,   Earl  of  Manchester^    and 
founder  of  the  present  branch  of  the  Montagu  family,  now 
seated    at   Hinchinbrook^  near   Huntingdon.      He     was    the 
father  of  Sir  Sydney  Montagu,  who  was  elected  M.  P.  for  the 
county  of  Huntingdon  in  1640  ;  but  was  expelled  the  House  of 
Commons,  3d  September,  1642,  for  refusing  to  take  an  oath 
which  the  House  had  framed  for  its  members  :  **  That  they 
"  would  live  and  die  with  their  general  the  Earl  of  Essex.** 
Sir  Sydney  was  the  father  of  Sir  Edward  Montagu,  who  had  the 
address  to  bring  over  the  whole  fleet  to  submit  to  King  Charles 
IL ;  for  which  service  he  was  created  Earl  of  Sandwich.     He 
was  a  brave  and  gallant  sailor,  and  in  that  capacity  an  honor  to 
his  cotmtry.     He   filled  the   important  office  of  Lord   High 
Admiral,  and  fell  nobly  fighting,  not  paltry  borough  battles, 
but  those  of  his  country,  ut  the  great  sea  engagements  against 
the  Dutch,  ofif  Southwold  Bay,  20th  May,  1672. 

§  John,   first  Earl  of  Bedford,  married  Ann,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Guy  Sapcotc,  Esq. 

VOL.  I.  O 
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Williniii  Honstone,  Edmond  Hall,  Robert  DevUI, 
Vincent  Skinner,  and  John  Moitntstevlnf^  Esqi-s. 
It  is  rather  singular,  that,  although  Francis,  tbeli 
Earl  of  Bedford,  was  in  possession  of  the  Lordship 
of  Thorney,  with  several  thpusand  acres  of  fen 
kind,  a  great  proportion  of  which  wonW  be  af- 
fected by  the  success  or  failure  of  this  commission, 
the  name  of  Russell  is  not  found  in  it:  probably, 
as  it  appears  to  have  been  issued  to  ^'  Knights** 
and   "  Squires'*   only,  the  Earl   of  Bedford  Iras 
considered  of  too  elevated  a  rank  to  he  joined  in 
an  undertaking  of  this  kind.     Its  inten?sts  were, 
perhaps,  committed  to  the  management  of  Mr. 
8apcote,.  into   whose   family  the  first  Earl  had 
'previously  married.      It  doos  not  seem  tlmt  the 
Russell  family  took  any  veiy  active  part  in  the 
administration  of  public  affaire  during  tlie  reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth.     John,  first  Earl  of  Bedford, 
^so   created   by   Edward  VI.,)  had   very  consi- 
derable grants  from  the  crown  at  the  time  of  the 
dissolution  of  monasteries,  was  a  great  favourite 
at  the  court  of  King  Heniy  VIH.,  and  m«ade  one 
of  the  council  to  Edward  VI.     Strange  to  say, 
notwithstanding   his  lordship   had  benefited    so 
largely   by   Protestant  King  Henry,  he  was  re- 
tained by  Catholic  Queen  Mary  in  his  office  of 
iPrivy  Seal,  and  was  actually  selected  as  ambas- 
sador, and  sent  to  Spain  to  escort  into  England 
Philip  II.,  the  husband  of  Queen  Mary,  whose 
grandfather  had  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  first 
introduced   him    (the  Earl   of  Bedford)  to   the 
English  Court.     He  died  in  1558. 
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But  to  return  to  the  commission.    Seven  dis-  ougdaie,  p. 
tioct  articles  of  inquiry  were  drawn  up  for  tl^e 
cpnsideration  of  the  commissioners/  and  to  each 
of  which  they  were  to  make  a  distinct  return.  The  Meeting  of 

-.  commisrionenu 

commissioners  sat  at  Peterborough  on  the  9th  June  j^,,^  p  375, 
in  the  same  year,  and  there  empannelled  certain 
jurors,  viz.,  six  for  each  of  the  counties  of  North- 
aoiptpn,  Lipcoln,  Huntingdon,  and  Cambridge, 
who  made  (heir  r^ular  presentments,  subjoining 
thereto  not  only  an  estimate  of  the  works  pro- 
posed,  but  also  the  names  of  all  the  towns  and 
lands  contributory  and  chargeable  towards  the 
same,  and  the  names  of  the  treasurer  and  sur- 
veyors for  each  coupty.  Notwithstanding  this 
ppogiie§s,  np^iing  in  reality  was  achieved;  jkov 
indeed  does  it  appear  that  any  part  of  tb^e  in- 
tended plan  was  carried  into  execution.  The 
disease  afiSscted  the  whole  body ;  and  this  being  a 
remedy  calculated  to  cure  a  part  of  H  only, 
was  as  successful  as  the  like  kind  of  applica- 
tion would  prove  in  the  human  constitution: 
it  might  occasion  hope  for  a  time,  but  could 
not  possibly  produce  any  beneficial  effect,  or 
attain  the  end  it  was  designed  for.  Similar  con- 
sequences had  resulted  from  the  partial  attempts 
made  by  John  Morton,  Bishop  of  Ely,  before  Ante,  p.  73. 
alluded  to,  and  subsequently  from  the  endeavours 
of  Chief  Justice  Popham,  the  Londoners,  and 
others.  Had  the  sums  lavished  upon  these  crude 
and  fruitless  undertakings,  been  bestowed  upon 
one  united  and  well  digested  scheme,  they  would 
liave  gone  fur  towards  accomplishing  a  ge;w2i^l 
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and  effectual  improvement.  Alas!  the  same 
errors  have  been  adopted  in  much  later  times ; 
and  there  is  reason  to  fear,  that  even  yet,  but 
little  probability  exists  of  their  being  totally 
renounced. 

Whatever  opinions  historians  or  statesmen  may 
have  entertained  of  the  policy  or  character  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  it  must  be  admitted  by  all, 
that  she  made  choice  of  most  able  and  consum- 
mate statesmen  to  wield  the  energies  of  her  go- 
vernment. These  were  certainly  times  of  wisdom. 
Men  did  not  make  one  blunder  the  foundation 
whereon  to  build  another.  It  was  not  an  age  of 
experiments :  a  mistake  at  once  set  them  right. 
No  more  commissions  of  the  kind  above  adverted 
to  issued  during  this  queen's  reign. 

LordBui^bicy.      Sir  William  Cecil,  afterwards  Lord  Burghley^ 

resided  upon  the  confines  of  the  Fens,  having 
built  the  splendid  mansion  of  Rurghley  House, 
near  Stamford ;  and  founded  the  present  noble 
family,  of  which  the  Marquess  of  Exeter  is  now 
the  head.  A  mind  like  Burghley's  could  not 
behold  without  regret  the  deplorable  state  of  the 
Fens,  or  feel  otherwise  .than  desirous  that  such  an 
extent  of  country  should  be  made  available  to 

General  Drain-  the  general  benefit  of  the  commonwealth.     After 

AfoAm.      the  failure  of  the  commission  granted  to  his  son 

Sir  Thomas  Cecil  and  others,  no  advance  was 
made  till  the  43d  year  of  this  reign,  when  the 

App.p.34.       first  statute   was   passed,    proposing   a  general 

plan  for  draining  the  whole  Great  Level ;  and 
indeed  it  was  '^  so  general,*'  that  it  comprehended 
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all  the  marshes  and  drowned  lands  in  England. 
The  reader's  attention  will  hereafter  be  more 
particularly  drawn  to  the  provisions  of  this  most 
important  statute,  which,  in  truth,  is  the  basis 
(coupled  with  ulterior  proceedings)  of  the  titles 
to  all  the  adventurers'  lands  within  the  Bedford 
Level.  The  provisions  of  the  statute  are  too 
general;  but  they  are  still  in  force.  It  is 
supposed  that  this  act  of  Parliament  was  pre- 
pared under  the  advice  of  Lord  Burghley ;  but, 
his  death  occurring  in  1598,  no  opportunity  was 
offered  to  him  of  bringing  it  before  the  Legis- 
lature. It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  carried 
into  execution,  although  it  has  been  said,  that 
great  expectations  were  conceived  of  its  conse- 
quences by  those  who  interested  themselves  in 
the  design:  probably  those  expectations  were  de- 
stroyed by  the  death  of  the  queen,  which  oc-  neatUofQueen 

"^  1  ^  EllzAbctb. 

curred  in  the  year  1602,  about  two  years  after  a.d.  J602. 
the  enactment. 

The  letter  of  the  law,  it  is  true,  was  left,  but 
that  spirit  which  was  to  fulfil  the  object  in  con- 
templation, terminated  with  the  death  of  thi^ 
singular  but  illustrious  princess,  whose  memory 
(however  grievous  her  errors)  ought  ever  to  be 
endeared  to  the  hearts  of  Englishmen  by  the 
recollection  of  the  foundation  she  laid  of  that 
naval  superiority,  hitherto  preserved  by  Great 
Britain,  over  all  the  countries  in  the  world ;  a 
superiority,  which  the  author  of  this  work  hopes 
will,  under  Divine  Providence,  continue  as  long 
as  the  name  of  England  shall  endure. 
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Accetadon  of 
James  I* 
A.D.  1602. 


Queen  Elizabeth  was  succeeded  by  James  I. 
of  England,  but  VI.  of  Scotland  ;  thus  uniting  in 
his  person  the  crowns  of  both  kingdoms.  The 
recent  Actof  Parliament  for  the  general  drainage  of 
the  Fens,  and  the  general  attention  that  bad  been 
excited  in  the  late  reign  by  their  distressed  state^ 
rendered  this  subject  familiar  to  almost  all  men. 
The  character  of  the  king  at  once  guarantied 
that  this  matter  would  be  no  longer  neglected. 
King  James  was  a  grave  and  prudent  prince; 
and,  in  many  instances,  of  a  noble  and  pMrlotic 
spirit.  Historians  relate,  that  the  ideas  which  be 
entertained  of  his  own  transcendent  abilitlei, 
induced  him  to  believe  that  he  understMd  all 
kinds  of  learning,  human  and  divine  i  all  kinds  of 
business,  as  well  that  which  was  transacted  in  tbe 
cabinet,  as  that  which  was  carried  on  by  the 
labourer  in  the  field  ?  be  this,  however,  as  it  may, 
the  king  had  filled  the  throne  of  England  but  fbr 
a  short  period,  before  he  directed  his  extensive 
and  active  mind  to  the  important  work  of  re- 
claiming the  Great  Level.  The  croWn  at  thid 
period  (independently  of  the  possessions  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster)  had  acquired  vast  estates 
within  the  Great  Level,  recently  much  increased 
by  the  alienation  that  had  taken  place  by  Heton^ 
Bishop  of  Ely,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  la6t  ragn^. 
Amongst  other  properties,  the  crown,  at  the 
Church  of  Ely,  accession  of  King  James,  by  the  alienation  of 
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that  prelate,  was  seised  of  the  manor  and  soak 
of  Somersham,  with  the  demesne  lands,  tbe  park, 
meadows,  pastures,  and  free  chases,  thei-eto  be^ 
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longing;  Ihemdhors  of  Fenton,BIunti8bam,Colne, 
Earitli,  aud  Pidley^  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon; 
the  manors  of  Sti*eatbain,  Wilburtaii,  Hadden* 
hara^  Littleport^  Doddington  with  Ben  wick,  and 
March,  in  the  isle  of  Ely ;  and  the  manors  of 
Feltweil  and  Hookwold,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk. 
These  several  manors  lying  within,  and  indeed 
forming  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  Great 
Level,  would  naturally  attract  the  attention  of  a 
prince  recently  arrived  from  so  poor  acoudtry  as 
Scotland ;  particularly  as  the  fens,  when  drained 
and  improved,  would  offer  such  tempting  rewards 
to  the  shoals  of  hungry  dependents  who  had  ac- 
companied him  into  England.  No  people  in  the 
world  are  so  well  acquainted  with  the  principles 
of  emigration  as  the  Scotch,  the  Jews  excepted. 
Great  similarity  appears  In  the  habits,  manners^ 
and  indeed  occupations,  of  these  two  races  of 
people.  The  Scotch,  like  the  Jews,  are  wander- 
ers all  over  the  world.  Both  are  hucksters  and 
pedlers;  both  are  devoted  to  the  acquisition  of 
wealth;  both  industrious,  cmfty,  and  schemitig. 
The  Jews  have  no  country :  the  Scotch,  it  is  true^ 
have  a  **  local  habitation  and  a  name  ;'*  but  while 
love  of  country  is  ever  in  their  mouths,  (and  may 
have  existence  in  their  hearts,)  they  lose  no  fa- 
vourable opportunity  of  foi*saking  that  country 
for  the  most  distant  parts  of  either  hemisphere. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  king  James  took  a  per- 
sonal interest  in  accomplishing  the  work  of  drain-* 
age.  Speaking  of  the  Great  Level,  he  is  reported  to 
have  made  the  right  royal  declaration,  that  ^^  he 
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^^  would  not  suffer  any  longer  the  land  to  be 
*^  abandoned  to  the  use  of  the  waters/*  The  suc- 
cess which  had  attended  the  labours  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Low  Countries,  assuredly  kept 
the  attention,  not  only  of  the  King,  but  of  the 
Public,  alive  to  the  possibility  of  converting,  as 
the  Hollanders  had  done,  this  extensive  fenny 
and  watery  country  into  solid  and  productive 
ground. 

That  many  plans  were  in  agitation,  even  dur- 
ing the  last  reign,  for  effecting  partial  drainages, 
may  be  collected  from  the  words  of  the  statute 
App.35,36,     20  Eliz.,  which  speaks  of  "  Undertakers  ;'V  and 

those  plans  were  probably  still  under  considera- 
tion upon  the  accession  of  James  I.  to  the  throne 
of  England.  In  the  second  year  of  his  reign,  the 
King,  by  letters  directed  to  the  commissioners  of 
sewers  for  the  isle  of  Ely,  and  counties  of  Norfolk, 
Suffolk,  Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  Northampton, 
and  Lincoln,  bearing  date  at  Westminster  the 
11th  July,  encouraged  their  proceedings  in  the 
work  of  drainage,  expressing  his  readiness  to 
allow  a  part  of  bis  own  lands  so  to  be  recovered, 
to  be  rated  towards  the  charge  of  the  work,  in  the 
same  proportion  as  his  subjects  should  be  rated; 
and  he  signified  to  them,  that  he  had  appointed 
certain  persons  to  take  a  view  of  the  Fens,  and  to 
treat  and  contract  with  as  many  lords  and  com- 
moners as  they  might,  touching  the  premises, 
desiring  likewise  the  commissioners  to  be  aiding 
to  the  persons  so  appointed  by  his  Majesty.  Cer- 
tain limits  of  country  were  set  forth  in  the  com* 
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iDission ;  and  Mr.  Atkyns^  an  eminent  surveyor  of  App.  71. 72. 
that  day,  well  acquainted  with  the  Fens^  was 
employed  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  soil. 
After  the  inquiry,  a  return  was  made  to  the  Privy 
Council,  and  many  subsequent  proceedings  took 
place,  in  all  of  which  the  King  greatly  interested 
himself.  It  appears  also  by  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  on  the  18th  of  February, 
1605,  a  bill  was  introduced,  ^'  for  draining  of 
^  certain  fen  and  low  grounds  within  the  isle  of 
"  Ely  and  country  adjoining,  subject  to  hurt  by 
"  surrounding  *,  being  300,000  acres  at  the 
**  least,"  and  read  the  first  time.  It  was  however 
rejected  upon  the  third  reading ;  the  numbers 
being,  With  the  Yeas,    •     .      93 

With  the  Noes     .     .     116 
Another  bill  of  a  similar  nature  was  introduced  Jonmaif,  i605» 
immediately  afterwards,  and  shared  the  same  fate.       ' 
Sir  John  Peyton,  bart.,  then  M.  P.  for  the  county 
of  Cambridge,  appears  to  have  taken  a  very  active 
part  against  both  these  bills  ;  and  an  anecdote  is 
mentioned  in  Cole's  M SS.,  preserved  in  the  British 
Museum,  that  the  baronet  was  called  into  the 
lobby  of  the  House,  during  the  discussion,  to  the 
Lord  Westmoreland,  who  was  a  very  considerable 
proprietor  of  land  in  the  Great  Level,  and  was 
offered  a  considerable  sum  if  he  would  support 
the  bill;   but  this  he  declined,  in  a  manner  at 
once  dignified  and  patriotic. 


*  This  term  was  always  used  in  early  times  to  express  the 
drowned  lands. 
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Journal,  1007.      Altliougb  tlic  general  bill  of  drainage  failed^ 

better  success  attended  one  of  a  more  limited 
nature.  On  the  11th  of  June^  1607^  Sir  Robert 
Wingfield  brought  up  tbe  report  of  what  was 
then  called  the  '*  Little  Bill/'  for  the  draining  of 
6000  acres  of  surrounded  land.  Upon  the  second 
reading,  a  proviso^  and  some  alterations  in  th9 
titlej  wei-e  offered,  which  were,  upon  tbe  question^ 
agreed  to  be  added ;  and  on  the  22d  of  June,  1606i 
the  bill  passed,  and  was  sent  up  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  by  whom  the  same  was  also  passed ;  and 
it  finally  received  the  royal  assent.  Thus  was 
enacted  the  statute  for  draining  the  country  of 
Waldei*sea^  being  the  first  local  district  act  for 
improving  the  state  of  the  Fens.      It  will  bi| 

App.p.39.  found  fully  set  out  in  the  Appendix,  and  de- 
serves the  attention  of  tbe  reader  for  its  extreme 
brevity^  in  comparison  with  the  prolixity  of 
more  modern  legislation.  By  this  act,  Francis 
Tindal^  Esq.,  Henry  Farr,  and  John  Cooper,  gen- 
tlemen, undertook  to  drain  certain  lands^  (tbe 
boundaries  of  which  are  set  forth  in  (be  act,)  cal* 
led  and  named  the  ring  of  Waldersea  and  Cold- 
ham,  in  the  isle  of  Ely :  for  which  undertaking 
the  adventurers  agreed  to  receive  "  two-thirds*'  of 
the  lands  so  to  be  drained.  Tbe  work  ww  pom- 
pleted:— ^t  leasts  the  parties  had  the  reoptti' 
pense.  One  provision  in  this  act  merits  the  sd^ 
rious  consideration  of  fen-men;  namely,  tb(M 
clause  which  provides  that  the  two-thirds  so  al- 
lotted for  drainage  should  not  be  liable  to  the  pay- 
rnent  of  tithes  /or  seven  years  after  the  time  fixed 
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f6r  completing  the  drainage.  Unfortunately,  this 
wboleMoie  precedent  has  been  generuliy  lost 
sight  of  in  after*tiines;  although  £quity  would 
(Certainly  say,  that,  the  lands  being  improved  at 
great  dost  to  the  proprietors,  it  would  be  but 
fair  that  they  who  reap  so  great  a  share  by  such 
improvement,  sboutd  contribute  in  some  pro- 
portion to  the  benefit  received.  This  principle, 
however,  has  been  recently  recognized,  and  in- 
deed, acted  upon,  in  a  statute  passed  for  improving 
the  drainage  of  that  part  of  the  Great  Level 
(iailed  the  South  Level.  No  alteration  toolc  place 
in  the  drainage  of  Waldersea,  until  a  short  time  waidcneaAct, 

9  Geo  4  C  P 

since,  when  a  more  improved  and  general  system 
was  adopted,  and  is  now  in  progress. 

A  multiplicity  of  commissions  issued  during 
this  reign,  and  a  variety  of  disputes  arose  between 
the  fen  owners  and  occupiers,  and  the  com  mis* 
siotiers.    Orders  were  sent  from  the  Privy  Coud-  vide  sir  ck- 

^  meat  Ed  mood  8 

cil  for  carrying  on  particular  works:  letters  were  Rep.App.58, 
written  by  the  King  himself  to  the  undertakers  : 
expensive  views  were  taken  of  the  Great  Level :  ougdaic,  38s>. 
a  general  dissatisfaction  arose  amongst  all  parties 
concerned:  much  was  attempted,  and  little  ex- 
ecuted. Displeased  at  last  with  those  whom  he  Imd 
employed^  and  to  make  amends  for  the  long  and 
continued  disappointment  the  conductors  con- 
cerned had  experienced,  the  King  himself  most 
graciously  condescended  to  become  the  under- 
taker of  this  great  work,  for  which  he  was  to 
receive  120,000  acres  of  the  Great  Level,  to  be  set 
out  by  metes  and  bounds. 
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course. 
App.341. 


In  order  to  carry  this  work  into  effect^  his  Ma- 
jesty invited  over  from  the  Low  Countries  a  per- 
sonage,  who  subsequently  became  of  no  mean 
consideration  and  importance  in  the  affairs  of  the 
muJdc^rdU-   ^^°Sj  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden.    Not  much  is 

known  of  this  singular  man.  He  was  a  Zear 
lander,  the  son  of  Giles  Vermuyden,  by  Sarah 
his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Cornelius  Workendyke. 
His  parents  lived  at  Saint  Martin's  Dyke,  in  the 
Isle  of  Tbolen,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Scheldt. 
He  was,  therefore,  born  and  brought  up  in  a 
country,  similar  in  some  degree  to  the  Fens,  and 
where  the  triumph  of  the  art  of  embanking  and 
draining  had  been  most  complete,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  it  constituted  half  the  occupation  of  the 
inhabitants.  But  the  first  exertions  of  this  very 
extraordinary  man,  did  not  take  place  within  the 
Greal  Level  of  the  Fens.  It  is  said,  that  prince 
Henry,  eldest  son  of  James  I,  making  a  progress 
to  York,  hunted  at  Hatfield  Chase  *,  near  Don- 

*  One  of  the  principal  proprietors  of  Hatfield  Chace,  is 
John  Walbank  Childers,  Esq.^  of  Cantley  HaU^  near  Doncsaier, 
and  one  of  the  Conservators  of  the  Bedford  Level  Corporation* 
The  mother  of  Mr.  Childers  is  still  living :  she  is  the  daug^ter^ 
and  one  of  the  three  co-heiresses  of  Sampson,  last  Lord 
Eardley.  His  lordship  was  for  many  years  a  Baili£f  of  the  Bed- 
ford Level  Corporation,  and,  having  very  large  property  in 
the  North  and  Middle  Levels,  took  an  anxious  part  io  feo 
affairs.  His  lordship,  from  the  moment  he  came  into  posses- 
sion of  these  estates,  was  always  ready,  either  with  his  parsej 
or  by  his  personal  exertions,  (being  a  very  regular  attendant  at 
the  board,)  to  forward  every  measure  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Bedford  Level ;  and  that  in  times  of  great  pecuniary  diffi- 
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caster,  and  was  entertained  by  one  Portington  of  ^^^e  Hunter's 
Tudworth.     Verrauyden  was  in  the  suite  of  this  Doncaster. 

.  ..1        Miller's  IIU- 

pnnce;  and  hence,  it  is  conceived,  arose  the  de-  toryofDon- 
sign  of  draining  those  Levels.   Having  obtained  a  Deu'pryme's 
grant  from  the  crown  of  all  its  property,  Ver-  Hatfi^.*^ 
muyden  entered  into  the  prosecution  of  that  great 
undertaking  with   all   the    confidence  which    a 
knowledge  of  what  had  been  executed  in  Hol- 
land, and  a  natural  genius  for  vast  designs,  could 
inspire.  His  own  command  of  capital  was  perhaps 
scarcely  adequate  to  the  object  in  contempla- 
tion;   but  he  was  supported  by  many  of  his 
countrymen,  particularly  by  Sir  Philibert  Ver- 
natti,  the  Volkenburgh  family,  the  Vampeerens, 
Abram  Vernatti,  Andrew  Bocean,  and  John  Cor- 
sellis. 

cnlty  and  distress,  and  when  (even  as  at  the  present  period)  the 
pockets  of  Fen  men  were  not  overloaded.  He  represented  the 
county  of  Cambridge  in  parliament  until  the  year  1780-1,  when 
he  was  most  ungenerously  and  ungratefully  turned  out,  to 
make  room  for  a  stranger  3  that  stranger,  however,  it  is  but 
fiair  to  add^  well  deserved  every  commendation.  Lord  Robert 
Manners^  uncle  to  the  present  Duke  of  Rutland  and  Lord  C. 
S.  Manners,  was  returned  instead  of  Lord  £ardley,  then  Sir 
Sampson  Gideon,  Baronet,  after  and  in  conjunction  with  the 
present  Earl  of  Uardwicke,  then  the  Right  Honorable  Philip 
Torke.  Lord  Robert  was  a  gallant  sailor  :  he  merited  and  re- 
ceived the  grateful  thanks  of  his  admiring  countr>'men  for 
his  bravery^  which  terminated  his  life,  when  combating  the 
enemies  of  England  :  peace  to  his  manes !  His  heroic  deeds 
live  recorded  in  the  annals  of  his  country  :  he  deserved  well,  as 
a  valiant  officer  3  but  Lord  Eardley  had  earned  the  character 
which  ingratitude  could  not  tear  from  him, — the  friend  and 
guardian  of  the  interests  of  the  Fens.. — 1629. 
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Some  of  tliese  foreigners  embarked  with  Vw- 
iniiyden  in  this  desigf),  and  subsequently,  in  the 
scheme  for  dmining  the  Great  Level,  with  the 
intention  of  abandoning  their  own  coantry,  and 
becoming  permanent  residents  upon  laads  9om^- 
what  resembling  those  they  proposed  to  relinquish. 
Ot  bet's  considered  the  speculation  as  a  means  of 
employing  capital ;  and  to  these  it  was  of  im- 
portance to  find  tenants  who  would  .cultivate  the 
land  redeemed.  This,  it  appears,  was  not  matter 
of  difficulty.  The  state  pf  Holland  aad  the  Low 
Countries,  both  political  and  I'eligious,  was  such, 
that  (as  ali*eady  mentioned)  there  were  yiuwbers 
of  persecuted  parties,  who  would  gladly  avail 
themselves  of  the  asylum,  which  a  GO^nttj  like 
England  presented. 

It  is  well  known,  that  a  series  of  the  most  cruel 
persecutions  awaited  all  who  refused  to  embrace 
the  doctrines  of  Calvin;  and  hence  appears  to 
have  originated  the  variety  of  names  of  French 
derivation  down  to  the  present  day,  amongst  those 
who  reside  in  the  Fens.  These  inhabitants  of  the 
Low  Countries  are  described  to  have  been  abarai- 
less  and  industrious  people,  who  pursued  in  peace 
their  agricultural  avocations,  while  the  great  par- 
ticipants were  involved  in  all  the  troubles  which 
we  have  described.  De  la  Pryme*,  whose  ancestor 

*  The  Reverend  Abraham  De  la  Pryme  wk\$  born  at  H|iU.  He 
was  the  son  of  Matthew  De  la  Pryme^  who  emigrate^  from  the 
city  of  Ipres^  in  Flanders^  during  those  .cruel  religious  pereiM!U- 
tions  under  the  Duke  dWlva.  Matthew  settled,  with  many  others 
of  his  unfortunate  countrymen^  in  the  Level  of  Hatfield  CbM^i 
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tvas  one  of  the  adventurei's,  says,  that  for  a  time 
tticy  lived  like  pt-iuces ;  but  it  is  to  be  feared  tiiat 
tlie  misfortunes  aud  losses  of  the  superiors  would 
shed  an  influence  over  the  tenantry.  Tljey  lived  in 
most  parts  in  single  houses^  dispei*sed  through  the 
newly  recovered  country. 

It  had,  however,  ceased  to  be  of  importan<ie. 
A  small  colony  quickly  adopts  the  language,  as 
well  as  the  manners  of  the  people  with  whom  they 
are  in  the  habits  of  daily  intercourse.  But  the 
€x4ony  itself  became  sadly  reduced,  and  the  de- 
serted places  in  the  Level  were  occupied  by  native 
Englishmen*  Families  pass  away  more  rapidly,than 
persons,  who  have  never  adverted  to  the  fact,  can 
well  imagine^  How  few  families  in  the  middle 
class  of  life  are  found  on  the  same  site,  down  to 
tiie  fourth  generation !  I  am  told,  that,  in  Lin- 
colnshire, the  names  of  Brujrme  and  Egar,  and 
others,  still  exist.  There  are  also  the  De  la 
Prymes  or  Pry mes ;  but  they  quitted  the  Levels.  In 
the  Great  Level,  are  still  founvl  the  Descows,  and 
the  La  Plas,  and  othei*s.    Nor  have  these  foreigners 

800Q  after  the  same  was  drained  by  Vcrmuyden.  Abraham  dc 
la  Pryme  was  sometime  divinity  reader  to  the  High  Church, 
Hall,  and  Minister  of  Thome.  Not  much  is  recorded  respect- 
ing the  life  of  this  respectable  person ;  but  his  literary  works 
will  attract  the  attention  of  the  antiquary^  and  awaken  that 
respect  which  i«  due  to  his  extraordinary  talents.  He  dieil  in  the 
thirty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  as  appears  by  a  tablet  erected  to  his 
memory  in  Hatfield  Church.  George  Pryme,  Esq.,  barrister 
at  law,  professor  of  political  economy  in  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge (where  he  resides),  and  one  of  the  Conservators  of  the 
Bedford  Level  Corporation,  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  this  family. 
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left  many  memorials  of  themselves.  How  in- 
teresting and  affecting  a  narrative  would  Abraham 
De  la  Pryme,  the  antiquary  and  philosopher  of  the 
Levels,  have  produced,  had  he  lived  to  perfect  his 
admirable  design  of  giving  a  complete  history  of 
this  singular  colony !  We  read  with  peculiar 
pleasure  the  simple  and  touching  inscription  on 
the  monument  of  Matthew  De  la  Pryme,  in  the 
Church  at  Hatfield,  near  Doncaster,  in  Yorkshire. 
Vermuyden's  plan  did  not  give  satisfaction ;  but 
he  exerted  his  utmost  to  satisfy  the  country.  He 
employed  many  workmen,  at  a  higher  rate  of 
wages  than  had  been  known  before;  he  strenu- 
ously endeavoured,  as  far  as  lay  in .  his  power, 
without  incurring  a  ruinous  expense,  to  relieve  the 
people  who  had  suffered  from  the  change  he  had  ef- 
fected. He  was  supported  by  the  court.  Onthe 
26th  of  January,  1629,  he  received  the  honor  of 
knighthood  ;  and  on  the  8th  of  February,  in  the 
same  year,  he  took  a  grant  from  the  crown,  of  the 
whole  of  Hatfield  Chace.  Soon  afterwards.  Sir 
Coraelius  withdrew  from  that  work,  having  sold 
his  lands,  and  left  its  completion  to  other  partici- 
pants. It  is  generally  supposed  that  he  was  solicited 
by  King  James  to  render  his  assistance  in  the 
gigantic  project  of  draining  the  Great  Level. 

About  the  time  he  began  his  operations  at  Hat- 
field Chace,  (1626,)  Sir  Cornelius  took  to  wife  Ca- 
therine, daughter  of  All  Saints  Lapps,  of  London. 
By  her  he  had  five  children  ;  namely,  Cornelius, 
John,  Sarah,  Catherine,  and  Adriane.  No  other 
Riuh.  Mem.     trace  is  left  of  these  children  than  that  it  appears. 
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there  was  in  the  parliament  army  oommanded 
by  Fairfax^  a  Colonel  Vermuyden,  who  resigned 
bis  commission  a  few  days  before  the  battle  of 
Nazeby,  having,  as  he  alleged,  special  reasons 
requiring  his  presence  beyond  the  seas,  whence 
he  probably  never  returned. 

Although  frequent  mention  will  be  made  here- 
after of  this  most  singular  person,  in  develop- 
ing the  subsequent  history  of  the  drainage  of  the 
Great  Licvel,  it  may  be  as  well  to  state  in  this 
place,  that  his  ultimate  destiny  is  wrapped  in  un- 
certainty. In  1642,  he  published  his  celebrated 
discourse,  touching  the  drainage  of  the  fens« 
In  1654,  he  joined  in  a  conveyance  of  lands  in 
Hatfield  Level ;  and.  In  1656,  he  appears  in  the 
journals  of  the  House  of  Commons  as  a  peti- 
tioner. After  this  date,  no  information  can  be 
found  respecting  him.  Probably,  he  died  soon 
after,  and,  it  is  feared,  in  circumstances  which 
are  too  frequently  the  lot  of  persons  who  en- 
gage in  large  speculations.  The  author  of  a 
pamphlet  on  the  state  of  Hatfield  Level,  says, 
that  at  last  ^^  this  know-nothing  died,  miserably 
'^  poor,  in  the  south.*'  In  truth,  he  shared  the 
unfortunate  fate  of  the  first  adventurers  in  the 
Great  Level,  all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of 
Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  were  completely  ruined ; 
and  even  his  Lordship's  circumstances  were  much 
impaired,  he  being  compelled  to  sell  many  valu- 
able estates  to  defray  the  enormous  expenses 
incurred  in  the  first  ineffectual  work  of  drain- 
age. 

VOL.  I.  H 
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Before  we  proceed  to  a  further  considemtion 
of  the  means  employed  to  effect  a  general  drain- 
age of  the  Great  Levei  during  this  reign,  it  may 
not  be  uninteresting  to  take  a  short  Tiew  of  the 
state  of  Flanders  and  Holland,  from  which  Sir 
Oornelius  Vermuyden  bad  unfortunately  derired 
that  knowledge  of  artificial  drainage,  which  he 
in  after-times  made  applicable  to  the  purposes  of 
improving  the  Great  Level.  It  may  be  well 
to  understand  the  difference  that  existed  between 
those  countries  and  the  Great  Level. 

In  Flanders,  hardly  any  natural  river  is  to  be 
discovered,  that  freely  empties  itself  into  the  sea, 
except  the  Scheldt.  This  river  is  strongly  em- 
banked wherever  it  is  necessary,  more  especially 
tovmrcfe  its  month,  where  the  land  lies  lowest 
of  all ;  and  the  tide  is  suffered  to  run  up  into 
it  without  any  hinderance,  several  miles  beyond 
Antwerp,  which  city  is  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  sea.  All  the  other  rivers,  not  only  the 
natural  ones,  but  their  canals,  or  artificial  rivers, 
many  of  which  (but  not  all)  run  above  the  soil  of 
the  adjacent  lands  throughout  the  year,  are 
strongly  embanked,  for  which  purpose  they  have 
indeed  plenty  of  good  materials  at  hand  in  most 
places :  moreover,  all  these  inland  rivers  are 
sluiced,  to  keep  out  the  sea;  and  their  extensive 
navigation,  much  greater  than  that  in  the  Fens,  is 
chiefly  performed  by  haling  with  horses,  and 
locks  are  erected  wherever  it  is  necessary  to 
change  the  levels  of  those  rivers  or  canals,  with- 
out any  considerable  stop  or  obstacle  to  their 
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boats  and  vessels ;  and  as  to  draining,  the  watei'S 
of  the  lands  are  conveyed  by  common  tunnels 
through  the  banks^  when  and  wherever  the  surface 
of  the  Waters  in  the  rivers  will  permit  it;  and 
where  not,  they  are  raised  by  engines,  chiefly 
windmills,  into  those  rivers,  and  thence  to  sea 
at  very  low  water,  through  either  breast-gates, 
which  then  open  themselves  and  shut  again  as  the 
tide  falls  or  rises,  or  through  common  draw- 
doors,  which  men,  appointed  and  paid,  watching 
day  and  night  the  flow  and  ebb  of  tides,  lift  up 
and  let  dowb  again  at  proper  times. 

In  Holland  and  the  neighbouring  provinces, 
the  situation  of  the  lands  is  still  less  favor- 
able. The  most  considerable  river  is  the  Maese, 
which  brings  down  with  it  to  the  sea  part  of 
the  Rhine.  This  river  is  strongly  embanked, 
and  the  tide  runs  up  freely  into  it  several 
leagues,  not  only  above  Rotterdam,  but  above 
Dort,  without  interruption;  but  all  other  rivers, 
either  natural  or  artificial,  are  not  only  em- 
banked, and  the  banks  maintained  at  a  national 
charge,  but  the  sea  is  kept  out  of  them  by  locks, 
breast-gates,  or  draw-doors,  through  which  an 
almost  incredible  inland  navigation  is  performed, 
ms  in  Flanders :  but  what  distinguishes  the  case  of 
Holland  from  Flandei*s  is,  that  in  the  former  the 
lands  in  general  lie  so  low  as  to  be  always  under 
the  sQt-face  of  the  rivers  and  the  sea ;  and  the  soil 
is  to  the  full  as  bad  and  as  moorish  as  the  ground 
in  the  worst  part  of  the  Fenft.  All  these  diffi- 
culties, patience,  steady  industry,  and  good  regu- 
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lations^  have  surmounted.  The  banks  are 
strong  and  well  made,  by  a  mixture  of  divers 
substances,  and  by  being  fortified  with  timber 
and  brick-work  where  necessary ;  but  being  de- 
prived, in  most  places,  of  the  advantage  of 
having  the  land  waters  drained  into  cuts  and 
canals  by  the  common  methods  of  valves  or  tun- 
nels, because  of  the  very  low  situation  of  the 
lands,  in  respect  to  the  surface  of  those  rivers 
and  canals;  the  Hollanders  keep  their  lands 
drained  by  the  help  of  engines^  principally 
windmills,  well  made^  properly  situated^  and 
their  number  suited  to  the  water  they  are  to 
throw  out ;  and  it  is  common  in  those  countries^ 
to  see  three  or  four  windmills*  playing  one  to 
another;  so  that  the  water  is  raised  over  a  per- 
pendicular bank,  sometimes  twelve  or  fourteen 
feet  in  height. 

The  obvious  difference  between  those  countries 
and  the  Great  Level,  will  be  sufficient  to  account 
for  the  extravagant  outlay,  and  irretrievable  mis- 
fortunes that  have  occurred  ;  and  to  prove,  that 
the  adoption  of  principles  and  plans,  however 
judicious  and  successful  in  the  one  country,  were 
utterly  inapplicable  to  the  other. 

r 

But  to  return  to  the  plans  of  drainage  which 
were  attempted   during  the  reign  of  James  L 

*  This  plan,  which  is  called  ''double  lifts/*  has  been 
adopted  in  many  places  in  the  fens.  Several  steam  engines 
having  been  recently  erected,  with  great  advantage,  it  is 
thoughi^  that  in  progress  of  timCj  the  use  of  windoiills  will  be 
exploded. 
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Previously  to  the  King's  becoming  the  under- 
taker, two  several  attempts  were  made  to  drain 
certain  lands  near  Upwell,  in  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk and  Isle  of  Ely ;  the  one  by  Sir  John  Pop- 
ham,  (chief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench,)  and 
the  other  by  certain  undertakers,  called  at  this 
period  "  the  Londoners,"  no  record-of  their  names 
being  left.  Both  these  plans  failed,  notwithstand- 
ing  each  party  had  the  assistance  of  two  of  the 
most  able  and  scientific  fen  men  of  that  time 
(Mr.  Atkyns  ♦  and  Mr.  Hunt).  The  plan  of  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Popham  is  still  worthy  of  remem- 
brance, on  account  of  the  river  bearing  his  name 
being,  at  the  present  moment,  used  for  the  drain- 
age of  that  part  of  the  Great  Level  ca.lled  the 
Middle  Level.  Some  remains  of  a  river  cut  by  the 
Londoners,  and  still  called  *^  Londoners'  Lode," 
may  be  traced  in  the  Fens  of  Upwell,  particularly 
near  the  residence  of  William  Lee,  Esq.,  a  very 
opulent  and  influential  fen  man  ^. 

The  obloquy  and  hatred  which  the  undertakers 
met  with  from  the  mass  of  the  people,  may  be  ac- 
counted for,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the  natural 
dislike  which  the  poorer  commoners  have  shewn 
to  inclosures  at  all  times,  and  in  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  The  improvement  of  a  country,  to- 
tally desolate,  and  almost  valueless,  and  the  fan- 

•  Vide  App.  p.  71,  for  a  very  able  report,  made  by  Mr. 
Atkyns,  to  Andrews,  then  Bishop  of  Ely. 

t  The  reader  is  referred  to  Dugdale's  History  of  Draining 
and  Embanking,  and  Badesdale's  work  on  the  Fens,  for  more 
detailed  particulars  of  these  commissions. 
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cied  improvements  which  have  marked  the  pro- 
gress of  avarice  and  ignorance^  in  more  modem 
times^  are  widely  different.  From  the  former^ 
naturally  spring  the  sources  of  industry,  plenty^ 
and  comfort ;  while  the  reward  of  the  latter^  by 
cutting  off  the  resources  of  industry>  and  the 
App.sis.        pride  of  independence,  invariably  work  a  wee* 

ful  change  in  the  moral  habits  and  manners  of  a 
population  previously  obedient^  industrious^  and 
benevolent. 

What  would  have  been  the  consequences  of 
the  undertaking  entered  into  by  King  James^ 
must  now  be  left  to  conjecture,  no  one  executive 
step  having  ever  been  taken;  and  such  i&  the 
strange  reverse  of  human  affairs,  that  at  the  time 
the  King  was  meditating  how  to  obtain  a  new 
country,  as  it  were,  for  his  subjects,  he  was  with- 
drawn  from  that  diesign,  to  recover  an  old  king- 
dom for  his  own  family,  from  which  they  bad  been 
expelled.  The  ill-timed  ambition^  and  strange 
politics  of  Frederick,  Elector  Palatine,  who  mar- 
ried the  Princess  Elizabeth,  (daughter  to  King 
James,)  induced  him  to  accept  the  crown  of  Bo- 
hemia ;  but  for  one  year's  reign,  he  afterwards 
paid  as  a  price  his  electoral  dominions,  out  of 
which  he  was  driven,  through  revenge,  by  the 
Emperor  of  Germany.  He  applied  to  hiis  father- 
in-law.  In  those,  as  well  as  in  modern  times^  the 
same  unhappy  propensity  existed  in  the  English 
nation,  to  interfere  in  the  dissensions  of  other 
kingdoms.  Alas !  Nations  and  princes  never 
profit  by  experience  ;   woeful  indeed  have  been 
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tbe  consequences  of  this  wretched  policy.  The 
attempts  of  King  James  to  recorer  the  Palatinate 
for  bis  sao-in-law,  and  other  political  embarrass- 
ments which  attended  him  during  the  rest  of  Im 
reign,  entirely  extingnisbed  bis  zeal  as  aiL&dveo- 
tui*er  for  the  improvement  of  the  fens* 

From  this  time,  nothing  seems  to  hai^e  been  Accc«iaaof 
attempted  for  the  relief  of  the  Level,  until  the 
5th  year  of  King  Charles  I.^  when,  at  a  session  of  sov.i. 
sewers,  held  at  Huntingdon,  upon  the  6th  o( 
January,  it  was  decreed,  that  a  tax  of  six  shil- 
lings per  acre  should  be  laid  upon  all  the  mai-sh 
fenny  waste,  and  surrounded  grounds,  in  order 
to  the  general  drainage ;  notwithstanding  which 
decree,  no  part  of  this  tax  was  paid,  nor  was 
there  any  prosecution  of  that  work. 

The  importance  of  the  drainage  seems  never  to 
have  been  entirely  lost  sight  of,  after  the  statute 
passed  in  the  20th  of  Elizabeth;  and  consequently, 
at  another  session  of  sewers,  held  at  King's  Lynn, 
upon  the  1st  of  September  in  the  ensuing  year,  the  «  c«r.  u 
commissioners  then  present,  being  46  in  number, 
made  a  contract  with  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden, 
for  draining  the  Great  Level ;  and  for  his  recom- 
pense therein,  he  was  to  have  95,000  acres  of  the 
surrounded  lands.  At  no  period  were  English- 
men willing  that  foreigners  should  become  the 
masters  of  any  part  of  the  soil  of  Britain. 
The  Fen  men  partook  of  this  virtuous  feeling, 
and  were  greatly  dissatisfied  with  the  contract 
thus  entered  into  with  an  alien.  It  was  finally 
abandoned ;  and  the  country  found  a  Mend  and 
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protector  in  the  illustrious  Francis^  Earll  of  Bed- 
ford. By  his  benign  influence^  fostering  care, 
and  munificent  protection,  the  foundation  was 
laid  for  those  laws^  those  institutions,  and  those 
measures,  which  it  now  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
author  t^  develop  and  explain,  being  the  original 
proceedings  which  really  gave  rise  to  the  pre- 
sent Corporation  of  the  Bedford  Level. 
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CHAPTER  VL 


State  of  the  Great  Level  vndet*  Charles  L—The 
lAffm  Law.-^  The  Indenture  of  Fourteen  Parts. 
— Charter  of  Incorporation.  —  Its  dissolution. — 
St.  Ives  Law. — Engagement  of  Sir  Cornelius 
Vermmfden.  —  The  King^s  harsh  conduct. — 
Reversal  of  the  St.  Ives  Law. — Noble  conduct 
of  the  Earl  of  Bedford y  and  his  death. 

A  GREAT  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Fens  were  utterly  hostile  to  a  general  drainage 
of  the  Great  Level.  This,  upon  consideration, 
will  not  appear  strange.  The  project  would 
have  had  the  effect  of  changing  their  habits,  their 
manners,  and  their  pursuits;  and  above  all> 
would  ultimately  have  led  to  a  spoliation  of  a 
great  portion  of  their  property.  The  massacre  of 
Saint  Bartholomew,  and  the  accession  of  King 
James,  had  spread  over  the  country  (particularly 
the  Fens)  a  vast  herd  of  foreigners.  Fen  men 
have  never  lacked  sagacity,  although  they  may 
not  have  evinced  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
foresight :  however,  they  possessed  sense  enough 
to  perceive,  that  if  these  destitute  refugees  and 
Scotchmen  were  to  be  fed  and  clothed,  it  must 
be  done  at  the  expense  of  some  proportion  of 
their  property.  Moreover,  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  of 
sewers,  basking  in  and  flourishing  under  the  sun- 
beams  of  royalty,   were  exceedingly   arbitrary: 
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but  fen  men  were  doomed  to  submit.  When, 
therefore^  the  people  found  these  commissioners 
of  sewei*s  had  actually  concluded  a  treaty  with 
Sir  Corneliiis  Vermuyden,  an  alien  and  a.fo-^ 
reigner^  in  the  anguish  of  despair^  they  thyrew 
themselves  upon  the  protection  of  Francia^  then 
£arl  of  Bedford,  who  was  the  ownei  of  20fiOO 
acres  of  land  in  ai:>d  near  Thocney  and  Whit- 
tlesey, in  the  Isle  of  Ely ;  and  in  the  language  of 
App.  p.  101.      the  Lynn  law»  '^  became  humble  suitors  to  the 

^'  Earl  for  so  great  and  noble  a  work,  so  much 
**  concerning  the  whole  country,  .and  fris  lord- 
'^  ship  in  his  own  particular;  and  that  be  would 
'*  be  the  undertaker  thereof;  which  motion^  pro- 
ceeding so  freely  from  the  eountiy,  arwf  behig 
seconded  by  all  the  comraissioneps  prese&f, 
his  lordship  yielded  unto,  aud  did  agree  to 
**^  undertake  the  said  work.** 

The  application  to  the  Earl  of  Bedford  was 
both  wise  and  politic.  He  was  a  man  of  a  noble 
and  finely  gifted  mind;  he  stood  high  in  the 
councils  of  his  sovereign  ;  was  the  €iwner  of  ex- 
tensive fen  possessions ;  and,  above  all,  was  the 
friend  and  neighbour  of  the  fen  men.  A  more 
striking  instance  of  self-devotion  to  the  wishes  of 
the  people,  and  the  real  benefi^i  of  the  state^ 
appears  not  upon  the  records  of  history.  The 
calt  of  country  is  magic  to  a  patriot's  ears :  it  is 
heard  only  to  be  obeyed.  The  Earl  of  Bedford 
saw  before  him  the  brightest  prospects;  Hope 
dawned  over  a  dreary  waste;  and. in*  t-he  ardour 
of  his  imagiuation,  he  beheld  a  new  world  arise. 
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to  crown  his  efforts^  and  enable  him  to  deserve 
from  posterity  a  monument  of  unceasing  gratitude 
and  admiration.  Alaa!  human  hopes  and  ex- 
pectations are  too  often  futile^  and  are  sometimes 
nhlmately  entombed  in  the  grave  of  experience. 
Could  the  noble-minded  Earl  of  Bedford  have 
foreseen  the  mortifications  he  was  to  endure^  the 
obstacles  against  whieb  he  was  to  oootend,  the 
treflBendoua  pecuniary  sacrifices  he  was  to  make^ 
the  base  ingratitude  destined  to  be  his  ultimate 
and  only  public  reward^  while  his  last  hours 
were  to  be  embittered  by  the  most  poignant 
domestic  affliction,  his  generous  spirit  would 
bave  quailed,  his  righteous  purposes  would  have 
paused  upon  the  threshold  of  hope,  and  the 
great  work  of  drainage  have  fallen  either  into 
the  hands  of  an  alien  and  adventurer^  or  been 
procrastinated  until,  in  after-times,  Providence 
should  raise  up  to  the  succour  and  support  of 
the  fen  men,  a  patron  and  a  benefactor,  as  noble 
and  disinterested  as  the  illustrious  Francis  Earl 
of  Bedford. 

The  contract  with  the  Earl  is  usually  called  the  The  Lynn  Uw. 
Lynn  Law,  and  is  dated  the  13tb  January,  1630.  i3  Jui.i630. 
Its  authority  was  founded  upon  a  commission  is- 
sued by  the  Crown  :  it  was  ratified  and  confirmed 
by  the  power  and  jurisdiction  of  the  commission- 
ers of  sewers,  and  ultimately  enrolled  in  the  High 
Court  of  Chancery;  yet  was  it  inoperative  in 
itself  to  the  extent  required,  as  will  be  presently 
shewn,  although  it  must  be  considered  to  bave 
been  in  a  great  degree,  the  foundation  of  all  the 
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laws  relative  to  the  Corporation  of  the  Bedford 
Level. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  set  forth  the  minute 
particulars  of  the  contract  between  the  com- 
missioners of  sewers^  the  country,  and  the  noble 
Elarl.  The  reader's  labour  will,  however,  be 
repaid  by  giving  these  particulars  his  careful 
perusal  and  attention,  and  by  reference  to  the 
App.p.98.       law  itself,  which  is  fully  set  forth  in  the  Appendix 

to  this  work.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  contract 
embraced  all  the  requisite  parties.  The  Earl  was 
to  have  95,000  acres  of  the  drained  lands  for  bis 
satisfaction,  on  account  of  the  expense  and  hazard 
consequent  upon  such  a  work ;  of  which  95,000 
acres,  40,000  acres  were  to  be  appropriated  for 
continuing  and  preserving  the  work,  and  1 2,000 
acres  allotted  to  the  Crown. 

It  will  naturally  become  a  subject  of  inquiry, 
what  power  the  crown  or  the  commissioners  of 
sewers  had  to  sever  and  alienate  this  great  propor- 
tion of  the  property  of  others ;  and  how  the  same 
could  become  a  vested  fee  in  the  Earl  and  his 
assigns. 
App.p.26.  By  the  statute  23  H.  8,  c.  5,  s.  9,  it  is  enacted, 

"  That  the  same  laws,  ordinances,  and  decrees,  to 
^*  be  made  and  ordained  by  the  said  commissioners 
"  (of  sewers),  or  six  of  them,  by  authority  of  the 
'^  said  commission  (from  the  Crown),  shall  bind  as 
"  well  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  of 
the  King  our  Sovereign  Lord,  as  all  and  every 
other  person  and  persons,  and  their  heirs,  for 
'^  such  their  interest  as  they  shall  fortune  to  have. 
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^*  or  may  have,  in  any  lands,  tenements,  or  here- 
"  ditaments,  or  other  casual  profit,  advantage,  or 
"  commodity,  whatsoever  they  be,  whereunto  the 
"  said  laws,  ordinances,  and  decrees,  shall  in  any 
case  extend,  according   to  the  true  purport, 
meaning,  and  intent  of  the  same  laws.** 
The    proceedings    of   the    commissioners    of 
sewers  would  have  been  totally  ineffectual  with- 
out  this  provision;   but  as  the  greater  part  of 
the  Level  consisted  of  very  extensive  open  com- 
mons, a  difficulty  still  arose  as  to  the  power  of 
enforcing  a  division  of  any  proportion  thereof; 
and  this    difficulty,  coupled    with    the   natural 
aversion  of  the  owners  to  any  such  division,  was 
the  main  cause  of  retarding  so  long  some  general 
plan  of  drainage  and  improvement.    The  genius 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  or  of  her  government,  saw 
and  remedied  this  evil.     By  the  General  Drain- 
age Act,  passed  in  the  43rd  year  of  her  reign,  App.p.ss. 
it   is  enacted,    "  That    the    lord    or    lords,   as 
"  well  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  or  any  other 
"  person   or   persons    whatsoever,    of    all     and 
*'  every   the    wastes    and    commons    aforesaid ; 
"  and    the    most    of   the    commoners    for    the 
"  particular  commons,  and   likewise   the   own- 
^'  ers,  and  such   as    have  or    shall    have    inte- 
rest in  any  several  surrounded  ground,  lying 
within    or    near   the    same,   maj/  contract  or 
"  bargain  for  part  of  such  commons^  wastes,  and 
*'  severals  aforesaid,  with  such  person  and  per- 
**  sons  which   will  undertake  the  draining  and 
**  keeping  dry   perpetually   the  several    wastes 
"  and   commons  of  that   quality;    which   con- 
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^^  tract  and  bargain,  and  conveyances  tbereupoki 
''  made,  shall  be  good  and  available  in  law  to 
'^  all  constructions  and  purposes,  agaiost  the 
said  lords  of  the  said  soil,  land  owners  of 
severals,  and  their  heirB,  successors,  and  as* 
signs  9  and  all  the  commoners,  as  such,  as  shall 
or  might  have  common  or  interest  there  after- 
wards, according  to  contracts,  covenants^  pro^ 
visions,  and  agreements  in  those  conveyances^ 
^'  to  be  specified ;  and  for  so  much  of  such  com- 
^^  mons,  wastes,  or  severals,  as  shall  be  so  coq^ 
^^  tracted  or  conveyed,  to  hold  and  enjoy  in 
*^  severalty  to  such  person  or  persons,  his  or  their 
^^  assignee  or  assignees,  as  shall  or  hftve  anden* 
^^  taken  the  same,  in  such  manner  and  form  as 
*'  his  or  their  estates  or  interests  are  or  shall  be, 
^^  by  or  upon  such  contracts  or  agreements^  by 
'^  such  conveyance  limited  and  appointed.** 

The  commissioners  of  sewers,  the  proprietors 
of  fen  lands,  and  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  having 
united  under  the  King*s  commission,  the  con- 
tract being  duly  enrolled  in  the  High  Court  of 
Chancery,  became  an  effective  law,  aided  by  the 
provisions  of  the  two  statutes  last  mentioned; 
and  ultimately  vested  the  95,000  acres,  when  set 
out,  in  the  Earl,  his  participants,  and  their  re- 
spective assigns. 

Whether  the  noble  Earl,  at  the  time  of  under- 
taking the  general  drainage,  intended  to  manage 
the  whole  concern  himself,  and  from  his  own  i^e- 
sources,  is  not  ascertained ;  if  he  did  so  intend, 
he  was  afterwards  induced  to  alter  that  deter- 
mination,  probably,  somewhat  alarmed  at   the 
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enormous  sums  that  must  necessarily  be  required 
to  carry  on  so  stupendous  an  undertaking.  When 
it  was  known,  that  the  Earl  of  Bedford  bad  be- 
come the  undertaker  of  the  work,  the  greatest 
hopes  were  entertained  of  its  success.  It  was 
seen,  that,  independently  of  his  exalted  rank  and 
bis  political  importance,  he  had  a  fortune  to 
support  the  expense,  a  spirit  capable  of  sur- 
mounting any  difficulties,  and  that  he  who  enjoyed 
the  good  opinion  of  all  men,  would,  by  endea- 
Touring  to  make  them  think  well  of  each  other^ 
reconcile  their  jarring  interests.  The  whole 
country  having  promised  their  assistance,  the 
Eail  looked  around  for  proper  associates  in  this 
noble  work,  and  in  the  following  yeai*,  thirteen  a.d.  163i. 
persons  of  rank  and  fortune  proposed  themselves 
as  joint  adventurers.  The  terms  of  their  agree-  The  iudenturv 
ment  are  contained  in  a  deed,  which  is  called,  i»ru. 
the  Indenture  of  Fourteen  Parts. 

These  matters  being  arranged,  the  adventurers  App.  p-i"- 
cast  the  whole  land  into  twenty  parts  or  lots,  each 
lot  consisting  of  4000  acres,  whereof  the  Earl  was 
to  have  two  shares  or  lots  ;  Oliver,  Earl  of  Bui- 
lingbrooke,  one ;  Edward,  Lord  Gorges,  one ;  Sir 
Robert  Heath,  Knight,  one;  Sir  Miles  Sandys, 
Knight  and  Baronet,  two;  Sir  William  Russell, 
Knight  and  Baronet,  two;  Sir  Robert  Bevill, 
Knight  and  Baronet,  one ;  Sir  Thomas  Tyring- 
ham,  Knight,  two;  Sir  Philibert  Vernatt,  one; 
William  Sames,  LL.  D.,  one ;  Anthony  Hamond^ 
Esq.,  two ;  Samuel  Spalding,  Gent.,  one ;  Andrew 
Burrell,  Gent.,    one;    and    Sir   Robert  Liovett, 
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Diigd.p.409.    Knight^  one.    Dugdale  states,  that  the  Earl  of 

Bedford  reserved  three  shares,  which  would  make 
up  the  full  number  stipulated ;  but  this  was  not 
the  fact.  Nineteen  shares  only  were  taken  in  the 
first  instance ;  but  other  persons  subsequently 
joined  in  the  undertaking. 

By  this  indenture,  the  Earl  and  his  participants 
did  covenant  with  each  other,  to  expend  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  pounds  for  each  lot  or  share ;  and  on 
failure,  the  defaulters,  after  ten  days*  notice,  were 
to  be  wholly  excluded  from  taking  any  benefit  of 
the  premises,  and  were  also  to  lose,  and  for  ever 
be  debarred  from  having  or  demanding,  all  or 
any  such  sum  or  sums  of  money,  as  by  any  such 
person  or  persons  should  have  formerly  been  paid 
or  disbursed  for  and  towards  the  said  work. 

This  agreement  being  settled  and  conclnded, 
the  Earl  and  his  participants  began  the  work ; 
although,  it  should  be  stated,  soon  after  the 
execution^  of  the  agreement,  several  of  the  par- 
ticipants assigned  over  certain  proportions  of  their 
respective  shares. 

In  order  to  carry  oflF  the  superfluous  waters, 
wherewith  the  Level  was  so  much  annoyed,  from 
causes  already  stated,  the  Earl  and  his  asso- 
ciates caused  the  following  several  channels  to 
be  made,  viz. : 

1.  Bedford  River,  (now  called  the  Old  Bed- 
ford River,)  extending  from  Earith  to  Salterns 
Lode,  70  feet  wide,  and  21  miles  in  length. 

2.  Sam's  Cut,  from  Feltwell,  in  Norfolk,  to  the 
River  Ouze. 
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3.  A  cot  near  Ely,  now  called  Sandy*6  or  San- 
dairs  Cut,  2  miles  long,  and  40  feet  wide. 

4.  BevilFs  Leam,  being  a  cut  from  Whittlesey 
Meere^  to  Guyhirn,  about  10  miles  in  length,  and 
40  feet  in  breadth. 

5.  Morton's  Leam,  before  mentioned,  was  now  Ante,  p.  7s. 
made. 

6.  Peakirk  Drain,  10  miles  in  length,  and  17 
feet  in  breadth. 

7.  New  South  Eau,  from  Crowland  to  Clow's 
Oross. 

8.  Hill's  Cut,  near  Peterborough,  about  2  miles 
in  length,  and  50  feet  in  breadth. 

9.  Shire  Drain,  from  Clow's  Cross  to  Tyd,  and 
so  on  to  the  Sea. 

Besides  these  cuts  and  drains,  they  caused  two 
sluices  to  be  made  at  Tyd,  upon  Shire  Drain,  to 
keep  out  the  tides;  and  also  a  clow  at  Clow's 
Cross,  for  the  fresh  water ;  and  likewise  a  great 
sasse,  at  the  end  of  Well  Creek,  whei-e  it  empties 
itself  into  the  River  Ouze,  at  a  place  called 
Salter's  Lode ;  also  another  stone  sluice  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Bedford  River,  near  Salter's  Lode,  to 
keep  oat  the  tides ;  and  another  sluice  at  Earith, 
in  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  to  keep  out  the  land 
floods  ;  but  above  all  (says  Dugdale),  that  great  Dagd.p.4W, 
stone  sluice  below  Wisbech,  at  the  Horseshoe, 
which  cost  about  eight  thousand  pounds,  to  hold 
the  tides  out  of  Morton's  Leam. 

The  utility  of  these  works  will  be  more  parti- 
cularly referred  to,  when  the  present  state  of  the 
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Three  Levels  (into  which  the  Great  Level  was 
afterwards  divided)  is  considered. 
Charter  of  ^^^    wovk    proceeded    rapidly ;     unanimity, 

incorporaUon.    gpjrit^  and  judgment,  constituted  the  character 

of  the  adventurers ;  the  success  appeared  equal 
to  what  such  characters  promised  ;  but  the  Earl 
and  his  participants,  having  now  expended  very 
large  sums  in  commencing  and  carrying  on  the 
foregoing  works,  and  the  royal  favor  still  shining 
upon  this  chosen  band,  who  were  enterprising 
at  their  own  expense,  and  at  extreme  hazard,  for 
the  happiness  of  thousands,  became  naturally 
very  anxious  to  obtain  every  legal  protection, 
especially  as  it  was  part  of  the  original  contract, 
App.  p.103.  that  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers  ^^  should  unite 
.  *^  with  the  Earl  in  becoming  humble  suitors  to  his 
"  Majesty,  to  incorporate  the  Earl,  and  such  as 
'^  he  should  associate  unto  him,  into  one  body 
"  corporate  or  politic,  to  have  continuance  for 
*'  ever."  Application  was  accordingly  made  in  the 
proper  quarter;  and,  in  the  10th  year  of  his  reign, 
A.  D.  1637.  King  Charles  the  First  granted  to  the  Earl  and  his 
App.  p.  120.  adventurers,  acharter  of  incorporation.  This  char- 
ter is  a  signal  proof  of  the  desire  of  the  King  to  for- 
ward the  work  of  drainage  ;  indeed  it  was  policy  so 
to  do,  considering  that  the  Crown  was  to  be  benefit- 
ed to  the  extent  of  12,000  acres,  out  of  the  95,000 
to  be  allotted  to  the  Earl,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Lynn  Law.  Many  valuable  privileges  are 
conferred  by  the  charter,  to  the  particulai*8  of 
Apr.  p.  123.      which    the  reader    is  referred.      Former  letters 
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patent  are  also  .mentioned^  but  no  record  of  any 
6uch  documents  can  be  now  discovered,  nor 
indeed  is  it  material  at  this  distant  pedod.  This 
Charter  (however  beneficial  its  provisions)  con- 
tained within  itself  the  seeds  of  its  own  disso-  lu  diadintioik 
lution ;  and  the  Corporation  thereby  appointed^ 
was  eventually  dissolved  for  want  of  due  suc- 
cession of  its  component  parts;  but  many  of 
the  provisions  are  still  available,  and  would  be 
evidence  as  to  the  recognition  of  any  right  or 
privilege  claimed  by  the  present  Corporation. 

A  corporation  aggregate  is  dissolved,  if  hen  Ky(i,2, 44«. 
by  accident  it  is  rendered  incapable  of  con- 
tinuing its  corporate  succession  i  but  it  has 
been  solemnly  decided,  that  a  new  charter  does 
not  merge  or  extinguish  any  of  the  ancient  pri- 
vileges, but  the  new  corporation  may  use  them  Kyd,  1.234. 
as  before.  For  instance,  this  charter  grants  to 
the  Ektrl  of  Bedford,  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Thorney,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  a  weekly  market, 
and  two  annual  fairs,  with  reasonable  tolls,  &c. 
These  markets  and  fairs  are  still  held;  and  no 
doubt  can  exist,  that  this  charter  is  in  full 
operation  in  law,  in  support  of  any  right  con- 
nected with  the  establishment  and  continuance 
of  these  markets  and  fairs.  Again,  the  corpo- 
ration are  thereby  empowered,  for  maintenance 
of  the  works,  to  take  certain  tolls  for  the  pas-  App.  137,138. 
sage  of  all  horses  and  carts  passing  over  the 
bridges  then  newly  erected ;  also  for  any  boat 
passing  under  such  bridges;  and  also  for  every 
boat  passing  through  any  of  the  sluices  erected 
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by  the  corporation:   notwithstanding  its  disso^ 

lution^  the  charter  would  be  evidence  in  support 

of  any  of  these  tolls.     A  very  important  pri- 

App.p.138.      vilege  is  also  conferi-ed  by  this  charter:  **That 

*^  the  governor^  bailiffs^  and  commonalty  of  the 
society,  and  every  of  them^  and  their  rac- 
cessorSy  shall  not  be  put  as  constable,  receiyer, 
bailiff,  or  other  officer^  of  us,  our  heirs,  or 
successors,  without  the  liberties  of  the  pre«* 
cincts  of  the  Fens  ;**  and  doubts  may  reasoi^- 
ably  arise,  whether  any  person,  being  a  member 
of  the  select  body  of  the  present  corporation, 
can  be  compelled  to  serve  the  office  of  high 
sheriff;  and  whether  this  charter  might  not  be 
pleaded  in  bar  of  a  praemunire.  But  however  ex*- 
tensive  were  the  privileges  thus  conferred — pri- 
vileges which  it  well  became  the  Crown  to  grants 
because  they  were  bestowed  upon  those  who 
deserved  them ;  yet  it  must  be  evident,  that,  al- 
though King  Charles  had  every  disposition  "to 
stretch  to  the  utmost  extent  the  prerogatives 
of  the  Crown,  this  great  undertaking  required 
not  only  a  fostering  care,  but  powers  beyond 
those  the  Crown  had  the  means  of  conferring  ;  if 
required,  the  power  of  taxation,  and  sale  of  lands 
in  default  of  payment.  Parliament  alone  could 
invest  the  Earl  and  his  coadjutors  with  these 
ample  means  of  raising  the  necessary  funds  for 
the  prosecution  and  completion  of  the  work. 
It  appears  very  evident,  that  an  application  to 
App.p.io3.      *^^  legislature  was  contemplated   by  the  Lynn 

liaw^  it  being  particnhirly  stipulated  in  the  offer 
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of  the  13,000  acres  to  the  King.  Probably,  the 
Earl  discovered  an  indisposition  in  Parliament 
to  entertain  the  bill ;  or  perhaps,  the  divisions 
and  troubles  that  were  now  fast  hastening  to 
a  complete  subversion  of  the  government,  might 
render  such  an  application  hopeless.  Certain 
it  is,  that  no  such  application  was  made. 

In  order  to  carry  the  contract  into  effect,  the  GenenUsumy. 
commissioners  of  sewers  caused  a  general  survey 
of  all  the  fen  lands  within  the  Great  Level  to 
be  made  by  one  Hayward,  who  appears  to  have 
been  a  surveyor  of  skill  and  eminence  in  those 
days;  and  in  the  year  1637  this  survey  was 
delivered  in  upon  oath.  It  is  even  now  a  very 
valuable,  as  well  as  curious  and  interesting  docu-  App.  p.ui. 
ment,  and  will  be  found  fully  set  forth  in  the 
Appendix. 

Warmed  by  the  beams  of  royal  sunshine,  and 
animated  by  the  cheering  prospect  of  ultimate 
success,  the  Earl  and  his  participants  proceeded 
with  vigour  and  spirit,  notwithstanding  the  great 
expense  and  risk  of  the  undertaking.  The 
drainage  was  to  have  been  completed  within  six 
years  from  the  date  of  the  Lynn  Law;  but  it 
must  be  obvious  to  every  one  in  the  least  ac- 
quainted with  the  locality  of  the  Great  Level, 
that  if  all  the  works  projected  by  the  adven- 
turers (and  which  have  been  already  set  forth) 
bad  been  completed,  they  would  have  been  per- 
fectly inadequate  to  the  great  end  proposed ;  al- 
though it  should  be  always  recollected,  that  the 
contract  with  the  Earl  was,  that  the  Great  Level 
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should  be  made  '^summer  lands**  only.     How- 
ever imperfect  or  incomplete  the  plan^  the  com^ 
A.D.  1637,      misaioners  thought  fit,  at  a  session  of  sewers,  held 
8t«iTC8Uw«    at  St.  Ives,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon^  on 
jifp.p  2i0,     the    12th  of  October,  in  the   Idth  year  of  the 

reign  of  King  Charles  I.,  (after  pei*sonal  peram- 
bulation and  riew,)  to  adjudge  and  declare,  that 
the  Earl  of  Bedford  had  at  bis  own  costs  and 
chai*ges,  and  with  the  expense  of  great  sums  of 
money,  dmined  the  said  fenny  and  low  grounds^ 
aooording  to  the  true  intent  of  the  Lynn  Law ; 
and  therefore  to  allot  and  set  out  the  95^000 
acres,  out  of  the  several  and  respective  lordships, 
manors,  towns,  parishes,  precincts,  fens,  and 
places  of  the  said  Great  Level.  His  Majesty's 
surveyor-general  assisted  in  the  work.  A  sche- 
dule of  the  lands  thus  set  out  was  framed  by  the 
commissioners,  and  returned  into  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  the  Earl  and  his  friends  fully 
expected  to  be  put  into  possession  of  what  they 
had  so  dearly  earned ;  but  no  such  good  fortune 
befel  them.  This  law  of  sewers  will  be  found  fully 
set  forth  in  the  Appendix;  and,  notwithstanding 
what  afterwards  took  place,  now  makes  a  mate- 
rial part  of  the  present  constitution  of  the  Bed- 
ford Level  Corporation;  and  the  schedule  of 
the  particulars  of  the  95,000  acres  (commonly 
called  the  Adventurers'  Lands)  is  nearly  an  ac- 
curate description  of  the  land  that  is  now  enjoyed 
by  those  claiming  under  the  Earl  and  his  par- 
ticipants, subject  to  the  necessary  taxes  at  this 
time   imposed,    for    maintaining    and    securing 
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the  works  for  the  preservation  of  the  Great 
Level-  It  is  singular,  however,  that  this  law 
does  not  set  out  specifically,  or  indeed  take  any 
notice  of  the  12,000  acres  agreed  to  be  allotted  to 
the  King.  The  moral,  as  well  as  political  influence 
of  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  must  have  been  very 
great,  to  have  induced  the  commissioners  of 
sewers  to  make  this  most  extraordinary  adju- 
dication. It  appears  scarcely  to  be  justified 
upon  any  defined  rule  of  law  or  equity.  The 
contract  was  evidently  incomplete ;  but  perhaps 
the  commissioners  felt  for  the  painful  situa* 
tlon  in  which  the  adventurers  were  placed, 
ty  the  heavy  and  continued  outlay  of  money 
required  to  carry  on  the  works,  and  were  there- 
fore induced  to  pass  the  St.  Ives  Law,  so  that 
possession  might  be  given  of  the  95,000  acres, 
and  the  Earl  and  his  companions  be  thereby,  en- 
abled to  sell  or  mortgage  their  respective  lots, 
in  order  to  provide  the  necessary  funds.  More 
probable  reasons  for  this  extraordinary  act  of 
the  commissioners  do  not  present  themselves. 
All  this,  however,  was  unavailable:  misfortune, 
disappointment,  and  oppression,  were  soon  to 
fill  to  the  brim  the  cup  of  misery  which  these 
patriotic  citizens  were  ultimately  doomed  to 
drain  to  the  very  dregs. 

The  great  influence  of  the  Earl  of  Bedford's 
good  name  had  induced  the  people  to  consent,  re- 
luctantly indeed,  to  the  project  of  a  general  drain- 
age; their  hostility  was  rather  in  abeyance  than 
finally  destroyed.     Unhappily,  steps  were  taken 
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by  the  Earl,  which  again  awakened  it  to  all  its 
Engfi^DicDt of  pristine  viffour.     Strange  as  it  may  appear,  the 

Sir  Cornelius       1^,  .,  ,  -.  ,;.  . 

Tennvyden.     £arl  was  induced  to  take  into  his  service  the 

very  person  (Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden)  to  whom 
the  country  had  always  shewn  the  greatest 
aversion,  and  with  whom  they  declined  entering 
into  any  contract  whatever.  Vermuyden  and 
Westerdyke  (both  Dutchmen)  presented  plans 
to  the  Ekirl,  the  former  of  which  was  unfortu- 
nately adopted,  and  Vermuyden  appointed  the 
conductor  i5f  the  works.  No  records  remain 
of  the  plans  of  the  latter.  One  inducement 
might  have  operated  upon  the  feelings  of  the 
.  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  have  been  an  inducement 
to  him  to  accept  Vermuyden*s  services,  fite 
had  been  in  the  employ  of  King  James;  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  country;  and  probably 
had  in  his  possession  not  only  the  requisite  ma- 
terials for  carrying  on  the  works,  but  also 
at  his  command  great  numbers  of  workmen 
who  first  followed  him  from  Holland,  and  had 
been  afterwards  engaged  in  the  drainage  of  Hat- 
field Chace.  Whatever  were  the  reasons  that 
weighed  upon  the  mind  of  the  Earl,  and  regu- 
lated his  conduct  in  this  respecti  the  result  was 
most  unprosperous.  It  afforded  a  ground  for 
discontent.  That  opposition,  which  only  slum- 
bered, was  now  roused,  and  repeated  complaints 
were  addressed  to  the  King  in  Council,  as  will 
appear  from  the  following  document : 
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* 

''  At  the  Court  at  GreeneuJ^K  0  July, 
1G37.    preient 

The  Kioge  8  most  excelent  Ma^>«. 

Lo:  Arch.  £p.  of  Cant  Lo:  high  Chamberlin.  Lo:  CottingtoD. 

Lo:  Keeper.  Ea:  Marshall.  Lo:  Newbury^h. 

Lot  Tre'r.  Lo:  Chamberlin.  Mr.Tre'r. 

Lo:  P.  Seale.  £a:  of  Holland.  Mr.  ComptroUer. 

Lo:  Doe  of  Leoox.  £a:  of  Morton.  Mr.  Vice  Cha'blio. 

Lo:  Marquis  Hamilton.  £a:  ofKelley.  Mr.  Seer:  Coke. 

Mr.  Seen  Windebank. 

There  was  this  day  at  the  Board  bis  Ma^^ 
beioge  p^'sent  severall  petic'ons  of  complaints 
ccmcerninge  the  Fenn  busines  one  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  B'  of  Ely  and  of  the  Deane  and  Chapter 
of  Ely  one  other  in  the  name  of  some  justice  of 
peace  of  Norff:  Suff:  and  Cambridgeshiere  and  a 
third  in  the  name  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Over 
Wivlingham  &  Cottenham  in  the  County  of  Cam- 
bridge All  vr^.  petic*ons  havinge  beene  considered 
of  and  debated  in  the  p'sence  of  many  of  the 
parties  and  of  his  Ma^"*  Surveyor  Generall  of  his 
Lands  his  Ma^  did  declare  that  the  deci*ee 
whereby  the  Fenns  are  adjudged  drayned  shall  in 
noe  wise  be  impeached  as  to  the  judgement  of 
Dreyninge  But  that  the  petic*ons  and  complaints 
couceminge  the  inequallitye  of  Allottm^  by  the 
decree  of  Wisbich  especially  of  the  Church  of  Ely 
and  the  Land  of  the  Colledges  in  Cambridge  shal 
bee  referred  to  the  Com"  whoe  made  that  decree 
and  to  his  Ma**"  Surveyor  Gen""  to  be  ordered  and 
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established  by  them  or  such  of  them  as  shal  be 
present  at  the  next  Meetinge  as  they  shall  thinke 
reasonable  and  that  the  sett  out  and  Allottm^  of 
the  Drayners  parts  shall  p'ceede  speediely  and 
effectually  w'^out  intenupc'on  by  those  complaints 
or  any  other  And  that  if  any  disturbance  shall 
happen  the  Dreyners  shall  have  the  i mediate 
assistance  of  tlie  Boord  for  the  suppressinge  and 
punishinge  of  the  same  And  his  Ma***  doth  farther 
declare  that  he  disliketh  that  comp*lts  of  this 
nature  should  be  made  except  there  be  ground  for 
them  and  cannot  but  reprehend  the  Complayners 
But  especially  his  Ma**""  will  be  very  sensible  if 
any  of  those  whoe  are  trusted  by  his  Ma***  w^  the 
govemm*  of  the  Countrey  shal  bee  found  for  any 
Interest  or  by  respects  to  be  stirroi*s  or  inciters  of 
Complaints  whereby  the  peace  of  the  Country 
may  be  disturbed  as  soe  greate  good  a  worke  pat 
ill  danger  or  shall  sciently  forbeare  to  doe  their 
duties  and  endeavo"  to  prevent  And  therefore  his 
Ma"*  and  the  Boord  having  received  good  infor- 
mation that  Castle  Esq'  one  of 
the  Justices  of  peace  of  the  County  of  Hunt: 
hath  in  this  way  miscarryed  himselfe  have  Ordered 
that  he  shal  bee  discharged  of  the  Comission  of 
the  peace  and  sent  for  upp  by  a  Messenger  to 
answere  his  misdemeanor. 

Will:  Bbecker.** 

It  appears^  therefore,  that  the  Earl  and  his  com- 
panions still  retained  the  favour  of  their  Sove-» 
reign;  but  they  were  soon  fated  to  experience 
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a  sad  reverse.  Those  who  are  the  least  acquainted 
with  the  annals  of  England  are  not  to  be  in- 
formed that  resolution  was  by  no  means  charac- 
teristic of  King  Charles  the  First.  At  this  distance 
of  time  it  is  almost  impossible  to  ascertain  cor* 
rectly  what  were  the  real  motives  which  induced 
his  Majesty  to  withdraw  his  protection  and  coun- 
tenance from  the  Earl  of  Bedford  and  his  enter- 
prising colleagues.  His  disposition,  from  whatever 
cause  it  arose,  became  entirely  changed.  At  this 
period,  the  legislative  branch  of  the  constitution 
began  to  assume  an  attitude  very  different  from 
any  former  parliament  of  England.  The  extent 
of  the  royal  prerogative  became  the  subject  of 
general  discussion.  The  E^rl  of  Bedford  was 
known  to  be  hostile  to  the  rapid  strides  the  King 
was  making  towards  the  establishment  of  abso- 
lute government.  But  he  had  too  plentiful  a 
fortune  to  desire  a  subversion  of  the  government 
itself.  Pym  and  Saint  John  were  wholly  devoted 
to  the  Earl,  through  whose  influence  the  latter 
was  made  solicitor-general.  Perhaps  the  uncour- 
tier  like  conduct  of  the  Earl  raised  a  prejudice  in 
the  King*s  mind,  and  induced  the  alteration  of 
sentiment  that  unfortunately  took  place.  Others 
consider  that  it  was  owing  to  the  pressing  exi- 
gencies of  his  Majesty's  private  finances,  and  that 
his  unpopular  treasurer,  the  Bishop  of  London, 
thought  the  measui'e  which  his  Majesty  after- 
wards took  with  regard  to  the  drainage,  would  have 
the  effect  of  retrieving  those  finances.  The  King 
might  also  have  taken  offence  at  the  passing  of 
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the  Saint  Ives  Law;  without  the  acknowledgment 

of  his  right  to  the  12,000  acres.   Whatever  might 

have  been  the  cause,  the  effect  was  equally  ioju* 

Tbe  King's       rious.    The  King,  who,  by  his  charter,  bad  ex- 

to  che^yen!^   pressed  his  highest  approbation  of  the  proceedings 

of  the  Earl  and  his  participants^  and  granted 
them  the  most  extensive  privileges  for  carrying 
*  on  their  undertaking,  in  less  than  four  years^  by 
the  most  cruel  proceedings,  persecuted  these  very, 
men  he  had  so  kindly  protected,  to  the  ultimate 
ruin  of  the  undertaking,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
private  fortunes  of  most  of  those  who  had.  with  so 
much  spirit  engaged  in  so  formidable  a  specula- 
tion. It  has  often  been  remarked,  and  with  great 
truth,  that  a  party  inclined  to  create  a  quarrel  is 
not  often  at  a  loss  to  procure  the  means. 

The  King  and  his  Council  now  listened  with 
greedy  ears  to  the  numerous  complaints  that 
were  continually  arriving  from  the  Fens,  many  of 
which  it  cannot  in  justice  be  denied  were  founded 
in  truth.  It  is  in) possible  to  deny  that  the  con- 
tract of  the  Earl  was  yet  re  infectd.  The  most 
disheartening  difficulties  had  arisen^  not  only  as 
regarded  the  work  of  drainage,  but  also  from 
those  who  were  interested  in  the  navigation  of. 
the  country.  The  Earl  and  his  joint  adventurers 
had  unfortunately  become  deeply  indebted  to  Sir 
Cornelius  Vermuyden,  and  indeed  to  almost  all 
the  men  employed  upon  the  works.  Some  of  the 
adventurers,  (amongstwhom  was  the  Earl  himself^) 
had  conveyed,  even  previously  to  the  adjudication, 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers  at  St.  Ives,  many 
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thousand  acres  to  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden, 
in  liquidation  of,  or  rather  as  security  for,  the 
sums  so  due  and  owing*  Doubtless,  the  Com- 
missioners of  Sewers  had  a  most  arduous  and  diffi- 
cult duty  to  perform ;  they  were  in  truth  between 
the  horns  of  a  dilemma :  if,  on  the  one  hand,  they 
had  refused  to  adjudicate  the  drainage  complete, 
and  set  out  the  95,000  acres  as  the  recompense 
thereof,  the  company  would  have  been  unable 
to  find  adequate  funds  for  executing  the  con- 
tract, and  the  immense  sums  already  expended 
would  have  been  totally  lost ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  by  setting  out  and  dividing  the  95,000 
acres  before  the  contract  was  completed,  great 
hostility  and  discontent  amongst  the  proprietors, 
and  the  commoners  in  particular,  would  of  course 
have  been  engendered,  and  would  have  been  con- 
siderably augmented  by  the  interference  and 
complaints  of  those  interested  in  the  naviga- 
tion, who  were  at  all  times  inimical  to  the  un- 
dertaking. 

The  Earl  of  Bedford  was  no  longer  one  of  the 
King*s  advisers,  or  had  influence  in  his  councils  : 
he  was  now  (to  use  the  expression  of  those  times) 
one  of  the  governing  voices  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  His  manly  spirit  could  ill  brook  the  base 
ingratitude  of  those  whose  welfare  he  had  pro- 
moted at  the  hazard  of  his  fortune.  The  King 
and  his  Council  proceeded.  A  Commission  of 
Sewers  was  directed  to  officei-s  and  servants  of  the 
Crown,and  those  whom  theCourt  had  obliged;  and 
to  these  persons,  entirely  unacquainted  with  the 
business,  and  as  little  interested  in  the  event  of  it 
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as  Strangers  could  be,  was  entrusted  the  charge 

of  examining  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Earl  and 

his  companions.     These  commissioners  met  at 

19th  April,      Huntingdon,  on  the  12th  April,  1639.      Before 

they  set  out,  they  were  instructed  in  their  bosi* 
ness,  which  was  to  traverse  the  whole  of  what 
the  Saint  Ives  Law  had  done  not  above  six 
months  before.  The  commissioners  who  met  at 
St.  Ives,  understanding  the  nature  of  the  woA, 
unbiassed  in  their  opinions,  determined  the  con* 
tract  to  be  complete,  and  decreed  the  Earl  of 
Bedford  and  his  adventurers  to  be  entitled  to  the 
recompense  they  adventured  for.  These  Court 
Commissioners,  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of 
draining,  fixed  as  to  their  Judgments  before  they 
inquired,  were  todeclarethe  work  to  be  incomplete, 
and  put  the  Earl  and  his  adventurers  under  such 
difiiculties  as  should  make  them  relinquish  the 
undertaking,  and  throw  the  whole  advantage  re- 
sulting from  it  into  the  hands  of  the  Crovm. 
Well  as  they  might  have  been  tutored  before 
they  set  out,  yet  such  was  the  opinion  enter- 
tained of  them  by  their  employers,  that  on  the 
9th  of  April,  three  days  before  they  met,  a  letter 
bearing  date  on  that  day,  was  addressed  to  them 
by  the  high  treasurer,  the  Bishop  of  London,  to 
confirm  them  in  their  good  purpose  ;  and  for  fear 
this  should  not  have  the  desired  effect,  on  the 
I3tb,  which  was  the  day  after  they  met,  the  King 
himself  condescended  to  write  to  them,  and  the 
royal  signet  was  prostituted  to  the  purposes  of 
oppression  and  injustice.  It  appears  by  these 
lettera,  that  the  King  had  been  much  enlightened 
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wttliin  the  compass  of  three  days^  and  he  knew 
th^t  to  be  a  fact  before  examination^  which  these 
commissioners  were  to  make  a  fact  after  their  in- 
vestigation. In  these  letters  the  King  declared^ 
that  since  the  Lord  Treasurer  had  sent  his  des* 
patches,  he  was  perfectly  well  satisfied  that  the 
Earl  of  Bedford  hiid  not  drained  the  countryi  and 
oflfered  himself  to  be  the  undertaker  of  the  work. 
If  the  Lord  Treasurer's  letters  warmed  the  com- 
missioners in  their  purpose,  they  glowed  at  this 
strange  but  royal  mandate  of  his  Majesty.  They 
commenced  their  labours  with  the  greatest  zeal 
and  ardour,  not  by  halves,  but  went  roundly 
through  the  whole  business.  They  began,  in  op-  Rcreiteiofthe 
position  to  the  Saint  Ives  Law,  to  arraign  the  "  ^** 
Earl  of  Bedford's  conduct ;  they  determined  that 
the  work  was  incomplete  and  defective ;  they  ad- 
judged the  Earl  and  his  adventurers  not  tp  have 
performed  their  contract,  and  therefore,  not  en- 
titled to  their  recompense,  in  the  manner  it  had 
been  contracted  for;  and,  with  scandalous  adula- 
tion, extolling  his  Majesty's  great  goodness  in 
offering  to  undertake  the  work,  they  most  meanly 
accepted  his  proposals,  with  a  free  will  offering 
of  57,000  acres  more,  for  his  princely  care  of  this 
distressed  country.  To  oppress  the  Earl  and 
his  colleagues,  they  imposed  an  arbitrary  tax  of 
30  shillings  an  acre  on  the  95,000  acres,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  142,500/.,  well  knowing, 
that,  however  able  the  Earl  of  Bedford  might 
be  to  advance  his  share  of  that  sum,  the  circum- 
stances of  the  rest  of  the  adventurers,  many  of 
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whom  had  been  ruined  by  the  expenses  already 
incurred^  were  by  no  means  capable  of  defraying 
such  a  tax ;  and  that,  if  they  had  been  so,  it  could 
not,  on  any  principle  of  calculation,  have  been 
prudent  to  advance  it  on  these  terms.  They  de- 
clared his  Majesty  the  undertaker  of  the  woiic, 
and  returned  to  London  with  all  the  self  appro- 
bation that  attended  an  ignorance  of  the  conse* 
quences  of  their  conduct.  Such  knight-errants, 
in  so  arduous  a  service,  could  not  but  receive  the 
highest  approbation  from  their  employers,  his 
Majesty  and  the  Lord  Treasurer. 

The  part  the  Earl  of  Bedford  took  in  that 
transaction  was  worthy  of  his  character;  the 
nobleness  of  his  nature  scorned  an  attention  to 
other  business  when  the  happiness  of  individaals 
was  an  immediate  object ;  when  he  could  employ 
himself  in  attempting  to  procure  and  establish 
the  prosperity  of  a  whole  kingdom.  And  sueh 
was  his  object  while  the  business  of  this  Court 
Commission  was  carried  on.  King  Charles,  ever 
since  his  accession  to  the  throne,  had  taken  all  op- 
portunities of  she  wing  that  his  ideas  of  government 
were  very  dissimilar  to  those  of  his  subjects,  who, 
well  understanding  the  first  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution, saw  what  government  should  and  ought 
to  be.  He  had  treated  parliaments  as  only  mi- 
nisters of  his  authority ;  had  dissolved  them,  when 
they  assumed  to  themselves  the  exercise  of  any  of 
those  powers  with  which  they  were  armed  by  the 
wise  policy  of  the  constitution  ;  and  ventured  of 
himself  even  to  levy  money  without  their  concur- 
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reDce  or  interposition.  All  these  causes,  and  se- 
veral others  well  known  in  histoiy,  had  been  long 
combining  to  light  up  that  general  flame  which 
afterwards  broke  out.  The  Earl  of  Bedford  stood 
foremost  on  all  occasions  to  contend  for  that 
true  political  liberty  which  the  prinlege  of  the 
constitution  ought  to  confer.  A  friend  to  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  as  part  of  the  consti- 
tution, be  constantly  opposed  all  excesses  which 
arose  from  its  being  carried  beyond  its  bounds, 
as  encroachments  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
subject,  and  at  the  same  time  destructive  of  that 
prerogative  itself.  It  was  to  him,  that  on  all 
great  occasions  the  eyes  of  good  men  were 
turned.  The  business  of  this  court  commission 
was  transacting  at  a  time  when  the  fire  was  first 
kindled  in  iScotland ;  there,  a  rebellion  was  ac- 
tually begun,  and  the  country  was  in  arms* 
The  fatal  consequences  of  this  no  one  could  pre- 
dict ;  but  they  were,  as  could  not  but  be  fore- 
seen, of  the  highest  import  to  the  nation. 
From  this  time  to  his  death  the  Earl  was  wholly 
employed  in  a  constant  and  watchful  attention 
to  whatever  might  concern  the  happiness  of  these 
kingdoms.  The  Great  Level,  therefore,  engaged 
no  |)art  of  his  care.  . 
The  golden  dreams  of  his  Majesty*  and  his 
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^  The  King,  entering  accordingly  upon  the  undertaking, 
began  the  following  works  : 

1.  A  bank  was  made  on  the  south  side  of  Morton's  Learn* 
extending  from  Peterborough  to  Wisbech,   and  a  navigable 
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High  Treasurer^  of  the  resources  that  might  be 
drawn  from  undertaking  the  drainage  of  the 
country,  could  never  have  been  realized  ;  but  the 
general  confusion  and  distraction  which  soon 
followed,  prevented  them  from  making  any  of 
those  experiments  for  which  the  zeal  of  the  com* 
missioners  had  paved  the  way.  What  after- 
wards happened  to  the  King  was  a  scene  of  war- 
fare and  imprisonment:  he  lost  his  kingdoms,  and 
with  them  his  life.  Amidst  these  great  and 
weighty  concerns,  the  project  in  which  he  had 
been  so  earnest  to  engage  seems  to  have  been 
totally  forgotten.  The  works  completed  by  the 
Earl  of  Bedford  and  his  adventurers  at  so  great 
an  expense,  decayed ;  their  drains  were  getting 
choked  up ;  and  the  whole  undertaking  was 
hastening  into  as  distressful  a  condition  as  it  had 
been  in  before  they  embarked  in  it. 

Persecution  and  ruin  had  been  the  reward  of 
these  patriotic  men,  who  had  so  fearlessly  united 
together  for  the  great  purpose  of  creating  a  new 

sasse^  a  sluice  at  Standground^  and  also  a  like  bank  on  the  north 
side  of  that  leam. 

2.  He  caused  a  new  river  to  be  cut  between  the  stone  sluice 
at  the  Horseshoe  and  the  sea^  below  Wisbech^  of  60  feet  in 
hreadth^  and  about  2  miles  and  a  half  in  lengthy  with  banks 
on  both  sides. 

3.  And  lastly,  he  placed  a  sluice  in  the  marshes  below  Tidd, 
Diu^.p.415.      upon  the  outfall  of  Shire  Drain^  which  afterwards  was  swal- 
lowed up  in  the  quick  sands. 

These  works,  however,  were  not  completed  :  the  King  had 
more  important  affairs  to  engage  his  attention ;  and,  it  seems, 
nothing  more  was  done  in  the  work  of  drainage. 
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World.  The  Earl  of  Bedford,  it  is  said,  was 
compelled  to  sell  many  valuable  estates,  to  relieve 
his  necessities  occasioned  by  these  reverses  ;  and 
many  of  his  associates  either  fled,  or  remained  at 
home  in  penury  and  obscurity. 

Francis  Earl  of  Bedford  departed  this  life,  of 
the  small  pox^  the  9th  of  May,  1611.  He  was 
undoubtedly  a  man  of  great  and  noble  mind, 
capable  of  generous  actions,  and  of  extended 
philanthropy:  he  lived  in  times  of  great  diffi- 
culty, and  was  desirous  of  moderate  courses :  his 
fanlt  (and  who  amongst  the  greatest  is  exempt 
from  fault?)  was  a  certain  degree  of  irresolution, 
which  carried  him  into  violent  proceedings  if  his 
advice  were  not  submitted  to ;  and,  therefore, 
many  who  knew  him  thought  his  death  not  un-- 
seasonable,  as  well  to  his  fame  as  to  his  fortune ; 
and  that,  white  it  might  rescue  him  from  some 
possible  guilt,  might  also  be  the  means  of  pre* 
serving  him  from  those  terrible  misfortunes  which 
men  of  all  conditions,  in  those  perilous  times, 
could  scarcely  avoid.  The  Earl  of  Bedford  Was 
indeed  a  good,  as  well  as  a  great  man ;  but  while 
his  public  virtues  command  our  admiration,  hid 
private  sorrows  excite  our  regret.  He  was 
the  victim  of  disappointed  hopes,  lacerated 
feelings,  and  bitter  ingratitude.  He  beheld  his 
own,  and  the  fortunes  of  his  patriotic  participantSi 
fruitlessly  wasted ;  his  anxious  desires  for  the 
public  good  frustrated ;  and  last,  not  least,  his 
domestic  comforts  annihilated^  The  Earl  had 
been  mainly  instrumental  in  Slipplanting  King 
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James*s  creature  and  favourite,  Carr,  afterwards 
Earl  of  Somerset,  and  introducing  in  bis  place 
Villiers^  subsequently  Duke  of  Buckingham. 
The  infamous  character  and  conduct  of  the  Coun- 
tess of  Somerset,  are  too  well  known  to  need 
repetition.  She  and  her  husband,  driven  fro  n 
the  presence  of  their  Sovereign,  and  expelled  from 
the  society  of  their  equals,  retired  into  privacy^ 
Unfortunately,  William,  the  EarKs  eldest  son,  af- 
terwards created  first  Duke  of  Bedford,  in  whos^ 
future  Conduct  and  prospects  his  unhappy  ftither 
beheld  the  only  chance  of  reparation  for  bis  own 
wrongs,  accidentally  saw,  and  became  enamooyed 
of  Ann,  the  only  daughter  and  sole  heiress  of  the 
Earland  Countess  of  Somerset;  and,  notwithstand^ 
ing  every  pei'suasion  and  entreaty  of  his  family 
and  his  friends,  ultimately  became  her  husband. 
The  Earl  was  so  strongly  averse  to  this  alliance, 
that  he  gave  his  son  leave  to  choose  a  wife  out  of 
any  other  family  in  the  kingdom.  Opposition 
usually  stimulates  desire,  and  the  young  Gouple*^s 
affections  were  only  increased.  At  length,  it  is 
said,  the  King  interposed,  and  sending  the  Duke 
of  Lennox  to  urge  the  Earl  to  consent,  the  match 
was  brought  about.  It  must  be  acknowledged,  that 
the  Earl  of  Somerset  acted  a  noble  part.  He  stood 
disgraced  before  the  world,  and  was  reduced  to 
poverty,  perhaps  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the 
political  conduct  of  the  father  of  the  man  who  now 
sought  to  woo  and  to  win  his  daughter.  The  Eiarl 
of  Somerset  sold  his  house  at  Chiswick,  his  plate, 
jewels,  and   furniture,   to  raise  a  fortune  for  his 
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daughter  of  twelve  thousand  pounds,  (which  the 
Earl  of  Bedford  demanded,)  saying,  that,  since  her 
affections  were  settled,  he  chose  rather  to  ruin  him- 
self than  make  her  unhappy.  A  splendid  alliance 
with  the  opulent  and  noble  hou^  of  Russell,  had 
also  its  inducement.  It  is  but  justice  to  add,  that 
the  lady  proved  worthy  of  the  union  she  had 
formed.  It  is  even  said,that  she  was  ignorantof  her 
mother's  dishonour  till  accidentally  informed  of  it. 
There  was  issue  by  this  marriage  seven  sons  and, 
three  daughters.  The  second,  but  eldest  surviv- 
ing son,  was  the  celebrated  Lord  Russell,  ex- 
ecuted upon  a  charge  of  high  treason,  in  the  reign 
of  King  James  the  Second. 

To  conclude  :  the  deep  and  everlasting  debt  of 
gratitude  and  affection  which  will  ever  be  due 
from  fen  men  to  the  memoiy  of  Francis  Earl  of 
Bedford,  has  hitherto  been  cheerfully  acknow- 
ledged, and  proved  by  the  constant  election  of 
his  successors  to  the  important  and  highly  honor- 
able office  of  Governor  of  the  Bedford  Level  Cor- 
poration, of  which  he  was  undoubtedly  the 
founder. 
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VIT. 


Olivet*  Cromwell.— Character  of  William j  Early 
and  afterwards  first  Duke  of  Bedford. — Their 
conduct  with  regard  to  the  Great  Level. 

The  undertaking  of  Francis  Eiarl  of  Bedford  ter- 
minated with  the  Royal  Commission  of  Sewersi 
under  which  the  Commissioners  met  at  Hunting* 
don,  the  1 2th  of  April,  1639.  The  King  himself 
must  have  had  faint  hopes  that  any  practical 
good^  beneficial  effects^  or  pecuniary  advantage^ 
would  arise  from  his  most  impolitic  and  oppres* 
sive  measures.  The  flames  of  civil  war  bad  now 
burst  forth,  and  events  rendered  the  attempt  finally 
abortive,  but  left  amongst  the  people  every  feeling 
of  the  bitterest  acrimony  and  contempt. 

It  has  been  frequently  asserted,  and  perhaps 
with  some  truth,  that  the  position  of  affairs  in  the 
Great  Level  was  mainly  instrumental  in  depriving 
King  Charles  of  his  Crown,  and  ultimately  of  his 
life.  It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  examine  the 
propriety  of  an  opinion  so  generally  prevalent 
throughout  the  Fens. 

It  hcis  already  been  stated^  that  the  great  mass 
of  the  population  were  utterly  hostile  to  the 
general  drainage  of  the  Level.  The  respected 
name  and  exalted  rank  of  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford 
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had  somewhat  abated  this  hostility ;  but  it  was  not 
destroyed.  Sir  Cornelias  Vermuyden,  whom  the 
Earl  unfortunately  employed  as  conductor  of  the 
workSi  had  inundated  the  country  with  foreign 
labourers,  whom  he  had  called  over  to  his  assist- 
ance from  Holland ; — a  step  he  was  probably  com- 
pelled to  adopt,  from  the  disinclination  of  the 
labourers  in  the  Fens  to  execute  any  employment 
under  this  obnoxious  foreigner.  Perpetual  dis- 
putes and  bickerings  took  place  ;  the  Level  was 
in  a  very  feverish  and  unsettled  state,  partaking 
of  the  general  aspect  of  the  country  at  large. 
However  inimical  Fen  men  were  to  the  drainage, 
they  could  not  but  admire  the  generosity  and  dis- 
interestedness of  Earl  Francis.  When,  therefore, 
they  beheld  him  the  victim  of  the  base  ingrati- 
tude of  the  Sovereign  whom  he  had  served,  under 
whose  protection  he  and  his  participants  had 
squandered  to  little  or^no  purpose  such  enormous 
wealth ;  and  when  thev  found  withal  that  Monarch 
attempting  to  increase  his  own  resources  from  the 
wreck  of  their  ruined  fortunes,  it  was  natural  that 
their  original  hostility  should  break  out,  and  the 
link,  the  sacred  link,  between  the  governor  and 
the  governed,  become  weakened, — indeed  we  may 
say,  severed. 

The  persons  interested  in  the  navigation  had 
been  opposed  throughout  to  the  drainage,  and  no 
doubt  beheld  this  deranged  state  of  things  with 
considerable  gratification;  inasmuch  as  all  dissen- 
sions would  most  probably  have  the  effect  of 
delaying,    if  not  of   preventing,    that  dreaded 
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project.  In  times  of  difficulty  every  triflingf 
circumstance  augments  the  embarrassment,  and 
excites  the  uneasiness  of  government.  The  state 
of  the  Fens  was  any  thing  but  satisfactory  to  the 
King  and  his  advisers. 

At  this  critical  moment  appeared  upoh  the 
stage  of  public  life  the  most  extraordinary  man 
that  this  or  any  other  country  b^is  ever  produced. 
onw  Oliver  Cromwell^  subsequently  Lord  Pix>tector 

of  England^  was  lineally  descended  from  the  fa^ 
mily  of  Thomas  Cromwell,  Earl  of  Essex^  Vicar 
General  of  England,  and  prime  minister  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.  The  sister  of  Essex  becamet 
the  wife  of  Morgan  Williams  of  Llanisher,  in  the 
county  of  Glamorgan.  Sir  Richard  Williams^ 
the  issue  of  this  marriage,  obtained,  like  many 
other  courtiers  of  that  day,  very  extensive  grants 
of  nunneries,  at  that  time  dissolved,  and,  ainongst 
others,  of  the  nunnery  of  Hinchinbrook,  and  the. 
rich  abbey  of  Ramsey,  both  in  the  county  of 
Huntingdon.  Sir  Richard  had  a  sou  named 
Oliver,  whose  second  son  Robert  was  the  father 
of  the  Protector.  Cromwell  was  a  man  of  great 
virtues,  was  fervent  in  his  patriotism,  and  ear- 
nestly devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  mankind. 
He  had  a  frame  of  mind  which  no  complication  of 
difficulties  could  inspire  with  a  doubt  of  his  power 
to  conquer  them.  The  fertility  of  his  conception, 
like  the  intrepidity  of  his  spirit,  was  incapable  of 
being  exhausted.  He  was  a  man  raised  up  by 
events  for  the  times  in  which  he  commenced  his 
public  career.  Cromwell  was  undoubtedly  a  most 
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iccomplished  statesman,  as  Well  as  a  skilful 
ioldier.  So  many  memoirs  and  histories  of  this 
eminent  character  however  exist,  that  it  would  be 
m  useless  waste  of  time  again  to  repeat  what  has 
l)een  so  often  told.  The  subject  is  indeed  foreign 
to  the  purpose  of  this  work.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  the  town  of  Huntingdon  bad  the  honour  of 
l>eiDg  his  native  place,  and  that  the  record  of  his 
[)irth  still  remains  in  the  register  of  the  parish 
church  of  All  Saints  in  that  borough. 
Oliver  Cromwell  took  the  most  prominent  part  hu conduct 
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inopposmg,  and  effectually,  the  mfaraous  commis-  the  Great  Level. 
sion  issued  by  King  Charles,  and  which  sat  at  Hun- 
tingdon, the  12th  of  April,  1639.  This  was  the 
commencement  of  his  brilliant  career.  His  man- 
pers^  his  zeal,  his  perseverance,  and  his  undaunted 
bravery,  excited  the  admiration  of  his  fellow  Fen 
men,  and  finally  subdued  those  effeminate  cour- 
tiers whom  the  Crown  had  most  unadvisedly  em- 
ployed to  harass  and  to  plunder  the  Level.  The 
town  of  Cambridge,  being  deeply  interested,  was 
very  much  opposed  to  the  drainage  of  the  Fens; 
and  consequently,  as  Cromwell  had  defeated 
the  plan  by  his  courage  and  vigilance,  he  be- 
came extremely  popular  in  this  place,  and  ulti- 
mately represented  it  in  Parliament.  Although 
a  decided  enemy  to  the  infamous  project  of  King 
Charles,  yet,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  when  he 
had  acquireil  political  power,  he  was  foremost  in 
promoting  those  measures  which  led  in  the  result 
to  the  couipletion  of  the  scheme  of  a  general 
drainage. 
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The  Earl  of  Elssex,  the  commander  of  the 
parliamentary  forces,  appointed  Cromwell  go- 
vernor of  the  Isle  of  Ely  ♦ ;  in  which  situation 

*  It  19  not  generally  known^  that  the  third  title  borne  by  the 
King  of  England,  is  that  of  ''  Marquis  of  the  Isle  of  Ely/* 
For  reasons  not  very  apparent,  this  title  has  been  omitted  in 
the  different  editions  of  the  peerage,  for  some  few  years 
past.  The  author  of  this  work  has  not  only  stated  this  circum- 
stance that  it  might  reach  ''  the  highest  quarter,*'  but  he  has 
ineffectually  endeavoured  to  obtain  its  re-insertion.  The  title 
of  Marquis  has  been  erroneously  supposed  to  have  been  con- 
ferred for  the  first  time  by  Richard  1I«,  that  monarch  having 
created  his  great  favourite  Richard  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford, 
'^  Marquis  of  Dublin.**  The  style  Marquis,  Marchio,  or 
Marisco,  took  its  origin  from  the  person  having  the  care  or 
government  of  the  marshes  or  frontier  provinces.  The  origin 
of  the  title  of  Marquis,  or  Marisco,  of  the  Isle  of  Ely,  other- 
wise the  great  Lordship  of  Marisco,  in  Norfolk  and  Cam- 
bridgeshire^ is  of  much  greater  antiquity  than  the  time  of 
Richard  II.     Its  origin  and  history  may  not  be  uninteresting : 

Geoffrey  de  Montmorency,  sometimes  styled  ''the  rich,**  was 
the  second  son  of  Herv^  de  Montmorency,  Grand  Butler  of 
France,  and  came  into  England  in  the  time  of  William  the 
Conqueror.  Being  appointed  Chamberlain  to  the  Conqueror*s 
daughter-in-law^  Matilda,  the  wife  of  Henry  I.,  that  monarch 
granted  to  Geoffrey  de  Montmorency  the  lordship  of  Thomey, 
in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  (now  the  property  of  his  Grace,  John  Duke 
of  Bedford,  under  a  grant  from  the  Crown,  upon  the  dissolution 
of  monasteries  in  the  reign  of  Henry  Vlli.,)  and  other  manors. 
Herv^,  the  brother  of  this  Geoffrey,  was  constituted  the  first 
Bishop  of  Ely,  in  the  year  1108.  At  this  period,  (the  Isle 
having  previously  submitted  to  King  William,)  Geoffrey  ob- 
tained the  grant  of  the  great  Lordship  of  Marisco,  in  Norfolk 
and  Cambridgeshire,  along  with  the  hereditary  governor* 
ship  of  the  Isle  of  Ely ;  which  last  dignity  his  descendants 
continued  to  hold  until  the  Fourteenth  Century ;  and  from  that 
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he  doubtless  acquired  that  knowledge  of  the 
country,  which  enabled  him  ultimately  to  lend 
his  aid  to  its  regeneration. 

Connecting  all  these  circumstances,  it  is  not 
improbable  that  the  fatal  catastrophe  which  be- 
fel  King  Charles  the  First,  was  primarily  occa- 
sioned by  his  base  ingratitude  to  his  friend  and 
counsellor.  Earl  Francis ;  by  his  nefarious  attempt 
to  raise  an  unconstitutional  tax  upon  the  Fens ; 
and  by  the  state  of  insubordination  which  conse- 
quently existed  in  the  country.  Above  all, 
when  we  reflect  that  these  events  gave  **  pomp 
and  circumstance"*  to  a  man  like  Cromwell, 
the  opinion  entertained  in  the  Fens  can  be  con^ 
sidered  neither  unjust  nor  unreasonable^  Let  us 
close  this  long  digression. 

Francis  Earl  of  Bedford  was  succeeded  by  his  cbancter  of 
eldest  son  William,   whose    apparently   unpro*  afterw^  fim 
pitious  marriage   has  been  already   mentioned.  fordj'iLihu 
This  nobleman,  following  the   footsteps    of  his  ^gwd  tJ7^ 
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period  until  the  Fifteenth  Century,  (when  the  title  of  Marquis 
became  formaUj  recognized  by  patent  of  creation^)  they  bore 
the  title  or  name  of  "  De  Marisco."  In  the  year  137U, 
William>  then  Lord  de  Marisco,  sold  the  great  Lordship  of 
Marisco  to  Thomas  de  Cocktield  and  to  Henry  de  Lezignan,  or 
Lusignan.  How  long  it  continued  in  the  possession  of  these 
persons  is  unknown  ;  but  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  it  be- 
came ultimately  forfeited  to  tlie  Crown^  (in  which  the  title  now 
remains,)  during  some  of  those  political  convulsions  which 
afterwards  took  place.  Some  persons  have  erroneously  con- 
sidered that  the  Isle  of  Ely  is  a  county  palatine  :  it  is  not  so. 
The  bishop  exercises  jura  regalia  within  its  limits ;  but  he  ex* 
ercises  this  right  only  in  subjection  to  the  Crown, 
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father,  continued  to  give  his  support  to  the 
Long  Parliament :  indeed,  for  some  time^  he 
acted  a  very  distinguished  part  in  the  military 
proceedings  of  these  extraordinary  times.  Earl 
William  w£is  a  man  of  very  considerable  attain- 
ments, and  of  the  most  amiable  and  benevolent 
principles;  but  he  also  unfortunately  inherited 
from  his  father  the  same  unhappy  habit  of  irre- 
solution,—a  habit  which  ultimately  led  to  his 
political  disappointments,  and  his  final  retire* 
ment,  during  the  Commonwealth^  from  public 
life. 

Coke,  Selden,  Hampden,  Pym,  Vane,  St.  John^ 
and  Cromwell,  were  the  men  who,  by  their  ex- 
traordinary talents  and  intellectual  energies,  so 
greatly  contributed  to  produce  that  state  of 
things  which  conduced  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Commonwealth.  With  these  men  should  be 
associated  such  of  the  principal  of  the  nobility  of 
the  land,  as,  from  the  beginning  of  the  civil 
war,  took  part  against  the  absolute  measures 
attempted  to  be  established  by  the  Crown  and 
its  advisers.  Amongst  these  illustrious  names, 
we  find  that  of  William  Earl  of  Bedford. 
A.  D.  1642.  In  1642,  at  the  same  time  were  raised  seventy- 

five  troops  of  horse,  consisting  of  sixty  men  each, 
the  chief  commanders  of  which  bore  tlie  appel- 
lation of  Colonel.  These  troops  appear  to  have 
been  raised  at  the  sole  expense  of  their  respective 
colonels.  The  Earl  was  one  of  this  patriotic 
band;  he  was  the  second  officer  in  the  army, 
being  geneijil  of  horse  under  the  Earl  of  Essex.; 
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and  was  engaged  at  the  battle  of  Edghill^ — a 
battle  which  concluded  without  any  decisive  ad- 
vantage to  either  party. 

The  principal  defect  in  the  character  of  Wil- 
liam Earl  of  Bedford,  (his  great  irresolution,) 
could  not  fail,  in  times  so  perilous,  to  display 
itself.  Soon  after  the  battle  of  Edghill,  the  Earl 
was  induced,  by  the  persuasions  or  example  of 
the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  the  first  nobleman 
in  the  kingdom,  and  of  the  Earls  of  Holland  and 
Clare,  to  entertain  what  under  a  regular  go- 
vernment would  be  called  treasonable  designs 
against  his  employers:  he  finally  stole  off  un- 
perceived,  with  the  Earls  of  Holland  and  Clare, 
to  the  King's  quarters.  The  Earl  of  Northum- 
berland retired,  with  leave,  to  his  house,  at  Pet- 
worth,  in  Sussex,  there  to  remain  till  he  should 
see  whether  he  could  negotiate  a  secure  peac^ 
with  the  parliamentary  party;  in  which  if  he 
failed,  he  determined  to  follow  the  others  to  the 
general  rendezvous  of  the  King  at  Oxford. 

Historians  have  given  no  clew  by  which  any 
determined  opinion  can  be  formed  of  this  strange 
act  of  tergiversation  and  desertion.  A  good 
citizen  should  be  extremely  slow  in  abandoning 
the  cause  of  his  lawful  sovereign ;  but  when  he 
beholds  the  people,  driven  by  repeated  wrongs 
to  resist  despotism  and  oppression^  and  embarks 
with  them  in  one  common  cause,  equal  justice 
demands  constancy  and  firmness  to  those  who 
have  engaged  in  an  enterprize  always  attended 
in  the  first  outset  (whatever  may  be  the  result) 
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with  great  hazard  and  personal  danger.  The 
Earl  might  have  grown  weary  of  a  war,  into 
which  he  had,  perhaps,  hastily  entered,  urged 
as  well  by  private  feelings  of  anger  and  mor- 
tification, as  by  the  recollection  of  the  wrongs  of 
his  deceased  father.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
Earl  and  his  noble  compeers  had  been  discoun- 
tenanced at  Court,  and  saw  no  hopes  of  being 
elevated  in  that  sphere  to  the  summit  of  their 
expectation.  Perhaps  they  were  induced  by  their 
ambition  or  their  vanity  to  throw  themselves 
into  the  opposite  party,  but  afterwards  disco- 
vered their  mistake.  They  saw  things  going 
further  than  they  had  intended,  and  a  spirit 
rising  in  the  nation,  which  their  more  aristo- 
cratic habits  might  not  enable  them  to  com- 
prehend, and  which  they  felt  themselves  incom^ 
petent  to  control.  In  such  a  conjuncture,  it 
must  have  been  evident,  that  talents  and  real 
worth  would  raise  every  one  to  his  due  con- 
sideration and  influence;  and  that  high  birth, 
and  a  copious  rent-roll,  would  prove  compa- 
ratively unavailing.  To  the  Earl,  the  contem- 
plation of  these  prospects  could  not  be  agreeable : 
he  had  too  great  a  stake  in  the  country  not  to 
tremble  at  events  which  might  establish  a  go- 
vernment solely  deniocratical.  By  whatever 
motives,  however,  he  was  actuated,  the  result 
of  this  unhappy  secession  was  most  unfortunate. 
He  thereby  lost  the  confidence  and  devotion  of 
the  popular  party,  and  failed  to  acquire  either 
the  countenance  or  gratitude  of  the  sovereign, 
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UQder  whose  banners  he  had  now  voluntarily 
enrolled  himself. 

The  conduct  of  the  King  in  this  transaction 
was  even  more  unaccountable  than  that  of  the 
Earl  and  his  followers.  Surely  this  was  a  mo- 
ment that  demanded  the  utmost  forbearance^ 
good  humour,  and  condescension  on  the  royal 
part:  but  in  no  instance  did  the  folly  and  ob« 
stinacy  of  the  Court  shew  itself  so  conspicuously. 
One  of  the  main  characteristics  of  the  unfor-* 
tunate  Charles  was^  that  he  never  did  any  thing 
in  a  gracious  manner ;  and  it  was  quite  natural 
that  the  courtiers  who  attended  him,  should  be 
kindled  into  a  flame  at  the  very  thought  that 
the  persons  who  for  a  considerable  time  had  been 
their  active  opponents,  should  now  come  over, 
when  the  cause  of  their  enemies  appeared  despe- 
rate, and  share  in  honoi*s,  emolument,  and  favor,  clarendon, 
equally  with  those  who  had  borne  the  brunt  of  329.  *  ^* 
the  day.  All  was  selfishness  and  narrowness  of 
soul  in  the  royal  camp.  If  these  earls  had 
been  well  received  and  countenanced,  it  would 
have  been  a  signal  for  all  who  were  tired  of  the 
parliament,  or  wanted  firmness  of  mind  to  ad-  Godwin. 
here  to  the  public  cause  through  good  and  evil 
events,  that  upon  a  shew  of  repentance,  they 
might  be  assured  of  forgiveness.  Let  us  haste  to 
the  termination  of  this  unhappy  event.  Bitterly 
most  the  Earl  have  felt  that  the  fatal  step  he  had 
taken  was  irrecoverable,  and  that  if  he  returned 
to  the  parliament  it  would  still  be  impossible  for 
him  to  recover  their  confidence.    Notwithstand- 
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A.  D.  1643.      ing  these  feelings,  the  treatment  he  receiyed  was 

so  intolerable  that  he  resolved  to  quit  the  King*8 
quarters.     He  returned  towards  the  capital,  and, 

Journal  of       after  a  short  quarantine,  was  permitted,  in  op- 
'  pearance,  to  resume  his  former  station.     The  link 
was  however  broken.    Confidence  once  destroyed 
is  seldom  restored,  even  in  the  ordinary  affairs  of 
life ;  but  never  when  the  high  behests  and  sqlemn 
destinies  of  a  country  are  at  issue.    The  Earl  of 
Bedford  sat  no  more  in  the  Long  Parliament ;  nor 
during  the  existence  of  the  Commonwealth  did 
he  take  any  part  in  public  affairs.  He  retired  into 
private  life,  residing  chiefly  at  his  seat  at  Thomey 
Abbey,  within  the  precincts  of  the  Great  Level. 
It  is  but  justice  to  the  government  of  that  period, 
and  as  a  proof  of  the  excellent  character  of  this 
exalted  nobleman,  to  state,  that,  without  any.  soli- 
citation whatever,  he  was  restored  to  that  part 
of  his  estates,  lying  in  the  county  of  Devon,  which 
had  been  sequestered  during  his  secession  to  the 
cause  of  the  King.     Whatever  may  have  been  the 
effect  of  this  defection   upon  the  political  and 
public  character  of  the  Earl,  the  result  was  emi- 
nently favourable  to  the  best  interests  and  welfare 
of  the  Fens,  as  it  enabled  him  to  become  in  his 
retirement,  the  friend,  the  adviser,  and  the  pro- 
moter of  that  general  system  of  drainage,  which 
ultimately  took  place  under  the  legislative  enact- 
ment of  the  Long  Parliament,  and  which  might 
not  have  occurred  had  the  Earl  continued  engaged 
in  all  the  turmoil  and  feverish  anxiety  of  ail  ac- 
tive citizen  and  a  devoted  statesman. 
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Many  readers^  it  is  feared,  wil)  consider  these 
long  historical  notices  as  foreign  to  the  purpose 
of  the  work.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  they  will  be 
found  upon  reflection  to  be  perfectly  relevant  and 
necessary.  The  development  of  the  subject  can 
only  be  understood  by  shewing  the  actual  causes, 
however  apparently  extraneous,  which  first  re- 
tarded, and  ultimately  led  to  the  general  drain- 
age of  the  countiy,  as  well  as  the  position  of 
persons  and  parties  who  prevented  or  promoted 
the  undertaking. 


f  . . 
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CHAFFER    VIIL 


State  of  the  Great  Level  under  the  Common^ 
tvealth. — The  Pretended  Act. — Progress  of  the 
IVorks. — Distinction'  between  "  The  Partioi' 
pants^  *'  The  Adventurers^'  and  **  The  Com- 
j)anyy — Transactions  with  Sir  Cornelius  Ver- 
muyden. — Distresses  of  the  Company  ;  and 
generosity  of  the  Earl  of  Bedford^ 

The  Earl  of  Bedford  retired  from  public  life^ 
taking  no  further  part  either  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  government  established  by  the  long  par- 
liament, or  in  the  protectorate  established  by 
Cromwell.  Although  his  brother.  Colonel  John 
Russell,  joined  in  the  unsuccessful  conspiracy 
against  Cromwell,  called  the  "  Sealed  Knot,"  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  Earl  was  in  the  least  im- 
plicated in  the  affair.  Many  of  the  conspirators 
were  tried  and  executed,  and  Colonel  Russell  was 
committed  to  the  Tower,  but  was  never  brought 
to  trial.  Neither  the  government  of  the  long 
parliament,  nor  that  of  the  Protector,  can  be  con- 
sidered as  determined  persecutors.  They  pos- 
sessed, in  a  great  degree,  all  the  attributes  of 
strength.     They  were  respected  at  home,  and  uni- 
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veraalty  feared  abroad.  Not  only  were  their 
annies  victorioas,  but  they:  bad  organized  a  most 
formidable  and  successful  navy.  The  long  pai- 
liament  had  imnoiortaUzed  itself  by  the  enact- 
ment of  those  navigation  laws^  which  more  degen- 
erate legislators  and  sciolistic  quacks  have  in 
modem  times  dared  to  abrogate.  And,  unlike 
oar  own  days,  there  was  no  Tory  administration 
requiring  for  the  justification  of  its  public  cha- 
racter the  forensic  aid  of  a  Whig  Malthusian 
Attorney  General.  *  The  wisdom  and  firmness  of 
the  P€u*liament  at  once  excited  admiration  and 
commanded  respect. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  feelings  of  the 
Earl  as  to  the  principles  of  the  government  itself, 
be  saw  that  it  had  all  the  appearance  of  stability, 
and  acted  accordingly.  Indeed,  it  was  impossible 
for  him  in  his  retirement,  not  to/eflect  upon  the 
wretched  state  of  those  who  had  been  the  com- 
panions of  his  noble  father,  as  well  as  upon  the 
injurious  and  fatal  consequences  resulting  to  the 
Great  Level,  from  the  decay  and  abandonment  of 
those  works  of  drainage,  upon  which  such  heavy 
sums  had  been  so  fruitlessly  squandered.  His 
benevolent  and  compassionate  nature  looked 
down  with  sympathy  and  hereditary  kindness 
upon  the  distresses  of  the  ruined  adventurers  and 
their  miserable  country.  His  residence  at  Thor- 
ney  daily  reminded  him  of  past  events ;  and  at 
length  finding,  as  already  stated,  an  evident  sta- 

*  Sir  James  Scarlett. 

l2 
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bility  in  the  government,  he  declared  a  dispo* 
sition  to  countenance  and  assist  the  adventa^ 
i«ers.  Readily  were  his  offers  embraced,  Sach 
of  the  original  adventurers  as  were  left,  or 
their  representatives,  as  well  as  the  other  pan- 
ties who  had  now  become  interested  in  the 
completion  of  some  general  scheme  of  drainage, 
united  with  the  Earl  in  an  application  to  the 
then  Parliament,  for  its  sanction  and  support- 
Too  much  foresight,  and  too  much  public  feel- 
ing prevailed  in  that  assembly,  to  neglect  so 
favorable  an  opportunity,  well  appreciating,  as 
they  did,  the  importance  of  the  measure^  and  the 
advantage  likely  to  accrue  to  the  commonwealth 
from  its  execution, 
2d  Aug.  1645.       On    the   2d    August,   1645^  a   petition    was 

presented  to  the  House,  and  committed  to  Mn 
Solicitor  Sir  Anthony  Irby,  Mr.  Maynard,  Lord 
Grey,  Sir  Henry  Vane,  jun..  Sir  Edward  Parthe- 
riche,  Mr.  Ellys,  Sir  Thomas  Wodehouse,  Mr. 
Recorder,  and  Mr.  Rigby.  The  committee  were 
instructed  to  consider  the  petition,  and  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  an  ordinance*  for  settling  and 
perfecting  the  works  of  drainage  in  such  manner 
as  should  be  ^'  most  agreeable  to  justice,  most 
"  advantageous  to  the  public,  and  most  con- 
"  ducive  to  the  safety  of  the  Level.*" 


*  The  bills  brought  into  Parliament  were  at  that  time  so 
designated.  The  petilions  for  all  bills  of  drainage  are  now 
referred  to  a  select  committee^  prior  to  their  introduction  into 
Parliament. 
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Tbis  committee  bad  power  to  send  for  parties^ 
witnesses, papers,  and  records;  and^  on  the  16th  of 
August  following,  an  ordinance  was  brought  in 
"  For  draining  the  Great.  Level  extending  itself 
^  into  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Norfolk,  Suf- 
^*  folk,  Lincoln,  Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  and  the 
"  Isle  of  Ely;"  it  was  read  the  first  time,  and  (af- 
ter tbe  reading  of  a  general  petition  from  the  ad* 
vetiturers)  the  ordinance  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  committed  unto  Mr.  Pelham,  Mr.  Trenchard,  jounuu  of 
Lieut.-Genei*al  Cromwell,  Mr.  Scawen,  Sir  Roger  comom. 
North,  Sir  Edward  Partheriche,  Mr.  Maynard,Sir 
John  Burgoyne,Mr.  Dennis  Bond, Sir  JohnTrevor, 
Colonel  Montagu,  Mr.  Rigby,  Sir  Dudley  Norths 
Sir  Robert  Pye,  Sir  Thomas  Walsingham,  Mr. 
Lemmon,  Lord  Grey,  Mr.  Whitelock,  Mr.  Grin- 
ston.  Sir. Thomas  Trenchard,  Sir  Peter  Went- 
wortb,  Mr.  Gerard,  Sir  William  Spring,  Sir  Nor- 
ton Knatchbull,  Mr.  Henry  Darley,  Mr.  Re- 
corder, Mr.  Reynolds,  Mr.  Black iston,  Sir  John 
Danvers,  the  burgesses  of  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  and  the  knights  and  burgesses  of 
the  several  counties  within  the  Level.  The 
committee  were  "  to  hear  the  several  counties, 
^^  and  all  parties  interested;  to  examine,  and> 
**  as  near  as  they  can,  agree  and  reconcile  all 
^'  differences;  and  receive  any  petitions  that  shall 
^*  be  tendered  to  them ;"  and  were  also  empowered 
^*  to  send  for  parties,  witnesses,  papers,  and  re- 
"  cords;"  and  it  was  also  ordered  by  the  House, 
that  "  no  person  who  was  himself  an  adven- 
"  turer  should  be  of  the  committee." 
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The  committee  assembled  on  the  20th  of  May^ 
1646;  letters  were  ordered  to  be  written  to  the 
sheriffs  of  the  adjoining  counties,  to  the  l>aiiiffs 
of  the  isle  of  Ely,  and  also  to  the  mayors  of  Cam- 
bridge and  Lynn,  requiring  them  to  give  notices 
to  the  inhabitants  that  the  ordinance  was  referred 
to  such  committee;  and  asub-dommittee  was  also 
chosen,  to  examine  what  interest  and  title  the 
Earl  of  Bedford  and  his  participants  had  to  the 
draining  of  the  Great  Level,  and  what  money  )iad 
been  expended  therein,  and  to  report  both  the  title 
and  accounts  to  the  general  committee. 

On  the  1st  of  June  following,  Mr.  Trenchard 
reported  from  the  sub-committee  the  interest  of 
the  Earl  of  Bedford  in  the  draining  of  the 
Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  by  producing  and  read- 
ing the  Lynn  Law,  passed  in  1 630,  and  wbich^  it 
appears,  was  the  only  document  delivered  to  the 
committee  in  support  of  the  interest  and  title  of 
the  Earl  and  the  adventurei*s.  It  was  also  re- 
ported, that  the  Earl  had  delivered  in  to  the  sab- 
committee  the  following  brief  of  his  disburse- 
ments in  the  business  of  the  Fens. 

"  A  Collec*on  of  all  the  generall  somes  of  mo- 
neye  layd  owte  by  the  Earle  of  Bedford  &c.  in 
y*  busines  of  drayning  the  GreateLevelle  of  the 
Fennes  from  the  lO''^  of  July  1631  until  the  10* 
of  August  1638  together  w"*  a  computac'on  what 
the  single  interest  of  eache  some  according  to  the 
time  of  forbearance  cometh  unto  after  the  rate 
of  8  p'  cent  as  followeth  (viz*.) 
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**  Tbe  Moncjw  p«jd. 

The  times  wbcD.        The  siogle  lutt. 

"10,000/A. 

10  July  1631 

5666/6. 

10,000 

8  Maye  1632 

5000 

07,000 

OOctob:   1032 

3466 

10,000 

23  March  1632 

4300 

05,000 

20  Maye  16:)3 

2071 

10,000 

10  Novem:  1633 

3800 

10,000 

10  Maye  I6;i4 

3400 

10,000 

10  Novem:  1634 

3000 

08,000 

10  Maye  1635 

2080 

03,600 

30  Novem:  1636 

0  49 

02,400 

lOFebraa:  1636 

0288 

05,000 

6  April  1637 

0537 

02,000 

7  March  1637 

0066 

The  totall  of  1   93^000/6.    The  totall  of  intereail  34  170/3. 
Moneyes  paid  J  for  those  Moneyes   f 

The  totall  of  both  somes    127,170/6. 


^  There  is  also  yet  owing  by  the  Adv"  for  works 
&c.  alreadie  donne  above  00,4000/6." 

The  grand  committee  then  gave  notice,  that 
they  were  ready  to  receive  any  petitions  that  per- 
sons might  desire  to  submit  to  their  considera* 
tion  ;  and  forty-eight  distinct  petitions  were  pre- 
sented to  the  committee,  from  sundry  persons  and 
places  within  the  Great  Level  and  its  vicinity, 
generally  complaining  of  the  injury  that  would 
be  occasioned  to  navigation,  and  of  the  inutility 
of  the  scheme  to  the  lands  of  the  petitioners. 

After  numerous  previous  meetings,  the  grand 
committee  assembled  on  the  6th  of  November,  1646, 
when  two  points  were  put  in  issue :  1st,  whether 
the  work  of  draining  the  Great  Level  were  feaz- 
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ible  or  not ;  2dly,  if  feazible,  whether  beneficia) 
to  the  commonwealth.  Upon  these  two  points 
both  the  adventurers  and  petitioners  were  to  ex« 
amine  witnesses^  upon  interrogatories  exhibited 
from  the  Court  of  Chancery.  The  examinations 
upon  these  interrogatories  were  delivered  on  the 
19th  of  January  following  to  the  committee ;  and 
after  much  debate^  and  hearing  of  counsel  on  all 
sides^  on  the  22d  November^  16475  the  committee 

^^  Resolved  upon  the  question  : 

^'  Ist^  That  the  committee  is  of  opinion^  that 
*'  a  great  part  of  the  Great  Levell  of  the  Fennes 
"  may  bee  drained.'* 

"  Resolted  upon  the  question^ 

^*  2nd5  That  this  committee  is  of  opinion^  that 
^^  this  drayning  will  be  profitable  to  the  Common- 
"  wealth.** 

The  committee^  having  come  to  these  conclu- 
sions, proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  se- 
veral provisions  to  be  inserted  in  the  ordinance. 
Sir  John  Danvers  and  others  were  appointed  to 
view  the  several  maps  of  the  Fens^  and  compare 
them  with  the  boundaries  of  the  Great  Level 
then  read,  and  to  report  their  opinion  the  next 
sitting,  concerning  the  boundaries ;  and  at  the 
same  meeting  it  was  ^'  Resolved,  that  95^000 
"  acres  within  the  Levell  shall  be  sett  out  for  the 
^^  forbearing  the  charge  of  draining  and  main- 
'*  taining  the  works  from  tyme  to  tyme." 

At  subsequent  meetings  the  boundaries  were 
finally  settled,  and  the  names  of  the  commission- 
ers inserted  in  the  ordinance,  for  the  purpose  of 
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'^acting  and  seeing  that  all  things  were  done  App.p.aai. 
^^  according  to  the  ordinance.**  These  commis- 
sioners bad  power  to  adjudge  when  the  said  Level 
should  be  drained^  or  any  part  thereof ;  and  they 
were  to  be  empowered,  **  whensoever  30,000  acres 
^*  or  more  were  adjudged  by  them  to  be  drayned, 
^^  to  allot  and  set  out  to  the  adventurers  a  pro- 
^^  portionate  part,  according  to  the  former  allot- 
^^  ments,  answerable  to  that  part  adj  udged  by 
^'  the  commissioners  to  be  drained.'* 

OntheSt3d  of  December,  1647,  the  several  amend- 
ments were  read  and  voted,  as  they  were  reported 
from  the  sub-committee,  and  directed  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  House ;  the  names  of  commission- 
ers were  also  read,  but  not  voted,  being  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

The  grand  committee  then  adjourned  for.  a 
fortnight;  but  they  do  not  appear  to  have  met  again 
until  the  8th  of  May,  1649 ;  nor  were  any  steps 
taken  in  the  mean  time :  indeed,  the  civil  war  now 
raged  with  great  fury  between  the  King  and  the 
parliament,  which  necessarily  engrossed  the  ex- 
clusive attention  of  the  incipient  government  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

The  year  1648  was  probably  the  most  critical 
period  of  this  eventful  struggle.  Never  had  Eng- 
land been  so  thoroughly  convulsed ;  never  had 
war  and  insurrection  spread  their  ramifications 
so  widely  throughout  all  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
In  fine.  King  Charles  perished  on  a  scaffold,  Ezecntionof 
erected  in  the  open  street,  opposite  the  present 
remains  of  the  Palace  of  Whitehall,  on  Tuesday,  soth  jan.  i649. 
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the  30th  of  January,  1640,  having  been  tried  and 
condemned  only  on  the  Saturday  preceding. 
Thus  triumphed  the  men  who  founded  the  Com- 
monwealth of  England,  and  who,  doubtless,  in- 
tended by  this  violent  and  daring  act,  to  teach  a 
lesson,  that  no  person,  however  high  in  station, 
and  however  protected  by  the  prejudices  of  his 
contemporaries,  must  expect  to  be  criminal  against 
the  welfare  of  the  state,  and  the  happiness  of  the 
community,  without  receiving,  sooner  or  later, 
his  just  retribution  and  punishment. 

To  proceed  :  the  grand  committee  for  6ettling 
the  ordinance  of  drainage  had  not  been  dissolved. 
They  appear  to  have  reassembled ;  and  on  Thurs- 
day the  8th  of  May,  1649,  Mr.  Reynolds,  mie  of 
the  Committee,  reported  the  amendn^ents  of  the 
ordinance,  which  amendments  were  twice  read ; 
and  the  question  being  propounded,  that  the  mid 
journftiof       ordinance   be  re-committed,   and    the  question 

House  of  Com-  ,     .  .       ^t     .       t  ,  •  ■  .       - 

moD8.  being  put,   that  that  question  be  now  put;  it 

passed  in  the  House  with  the  affirmative  ;  and  the 
main  question  being  put,  it  was 

^'  Resolved  that  the  said  ordinance  for  draining 
"  the  Great  Level  be  re-committed  unto  Sir  John 
*^  Danvers,  Mr.  Reynolds,  Lord  Howard,  Colonel 
"  Hutchinson,  and  others,  or  any  five  of  them ; 
'^  and  all  that  will  come  to  have  voices,  and  to 
"  meet  the  then  next  Wednesday,  in  the  after- 
^^  noon,  at  the  Exchequer  Chamber ;  and  the  said 
"  ordinance  to  be  brought  in  that  day  se'nnight; 
**  and  the  especial  care  thereof  was  referred  to 
"  Mr,    Reynolds  j"    at  which   meeting  the  said 
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ordinance  wm  read;  and  the  cooimissioners*  names 
added,  as  they  were  particularly  voted  in  order, 
for  reporting  to  the  House  ;  and  the  amendments 
passed  the  committee. 

On  the  16th  of  the  same  month,  Mr.  John 
Goodwyn,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  was  by 
order  of  the  House  appointed  to  report  the  said 
am^dments  the  next  day,  which  he  accordingly 
did;  and,  upon  debate,  the  same  report  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  1649,  the  Act  ''  for 
"  draining  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  extending 
^^  itself  into  the  Counties  of  Northampton^  Nor- 
'^  folk,  Suflfolk,  Lincoln,  Cambridge,  Huntingdon, 
*^  and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  or  some  of  them,"  was  that 
day  read  the  third  time,  and,  upon  the  question, 
passed,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  and  published. 

Thus  passed  the  first  specific  act  of  Legislation  App.  p.  367. 
for  the  general  drainage  of  the  Great  Level.  This  The  Pretended 
ordinance,  is  called  "The  Pretended  Act,**  as  were 
all  other  Acts  passed  during  the  period  of  the 
Comn^onwealth,  which  were  not  re-enacted  upon 
the  restoration  of  Charles  the  Second. 

Tke  Ordinance  (as  it  was  called)  was  prepared 
by  the  celebrated  Oliver  Saint  John,  and  bears 
internal  evidence  of  the  ability,  discernment,  and 
foresight  of  that  highly  gifted  scholar  and  states- 
man. No  legislative  decree  ever  received  more 
serious  investigation  and  elaborate  inquiry,  both 
by  the  Committee  and  the  House  itself.  The 
interests  of  all  parties  underwent  the  strictest 
scrutiny  before  the  Committee,  and  were  subse- 
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quently  fully  discussed  by  the  House.  The  Par- 
liament (which  was,  in  truth,  the  Goveminenty 
was  placed  in  a  very  critical  situation.  Their 
power  was  newly  acquired,  and  it  was  evidently 
their  interest  to  reconcile  existing  diflferences, 
rather  than  revive  old  grievances.  They  felt  that 
a  boon  was  due  to  the  Earl  of  Bedfoi*d  and  those^ 
companions  who  had  shared  in  the  losses  and  mis- 
fortunes of  his  noble  father ;  but  they  werealso  con«- 
scions  that  the  work  of  drainage  was  by  na  means' 
popular  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Great  Level. 
The  plans  both  of  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford  and  the 
late  King,  as  far  as  they  were  developed,  seemed* 
greatly  to  affect  the  state  of  the  natural  river^ 
and  consequently  the  interests  of  navigation; 
and  hence  arose  great  hostility  from  the  Uni- 
versity and  Town  of  Cambridge,  (the  latter  of 
which  was  represented  by  Lieutenant-General 
Cromwell,)  the  ports  of  Lynn  and  Wisbech,  the 
city  of  Peterborough,  the  towns  of  Huntingdon, 
Saint  Ives,  Saint  Neots,  Bedford,  Bury  Saint 
Edmunds,  Thetford,  and  many  other  places. 
Nor  could  Parliament  avoid  perceiving  that 
considerable  difficulty  would  arise,  in  the  execu? 
tion  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  between  the 
conflicting  claims  and  disputes  of  those  who,  in 
consequence  of  the  abandonment  of  the  works, 
had  re-entered  upon  the  lands  set  out  to  the  ad- 
App.  236, 253.  vcnturcrs  by  the  Saint  Ives  Law  of  Sewers,  and 

those  who  claimed  under  that  law.  Again,  owing 
to  the  impoverished  state  of  many  of  the  original 
adventurers,  their  lands  had  been  seized,  either  by 
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mortgagees,  assignees,  or  creditors,  and  a  great 
part  had  been  totally  abandoned  in  despair.  These 
tbingsdid  not  escape  the  penetration  either  of  Saint 
John  or  of  the  Parliament.  A  court  of  judicature, 
or  rather  of  appeal,  consisting  of  the  most  eminent  App.  p.  38i. 
statesmen  and  lawyers  of  the  day,  was  created  by 
the  Act,  with  power  not  only  to  protect  the  in- 
terests of  navigation,  and  to  settle  contested 
claims,  but  also  to  adjudge  when  the  Level 
should  be  properly  drained  according  to  the  con- 
tract, and  to  give  possession  to  the  Earl  and  his 
participants  and  adventurers,  of  the  proportion  to 
which  they  were  consequently  entitled. 

From  this  time,  the  undertaking  proceeded 
with  wonderful  success  ;  although  it  will  be  pre- 
sently shewn,  that,  by  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
nearly  all  the  works  of  drainage  now  existing,  and 
indeed  the  country  itself,  were  placed  in  a  regular 
progress  towards  that  degree  of  perfection  which 
they  have  since  attained ;  yet  the  Act  itself  is  not 
at  this  period  an  available  law.  It  would,  perhaps, 
be  admitted  as  evidence  (in  the  same  manner 
as  the  charter  before  mentioned)  in  explanation 
or  support  of  any  right,  custom,  or  usage,  sought 
to  be  established  or  continued  by  the  Corporation 
of  the  Bedford  Level.  Probably,  no  ill  effects 
have  arisen,  or  will  arise,  from  specific  enact- 
ments being  no  longer  valid.  Be  this  however  as 
it  may,  the  reader  is  entreated  to  peruse  the  docu- 
ment with  attention :  in  truth,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible for  him  to  follow  the  course  of  the  author,  or 
become  master  of  the  very  important  subjects 
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humbly  endeavoured  to  be  narrated  in  this  work, 
without  a  careful  and  diligent  perusal  of  all  the 
documents  which  are  so  frequently  referred  to, 
and  fully  set  out  in  the  Appendix. 

Under  the  protection  and  encouragement  of 
this  Act,  the  Earl  and  his  colleagues,  and  the 
subsequent  adventurers,  advanced  with  the  work. 
But  before  wc  arrive  at  the  result  of  their  labours^ 
let  us  inquire  somewhat  briefly  into  their  prelitaiU 
nary  proceedings. 

This  important  act  passed  the  House  between 
ten  and  twelve  in  the  morning ;  and  immediately 
afterwards,  some  of  the  participants  and  adven- 
turers assembled,  and  the  same  was  read  over; 
after  which  it  was  instantly  desired  that  the 
Earls  of  Bedford  and  Arundel  should  attend 
Lieut.-General  Cromwell  and  Commissary  Ire- 
ton  the  following  morning  at  seven  o'clock^  to 
return  "  thankful  acknowledgements/*  This  cir- 
cumstance evinces  that  Cromwell  had  used  all 
his  influence  in  promoting  the  measure  of  drain- 
age. On  the  following  morning  the  adven- 
turers met  at  the  Lord  Whitelock's  house,  near 
Temple  Bar,  his  Lordship  being  one  of  the 
keepers  of  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  and  also 
a  commissioner  appointed  by  Government.  At 
the  meeting  were  present; — The  Earl  of  Bed- 
ford, Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Sir  Thomas  Thynne,  Mr. 
Edward  Russell,  Mr.  Hewley,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr. 
Latch,  Mr.  Gorges,  and  Mr.  Jenyns,  who 
agreed  to  pay,  and  did  then  contribute,  *'  forty 
"  shillings    a    piece  for   disbursements  of   the 
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^  clerks*  fees  of  the  Parliament  for  passing  and 
^  engrossing  the  act  ;'*  and  they  also  appointed 
to  meet  every  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday, 
in  the  week,  at  the  same  place  (on  which  days 
[mly  it  may  be  observed,  the  FenOfRce  is  now  open 
to  the  public,  otherwise  than  by  the  courtesy  of 
the  Register).  It  appears  by  the  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings of  the  adventurers,  that  the  whole  expense 
of  obtaining  the  act,  amounted  to  98/.  16^.  8d. ; 
which  sum,  even  in  the  first  instance,  was  advanced 
by  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  subsequently  repaid. 

Certainly  a  very  great    alteration  has   since 
taken  place  in  the    hours  of   meeting   of   the 
House  of  Commons,  and  a  like  alteration  in  the 
fees  paid  upon  passing  private  acts  of  parlia- 
ment :  an  alteration,  it  is  true,  but,  all  will  agree, 
by  no  means   an    improvement.     The    present 
amiable  and  venerable  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  with 
that  alacrity  and  anxiety  which  he  always  evinces 
in  the  service  of  the  Fens,  kindly  made  an  in- 
effectual attempt  in  the  House  of  Lords,  in  the 
Sessions  of  1828,  (by  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  subject,)  to  correct  the  evil 
arising  from  the  multiplication  of  parliamentary 
fees.       His  lordship   however    found    that    the 
principle  of  "  not  interfering  with  vested  inte- 
"  rests**  was  too  powerful  for  his  kind  and  pa- 
triotic exertions.     He  is  not  the  less  entitled  to 
the  thanks  of  the  country. 

The  persons  who  had  originally  united  with 
Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  became  parties 
to  the  indenture   of  fourteen  parts,  and   their 
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App.  p,  124.      heirs,  were  called  "  The  Participants  ;**  atid  the 

persons  who  subsequently  adventured  for  a  share 
App.  p.  378.      of  the  twenty  lots  into  which  the  95,000  acres 

were  divided,  were  styled  "Adventurers;**  and 
"  Partid.  f^**  t'^'s  reason  we  find  the  terms  **  Participants** 
^tuJ^'/^i^  and  "Adventurers.**  During  the  execution  of  the 
"^''"^tfSii.  ^^^^s  under  the  provisions  of  the  pretended  act, 
«»»*»«^*  the  Earl,  and  the  participants  and  adventurers, 

were  called  "  The  Company.**    As  yet  they  had 
not  assumed  the  title  of  a  corporation,  although, 
singularly  enough,  they  are  so  styled  (by  anti- 
App  p.  106.      cipation)  in  the  Lynn  Law. 

The  Company,  soon  after  the  act  was  passied, 
appointed  five  officers  to  conduct  their  coQcems, 
namely, — a  treasurer,  an  expenditor,  a  clerk,  a 
director,  and  a  comptroller;  defining  at  the 
same  time  their  respective  duties  and  remune- 
ration. 

It  appears  that  the  Company  had  by  no  means 
agreed  upon  any  specific  plan  of  drainage,  al- 
though they  felt  a  great  desire  that  the  works 
which  had  been  begun  by  Francis  Earl  of  Bed- 
ford, should  be  made  available  to  any  scheme 
which  should  be  ultimately  decided  upon.  Sir 
Cornelius  Vermuyden  had  become  possessed  of  a 
large  proportion  of  tlie  95,000  acres,  set  out  by 
the  Saint  Ives  Law  of  ^Sewers;  he  had  also 
invited  persons  of  consideration  from  Holland, 
who  had  likewise  become  proprietors;  and  he 
had  his  legions  of  workmen,  and  quantities  of 
materials  already  prepared:  but  above  all,  the 
country  was  his  debtor.    Sir  Cornelius  was  an 
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incubus,  a  night-mare,  which,  it  will  be  here- 
after seen,  the  Company  vainly  endeavoured  to 
shake  off.  When  King  Charles  undertook  the 
drainage  in  1639*,  he  commanded  divers  persons 
expert  in  such  adventures  to  give  their  advice 
how  the  Level  might  be  made  ^*  winter  grounds;"* 
it  being  concluded  and  understood,  that  the  con- 
tract with  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford  extended 
no  farther  than  to  make  the  lands  ^'  summer 
grounds/'  Sir  Cornelius  delivered  to  his 
Majesty  the  plan,  which  will  be  found  in  his 
^  Discourse 'f',**  and  to  which  the  reader  is  parti-  App.p.s99. 
cularly  referred.  Other  plans  of  drainage  were 
also  delivered  to  the  Company;  but,  however 
solicitous  they  were  to  disengage  themselves 
frooEi  the  trammels  of  this  foreigner,  the  attempt 
was  ultimately  found  to  be  unavailing.  Their  first 
application  was  therefore  made  to  Sir  Cornelius ; 
and  on  the  Sd  of  June  1649,  the  question  of  re- 
compense was  considered ;  ^'  when  seven  of  the  ad- 
**  venturers  agreed  to  give  him  4000  acres,  and 
*^  other  seven  agreed  to  give  2000  acres,  the 
^  TSoLvl  of  Bedford  only  dissenting,  being  for 
^  three  thousand  acres;  but  yet  afterwards,  to 
**  turn  the  scale,  he  consented  to  4000  acres.** 

*  It  18  said  to  have  been  his  Majesty's  intention,  had  his 
plan  of  a  general  dramage  of  the  Fens  been  fuUy  effected,  to 
erect  a  palace  at  Manea  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  (standing  upon  an 
eauaence,)  and  to  change  the  name  of  that  place  to  ''  Char- 
lemont/* 

t  lliis  discourse  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  circulated  by 
the  Grand  Committee  of  the  Fens. 

VOL.  I.  M 
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At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Company,  Sir  Cor- 
nelius promised  to  shew  his  design  to  such  five 
ef  the  adventurers  as  the  major  part  of  the 
Company  should  appoint;  but,  prior  to  this 
being  done,  the  Earl  of  Bedford  acquainted  the 
ftdvauturers  with  a  discourse  between  him  and 
a  Dutchman,  relative  to  the  better  completion  of 
the  works  of  draining.  No  name  is  mentioned: 
probably  it  was  Westerdyke,  who  had  been  pre- 
ylously  invited  from  Holland  to  advise  upon  the 
plcm  suggested  in  Vermuyden's  Discourse^  and 
was  subsequently  called  in  by  the  Company. 
It  was  afterwards  agreed,  that  '^  any  person  that 
^^  would  speak  towards  the  advancement  of  the 
"  \t^ork  of  drainage,  {in  the  presence  of  Sir  Cw^ 
^^  neliw  Vermuyden^)  should  be  at  liberty  to 
^^  8peak  their  minds,  and  should  be  heard  by  the 
A.  D.  1649.      ^^  adventurers."    Soon  after  this  determination^ 

Lieut.*Cok>nel  Dodson   (of   whom    moi*e    here- 
after) delivered  in  a  design  for  '^  setting  a  sluice 
^*  in  the  river  Ouze,  and  effecting  the  work  of 
"  drainage   hy  new  rivers^   and  not  by   banks  i* 
and  it  was  determined  that  his  design  should  be 
subsequently    taken    into    consideration.      This 
probably  was  the  origin  of  the  erection  of  Den- 
ver Slnice,  and  the  cutting  of  St.  John's  Eau, 
particularly  as  Colonel  Dodson  was  afterwards 
emplojred  under  Sir  Cornelius  in  the  executi<m 
of  the  works.    On  the  19th  of  June  1649,  a  large 
meeting  of  the  Company  took  place  in  the  Middle 
Temple  Hall,  at  which  were  present — 
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Sir  Miles  Sandys^  Mr.  Latch, 
Sir  Edward  Parthericbe,    Mr.  Jenyas, 

Mr.  Georges,  Mr.  Bradley, 

Mr.  Fountayne,  Mr.  Thiirlow,  (for 
Mr.  Henley,  Lord  St.  John,) 

Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Spalding, 

Mr.  Ingram,  Mr.  Annesley. 

*^  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden  came  and  delivered 
*^  in  to  the  adventui-ers  his  ultimate  answer  in 
**  writing,  by  way  of  replication  to  the  adven- 
^^  tarenf  answers  to  his  demands  formerly  given 
^  in,  which  were  read  over  to  the  adventurers ; 
^  and  thereupon  they  resolved  to  lay  it  by,  and 
^'  enter  Hpon  some  other  business  for  the  present, 
^*  and  they  agreed  to  propound  to  the  Lordes  ^ 
^'  what  theire  sense  is  thereupon ;  and  further, 
^'  that  they  thought  it  not  fit  to  depend  upon  Sir 
**  Cornelius  Vermuyden  any  longer,  but  make 
"  choice  of  some  other  to  goe  on  with  this  sum- 
mer's worke,  beginninge  on  the  north  side  of 
Bedford  River.  But  yet  the  Adventurers  did 
then  expresse,  that  they  would  determyn  no* 
"  thing  therein  themselves,  untill  they  received 
"  the  Lordes*  concurrence  ;**  and  ordered,  that 
"  Sir  Edward  Partheriche,  and  Mr.  John  Foun- 
"  tayoe,  to-morrow  morning  attend  the  Lordes 
^^  finr  theire  direction  therein.'* 


liss 


it 

<4 


*  The  Earls  of  Bedford  and  Arundel^  and  the  Lord  C»  J. 
St.  John. 

M    2 
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The  following  appear  to  have  been  the  deiAands 
of  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuvden : 

1.  ^'That  when  the  workes  have  costdOOOO^ 
*^  from  henceforward  to  bee  accompted,  then  if 
"  more  expended,  S'  Cornelias  Vermuyden  is  to 
**  pay  his  part  pro  rat4  4000  acres.** 

2.  ^^That  S'  Cornelius  Vermuyden  is^  and 
'^  stands  freed  of  all  taxes  layd  heretofore  and 
^^  such  taxes  as  from  henceforward  are  layd  to  be 
''  freed  thereof  also  untill  90000^  bee  raised.** 

3.  ^^  That  after  the  judgm^  of  such  parts  where- 
in the  4000  acres  lye.  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden 
shall  enjoy  the  same;  but  he  shall  have  noconvey- 

'^  ance  thereof  in  toto  onely  for  so  much  as  there  is 

^^  adjudged  p.  rat&  and  in  respecte  of  which  part 

the  particip^  have  out  of  the  remayninge 
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**  acres.** 


4.  *^  The  Taxes  to  bee  layd  out  in  this  yeare 
^^  to  be  5^.  the  acre,  in  the  next  yeares  1660  k 
^M651  the  rest  of  what  the  worke  will  cost,  and 
^'  the  worke  is  not  to  bee  retarded  nor  delayed 
**  but  to  goe  on  speedily.'* 

5.  ^'  That  the  ComptroUments  touchinge  the 
^^  directions  may  bee  so  lymitted  that  it  sjball 
^^  not  bee  in  prejudice  to  Sir  Cornelius  in  respect 
^^  of  his  4000  acres  or  otherwise ;  and  that  he 

shall  be  freed  of  the  charges  and  taxes  towards 
any  worke  in  vaine  made,  nor  bee  prejudiced 

"  for  the  retarding  the  worke  for  want  of  going  on 

"  as  it  should.*' 

6.  ^'  The  Landes  sett  out  in  Fassett  and  Yax- 
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^  1^  to  bee  parcell  of  the  4000  acre^^  and  the  re- 
^  majmder  beinge  about  2300  acres  to  be  3ett 
^  out  indifferently  out  of  the  lands  sett  out  in  the 
''  seireraU  places  of  Peterborough  Soake.'' 

7.  ^  The  1000/.  to  bee  paid  mee  this  tyme 
^  with  my  convenience.** 

6.  ^  That  hereof  may  be  made  articles  in  due 
"  forme  of  Lawe.** 


These   demands  of  ^'Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden 
*^  were  answered  perticularly  as  followeth  :** 

1.  ^^  As  to  the  first ;  it  was  agreed  unto  as  to 
•*  the  drayninge.** 

3.  *^  As  to  the  2d  ;  hee  shall  be  freed  of  Taxes 
^^  as  in  respect  of  the  4000  acres  recompense 
^  and  onely  freed  of  that  as  to  the  makinge  of 
^  the  workes^  not  to  the  repay  res  after  adju- 
^  dication  of  any  part.  And  if  hee  enjoy  the 
'^  4000  acres,  then  any  benefitt  or  recompence 
^  that  may  bee  had  or  obtayned  in  respect  of 
•*  dreyninge  or  melioration  in  Crowland,  Deep- 

inge,  EUow,  Holland,  the  North  side  of  Wis- 

bich,  or  in  any  other  parts  adjacent  to  the 

Level  shall  come  intirely  to  the  adventurers 

participants  and  theire  assignesv** 

3.  **  To  the  3rd ;  when  any  proportion  of 
^^  Land  is  sett  out  and  adjudged  to  the  adven- 
^  tnrers  and  participants  hee  shall  have  his 
*^  equall  proportion  in  that  part  answerable  to 
^'  80,000  acres  in  the  whole  to  be  indifferently 
"  sett  out ;  And  that  no  grant  made  by  S'  Cor- 
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^  aelius  of  the  4C00  acres  or  any  parte  Uiereof 
^^  untill  the  whole  Levell  be  dreyi^  shall  bee 
^  valid  or  effisctaall  nor  the  parties  trusted  to 
'*  make  any  sach  Assurance  to  any  Grastee; 
*^  And  that  after  the  whole  LeyelL  Is  adjudged 
'^  dreyned  bee  shall  not  passe  away  above  iSOOO 
^^  acres  nntill  Tea  Yeares  after  the  said  Adju- 
•*  dicac'on.** 

4.  "  To  the  4**^ ;  that  the  Compaine  wiU  from 
^  tyme  to  tyme  raise  such  Taxes  as  shall  be 
^^  requisite  for  carrying  on  and  perfecting  of  the 
**  worke,  and  without  any  delay  as  concerning 
^  themselves  in  point  of  interest." 

5.  ^'  That  no  Comptrollm^  shall  bee  made  of 
^  any  worke  designed  by  S'  Cornelius  witbQut 
''  consent  of  11  of  the  adventurers  and  partis 
^  dpants  at  least,  whereof  the  Earle  <^  ArondeU^ 
<"  Earle  of  Bedford,  Lord  Chiefe  Justice  S»  John^ 
^  Mr,  Henley,  and  Mr.  Castell,  or  three  or  more 
"  of  them,  to  bee  of  the  number ;  whereby  S* 
*^  Cornelius  Vermuyden  may  bee  fully  satisfied 
^'  that  there  shall  bee  nothing  done  themn  to 
**  his  prejudice  in  perticuler  or  to  the  prejudice 
^  of  the  Company  in  generall/' 

6.  ^^  The  sixth  is  answered  in  the  former, 
**  whereby  it  is  resolved  to  bee  indifferently  sett 
•*  out  through  the  whole  Levell  equal  w*^  the 
"  adventurers  and  participants." 

7.  ''  To  the  7'^ ;  that  he  shall  have  300/.  att 
'  '^  present  and  the  residue  thereof  to  bee  paid  by 

^^  20/.  a  month  duringe  the  continuance  of  the 
"  worke.'* 


9.  ^>  To  tbe  S^ ;  that  tfa{6  agceefmnt  shall  bee 
'^  'CMtred  as  aa  order  of  the  advent Hrers  and 
-"  fMUtieipants  w*^  is  the  best  security  wee  can 
^  pve  and  w**  shall  bee  fortbw^  entred  as 
^  soene  as  the  designe  shall  bee  approved  by  the 
^  Earie  of  Bedft>rd,  Lo:  Ohiefe  Justice  S^  John, 
^^  aad  Mr.  Henley;  And  if  the  Lord  Chiefe  Justice 
"  S*  John  cannot  be  prevayled  w^  to  spare  to 
**  do  it  then  to  desire  the  Earle  of  Arundell 
^  to  undertake  it  with  the  Ea:  Bedford  and  Mrl 
''  Henley." 

To.  these  answers  of  the  Company  Sir  Corne- 
lias Vermoyden  replied ; — 

L  ^^  If  the  worke  bee  done  substantially  as 
^  I  iatend  expect  no  lesser  charges  for  your 
^  desired  Comptrollna*  would  still  call  out  ^  ex- 
^^  pend  not  soe  much,  doe  not  such  a  worke  so 
^^  great  and  so  substantial!/  and  perhaps  a  dry 
^  season  coacurringe  you  might  have  it  adjudged 
*^  and  afterwai'ds  I  might  be  forced  (if  not  prov- 
^  ing  sufficient  for  the  floodes)  to  remake  it 
^  and  draw  mee  to  contribute  upon  p'tence  of 
*^  meyntenance  besides  tbe  discreditt  of  the 
^  worke ;  therefore  excuse  me  to  become  contri- 
^  bntory  till  90000'**  be  expended  .•* 

2.  **  The  first  part  is  answered  in  the  former ; 
and  as  to  melioration  T  pretend  nothinge  there- 
in but  for  to  give  directions  for  the  dreyninge 
"  in  other  places.  I  desire  to  reserve  it  to  my- 
^  selfe  in  regard  you  refuse  to  give  mee  5000 
"  acres  upon  which  I  first  offer^  it.** 
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3.  ^*  Upon  my  proportion  of  land,  and  wbere 
^'  it  shall  lie  I  stand  upon  my  former  note  in  r^;ard 
^^  it  lies  most  convenient  for  the  rest  of  my  estate^ 
^^  and  to  have  it  conveyed  accordingly ;  for  I  desire 
^'  Qo  conveyance  in  toto  p'  rata ;  and  for  not  bavinge 
^^  power  to  dispose  of  my  lands  I  am  contented  to 
^*  keepe  2000  acres  for  five  yeares  after  the  adju- 
^^  dication,  but  as  to  the  rest  I  desire  to  bee  free, 
**  although  my  present  resolutions  are  not  to  part 

with  any  pait  of  it  neither  now  nor  hereafter. 
But  under  favor  I  desire  to  bee  M'  of  my  owiie. 

4.  ^^  I  have  answered  in  my  note  for  those  taxes 
'^  will  be  requisite  to  speed  the  worke  for  the 
«  benefitt  of  all/* 

5.  ^^  To  say  it  shall  bee  noe  prejudice  is  no  ar- 
^'  gument  and  my  experience  is  such  that  in  case 
'^  you  should  comptroll  I  am  sure  it  will  bee  and 
'^  therefore  I  stand  upon  y"  owne  offer  which  is 
^*  that  if  in  case  any  worke  by  you  comptroUed 
*^  prove  ineffectual  yet  I  should  enjoy  my  recom- 
"  pence  and  not  be  charged  with  those  works," 

6.  ^'  Is  partly  answered  in  the  3^.  And  Whereas 
some  doe  objecte  that  my  proportion  will  be 
betterdreynedthan  the  rest,  I  answer  it  is  impos- 
sible by  reason  it  lies  further  from  the  fall ;  and 

''  further  the  land  is  not  to  be  adjudged  but  by  a 
"  whole  Level,  and  therefore  if  it  be  not  a  general 
*^  dreyninge  I  cannot  enjoy  my  proportion.'* 

7.  "  I  agree  to  300/.  present  and  the  rest  to  be 
"  paid  by  50/.  a  moneth." 

8.  "  I  expect  to  have  it  under  yo'  hands  and 
^^  scales  in  due  forme  of  Law  as  also  entred  in 
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^  yo'  Booke  and  this  is  your  owne  offer*  As  for 
my  designe  after  wee  are  agreed  I  will  discover 
it  to  the  Elarle  of  Bedford  and  my  Lord  S^  John 
w^  18  needlesse  in  regard  you  take  eleren  to 
comptroll  from  tyme  to  tyme  although  my  exr 
perience  is  so  well  knowne  that  under  favor  it  is 
^*  frivolous,  and  I  cannot,  but  much  wonder  that 
*^  you  put  mee  to  replication  bavinge  hitherto 
'*  prosecuted  your  busines  so  long  freely  without 
^^  any  stipulation  with  care  travell  and  charge,  and 
^^  withall  considering  that  many  desired  recom- 
^'  pense  I  become  a  joint  adventurer  only  you  con- 
^tribute  for  me  but  4000  acres.  And  so  upon 
^  that  small  advantage  I  recover  your  lost  estates, 
^^  and  gaine  to  the  commonwealth  a  great  and  vast 
^  country.** 

The  Earl  of  Bedford  and  Lord  Chief  Justice  St. 
John  concurred  with  the  Company  in  rejecting 
the  demands  of  Sir  Cornelius,  and  several  in- 
effectual attempts  were  made  to  employ  other 
persons.  Soon  afterwards,  the  Company  appear  to 
have  repented  of  this  determination :  for  on  the 
29th  of  the  same  month  of  June,  it  appears,  that  the 
adventurers  then  present  (consisting  of  the  Earl  of 
Bedford,  Sir  Edward  Partheriche,  Mr.  Annesley,  Sir 
Thomas  Thynne,  Sir  C.  Vermuyden,  Mr.  Henley, 
Mr.  Fountayne,  and  Mr.  Bradley,)  took  into  consi- 
deration '^  the  necessity  of  having  an  able  director 
"  for  the  worke.  Upon  debate  it  was  thought  fitt 
^^  and  resolved  to  make  some  propositions  to  S' 
^^  Cornelius  Vermuyden  in  order  to  a  new 
"  agreement  with  him  if  he  shall  think  fitt  to 
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'^  meete  at  Peterborough  the  4^  of  July  next  a^d 
'^  will  there  treat  and  agree  with  the  comfwiy 
'*  aieeting  there/' 

1.  '^  To  give  him  4000  acres  for  his  reconpeme 
^  for  perfecting  the  worke  w^  such  quallifieatkms 
^^  as  shall  be  thought  fitt  and  agreed.*^ 

%  ^^  That  bee  shall  have  his  proportion  of  4O00 
^  acres  in  such  parts  of  the  Levell  as  shall  be  9d* 
^  jwiged  dreyned,  according  to  the  proportions 
^  that  4000  acres  beareth  to  95,000  acres  in  die 
^  whole.** 

3.  ^^  That  hee  shall  have  Three  hundred  tliyftyt 
^^  three  poundes  six  shillinges  and  eight  penoe  paid 
^^  for  S  yeares  together,  the  said  son^e  to  bee  paid 
'^  to  him  at  the  b^;inninge  of  each  yeare."^ 

4.  "  To  lymitt  the  charge  of  the  worke  to 
''  95,000^»^  in  the  whole.** 

6.  "  Tliat  if  the  perfectinge  of  the  worke  ex- 
"  ceede  96,000^^  then  hee  to  have  but  3000  acres* 
•*  And  if  it  exceed  lOOjOOO^*'  to  have^  #  *  *  # 
There  appears  to  be  a  hiatus  in  the  order. 
The  company  still  evinced  considerable  caution, 
indeed^  great  reluctance  to  enter  into  any  contract 
with  Sir  Cornelius ;  for  on  the  24th  of  the  ensuing 
July,  appear  the  following  entries  :  — 

**  Resolved  that  if  the  adventurers  shall  here- 
after agree  with  S'  Cornelius  Vermuyden  for 
4000  acres,  that  hee  shall  not  dispose  of  any  part 
"  thereof  untill  the  adjudication  of  the  whole 
*'  96,000  acres.  And  that  hee  shall  not  dispose  of 
^*  above  a  moytye  of  the  4000  acres  for  7  yeares 
^^  after  adjudication.*' 
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^^  ReaDlved  and  agreed  that  if  the  ch^rgpe  of 
^^  cireyninge  tfae  great  Lerell  of  the  Feapes  shall 
'^  exceede  the  some  of  90,000'''  then  Sir  Goroe- 
'^  lins  Vemiu3Miea  shall  become  aa  Adventurer 
"  and  pay  all  taioes  lor  the  4000  acres  proper- 
^  tionable  to  the  rest  of  the  93,000  acres  uotill 
^  the  efaarge  of  dreyninge  amounts  unto  100,000^^; 
^  And  if  the  charge  thereof  shall  exeeede  the 
'*  aome  of  100,000^  then  it  shall  bee  at  the  choice 
'^  of  S'  Cornelius  Vei-muyden  whether  he,  will 
^^  become  an  adventurer  and  pay  all  taxes  fpr 
^  tkut  4000  acres  proportionable  to  the  rest  of  the 
^  96,000  acres  from  the  tyme  of  the  pasringe  of 
^^  the  Acte  of  F^liament  or  loose  his  reeom* 
^  penae/^ 

^^Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden  refused  to  proceede 
upon  theis  propositions  and  resolves^" 

Ordered  that  upon  Saturday  the  4th  of  Au- 
gust next  shall  bee  a  generall  meetinge  of  all 
"  the  adventurers  at  Peterborough  to  J  counte- 
^'  nance  the  worke  and  settle  the  same  in  such  a 
^  way  as  shall  bee  most  conducinge  to  the  good 
^^  of  the  worke  in  general :  To  which  purpose  most 
^^  of  the  Adventurers  have  agreed  and  promised 
to  meete  at  the  place  aforesaid  (viz^  Earle  of 
Bedford,  M'  Georges,  &  Edward  Partheriche,  M' 
"  Robert  Henley  Sen',  M^  Latch,  M'  Fountayne*, 

*  John  Fouotayne  Esq.  was  a  Serjeant  at  laWj  and  maternal 
«Bee8^»r  of  the  present    Richard  Fountajne  WUsou,    Esq. 
II.  P.  for  the  county  of  Tork>  who  stiU  retains  very  large 
possessions  in  the  Bedford  Level  and  its  vicinity. 
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^^  M'  Thomas  Jenjms  *^  and  M'  Andrew  Hen- 
'^  ley.  And  it  is  further  ordered  chat  I'res 
'^  shall  be  written  to  all  adrenturers  that  are 
absent  thereby  givinge  them  notice  of  this 
Order  and  desire  their  meetinge  to  bee  ac- 
cordingly at  the  place  aforessdd^  And  the 
'^  Clarke  to  subscribe  the  names  of  all  the  adven-^^ 
**  turers  present  to  every  letter." 

On  the  24th  of  August  following  it  was  finally 
agreed,  ^^that  Sir  Cornelius  should  briog  in  a  par- 
'^  ticiilar  design  and  not  a  general  design  which 
^  was  to  be  put  down  in  writing  under  his  hand 
^^  that  so  he  may  not  vary  from  it  without  the 
adventurers*  consent ;  that  he  should  be  appoint- 
ed only  to  direct  the  works  but  not  to  appoint 
^  any  officers ;  that  Lieut^  Colonel  Dodson^  not- 
^^  withstanding  the  agreement  with  Sir  Cornelias^ 
^^  sliould  still  be  employed  as  an  assistant  under 
^  him  if  he  should  so  think  fit ;  and  that  Sir  Cor- 
^^nelius  should  have  a  copy  of  certain  proposi- 
tions made  to  him  by  the  company  in  order  to 
such  agreement  with  him;  and  also  he  may  have 
**  a  Copy  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  (if  he  please) 

*  Thomas  Jenyns  Esq.  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Reverend 
George  Leonard  Jenyns,  of  Bottieham  Hall,  near  Cambridge^ 
now  one  of  the  bailiffs  of  the  Corporation,  and  chairman  of 
the  boards  whose  vigilant  attention  to  the  duties  of  that  im- 
portant situation,  entitles  him  to  the  thanks  of  the  country. 
From  the  earliest  period  of  any  settled  plan  for  the  drainage 
xA  the  Levels  the  ancestors  of  Mr.  Jenyns  have  taken  most 
active  parts^  and  have  filled  many  of  the  most  responsible  offices 
of  the  Company  and  of  the  Corporation. 
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^^  delivered  to  biro,  upon  both  of  which  he  might 
*'  take  advise  with  his  counsel.*' 

Tbe  company  and  Sir  Cornelius^  however^  had 
by  no  means  arrived  at  any  definitive  conclusion  ; 
for,  on  the  11th  of  September,  he  proposed  that 
tbe  particulars  in  dispute  should  be  referred  to 
tbe  Lord  Chief  Justice  Saint  John. 

Other  matters  of  the  most  serious  and  painful 
iiatQre  now  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
pany.   They  were  harassed  by  the  introduction 
of  a  bill  into  Parliament,  by  Mr.  Weston,  a  rela-  App.p.38a 
tive  of  the  Earl  of  Portland,  who  was  the  gran- 
tee firom  King  Charles  of  2000  acres  in  the  Levely 
part  of  the  12^000  acres  agreed  to  be  given  to  the  App.p.  io9. 
Crown^  by  the  provisions  of  the  Lynn  Law ;  but 
which  (together  with   10,000  acres  remainder  of 
tbe  12,000  acres)  had  been  omitted  altogether  in 
tbe  pretended  Act,  the  whole  of  the  95^0  acres 
being  thereby  vested  in  the  Earl  and  the  trustees, 
without  any  reservation  whatever. 

Soon  after  this  period,  Mr.  Weston  requested 
to  be  admitted  an  adventurer  for  the  2000  acres, 
and  to  have  a  conveyance  thereof  from  the  trus- 
tees named  in  the  act,  undertaking,  at  the 
same  time,  to  pay  all  arrears  and  all  future  taxes ; 
to  which  request  the  company  acceded.  In  a 
short  time,  the  remaining  10,000  acres  were  sold, 
and  conveyed  by  the  company  to  different  per- 
sons. Although  the  whole  95»000  acres  were 
allotted  by  the  Act  to  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  hia 
participants  and  adventurers,  yet,  as  soon  as  the 
Commonwealth  saw  the  drainage  making  favor- 


able  progress^  they  made  a  demand  of  SOOO  acres 
for  the  benefit  of  the  state ;  the  company,  hoir- 
evevy  stoutly  resisted  this  anjust  and  illegal 
claim,  declaring  their  determination  to  abandon 
the  undertaking,  rather  than  comply  with  the  de- 
mand, which  was  ultimately  relinquished.  Upon 
the  restoration,  and  under  the  provisions  of  the 
General    Drainage  Act,  the  10,000  acres  were 

App.p.39o.     restored  to  the  Crown,  and  are  now  enjoyed  by 

its  grantees  or  assignees. 

A.  P.  1649.         Not  only  does  this  claim  relative  to  the  2000 

acres  appear  to  have  been  an  annoyance  to  the 
adventurers,  but  they  also  suffered  the  greatest 
embarrassment  for  want  of  money  to  carry  on 
the  works  then  in  hand.  On  the  12th  of  Sq[i- 
tember  we  the  following  entries  in  the  order* 
books  of  the  Company : 

In  regard  the  bnsines  of  the  12,000  acres  j0 
not  settled  whereby  many  are  discouraged  to 
^^  adventure  any  moneys  and  some  of  the  ad- 
"  venturers  to  bring  in  their  Taxes  whereby  the 
*^  worke  cannot  proceed.  It  is  ordered  that  the 
^^  workmen  be  paid  and  forthwith  dismissed 
^^  until  further  orders." 

"  Forasmuch  as  a  present  supplie  of  moneye  is 
"  wantinge  to  satisfie  the  workmen's  wages  for 
*^  this  weeke  the  Earle  of  Bedford  offered  to  pay 
^  in  the  arreares  of  his  second  payment  in  case 
^  Mr.  Henley  and  Mr.  Isaac  Jones  would  doe 
**  the  like  for  theires  which  was  accordingly 
^'  agreed  unto  and  undertaken  both  by  Mr.  An- 
*^  drew  Henley  and  Mr.  Isaac  Jones ;  Whereupon 
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^^  it  is  ordered  that  a  proportionable  satisfaction 
*^  sbal  be  made  to  them  and  all  other  adven^ 
'^  turers  and  participants  which  have  already 
"  paid  in  their  Taxes  out  of  either  of  the  de- 
^^  faulters*  lands  p.  rat4  by  sale  of  so  much 
^^  thereof  as  will  make  full  satisfaction  which 
^^  said  sale  is  appointed  and  ordered  to  be  made 

this  day  sevennight  in  case  the  defaulteji'S  pay 

not  in  their  proportionable  parts  of  their  taxes 

in  the  meane  tyme.** 

Nothing  could  be  more  kind,  more  generous, 
and  more  considerate,  than  the  conduct  of  the 
Earl  of  Bedford  throughout  the  manifold  diffi* 
eulties  by  which  the  Company  were  encom« 
passed.  At  this  period  they  were  involved  in 
the  most  extreme  distress,  as  appears  by  the  fol* 
lowing  answer  to  a  letter  sent  to  Lieut.Xolonel 
Dodson^  then  employed  upon  the  works : 

"  Sir,— 

^^  The  Adventurers  are  nowe  most  of  them 
'^  out  of  Towne  and  those  that  are  present  have 
*^  given  me  in  command  to  acquaint  you  they 
^^  were  in  hopes  you  had  observed  the  order 
<*  sent  you  last  week  for  dismissing  of  the  work* 
^^  men^  noe  moneye  coming  in  by  reason  of  the 
^'  discouragement  that  lies  upon  the  adventurers, 
^^  in  regard  Mr.  Weston's  act  is  not  yet  passed* 
^'  Your  messinger  was  sent  from  hence  post  on 
^  Wednesday  at  night  the  12th  of  this  month 
^^  with  the  order  for  the  speedy  dismissing  the 
"  workmen,  And  if  he  delivered  it  not  till  Sa- 
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'*  terday  night  after  and  the  workmen  still  con« 
tynued  noe  fault  can  be  objected  against  the 
Company  for  it.     Your  Letter  mentions  not 
^^  what  debt  is  already  contracted  to  the  work- 
^*  men  whome  the  Company  expect  be  forthwith 
^^  dismist  and  the  debt  certified  hither  that  order 
*^  may  be  taken  for  the  satisfying  of  it.  And Jn 
**  the  meane  tyme  noe  further  debt  increased  or 
^^  charged  upon  the  Company  untill  the  business 
be  setled  in  parliament   and   further  orders 
from  them  for  it  which  otherwise  they  appre- 
**  hend  will  be  very  prejudicial  to  them.     The 
^*  Company  doe  not  understand  by  your  Lietter 
^*  whether  the  200/.  you  borrowed  have  cleared 
^^  all  with  the  workmen  or  how  much  will  clear 
^^  all  with  them,    which    they  desire  to   know 
speedily.    Concerning  the  400^^  according  to 
your  desire  was  furnished  the  last  Week  which 
**  they  apprehended  would  have  cleared  all  to 
"  the  end  of  that  week  when  the  order  of  dis- 
*^  mission  was  sent.     As  concerning  Mr.  Prowle 
^^  the  Gentlemen  present  make  noe   doubt  but 
*^  the  Company  when  they  meete  will  take  his 
''  paines  into  consideration,  and  in  the   meane 
"  tyme  desire  you   to  supply   him   with   some 
"  money  for  his  present  occasions  and  leave  the 
^*  fhrther  disposal  of  him  at  present  to  your  dis- 
**  cretion,  and  desire  to  knowe  from  you  wherein 
**  hee  may  be  further  usefull  to  the  company. 
^*  This  being  that  I  had  in  command  at  present  I 
**  subscribe  myselfe 
"  Middle  Temple,     "  Y'  affectionate  servant 

*'2l  Sept'.  1049/'  <^G.  S,** 
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To  my  worthie  friends  Co"  Rob*  Castle  and 

Lieften*  Colo"  Dobson  or  either  of  them^ 

these  &C.'' 

Difficulties   appear  to    have    multiplied^   and 

nothing  but  the  prudence^the  unwearied  attention^ 

and  continued  generosity  of  the  Earl  of  Bedford, 

aided  by  the  consummate  talent  and  perseverance 

of  Lord  Chief  Justice  St.  John,  (whose  exertions 

were  also  unremitted,)  could  have  saved  the  design 

from  ultimate  ruin.    On  the  27th  of  September^ 

appear  the  following  entries : 

"  Whereas  divers  persons  which  have  no  interest 
in  any  of  the  Adventure  Lands  belonging  to  the 
Great  Levells  of  the  Fens  have  formerly  in- 
^'  traded  themselves  into  the  general  meetings 
^  and  consultations  of  the  adventurers  and  parti- 
cipants, and  thereupon  have  divulged  divers 
matters  contrary  to  the  true  meaning  of  the 
Company  and  to  their  great  disadvantage.  It  is 
therefore  ordered  that  from  henceforth  noe  per- 
"  son  or  persons  whatever  that  is  not  an  adven- 
'^  turer  or  participant  doe  sitt  amongst  the  adven- 
*^  turers  whilst  they  are  in  consultation.  But  the 
*'  clerke  or  his  deputie  is  to  give  them  notice  of 
'^  this  order  to  the  intent  they  may  forthwith 
*•  withdraw." 

"  Whereas  some  of  the  Company  is  infonned 
^  that  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden  hath  prepared  a 
'^  petic*on  against  the  adventurers  which  he  in- 
**  tends  to  have  read  in  parliament,  a  copie 
**  whereof  cannot  as  yet  bee  obtayned  ;  And  that 
"Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden  (as  it  is  alsoe    in- 
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'^  formed)  hath  written  to  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment that  the  Company  intends  to  prejudice 
the  navigac'on  to  King's  Lynne ;  It  is  therefore 
ordered,  that  the  agreement  w^  S'  Cornelius 
"  Vermuyden  be  from  henceforth  suspended ;  And 
M'  Henley  and  M'  Jenyns  is  desired  to  conferre 
with  the  said  member  of  parliament  and  reporte 
^*  the  contents  of  S'  Cornelius  Vermuyden's  letter 
to  the  Company  at  their  next  meeting;  And 
any  adventurer  that  knowe&  of  any  artist  which 
"  may  be  usefull  for  the  eflfecting  of  the  worke  of 
^'  dreyninge  is  desired  to  present  his  or  their 
^^  names  to  the  Company,  that  soe  hee  or  they  may 
*'  be  treated  with  as  there  shal  be  occasion.** 
^'  Whereas  the  passing  of  the  Act  for  M'  Weston's 
2000  acres  hath  hitherto  bene  delayed  to  the 
great  prejudice  of  the  Company;  And  forasmuch 
*^  as  the  speedy  passing  of  the  said  Act  will  be  of 
"  great  advantage  to  the  whole  Company,  It  is 
^^  therefore  ordered,    that  the    care    thereof  be 
'^  comitted   to  the  discretion  of  M'  Henley  for 
"  the  gratifying  of  such  as  shal  be  assistant  to  the 
"  speedy  passing  thereof." 

"  Ordered  that  everi  Adventurer  be  faithfuU 
"  to  each  other  and  not  devulge  any  order  of  the 
"  Company  but  to  such  of  the  Adventurers  and 
"  Participants  as  shal  be  conformable  to  the 
"  orders  of  the  Company.  Also  the  Clerke  and 
**  Deputy  Clerke  is  ordered  not  to  disclose  any 
"  of  the  Orders  to  any  person  or  persons  that  is 
**  not  an  Adventurer  or  Participant,  and  likewise 
"  conformable  to  the  orders  of  the  Company." 
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The  distresses  of  the  Company  still  encreased ;  a.d.  1649. 
for^  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  11th  of  October 
following,  the  following  entries  were  made : — 
The  Company  being  in  debate  of  raysing 
moneye  to  pay  the  460*  due  to  the  workmen, 
^^  have  ordered  the  clerke  to  write  several  Ir'es 
*^  to  the  adventurers  under-written  to  paye  in 
*^  their  arreares  of  both  payments  of  the  taxe  of 
^^  2s.  6d.  pr  acre  according  to  the  effect  of  the 
letter  following  (viz*). 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Adventurers  on  the  11th 
**  of  this  moneth,  I  was  commanded  by  them  to 
acquaint  yon  they  have  lately  receaved  letters 
**  from  Colo**  Castle  and  Leiften*  Colo**  DodsoU) 
that  for  want  of  moneye  to  pay  the  workmen 
they  fall  into  mutinies  and  seize  upon  the  offi- 
cers and  threaten  to  cary  them  away  and  cut 
them  in  peeces  in  case  they  have  not  speedy 
payment ;  And  that  divers  of  the  Adventurers 
have  already  paid  both  their  payments  of  the  taxe 
*^  of  2s.  6rf. p^acre,  and  some  more;  They  there- 
**  fore  desire  you,  for  the  preventing  of  this  great 
^*  mischiefe,  to  preserve  the  reputac'on  and  honor 
of  the  Company  speedily  to  make  payment  to 
the  Treasurer  of  your  proportion  of  the  said 

taxe  in  arrere,  which  is  as  they  conceive . 

*'  This  is  that  which  was  given 
^^  in  command 
"  Your  Servant, 
By  them  to "  ''  G.  S." 
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No  doubt  can  exist,  that  Sir  Coraelius  Vernmy- 
den  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  the  intrigues  th&t 
operated  so  greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
Company;  and  that,  observing  their  reluctance' to 
his  appointment,  he  threw  every  obstacle  in  their 
way.  The  struggle  of  the  adventurers  demands 
both  sympathy  and  admiration.  But  turn  which 
way  they  would,  escape  from  this  inexorable 
Dutchman  was  hopeless.  Accordingly^  on  the  27th 
of  October^  at  a  numerous  meetings  consisting  of 
the  Earl  of  Bedford,  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Sir  Tho- 
mas Gardiner,  Sir  Edward  Partheriche,  Sir  Tho- 
mas Thynne*,  Mr.  Henley,  Sen',  Mr.  Ingram, 
Mr.  Fountayne,  Mr.  Isaac  Jones,  Mr.  Crene>  and 
Mr.  Carill,  the  following  order  was  passed  r 

*^  It  was  putt  to  the  question,  whether  Sir  Cor- 
^^  nelius  Vermuyden  should  be  the  dii*ector  or  not, 
'*  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative.'* 

"  Whereas  upon  the  1  Itb  of  September  last  Sir 
"  Cornelius  Vermuyden  proposed  to  the  Com- 
"  pany  that  the  particulars  in  difference  between 
^^  them  and  him  might  be  referred  to  the  conside- 
*^  ration  of  the  Lord  Chiefe  Justice  St.  John ; 
^^  It  is  now  ordered  that  his  Lordship  be  desired 
^^  to  take  the  same  into  his  consideration,  by 
**  whose  order  the  company  are  content  to  be 
"  bound,  soe  as  Sir  Conielius  Vermuyden  in 
"  convenient    tyme    enter    his   consent  in    the 


*  Ancestor  of  the  present  Marquess  of  Bath,  created  on  the 
16th  December,  1002,  Baron  Thynne  of  Warminster,  Wiles, 
and  Viscount  Weymouth. 
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^^  clerke*s  booke  to  be    likewise  bound  there- 
''  by/' 

**  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden  is  to  have  notice 
''  of  this  Order.- 

Again,  on  the  26th  November,  Mr.  Gorges*,  one 
of  the  adventurers,  was  ordered  to  confer  with 
Sir  Cornelius,  that  he  might  bring  in  his  final 
demands  to  the  company  on  Thursday  then  next, 
that  the  business  between  him  and  the  company 
might  be  brought  to  a  conclusion ;  but  on  that  day. 
Sir  Cornelius  not  having  entered  his  consent  to 
the  reference  to  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  according 
to  the  order,  both  parties  were  considei*ed  at 
liberty;  but  five  of  tlie  adventurers  were  ordered 
to  attend  his  lordship  upon  the  difference  still 
existing  between  the  company  and  Sir  Cornelius : 
and  on  the  7th  of  December,  Sir  Cornelius  de- 
livered in  his  final  demands  in  writing,  from 
which  he  would  not  recede,  which  the  company 
declared  to  be  unreasonable,  in  regard  that  Sir 
Cornelius  i-efused  to  undertake  the  work  upon 
any  certainty,  or  to  deliver  any  particular  design, 
or  to  be  subject  to  any  control. 

Sir  Cornelius  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
extent  of  his  power  over  those  with  whom  he  was 
dealing  so  cavalierly.  The  treaty^^being  once 
more  abandoned,  several  propositions  were  made 
to,  and  considered  by  the  adventurers,  the  parti- 
culars of  which  may  not  be  uninteresting. 

*  He  was  afterwards  created  Lord   Gorges^  and  held   the 
situation  of  Surveyor-general  under  the  Corporation. 
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"  Mr.  Hamond  proposeth  to  the  Company,  that 
"  for  30,000^**  a  gentleman  will  give  caution  of 
4000*''  for  the  dreyning  of  that  part  of  the 
Great  Level  which  lyeth  betweene  Bedford 
River  and  Welland,  according  to  the  Act  of 
"  Parliament.  Whereupon  the  Company  have 
^^  ordered  that  Mr.  Hamond,  Mr.  Marsham,  and 
'^  Mr.  Latch,  treate  with  the  gentleman  touching 
"  the  same  and  to  know  his  lowest  demands  and 
'^  the  utmost  caution  hee  will  give  for  the  per- 
^'  formance  thereof ;  And  alsoe  the  severall  works 
'*  hee  intends  to  make  and  the  dimensions  of 
'^  them,  together  with  the  tyme  when  he  will 
^^  finish  them  and  the  places  where,  with  all  other 
^^  circumstances  conducing  to  the  worke,  and 
'^  report  it  to  the  Company  at  their  next  meetr 
^^  ing  to-morrowe  at  2  o'clocke  in  the  after- 
**  noone." 

Sir  Edward  Partheriche  proposeth  to  the 

Company    that  for    30000*^    to    be  paid   at 

King's  Lynne,  Wisbich,  or  Peterborough,  by 

5000^^  p.   Mensem,  the  first  payment  to   be 

**  made  on  the  10th  day  of  January  next,  beside 

*'  what    moneyes    are    already  disbursed,    and 

makeing  use  of  SHch  tymber  and  materialls 

as  are  already  bought,  hee  will  undertake  to 

dreyne  the  north  part  of  the  Great  Levell  of 

the  Fenns  lying  betweene  Bedford  River  and 

"  Welland,  and  within  one  yeare  next  ensuing  so 

"  perfonue  the  same  worke  according  to  the  act 

*'  of  parliament  fitt  for  judgement.    And  hee  will 

"  give  caution  of  4000**"  to  performe  the  same. 
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To  effect  which  hee  hath  delivered  in  his  designe 
in  writing  of  such  workes  as  hee  conceaves  neces- 
sary. And  he  is  content  to  adde  thereunto  a 
sufficient  in*drayne  to  the  north  bank  of  Bed- 
ford river,  and  to  make  the  south  part  as  well  as 


•cc 
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*'  the  north,  if  the  said  Sir  Edward  Partheriche  be 
"  chosen  Director  of  the  worke  on  the  south 
^  side.^ 

^^  And  whereas  it  was  alleadged  that  the  worke 
'^  must  be  made  slighte  to  spare  money  for  the  un- 
"  dertaker's  proffitt,  &  Edward  Partheriche  offers 
**  that  for  the  consideration  of  lOOtf*"  hee  will  un- 
*'  dertake  to  perfect  the  said  worke  for  30000^  to 
^'  be  paid  vt.  sup.  (accompting  the  moneys  already 
'*  disbursed  since  the  passing  of  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment to  be  part  thereof).  And  bee  will  deliver 
an  accompt  to  the  company  for  all  the  money 
^'  that  shal  be  disbursed  in  the  said  worke  and 
^^  restore  the  moneys  unexpended  to  the  company. 
^'  And  in  case  the  charge  of  the  said  worke  beside 
'*  what  is  already  disbursed  as  aforesaid  shall  ex- 
"  ceede  2600tf\  then  Sir  Edward  Partheriche  is 
"  content  to  accept  of  500*^  for  his  recompence. 
''  And  if  the  same  shall  exceede  30000^^  beside 
'^  the  moneys  already  disbursed,  then  hee  is 
"  willing  to  loose  his  whole  reward,** 

^^  Ordered  that  if  any  other  man  will  propose 
^  or  tender  to  the  Company  any  other  way  or 
"  .designe  for  the  dreyning  of  the  Great  Levell  or 
^  any  parte  thereof,  and  upon  what  conditions  hee 
"  will  undertake  the  same,  the  Company  will  take 
'^  the  same  into  consideration/' 
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'*  M'  Henley  declaring  that  there  were  several 
propositions  of  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden  and 
others  to  be  considered  of,  Sir  Cornelius  being 
present  declared  to  the  Company  that  hee  at- 
^'  terly  disclaymed  to  medle  or  have  any  thing  to 
^^  doe  with  the  dreyning  of  the  fenns,  and  that  bee 
"  came  only  as  an  adventurer.'* 

Mr.  Henley  had  been  appointed  Treasurer  to  the 
Company,  upon  the  i^signation  of  the  Earl  of  Bed- 
ford. He  was  evidently  a  person  of  great  influence 
in  other  respects  with  the  country^  and  had  always 
evinced  a  marked  partiality  towards  Sir  Cornelius, 
conceiving,  probably,  that  his  great  apparent 
wealth  best  enabled  him  to  carry  the  work  into 
execution:  finding,  therefore,  that  matters  were 
likely  to  take  a  turn  unfavourable  to  the  interests 
of  Sir  Cornelius,  on  the  lUth  of  December^  be 
made  the  following  proposition  :— 

Mr.  Henley  offers  to  the  Company,  that  if  Sir 
Cornelius  Vermuyden  be  Director  of  the  worke 
'"  he  will    engage  4000  acres  which   bee  hath 
"  already  and  4000  acres  which  bee  hath  and  wiH 
*^  purchase,  that  Sir  Cornelius  shall  with  or  under 
the    charge    of   109,700^*^    to    the    Company, 
(viz.)  SS^gOO***  for  the   north  part  of  Bedford 
River,  and  76,200*'  for  the  south  side  thereof, 
doe  the  worke  according  to  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment, otherwise  he  will  loose  his  8000  acres; 
And   that  the  Company  shall  have  that  pro- 
"  portion   of  the  defaulters'  lands  at  the  same 
"  rate  which  hee  hath  already  purchased  it  at 
"  towards  S'  Cornelius  his  4000  acres    recom- 
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Bje,  and  tbac  hee  will  before  tfae  worke  be 
ihed,  purchase  so  much  more  of  the  de- 
ters' lands  as  shall  make  up  the  said  pro- 
j^eaportion  full  4000  acres  for  Sir  Cornelius  his 
Mr  reoompence,  which  the  Company  shall  like- 
V-  wise  have  at  the  same  rate  it  shal  be  pur- 
s'   chased  at." 

B  "  And  Sir  Cornelius  demands  lOOO"*  to  be 
^  paid  to  him,  as  was  formerly  resolved  by  the 
^    Company." 

^    *'  Mr.  Henley  offers  that  if  any  man  will  pro- 
^    pose  a  better  bargaine  and  more  advantageous 
to   the  Company   than  this,  that  it   may   be 
^  '  act^eptcd  and  taken  into  consideration." 

**  Sir  Cornelius  demands  over  Mid  above  270* 

per  annum  for  one  surveyor  and  fower  over- 

-  seers  during  the  contynuance  of  their  imploy- 

"  ment" . 

**  Ordered  that  Mr.  Gorges,  Mr.  Henley,  Mr. 
"  L>atch,  and  Mr.  Hamond,  peruse  the  propo- 
"  sitions  and  estimate  of  Sir  Edward  Partbe- 
"  ricbe  and  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden,  and  con- 
^"  aider  which  may  be  most  essential  and  ad- 
^  "  vantageous  to  the  Company,  and  tomorrow  at 
'S.iJ^  o'clock  to  report  their  opinions  to  the  Com- 
«  pBoy." 

■  •*  Mr.  Henley  offers  to  pay  the  taxes  for  the 
«.  8000  acres  which  he  proposes  to  engage  if  Sir 
"^Corneliua  Vermuyden  be  the  director  during 
'  **.tbe  worke,  and  will  lose  both  land  and  taxes 
Vif  Sir  Cornelius  do  not  perform  the  work  as 
'^f  bee  shall  undertake  it." 
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'^  Mn  Henley  is  content  Sir  Cornelius  shall 
''  have  his  fifth  lott,  and  he  will  accept  of  the 
^^  4000  acres  which  he  hath  and  is  to  purchase 
*^  in  lieu  of  it  soe  as  he  may  enjoy  the  said 
'^  4000  acres  and  may  receive  lOOOO^  from  the 
^^  Company  for  the  said  fifte  lott  in  case  hee 
cannot  enjoy  the  4000  acres  which  hee  hath 
already  and  is  to  purchase  as  aforesaid,  and 
Mr.  Henley  desires  to  be  defended  from  suite 
touching  the  same." 
Mr.  Dodson  offers  to  engage  1000^  to  make 
^^  a  river  from  the  outfall  at  the  Horse-shoe  to 
"  Murroe  Gate  60  feet  wide  for  6600*,  with 
^'  banke  sufficient  to  secure  the  country,  and 
^^  to  repaire  the  same  worke  for  7  years  after 
^'  the  same  shal  be  made ;  And  for  200"^  mote  hee 
^^  will  undertake  to  pay  for  all  the  lands  which 
^^  shal  be  purchased  for  the  said  worke."* 

"  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden  offers  to  dreyne  the 
"  south  parte  of  the  Levell  for  that  proportion  of 
"  land  that  is  to  be  sett  out  to  the  Adventurers 
as  their  recompense  on  that  side  of  the  Level.** 
Sir  Cornelius  excepts  in  the  4*^  article,  ex- 
emptions of  landSy    charges  of  commissioners* 
meetings^  solicitations^  suits^  and  officers'  sala- 
''  ries.** 

^^  Resolved  to  meet  tomorrow  morning  at  nyne 
"  o*clock,  and  then  or  in  the  afternoone  to  con- 
"  sider  whoe  shall  be  the  director  of  the  worke 
^^  of  dreyning,  and  upon  what  terms  it  shall  be 
^'  undertaken  ;  And  if  the  same  cannot  be  agreed 
by  consent  then  to  putt  it  to  the  vote  for  a 
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^  oonclusioD^  and  nothing  else  to  be  treated  on  or 
*'  debated  untill  the  director  be  chosen.** 


"12"*  Dec'.  Anno  Doro:  1649. 

**  Ordered,  that  notice  be  forthwith  given  or 
^  lefte  in  writing  at  the  several  habitations  or 
'^  lodgings  of  the  Adventurers  following,  desiring 
^  their  meetinge  at  two  o^clocke  in  the  after- 

noone,  to  agree  npon  a  director  of  the  worke 

(viz.) 


a 


M 


"  The  Earl  of  Arrundell, 
^  The  Lord  Cbiefe  Justice, 
^  Sir  Tho«  Gardiner, 
**  Mr.  Grorges, 
«  Mr.  Thyrine, 
**  Mn  T^rringham, 
'*  Mr.  Latch, 


"  Mr.  Fountayne, 
*'  Mr.  Jones. 


"  In  the  Afternoon — 

**  Adventurers  present. 

"  Sir  Miles  Sandys  *, 
"  Sir  Thomas  Thynne, 
**  Sir  Thomas  Gardiner, 
"  Mr.  Henley  Sen', 
^*  Mr.  Hamond, 
"  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden, 
"  Mr.  Latch, 
^'  Mr.  Ingram, 


"  Mr.  Carill, 
^'  Mr.  Dodson, 
"  Mr.  Williams, 
**  Mr.  Browne, 
"  Mr.  Allen, 
•'  Mr.  Lukins, 
''  Mr.  Bradley, 
*^  Mr.  Gascoigne. 


*  Sir  Miles  Sandys  resided  at  Wilburtou,  in  tlie  Isle  of  Ely, 
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^*  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden  was  desired  by  the 
^'  Company  to  deliver  in  his  ultimate  demands. 
In  pursuance  whereof  he  delivered  in  his  de- 
mands in  writing  written  with  his  owne  hand.** 
Whereupon  the  Company  desired  that  S^  Cor- 
nelius Vermuyden  should  sett  down  what  workes 
he  would  undertake  to  do  on  the  North  |mrt  of 
**  the  Level!  and  the  dimensions  of  them^  and  at 
**  what  rates  and  for  what  rewards.*' 

'*  Sir  Cornelius  answered  that  he  would  doe 
^'  such  workes  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  make  the 
^  land  fitt  for  judgement ;  And  as  to  the  dimen- 
^^  sions  he  saith  he  c^,n  only  give  it  here  in  the 
'*  generally  for  that  there  may  be  occasion  to  vary 
^^  upon  the  place  ;  And  for  the  rate  of  that  worke 
''  he  proposeth  33000'^  at  the  utmost,  and  saith 
^^  it  may  peradventure  be  dome  for  3  or  SOOO*^ 
^^  lesse^  Yet  he  refuseth  to  undertake  the  same  for 
"  SSjOOO"".     And  for  his  reward  hee  demands 
*'  100(f,  and  the   proportionable   part  of  4000 
^*  acres   which   he  formerly  demanded    for  the 
"  whole  worke,  which  he  computed  to  be  2400 
^*  acres.** 

**  In  pursuance  of  an  Order  made  at  the  last 
"  meeting,  the  Company  upon  reading  the  several 

of  whkrh,  and  of  the  adjoining  ptorish  of  Stretham,  he  was  Lord 
of  the  Manor^  and  had  granted  to  him  hy  the  Charter  of  In- 
corporation (16d4)y  the  privilege  of  holding  a  weekly  market 
and  two  annual  fairs  at  the  latter  parish.  He  was  the  common 
ancestor  of  the  present  Marchioness  of  Downshire  (Baroness 
Sandys  in  her  own  right)  ^  and  of  Sir  Edward  Bayntuni  Sandys, 
Bart.^  of  Missenden  Park,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester. 
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*'  propositions  and  demands  of  Sir  Cornelius  Ver- 
mnyden  and  Sir  Edward  Parthericiie^  insisted 
upon  the  chosing  of  the  director;  And  the 
**  question  being  put,  whetlier  Sir  Cornelius  Ver- 
*'  muyden  or  Sir  Edward  Parthericbe  should  be 
^  the  director  of  the  works,  the  major  part  of  the 
**  Company  declared  themselves  for  Sir  Edward 
"  Parthericbe^  as  foUoweth  particularly  (viz*.)'* 


«Slr  Miles  Sandys,  1 
«SirTho»Thynne, 
"SirTho-Gardiner, 
*  Mr.  Hamond, 
"  Mr.  Latch, 
**Mr.Carill, 
**  Mr.  Dodson, 
•'Mr.  Williams, 
"  Mr.  Browne, 
«  Mr.  Allen, 
^  Mr.  Lukins, 
"  Mr.  Bradley, 


''  For  Sir  Edward 
Parthericbe. 


"  Mr.  Henley, 
"  Mr.  Ingram, 


*^  For  Sir  Comelhis^ 
Vermuyden.'* 


'^  Alsoe  the  Company  unanimously  agreed  to 
"  proceed  in  the  worke  of  drayning  according  to 
^  the  latter  of  the  twoe  propositions  of  Sir  Ed- 
"  ward  Parthericbe  of  the  8th  Dec^  instant, 
**  nemine  contradicenter 

"  Ordered  that  Colo"  Castle,  Mr.    Hamond; 
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^  Mr.  Marshall^  Mr.  f^tch,  or  Mr.  Jenyns  in  his 
^'  stead,  and  Mr.  Crane,  or  any  twoe  of  them,  be 
'^  desired  by  the  Company  to  be  constantly  upon 
^^  the  works  to  husband  the  same  for  their  best 
^'  advantage,  and  that  there  shal  be  an  allowance 
"  of  40*  p.  mensem  for  such  twoe  of  the  Ad- 
"  venturers  as  shal  be  upon  the  place  (viz*.)  20* 
^^  a  peece  for  soe  long  as  there  shal  be  occasion 
"  for  their  residence  there.*' 

*M3^Detf.  1649. 

^'  Ordered,  that  the  papers  which  S'  Cornelius 
*^  Vermuyden  demands  from  the  Company  be 
'^  forthwith  entVed  into  the  Journal  Book  and 
"  restored  to  S'  Cornelius." 

Vermuyden  being  once  more  rejected,  the 
adventurers  were  again  compelled  to  seek  for  aid 
in  carrying  on  the  works t  and  accordingly  we 
find  the  following  letter^  addressed  to  the  Earl  of 
Norwich* : 

"  May  it  please  your  Lopp. 

"  The  Adventurei-s  in  the  Great  Levell  of 
^^  the  Fenns  have  this  day  mett  and  have  been 

*  Goring  Earl  of  Norwich.  This  title  became  extinct  in  the 
year  1072.  It  was  afterwards  granted  to  a  branch  of  the  noble 
house  of  Howard^  and  becoming  extinct  in  the  year  1778^  was 
again  granted  to  the  Duke  of  Grordon^  who,  in  the  year  17849 
was  created  Earl  of  Norwich,  in  consequence  of  his  descent 
from  Lady  Elizabeth  Howard,  eldest  surviving  daughter  of 
Henry  Earl  of  Norwich,  whose  title  had  become  extinct  in 
1778. 
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^^  informed  of  your  Liordpp*  honorable  regard  to 
^^  the  Company  and  well  *  wishing  to  the  worke ; 
"  And  that  yo'  Lo"*  upon  conference  with  some 
*^  of  the  Company  hath  been  pleased  to  expresse 
^^  that  you  would  bring  in  from  beyond  the  Seas 
'*  persons  of  estates  and  artists  to  advance  the 
'^  worke,  have  commanded  me  to  signifie  to  yo' 
Lo^  that  the  Company  is  nowe  absolutely 
broken  off  with  S'  Coraeylius  Vermuyden  as 
^^  to  the  direction  of  the  works^  and  have  made 
^^  choice  of  Sir  Edward  Partheriche  to  be  their 
^^  director^  whoe  hath  undertaken  to  doe  such 
^^  works  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Company  will 
'*  dreyne  one  hundred  and  fowerscore  thousand 
*^  acres  or  thereabouts  within  the  space  of  one 
^  ycare,  and  that  they  shall  friendly  receive 
^  strangers  whoe  are  men  of  estates,  whoe  may 
^  have  good  bargains  for  their  money,  and  alsoe 
^  men  of  skill  in  works  of  this  nature,  whoe  may 
"  have  good  rewards  for  their  paines;  In  which 
"  perticuler  as  the  occasion  requires  they  desire 
"  yo'  Lo^p*  speedy  answere.  This  being  all  I 
^^  have  in  command  I  crave  leave  to  remayne 

"  Yo'  Lopp»  most  humble  Servant 

"  Middle  Temple,  "  George  Smith, 

«  14  Dec.  1649.  "  Clerke  to  the  Company." 

The  noble  Earl  does  not  appear  to  have  taken 
any  notice  of  this  application.  The  agreement 
between  Sir  Edward  Partheriche  and  the  Com- 
pany was  prepared ;  but  on  the  22d  Dec.  it  was 
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ordered,  that  Sir  Edward  Partheriche  be  desired 
to  declare  to  the  Company  on  the  following  day, 
whether  he  would  adhere  to  the  latter  of  bis 
two  former  propositions  or  not,  or  whether  he 
would  not  undertake  the  draining  of  the  north  part 
of  the  Level,  unless  he  undertook  the  whole^ 
To  this  proposition,  it  seems,  that  no  answer  was 
returned  by  Sir  Edward :  he  was  unable  to  cope 
with  the  wily  and  indefatigable  Dutchman.  On 
the  1st  Jan.  1660,  the  following  very  curious 
entries  were  made  x 

"  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden  offers  to  demon* 
^^  strate  to  the  Earle  of  Bedford,  the  Lord  Chiefe 
^^  Justice  St  John,  S'  Miles  Sandys,  S'  Edward 
'^  Partheriche,  M'  Henley,  and  M'  Latch,  that  Sf 
^*  Edvrard  Partheriche  his  designe  is  destructive  to 
'^  the  worke  of  dreyning  in  divers  perticulers; 
'^  Whereuppon  it  is  ordered,  that  to  a)orrowe 
"  morning  at  nyne  of  the  clocke  Sir  Cornelius 
"  Vermuyden  demonstrate  the  same  accordingly 
"  in  writing;  And  the  said  Earle,  the  Lord  Cheife 
^*  Justice,  and  the  rest  of  the  Gentlemen  before 
"  mentioned,  are  desii-ed  by  the  Company  to  re- 
"  ceave  the  same  and  to  declare  their  sense  thcre- 
*'  uppon  to  the  Company ;  And  M'  Carill  and  M' 
"  Jenyns  were  presently  desired  to  acquaint  the 
•*  Lord  Cheife  Justice  herewith  and  to  desire  his 
"  Lo^'P  to  be  p'sent  at  the  demonstration  thereof," 

"2°'*JanM650. 
''  Ordered,  that  S'  Edward  Partheriche,  M'  Hen- 
*^  ley,  and  M'  Latch,  do  consider  of  (he  nomination 
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*'  of  nyae  of  the  adventurers  and  participants  as 
*^  are  most  fitt  for  the  management  of  the  whole 


'^  worke  of  dreyning  on  the  behalfe  of  the  Com- 
pany^  and  of  all  such  powei-s  and  circumstances 
as  shal  be  requisite  to  enable  them  thereunto  j 
And  they  are  desired  to  deliver  their  sense 
tottchinge  the  same  to  the  Company  as  soone  as 
may  be.** 
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^^0**^  JanM650. 
"  Ordered  that  tlie  nyne  adventurers  hereafter 
**  named  or  any  five  of  them  shall  have  full  power 
for  the   management  of  the  whole  worke  of 
dreyning  accordinge  to  the  order  of  the  second  of 
January  instant ;  But  as  to  the  setting  of  taxes, 
selling  of  land,  and  takeing  of  acco^%  it  is  to 
be  done  as  formerly  if  this  order  had  not  bene 
**  made*** 

.  **  Ordered  that  the  fower  grand  days  in  the 
yeare,  viz.  Candlemas  day,  Assension  day,  Mid*' 
summer  day,  and  All  Saints  day,  are  appointed 
dayes  for  a  generall  meeting  of  the  whole  Com- 
^^  pany  at  nyne  of  clocke  in  the  forenoone,  where- 
^  by  they  may  receave  an  acco^  from  the  nyne 
"  Adventurers  or  some  of  them  by  the  appoint* 
'^  ment  of  five  at  the  least  that  are  chosen  for  the 
"  management  of  the  whole  worke  of  dreyning,  of 
^*  all  their  proceedings ;  And  if  any  of  the  Grand 
^^  dayes  fall  upon  the  Lord's  day  then  such  meet- 
"  ings  are  appointed  the  next  day  following,** 

**  Ordered  that  everie  adventurer  and  parti- 
'^  cipant  enter  in  the  clerke*s  booke  by  Candle* 

VDL.   !•  o 
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^  mas  day  next  at  his  perill  the  place  in  London 
where  and  the  partie  with  whome  hce  will 
have  notice  lefte  upon  any  occasion  touching 
the  proceedings  in  the  worke  of  dreyning  of 
the  Great  Levell  of  the  Fenns,  to  the  intent 
he  may  be  advertised  thereof  from  tyme  to 

^  tyme.  And  all  the  adventurers  and  parti- 
cipants are  to  take  notice  hereof  at  their  pe- 
rills,  whoe  are  to  be  concluded  by  the  orders 
of  the  rest  of  the  Company." 
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""  24"^  January  1650. 

^'  A  draught  of  Articles  of  Agreement  betweene 
^  the  Company  and  Sir  Cornelius  Vermayden 
touching  his  being  director  of  the  worke  of 
dreyning  was  read,  and  upon  the  reading 
^^  thereof  assented  unto  and  agreed  as  well  by 
^^  the  Company  as  by  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden;' 
**  Whereuppon  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  ar- 
ticles shal  be  ingrossed  and  the  com'on  scale 
of  the  Company  put  to  one  parte  thereof  by 
•*  Mr.  Henley  Treasurer  to  the  Company,  and  to 
**  be  delivered  to  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden,  the 
"  said  Cornelius  Vermuyden  sealing  and  deii- 
"  vering  the  other  parte  thereof  to  the  use  of 
"  the  Company." 


u 


''  25th  January  1650. 

"  The    Articles  of  Agreement  betweene  tie 
Company  and  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden  being 
ingrossed  according  to  a    former  order,    the 
^^  clerke  in  Mr.  Henley's  absence  is  ordered  to 
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^  pat  the  com'on  seale  of  the  Company  thereunto, 
^^  and  to  enter  one  parte  thereof  in  the  booke 
"  of  Entries." 

According  to  a  clause  in  the  Articles  of 
Agreement  betweene  the  Company  and  & 
'^  Cornelius  Vermuyden,  the  said  S'  Cornelius 
Vermuyden  declared  his  designe  to  the  Com- 
pany for  their  approbation;  and  upon  debate 
^^  and  consideration  thereof,  his  designe  was  apv 
^  proved  of  in  the  general!,  being  conceaved 
^'  by  the  Company  present  a  probable  way  to 
"  effect  the  worke  of  dreyning  according  to  the 
"  Act  of  ParliamC 

Thus  finally  triumphed  Sir  Cornelius  Ver« 
nmyden ;  and  the  consequences  of  his  victory  are 
felt  at  the  present  period.  The  reader  will  not, 
perhaps,  complain  that  he  has  been  so  long  de- 
tained by  the  consideration  of  these  proceedings ; 
tbey  are  essentially  important,  inasmuch  as  the 
plan  adopted  under  them  occasioned  the  works 
of  drainage  extant  even  at  this  day.  We 
will  now  proceed  to  consider  what  particular 
works  were  executed  under  this  contract;  and 
then  discuss,  not  only  the  merits  of  the  plan 
itself,  but  the  opinions  entertained  thereon  by 
persons  of  skill  and  science ;  and  submit  at  the 
same  time  some  biographical  notices  of  those 
eminent  and  exalted  personages  who  were  united 
with  William  Earl  of  Bedford  in  this  arduous 
undertaking. 


o2 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


f  t 


.  1 


Division  of  the  Great  Level.— The  Northy  Middle^ 
and  South  Level. — Their  respective  wtrhs  of 
Drainage y  8^c. — Commission  of  Adjudication. — ' 
Proceedings  with  reference  to  the  South  LeveL-^ 
Employment  of  Scotch  prisoners. 

ixrittoaof  the  It  is  necessaiy,  before  we  describe  the  works  ulti* 

^      mately  executed  under  the  plan  finally  adopted 

by  the  Company,  to  state,  that  Sir  Conielhiti 

Vermuyden  had  partitioned  the  Level  into  three 

App.  p. 349.     divisions :  the  North,  the  Middle,  and  the  South; 

by  which  names  they  are  distinguished  and 
known  at  the  present  day ;  and  will  presently  be 
distinctly  and  separately  noticed  with  reference 
as  well  to  their  respective  boundaries,  as  their 
internal  works  of  drainage.  Each  of  these  Levels 
has  its  particular  rivers,  banks,  works  of  drainage, 
and  outfalls  to  sea. 

North  Lerci         The  cxcrtions  of  the  Company  appear  to  have 

been  first  directed  to  the  drainage  of  that  part  of 
the  Level  which  had  more  particularly  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  original  Adventurei-s.  The 
lands  lying  between  the  Wei  land  River  and  Mor- 
ton's Learn  were  called  the  North  Level.    The 
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former  river  the  Company  defended  by  a  bank^ 
beginning  at  Peakirk,  running  to  Crowland,  and 
onwards  to  Brotberhouse,  there  uniting  it  with 
Holland  Bank,  which  bank  (as  all  the  great  banks 
generally  were)  was  made  seventy  feet  broad  at 
the  bottom,  and  eight  feet  in  height.  The  waters 
of  the  river  Nene,  descending  from  Northampton- 
shire, were  also  restrained  by  a  like  bank  extend- 
ing from  Peterborough  to  Guyhirn.  The  natural 
drains,  such  as  Shire  Drain,  &c.,  were  scoured  out 
and  opened.  The  outfall  by  Shire  Drain,  and  the 
slaice  at  Tyd  St.  Giles,  continued  the  same.  The 
fithiices  that  had  been  set  in  the  marshes,  at  an 
expense  of  25,000/.,  were  all  lost  and  abandoned. 
The  Company  also  made  some  very  judicious 
improvements  in  the  navigation  from  Wisbech  to 
Peterborough,  by  forming  a  river,  now  called 
Smith's  Leam,  as  a  continuation  of  HilFs  Cut, 
made  by  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford. 

*  The  Company  also  defended  the  Middle  Level  Middle  Lcrei 
from  the  overflowing  of  the  Northamptonshire 
waters,  (a  sasse  or  sluice  having  been  previously 
erected  at  Standground,)  by  a  large  bank  from 
Standground  to  Guyhirn,  where  it  unites  with 
the  great  Waldersea  bank.  This  bank  was  raised, 
chiefly  upon  the  foundation  of  that  which  had 
been  originally  begun  by  Bishop  Morton,  and  was 
subsequently  continued  by  King  Charles  the  First. 
ITie  waters  of  the  river  Ouze  were  restrained  by  a 
great  bank,  extending  from  the  high  lands  of  Over 
in  the  county  of  Cambridge,  near  Over-Cote, 
to  the  Hermitage  near  Earith,  where  a  navigable 
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848se  or  sluice  was  erected,  to  turn  the  upland  - 
floods  out  of  tbeir  natural  channel,  by  Ely,  into 
a  new  river  cut  by  the  Company,  called  the  New 
Bedford,  or  One  Hundred  Feet  River^  (parallel 
with  the  Old  Bedford  River,   cut    by  Francis 
Earl  of  Bedford,)  oommencing  a  short  distance 
below  the  great  bridge  over  the  old  river  Oqw^  . 
near  the  Hermitage,  and  running  thence  in  o 
nearly  straight  line  to  the  great  sluice  at  Denver,; 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk.    The  earth  coming  odt 
of  this  river  was  laid  on  the  south  side  thereoi^ 
and  formed  into  a  bank  of  threescore  feet  widp; 
at  the  bottom,  ten  at  the  top,  and  eight  feet  in 
height.    Another  great  bank  was  also  made  oa^ 
the  north  side  of  the  Old  Bedford  River,  tbm 
leaving  a  very  large  space  of  land,  containing^ 
upwards  of  5000  acres,  called  the  Washes,  for  the 
flioods  '^  to  bed  in,"  to  use  the  quaint  expresgim 
of  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden. 

The  Company  also  cut  or  completed  several 
artificial  rivers ;  viz.  Vermuyden*s  Eau,  or  the 
Forty  Feet  Drain,  extending  from  Welch's  Dam  to 
the  River  Nene,  near  Ramsey  Meer  ;  Hammond's 
Eau  near  Somersham,  in  the  county  of  Hunting- 
don  ;  Stonea  Drain,  near  March,  in  the  Isle  of  Ely; 
Moore's  Drain,  or  the  Twenty  Feet  River,  also  in 
the  parish  of  March  ;  Thurlow's  Drain,  or  the 
Sixteen  Feet  River,  extending  from  the  Forty 
Feet  to  Popham's  Eau ;  and  Conquest  Lode, 
leading  to  Whittlesey  Meer,  and  dividing  the 
parishes  of  Yaxley  and  Farcett,  in  the  county 
of  Huntingdon. 
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Tbey  also  cut  a  new  river,  called  the  Tongs; 
Drain,  or  Marshland  Cut,  without  the  boundary 
of  the  Great  Level,  in  order  to  obtain  a  quicker 
passage  for  the  floods  than  could  be  procured  by 
the  circuitous  course  by  Well  Creek  and  Salterns 
Lode ;  sluices  being  placed  at  both  ends  of  the^ 
drain.  Considerable  improvements  were  made. 
in  Whittlesey  Dike,  Popham's  Eau,  and  the  Old 
River  Nene. 

In  order  to  turn  the  tidal  waters  into  the  One 
Hundred  Feet  River,  as  well  as  to  prevent  the 
iipland  floods  reverting  up  the  Ten  Mile  River 
towards  Littleport,.  that  great  bone  of  ancient 
and  modem  contention,— Denver  Sluice,  was 
erected. 

Some  trifling  embankments  only  were  made,  sonthuni 
^yond  the  great  bank  already  mentioned)  for  ^^'^'^ 
the  protection  of  the  South  Level  against  the 
«pland  waters  descending  by  the  Cam,  and  also 
the  Mildenhall,  Brandon,  and  Stoke  Rivers. 

The  greatest  work  intended  for  the  benefit  Downham^or 
oi  the  South  Level,  was  the  cutting  of  a  large  Ean. 
river,  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  wide,  and 
ten  feet  deep,  extending  from  near  Denver  Sluice 
to  Stow  Bridge,  for  the  conveying  away  with 
greater  facility  the  flood  waters  descending 
from  the  several  rivers  within  the  South  Level. 

All  the  artificial  rivers  cut  by  the  adventurers 
bore  the  name  of  some  influential  member  of  the 
Company.  This  river  was  intended  to  have  been 
called  ^^St.  John*s  Eau,'*  in  compliment  to  Lord 
Chief  Justice  St.  John  ;  but  it  appears  by  the  fol* 
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lowing  entry  in  the  Order  Book  of  the  .Com- 
pany, that  this  honor  was  declined  by  his  Lord-^ 
ship : — 

"  26*^  April/ 1651. 

"  Mem:  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Sir  Cor- 
"  nelius  Vermuyden  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
''  Thurlow  on  behalf  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
"  Saint  John,  that  the  name  of  '*  Saint  John 

Eau''  may  be  spared  and  some  other  name  be 

given  thereunto.** 


It  was  ultimately  called  ^^  Downham  EoLn," 
from  its  vicinity  to  that  place. 

Sluices  were  also  erected  at  both  ends  of  this 
river. 
i   ^  Two  new  sluices  were  erected  at  Salterns  Lode, 

and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Old  Bedford  River^  for 
the  purposes  of  drainage  and  navigation,  and  the 
prevention  of  the  influx  of  the  tidal  waters  into 
the  Middle  Level ;  and  a  dam  was  made  across 
the  old  Bedford  River,  called  Welch's  Dam,  (a 
person  of  that  name  being  then  employed  as  one  of 
the  surveyors  of  the  Company,)  to  turn  the  waters 
of  the  Forty  Feet  into  the  Old  Bedford  River,  or 
to  the  outfall  near  Salter's  Lode,  by  which  dam  the 
upper  part  of  the  Old  Bedford  River  to  Earith  be- 
came abandoned,  and  has  been  since  used  only 
for  the  purpose  of  private  and  district  drainages. 

Divers  small  drains  were  also  cut,  such  as 
Grunty  Fen  Drain,  near  Streatham,  in  the  Isle  of 
Ely,  and  others ;— Reach,  Swaflham,  and  Bot- 
tisham  Lodes  were  scoured  out,  straightened,  and 
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enlarged ;  and  most  of  the  works  begun  by  Fran^ 
CIS  Earl  of  Bedford  were  completed  *• 

The  Company  also  set  out  the  following  public 
ways^  bridges^  and  forelands. 

One  highway  from  South  Eau  Bank  to  the 
North  Bank  of  Morton*s  Leam,  by  the  adven- 
turers'grounds  in  Sutton  Fen^  by  Gold  Dike/ of 
90  feet  wide. 

A  highway  of  60  feet  wide^  leading  from  Whit- 
tlesey to  Upwood  Hards^  and  to  run  through  the 
FjBns  of  Whittlesey,  Ramsey,  and  Upwood. 

Another  highway  of  40  feet  wide  from  the 
Stedds,  whei*e  it  crosses  and  meets  with  the 
former  at  BevilFs  Leam,  unto  Ramsey,  along  by 
Delphe^s  Dike  and  the  lotted  high  grounds  of 
Ramsey,  called  Mich  wood. 

A  way  upon  Vermuyden's  Eau  Bank,  leading 
from  Bedford  Drain  through  the  Fens  of  Byall, 
or  BalstaiFFen,  Doddington,  Chatteris,  and  Ram- 
sey»  and  from  Vermuyden*s  Eau  up  to  Ramsey 
Town,  as  should  be  found  most  convenient. 

One  way,  leading  from  Warboy*s  Wood  to  Ver- 
mnyden's  Eau,  of  60  feet  wide,  called  Puttock's 
Drove,  through  the  Fens  of  Wistow,  Ramsey,  and 
Warboys,  and  so  to  be  continued  to  Copholder 
Bank^  on  the  outside  of  the  Adventurers'  Dike  of 

*  A  more  enlarged  account  of  these  works  will  be  hereafter 
pfen  in  the  detailed  description  of  the  works  of  drainage  of  the 
lereral  Levels  j  and  the  reader  will  generally  find  himself 
nnich  assisted  by  reference  to  a  map  of  the  Bedford  Level  and 
its  vicinityy  published  by  the  author  as  a  companion  to  this 
woik. 
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Dikeamoor^  and  where  Dikeamoor  is  parted  by  a 
cross  line^  to  lead  on  that  way  to  Benwick  Town. 

One  way^  leading  from  Mepal  to  Chatteris 
Hards^  commonly  called  Ire  ton's  Way»  through 
the  Fens  of  Mepal  and  ChatteriSi  and  so  up 
through  the  common  to  the  highway  of  Chatteris* 

One  way^  leading  from  Marsh  to  Whittlesey,  of 
40  feet  wide,  by  the  bank  of  Ransom  MpQr^ 
adjoining  to  Burrow  Moor^  and  so  through  West 
Feu  and  Whittlesey  Fen  to  the  Gravel  near  tbt 
Cotes^  and  so  to  Whittlesey. 

One  way^  from  Morton's  Leam  South  Bank, 
along  Shaw's  Dike,  to  cross  the  highway  that 
leads  from  Whittlesey  to  Doddington,  and  to  be 
continued  so  far  that  all  the  lot  lands  in  West 
Fen  might  have  passage  that  way  unto  Veroiny- 
den's  Eau  Way. 

One  way,  leading  from  Upwell  to  Honey 
Hards,  and  so  through  the  Fens  of  Upwell,  Dod- 
dington,  aad  Chatteris. 

A  way  crossing  the  former  from  Wimblington 
to  Manea,  by  the  bank  called  Stonea  Bank,  and 
so  by  Oxwillow  Lode  to  the  bridge  upon  the 
Were  Pike,  near  Bedford  Drain. 

One  way,  leading  from  the  bridge  upon  Well 
Creek,  upon  London  Lode  Bank,  to  Calsy  Dik^ 
through  the  Fens  of  Upwell. 

One  way,  from  Friday  Bridge,  along  by  Elm 
Leam,  through  Elm  Common  and  Creek  Feo, 
unto  March  Stream. 

Another  way,  upon  the  bank  from  Eastwood 
over  to  Stonea,  and  so  on  upon  the  cross  bank  to 
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Btfuianioor^  and  thence  through  Binnamoor  to 
meet  with  the  highway  that  goes  by  Elm  Leam 
to  Friday  Bridge. 

One  highway  upon  Waldersea  Bank^  from  the 
Chaio  to  Hobb's  House^  and  so  along  the  Crosa 
Bank  to  Guyhim. 

Ope  other  way^  upon  Coldham  Bank^  and  so 
akmg  the  drain  that  now  goeth  that  way  on  the 
north  ride  thereof* 

A  highway  from  Peakirk  to  Guyhim^  to  be 
Oiade  along  the  drain  that  now  goeth  that  way 
on  the  north  side  thereof, 
r  Copholder  Bank,  to  be  a  common  highway  for 
the  adventurers. 

A  highway  in  Souiersham  over  the  comer  of 
the  foqrth  lot  into  the  second,  if  there  shonld  be 
needj  which  may  be  seen  upon  the  place  i  the 
rest  were  to  have  passage  by  the  highway  then 
already  made^  and  by  such  lands  as  should  be 
found  needfuL 

A  way  between  Wenney  Farm  and  Langwood 
Fen^  and  those  lands  there  between  the  8^  2>  3^ 
and  12  lots^  to  a  bridge  to  be  made  over  the  Forty 
Feet  Drain  next  or  through  Mr.  Russell's  land 
in  Byall  Fen^  for  Witcbam  men  to  come  to  their 
mead-lands^  as  should  be  thought  most  cop* 
venient  by  the  surveyor. 

On  the  South  Side  of  Bedford  River. 

A  highway  of  40  feet  wide  from  Southery  Town 
to  Feltwell,  leading  through  Southery  and  j^^ltr 
well  Fens. 
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Another  way  of  30  feet  wide,  leading  to 
Brandon  River  from  the  former,  betwixt  the 
Severals  of  Sir  Thomas  Wood  house  and  Feltwell 
Mow  Fen,  and  by  the  adventurers'  grounds  in 
Feltwell  Severals. 

A  highway  of  40  feet  wide,  passing  from  the 
Ouze  to  Littleport,  Chaire,  and  so  along  by  the 
adventurers'  dikes  of  Whelpmoor  and,  Burnt  Fen, 
up  by  Shippey  Farm,  Beggar's  Lode,  and  Milden- 
hall  Fens,  up  to  the  high  grounds  of  Mildenball, 
and  to  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  high- 
way there.  i  ' 

Two  ways,  meeting  with  the  former,  of  30 
feet  wide,  one  in  Whelpmoor,  betwixt  the  6th 
lot  and  the  adventurers*  pieces  in  Whelpmoor^ 
abutting  upon  the  Ouze.  Another  near  Undley; 
crossing  Pope's  Lode  to  Lakenheath  Severab,  in 
such  sort  that  every  piece  there  might  be  way*d  out. 

A  highway  from  Ely  Middle  Fen  along  by  the 
river  to  Prickwillow,  and  from  thence  along  by 
the  River  Ouze  to  the  end  of  Mildenhall  River, 
and  up  by  that  river  unto  Isleham. 

A  highway  from  Littleport  to  Southeiy  Ferry, 
and  so  through  Mr.  Skipwith's  grounds  to  the 
Great  Sasse  at  Salter's  Lode,  and  Dam  upon  the 
Ouze,  and  to  Downham  Bridge,  along  the  Old 
Ouze,  60  feet  wide. 

The  bank  of  Sir  Edward  Partheriche  to  be 
continued  to  Crouch  moor  for  a  highway. 

A  way  leading  from  Welney  to  Littleport 
Causey,  in  Westmoor,  of  60  feet  wide, 

A  way  from  Pyemoor  Plain  to  Downham  in 
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the  Isle^  to  answer  the  way  from  Manea^  upon 
Oxwillow  Lfode^  of  60  feet  wide. 

A  highway  from  Wicken  to  Reach  Lode,  of  30 
feet  wide,  along  by  the  adventnrers*  grounds. 
.  A  convenient  way  to  be  set  out  for  the  adyen- 
tnrers'  proportions  about  Burwell  and  Reach. 

A  droveway  from  Mepal  to  Welch's  Dam,  of 
60  feet  wide,  by  the  south  bank  of  Bedford  Drain, 
which  bank  was  to  be  reserved  for  planting  of 
wood  for  preservation  of  the  north  bank. 

A  highway  to  be  made  along  by  the  drain  that 
comes  from  Fordbam  Brook  to  Prickwillow.    ' 

For  Forelands,  North  Side. 

ft 

Between  Croyland  and  Peak  irk,  60  feet  to  be  set 
out  for  a  foreland  next  to  the  bank  in  the  Wash, 
the  dike  anciently  made  along  the  bank  not  to  be 
accounted.  '  ^ 

The  foreland  between  Croyland  and  Brother- 
house  to  be  at  the  inside  of  Porsand,  where  none 
was  to  be  had  at  the  outside. 

From  Guyhim  to  Peterborough^  on  the 

North  Side. 

A  foreland  of  60  feet  to  be  made  on  the  Wash 
ride,  the  Old  Dike  not  accounted,  until  they  come 
at  the  firm  clay  ground,  and  there  to  leave  it.     ^ 

From  Guybirn  to  Eldernell  and  the  High 
ground  also  60  feet  foreland  on  the  Wash  side. 

From  thence  to  the  Hards  of  Whittlesey  60  feet 
foreland  at  the  inside  to  be  taken. 

A  foreland  of  60  feet  wide  to  be  made,  from  the 
foot  of  the  north  bank  of  the  Wash,  by  Bedford 
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Drain,  which  foot  of  the  Imnk  was  t6  lie  cumtfnuei 
three  feet  over  the  dike  that  was  to  be  filled  ufi 
and  this  to  be  continued  from  Welch't  Daoi  to 
Salterns  Lode,  which  dike  was  to  be  12  feet  ia  tiM 
top,  and  so  to  continue  proportionably  antil  it 
should  be  20  feet  at  the  outfall  into  Onze. 

From  Mepal  upwards  to  Earith,  also  ft  forefftnd 
of  60  feet,  to  be  lockspitted  oat,  as  aforesaid 
l)elow  Mepal. 

On  the  South  Side. 

The  Company  were  to  take  from  or  near 
Swasesey  Hards  to  Mepal,  and  thence  unto  Sal- 
terns Lode,  on  the  inside  of  the  south  bank,  60 
feet  foreland,  the  Weredike  not  accounCed,  ex- 
<^pting  the  hard  lands  near  Mepal. 

Upon  the  several  rivers  of  Grant,  MildenfaaU^ 
Old  Ouze,  Brandon,  and  Stoke,  on  each  iide  d 
the  said  rivers  next  the  bank,  60  feet  foreland  to 
be  set  out  at  the  outside  thereof,  and  where  there 
was  no  place  wide  enough  at  the  outside,  then  to 
be  taken  at  the  inside  of  the  banks  beyond  the 
Were-dike. 

Additions  by  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden. 

A  way  to  join  unto  Yaxley  Drove-way,  for  the 
most  convenience  of  their  lands  and  the  town. 

A  way  to  Fassett,  and  along  the  Division  Dike 
of  the  adventurers*  lands  set  out  in  Fassett. 

A  way  to  strike  up  to  Whittlesey  by  one  of  the 
highways  set  out  in  Whittlesey,  going  to  the 
Commcms  of  Fassett. 

A  way  to  go  from  the  said  lands  to  the  high- 
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way  that  goeth  to  Upwood^  which  might  be  done 
by  or  along  Underwood*s  Drain,  or  otherwise  as 
the  sarveyor  should  see  most  convenient,  by  Be- 
vill's  Leam,  highway,  or  otherwise. 

Many  of  these  highways  are  now  lost  by  disuse ; 
others  are  become  parochial  roads ;  and  the  rights 
of  the  corporation  in  many  of  them  entirely  ne- 
glected. 


Bridges. 

OoB  bridge  over  the  New  River,  called  Bedford 
RtTer,  at  Sutton  Gault. 

One  other  bridge  over  the  said  New  River  at 
Mepal  Town. 

One  other  bridge  over  the  said  New  River,  near 
Oxwillow  Load. 

And  one  other  bridge  over  the  said  New  River 
at  Welncy  Town. 

Also  one  other  bridge  over  BevilVs  Learn,  lead- 
ings from  Whittlesey  to  Ramsey,  now  called  Pon*s 
Bridge. 

These  immense  works  were  not  carried  on 
without  considerable  interruptions  and  temporary 
delays,  sometimes  occasioned  by  failure  of  pecu- 
niary resources,  sometimes  by  want  of  the  requi- 
site number  of  labourers,  and  at  others  by  hostile 
appeals  to  the  commissioners  of  adjudication  ap- 
pointed by  the  act  These  appeals  were  generally 
fior  injuries  done  to  the  navigation^  or  claims  fix* 
damage  sustained  by  individuals  or  towns  during 
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the  progress  of  those  works.  Again  and  again 
was  the  Earl  of  Bedford  compelled,  not  only  to 
pay  his  taxes  in  advance,  but  also  to  join  in 
giving  security  for  sums  borrowed,  and  to  noake 
advances  of  money  to  many  of  the  partici- 
pants. His  liberality  was  unbounded^  bis  per- 
severance astonishing,  his  attendance  unremitted. 
His  lordship  had  evidently  acquired,  not  only  a 
complete  knowledge  of  the  subject,  but  also  the 
habit  of  conducting  the  business  of  the  Company, 
and  of  amalgamating  the  discordant  materials  of 
which  the  meetings  were  too  often  composed. 
In  his  endeavours  to  carry  into  execution  this  most 
arduous  and  patriotic  undertaking,  be  ei\joyed 
for  some  time  the  co-operation  and  concurrence  of 
the  Earl  of  Arundel*,  which  concurrence^  however, 
did  not  long  continue ;  and,  amidst  other  mprtir 
fications,  the  Earl  of  Bedford  was  doomed  to  wit- 
ness the  desertion  of  his  noble  friend  and  fellow- 
labourer  in  this  great  cause.  On  the  19th  of  April, 
1651,  the  Earl  of  Arundel  sent  his  agent  to  a 
meeting  of  the  Company,  to  inform  them,  not 
only  of  his  intention  to  pay  no  more  taxes,  but 
that  the  Company  might  dispose  of  his  land  as 
they  thought  fit ;  and  soon  afterwards  the  whole  of 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  Lord  Arundel,  amount^ 
ingto5900  acres,  were  sold  to  William  Stephens, 
of  the  Middle  Temple,  Esq.,  for  the  sum  of  three 

♦  Henry  Frederick,  Earl  of  Arundel  and  Surrey :  he  was  sum- 
moncd  to  parliament  in  the  life- time  of  his  father,  as  Baron 
Mowbray.  His  lordship  married  Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  of 
Esme  Stuart,  Earl  of  March,  afterwards  Duke  of  Lennox. 
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shillings  and  nine-pence  per  acre»  and  the  E^rl 
took  no  further  interest  in  the  work  of  drainage. 
About  the  same  time,  Sir  Thomas  Thynne,  the 
ancestor  of  the  present  Marquess  of  Bath,  also 
retired  from  the  Company.  Whatever  might 
have  been  their  motives  for  withdrawing  from 
this  perilous  undertaking,  it  doubtless  helped  to 
multiply  the  difficulties  of  the  Company,  at  that 
period  in  a  woeful  state  of  pecuniary  distress. 
The  Lord  Chief  Justice  Saint  John  still  adhered 
firmly  to  the  cause ;  and  without  his  skill,  legal 
advice^  and  determined  perseverance,  that  cause 
would  probably  have  been  entirely  abandoned. 

Let  us  here  pause  to  put  upon  record  some  par- 
ticulars of  this  highly  gifted  individual — one,  to 
whose  memory  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  owes, 
even  at  this  distant  period,  the  tribute  of  un- 
bounded respect  and  gratitude.  Francis  Earl  of 
Bedford  was  a  man  of  great  discernment  of  cha^ 
racier ;  he  was  proud  of  cultivating  talent,  and  of 
fostering  genius.  He  must  himself  have  been  pos- 
sessed of  no  small  calibre  of  mind  to  have  dis- 
cerned the  merits  and  become  the  protector  of 
Pym  and  of  Hampden^  as  well  as  the  patron  of 
Saint  John. 

Oliver  Saint  John  was  a  near  relative  of  the 
Earl  of  BuUingbrooke,  one  of  the  parties  to  the  App.p.  lu. 
Indenture  of  Fourteen  Parts ;  and  a  family  alliance 
existed  with  the  house  of  Russell.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  is  probable  that  Francis  Earl  of 
Bedford  became  acquainted  with  those  rare  abili- 
ties, which  were  afterwards  so  essential  to  the  suc- 
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cess  of  a  cause  so  near  and  dear  to  hrs  (St.  John's) 
early  patron.  In  the  year  1630,  Oliver  Saint  John 
was  admitted  a  student  of  Lincoln's  Inn.  He 
was:  the  eldest  son  of  Oliver  Saint  John,  of  Caven- 
ham,  in  Bedfoi*dshire.  Being  attached  to  the 
cause  of  liberty,  he  was  soon  (through  the  in* 
fluence  of  his  noble  patron)  raised  to  conse- 
quence,  having,  under  his  auspices,  been  elevated 
to  the  situation  of  Solicitor  General.  It  i^  said^ 
that  the  King,  upon  learning  that  Saint  John 
had  connected  himself  with  the  parliamentary 
leader,  vainly  attempted  to  conciliate  and  win 
him  over  to  the  royal  cause.  Saint  John  was 
appointed  one  of  the  Parliamentary  Com^iis- 
sionera  of  the  Great  Seal ;  then  Attorney  General ; 
and  upon  the  death  of  Lord  Chief  Justice  Banks, 
be.  was  constituted  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Common  Pleas.  He  held  situations  under  the 
Commonwealth  through  all  the  revolutions.  He 
was  of  the  council  of  state  in  the  years  1649^  and 
1650.  He  was  fixed  upon  by  the  parliament  to 
go  into  Holland^  as  ambassador  from  the  Com- 
monwealth, after  the  murder  of  Dorislaus.  This 
embassy  proved  ineffectual^  and  Saint  John,  after 
an  absence  of  a  few  months,  returned  to  £ng^ 
land. 

In  all  probability,  his  journey  into  Holland  ex- 
tended his  knowledge  of  those  works  of  drainage, 
in  the  progress  of  which  he  still  continued  to  take 
a  most  active  and  prominent  part.  It  must  be 
confessed,  however,  that  he  deserted  his  patrons  at 
the  restoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second ;  and 
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was  perhaps  too  justly  accused  of  ingratitude  by 
the  friends  of  the  Comnionwealth.  Although  this 
desertion  presents  an  unfortunate  blot  in  his  escut- 
cheon^ yet  his  memory  ought  ever  to  be  cherish- 
ed ;  and  he  himself  must  ever  be  entitled  to  the 
highest  praise  and  gratitude^  as  the  projector  of 
the  Act  of  Navigation^  the  real  foundation  of  the 
naval  greatness  of  England ;  the  principles  of 
which  have  been  recently  most  sacrilegiously 
overturned  by  vain  sciolists  and  theori  sts^  unfo- 
tonately  backed  by  a  House  of  Commons  neither 
returned  by,  nor  sympathizing  with,  the  feelings 
and  wishes  of  a  brave  and  generous  nation  *. 

*  The  English  government  had  in  rain  attempted  to  ce- 
ment an  intimate  commercial  union  with  the  republic  of  the 
United  Provinces.  Saint  John's  embassy  had  proved  a  com- 
plete failure.  Having  now  received  every  kind  of  contumely 
and  affront^  the  parliament  determined  to  adopt  such  proceed- 
ings as  they  conceived  must  be  conducive  to  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  their  country,  without  being  restrained  by  any 
tender  regard  to  the  interest  of  their  neighbour  Commonwealth* 
Both  states  were  obviously  commercial.  The  Dutch  possessed 
a  country  of  little  produce,  and  could  scarcely  subsist,  certainly 
could  not  become  opulent,  but  through  the  medium  of  trade. 
Oireat  Britain  was  an  island  with  many  ports,  and  every  con- 
venience for  shipping.  She  could  not  defend  herself  from  the 
ambition  or  insolence  of  her  neighbours,  but  by  means  of  her 
navy.  At  the  same  time,  her  soil  was  fertile,  and  her  manu- 
factures prosperous.  The  two  countries  were  therefore,  in 
the  common  construction,  rivals.  Such,  very  properly,  was- 
the  opinion  of  the  English  statesmen.  They  desired,  in  the 
first  place,  a  perfect  union  of  interests.  But  if  that  could  not 
be  effected,  tHey  looked,  in  the  next  place,  to  whatever  could 
render  their  commerce  flourishing,  and  their  navy  powerful. 
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The  assistance  of  Saint  John  was  iniportant  to 
William  Earl  of  Bedford,  not  only  from  his  high 
judicial  rank  and  character,  but  from  his  natural 
influence  with  the  commissioners  of  adjudication 
and  appeal  established  by  the  act.  Those  com- 
missioners held  their  sittings  with  great  regu* 
larity  ;  receiving  with  attention  all  complaints  ; 
deciding  with  much  caution,  and  the  utmost  im- 
partiality ;  counsel  were  heard  at  considerable 
length ;  the  most  eminent  men  at  the  bar  were 

It  was,  doubtless,  this  train  of  ideas  that  led  to  the  Act  of 
Navigation,  which  was  prepared  by  Saint  John,  and  was 
brought  into  Parliament  by  that  al)le  and  acute  stateman 
Bulstrod  Whitlocke.  The  more  Saint  John  had  reason  to  be 
dissatisied  with  his  late  adventure  to  Holland  as  a  statesman, 
tiie  more  determined  he  seemed  to  persist  in  the  occa- 
pation.  He  was  a  man  of  much  subtlety  of  invention,  and' 
great  resources  of  ingenuity  and  refinement ;  but  all  these  ad- 
vantages had  been  lost  by  the  perverse  turn  the  Dutch  nc^tia- 
tion  had  taken.  He  resolved  not  to  be  finally  judged  by  that 
unfortunate  specimen,  but  in  some  way  to  shew  himself  to  the 
world  for  what  he  was  intrinsically  worth.  We  owe,  therefore, 
in  some  degree,  to  the  miscarriage  of  Saint  John's  embassy  to 
Holland,  the  strenuousness  and  energy  of  his  subsequent 
labours. 

The  famous  and  immortal  Act  of  Navigation  was  brought 
into  Parliament  the  6th  of  August,  1651,  and  received  its  final 
sanction  on  the  9th  of  October  following.  The  provisions  of 
this  law  were,  that  no  produce  of  any  of  our  colonies  should 
be  brought  into  this  country,  but  in  ships,  the  property  of  Eng- 
land or  its  colonies ;  and  that  no  produce  or  manufacture  of 
any  part  of  Europe,  should  be  brought  here,  but  in  ships,  the 
property  of  England,  or  of  those  countries  respectively  of 
which  the  goods  were  the  proper  produce  and  manufactnre. 
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retained  od  both  sides ;  and  the  court  seemed  to 
attract  general  attention.  Nor  can  this  be  mat- 
ter of  surprise^  when  we  consider  that  this  court 
was  composed  of  the  most  distinguished  and 
learned  men  of  that  very  enlightened  period  of 
English  history. 

But  to  return  to  our  subject. — The  works  pro- 
ceeded  with  rapidity,  and  without  any  material 
interruption,  although  not  without  occasionally 
encountering  the  collision  of  conflicting  interests. 
The  commissioners  of  adjudication  were  inde- 
fatigable in  their  attendance ;  constant  attention 
was  given  to  the  numerous  petitions  presented 
to  them ;  and  their  decisions  appear,  upon  the 
whole,  to  have  given  satisfaction.     At  length  the 
period  arrived  when  the  Earl  and  the  other  ad- 
venturers thought  they  had  made  such  progress 
in  the  drainage,  as  entitled  them  to  call  upon 
the  commissioners  for  an  adjudication,  and  the 
consequent  allotment  of  a  proportionate  part  of 
the  95,000  acres  which  had  been  already  set  out 
by  the  Saint  Ives  Law,  but  under  which  law  no 
legal  possession  had  been  given.     The  commis- 
sioners cheerfully  entertained    the    application^ 
and  took  immediate  steps  to  ascertain  whether 
they  could,  with  an  honest  and  consistent  dis- 
charge of  a  great  public  trust,  comply  with  the 
request.    They  appointed  a  special  court  to  be 
held  at  Wisbech,  and  directed  the  Company  not 
only   to  attend  the   meeting,  but  also   to  give 
previous  notice    to  all   the   towns  included    in 
that  part  of  the  Great  Level  which  was  stated 
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to  have  been  drained,  of  such  intended  meeting, 
in  order  that  the  commissioners  might  hear  if 
any  complaints  yet  existed  against  the  proceed^ 
ings  of  the  Company.  The  commissioners  also 
desired  the  Company  to  be  prepared  \rtth  evi- 
dence to  prove  the  completion  of  the  contract, 
as  far  as  they  required  adjudication.  The  fol- 
lowing proceedings  prove  that  the  commis- 
sioners proceeded  with  great  caution  and  cir- 
cumspection^ and  cannot  be  otherwise  than  in- 
teresting to  many  readers  of  this  work. 

''  Die  Veneris,  28  die  Febr.  1650* 

'^  Comission''  present  in  the  Middle  Temple 
''  Hall: 

^'  Lo:  Com'.  Whitelocke,^     Keepers 

'*  Lo:  Com'.  Lisle,  J  GrLt  scai. 

"  S'  John  Danvers,  ^^  Mr.  Eltonhed  (one  of 


"  Mr.  George  Goodwyn,  the  Welch  judges), 

'*  Mr.  Henrie  Darley,  '*  Mr.  Steele,  Recorder 

«  Col.  Val.  Walton,  of  London." 
'' »  John  Trevor, 

"  Whereas  the  Adventurers  for  dreyning  of 
"  the  Great  Levell  of  the  Fennes  acquainted 
*'  the  comissioners  at  their  meeting  this  day 
in  the  Middle  Temple  Hall,  that  they  had 
(at  their   great  costs  and    charges)   dreyned 


(€ 


*  Some  little  confusion  and  error  may  perhaps  occur  at 
this  period  as  to  datcs^  arising  from  the  circumstance  of  the 
year  then  commencing  on  the  25th  of  March. 
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a  great  part  of  the  said  Levell,  viz.:  T^at 
part  thereof  lyeing  on  the  North  side  of  Bed- 
ford River;  and  thereof  they  desired  that 
^'  the  Com"  would  by  such  meanes  as  they  in 
**  their  wisdomes  shall  thinke  fit,  satisfie  them- 
"  selves,  to  the  end  that  they  may  adjudge  the 
*'  same  dreyned,  and  give  the  Adventurers  pos- 
^'  session  of  their  severall  proportions  within  App.3;5,376. 
**  the  said  part  of  the  Levell  alleadged  to  be 
^  dreyned  as  aforesaid,  accordinge  to  the  intent 
*^  of  the  said  acte :  Whereupon  and  upon  read- 
"  inge  of  that  part  of  the  said  acte,  the  said 
"  Comission'*  thought  fitt  and  did  agree  to 
"  adjoume  their  meetinge  to  Wisbich,  and  from 
**  thence  to  Peterborough;  To  the  end  they 
myght  both  by  view  and  by  examination  of 
witnesses  upon  oath,  satisfie  themselves  of 
^^  the  truth  of  what  the  Adventurere  alleadged ; 
**  And  accordingly  doe  adjourne  unto  Wisbich 
"  the  2 1  St  of  March  next,  and  from  thence 
"  they  doe  agree  to  meete  at  Peterborough  on 
"  the  24th  of  the  same  month ;  And  did  like- 
wise order,  that  notice  should  be  given  to 
the  country  of  the  said  two  severall  meet- 
ings ;  And  did  likewise  issue  forth  two 
warrants  under  their  hands  and  scales,  for 
"  the  attendance  at  such  respective  meetings." 

The  lords  commissioners  arrived  at  Wisbech 
on  the  day  appointed,  and  at  the  first  meeting  and 
session  the  following  lords  were  present : 
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"  Lord  Com'  Whitelocke,  "  William  Leman^ 
"  Lord  Com'  Lisle,  "  John  Sadler, 

''  Sir  John  Trevor,  "  Edward  Eltonhed, 

^'  Sir  John  Bouchier,        "  Jeremiah  Whitchcott.'* 
"  TalbottPepis,Recorder| 
of  Cambridge,  ^ 

This  meeting  was  held  at  the  School-house  in 
Wisbech.  Several  petitions  were  presented  to  the 
lords  commissionersi  and  the  respective  parties 
heard  thereon;  after  which  they  adjourned  to 
meet  at  Peterborough,  on  the  24^  day  of  March. 

commisrion  it      ''  At  a  mcctinge  and  session  of  the  lordes  and 

"^"^     "  other  comissioners,  in  pursuance  of  the   acta 

"  of  parliament  for  dreyninge  the  great  Levell  of 

*^  the  Fennes,  by  adjournment,  held  at  Peterburgh, 

"  24*^  of  March,  1650: 

"  Com"  present  at  the  Towne  Hall  at 

Peterburgh." 

"  Lo:  Comiss' Whitelocke,  "  Mr.  Talbott  Pepis, 
"  Lo:  Comiss'  Lisle,  Rec' of  Cambridge, 

"  S'  John  Trevor,  "  Mr.  Leman, 

"  S'  John  Bouchier,  "  Mr.  Sadler, 

"  Mr.  Whitchcott." 


Edward  Lyons  (after  the  acte  of  parliament 
read  over)  made  oath,  that  on  10*  March  in- 
^*  stant,  he  gave  notice  of  the  comissioners'  meet- 
"  inge  at  Wisbech,  21'*,  and  at  Peterborough,  24*** 
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"  March  instant,  unto  31  parishes  hereafter  fol- 
"  lowinge,  viz*., 

«  Cbartris,  "  Mepoll, 

"  Somersham,  "  Wisbich, 

"  Conington,  "  Stilton, 

**  Glayton  and  Holme,  "  Fassett, 

Stanground,  <^  Ramsey, 

Glinton,  '^  March, 

Peterburgh,  "  Doddington, 

"  Crowland,  "  Peakirke, 

«  Outwell,  ''  Whittlesey  S*  Maries, 

"  Caldicott,  "  Whittlesey  S*  Andrews, 

"  Warboys,  '*  Denver, 

*•  Woodwalton,  "  Sutton  in  Holland, 

"  Upwell,  «  Salterie, 

"  Upwood,  "  Eye, 

"  El  me,  **  Sutton  in  the  Isle, 

"  Yaxley." 
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**  The  lords  and  other  comiss"  doe  adjourn  to 
"  meet  again  at  the  Towne  Hall  in  Peterburgh 
"  aforesaid,  by  two  o'clocke  in  the  afternoon." 

"  Comiss"  present  in  the  Towne  Hall  at  Peter- 
'^  burgh,  in  the  afternoone ; 

**  Lord  Com'  Whitelocke,     "  Mr.  Leman, 
"  Lord  Com'  Lisle,  "  Mr.  Sadler, 

""  S'  John  Bouchier,  "  Mr.  Eltonhed, 

"  S'  John  Trevor,  "  Mr.  Pepis, 

''  Mr.  Whitchcott." 
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^^  Names  of  the  witnesses  examined  this  day, 
^^^wbose  depositions  are  enrolled  in  Cbauncery, 
*^  are  as  foilowetb  : 

^^  Wm.  Stringer,  "  John  Turner, 

"  George  Giapthorne,        "  Robert  Margeram, 

"  Thomas  Measure,  "  Robert  Burton.** 

"  The  said  lords  and  other  comissioners  doe 
"  adjourne  to  meete  againe  in  the  Towne  Hall  of 
of  Peterborough  aforesaid,  to-morrow  morning, 
being  the  25^^  of  this  instant  March.** 


**  Comission^'  present  in  the  Towne  Hall  at 
"  Peterborough,  on  Tuesday,  the  26**"  of  Maix;h, 
"  1651 ; 

"  S'  John  Trevor,  **  Mr.  Leman, 

''  Mr.  Talbott  Pepis,     ^  "  Mr.  Eltonbed, 

Rec'  of  Cambridge,^  "  Mr.  Sadler, 

"  Mr.  Whitchcott." 

"  Names  of  the  witnesses  examined  this  day, 
"  whose  depositions  are  enrolled  in  Cbauncery, 
**  are  as  foilowetb,  viz*., 

^'  George  Giapthorne,  "  Jonas  Moore, 

"  Ro.  Burton,  *'  John  Turner, 

"  Nich.  Palmer,  "  Tho.  Saundy, 

''  John  Rayner,  "  Geo.  Preston, 

"  John  Man,  "  Wm.  Caterell, 

"  Wm.  Collins." 
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The  said  comissioners  doe  adjoarne  to  mecte 
againe  in  the  Minster  Church  at  Peterborough 
«  forthwith." 

"  Coui'»  present  in  the  Minster  Church  at 
"  Peterborough^  on  Tuesday,  being  25^  of  March, 
''  1661  ; 

**  Lo:  Com"  Whiteloclc,  ^*  Mr.  Leman, 

"  Lo:  Com'  Lisle,  "  Mr.  Sadler, 

"  S'  John  Trevor,  "  Mr.  Eltonhed, 

''  ^  John  Bouchier,  "  Mr.  Whitchcott.** 
"  Mr.  Talbott  Pepis,          . 
Recorder  of  Cambridge,! 


Ci 


Upon  hearing  many  petitions,  Mr.  Attorney 
liall.  Attorney  Gen"  of  the  Dutchie,  of  counsell 
'*  with  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  his  adventurers  and 
^'  participants,  humbly  moveth,  That  in  regard  it 
*'  appeared  to  the  com",  by  their  owne  view  and 
'^  cleere  testimony  of  witnesses,  that  all  that  part 
"  of  the  Levell,  lyeing  on  the  north-west  part  of 
*^  Bedford  River,  conteyninge  one  hundred  and 
^  seaventy  thousand  acres,  or  thereabouts,  was 
'^  dreyned  according  to  the  acte  of  pai*liament  in 
'^  that  behalfe,  at  the  charges  of  the  said  Earle, 
''his  adventurers  and  participants,  which  had 
*^  cost  them  above  170,000/.,  that  the  said  com" 
^  would  proceed  to  adjudge  the  same  dreyned 
'^  accordingly,  and  to  give  seizen  and  possession 
**  to  the  sayd  Earle,  Edward  Russell  ♦,  Robert  ^pp*  p-  3^*- 

*  Edward  Russell^  Esq.,  was  the  fourth  son  of  Sir  WiUiam 
Rossell^  knight,  afterwards  created  a  baronet,  by  the  name. 
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"  Henley  *,  and  Robert  Castell  -f-.  Esq"*,  and  their 
^^  beires«  upon  the  trust  in  the  acta  of  parliament, 
'^  of  their  proportion  of  the  95,000  acres,  lyeing 
"  within  the  part  of  the  Leveil  dreyned,  which 
"  was  heretofore  sett  forth  in  October,  in  the  13^ 
^'  yeare  of  the  late  King  Charles :  Whereupon  the 
^'  coin"  doe  order  to  advise  thereon,  and  do  ad- 
^^  journe  from  hence  presently  to  the  signe  of  the 
"  Angell,  in  Peterborough,  where  they  will  fur- 
^^  tber  heare  what  can  be  said  on  either  side.** 

'^  Comissioners    present  at  the  signe   of  the 
"  Angell,  in  Peterborough,  the  25^  March,  1651. 


8ty1e^  and  title  of  Sir  William  Russell,  of  CbippeDhanij  in  the 
county  of  Cambridge.  The  patent  bears  date  I6th  Jan.  1020-90. 
This  dignity  was  conferred  upon  him  for  his  many  yearn'  ser- 
vices as  Treasurer  of  the  Navy.  Sir  Edward  Russell  was  buried 
at  Chippenham.  The  estate  was  afterwards  purchased  by  the 
Earl  of  Orford,  then  became  the  residence  of  George  Biont- 
gomery,  Esq.,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  a  very  elegant 
and  hospitable  family  of  the  name  of  Tharpc. 

•  Robert  Henley,  Esq.,  was  ancestor  of  Baron  Henley, 
afterwards  created  Earl  of  Northington,  (Lord  High  Chancellor 
of  England  J  which  title  became  extinct  in  the  year  1787. 

t  Robert  Castell,  Esq.,  was  the  owner  of  a  very  considerable 
estate  at  Glatton,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon.  He  was  the 
maternal  ancestor  of  that  branch  of  the  Sherard  family,  which 
has  for  many  years  resided  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon ;  the 
present  representative  of  which  family  is  Castell  Sherard,  Esq., 
who  occasionally  resides  at  Godmanchester.  In  the  event  of 
the  death  of  the  present  Earl  of  Harborough  without  male 
issue,  the  ancient  Irish  barony  of  "  Leitrim'*  will  descend  to 
Mr.  Sherard,  the  earldom  and  English  honours  becoming  ex- 
tinct. The  family  still  are,  or  lately  were,  the  owners  of  the 
estate  at  Glatton. 
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•*  Lo:  Com'  Whitelocke,  "  Mr.  Leman, 

**  Lo:  Com'  Lisle,  "  Mr.  Eltonholt, 

"  Sir  John  Trevor,  "  Mr  Sadler, 

•'  Sir  John  Boiichier,  "  Mr.  Whitcheott." 
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The  sayd  comi",  upon  their  owne  view  and  Arp.p.376;. 
testimony  of  witnesses,  are  satisfied,  and  doc 
adjudge  that  above  30,000  acres  of  the  said 
'*  Great  LeveU  of  the  Fennes,  viz*.,  All  that  part 
^  of  the  Great  Levell,  lyinge  on  the  north-west 
"  part  of  the  Bedford  River,  and  conteyning 
"  1 70,000  acres,  or  thereabouts,  are  dreyned  ac- 
*'  cording  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
^  said  acte  of  parliament.'* 

**  The  sayd  Comissioners,  accordinge  to  the   App.  p  37A 
•*  power  given  to  them  by  the  said  acte  of  par- 
'^  liament,  doe  give  unto  William  Earle  of  Bed- 
*•  ford,  Edward  Russell,    Robert    Henley,    and 
"  Robert  Castell,  Esq'^,  and  their  heirs  (upon  App.  p.372l 
''  such  trusts  as  are  mentioned  in  the  said  acte 
*^  of  parliament)   seizen  and   possession   of  his 
"  and   their    proportions    of    the  95,000  acres, 
"  lyinge  within  the  quantity  of  acres  adjudged 
^  dreyned  as  aforesaid,  as  the  same  have  here- 
**  tofore   byn  sett  forth  in  October,  in  the  13th 
^  yeare  of  the  raigne  of  the  late  Kinge  Charles, 
"  To  be  holden  of  the  mannor  of  East  Green- 
"  wich   by  fealty  onely,    in  free  and    common 
soccage,  and  not   otherwise,  Subjecte  never- 
tbeles  and  lyable  to  such  alterations,  burthens, 
*^  recompences,  and  powers,  as  in  the  said  act 
•  are  expressed.** 
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**  It  is  ordered,  that  an  instrument  be  pre- 

'^  pared,  conteyning  the  aforesaid  adjudication, 

and  delivery  of  seizen  and  possession,  accord- 

ing  to  the  true  intent  of  the  aforesaid  ad- 

"  judication,  seizen,  and  possession,  whereto  the 

Com"^*    will   put  to  their  hands   and  seales; 

And  that  one  part  thereof  may  be  enrolled 

iu  Chauncery  for  safe  custody,  and  the  other 

part  remaine  with  the  Earle  of  Bedford,  his 

^'  adventurers   and  participants;  It  is  ordered, 

^*  that  a  warrant  bee  drawne  accordinge  to  the 

App.  p.  381.    "  power  given  them  by  the  sayd  acte  of  par- 

*'  liament,  directed  to  the  several  Sheriflb,  and 
^^  all  other  officers  and  ministers  of  the  respec- 
^*  tive  countyes  in  which  the  sayd  Fean 
^^  Grounds  doe  lye,  to  require  thena  to  be 
^^  aydinge  and  assistinge  accordinge  to  the  true 
'^  intent  of  the  said  acte  of  parliament^  to  be 
^^  signed  and  sealed  by  the  said  Commissioners.'* 
^^  It  is  ordered  by  the  said  ConF*,  that  care 
'^  be  taken  that  such  depositions  and  exaini- 
"  nations  as  are  taken  in  writinge  by  the  Co- 
"  missioners,  may  be  enrolled  in  Chauncery  for 
*^  safe  custody." 

"  The  said  Commissioners  present  doe  ad* 
journe  to  meete  againe  at  the  signe  of  the 
Angell  in  Peterborough  aforesaid,  at  9  o'clocke 
to-morrow  morning,  being  the  26th  of  March, 
''  1651." 

"  Comissioners    present    at    the    Angell,    in 
"  Peterborough,  on  Wednesday,  26th  of  March, 

''  1651  ; 


UNDBR  THE  COMMONWEALTH.  1223 


^'  Lo3  Com^  Whitelocke,  '*  Mr.  Recorder  Pepis, 

"  Lo:  Com'  Lisle,  "  Mr.  Eltonhed, 

''  »  Jo:  Trevor,  "  Mr.  Sadler, 

''  S'  John  Bourchier,  ''  Mr.  Whitcheott.'* 
"  Mr.  Leman, 


$€ 
€€ 


^^  Names  of  the  witnesses  examined  this  day, 
whose  depositions  are  enrolled  in  Chauncery, 
are  as  followetb,  vizS, 


€€ 


Algernon  Peyton,  "  W«»  Palmer, 

"  Edw^  Bellamy." 

^  The  said  Comisaioners,  in  pursuance  of 
'^  their  former  order,  did  sett  their  hands  and 
^  scales  to  an  Instrument  or  Acte  of  Adjudi- 
^  cation,  consisting  of  seven  skins  of  parch- 
^  ment,  which  is  to  be  enrolled  in  Chauncery, 
^*  for  safe  custody;  And  alsoe  the  said  Com- 
''  issioners  did  then  and  there,  in  pursuance  of 
**  the  said  order,  sett  their  hands  and  seales 
*^  to  a  warrant,  directed  to  the  several  sheriffs 
^^  of  the  respective  countyes  to  be  ay  ding  and 
<<  assisting  according  to  the  intent  of  the  said 
^  acte  of  parliament,  a  true  coppie  of  which 
^  warrant  followeth  in  theis  words,  viz\  : 

**  Bulstrod  Whitlocke  and  John  Lisle,  two  AdjuAcatioo. 
*'  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Great 
"  Scale  of  England,  &  John  Bourchier,  Kn', 
«  S^  John  Trevor,  Kn*,  Talbott  Pepis,  Esq.,  Wil- 
liam Leman,  Esq.,  John  Sadler,  Esq.,  Edward 
Eltonhed,    Esq.,   and    Jeremiah    Whitchcott> 
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**  Esq.,  Comissioners  amongst  others  by  afl 
"  Acte  of  this  present  Parliament,  for  dreyning 
"  the  Great  Levell  of  the  Fennes,  extendinge  it- 
"  selfe  into  the  county es  of  Northampton,  Nor- 
folke,  Suffoike,  Lincolne,  Cambridge,  and 
Huntingdon,  and  the  Isle  of  Eiie,  or  some 
of  them,  to  doe  and  acte  as  by  the  said  acte 
of  parliament  is  appointed,  To  the  severall 
Sheriffes  for  the  tyme  being  of  the  said  severall 
countyes  of  Northampton,  Norfolke,  Suffoike, 
Lincolne,  Cambridge,  and  Huntingdon,  and 
**  to  all  other  officers  and  ministers  of  all  and 
^^  every  the  said  respective  countyes,  greeting ; 
"  Wee  have,  according  to  the  powers  given  us 
by  the  said  acte  of  parliament,  after  our 
owne  view,  and  upon  full  hearinge  of  all  pe- 
titions and  objections  offered,  and  examination 
of  witnesses  upon  oath,  touching  the  dreyning 
"  of  the  said  Great  Levell  of  the  Fennes,  at  a 
session  held  by  adjournment  at  Peterborough, 
in  the  said  countye  of  Northampton,  the  24th 
day  of  March,  1650,  adjudged  all  that  part  of 
*^  the  said  Great  Levell  of  the  Fennes  lying  on 
the  north-west  part  of  Bedford  River  to  be 
dreyned  in  such  sort  as  by  the  acte  of  parlia- 
^'  liament  is  appointed  to  bee  dreyned;  amount- 
*^  inge  in  the  whole  to  One  hundred  and  seventy 
"  thousand  acres  or  thereabouts  ;  and  in  further 
"  pursueance  of  the  powers  given  to  us  by  the 
"  said  acte  of  parliament,  have  by  an  instrument 
"  indented  under  our  hands  and  scales,  given 
^'  unto  William  Earle  of  Bedford,  Edward  Rus- 
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"  sell,  Esq'.,  Robert  Henley,  Esq^,  and  Robert 
"  Castle,  Esq'.,  and  their  heires,  upon  the  trusts 
*'  in  the  sayd  Acte  of  Parliament  expressed,  seizen 
^  and  possession  of  fiftie-eigbt  thousand  two 
"  hundred  acres  one  rood  and  fifteen  perches 
particularly  expressed  in  the  said  instrument 
indented,  lyinge  within  the  said  bounds  of  the 
said  Great  Levell,  parcell  of  ninety-five  thou- 
•*  sand  acres  heretofore  sett  forth  in  October  in 
*'  the  thirteenth  yeare  of  the  reign  of  the  late 
*^  King  Charles,  To  be  holden  of  the  manner  of 
^*  East  Greenwich  in  fee  and  common  soccage 
**  by  fealty  only,  subject  and  lyable  nevertheless 
^^  to  such  alternate  burthens  powers  and  recom- 
pences  as  by  the  sayd  Acte  of  Parliament  the 
same' are  subjecte  and  lyable  unto :  And  there- 
fore by  virtue  of  and  according  to  the  autho- 
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*'  rity  given  us  by  the  sayd  Acte  of  Parliament 
**  Wee  hereby  will  and  comand  you  and  every 
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of  you  to  be  ayding  and  assisting  in  all  and 
singular  the  premises  as  you  will  answer  the 
•*  contrary  at  your  perills.  Given  under  our 
'^  hands  and  scales  at  Peterborough  the  26th 
'*  day  of  March,  Anno  d'ni  accordinge  to  the 
"  English  accompt  1651.** 


"  B.  Whitlock,  (l.  s.)  ^'  Wm:  Leman, 

*'  Jo:  Lisle,  (l.  s.)  ''  Jo:  Sadler, 

"  Jo:  Trevor,  *'  Edw:  Eltonhed, 

"  Jo:  Bourchier,  "  Jer:  Whitchcott.'^ 
"  Tal:  Pepis, 
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Tbi$  A^  of  AdjwUcii^iOa^  An()  the  itepoaition^ 
eif  tbe  witnesses,  were  Mtbseqpeptly  enrolled  hi 
the  High  Court  of  Cbaneeiy. 

The  Earl  of  Be^for^  and  sev^?w}  of  hifi  pfrrtlc^* 
pants  atteadecl  the  meeiingsc  of  the  Im49  C^m- 
misrio9ers  of  Adjudication,  hpth  a(  Wiabef^  and 
at  jAsterborough.  The  attaiimiejnt  ef  %\dh  n^udi- 
oation  was  of  the  iittinQ$ViifipAir<;£ino«  |o,  tib^  in- 

tfr^sts  of  the  Compa?}^   It  pro^od  th«  feaeibUitf 

of  the  meas^i^'e  iL  U  ga^ve  €)on$df^o§  tq  |ho  pro- 
ceedings ;   it  r^i^vigowt^d;  those  who^  eflR^rts 
ha^  sl9c\i^ei^;d  in  despaki^  9A4  "^hfm  h#avt8  bad 
«9Jkened    with    l^op^    d/^t^.^       Im    ahPVdf  H 
p^^^ed  t\f^^  updertai^Bg  upp%  a  fir«;  wd  slabk 
Hystem^  ^y  givmg  to^  ^he  9^v^tfi\  adirep^tfttfes  a 
legal  title,,  and  a  poAft^^vie  possession  of  (tie  tfiv^nd 
laiifds  ifi^o!u(4ed  within  the  liqiits  o|  ^noti  «<)^df- 
•oation.    Mupfa,  how0yef>  stiH  remained,  to  be  ao- 
eomplished.      Nothing  bad  been   done  towards 
perfecting  the  drainage  of  the  South  Level;  and 
the  works  already  exeputed  in  the  other  Levels 
required  CQn)9itant  care  and.  per|)etual  expepse. 
The  £arl  of  Bedford  did  not  relax  in  his  e^tertions. 
It  was  the  peculiarity  of  bis  character,  ix\  pro* 
portion  to  the  multiplicity  and  magojtiiide  oj[  the 
difficulties  by  which  he  was  surrounded,  to  pos- 
sess energy  of  his  mind,  to  contend  with,  and  to 
vanquish  them.    What  pen  can  do  j^ustice  to  the 
virtuous  efforts,  and  the  extraordinary  exertions 
o^  this^ amiable  and  benevolent  nobleman  ?    Why 
has  his  memory,  and  the  memory  of  his  noble 
father,    slumbered   for    ages,    unnoticed    in  the 
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sttefit  tomb?  Was  there  no  pen  able  and  wilKng 
to  record  an  imperishable  testimony  of  their 
pati^ice,  Cbeir  perseverance,  and  their  philan* 
tiirophy  ? — Statoes  ought  to  have  been  ereeted 
t»  their  memories  in  every  town  and  village 
within  the  Great  Level ;  and  parents  should  have 
tiii^t  their  children  to  lisp  in  gratitude  the 
naiaes  of  these  incomparable  noblemen,  the  firm, 
the  persevering,  the  watchful  guardians  and  bene* 
£rietors  of  a  country  regenei*ated  by  their  unceasing 
exertiiona. 

Immediately  after  the  adjudtcation,  the  Earl  Proceediogt 
of  Bedford  called  a  general  meeting  of  the  Con^  to  the  sooth 
pany,  to  t^e  into  consideration  the  state  of  th6 
South  Levels  and  the  best  mode  of  draining  the 
same;  a4  wlueb  meeting  it  was  agreed,  after  some 
serious  debates,  that  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden 
stumld  present  to  the  Company  a  specific  plan, 
which  he  accordingly  did;  and  the  executiiiKi  of  th^ 
wiNPks  was  entrusted  to  his  care,  as  director  gene« 
ral.    This  plan  will  be  more  fully  detailed  in  the 
progress  of  this  work.    The  projected  sche^ne  of 
drainage  advanced  at  first  but  slowly.      Great 
difficulties  arose  in  collecting  the  taxes  imposed  by 
the  Company.  Persons  interested  in  the  navigation 
between  Cambridge  and  Lynn  abated  nobbing  of 
their  original  hostility  to  the  measure,  and  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  still  continued  adverse 
to  a  general  drainage :  hence,  considerable  ineon^ 
venience  was  experienced  from  the  inability  of 
the  Company  to  procure  a  sufficient  number  of 
workmen.    Another  cause,  besides  disincliiifition 
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^^  cellencye  the  lord  generally  that  hee  would  bee 
<'  pleased  to  appoint  some  person  in  nature  of 
'*  a  provost  niai*shall  to  wbome  the  Companie 
would  allow  a  reasonable  salary  for  bis 
service  to  take  the  care  of  tbem^  and  prevent 
*^  their  straglinge,  and  punish  the  offefiUer; 
^^  and  wee  intended  to  have  clothed  them  all  in  a 
^'  white  habite,  or  some  other  colour,  with  eappes 
^^  of  a  different  colour,  whereby  they  might  bee 
*^  known  from  Englishmen ;  and  lay  a  charge  upon 
^^  our  overseers  and  officers  in  the  workes*  if  any 
**  of  them  were  absent  from  theire  worke^a  or 
^'  did  oppose  the  established  government,  to  give 
^'  present  notice  to  the  provost  marshall,  who 
^'  had  the  charge  of  them^  to  apprehend  and  pun- 
^^  ish  them  as  the  state  or  his  excellenoye  should 
^*  please  to  directe.  And  wee  did  hope  that  they 
*^  might  have  byn  brought  into  so  good  diseipline 
"  as,  receiving  a  fitting  reward  from  us  for  theire 
"  labour,  they  might  have  had  just  cause  to  blesse 
**  God  for  the  parliamentary  mercy  to  them.  By 
"  an  order  from  the  counsel!  of  state,  of  the  10th 
^'  of  this  instant,  we  understand  that  security  is 
required  to  pay  5/.  for  every  man  (exceedinge 
10  in  a  100^,)  which  shall  goe  beyond  Trent,  or 
**  which  shall  act  any  thinge  prejudicial  to  the 
^'  state,  which  is  an  engagement  the  companie 
"  are  fearefuU  to  enter  into  for  persons  of  theire 
"  qualitye  and  condition;  and  therefore,  unless 
^^  the  state  shall  be  pleased  to  take  off  the  secu- 
"  ritye  by  theire  order  required,  and  accept  other 
*^  said  proposalls,  which,  as  wee  conceive,  is  all  wee 
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"  t^hn  safely  do(i,  wee  dare  not  nieddle  with 
^'  them,  which  wee  thidke  our  dtity  to  make 
^  known  to  yonk*  lordshipp,  t)einge  very  6orfy  for 
^*  j6\it  lo^shipp^ii  ttotible  in  this  busines,  for 
^  #faieh,  as  wee  ha^e  juiit  cailse,  wee  shall  ever 
^  acknowledge  ybtir  lbrdshit)t>*8  fa^of  intended  to 
^  the  eoinpataie  het^in,  and  eict^ressed  upoh  all 
^^  occasions  both  to  the  companie  in  generall  hhd 
^  in  fMit  loiilsbipp's  tnost  humble  ISiirvante, 

*•*  J6fin  Fftantayiie,  "  Jobii  Latch,  « uAOet 

^  _.  1651.- 

**  Robdrt  Henley,  "  Roger  North, 

^  Jdha  Treoeburd,  <' Thomto  AUeyd." 
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«  14*  Obto'.  1651. 
Mr.  Sayi  Mi\  Tr^Uch^d,  Mr.  Hehl^,  Mr. 
'*  FouDtayne,  and  Mi't  Lattib,-  or  any  tvo^o  df  them, 
^y  M^  desired  to  way  16  on  his  Excellency  th^locd 
'^  geherall,  to  obteyftfe  a  wafi^ant  fb^  the  delif ery 
*'  Df  the  Scotch  pHsonerS,  for  the  use  of  the  eotn- 
•*  paoie,  accordi nge  to  the  ordef  of  the  counsell 
6f  state,  and  to  make  the  best  contract  ihey  can 
toiichinge  the  s&id  prisoners,  and  idth  least 
^  prgadice  to  the  Companie,  and  to  |]Mciire 
<'  the  delivery  of  tbd  said  prlsohei's  ^t  EHth  if 
"  (hey  can/ 

*'  Mr.  Noi^th^  Mr.  Ti*ettchard,  M^.  Fountayhe, 
''  and  Mr.  Bradley^  Mi*.  Henley,  and  Mr.  Thif- 
'^  ford,  or  any  two  of  them,  at*e  desii^d  to  take  a 
"  list,  and  view  and  make  choice  of  sueK  of  the 
"  Scotch  prisoners  as  they  shall  conceive  fitt  for 


it 


if 


232  STATE  OF  THE  GREAT  LEVEL 

^^  the  service  of  the  Companie,  in  order  to  the 
*^  sendinge  of  them  to  the  Fennes.** 

Memorand :  To  imploy  the  Scottish  prisoners 

first  for  securinge  the  adjudged  part  from  the 

country,  and  to  perfect  the  general!  workes 

of  the  Companie  on  the  north  side  of  Bedford 

"  river,  before  they  bee  imployed  on  the  south 

''  side." 

'^  Whereas  the  counseli  of  state  have  thought 
''  fit,  by  their  order  of  13th  October,  1661,  to 
^^  appointe  such  Scottish  prisoners  as  are  fitt  and 
"  able  to  worke  to  be  sett  on  worke  by  the  Com- 
panie   in  the  workes   of  the  Fennes.     And 
whereas  Major  Miller,  Major  of  Colonell Baxter's 
**  regiment,  hath  recommended  one  John  Johnston 
for  a  person  very  fitt  to  I'eceive  and  take  the 
care  of  the  said  Scottish  prisoners  according  to 
'\  the  said  order.  It  is  therefore  ordered,  that  the 
"  said  John  Johnston  doe  reeceive  the  said  Scot- 
tish prisoners,  and  hee  is  to  take  care  that  the 
said  Scottish  prisoners,  or  any  of  them,  doe  not 
•*  depart  or  absent  themselves  contrary  to  the 
**  said  order ;  but  cause  them  to  bee  sett  on  worke 
in  such  sort  as  the  Companie,  or  five  or  more  of 
them,  or  their  ofiicers  in  the  Fennes,  shall  from 
tyme  to  tyme  directe ;  and  for  his  paynes  hee 
shall  receive  a  fitting  sallary,  to  bee  paid  him 
"  by  the  receiver  or  expenditor  for  the  Com- 
*^  panic,    for  which  this  order   shall  bee  theire 
"  warrant.'* 
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"  15"*  October,  1661. 

'^  Ordered,  that  Thomas  Banbury  and  Hugh 
'^  Famham  or  one  of  them  do  receive  at  Erith 
'^  one  hundred  and  sixtie  six  Scotch  prisoners 
'^  from  Corporall  Foster,  for  the  use  and  service 

of  the  Companie  of  Adventurers  for  dreyninge 

of  the  Great  Levell  of  the  Fennes,  and  to  give 

a  receipt  for  so  many  as  he  shall  receive,  not 
^^  reckoning  women  or  boys,  hee  or  they  giving 
"  secority  to  Gualter  Frost,  Esq',  Secretary  to 
'^  the  Counsell  of  State,  accordinge  to  an  order 
''  of  the  Counsell  of  State  of  the  13"^  of  Octo- 
''  ber  1651  ;• 

^  Ordered,  that  Thomas  Bunbury  and  Hugh 
''  Famham,  or  such  as  shall  receive  the  Scotch 
^^  prisoners  from  Corporall  Foster  to  the  use  and 
*^  service  of  the  Company,  shall  be  disposed  and 
^^  imployed  in  the  workes  of  dreyninge  as  An- 
'^  thony  Hamond,  John  Thurlow,  and  John 
"  Walker,  Esq'*",  or  any  of  them,  shall  directe 
^'  and  appointe.'' 

"  Ordered,  that  all  the  officers  of  the  workes 
^^  in  the  Great  Levell  of  the  Fennes  shall  use 
'^  their  best  endeavours  to  prevent  all  or  any  of 
^^  the  Scotch  prisoners  nowe  sent  down  from 
"  goinge  beyond  Trent  without  the  leave  of  those 
^^  that  shall  bee  authorized  by  the  Counsel!  of 
^  State  or  the  Adventurers  for  dreyninge  the 
**  said  Great  Levell  in  pursuance  of  the  order 
"  of  the  Counsell  of  State  of  the  1 3*^  of  October 

"  1651." 

"  Ordered,  that  John  Kelsey  be  overseer  in 
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*^  chiefe  of  all  Ibe  Scotch  prisoners;  And  wherein 
*^  hee  shall  find  any  thing  atniss  oi^  deftotive  in 
them  or  any  of  the  workes  of  the  whole  LeVell, 
to  endeavour  the  amendment ;  And  forthwith 
to  oertifie  the  Companie  the  truth  of  the  saitie; 
And  for  his  sallary  hee  shall  receive  and  bate 
ten  shillings  sixpence  a  weeke  for  the  yeart 
ensuing,  to  begin  from  this  daie»  whereof  hee 
shall  have  nyne  ihillinges  paid  unto  him  Wedci- 
ley  or  monthley  as  bee  shall  desire^  and  the 
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^  rest  at  the  yeare's  ende.** 

^  It  is  ordered)  that  thft  clarke  of  the  Companie 
^^  do  once  every  month  certifie  to  the  CSoaiibeU 
^^  of  State  the  number  of  the  Scottish  prieoiiers, 
^'  and  what  decrease  there  is  of  them  cyth&  by 
^'  death  or  otherwise }  And  all  the  Officers  of  the 
^  Companie^  in  case  of  absence  or  death  of  any 
^'  of  them^  are  forthwith  to  certifie  the  samei  to 
^^  the  clarke  of  the  Companie)  and  however 
*'  once  every  month  to  certifie  the  Company 
*^  what  number  of  Scottish  prisoners  are  updti 
**  the  works/* 

**  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Jessop,  receiver  of  the  Com- 
*'  panie,  do  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  all  such  some 
^'  or  somes  of  money  as  have  or  shall  be  ekpfstkd^d 
*^  and  layd  out  in  order  to  the  going  down  of  the 
^  Scottish  prisoners  as  shall  be  set  down  id  Writ- 
^'  inge»  and  allowed  by  Robert  Henley  and  John 
*'  Fountiiyne  Esq^;' 

^'  Oi-dered^  that  666  yards  of  white  kersey^  not 
^*  exceedinge  the  rate  of  2^.  or  2s.  3d,  tfafC  yafd, 
'*  bee  coBtracted  for^  which  is  lo  bee  made  use 
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"  of  in  makinge  clothes  for  the  use  and  service 
^  of  tbe  Scottish  prisoners  now  sent  downe  into 
'*  the  Fennes ;  And  Co"  Samuel  Jones,  one  of  the 
^  members  of  the  Companie,  is  desired  to  contract 
''  for  the  same  for  the  best  advantage  to  the 
^*  Companie;  whereupon  the  Companie  allowinge 
^  thereof^  M'  Jessop  the  receiv'  is  to  make 
"  payment  accordingly.** 

•*  M^morand:  That  M'  Bradley  is  desired  to 
"  make  enquiry  of  the  price  of  cappes,  which 
*^  are  to  be  bought  and  sent  downe  for  the  use 
**  and  service  of  the  Scottish  prisoners^  lately 
**  sent  downe  upon  the  workes.** 

'•  Memor:  That  M'  Trenchard  is  hereby  con- 
*'  tendedi  and  doth  agree  to  be  responsible  for 
**  Que  William  Cristen,  and  M'  TrafFord  doth  the 
"  like  for  one  William  Worley,  two  of  the  Scot- 
*'  tisb  priisoners ;  and  they  doe  undertake  that  the 
^  said  prisoners  shall  be  ready  at  the  disposal 
'^  of  the  Companie  whensoever  they  shall  think 
"  fitt.'* 

Ordered,  that  a  letter  be  written,  and  sent 

downe  to  Mr.  Hamond  and  Mr.  Thurloe,  &c., 
*•  with  copies  of  the  several  orders  made  this  day, 
**  whereby  they  may  be  acquainted  with  the 
''  proceedings  of  the  Companie  as  touchinge  the 
^  goinge  downe  of  the  Scottish  prisoners  to  be 
"  imployed  in  the  workes  of  tbe  Fennes/* 

"  16^  October,  16S1. 
'^  It  is  ordered  by  the  Compaoict  of  Adventiurera 
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*  :or  areyiiinge  the  Great  Levell  of  the  Fennes, 

*  :uiiC  the  bearer  hereof,  Thomas  Bonbory,  doe 
'  ^vith  ail  convenient  specde  repayre  to  Yorke, 

-  Mxd  ^pply   himself  to    the    comander  of  the 

*  ^larU  of  the  Scottish  prisoners  there,  and  to 

*  Jtr$ire  to  see  them  drawne  forth,  and  thereby 

*  to  iuforme  himselfe  how  many  able  persons 
-*  chere  are  of  them  hayle  and  sound,  without 
'"^  vives,  and  willinge  and  accustomed  to  labour ; 
"^  and  forthwith  to  return  the  Companie  acco^ 
^  thereof  l)y  the  first  post ;  that  according  to  an 
*^  onler  of  the  Counceil  of  State  in  that  bebalfe 
*  of  tho  13^^  October,  1651,  the  Companie  may 
^  pit) vide  for  the  disposal  of  such  of  them  at 
'^  IVtorburgh  as  are  fit  for  theire  service." 

*•  l>nleivd,  that  Thomas  Bunbury  doe  receive 
^  them  at  Peterburgh,  and  give  security  as  hee 
*^  hath  done  for  those  att  Totchill  Fields." 

••  l>rdorod,  that  a  letter  be  written  to  S'  Will" 
'^  AUanson  to  desire  him  to  write  to  the  Com- 
'^  ittissionors  at  York,  to  send  to  Peterburgh  all 
•"  suoh  Scottish  prisoners  as  Thomas  Bunbury 
'"  shall  allow  of,  and  certifie  the  tyme  when  they 
^  shall  bee  there.*' 

••  i>nlorod,  that  Mr.  Walker,  one  of  the  mem- 
♦^  Ik^rs  of  the  Companie,  bee  desired  to  goe  downe 
^  to  Yorke,  there  to  exercise  power  of  comptroU 
•^  over  Thomas   Bunbury,  in  the  choice  of  the 

-  SiVttish  prisoners,  and  that  none  bee  chosen 
•*  but  men  hayle  and  sound  of  bodie,  and  able 
••  and  fitt  for  labour." 
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''  22^  October,  1651. 
^  Proposition  beinge  made  for  some  gratuity 
^  to  bee  given  to  Corporall  Foster,  and  the  con- 
'  voy  that  went  downe  with  the  Scottish  pri- 

*  soners;  whei*enpon  the  Companie  ordered,  that 
^  theire  receiver  do  give  them  fortie  shillings  as 
"a  gratuity  from  them.'* 

^  Motion  was  made  that  the  Companie  would 
^  entertayne  some  Scottish  prisoners  that  are 
^  now  at  Nottingham,  and  they  shall  be  deli- 
••'vered  at  Erith,  without  any  charge  to   the 

*  Companie." 

''  Memor:  Mr.  Trenchard  is  desired  to  treat 
^  with  some  man  to  provide  shoes  for  the  service 
^  of  the  Scottish  laborers^  some  to  be  of  12,  some 
^  13^  and  some  of  14  sizes." 

**  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Fountayne,  Mr.  Henley, 
"  0en',  Mr.  Latch,  and  Mr.  Brown,  or  any  two 
"  of  them,  are  desired  to  meete  to-morrow  morn- 
^  inge,  and  then  agree  for  the  sending  down  of 
"  cappes,  for  the  service  of  the  Scotch  laborers, 
^  and  at  what  rates  and  prices,  and  to  conclude 
^  and  agree  for  the  same.** 

"  23^*  Octo^  1661. 
*^  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Jessop,  receiver  of  the 
^  Companie,  do  pay  all  such  several  bills  of 
^  expences  as  are  to  bee  paid  for  and  towards  the 
^  provision  of  clothes,  shooes,  and  other  neces- 
^  saryes^  for  the  service  of  the  Scotch  prisoners 
^  imployed  in  the  workes ;  the  said  several 
^  bills  beinge  first  approved  of  and  signed  by 
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"  Robert  Henley  and  John  FouDtayDe,  Esq*; 
^^  aad  this  order  shall  be  the  receiver^  war- 
''  rant." 

"  5!^  Nove»ber,  16i5l. 

*'  A  question  beinfe  put^  whether  or  not  the 
'^  Company  will  have  aoy  more  Scetcb  worker 
''  men  imployed  on  the  worker  it  was  resolved  in 
*'  the  aflSrmative.*' 

^  Another  question  beinge  also  pu^  how  Hifuiy 
"  more  shalt  be  imployed^  H  wa&  resolved  there 
*^  should  bee  as  many  more  impioyed  M  wiH 
^  make  up^  those  now  iniployed:  a  UMHisand 
^  Scotch  Mrockefuen.'* 

^•W  Nor.  1661. 

^^  Upon  readmg^  at  letter  from  Me.  Watteiv  at 
**  Yoitke^of  the  11"^  ins^.,  it  is  ordered,  th^t  a  letter 
be  seat  unto  him  as  fdloweth,  (viz.) 


u 


''  Sir, 
"  Your  letter  from  Yorke,  of  the  1 1*''  inst*.,  tbe 
"  Companic  received  the  last  night*  and  upon 
"  reading  thereof  thought  it  not  necessary  to 
"  write  more  unto  you  than  onely  to  refer  you  to 
"  tbeire  former  letters,  wherein  they  si^ified 
**  their  resolutions  of  havinge  as  many  of  the 
*^  Scotch  pri8onei"S  at  Yorke  as  are  fitt  fou  thtire 
service ;  and  that  you  should  do  your  besl^  to>pat 
the  chai-ge  of  conducf  ing  them  to  Peteitnn^b, 
"  or  at  least  some  part  thereof  upon  tfee  0€Mnrtry; 
**  and  likewise  to  delay  the  recet vinge  of  tbem  as 
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'^  loDg  09  yon  ceuM,  without  endangering  the 

^*  totall  k>osinge  of  them.    They  iotreat  you  to 

^^  pM«iie  the  inadrnctkma  you  reeeWed  in  theire 

^  said  foraier  letters,  sod  tymely  to  give  tbeni 

^  notice  wben  the  Scotts  will  bee  at  Pet^rburgh. 

f  ^  Fof  shooea  and  stockins  wee  know  not  how  to 

I  ^  aToyd  the  providinge  of  so  many  as  are  ii«ces- 

[  ^  aary^  and  wholly  leave  )t  to  your  discretion  to 

H  mamage  it  for  the  best  advantage  of  the  Oom- 

^  panie.    For  the  allowance  in  theire  niarch  yoa 

^BHWtdoitas  cbeape  as  you  can.    Those  that 

^  imit  from  Itanee  were  allowed  4d.  per  diem, 

*  a|id.2Q«.  oiser  fov  tbe  whole  qumber,  txit  wee 
^  are  informed  that  was  too  little ;  wee  take  no 
^  caie  a£  moaoy  foi>  you,  in  regard  your  letter 
^  saieflr  yoti  UHiyi  bee  farniiahed  by  Mr.  Berry, 
^  wkoM  bill  tlM^  Qwnpanije  will  take  caoe  to.  pay 

*  fortthifitils.     'S'bit  beksg^  ah  in  eharge,  I  rest^ 

*^  Sir, 
"  YoMir  humble  Seru*., 

•*  19*^  Nov:,  t65;l. 
^  ^fbew  is  ao  order  of  Parliament  made  this 
"  dale,  that  it  is  death  without  mercy  for  aity  of 
^  tba  ScQftta  w^iob  vun  await,  and  it  iscaow  print- 
^  ii^  and  it  abatt  be  sent  youi  by  tJb^  next ;  and 
^  tho.  Conway  expect  that  Kelsey  and  tbe  pro- 
^  l/Mk  oiajrabaU^  John  Stan,  take  care  for  retaking 
^  fiwhiaii'  ai!e  orsballf  run^away^  that  ju&kice  may 
**  bee  done.** 
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"  24*^  November,  165L 
"  Ordered,  that  500  copies  of  the  order  or  re^ 

"  solve  of  parliament,  made  tte  19^  November 

'^  last  past,  touching  the  Scottish  prisoners,  bee 
forthwith  printed  at  the  charge  of  the  C!om- 
pany,  and  they  are  to  be  dispersed  all  over  the 
Level],  and  fixed  upon  some  convenient  place 
in  every  towne,  to  the  intent  that  justice  may 

^^  bee  done,  and  marshall  law  executed  upon  all 
such  Scotch  prisoners  as  are  taken  runninge 
away,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  parliament. 
And  Mr.  Jessop  is  to  pay  a  marke  for  printing 

^^  the  said  order ;  and  this  shall  bee  his  discharge.*" 

^^8*^  December,  165 1. 

"  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Moore,  the  surveyor,  shall 

^^  have  four  Scotts  prisoners  allowed  for  to  assist 

^^  him  in  rowing  and  carryinge  the  chaynei  and 

"  other  imployment,  in  order  to  the  surveyingeof 

"  the  Fennes ;  and  Mr.  Walker  is  to  give  direc- 

"  tions,  that  so  many  of  the  Scotch  prisoners  be 

"  drawne  out  for  the  service  aforesaid.    And  when 

the  said  Mr.  Moore  hath  noe  other  imployment 

for  them,  they  are  to  return  to  the  other  workes 

"  again." 

"  Memo":  The  Company  do  agree,  that  on 
"  Monday  come  fortnight  next,  so  many  of  the 
members  of  the  Company  as  are  willinge  may 
then,  if  they  please,  take  into  consideration 
the  entertaynment  of  the  Scotch  prisoners  for 
"  theire  private  occasions." 


c< 
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"  24***  December,  1651. 
"  Ordered,  that  every  private  man  whatsoever 
*^  that  desires  to  have  his  land  hassaeked  by  the 
'^  Seotts  shall  henceforward  allow  unto  the  Com- 
pany six  shillings  an  acre  for  every  acre  so 
hassaeked.  And  in  regard  Mr.  Henley  does 
*^  offer  six  shillings  an  acre  for  every  acre  of 
^  his  owne  adventure  land  as  shall  be  hassaeked 
^  by  the  Seotts,  it  is  further  ordered  by  the 
Company,  that  Gabrieli  Ellyott  his  servant  doe 
imploy  so  many  of  them  as  by  Mr.  Hamond 
shall  be  thought  necessary  to  be  forthwith 
sett  a  worke  and  imployed  in  hassacking  Mr. 
Henley's  owne  Adventure  Landes." 
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''  31"*  December,  1661. 

*•  Memor:  to  get  500  Scotch  prisoners  from 
*^  Durham  to  bee  sent  to  Lynne  according  to 
*^  the  order  lately  made  at  the  Counceil  of 
•^  State.- 

^*  Ordered,  that  the  Seotts  that  are  not  yet  fur- 
**  nished  with  clothes  bee  forthwith  provided  for 
^^*4iere  according  as  the  other  Scotch  prisoners 
**  were,  and  at  the  like  rates." 

"  9  Januarv,  1651. 
'^  Whereas  there  are  severall  Scotch  prisoners 
*^  that  are  destitute  of  shirts  sutes  and  stockings, 
^^  and  are  now  imployed  on  the  workes:  It  is 
"  ordered  that  266  shirts  be  forthwith  bought, 
'^  and  128  sutes  and  stockings  provided  at  the 
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'^  charge  of  the  Company;  And  it  is  further 
"  ordered  that  Mr.  Henley  and  Mr.  Thurloe,  or 
"  any  one  of  them,  be  desired  to  sign  the  parti- 
^'  cular  bills  that  shall  be  brought  in  touchinge 
the  premisses ;  whereupon  Mr.  Jessop,  receiver 
of  the  Company,  or  in  his  absence  Mr.  Dalton, 
is  forthwith  to  pay  the  respective  bills.** 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Saye  be  desired  to  speake 
*^  with  Sir  Arther  Hazlerigge  touchinge  the  600 
^  Scotch  prisoners  now  att  Durham,  and  to  de- 
**  sire  him  to  give  warrant  to  Mr.  Walker,  one 
^  of  the  members  of  the  Company,  who  is  desired 
to  take  the  paines  to  goe  downe  to  Durham 
to  have  them  delivered  at  Lynne  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Company;  in  which  imployment 
'^  the  Company  desire  him  to  follow  the  same 
^'  course  as  hee  did  in  the  choice  of  the  prisoners 
"  at  Yorke.** 

"  Memor:   That   the    clerk   of  the   Company 

^*  forthwith  repayre  to  the  secretary  of  the  Coun- 

"  sell  of  State,  and  take  out  the   order  of  the 

*^  Counsell  for  the  Scotch  prisoners  at  Durham 

to  be  imployed  on  the  workes,  and  to  deliver  it 

to  Mr.  Saye.*" 

Ordered,  that  my  Lord  S*  John,  or  whom  his 
'*  Lordship  shall  name,  shall  have  power  to  choose 
twenty  Scotch  prisoners  out  of  the  number  of 
those  that  lately  came  from  Yorke  to  bee  im- 
*^  ployed  by  himselfe  in  his  owne  perticuler 
*'  aflayres  as  his  owne  servants,  and  accordingly 
*^  to  provide  foi*  them  for  clothes  and  otherwise ; 
*^  And  his  Lordship  is  likewise  to  paie  to  the 
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^^  Company  so  much  money  as  it  cost  them  to 
^^  bring  the  said  twenty  .prisoners  from  Yorke 
'^  to  Peterburgh.  And  his  Lordship  is  hereby 
^^  desired  to  give  order  that  a  certificate  be  made 
^^  to  the  Counseli  conceminge  the  said  prisoners 
^  in  such  manner  as  the  Company  are  obliged 
''  to  doe/' 

''  ISFebruaiy,  1651. 
^^  Ordered^  that  the  156*  shirts^  and  128  sutes 
'•  and  stockins^  now  provided  by  Mr.  Henley 
^^  for  the  Scotts  imployed  on  the  works^  in  pur- 
^  snance  of  an  order  of  the  9th  Jan.  last^  bee 
*'  forthwith  sent  down  to  Mr.  John  Crane,  of 
^  Cambridge,  and  from  thence  to  Mr.  Hamond, 
^*  att  Wilburton,  who  is  desired  to  dispose  thereof 
^'  as  bee  shall  see  cause.*" 

*' 23  February,  1651. 
^^  Ordered,  that  all  such  Scotch  prisoners  as 
**  are  now  imployed  in  the  workes  of  the  Great 
'^  Levell  of  the  Fennes,  shall  be  divided  amongst 
•*  the  Company  of  Adventurers,  according  to  the 
^^  twenty  lotts  or  shares ;  and  lotts  are  to  bee 
*^  drawne  for  them.  And  it  is  further  ordered, 
^'  that  Mr.  Hamond  be  desired  to  take  care  to 
*^  see  there  bee  an  equall  and  indifferent  division 
^  made,  according  to  the  aforesaid  twenty  lotts 
*^  or  shares.*' 

"  6th  May,  1652. 
Ordered,  that  upon  the  certificate  of  Mr. 

*  Quare,  250 }     Thu6  in  original  document. 
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'^  Kelsey,  and  of  such  other  person  as  the  super- 
^'  intendants  shall  from  tyme  to  tynie  appoint^ 
touchinge  the  number  of  Scotts  upon  the  mns* 
tersy  and  the  moneys  due  for  theire  lodginges, 
"  Mr.  Latch^  the  comptroller,  may  from  tytne 
^  to  tyme  issue  his  warrant  to  the  expenditor  for 
*^  payment  of  such  proportion  of  money  to  or 
^^  for  the  Scotts^  as  hafh  byn  usually  allowed 
'^  them  formerly  for  their  pale,  as  also  bf  such 
^^  moneys  as  shall  be  so  certified  to  be  due  and 
"  oweing  for  their  lodgings.'* 

The  Scotch  prisoners  continued  to  labour  upon 
the  works  of  the  drainages  until  the  political 
arrangements  between  the  two  countries  enabled 
them  to  return  home.  Many,  however,  settled 
in  the  Fens,  and  were  the  origin  of  most  of  the, 
Scotch  families  and  names  that  now  exist  within 
the  Great  Level.  They  were,  and  still  are,  excel- 
lent workmen;  inoffensive  in  their  manners;  in 
their  habits,  sober,  industrious,  and  indefatigable. 
Within  the  last  half  century,  Scotch  labourei-s 
were  accustomed  to  come  into  the  fens  to  assist 
in  gathering  the  harvest.  The  proceedings  of  a 
"  liberal"  Parliament  did  not  at  that  period 
transport  the  wealth  of  England,  torn  by  ruth- 
less taxation  from  its  industrious  and  too  con- 
fiding inhabitants,  to  be  expended  in  Caledonian 
canals  without  vessels,  highland  roads  without 
travellers,  harbours  and  docks  without  shipping 
and  without  commerce.  The  forty  "  indepen- 
dent" Scotch  members  did  not  at  that  period 
watch  \nth  such  unceasing  zeal  and  intense  anx- 
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iety  the  progress  of  an  "  appropriation  bill," 
which  now  annually  disgraces  the  statute  book. 
Scotland  has  possessed^  nay^  still  possesses,  brave 
soldiers^  erudite  statesmen,  inspired  poets,  and 
eminent  historians.  Who  ventures  to  doubt 
these  self-evident  truths?  Yet  the  author  of 
this  work  (perhaps  from  a  too  overweening  love 
of  England)  feels  that  the  Scotch  nation,  by 
their  petty  huckstering,  their  continued  practice* 
of  emigration,  their  subserviency  to  "the  pow- 
'^  ers  that  be,*'  have  lost  those  chivalrous  and 
ennobled  sentiments  that  exalt  one  nation  above 
another;  and  have  placed  themselves  far,  very 
far  inferior  to  the  genius,  the  high-mindedness, 
and  the  patriotic  energies  of  the  most  favoured 
of  all  countries — England,  ever  beloved  England  f 
No  more.  The  indulgent  reader  will  pardon  thi& 
digression. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


State  of  the  South  Level, — Employment  of  Dutch 
Prisoners. — Proceedings  relative  to  the  second 
and  last  Adjudication.— Completion  of  Draix^ 
oge. 

State  of  the      NonTiTHSTANDiNG  the  crude  remarks  of  Elstobb^ 

Soath  Lerel* 

in  his  meagre  History  of  the  Bedford  Level ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  elaborate^  though  more  acri* 
monious  observations  of  Badeslade^  in  his  His-^ 
tory  of  Drainage ;  the  author  of  this  work  is  slow 
to  credit  that  the  South  Level  was,  at  the  pe- 
riod of  the  general  drainage,  in  that  state  of 
security  and  cultivation  which  those  authoi'S 
would  induce  us  to  believe.  Elstobb's  book 
lacks  as  well  industry  and  science,  as  originality. 
Badeslade^s  pen  was  dipped  in  party  gall,  and 
his  efforts  (directed  by  hired  patrons)  tended 
only  to  degrade  and  to  destroy  the  works  of  the 
adventurers,  Dugdale,  in  his  laboured  and 
valuable  compilation,  (it  is  no  more,)  offers  no 
opinion  as  to  the  state  of  the  country  at  this 
period;  and  closes  his  researches  (as  to  the 
Great  Level  of  the  Fens)  with  the  proceedings 
under  the  Pretended  Act  passed  in  1649. 


UNOBK  THB  COMMONWfiALTH*  24^ 

If  the  South  Level  was  ever  in  the  flourishing 
state  described  by  some  authors,  it  must  liave 
been  at  a  period  when  that  branch  of  the  river 
Ouze^  running  from  £arith  by  Chatteris  Ferry^ 
to  its  junction  with  the  river  Nene,  was  in 
full  operation,  and  from  which  great  relief  must 
have  been  derived.  Since  that  bmnch  of  the 
river  became  decayed,  the  South  Level  must 
have  been  continually  surcharged  with  vast 
quantities  of  upland  waters,  descending  by  the 
West  river,  the  Ouze,  Cam,  Grant,  Lark,  Bran- 
don, and  Wissey.  The  banks  of  these  rivers  were 
composed  of  very  light  and  porous  earth,  and 
the  lower  part  of  the  Level  had  to  encounter^ 
in  all  its  rivers,  the  daily  recurrence  of  the 
tides,  which  at  that  period  flowed  up  as  high 
as  Harrimeer  in  the  Grant,  and  also  forced 
themselves  a  considerable  distance  up  the  minor 
rivers. 

At  the  time  of  the  general  drainage,  the  South 
Level  was  in  a  very  desolate  condition:  the 
cutting  of  the  New  Bedford,  or  One  Hundred 
Feet  River,  rendered  some  immediate  and  efiec^ 
toal  steps  absolutely  necessary.  William  Eaii 
of  Bedford  had  not  a  particle  of  self-interest  in 
the  composition  of  his  noble  nature.  Although 
he  had  obtained  an  adjudication,  and  the  con- 
sequent legal  possession  of  that  part  of  the 
Level  in  which  his  own  personal  interests  were 
concerned,  be  did  not,  on  that  account,  relax 
in  bis  exertions.  His  object  was  to  complete 
the  drainage  of  the  entirety  of  the  Level.    The 
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cutting  of  the  New  Bedford,  or  Hundred  Feet 
River,  had  quieted  the  hostility  of  those  inter- 
ested in  the  naVigation  of  the  river  Ouze  above 
Saint  Ives ;  but  it  had  awakened  that  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Lynn  and  Cambridge*,  and  had  ad4ed 
to  the  opposition  always  evinced  to  the  measure 
of  drainage  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  im- 
mediately adjoining  the  West  River,  between  the 
Hermitage  and  Harrimeer.  Petition  after  petition^ 
was  presented  by  these  disappointed  parties  to 
the  commissionera  of  adjudication ;  the  Company 
became  involved  in  enormous  legal  expenses; 
and  nothing  but  the  perseverance  of  the  Earl, 
and  the  influence,  weight,  and  ability  of  Saint 
John,  could  bave  averted  the  most  fotal  conse- 
quences. 

Most  of  the  Scotch  labourers  had  returned  to 
their  native  country.  The  works  were  now  be- 
ing carried  on  through  a  hostile  district,  and  a 
very  serious  riot  broke  out  at  Swaffham-  Bul- 
beck,  in  the  county  of  Cambridge,  which  was 
only  quelled  by  military  assistance.  The  Com- 
pany found  great  difficulty  in  procuring  labourers 
competent  in  number  to  conduct  the  affairs  of 
drainage.  Succour,  however,  was  unexpectedly 
at  hand. 

*  The  author  cannot  avoid  paying  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
unceasing  exertions  of  his  friend  Samuel  Pickering  Beales^ 
£sq.>  of  Cambridge^  in  promotmg  those  measures  and  prin- 
ciples which  tend  to  cement  a  permanent  union  between  drainage 
and  navigation :  an  union  of  interest  which  ought  never  to 
have  been  disunited. 
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The  government  of  the  Commonwealth  made  a.d.  1653. 
the  most  vigorous  exertions  to  restore  the  honour 
of  their  country,  and  to  humble  the  Dutch,  by  NaraiTictoiy 
whom  they  had  been  recently  defeated.  By  their  o^'t»>*^»^ 
indefatigable  efforts  that  brave  and  distinguished 
naval  commander  Blake  was  enabled  to  take  the 
sea  with  80  ships  of  war ;  and  on  the  18th  of  Feb- 
roary,  1652,  he  fell  in  with  Admiral  Trump,  the 
bcrfd  and  skilful  commander  of  the  Dutch  fleet, 
with  an  equal  number  of  ships  of  war,  and  two 
hundred  merchantmen  under  his  convoy.  It  was 
a  day  glorious  to  Old  England.  Blake*s  recollec- 
tion of  his  recent  disaster  with  the  enemy,  (under 
the  most  adverse  circumstances,)  doubtless  stimu- 
lated his  efforts,  and  called  all  his  energies  into 
action.  Indeed,  nothing  more  seems  to  have 
been  necessary  to  the  English  commander  than  a 
force  approaching  to  an  equality  with  the  enemy, 
to  secure  the  most  auspicious  results.  The  battle 
commenced  off  the  Isle  of  Portland,  and  was  con- 
tinned  for  three  days,  both  sides  displaying  the 
most  determined  bravery.  In  the  close,  however,  it 
was  found,  that  we  had  taken  or  destroyed  seven- 
teen or  eighteen  of  the  Dutch  ships  of  war,  with 
the  loss  of  only  one  of  our  own  vessels,  which  was 
sunk,  after  being  emptied  of  as  many  of  its  crew 
as  were  left  alive.  Thirty  of  their  merchantmen 
were  captured ;  and  thirty  or  forty  more  were 
destroyed.  In  a  word,  this  battle,  the  last  fought 
under  the  government  of  the  Commonwealth, 
secured  to  this  country  by  far  the  most  com- 
plete of  the  many  naval  victories  achieved  by 
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our  gallant  seamen  during  the  Dutch  war.    A 
vast  number  of  Dutch  prisoners  were  sent  to 
England. 
Thariowe.  Tburlowc,  soou  after  bis  return  from  HoUaod, 

quitted  the  semce  of  Saint  John,  baying  beeil 
from  a  youth  in  bis  employment*  He  bad  OKh 
stantly  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Company^ 
and  having  becottie  possessed  of  a  conaiderahte 
quantity  of  adventnrei-s*  lands,  be  naturally  took 
much  interest  in  the  progress  and  completioii  of 
the  work  of  drainage ;  nor  was  he  ignorant  of  the 
difficulties  under  which  the  Company  lahonred. 
He  had  now  attained  a  degree  of  importance  in 
the  government,  being  the  pripcipal  Secretary  of 
State.  The  Dutch  prisoners  proved  a  heavy 
charge  to  the  government ;  and  it  struck  Thar- 
iowe^ that  their  habits  might  render  tbeio 
useful  in  forwarding  the  Company's  nndertakr 
ings.  He  accordingly  wrote  a  letter,  containing 
proposals  for  the  employment  of  a  certain  num* 
ber  upon  the  works ;  and  an  agreement  was 
entered  into  for  500  prisoners.  An  order  was 
passed  for  providing  them  with  spades  and  shovels 
for  work,  with  huts  for  lodging,  and  with  such 
other  accommodations  as  were  thought  fit  and 
necessary.  The  Dutch  prisoners  were  of  essen? 
tial  service  in  forwarding  the  works  of  drain- 
age ;  and  they  continued  to  labour  until  the  treaty 
of  peace,  in  1654^  restored  them  to  their  native 
land. 

Pruc«eding8  to  •  i  *  • 

obtain  the  2nd       By  grcat  excrtiou,  and  at  a   sad  pecuniary 

and  last  adjudi.  ./•  i  ,  ,  ,  \ 

cation.  sacnfice,  the  works  appear  to  have  made  great 
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progress.  On  the  3*  Feb^  1662*,  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  Sir  Gilbert  Gerard,  Co- 
lonel  Walton,  Sir  Edward  Partberiche,  Sir  John 
Potts,  Mr.  Latch,  Mr.  Gorges,  Mr.  Fountaync, 
Mr.  Edward  Rassell,  Mr.  Henley,  Sen',  Mr.  An- 
drew Henley,  Mr.  Saye,  Mr.  Trenchard,  Mr.  Thur- 
loe^  Colonel  Sydney,  Colonel  Castell,  and  Mr. 
John  Russell,  or  any  six  or  more  of  them,  be  de- 
sired to  attend  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Saint  John, 
to  the  intent  that  they  may  confer  together,  and 
consider  of  all  things  preparatory  towards  the 
obtaining  an  adjudication  on  the  sonth  side  of 
Bedford  River.  The  committee  reported,  ^  that 
'^  his  lordship  having  many  urgent  occasions 
^  could  not  therefore  appoint  a  sett  tyme  of  meet- 
^  inge  at  the  present."  On  the  10**"  of  February 
following,  the  committee  were  desired  again  to 
attend  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  to  know  ^^  what 
**  tyme  his  lordship  can  dispense  with  his  occa- 
^  sions  to  appoint  a  tyme  of  meetinge  to  conferre 
"  with  the  committee  formerly  named,  in  order 
**  to  an  adjudication,  who  reported  his  lordship 
"  would  not  be  at  leisure  until  after  the  terme.'* 
On  the  12^  of  the  same  month,  the  committee 
were  again  desired  to  wait  upon  bis  lordship  for 
the  same  purpose,  who  appointed  the  then  next 
Thursday,  on  which  day  the  following  proceed- 
ings took  place. 

*  Some  discrepancy  will  arise  as  to  dates :  the  reader  should 
recollect  that  at  this  period  the  year  commenced  on  the  25th  of 
March. 
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«  Thursdaie,  l7*ofFebr.  1652. 
"  Adventurers  p'sent, 

"  Mr.  Henley,  Sen',  "  Mr.  Browne, 

"  Mr.  Trafford,  **  Mr.  Hampson, 

^<  S'  Gilbert  Gerard,  *'  Capt  Blaekwall, 
•*  S'CorneliasVerniuyden,  "  Mr.  Wm.  Smith, 

"  Mr.  Trenchard,  «*  Coll.  Sam.  Jones, 

"  Mr.  Longe,  "  Mr.  Walker, 

"  Mr.  Hamond,  «  Mr.  Buflfkin, 

**  Mr.  Holman,  **  Mr.  Holworthy» 

^'  Mr.  Spaldinge,  «  Coll.  Walton, 

**  Mr.  Sam.  Smith,  '<  Corn.  Vermuyden, 

"  Mr.  Thurlowe,  «  S'  Edw.  P&rthericbe, 

"  Mr.  Say,  «  Mr.  B.  Arthur, 

«  Mr.  Carrill,  "  Mr.  Neale, 

"  Mr.  Bradley,  "  Mr.  Henry  Feno, 

**  Mr.  Draper,  "  Mr.  W.  Crane, 

"  S'  John  Potts." 

"  Meniorand:  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden,  on 
"  the  daie  of  the  date  hereof,  in  performance  of 
"  the  contracte  made  with  the  Comp**  as  Director 
"  of  the  works,  does  hereby  declare,  that  the  works 
''  concerninge  the  whole  remaynder  of  the  Great 
^^  Levell  of  the  Fennes  unadjudged  are  now 
^^  finished,  so  as  the  same  remaynder  is  fitt  for 
^^  an  adiudicac'on,  within  the  true  meaningeand 
"  intenc'on  of  the  acte  of  parliam*." 

"  A  question  was  put  whether  or  noe  the 
"  Comp"**  all  p*sent  shall  demand  an  adjudic'n.'* 

"  The    question   was    whether  that  question 
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"  should  bee  put  or  noe :  It  was  resolved  in  the 
"^^aflSrmative.** 

•*  The  former  question  beinge  put,  whether  or 
'^  noe  the  Comp°*®  shall  att  p*sent  demand  an 
^^  adiudicac*on ;  It  was  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
*  tive.** 

*'  Another  question  was  put,  whether  or  noe 
^^  the  Company  shall  demande  judgm^  of  the 
'^  com"  att  the! re  meetinge  on  Satterday  next: 
^^  It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  nullo  contra- 

^  The  committee  appointed  to  consider  of  all 
''  things  p'paratory  to  the  obtaininge  an  adiudi- 
^*  cac^on  made  theire  report  to  the  Comp',  that 
^  the  severall  brookes  and  rills,  at  the  south  side 
^  of  the  Bedford  River,  hereafter  followinge,  are 
^  sufficient  to  carry  away  the  waters  to  their 
**  proper  outfall,  viz*., 

'^  Okington  brooke  falls  into  Willingham  Mere, 
^^  and  so  into  the  old  channell  of  Ouze  a  little 
^*  below  the  Hermitage  by  Willingham  Gravell.** 

'^  Cottenham  brooke  falls  by  a  particular 
^  dreyne  into  the  old  channell  of  Ouze  by  Sut- 
^  ton's  Coate  " 

^  Botesham  brooke  falls  into  Bottesham  Load 
•*  and  so  into  the  River  of  Grant  below  Clayhithe 
^  by  a  sassc  at  the  head;  and  if  Grant  bee  too 
^  high  at  Clayhithe,  that  falls  into  Reach  Lode, 
^  and  falls  out  below  at  Upwere,** 

^  Swafham  brooke  comes  down  by  a  Load  into 
**  the  River  of  Gmnt,  against  Waterbeach,  and  a 
^^  sasse  at  the  head ;  and  if  the  Grant  bee  there 
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**  high,  then  it  foils  into  Reach  Load,  and  falb 
"  into  Upwere." 

^  Reach  brooke  goes  along  in  a  nayigable 
'^  Load  to  Upwere,  with  a  sasse  at  the  head,  aod 
^^  there  emptieth  itselfe  into  Grant."* 

'^  Burwell  brooke  falls  into  Reach  Loade,  and 
"  so  goes  out  at  Upwere,** 

^'  Wickam  hath  noe  brooke,  but  the  water 
^^  that  falls  goes  into  Reach.** 

^^  Fordham  brooke  goes,  part  of  it  beioge  a 
'*  mill-water,  into  Soham  Mere,  the  superfluitye 
^^  goes  by  a  cut  of  16  feet  through  Soham  and 
^'  Isleham  comons,  and  falls  into  Mildenhall 
'^  river  att  Prickwillow,  and  so  into  Ouze«  The 
''  water  of  the  said  Soham  Mere  goes  by  Barway 
*'  Lode,  and  falls  into  the  river  of  Onze  by  tan* 
^^  nells,  a  little  above  Elie  over  against  Tbet- 
'*  ford;* 

^^  Freckenham  brooke  comes  downe  above  Isle- 
'^  ham,  and  falls  into  Mildenbam  River  between 
"  the  banckes.*' 

E^rswell  brooke,  or  Bener^s  Loade,  is  part  of 
it,  to  fall  into  Brandon  river,  and  the  other 
'*  part  of  it  by  Pope's  Lode  dividing  the  comons 
'^  of  Lackingheath  from  the  severalls,  and  to  fall 
^^  into  Depney  Lode,  into  the  highway  att  Ship* 
*'  pey  Corner,  and  soe  into  Ouze  at  Littleport 
"  Chavie,  if  necessary  to  preserve  navigation ;  in 
'^  Eai*swell  brooke  it  may  be  done  by  a  sasse, 
'^  where  the  said  brookes  fall  into  Brandon 
"  River." 
*^  A  Load  that  comes  from  Lackingheath  feildes, 
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^  and  falb  into  Brandon  River,  through  a  ton* 
'^  nell,  about  five  miles  below  Brandon/' 

"  The  brooke  of  Feltwell  is  received  into 
'^  Sams  his  Cutt,  and  so  falls  into  Ouze  nere  the 
^  month  of  Stoake  river.** 

*'^  Methwold  brooke  foils  into  Stoake  river, 
'^  betweene  banckes  of  its  owne  in  his  proper 
''  channell,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  said  brooke 
*«  bath  about  200*  of  receptacle.** 

*^  The  rills  of  Dereham  and  Wereham  are  car- 
'*  ryed  away  by  a  new  dreyne  that  falls  into 
"  Stoake  river,  about  a  mile  below  Helgay.** 

^  Grunty  Fen  and  Downham  West  Fenne  do 
"*  issue  theire  waters  at  Littleport,  by  a  peculiar 
^  dreyne^  and  a  sasse  att  the  ende  thereof.** 

•*  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Fountayne,  Mr.  Adams, 
**  Mr.  Marsham,  Mr.  Culpepper,  Mr.  Carill,  Mr. 
*^  Will-  Smith,  Mr.  Hamond,  Mr.  Say,  Mr. 
'«  Henley,  Sen',  S*  Cornelius,  Mr.  W-  Weston, 
^  and  Mr.  Trafford,  are  named  a  committee,  and 
•*  they,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  desired  to  attend 
^  the  commissioners  in  the  Middle  Temple  Hall, 
•*  on  Satterday  next,  at  two  o'clocke  in  the  after- 
^  noone,  in  order  to  the  demanding  adjudication 
^  on  the  south  side  of  Bedford  river,  not  yet 
^  adjudged  dreyned;  And  this  committee  are 
^  desired  to  meete  on  Satterday  next,  in  the 
**  forenoone,  to  take  the  same  into  their  con- 
^  8iderac*on.** 
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"  Satterdaie,  19*^  of  Febr:  1652. 
"  Adventurers  present, 

''  Ea:  of  Bedford,  "  Mr.  Henley,  Sem, 

**  Mr,  Gorges,  "  Mr.  Wm.  Crane^ 

**  Mr.  Trencbard,  "  S'  Com:  Vermuydeo, 

**  Mr.  Hamond,  "  Mr.  Bradley, 

Mr.  Say,  "  Mr.  Browne, 

Mr.  Henry  Henne,  "  Mr.  W.  Smith, 

"  S'  John  Potts,  "  Mr.  Sam:  Smith, 

*^  Mr.  Vermiiyden,  *'  Mr.  Holman.** 


'^  Resolved  upon  the  question, 
'^  That  the  commissioners  bee  desired   to  goe 
^^  downe  into  the  Levell  and  give  their  judgment 
^*  of  the  lands  on  the  south  side  of  the  Bedford 


"  river.** 


'^  Resolved  also  upon  the  question, 
"  That  the   com'*   bee  desired  to   take  theire 
journey  the  2!"*  of  March  next,  and  appoint  a 

"  meeting  and  session  to  be  held  at  Elie,  24*''  of 

"  March  next/* 


tc 


"  Afternoone. 
"  Adventurers  present, 
"  Mr.  Henley,  Sen^  "  S'  John  Potts, 

"  Mr.  Carill,  ''  S*^  Corn:  Vermuydeo, 

''  Mr.  Hamond,  ''  Mr.  Wm.  Smith, 

"Mr,  W.  Weston,  "  Mr.  Vermuyden." 

"  Ordered,  that  the  members  above  named,  or 
"  any  two  of  them,  be  desired  to  take  into  con- 
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gideration  all  things  for  accommodation  of  the 
com'"  in  theire  journey  into  theLeveli,  and  like- 
wise all  other  matters  concerninge  the  adjudi- 
cation ;  and  they  are  desired  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next,  att  nyne  o*clocke  in  the  forenoone.** 
'*  Ordered,  that  there  bee  100  printed  papers 
made  ready,  to  be  reade  in  all  churches  through- 

^^  out  the  whole  South  Level),  givinge  notice  of 
the  tyme  and  place  of  meetinge  of  the  comis- 
sioners  in  order  to  an  adjudication;  and  the 
receivior  is  to  paye  unto  the  printer  five  shil- 
lings and  fower  pence  for  bis  paines  in  printinge 

**  the  same.** 


"  Mondaie,  21  Febr:  1652. 
**  Adventurers  present, 
Mr.  Henley,  sen%  "  Mr.  Gorges, 
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"  Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  "  Sr  Edw.  Partherick, 

"  Capt.  Black  wall,  "  Mr.  Hohnan, 

"  Sir  John  Potts,  "  Mr.  Hen  17  Henne, 

"  Mr,  Hamond,  "  Mr.  Samuell, 

«  Mr.  Carill,  "  Mr.  Culpepper." 

"  Mr.  Henley,  sen',  Mr.  Say,  Mr.  Fountayne, 
"  Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Carill,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr. 
•*  Marcham,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  desired  forth- 
"  with  to  prepare  drafts  of  the  judgment  that  is 
*^  to  bee  had  at  Elie,  and  to  advise  with  counsell 
^  therein,  and  so  to  order  the  same  as  it  may  be 
^  engrossed  and  made  readye  to  be  sealed  against 
'^  the  meetinge  of  the  comissioners  att  Elie, 
^^  against  the  24th  of  March  next,  a  paper  draft 
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whereof  is  to  be  broagbt  into  the  Compaiiie  by 
this  day  se'nnight;  and  Ibis  comittee  are  de* 
*^  sired  to  meete  de  die  in  diem^  at  9  a  elocke  in 
the  forenoone^  and  3  o'cloeke  in  the  aflter- 
noone,  nntili  the  same  be  fully  finished;  and 
*^  this  comittee  are  hereby  impowered  to  call  to 
^^  tbeire  assistance  what  counsell  will'please,  and 
*^  as"  many  of  the  ^Companie  as  thinke  fitt  are 
"  desired  to  bee  present " 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  and  Mr.  Oxenbridge  are 
desired  to  attend  my  Lord  Cheife  Justice  St. 
John  to  know  if  his^  lo^  will  be  pleased  Pto 
countenance  the  judgment  by  his  presence  at 
Elie,  24th  of  March  next>  and  make  retume 
to  the  Company  by  three  o*clocke  in  the 
**  afternoone." 

"  Ordered,  that  S'  Cornelius  Vermuyden,  Mr, 
*^  Hamond,  and  Mr.  Moore,  the  surveyoar,  be 
^'  desired  to  pr'pare,  by  way  of  schedule,  a  note 
"  of  all  the  complaints  whatsoever  concerning 
*^  the  dreyninge  of  the  Level!,  eyther  for  cutting 
through  glands,  and  those  that  want  satisfac- 
tion for  the  same,  or  for  bridges,  or  for  any 
other  thinge  that  they  shall  finde  to  bee  an  ob- 
"  jection  against  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
"  panic,  and  endeavour  by  all  means  to  give  the 
**  country  satisfaction  therein ;  and  to  that  pur- 
**  pose  they  are  desired,  by  way  of  breviate,  to 
*^  describe  theire  reasons  in  the  margentofthe 
**  said  note  or  schedule,  eyther  for  or  against 
*•  the  said  objections." 
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•*  Wednesdaie,  23"*  of  Febr:  1 652. 
^  Adventurers  present^ 

«  Ea.  of  Bedford,  *'Lo.  Ch.  Justices*  John, 

^'  Mr.  John  Russell,  ''  S'  Gilb*  Gerard, 

Mr.  Henley,  sen'.  "  Mr.  Hamond, 

Mr.  Say,  ^'Mr.  Carill, 

S'ClomeliusVermuyden, "  Mr.  Gorges, 

Mr.  Vermuyden,  "  S'  John  Potts, 

*^  Mr.  TVenchard,  **  Mr.  Marcham, 

"  Mr.  Culpepper,  *'  Mr.  Holman. 
^  Mr.  Browne, 

"  Ordered,  that  a  letter  be  drawne  by  Mr. 
•*  Jessop,  to  bee  sent  to  the  Lord  Whkelocke,  to 
*  incite  his  lo*  to  fevour  the  Companie  by  be- 
*^  inge  present  att  the  meeting  of  the  com"  at 
«  Elie,  the  24*  of  March  next,  and  they  will 
^  take  care  and  provide  all  necessary  and  con^ 
^  venient  accommodations  for  his  lordshipp  and 
^  his  attendants,  w"^  letter  is  as  foUoweth : 
''  My  lord, 

^  It  bath  pleased  the  com"  appointed  by  acte 
*^  of  parliament  for  dreyninge  the  Great  Levell 
*"  of  the  Fennes,  (upon  a  representation  made  by 
'^  the  adventurers  touchinge  the  state  of  theire 
**  workes,  and  thefre  prayinge  of  a  judgment  for 
"  the  remaynder  of  the  Levell  not  already  ad- 
^  jiidged  dreyned,)  to  adjourn  theire  meetinge  to 
**  Elic,  on  Thursday  the  24*^  of  March  next  c6m- 
*^  ing,  in  order  to  the  informinge  of  themselves 
''  by  view,  examination  of  witnesses^  or  otherwise, 
^^  how  the  workes  are  advanced^  on  the  south 
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^^  side,  and  thereupon  to  doe  further  accordinge 
to  the  powers  given  by  the  sayd  acte.     Your 
lordshipp  was  pleased  at  the  passing  of  the  last 
judgment  to  aflfoard  your  presence,  and  to  take 
^^  much  paines  for  the  just  satisfaction  both  of 
*'  the  country  and  adventurers,  whereof  both  have 
received  the  fruite,  and  for  that  do  owe  a  very 
great  acknowledgment ;  and  because  we  hope 
^^  the  issue  of  this  meetinge  will  bee  the  obteyn- 
^'  inge  an  adjudication  for  the  south  side  of  the 
^^  Levell,  (as  by  the  justice  of  your  lordship  and 
the  other  com*^  is  allready   granted    for  the 
north  side,)  wee  doe  offer  to  y  Iopp  our  earnest 
^^  suite,  that  if  your  health  and  occasions  will 
permit,  your  Io^p  will  please  to  favour  the  Com- 
panie,  and  the  publique  service  therein  con- 
^^  cemed,  with  your  companie  and  presence  at 
^^  that  mcctinge.    For  your  lordshipp*s  and  at- 
^^  tendants*  accommodation,    wee  shall  provide 
"  and  dispose  of  coaches  and  other  conveniences 
in  such  sort  as  you  shall  direct,  and  some  of 
the  Company  will  allso  bee  ready  to  wayte  upon 
your   lopp  to  the  place.     By  your  lordshipp^s 
"  concession  of  this  our  request,  you  will  very 
^^  much  obleige,  as  all  persons  concerned  in  the 
^^  Levell,  so  in  a  particular  manner, 

'^  Your  lo^^P'*  very  affectionate  and 

"  humble  servants, 
*'  Bedford,  "  Richard  Gorges, 

**  Rob'  Henley,  sens       **  W.  Say, 
"  Jn°  Potts,  "  Anth:  Hamond, 

"  Jn**  Marcham,  "  Jolm  Carill." 

''  23^d  Feb,  1652." 
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"  Fridaie,  25ti>  of  Febr:  1662. 
*'  Ordered,  that  the  solicitor  attend  Mr.  Jef- 
**  frey  Palmer,  Mr.  Latch»  and  Mr.  Archer,  to 
*^  idesire  they  would  bee  pleased  to  meete  the 
'^  Companie  to-morrow,  about  teii  o'clpcke,  to 
conferre  together  about  drawinge  up  the  ad- 
judication."* 

"  Satterdaie,  26«»of  Febr:  1652. 
"  Mr.  Jeffrey  Palmer,  Mr.  Latch,  and  Mr. 
^  Archer,  did,  accordinge  to  the  request  of  the 
Companie,  by  theire  solicitor,  attend  the  Com- 
panie this  daie  to  advise  and  conferre  touching 
the  next  adjudication.** 

"  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Jessop,  the  receiver  of  the 
Companie,  be  desired  to  paie  unto  Mr.  Jeffrey 
**  Palmer,  Mr.  Archer,  and  Mr.  Latch,  beinge  of 
^  counsell  with  the  Companie,  the  sum  of  fortie 
**  shillinges  a  peece  for  theire  advise  in  drawinge 
**  up  the  judgment.** 

"  Mondaie,  7*^  of  March,  1652. 
"  Mr.  Henley,  Coll:  Jones,  Mr.  Hampson,  Mr. 
"  Walker,  and  Mr.  Staunton,  or  any  three  of 
**  them,  are  desired  to  examyne  the  perticuler  of 
^  the  acte  of  adjudication,  and  to  meete  to- 
"  morrow  by  eight  of  the  clocke.** 

"  Thursdaie,  10^  of  March,  1652.** 
*•  Adventurers  present, 
•'  Mr.  Henley,  sen',  "  Mr.  W.  Weston, 

"  Mr.  Trafford,  "  Mr.  Bradley, 

"  Mr.  Adams,  "  Mr.  Holman, 

"  Mr.  Sheriffe  Underwood,   **  Mr.  Jessop, 

*' Coll:  Wm.  Smith.'* 
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^^  Ordered^  that  all  such  Adventurers  as  give 
**  in  theire  names  betweene  this  and  Mondaie 
^^  next,  shall  have  accommodation  with  horses 
^^  or  coaches  att  the  Companie's  charge  as  they 
^  fihall  thinke  fitt.  And  Mr.  Henley  is  to  have  an 
^^  allowance  from  the  Companie  for  his  charges 
^*  of  a  horse-litter  in    going  downe  with  the 


"  com".** 
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'^  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Jessop  bee  desired  to  goe 
*^  downe  with  the  lords  com"  the  21st  of  March 
instant,  and  he  is  to  carry  downe  with  him  900iL, 
and  to  take  up  at  Cambridge  400/.  more;  and  in 
<<  case  there  will  necessarily  be  required  a  further 
sum,  the  expenditor  is  to  provide  the  same. 
And  Mr.  Jessop  is  to  issue  all  such  other  sum 
^*  and  sums  of  money  as  are  needful!  to  bee  ex- 
**  pended  and  layd  out  here  in  towne,  besides  the 
"  said  journey.*' 
"  Ordered,  that  Mr  Bradley,  one  of  the  mem- 
bei-s  of  the  Companye,  bee  desired  to  husband 
the  afFayres  of  the  Companye  in  theire  journey 
to  and  from  the  Levell  to  their  best  advantage, 
and  to  overlooke  the  several  bills  upon  the  way, 
**  which  are  to  be  brought  unto  him  by  Anthony 
Spencer;  and  hee  is  to  underwrite  every  such 
bill,  that  such  and  such  moneys  are  to  bee  paid; 
whereupon  it  shall  bee  a  sufficient  warrant  to 
the  receivour  to  pay  and  discharge  the  same.** 
"  Ordered,  that  a  letter  bee  written  to  Mr. 
"  Moore  the  surveyor,  to  desire  him  to  provide 
^'  14  of  the  best  lodginges  for  the  lords  and 
**  other  com"  att  Elie,  and  likewise  for  theire 
attendants;  and  also  16  good  lodginges  for 
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the  adventurers,  together  with  necessary  ae- 
^  coiDodation  for  tbeire  servants,  and  such  other 
^  Ipdginges  as  Mr.  Moore  shall  conceive  neces- 
^'  sary.  It  is  desired  (if  possible  may  bee)  that 
'/  Mr.  Poveye*s  house  may  bee  a  reception  for 
"  the  lords  com".** 

^  Ordered,  that  100  warrants  for  sumoninge 
'^  witnesses,  signed  by  the  comis''  att  the!  re  last 
*^  m^etinge,  be  forthwith  printed,  at  the  charge  of 
*^  the  Companie ;  Mr.  Jessop  is  to  pay  5^.  for 
^*  the  printing,  and  eight  pence  for  the  paper." 

^^  Memo:  That  Mr.  Moore  the  surveyour  be 
*^  sure  to  have  ready  the  mappes  for  the  lords 
**  com"  at  their  meeting  att  Elie." 

^  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Hamond,  in  the  absence 
''  of  Mr.  Latch  and  Mr.  Walter  S^  John,  doe  ex- 
**  ereise  the  office  of  comptroll,  and  signe  war- 
^  rants  for  payinge  the  workmen  that  ai*e  in 
^'  arrere,  that  there  may  bee  no  just  cause  of  com- 
^  plaint  by  any  wori^men  for  not  paying  theire 
^  due  wages ;  and  such  warrants  so  signed  shall 
'^  be  a  sufficient  discharge  to  the  expenditor  for 
'^  the  issuinge  money  accordingly.  A  copie  of 
'^  this  Older  is  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Hamond,  and 
*^  another  to  Mr.  Expenditor." 

"  l5*ofMarch^l662. 
^^  Adventurers  present, 
**  Mr.  Marsham,  "  Mr.  P.  Arthur, 

^  &  John  Potts,  *^  Mr.  Henley,  sen', 

«  Mr.  Bradley,  ''  Mr.  TraflFord, 

?•  Mr.  Doctor  Fryer,  ''  Mr.  W.  Weston.'' 
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The  persons  of  the  Companie  hereunder  named 
are  desired  to  virayte  upon  the  lords  and  other 
''  com"^  whose  names  are  also  entred  in  a  paper 
^*  of  this  day,  delivered  to  Mr.  Holman  :** 

''  Coll:  Walton,  "  Mr.  W.  St.  John, 

**  Mr.  Henley,  sen',  "  Mr.  Latch, 

"  S'  Edw.  Partheriche,  "  Mr.  TraflTord, 

"  S'John  Potts,  and  his  Sonne,  "  Mr.  Holman, 

''  Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  "  Mr.  Bradley, 

"  Mr.  Hy.  Henne,  "  Mr.  Jessop, 

"  Mr.  Fountayne,  "  Mr.  Walker, 

"  Mr.  Adams,  "  Mr.  B.  Arthur, 

"  Mr.  Browne.** 

^^  Ordered,  that  as  many  other  members  of  the 
^^  Company  as  please  to  meete  the  com**  at  Elie, 
^*  84^  of  March  instant,  shall,  during  the  session 
^*  there,  have  horse-meate  and  man*s  meate  at  the 

charge  of  the  Companie." 
Ordered,  that  there  be  forthwith  provided  a 
"  sumpter-horse  and  trunkes,  with  appurtenances 
"  thereunto  belonging,  for  the  carriage  of  all 
*^  deeds,  evidences,  and  writinges  of  the  Companie, 
"  as  they  shall  conceive  are  necessary  to  bee  car- 
"  ryed  downe :  And  Mr.  Jessop  is  to  take  notice 
"  hereof,  and  issue  out  monyes  for  the  charge 
"  thereof  accordingly." 

'^  Ordered,  that  the  com^  attendants,  as  also 
"  the  adventurers  and  theire  servants,  that  are 
*^  desired  to  goe  downe  into  the  Levell,  and  the 
"  officers  of  the  Companie,  shall  have  particularly 
"  allowed  from  the  Companie,  for  horses  that  shall 
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^  be  hyred,  after  the  rate  of  2^.  and  6^.  a  day,  be- 
^  sides  botse-meate,  untill  the  session  bee  ended, 
*'  and  tfaeyre  return  to  London :  And  the  receivor 
^*  of  the  Companie  is  to  take  notice  thereof,  and 
^  paie  the  same  accordingly;  and  this  shall  bee  his 
^  warrant  in  that  behalfe/* 

"  Thursdaie,  17th  of  March,  1652. 
"  Adventurers  present, 

"  Mr.  Edw.  Russell,  "  Mr.  John  Potts, 

"  Mr.  Henley^  sen%  "  Mr.  Adams, 

"  Mr.  Say,  "  Mr.  Henry  Henne, 

"  Mr.  Holworthy,  "  S'  Edw.  Partherich, 

«  Mr.  Gilb*.  Gerard,  "  Mr.  B.  Arthur, 

*^  Mr.  Holman,  *\  Mr.  Alexand:  Jones. 
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'^  Ordered^  that  Mr.  Thurloe  be  desired  to  pro- 
"  core  a  letter  from  the  Lord  Gen»  Cromwell,  to 
'^  require  his  troops  quartered  at  Elie  or  there- 
**  abouts  to  meete  the  com"  on  Wednesday  next, 
'^  and  accompany  them  to  Elie.'* 

**  Afternoone : 

**  Adventurers  present, 

"  Sr  John  Potts,  "  Mr.  Trenchard, 

"  Mr.  Henley,  sen%      "  Mr.  Henry  Henne, 

''  Mr.  Trafford,  "  Mr.  Sheriffe  Underwood." 

••  Ordered,   that  a  letter  be  written  to  Mr. 
"  Moore^  the  surveyor,  as  foUoweth : 


266  STATB  OF  THB  SOUTH  LRVBL  • 

"  Mr.  M oore» 
^'  The  lords  and  others  contynue  theire  resdii- 
'^  tioDs  of  goiDge  towards  Elie  on  Monday  next ; 
^  and  because  it  will  bee  of  much  importance  to 
'*  have  thefh  and  the  adventurers  well  accomo- 
'^  dated  witli  lodginges,  towards  which  a  good 
*'  advantage  will  bee  given  by  a  tymely  provision 
'^  in  that  behalfe ;  the  Companie  have  comanded 
me,  by  way  of  addition  to  their  former  order, 
to  desire  you  speedily  to  take  up  and  secure  for 
**  their  service  all  the  convenient  lodgioges  in  that 
'^  towne  that  can  be  had  ;  and  that  they  may  be 
most  properly  applyed  to  the  persons  that  are 
to  goe  downe,  accordinge  to  theire  respective 
quallityes,  theire  names  are  in  a  paper  enclosed. 
Mr.  Holman,  a  member  of  the  company,  is  de- 
'^  sired  to  goe  from  hence  to-morrowe,  so  as  they 
^^  hope  he  will  not  fail  to  bee  at  Elie  on  Monday 
^^  next  for  the  purpose  aforesaid :  In  the  meane- 
"  tyme  your  owne  speeiall  care  is  desired  herein ; 
*^  and  as  there  shall  bee  occasion,  you  will  call  in 
the  helpe  and  care  of  Mr.  Tench,  if  hee  bee 
thereabouts,  or  of  such  other  person  as  you 
^^  shall  see  cause  to  imploy  for  furtherance  of  this 
"  service.  Having  performed  the  comands  en- 
"  joyned  me,  I  rest,  "  J.  H.  Ac.*" 


'^  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Holman,  one  of  the  mem- 
"  bers  of  the  Company,  bee  desired  to  goe  be- 
^^  fore  the  com'*,  and  provide  lodginges  and 
^^  accomodation  both  for  the  com"  and  advcn- 
"  turers,  whose  names  are  sett  downe  in  a  paper 
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^  herewith  delivered  unto  hitn:  And  for  all 
^  finch  accomodatioiis  satisfaction  shall  be  given 
by  a  member  of  the  Company  appointed  for 
tliat  purpose  at  Stevenidge,  St.  Ives,  and  Elie. 
And  the  Companie  doe  desire  the  owners  of 
private  bowses,  as  well  as  inne  keepers,  to 
give  what  a^omodation  and  respect  they  can.** 

"  Satterdaie,  the  19th  of  March,  1652. 
••  Afternoone: 

^  Adventurers  present, 

•*  Mr.  Henley,  sen',  ''  S'  John  Potts, 

"  Mr.  Henne,  "  Mr.  Sheriife  Underwood, 

"  Mr.  Adams,  ^^  Mr.  Wm.  Weston, 

••  Mr.  Thurloe,  «  Mr.  Walker.** 

^  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Jessop,  the  receiver  of  the 
^  Company,  be  authorized  to  issue  out  and  paje 
'^  all  such  sum  and  sums  of  money,  as  well  in 
**  towne  as  out  of  towne,  in  order  to  the  journey 
*'  to  Elie,  touchinge  an  adjudication,  as  bee  shall 
••  conceive  necessary  to  bee  layd  out  and  ex- 
pended for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  takinge  an 
acquittance  for  every  sum  as  shall  be  paid, 
^  and  placing  the  same  to  his  acco^,  which  shall 
*'  be  a  sufficient  discharge  to  the  said  receivor." 

"  A  letter  from  the  Lord  Geuerall  to  Cap* 
**  Hunter,  or  the  officer  in  cheife  of  his  excel- 
**  lencye's  troope,  to  attend  the  lords  com"  to 
^  Elie,  and  soe  to  wayte  upon  them  untill  theire 
"  retnrne  to  London  being  read, — ^ 
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^^  Mr.  Glaptboroe^  cbeife  bayliffe  in  the  Isk, 
^^  was  by  tbe  Company  desired  to  write  to  the 
^^  said  Cap^  Hunter  to  meet  tbe  com"  at  Erith 
^^  bridge,  witb  bis  troope,  about  10  o^clocke  on 
^^  Wednesday  morninge  next,  signifyinge  that 
'^  att  the  same  tyme  and  place  bee  bimselfe  would 
^^  be  there  with  his  deputie  and  bayliffea  to 
"  attend  the  coip".** 

"  Which  letter,  with  tbe  generairs  enclosed, 
^'  was  sent  by  Mr.  Arundell,  who  was  directed 
^^  to  make  haste  to  deliver  tbe  same^  together 
*'  with  a  letter  to  bis  deputie  and  bayliffes,  and 
^^  give  ace^  to  tbe  Comp^^  att  theire  nieetinge 
"  att  St.  Ives.'' 

The  lords  commissioners  of  adjudication  left 
London  on  the  21st  of  March,  1652,  and  pro- 
ceeded by  way  of  Stevenage  to  St.  Ives^  and 
from  thence  to  Earith,  where  their  lordships 
embarked,  attended  by  several  of  the  Company, 
and  their  servants.  They  advanced  down  the 
New  Bedford  River  to  Stow  Bridge,  and  from 
thence  viewed  the  work  of  St.  John's  Eau,  and 
tbe  several  sluices  near  thereto,  and  thence  pro- 
ceeded to  Ely,  where  they  arrived  in  the  evening 
of  the  23d  of  the  same  month. 

The  two  following  days  tbe  lords  commis- 
sioners were  much  occupied  in  hearing  and  de- 
termining a  great  number  of  petitions  from  va- 
rious parts  of  the  South  Level,  relative  to  the 
works  of  dminage  performed  by  the  adventu- 
rers.   Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden  was  also  desired 
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to  read  over  to  the  lords  and  other  com  mis- 
ftioners  bis  design  for  draining  the  South  Levels 
which  was  done^  and  is  as  follows : 

"  The  designe  in  what  manner  the  South 
^^  Levell  of  the  Fennes  is  dreyned,  humbly  pre- 
<<  sented  to  the  right  honorable  the  lordes  and 
^^  others  comm'*  nominated  in  the  late  acte  of 
^  parliament,  at  Elie,  the  24th  day  of  March, 
**  1652,  by  S'  Cornelius  Vermuyden,  Knight, 
"  director  of  the  workes :" 

**  The  Great  Levell  of  the  Fennes  extendinge 
*'  itselfe  into  the  six  county es  named  in  the  said 
*'  acte  of  parliament,  is  now  divided  by  banckes 
"  into  3  Levells,  namely,  the  North  Levell,  the 
^  Middle  Levell,  and  the  South  Levell,  so  called 
**  from  theire  respective  situations,  whereof  the 
"  two  former  are  already  adjudged  dreyned  by 
*^  the  law  of  Peterborough,  bearing  date  the 
^  SMthday  of  March,  1650,  and  are  so  far  im- 
^'  proved,  that  there  are  about  40,000  acres  at 
*^  this  time  sowne  with  cole  seede,  wheate,  and 
*'  other  winter  graine,  besides  innumerable  quan- 
**  tityes  of  sheepe,  cattle,  and  other  stocke,  where 
^  never  had  byn  any  before,  and  not  surrounded 
«*  since  the  adjudication,  being  now  2   yeares 

"  past.** 

'*  The  South  Levell,  whereupon  your  lord- 
^  fihips*  judgment  is  now  humbly  demand- 
"  ed,  is  devided  from  the  Middle  Levell  by 
'*  streight  banckes  and  a  great  river,  which 
'*  runneth  from  Erith,  in  the   county  of  Ilun- 
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tiogdoD,  to  a  place  called  Salterns  Koade,  in 
the  county  of  Norfoike,  about  one  and  twenty 
miles,  and  extends  itself  eastward  and  south* 
''  ward  to  the  high  lands  of  Norfolke  and  SnC- 
'^  folke,  and  westward  upon  the  high  lands  of  the 
county  of  Cambridge,  conteyninge  by  esti- 
mation about  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoo* 
*'  sand  acres  of  land.* 

Though  this  South  Levell  be  watred  by  5 
rivers  which  runn  through  it,  and  did  here- 
tofore occasion  the  surrounding  thereof,  name- 
ly, the  river  of  Ouze,  the  river  of  Grant,  the 
'^  river  of  Mildenhall,  the  river  of  Brandon,  and 
"  the  river  of  Stoake,  all  mentioned  in  the  said 
^'  late  acte  of  parliament;  yet  it  is  generally 
^*  knowne  that  the  overflowinge  of  the  said 
*^  Level  I  was  occasioned  chiefly  by  the  river  of 
'^  Ouze,  which  is  a  veiy  great  water  in  the  tymc 
"  of  floodes  cominge  downe  from  Newport  Piag. 
neli,  Bedford,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  and  did 
discharge  itselfe  into  this  great  body  of  the 
*^  Fennes,  by  reason,  first,  that  the  old  channell 
of  the  Ouze  was  insufficient  for  such  a  water, 
havinge  neither  bi*eadth  nor  depth  propor- 
tionable, beinge  in  many  places  not  above 
"  one  foote  and  two  foote  deepe  under  soyle, 
"  as  namely,  at  Wiliinghani  Gravell,  Twenty- 
'*  pence,  and  Stretham  Gravell;  secondly,  be- 
"  cause  the  said  river  of  Ouze  ran  in  a  circular 
*^  course  to  the  fall  goinge  upon  the  south  of 
**  Elie,  above  twenty  miles  about,  whereby  the  fell 
*^  was  lessened,  and  havinge  noe  sufficient  banckes 
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'^  to  keep  in  the  water^  it  must  of  necessity  over- 
''  spread  the  Leveil ;  especially,  which  is  the  3"^ 
*'  ^d  last  reason,  because  the  said  water  coming 
'*  to  Harrimeer  and  £lie  there  mett  with  the 
^'  river  of  Grants  which  came  from  Cambridge, 
^'  aad  the  tydes  from  sea,  which  checked  his 
^  course,  and  forced  him  over  the  surface  of 
^^  the  Fennesy  filling  the  other  4  rivera  also, 
''  whic|i  all  fell  also  into  that  channell  with 
'^  theire  water,  and  checkinge  theire  course  to 
^*  the  sea,  also  did  occasion  theire  putting  over 
*'  of  theire  water  upon  the  Leveil,  tliougb  not 
^  in  80  great  proportion/' 

^  Theis  being  the  undoubted  causes  of  the 
^  inandation  of  this  country,  I  did  conclude 
'^  with  myselfe  that  the  best  way  of  dreyning 
*'  would  be,  First,  to  take  of  the  river  of  Ouze 
'^  from  its  old  channell,  and  in  a  shorter  and 
*'  Btraiter  lyne  to  the  fall,  so  that  it  should 
**  rumi  but  twenty  miles  or  thereabouts  to  come 
*'  to  Salter's  Loade,  whereas  it  ran  above  fortie 
''  before,  which  I  have  done  by  addinge  a  large 
'^  bancke  of  fiftie  and  sixtie  foote  in  the  seate, 
^'  and  9,  10,  and  12  foote  high,  drawn  from 
"  the  high  land  of  Over,  above  Erith,  to  Salter's 
'^  Loade  aforesaid,  on  the  south  side  of  the  said 
"  river,  called  New  Bedford  River,  to  restrayne 
^  it  from  overflowing  this  South  Leveil,  leavinge 
*'  a  large  wash  betweene  that  and  the  north 
'^  bancke,  being  half  a  mile  over  whei-e  it  is 
'^  broadest,  in  the  fashion  of  that  which  runs 
•?  from  Peterborough  to  Guyhirne,  between  the 
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^'  Other  two  adjudged  Le veils ;  onely  to  satisfie 
^^  the  demandes  of  some  who  desired  to  con- 
'^  tynue  navigation  with  small  boates  in  the 
'^  old  channell  of  Ouze,  from  Erith  towards 
'^  Cambridge,  I  made  a  navigable  saase  att 
Erithy  upon  the  said  Old  River  of  Oaze, 
to  preserve  that  navigation:  Secondly,  I 
*^  thought  it  necessary  to  shutt  out  the  tydes 
**  from  cominge  the  old  way  up  to  Harri- 
'^  meer,  by  a  dam  made  over  the  Old  Ouze, 
'^  nere  Salter's  Loade,  leavinge  to  the  tyde  the 
**  new  channell  aforesaid,  and  the  whole  wash  to 
*^  play  over»  and  the  rather,  because  the  oatfiill 
'^  would  bee  the  better  preserved,  and  the  towne 
'^  of  Lynne  should  have  no  cause  to  complain 
*^  that  any  damage  should  come  to  theire  haven 
**  by  the  reason  of  this  dreyninge,  placing  a 
"  double  sasse  nere  the  said  dam  of  twenty- 
"  fower  foote  water-way,  with  fresh  water-iloors, 
"  thereby  to  bee  able  both  to  hold  in  and  lett  goe 
'*  the  water,  as  there  should  bee  occasion,  and 
"  preserve  the  navigation  from  Cambridge.*' 

**  This  divertion  of  the  Oiize  and  of  the  tydes 
"  beinge  made,  doth  plainely  demonstrate,  that 
**  the  old  channell  of  the  Ouze  will  receive  the 
"  waters  of  the  fower  lesser  rivers  aforesaid,  viz*: 
^*  Grant,  Mildenhall,  Brandon,  and  Stoake;  and 
^^  least  it  might  bee  objected,  that  duringe  the 
^^  stop  the  tyde  makes,  which  is  about  4  hours  in 
"  12,  the  said  4  lesser  rivers  of  Grant,  Mildenhall, 
"  Brandon,  and  Stoake,  would  swell  upwards, 
^*  and  overflow  the  soyle  of  the  Fennes,  for  want 
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**  of  banckes,  I  did  judge  it  convenient  to  cause 
"  the  rivers  upwards  to  bee  imbanked  with  suffi- 
'^  cient  banckeS;  leaving  proportionable  recepta- 
'^  cles  betweene  the  said  banckes  for  any  sudden 
"  downfall  that  might  happen  to  plash  over  for  a 
"  while," 

*'  And  because  some  doubt   might  bee  made 
^  that  the  said  double  sasse  att  Salter's  Loade 
^*  would  not  bee  capable  to  vente  the  waters  of 
^'  the  said  4  lesser  rivers,  and  the  downfall,  as 
'^  likewise  that  the  fall  there  was  not  sufficient  in 
"  tyme  of  land  floodes,  I  did  direct  a  new  dreyne 
"  of  114  foote  wide,  and  6  foote  deepe,  to  be 
<'  made  from  the  said  dam  over  the  old  Ouze,  near 
**  Salter's  Lode,  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  river, 
''  through  the  land  of  Denver,  Downham,  and 
Stow,  beyond  Stow  Bridge,  about  4  miles  in 
length,  fenced  with  great  banckes  on  either  side, 
*'  and  3  large  sluices  placed  att  the  lower  ende  of 
**  the  said  dreyne  of  24  foote  water-way  a  peece, 
**  where  the  water  into  Ouze  hath  a  better  fall  by 
^^  6  foote  and  a  halfe,  and  runs  sooner  and  longer 
*^  than  at   the   said  double  sasse,  nere  Salter's 
^  Loade,  that  there  might  bee  noe  question  but 
that  the  said  fower  rivers  would  bee  sufficiently 
provided  for.      And  yet,  least   whilst  I  was 
•*  dreyninge  I  might  not  prejudice  the  navigation 
from  Cambridge  to  Salter's  Loade,  and  so  to 
Lyn,  in  regard  the  tydes  were  stopt  out  att 
**  Salter's  Loade,  and  the  old  channell  of  Ouze, 
^'  nere  to  Elie    bridge,    exceedinge    large   and 
*'  spatious,  and  very  shallow,  by  reason  whereof 
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^^  the  navrgation  formerly,  in  dry  tymes,  and  upon 
all  neape  tydes  in  summer,  was  obstructed,  I 
caused  a  water  gage  to  bee  sett  upon  the  said 
river,  nere  Elie,  at  a  place  called  Rassell  Hill, 
to  keep  II p  the  water  att  a  gage,  and  then 
^^  made  a  little  cntt  by  about  a  myle  in  length, 
^^  sufficient  for  boates  to  passe  att  all  tyuies,  and 
^ '  which  is  fedd  with  water.  .sqflUcient  from  Grtmt 
^  river  to  supply  it,  by  reason  of  the  narrowness' 
^^  now  it  is  of,  so  that  the  navigation  is  now  bet- 
ter^  and  more  certaine  than  formerly. ** 
And  allthough  theis  great  workes  are  those 
*^  onely  directed  by  the  acte  of  parliament,  yet  I 
^  have  made  divei*s  other  little  workes  to  convey 
^^  both  little  brookes^  and  also  the  downfall  ia  the 
'•  said  South  Levell.*" 

^'  This  beinge  the  sum  of  my  designe  for  tbd 

^'  dreyninge  of  the  South  Levell,  accordinge  to 

**  the  intent  of  the  late  acte  of  parliament,  I  am 

ready  to  prove  by  witnesses,  that  the  workes 

here  mentioned  are  well  and  sufficiently  per- 

"  formed  att  the  exceedinge  greate  cost  of  the 

"  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  his  adventurer  and  parti* 

pants,  and  now  the  whole  Levell   is  entirely 

dreyned,  and  there  is  not,  besides  the  meres 

pooles  and  lakes  which  are  excepted,  and  not 

to  bee  dreyned  within  the  intention  of  the  said 

acte,  any  part  of  the  said  Levell  undreyned, 

**  more  than  the  washes  and  receptacles,  which 

*'  doe  not  exceede  12,000  acres,  whereas  the  acte 

gives  liberty  for  15,000  acres.*' 

Theis  workes  have  approved  themselves  suf- 
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'*  ficient^  as  well  by  the  great  tyde  about  a  month 
^^  since,  which  overflowed  Marshlande  banckes^and 
"  drowned  much  ground  in  Lincolnshire  and  other 
^^  places,  and  a  flood,  by  reason  of  a  great  snow, 
'^  and  rayne  upon  it  followinge  soon  after,  and  yet 
^  never  hurt  any  part  of  the  whole  Levell;  and 
'^  the  view  of  them,  and  the  consideration  of  what 
^  batli  byn  formerly  said,  proves  a  cleere  dreyn- 
"  inge  accordinge  to  the  acte.** 

'*  If  any  thing  shall  bee  with  reason  objected 
^  against  the  said  dreyninge,  I  am  ready  to  answer 
^the  same,  and  as  I  hope  to  your  lordshipps* 
^  satis^EUstion ;  and  make  it  appear  to  your  lord- 
^^shipps  that  the  designe  is  perfecte,  well  exe- 
**  cuted,  and  every  way  sufficient  for  the  intended 
*^  dreyninge,  without  prejudice  to  navigation  in 
^^  the  said  rivers  and  parts  adjacent.** 

^  I  presume  not  to  say  more  of  the  workes,  least 
^  I  should  bee  accompted  vaine  glorious ;  all* 
^^  though  I  might  truly  affirme  that  the  present  or 
''  former  age  have  done  nothinge  like  it  for  the 
**  generall  good  of  the  nation.  I  humbly  desire 
"  that  God  may  have  the  glory,  for  his  blessing 
^  and  bringing  to  perfection  my  poose  endeavours, 
*^  at  the  vast  charge  of  the  Earle  of  Bedford  and 
'^  his  participants ; 

"  And  humbly  submit  all  to  your 
"Lo^P'"  judgment, 

**  Corn:  Vermuyden.** 

"  The  certificate  of  Mr.  Jonas  Moore,  durveyour 
"  of  the  receptacles  taken  in  by  the  brookes,  and 
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"appointment  of  the  director,  S»  Cornelius  Ver- 
"  muyden,  that  tliey  doe  not  cxceede  the  quan- 
^\  tityes  followinge,  viz*., 

a.     r.    p. 
"  The  Wash  of  Stoake  River        -        400  00  00 

"  The  Wash  of  Brandon  River  -  800  00  00 

«  The  Wash  of  Mildenhall  -  400  00  00 

"  The  Wash  of  New  Ouze  -  5800  00  00 

"  The  Wash  of  Neane          -  -  3500  00  00 

"  The  Wash  nere  Elie          -  -  1000  00  00 

''  The  Wash  of  Grant           -  -  0200  00  00 


12,100  00  00 


"  Jonas  Moore." 

^dk^hfn.  ^^  ^^^  '2®*'*  ^^y  ^^  March,  1653,  the  Com- 
pany were  summoned  to  the  presence  of  the 
lords  conunissioncrs  of  adjudication,  of  whom 
were  present, 

''  Lo:  Com'  Whitelocke,  "  Mr.  Bacon, 

"  Lo:  Com'  Lisle,  "  Mr.  Lowry, 

"  S'  John  Bouchier,  "  S'  Henry  Mildmay, 

^'  Mr.  Henry  Darley,  *'  Mr.  Browster, 

''  Mr.  Talbott  Pepys,  "  Mr.  Eltonhead." 

The  following  adventurers  were  also  present, 

"  Ea:  Bedford,  "  Mr.  Trafford, 

"  S'  Ed:  Partherick,  "  Mr.  Hampson, 

"  Mr.  Henley,  "  Major  Blake, 

'^  Mr  Hamond,      •  *'  Mr.  Holman, 
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"  Mr.  W.  Crane,  "  L*.  Coll:  Underwood, 

"Mr.  Adaiiis,  "  Mr.  Browne, 

"  Mr.  Jo:  Arthur,  "  Mr.  Dey, 

"  Mr.  B.  Arthur,  "  Mr.  Potts, 

'*  Mr.  Jo:  Russell,  "  Mr.  Bland, 

"  Mr:  W.  Smith,  "  Mr.  Lane, 

•*  Capt.  Blackwall,  "  Mr.  Bradley, 

"  Mr.  Henry  Henne,  '^  Mr.  Jessop.^ 

The  instrument  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 
orders  was  read  over,  signed  and  sealed  by  the 
necessary  parties,  and  then  delivered  to  the  CUiii 
of  Bedford.  His  lordship  received  the  important 
document  kneeling.  It  had  been  previously  ar- 
ranged by  the  Company  that  a  general  thanks- 
giving should  take  place,  in  humble  gratitude  to 
Heaven  for  the  completion  of  the  work ;  and  the 
celebrated  Hugh  Peters,  chaplain  to  the  Lord  Ge- 
neral Cromwell,  had  been  requested  by  the  Com- 
pany to  preach  the  sermon  on  this  occasion.  Upon 
rising  from  his  recumbent  posture,  therefore,  the 
Earl  requested  the  lords  commissioners  would 
give  their  presence  at  the  church,  to  which  their 
lordships  instantly  acceded.  On  the  following 
day  the  ceremony  took  place  in  the  cathedral 
church  in  Ely,  and  was  attended  by  the  lords 
commissioners  of  adjudication,  their  officers  and 
suite,  as  well  as  by  the  Eavl  of  Bedford^  and 
others  of  the  company  of  adventurers,  their  officers 
and  servants,  and  a  vast  concourse  of  other  per- 
sons.' 

Reader!  does  not  your  heartthrob  with  fine 
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emotions  in  viewing  even  in  imagination  so  im- 
posing a  scene  ?  Behold  this  truly  Christian  noble- 
man, and  his  indefatigable  companions,  after  all 
their  toils,  their  disappointments,  and  their  mis- 
fortunes, bepding  in  humble  gratitude  and  ado- 
ration at  the  altar  of  their  Maker,  and  offering  np 
their  prayers  and  thanksgivings  for  that  protec- 
tion and  those  mercies  which  had  at  length 
enabled  them  to  accomplish  a  work  so  beneficial 
in  its  effects,  and  so  important  to  the  welfiEUre  of 
the  kingdom  at  large  t  The  ceremony  ended ;  the 
business  of  the  commission  at  Ely  closed ;  and 
that  night  William  Earl  of  Bedford  slept  soondly 
upon  his  pillow. 
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CR  XI. 


Petitions.  — Accession  of  Cromwell.  ^-  Ordinance 
or  Act  of  State. — Sir  Ccmelms  Vermuydens 
DeoUk.  —  His  Scheme  of  Drainage.  —  Rom-^ 
ney  Marsh. — The  Oovemmenl  of  the  Company 
establislied. — The  Restoration  of  King  Charles 
the  Second. 

Bbforb  we  dismiss  the  subject  of  the  adj  udication,  Pctitiom. 
it  will  be  proper  to  notice  briefly  the  several  pe- 
titions that  were  submitted  to  the  commissioners^ 
Some  were  presented  by  persons  interested  in  the 
preservation  of  the  navigation  of  the  several  natural 
rivers;  some  by  parties  claiming  compensation  for 
ii^uries  sustained  by  cutting  the  artificial  rivers^ 
and  erecting  the  sluices ;  some  by  individuals  dis- 
satisfied with  the  quantity  or  quality  of  the  land 
set  out  under  the  Saint  Ives  Law;  and  some  by 
men  whose  lands  had  been  improperly  sold  by 
the  Company  for  payment  of  arrears  of  taxes. 
The  nnmber  of  petitions  amounted  to  upwards  of 
two  hundred.    Their  contents  are  extremely  inte- 
resting, and  enable  us  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  the 
state  of  the  Level,  the  feelings  of  its  inhabitants 
during  the  works  of  drainage,  and  those  local  alter 
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ations  in  the  lots  and  numbers  of  the  adventnren' 
lands^  which  in  modern  days  have  rather  puzzled 
some  of  the  possessors.    The  commissioners^  in 
the  fiL*st  instance,  generally  directed  a  reference 
of  the  point  in  controversy  to  indifferent  persons, 
chosen  by  each  party,  with  power  to  issue  a  com- 
mission out  of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  for 
the  examination  of  witnesses.    The  referees  made 
their  report,  accompanied  with  the  depositions; 
which  report  was  subsequently  considered  and 
finally  disposed  of  by  the  commissioners  of  adju- 
dication.   The  matter  of  these  petitions  is  too 
voluminous  for  insertion  in  this  work ;  but  they 
would  form  a  volume  of  deep  interest  to  the  an* 
tiquary,  and  to  the  reader,  who,  from  local  con- 
nection with  the  subject,  or  literary  curiosity, 
might  feel  desirous  of  becoming  acquainted  with 
all  the  minute  circumstances  attending  the  drain- 
age of  the  Great  Level. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of  adju- 
dication took  place  on  the  1 0th  day  of  July,  1650, 
and  the  last  upon  the  5th  day  of  December,  1654. 
Many  readers  will  perhaps  suppose,  that  the  Earl 
of  Bedford,  having  thus  fulfilled  his  contract,  and 
having  fortunately  obtained  the  adjudication  of 
the  commissionei*s,  would  suspend  his  labours  and 
solicitude.  Far,  far  otherwise.  Alas  I  When 
were  the  exertions  and  anxieties  of  William  Earl 
of  Bedford  to  terminate  ?  He  might  now  exclaim 
with  the  Trojan  General,  "  Italia,  O  Italia  T  He 
might  behold,  that  he  was  not  yet  destined  to  en- 
joy in  peace  and  security  the  promised  land. 
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Soon  after  the  adjudication,  an  event  occuri'ed  AcceMU>aof 
urbich  astonished  the  nation,  Europe,  and  the 
civilized  world, — the  violent  dismissal  of  the  long 
parliament  by  Cromwell,  and  his  immediate  as- 
sumption of  the  supreme,  government.  True  it 
is,  that  the  genius,  the  valour,  and  the  success  of 
Cromwell,  had  mainly  assisted  in  supporting  the 
Commonwealth ;  but  this  event  entirely  changed 
the  nature  and  principles  of  the  government.  It 
effected  a  complete  revolution. 

The  Earl  of  Bedford  was  not  an  idle  spectator 
of  a  change  in  public  affairs  which  might  operate 
so  injuriously  to  the  interests  of  the  Level,  if  not 
render  invalid  those  measures  that  had  been  pur- 
sued^ and  we  may  add,  completed,  under  the  sane* 
tion  and  authority  of  a  government  which  had 
now  ceased  to  exist.  Foresight,  vigilance,  and  acti- 
vity, were  the  characteristics  of  this  incomparable 
nobleman.  He  instantly  perceived,  that  advan- 
tage might  be  taken  by  the  enemies  to  the  drain- 
age (of  whom  alas  !  there  were  too  many)  of  the 
course  of  those  numerous  changes  incidental  to 
the  establishment  of  a  new  dynasty,  to  invalidate  t 
the  proceedings  transacted  under  the  sanction  of 
the  Commonwealth,  unless  the  most  prompt  and 
efficient  measures  should  be  taken,  to  give  to 
these  proceedings  the  protection,  as  well  as  the 
confirmation,  of  the  new  government. 

Althongh  the  Ekirl  of  Bedford  appears  to  have 
taken  no  part  whatever  in  the  public  affairs  of 
this  most  eventful  period,  Cromwell  was  too 
keen  an  observer,  and  too  good  a  judge  of  human 
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nature,  not  to  estimate  truly  the  EarFs  character 
for  high  integrity,  determined  perseverance,  and 
almost  unexampled  philanthropy.  What  was  the 
Earl's  opinion  of  the  personal  character  or  politi- 
cal conduct  of  Cromwell,  we  have  no  record  by 
which  we  can  form  an  accurate  opinion.  Each 
party  appeared  actuated  by  a  similar  disposition 
to  confirm  the  adjudication.  Accordingly,  an 
ordinance  or  act  of  state  was  passed  by  the  Pro* 
tector  and  his  council,  and  subsequently  con* 
firmed  (as  were  many  other  acts  of  the  Common- 
wealth) by  the  Parliament,  (which  assembled  on 
the  17th  day  of  September,  1656,)  by  an  act 
passed  the  22d  day  of  June,  1 657. 

The  ordinance  itself  is  an  important  document, 
as  it  affords  an  illustration  of  the  legislative  pro» 
ceedipgs  of  that  important  period. 

Ordinance,  or    *^  An    Ordinance  for    the    Preservation    of  the 

"  Works  of  the  Great  Level  of' the  FensS' 

*'  Oliver,  Lord  Protector  of  the  Commonwealth 
^^  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  the 
"  dominions  and  territories  thereunto  belonging, 
*^  To  all  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greet- 
*'  ing.  Whereas,  by  an  act  of  parliament,  en- 
"  tituled  ^  An  act  for  the  draining  of  the  Great 
*'  Level  of  the  Fens,  extending  itself  into  the 
several  counties  of  Northampton,  Norfolk,  Suf- 
folk, Lincoln,  Cambridge,  and  Huntingdon, 
and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  or  some  of  them,'  William 
Ejirl  of  Bedford,  participants,  and  adventurers^ 
''  are  thereby  empowered  to  drain  the  said  Level, 
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**  wbicli  is  done  accordingly,  and  so  adjudged ; 
^  and  to  have  for  their  recompence  the  propor- 
^  ticm  of  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  which  is 
<'  also  set  out  and  assigned:  In  and  by  which 
^^  act  there  is  not  a  full  remedy  made  and  pro- 
^  vided  to  enforce  the  payment  of  taxes,  which 
**  shull  be  laid  out  and  assessed,  in  order  to  the 
"  preserving  of  the  said  Level:  For  remedy 
^  whereof,  and  also  for  providing  of  all  ways 
^  and  means  conducing  to  the  preservation  there- 
of, be  it  ordained  and  established^  by  his 
liighness  the  Lord  Protector,  with  the  con- 
^  Bent  of  his  council.  That  upon  any  tax  or 
^^  taxes  to  be  made  or  laid,  in  pursuance  of  the 
'^  said  act,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
^^  any  person  or  persons,  by  any  warrant  under 
*^  the  hands  and  seals  of  any  five  or  more  of  the 
^*  said  adventurers  or  participants  of  the  said 
ninety-five  thousand  acres,  (having  five  hun- 
dred aci*es  a  piece,)  not  only  to  distrain  upon 
the  said  lands,  which  are  or  shall  be  in  arrear 
for  such  taxes,  but  in  case  of  non  payment 
^^  by  the  space  of  thirty  days  after  the  tax  so 
^^  in  arrear,  to  sell  the  distress,  or  distresses  so 
''  taken,  and  the  moneys  arising  by  such  sale 
^  or  sales,  to  he  employed  as  well  to  the  sa- 
^'  tisfying  of  such  arrears  of  taxes,  as  to  the  pay- 
^  meat  of  two  shillings  in  the  pound  for  the 
'*  taxes  so  in  arrear,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Earl, 
''  participants,  and  adventurers,  their  heirs  and 
*^  assigns,  for  defraying  charges  occasioned  in 
*^  and  about  such  distresses  and  sales,  rendering 
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'^  always  the  surplusage  npon  such  sales^  above 
'^  the  said  arrear  taxes,  and  two  shillings  in  the 
pound  aforesaid,  if  any  be,  to  the  owner  of 
the  distresses  demanding  the  same ;  and  where 
''  no  sufficient  distress  or  distresses  shall  he' 
''  found,  after  the  said  thirty  days,  when  any 
pei-son  shall  come  to  distrain  for  such  taxes 
in  arrear.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  that  in  such  cases  it  shall  and  may 
^^  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  William  Eail 
^'  of  Bedfoi'd,  participants,  and  adventurers,  their 
''  heirs  and  assigns,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them, 
^^  having  the  said  proportion  of  five  hundred 
**  acres  a-piece,  to  lay  any  mulct  or  penalty  fof 
^*  non-payment  of  taxes  so  made  or  laid  as  afore- 
^^  said,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  three  shilling^ 
^'  and  four  pence  iu  the  pound  for  the  taxes 
unpaid,  and  as  well  for  the  said  taxes  as  pe- 
nalty, to  enter,  seize,  and  sequester  the  lands 
so  in  arrear  for  want  of  taxes,  to  and  for  the 
*^  use  of  the  said  Earl,  participants,  and  adven- 
"  turers,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  and  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  said  sequestered  lands  to 
receive  without  accompt,  until  the  said  taxes 
and  penalties  shall  be  satisfied  and  paid.* 
"  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  established 
**  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  said  Wil- 
**  liani  Earl  of  Bedford^  participants,  and  adven- 
**  turers,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  or  any  five  or 
"  more  of  them,  having  the  said  proportion  of 
"  five  hundred  acres,  shall  and  may  use  and 
**  exercise   the    same,   and   the    power    for   the 
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"  making,  repairing,  and  amending  of  any  banks, 
''  dams,  sluices,  sasses,  drains,  or  other  works, 
^  made  or  to  be  made  out  of  the  compass  and 
''  boundaries  of  the  said  Great  Level,  as  they 
"  or  any  five. of  them,  do  or  may  use  or  exercise 
^^  in  the  repairing  or  amending  of  any  banks, 
'^  dams^  sluices,  sasses,  drains  or  works,  within 
^  the  compass  of  the  said  Level l.** 

^^  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  established 
^  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  if  any  person 
^  or  persons  shall   unlawfully  cut,  cast  down, 
"  barn,  or  destroy,  or  other  act  do  for  the  de- 
^  stroying  of  any  bank,  dam,  sluice,  sasse,  drain, 
^^  or  other  work,   made  or  to  be  made,  which 
'^  doth  or  shall  conduce  to  the  draining  of  the 
^'  said  Level,  that  in  such   cases,  the  com  mis- 
^  sioners  in  the    said    act   named,  or   such  as 
*^  shall  from  time  to  time  be  nominated  in  their 
'*  rooms  by    act  of   parliament,  or  under  the 
•*  Great  Seal  of  England,  according  to  the  said 
"  act,    or  any  three    or  more   of  them,   upon 
'^  complaint  and  proof  made  before  them  of  such 
"  unlawful  burning,  casting  down,  cutting,  or 
•*  destroying,  or  other  act  doing  for  destroying 
"  as  aforesaid,    award  double  damages  to   the 
*^  said  Earl,  participants,  and  adventurers,  their 
**  heirs  and  assigns,  to  be  levied  by  distress  and 
"  sale  of  the  offender's  goods,  and  to  be  im  ployed 
^*  for  and  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  said 
^^  works ;  and  for  want  of  sufficient  distress,  to 
^*  commit  such  offender  or  offenders  to  the  House 
"  of  Correction,  there  to  remain  until  satisfac- 
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'^  tion  be  made  and  given  of  the  said  damages 
^'  so  awarded ;  And  if  such  cuttings  burning, 
'^  easting  down^  or  destroying,  shall  be  perverse 
'^  and  malicious,  the  offenders  therein  shall  be 
^^  adjudged  felons,  and  be  proceeded  agaimit, 
^'  and  suffer  such  pains  and  punishments  as 
*'  those  who  shall  perversely  or  maliciously  cut 
"  the  new  Podick  bank  in  Marshland,  In  the 
''  county  of  Norfolk ;  provided  that  all  and  every 
^^  such  offender  be  prosecuted  within  four  months 
"  next  after  the  offence  committed." 

^'  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  established, 
^^  that  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  three  or 
^^  more  of  them,  are  hereby  impowei'ed  and  aur 
^^  thorized  to  hear,  adjudge,  and  determine,  all 
^^  matter  and  things  for  and  concerning  the  dis- 
**  turbing  the  possession  or  possessions  of  any 
'^  adventurer,  or  participant,  in  the  said  ninety- 
"  five  thousand  acres,  or  any  part  thereof,  their 
or  any  of  their  heirs  or  assigns,  as  also  for  and 
concerning  all  ways  and  passages  used  or  be- 
longing to  any  part  or  parcel  thereof;  and  upon 
*^  judgement  and  determination  given  therein, 
"  then  to  commit  to  the  common  gaol  all  such 
person  and  persons  who  shall  not  be  conform- 
able thereunto,  there  to  remain  until  a  con- 
formity and  obedience  shall  be  given  ;  and  the 
"  sheriff  and  all  other  officers  and  ministers  of 
"  justice,  and  such  as  shall  be  concerned,  are 
"  hereby  required  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to 
^*  the  said  commissioners  in  what  they  shall  do, 
"  or  command  to  be  done  or  executed  by  vertue 
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*^  of  ibis  ordinance;  and  all  aiid  every  person  and 
"  persons  concerned,  or  to  be  concerned  by  this 
^'  ordinslnce,  or  which  shall  do  any  thing  in  exe- 
*'  cutioB  of  the  same,  may  upon  any  action,  suit, 
''  or  information,  plead  the  general  issue,  and 
**  upon  any  issue  joyned  may  give  this  ordinance 
ia  evidence^  which  shall  be  of  equal  force  and 
Talidity  as  if  the  same  had  been  especially 
**  pleaded;  and  all  judges,  justices,  jurors,  and 
"  others,  are  so  to  accept  the  same.  Provided 
**  tbat  this  ordinance,  or  any  thing  therein  con^ 
*^  taioed,  shall  not  extend,  nor  be  construed  to 
^  extend,  to  invalidate  any  covenant,  contract, 
*^  or  agreement,  made  by  the  said  adventurers 
•*  with  the  purchasei*s  of  any  part  of  the  ninety-^ 
'*  five  thousand  acres,  or  among  themselves,  con* 
^'  eerning  the  taxing,  not  taxing,  or  the  manner 
^  of  ttting,  of  or  concerning  any  part  of  the 
"  ninety-five  thousand  acres.'* 

**  And  be  it  further  ordained  or  established, 
*•  that  if  any  person  or  persons  of  a  forein  nation^ 
"  in  league  and  amity  with  the  commonwealth^ 
t>eing  protestants,  shall  become  purchaser  of 
farmer  of  any  lands,  part  of  the  said  ninety-five 
thousand  acres,  the  said  person  or  persons, 
"  their  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  (as 
"  to  the  said  lands,  and  the  rents,  profits,  and 
^  proceeds  of  the  same,  and  all  suits  touching 
^  the  same,)  shall  be  accounted  free  denizens 
**  of  ttfis  commonwealth,  and  enjoy  the  like  pri- 
**  vlledgcs  and  advantages  for  descent  to  theii' 
^  children,  dowfer  to  their  wifes,  and  otherwise,  as 


tt 


Veriiiuyden. 


288  STATE  OF  THE  GREAT  LEVEL 

'*  denizens    of   this    commonwealth    ought    to 
"  enjoy  " 

Let  us  digress  shortly  to  a  subject  not  altoge- 
ther uninteresting,  before  we  notice  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Earl  after  obtaining  the    foregoing 
ordinance  and  act  of  state. 
Death  of  Sir  c.       It  has  bccu  already  stated^  that  Sir  Cornelias 

Vermuyden  continued  to  be  the  director  general 
of  the  works  in  the  South  Level.    He  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  greatly  benefited  by  the  ap- 
pointment, or  for  his  general  services  in  the  Level. 
He  became  involved  in  pecuniary  difficulties  with 
the  Company,  whose  meetings  he  appears  to  have 
attended  for  the  last  time  upon  the  4th  of  Fe* 
bruary,  1655,  having  been  previously  ordered  to 
acccmnt  for  a  considerable  sum  received  by  him 
for  expediting  the  works  of  drainage ;  but  fiuluig 
to  do  so,  part  of  his  land  was  sequestered,  to 
answer  the  demand.    Whether  this  circumstance 
induced  his  retirement,  or  whether,  having  arrived 
at  a  "  good  old  age,"  he  was  removed  from  the 
turmoil  and  troubles  of  this  world,  must  remain 
doubtful:  no  record  remains  of  his  ultimate  des- 
tiny: but  it  is  conjectured  that  this  most  extra- 
ordinary man  died  between  the  4tli  of  February, 
1655,  and   the  12tb  of  March  following,  as  his 
son  (who  had  previously  attended  with  great  re- 
gularity the  meetings  of  the  Company)  was  ab- 
sent from  the  several  meetings  during  that  pe- 
riod.   Thus  terminated,  rather  ignobly,  the  Hfe 
of  a  man  of  no  ordinary  vigour  of  mind.     Pos- 
terity ofFei'S  him  no  tribute  of  respect.     It  is  the 
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misfortane  of  the  race  of  the  present  day  that 
tbey  are  called  upon  to  correct  the  errors  of 
their  predecessors.  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden 
was  the  fatal  origin  of  these  errors.  His  son 
appears  to  have  possessed  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  adventurers'  land^  which  he  had  purchased 
for  arrears  of  taxes.  He  attended  the  meetings 
of  the  Company  until  the  restoration^  after  which, 
on  the  second  election  of  the  board  (1663),  he 
was  chosen  as  Conservator;  but  he  never  attended. 
His  land  was  conveyed  to  strangers,  and  no  fur- 
ther record  of  him,  or  of  any  other  branch  of  his 
fiEttnlly,  is  now  to  be  found. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


State  of  the  Great  Level  under  the  Proteclcrate^ 
continued.  —  Disapproval  of  Sir  CorneUui^ 
Scheme.— IVesterdyhe  consulted.^- Opinions  f^ 
Badeslade^  Labelye^  Leaford,  Elstob,  and  Snutk^ 
— Account  of  Romney  Marsh.— Adoption  ^ 
Laws  and  Customs  of, — Laws,  System  of  Gth 
vemment,  and  Officers  of  the  Ghreat  Level.— 
Death  of  Cromwell. 

The  scheme  "  propounded"  by  Sir  Cornelias  Ver- 

inuyden,  and  unfortunately  adopted  in  all  the 
different  attempts  of  drainage,  did  not  receive  the 
entire  approbation  either  of  ancient  or  modem 
days.  Sir  Cornelius  had  unluckily  drawn  bis 
conclusions  from  his  knowledge  of  Holland  and 
Flanders.  These  countries  were  utterly  dissi- 
milar to  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens.  The  former 
were  recovered  from  the  sea,  to  which  the  lands 
were  contiguous.  The  latter  was  many  miles 
distant  from  the  ocean,  to  which  it  had  never 
yielded,  except  to  the  partial  flux  and  reflux  of 
the  tides.  The  error  of  Sir  Cornelius  originated 
in  a  great  neglect  of  the  outfalls  to  sea,  for  the 
improvement  of  which  no  plan  whatever  was  car- 
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ried  into  execution.  The  Great  Level  was  an 
extensive  plain,  through  which  four  natural  rivers 
bad  regular  and  continued  currents ;  namely,  the 
Welland,  the  Nene,  the  Ouze,  and  the  Grant; 
each  of  these  rivers  effecting  a  junction  with 
tributary  streams.  Surely,  the  obvious  course  was 
to  scour  out,  widen,  deepen,  and  straighten  these 
rivers  and  adjoining  streams,  and  embank  their 
sides,  partly  with  the  earth  arising  from  the  ex- 
cavation, and  partly  with  earth  of  a  stronger  sub- 
stance, which  might  have  been  readily  obtained 
in  the  vicinity,  surrounded  as  the  Great  Level  was 
by  chalk  and  strong  clay  land.  Having  thus  im-- 
proved  the  internal  drainage  by  natural  means. 
Sir  Cornelius  ought  to  have  turned  his  attention 
Co  widening  or  compressing  (as  the  case  might 
require)  the  line  of  rivers  out  of  the  Level,  in 
their  course  to  the  outfall;  and  further  relief  might 
have  been  given,  by  making  a  receptacle  at  the 
foot  of  the  high  lands,  in  the  nature  of  a  catch- 
water  drain  for  the  upland  waters  at  the  time  of 
pressure,  as  recently  recommended  by  the  late 
John  Rennie,  Esq.  Instead,  however,  of  pur- 
suing plans  so  evidently  beneficial,  thus  aiding 
and  improving  the  works  of  nature.  Sir  Cornelius 
completely  altered  the  face  of  the  Level,  by  aban- 
doning in  many  cases  the  natural  rivers,  and 
catting  straight  drains  through  porous  soils, 
which,  for  want  of  a  continual  current,  soon  closed 
up  again ;  and  as  one  error  occasioned  another^ 
sluices  were  erected,  and  endless  unnecessary 
works  executed,  at  an  expense  much  beyond  what 
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would  have  been  required  had  the  system  been 
confined  to  a  natural  instead  of  an  artificial  plan 
of  drainage.     The  best  intentioned  persons  arc 
unfortunately   liable   to  error.      No  doubt  can 
justly  be  entertained  of  Bishop  Morton's  solici* 
tude  to  benefit  the  Great  Level ;  but,  alas !  we 
must  not  shrink  from  the  truth :  be  it  was  who 
fii-st  introduced  the  system   of  cutting  straight 
artificial  rivet's ;  he  it  was  who  abandoned  nature 
and  resorted  to  art,  by  the  erection  of  Stand- 
ground  Sluice,  thereby  first  establishing  the  prin- 
ciple  of  diverting   the  ever  active  currents  of 
natural  rivers.     King  James,  as  well   as  King 
Charles  the  First,  continued  the  system,  as  did 
Francis  and  William  Earls  of  Bedford,  unques- 
tionably induced  thereto  by  an  anxious  desire  to 
avail  themselves,  each  in  his  turn,  of  the  immense 
Slims  that  had  been  previously  expended  by  their 
respective  predecessors. 

William  Earl  of  Bedford  liad  indeed  his  mis- 
givings of  Vermuyden's  sy^^teni  being  founded  in 
"absolute  wisdom;"  and   in  1652,  his  lordship 
moved  the  Company  that  Bamnce  Westerdyke, 
an  eminent  Dutch  engineer,  should  be  called  over 
to  give  his  opinion  of  the  plan  being  then  pro- 
secuted in  the  Level.     Westerdyke  accordingly 
came  to  England,    and  took  a  general   view  of 
the  Level,  and  of  the  works  then  already  exe- 
cuted, as  well  as  of  those  at  that  time  in  progress. 
His  opinions  were  not  favorable  to  the  plan ;  but 
it  was  too  late   to  think  of  any  alteration.     To 
those  who  have  had  the  least  expenence  in  the 
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practice  of  engineering  it  will  certainly  create 
BO  surprise,  that  Westerdyke  should  dissent 
from  the  plan  of  drainage  then  sanctioned  by 
Vermuyden.  Probably,  had  Verrauyden  been 
called  upon  to  give  his  opinion  of  any  scheme, 
suggested  by  Westerdyke,  he  would  liave  differed 
in  like  manner  from  Westerdyke,  as  Westerdyke 
himself  did  from  Vermuyden.     No  doubt  can  ex-. 

• 

ist  that  engineers  are  men  of  science,  of  indus- 
try,  and  utility.  The  works  erected  throughout 
the  kingdom  under  the  superintendence  of  Tel- 
ford, of  Walker,  of  the  two  Kennies,  of  Mylne, 
and  of  many  others,  are  splendid  monuments  of 
their  genius,  their  taste,  and  their  skill.  But 
it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the  province,  or  rather 
the  practice  of  engineers,  so  frequently  leads  them 
to  **  agree  to  disagree."  It  might  be  well  per- 
haps if  in  many  cases  they  were  ignorant  of  their 
employers. 

An  anecdote  will  best  illustrate  the  author's 
opinion  upon  this  subject.  Two  persons  disputed 
about  a  matter  of  fact,  namely,  the  base  and  alti- 
tade  of  Saint  Paul's  Cathedral;  each  supporting 
his  opinion  by  a  wager  of  one  hundred  guineas. 
Engineers  were  employed  by  both  parties,  and  hav- 
ing viewed  the  building,  and  taken  sections,  they 
reported  the  result  to  their  employers.  The  differ- 
ence being  considerable,  an  umpire  became  neces- 
sary^ who,  having  also  viewed  and  taken  sections, 
reported  in  favor  of  the  correctness  of  the  one  en- 
gineer^ as  to  the  base,  but  disagreed  with  the  other 
as  to  the  altitude :  in  fine,  the  wager  could  not  be 
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decided.  Both  parties  bad  however  to  pay  each 
engineer  fifty  guineas^  and  to  be  content  to  live 
the  remainder  of  their  days  in  conjecture  only  of 
what  was  the  actual  base  and  altitude  of  Saint 
Paul's  Cathedral. 

To  return  to  our  subject.     It  plainly  appears 
from  what  Westerdyke  relates  in  the  brief  of  his 
observations  of  what  passed  between  him  and  Sir 
Cornelius^  and  his  pretended  demonstration,  that 
neither  of  them  was  master  of  so  much  theory  as 
to  be  able  to  determine  what  water-way  would 
be  sufficient  at  Denver  for  the  land  waters,  what- 
ever knowledge  or  practice  these  two  gentlemen 
may  be  allowed  to  have  enjoyed  in  other  matters. 
The  opinion  and  advice  of  Westerdyke  came  too 
late,  and  consequently '  no  alteration  took  place 
in  the  plans  pursued  by  Vermuyden.     It  may, 
however,  be  interesting  briefly  to  advert  to  the 
opinions  of  authors  as  to  the  ruinous  effects  which 
they  considered  were  produced  by  the  system  of 
artificial  rivers  and  sluices. 
Bad.  p.  101.  "  The  only  reason  (says  Badeslade)  why  the 

Fens  were  at  all  drowned  in  the  winter,  at  the 
time  of  the  undertaking  for  a  general  drainage, 
was,  that  proper  drains  were  not  made  to  con- 
vey the  waters  of  the  Level  into  the  main  stream 
(viz.  the  river  Ouze) ;  and  also  because  the  river 
itself  was,  from  Huntingdon  to  Ely,  generally  foul 
and  overgrown  with  weeds,  and  stopped  with 
weers  ;  and  against  Ely,  as  in  other  parts,  made 
shallow  by  gravels  and  fords.  Had  they  been 
removed  (as  the  Lord  Popham  and  others  pro- 
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posed)  for  the  readier  passage  of  the  waters  in 
times  of  floods,  it  was  at  that  time  believed  the 
Fens  would  not  have  been  hurtfully  overflowed 
by  the  waters  of  the  Ouze.  This  shews  that  the 
Fens  cannot  be  drained^  unless  the  principal  river, 
which  is  the  Ouze,  be  made  so  wide  and  deep  as 
to  be  capable  of  passing  through  it  to  sea  the 
waters  descending  from  the  high  countries.*' 
^'  Nature  (continues  the  same  author),  in  the 
compass  of  a  few  hundred  years,  made  the  river 
Ouze  very  wide  and  deep,  compared  with  the  di- 
mensions it  was  of  before  Wisbech  waters  had 
their  course  by  Lynn  Harbour,  and  continued  to 
enlarge  it  in  width  and  depth  by  degrees,  until 
Denver  Sluices  were  erected  cross  it,  beneath  the 
mouths  of  all  the  rivers  that  have  their  outfall  to 
Lynn ;  which  sluices,  hindering  the  tide  from 
flowing  into  its  ancient  receptacles,  and  the  river, 
haven,  and  channel  to  seaward  being  thereby  de- 
prived of  their  wonted  stock  of  back  water  to 
scour  out  the  silt  or  sand  in  their  reflux  which 
the  tide  brings  up  in  the  flux,  they  were  soon 
choked  with  the  said  silt  and  sand  ;  so  very  soon, 
tfaat  Lynn,  Cambridge,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  adjacent  parts  were  thoroughly  convinced  the 
said  sluices  were  the  cause  thereof.  And,  for  our 
part^  we  can't  help  being  of  opinion,  that  if 
Denver  Sluices  had  not  been  erected,  nature 
would  herself,  by  this  time,  have  made  the  river 
Ouze  and  outfall  to  Lynn  so  wide  and  deep,  that 
there  would  have  been  room  for  the  fen  waters  to 
pass  to  sea  in  winter  time ;  and  that  the  fens, 
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with  proper  drains  to  convey  their  downfoll  wa- 
ters into  Ouze,  would  have  been  perfectly  exicca- 
ted,  especially  if  art  had  been  used  to  assist  na- 
ture by  embankments,  not  to  contradict  her  by 
sluicing  her  waters.** 

Although  Badeslade*s  book  is  undoubtedly  a 
work  of  great  merit,  and  the  production  of  a 
scholar  and  a  man  of  science ;  yet  must  his  opi- 
nions be  viewed  with  considemble  jealousy,  and 
by  no  means  adopted  as  infallible.  For  instance, 
in  the  foregoing  opinions  he  purposely  omits  the 
additional  scour  the  great  river  received  below 
Denver  Sluice,  by  the  upland  waters  passing 
down  the  New  Bedford  River.  In  short,  Bades- 
lade  wrote  for  a  purpose ;  and  his  opinions  gene- 
rally squared  with  those  of  his  employers.  Dug- 
dale's  History  of  Draining  and  Embanking,  and 
Badeslade*s  History  of  the  Navigation  of  Lynn, 
will  always  be  considered  standard  works,  with- 
out a  knowledge  of  which  no  one  can  be  con- 
sidered thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  History 
of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  or  the  principles 
of  drainage  and  navigation. 

Other  writers,  however,  upon  these  important 
subjects,  have  offered  opinions  worthy  of  some 
notice.  In  the  year  1745,  Charles  Labelye,  a 
native  of  Switzerland,  the  architect  of  Westmin- 
ster Bridge,  took  a  view  of  the  Fens,  and  reported 
his  opinion  to  the  Corporation  of  the  Bedford 
Level.  Labelye  was  evidently  a  man  of  acute 
observation  and  considerable  skill.  His  report 
evinces  great  judgment,  and  his  opinions  are  en- 
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itied  to  the  highest  respect.  He  expresses  bim- 
lelf  exceedingly  averse  to  the  artificial  plans  pur- 
sued by  Vermuyden.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
Leaford,  of  Elstob,  and  of  Smith,  who  have  res^^ 
>ectively  made  reports  at  different  times  as  to  the 
rtate  of  the  Great  Level.  It  is,  however,  unne- 
cessary to  dwell  longer  in  this  place  upon  these 
natters.  The  die  was  cast ;  and  it  is  the  province 
3f  fen  men  of  the  present  day  to  rectify  the  errors 
3f  their  predecessors. 

The  final  adjudication  of  the  commissioners 
baving  been  obtained  by  William  Earl  of  Bed- 
ford, his  participants,  and  adventurers,  and  pos- 
session taken  of  the  95,000  acres,  and  the  new 
government  of  Cromwell  having  confirmed  ail 
the  proceedings  under  the  act  of  1649,  the  con- 
tract was  completed.  The  zeal,  the  industry,  and 
perseverance  of  the  Earl  did  not  on  that  account 
relax.  He  had  long  foreseen  the  necessity  of 
some  steps  being  taken  for  the  constant  care  and 
preservation  of  the  immense  works  that  had  been 
executed  at  such  an  enormous  expense. 

The  meetings  of  the  Company  had  been  very  ir- 
regular. Many  persons  obtruded  themselves  with* 
out  any  right  to  be  present.  The  qualification 
directed  by  the  act  had  not  been  adhered  to;  nei- 
ther had  the  oflicers  and  servants  employed  on 
the  works  any  regular  authorities  to  whom  they 
could  refer  in  cases  of  difiiculty.  The  constant 
attendance  of  the  Earl  and  of  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Saint  John  greatly  tended  to  preserve  order  and 
decorum,  amidst  so  many  jarring  and  discordant 
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interests.  The  Earl^  previously  to  the  adjadica* 
tioo,  expressed  a  desii*e,  that  as  soon  as  that  de- 
sirable event  should  occur,  some  steps  should  be 
taken  by  the  Company  for  forming  a  permaneDt 
system  of  government. 
A.  D.  1652.  On  the  22d  of  February,  1652,  it  was  orderedi 

''  that  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  the  Lord  Chief  Jos- 
tice  Saint  John,  Mr.  Fountayne,  Mr.  Thorloei 
Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Hammond,  Mr.  Gorges,  Mr. 
"  Henley,  senior,  Mr.   Say,  Sir  Cornelius  Ver- 
muyden,  Mr.  Marcham,  and  Mr.  Carill,  should 
be  a  committee ;  and  they,  or  any  three  of  them, 
^*  were  desired  to  advise  with  counsel,  and  take 
'^  into  their  consideration  what  was  fit  to  be  of- 
fered to  the  Company,  for  the  ordering,  govern- 
ing, and  regulating  of  the  works  after  the  next 
^^  adjudication;  and  the  committee  was  to  con- 
sider all  things  conducive  thereto." 
This  committee  took  great  pains.      The  act  of 
App.  p.  374,     1640  authorized  "  Williaui  Earl  of  Bedford,  par- 
ticipants, and  adventurers,   his  and  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  each  of  them  having  two  hundred 
acres  a  piece  of  the  said  95,000  acres,  or  any 
".five  or  more  of  them,  after  the  said  work  of 
drainage  should  be  adjudged,  and  none  other 
person  or  persons,  should  within  the  said  Levell 
have  such  and  the  same  power  and  authority  as 
commissioners  of  sewers,  authorized  by  actor 
'*  acts  of  parliament  heretofore  made  and  enacted, 
'*  and  then  in  force,  had  or  might  have,  within 
**  the  said  LeveV^    They  were  also  invested  with 
power  to  lay  and  levy  taxes  for  the  upholding, 
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repairing,  and  maintainiog  the  works ;  with  fur-> 
ther  power  to  make  such  by-laws  and  orders  as  by 
and  according  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  Rom- 
ney  Marsh  were  provided  or  used.  As  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Company  was  afterwards  formed 
upon  the  basis  of  these  laws  and  customs,  and  as 
the  general  Drainage  Act^  passed  15  Charles  the  i5Ciir.2. 
Second,  also  conferred  upon  the  corporation  full  ^^^pp*^^^' 
power  to  use  and  exercise  such  laws  and  customs, 
it  may  not  be  considered  quite  foreign  to  the  pur- 
pose of  this  work  to  give  some  information  upon 
a  subject  not  generally  understood  in  the  Bed- 
ford Level. 

We  are  informed  by  Lambard,  that  "  Romney  Romncy 
Marsh  is  famous  throughout  the  realm,  as  well  Lamiwrd's 
lor  the  fertility  and  quantity  of  the  soil  and  of  kSIT**^ 
levels  as  also  for  the  ancient  and  wholesome  ordi- 
nance there  used  for  the  preservation  and  main- 
tenance of  the  banks  and  walls  against  the  rage 
of  the  sea. 

**  It  containeth  (as  by  due  computation  it  may 
appear)  24,000  acres.  For  the  taxation  of  Rom- 
ney Marsh  only  (not  accompting  Walland  Marsh, 
Guilford  Marsh,  &c.)  amountetb  to  fiftie  pounds, 
after  the  rate  of  one  half-penny  per  acre;  and  it 
is  at  this  day  governed  by  certain  lawes  of  sewers, 
that  were  made  by  one  Henry  Bathe  (a  justice 
and  commissioner  for  that  purpose)  in  the  time 
of  Henry  HI. 

**  Of  which  his  statute's  experience  in  time  hath 
begotten  such  allowance  and  liking,  that  it  was 
afterwards  not  only  ordered  that  all  the  low 
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grounds  between  Tanet  in  Kent  and  Pensey  in 
Sussex  should  be  guided  by  the  same^  bat  they 
are  also  now  become  a  patern  and  exemplar  to 
all  the  like  places  of  the  whole  realme,  whereby  to 
be  governed.    The  place  hath  in  it  sundry  vil- 
lages, although  not  thick   set  nor  much   inba;. 
bited  ;  because  it  was^  at  the  period  this  aathor 
wrote,  (1666,)  evil  in  winter,  grievous  in  sum^ 
mer,  and  never  good,  as  Hesiodus  (the  old  poet) 
sometime  said  of  the  country  where  his  father 
dwelt ;   and   therefore  very  I'easonable   in  their 
conceit,  which  doe  imagine  that  Kent  hath  three 
steps,  or  degrees,  of  which  the  first  (say  they) 
oflTereth  wealth  without  health  ;  the  second  givetb 
both  wealth  and  health ;  and  the  third  aifordeth 
health  only,   and   little  or  no  wealth.     For  if  a 
man    minding  to    pass  through    Kent  towards 
London,  should  arrive,  and  make  his  fiirst  stq) 
on  land  in  Romney  Marsh,  he  shall  rather  find 
good  grass  uudcrlbot,  than  wholesome  air  above 
the  head  ;  again,  if  he  steps  over  the  hills,  and 
come  into  the  Weald,  he  shall  have  at  once  the 
commodities  cali  et  soli^  of  the  aire  and  of  the 
earth      But  if  he  pass  that,  and  climb  the  next 
step  of  hills  that  aie  between  him  and  London, 
he  shall  have  wood,  conies,  and  corn  for  his  wealth, 
and    (toward  the    increase  of  his  health)   if  he 
sicke,  lie  shall  find  a  good  stomach  in  the  stone 
field.      No   marvel   it   is   therefore,    if   Romnev 
Marsh  be  not  greatly  peopled,  seeing  most  men 
be  yet  still  of  Porcius  Cato  his  mind,  who  held 
them  stark  mad  that  would  dwell  in  an  nnwhole- 
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tome  air,  were  the  soil  never  so  good  and  fer- 
eile. 

"  And  hereof  it  came  to  pass,  that  King  Edward 
tbe  Fourth  (in  the  beginning  of  his  reign)  grant- 
ed, and  each  prince  sithence  hath  confirmed,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  all  the  towns  within  the  li- 
ibits  of  Romney  Marsh  should  be  incorporated 
by  the  name  of  bayliffe,  twenty-four  jurats,  and 
commonaltie  of  Romney  Marsh  in  the  countie  of 
Kent,  having  a  court  from  three  weeks  to  thi*ee 
weeks,  in  which  they  hold  pleas  of  all  actions, 
real   and  personal,  civil  and    criminal;   having 
pdwer  to  choose  four  justices  of  the  peace  yearly 
amongst  themselves,  besides  the  bayliffe,  who  is 
armed  with  the  like  authority,  having  moreover 
tbe  return  of  all  tbe  prince's  writs,  the  benefit  of 
all  fines,  forfeits,  and  amerciaments,  the  privileges 
of  leet,  law-day  and  tourne,  and  exemption  from 
telle  and  tare,  scot  and  lot,  fifteen  and  subsidie, 
and  from  so  many  other  charges  as  no  one  place 
within  the  realme  hath.    All  which  was  done  (as 
it  appeareth  in  the  Charter  itself)  to  allure  men 
to  inhabit  the  Marsh,  which  they  had  before  then 
abandoned,  partly  for  the  unwholesomeness  of  the 
soil,  and  partly  for  fear  of  the  enemie,  who  had 
so  often  brout  and  spoiled  them.    And  whereas 
this  princely  policie  hath  found  such  prosperous 
success,  as  the  like  did  in  the  citie  of  Alexandria, 
builded   by  Alexander  the  Great,  and  in  New- 
haven,  founded  by  Francis  the  French  king,  that 
is  chiefly  to  be  imputed  to  the  incommoditie  of 
the  place,  the  which  (besides  the  inclemencie  of 
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the  aire  itself)  affordeth  no  one  good  haven  or 
ci*eek  for  enjoying  the  benefits  of  the  sea.  To 
conclude^  the  court  of  all  tliis  libertie^  together 
with  the  records  thereof,  is  kept  at  Dymchurcb, 
in  a  place  then  lately  built  for  that  purpose,  and 
thereof  aptly  called  Newhall.** 

The  work  of  William  Lam  bard,  from  which 
the  foregoing  particulars  are  taken,  is  not  only  a 
very  curious  volume,  but  is  also  extremely  scarce^ 
and  a  copy  is  with  difficulty  to  be  obtained*. 
It  was  published  in  1656;  and  although,  doubt- 
less, many  improvements  have  taken  place  ia 
Romney  Marsh  since  that  period,  the  author  of 
the  present  work  preferred  giving  to  his  readers 


*  The  Honorable  William  Thomas  Twi8eU3n  Fieniiett  Ae 
eldest  son  of  Lord  Saye  and  Sele>  is  one  of  the  consermton  of 
the  Corporation  of  the  Bedford  Level,  it  appears  by  Lambafd, 

that  John  Fynes,  one  of  his  Lorc1ship*s  ancestors,  was  created 
by  William  the  Conqueror  the  first  warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports, 
and  constable  of  Dover  Castle,  by  gift  of  inheritancem  These 
ofBces  continued  in  the  family  by  succession,  during  the  lives  of 
his  son  James,  who  died  at  Folkston,  and  his  grandson  John. 
For  some  time  afterwards  they  fell  into  other  hands^  but  were 
restored  by  King  Henry  II.  to  Allen  Fynes,  from  whom  they 
descended  to  his  eldest  son  James  Fynes.  They  afterwards 
passed  out  of  the  family  ;  but  were  revived  in  the  person  of 
James  Fynes,  Lord  Saye,  who  was  beheaded  by  Jack  Cade. 
After  the  termination  of  disputes  between  the  houses  of  York 
and  Lancaster,  James  Lord  Saye  again  held  these  honors^ 
which,  however,  ultimately  vested  in  the  crown.  This  family 
is  of  great  antiquity;  and,  being  blended  with  the  most  impor- 
tant periods  of  our  history^  a  memoir  of  them  would  form  a 
very  interesting  volume. 
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«  account  coeval  with  the  times  of  which  he 
ras  treating,  considering  any  modern  improve- 
nents  quite  foreign  to  the  purpose. 

**  How  long  since,  or  by  whom  (says  Sir  Wil-  Dugdaie,  p.  i6. 
iam  Dugdaie)  this  fruitful  and  large  tract,  con- 
afaiing  no  less  than  24,000  acres,  was  won  from 
he  sea^  there  is  no  testimony  left  to  us  from  any 
€Cord  or  historian  that  ever  I  could  discover; 
rhich  defect  doth  strongly  argue,  that  the  first 
fining  thereof  was  a  work  of  the  greatest  anti-> 
|uity.*'  Dugdaie  ultimately  conjectures  that  the 
Irainage  was  the  work  of  the  Romans. 

In  forming  a  government  for  the  Fens,  the  Earl 
if  Bedford  was  guided  by  the  directions  of  the 
tot  of  parliament  passed  in  1649 ;  and  indeed  he 
lad  no  other  rule  by  which  he  could  carry  into 
^ect  his  most  anxious  and  praiseworthy  desire  of 
sstablishing  the  Company  upon  some  firm  and  pro^ 
ler  basis.  The  principles  of  the  laws  and  customs 
if  Romney  Marsh  were,  after  much  discussion, 
inally  adopted,  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
nteresting  proceedings: 
*^  At  an  assembly  and  meetinge  at  Ely,  the 
nine  and  twentieth  day  of  September,  in  the 
yeare  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred 
fifty  and  six,  of  the  participants  and  adven- 
turers for  dreyning  of  the  Create  Levell  of  the 
Fennes,  extending  itselfe  into  the  countyes  of 
Northampton,  Norfolke,  Suffoike,  Lincolne, 
Cambridge,  and  Huntingdon,  and  the  Isle  of 
Ely,  or  some  of  them,  then  present. 
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"  William  Earle  of  Bed- 
ford, 

Oliver  S*  John^  Lord 
Chiefe  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common 
Beuchy  at  Westmin- 
ster, 

Edward  Russell,  Esq. 
•  Richard  Gorges,  Esq. 

"S' Walter  St  John,  Ba- 
ronett, 

"  S'    Edward     Parthe- 
riche,  Kn*, 

"  Francis  S*  John,  Eisq. 

"  Robert  Castle,  Esq. 

"  Thomas       Chitchley, 
Esq. 

^^  John  Marsham,  Esq. 

"  Robert  Henley,  Esq. 

*•'  Robert  Hampson,  Esq. 

"  John  Trafford,  Esq. 

"  John  Carrill,  Esq. 

"  Doctor  Denton, 

*'  William  Weston,  Esq. 

'^  Richard      Blackwall, 
Esq. 

"  John  Knight,  Gent. 

"  John  Trenchard,  Esq. 

*^  Marke  Bradley,  Gent. 


"  William  Drurye,  Esq. 
*^  Samuel  Fortrey,  Esq. 
''  Michael  Selby,  Gent. 
'^  Baldwyn  Arthur, 

Gent. 
^'  Edward   Partherichei 

Esq. 
^'  Anthony   Hamond, 

Esq. 
"  William  Underwood, 

Esq. 
^^  Francis  Underwoodi 

Esq. 
"  Valentyne  Walton, 

Esq. 
^^  Benjamin  Hensbawe, 

Esq. 
'*  John  Latch,  Esq. 
"  Alexander  Jones, Gent. 
"  William  Crane,  Esq. 
"  Hamond  Ward,  Esq. 
^^  Thomas  Juxon,  Esq. 
"  John  Holgate,  Gent. 
"  John  Sayer,  Gent. 
'*  Robert  Lane,  Esq. 
**  Jonas  Moore,  Gent. 
'•  George  Keete,  Gent. 
"  George  Gascoigne, 

Gent. 


^^  It  was  unanimously  and  without  the  dissent 
"  of  any  one  ordered,  by  the  said  Earle,  partici- 
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^*  pants,  and  adventurers,  that  the  like  lawes  and 
•^  custoines  of  Roinney  Marsh,  in  the  county  of 

Kent,  shall  be  in  force,  exercised,  and  used 

within  the  said  Create  Levell,  for  the  safe  guard 
**  and  conservac'on  of  the  same,  and  uphoulding, 
^*  repaireing,  maintaineing,  and  amending  of  the 

workes  for  and  conduceing  to  the  dreyneinge 

and  preservation  thereof.** 

It  is  ordered  by  the  said  Earle  of  Bedford,  Lords  elected. 
^^  participants,  and  adventurers,  that 
''  The  Right  Hono'ble  William  Earle  of  Bedford, 
'*  The  Right  Hono'ble  Oliver  S*  John,  Lord  Chiefe 

'*  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Bench  at 

*'  Westminster, 
**  The  Right  Hono'ble  John  Thurloe,  principall 
Secretary  of  Estate, 

The  Hono'ble  Richard  Gorges, 

S'  Walter  S*  John,  Baronett, 
"  S"  Gilbert  Pickering,  Knight  and  Baronett, 
"  S"  Edward  Partheriche,  Knight, 
•*  Francis  S*  John,  Esq., 
"  Robert  Castle,  Esq., 
^  John  Trenchard,  Esq., 
"  Major  Generall  Edward  Whaley, 
"  Major  Generall  William  GoafFe, 

Thomas  Chitcheley,  Esq., 

Anthony  Hamond,  Esq., 
^<  John  Marsham,  Esq., 
*'  Andrew  Henley,  Esq., 
'*  Robert  Henley,  Esq., 
"  William  Underwood,  Esq., 
"  Valentyne  Walton,  Esq., 

VOL.  I.  X 
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"  Benjamin  Weston,  Esq*, 
"  Arthur  Evelyn,  Esq., 

Mathew  Long,  Esq., 

Benjamyn  Hensbawe,  Esq., 
^*  bee,  and  are  constituted  and  ordained  to  bee, 
'^  lords  of  tbe  said  Create  Levell  of  the  Pennet; 
*^  And  are  to  have,  use,  and  exercise,  within  the 
"  said  Greate  Levell,  all  and  every  tbe  powers, 
^^  priviledges,  and  authorities,  as  the  lordi  of 
^  Rumney  Marsh,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  have, 
'^  use,  or  exercise,  or  lawfully  may,  within  tbe 
"  said  marsh.'' 
steward.  **  It  is  ordered,  that  John  Earle,  Esq.,  be  stew- 

^^  ard,  and  of  standing  councell  unto  tlie  govent- 
^*  inent  established  within  the  said  Greate  Levell 
"  of  the  Fenues.- 
Register.  ^^  It  is  Ordered,  that  Thomas  Bland,  Oent.^  be 

'*  register  and  clarke  unto  the  said  government 
"  established  within  the  said  Greate  Levell  cff  the 
''  Fennes.'' 
i<  .iiiiT.  "  It  is  ordered,  that  Francis  Underwood,  Esq., 

•"  be  bayliffe  of  the  said  Glycate   Levell  of  tbe 
"  Fennes  ;  And    is  to    have,   use,  and  exercise, 

within  the  said  Greate  Levell,  all  and  every  the 

powers,  priviledges,  and  authorities,  as  any  bay- 
"  liffe  of  Ruinney  Marsh,  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
"  hath    used  or  exercised,    or   lawfully   might, 
"  within  the  said  marsh.'' 
r-Ai.  "  It  is  ordered,  that 

"  Alexander  Blake,  of  Peterborough,  Esq., 
"  Samuel  Fortrey,  of  Hoggington,  Esq., 
'*  Anthony  Hamond,  of  Wilburton,  Gent.» 
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£dward  Barber,  of  Denver,  Esq., 

Randolf  Taylor,  of  Ely,  Esq., 

John  Gibson,  of  Mildenhall,  Gent., 

George  Gascoigne,  of  Charti*ess,  Gent., 
"  Richard  Crane,  of  Maneu,  Gent., 

Jonas  Moore,  of  Sothery,  Gent., 

John  Bridginan,  of  Wicken,  Gent., 

John  Child,  of  Coveney,  Gent., 

Henry  Hampson,  of  Ely,  Gent., 
*'  Edmond  Welch,  of  Emley,  Gent., 

Gabriel  Ellyot,  of  Peterboroughj  Gent., 

John  Potteme,  of  Stoney,  Gent., 

Henry  Atkins,  of  Witlesea,  Gent., 

Henry  Whetstone,  of  the  same,  Gent., 

John  Plomley,  of  March,  Gent., 

Humphrey  Rowland,  of  Standground, 

John  Savery,  of  Salter's  Lioade,  Gent., 

Jefferay  Hawkins,  of  Ramsey,  Gent, 

William  Batterne,  of  Thomey, 

John  Gyles,  of  Thorney  Abbey, 

Samuel  Hockley,  of  Reach, 

be  jarats  for  the  said  Greate  Level  I  of  the 
**  Fennes ;  And  are  to  have,  use,  and  exercisd 
*'  within  the  said  Level!,  all  and  every  the  pow- 
*•  ers,  priviledges,  and  authorities,  as  any  the  ju- 
**  rats  of  Rumney  Marsh  have  used  or  exercised^ 
"  or  lawfully  might,  within  the  said  marsh.** 

**  it  is  ordered,  that  the  owners  for  the  time  Lords. 

being,  of  the  severall  parcells  of  fenny  and  late 

surrounded    grounds    hereinafter    mentioned, 

parte  of  the  95,000*  in  the  acte  of  parl't  for 
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"  dreyneing  of  the  said  Create  Levell,  shall  be 
**  lords  within  the  said  Create  Levell,  viz*., 

"  That  the  Right  Hono'ble  William  Earle  of 
"  Bedford,  owner  of  500  acres^  part  of  4000*,  the 
"  20th  lot  lyeing  in  Knare  Fenn,  in  Thorney,  in 
•'  the  Isle  of  Ely,  and  county  of  Cambridge,  being 
that  part  of  the  said  4000^  abutting  eastward 
upon  the  common  of  Wisbech,  called  High 
Fenn,  and  southward  upon  the  north  banke  of 
Moorton*s  Leame,  his  heires  and  assignes  there^ 
^^  of,  shall  be  one  of  the  lords  within  the  sud 
"  Create  Levell/' 

'^  Oliver  St.  John,  Lord  Chiefe  Justice  of  the 
^  Court  of  Common  Bench  at  Westminster,  owner 
^^  of  500%  parte  of  940^,  in  Fassett  common,  in 
the  county  of  Huntingdon,  being  that  part  of 
the  said  940«  lyeing  next  unto  Witlesea  Meare, 
^*  his  heires  and  assignes  thei*eof,  shall  be  one 
"  other  of  the  lords  within  the  said  Create  Le- 
''  veil." 

'^  The  Right  Hono'ble  John  Thurloe,  principall 
secretary  of  estate,  owner  of  600"  in  the  com- 
mon  Fenn   called  Burrowe   Moore,    in  Dod- 
dington,  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely,  and  county  of 
"  Cambridge,  in  the  14^^1ott,  abutting  upon  Ran- 
*'  some  Moore  and  the  river  Neane,   his  heires 
"  and  assignes  thereof,  shall  be  one  other  of  the 
"  lords  within  the  said  Create  Levell." 

"  The  Right  Hono'ble  Eklward  Whaley,  major 
"  generall,  owner  of  500%  that  is  to  say,  300'  in 
*'  Helgea  and  Sotherey  Common,  in  the  county  of 
'^  Norfolkc,  in  the  8'**  lott  A.,  adjoyneing  upon  S' 
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Henry  Willowbye*s  draine,  and  abutting  upon 
the  river  Ouze,  and  200»  next  adjoyneing,  be- 
ing part  of  30O*  in  the  same  commons,  in  the 
**  9***  lott  B,  his  heires  and  assignes  thereof,  shall 
**  be  one  other  of  the  lords  within  the  said  Greate 
«  LevelL" 

«  The  Right  Hono'ble  William  Goaff,  major 
"  generall,  owner  of  500%  that  is  to  say,  400*  be- 
"  ingthat  part  of  473*  in  Wisbech  High  Fenn,  in 
•^  the  said  Isle  of  Ely,  and  county  of  Cambridge, 
*'  in  the  18***  lott  C,  next  adjoyneing  unto  SIS'"  in 
"  the  IS^^lott  B,  and  100%  part  of  the  said  313% 
**  next  adjoyneing  unto  the  said  400",  his  heires 
^  and  assignes  thereof,  shall  be  one  other  of  the 
•*  lords  within  the  said  Greate  Levell.'* 

^  The  Right  Hono'ble  Richard  Gorges,  sonne 
**  and  heire  apparent  of  Edward  Lord  Gorges, 
.*•  owner  of  500^  in  Pulver  Fenn  and  Turke  Fenn, 
**  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely,  and  county  of  Cambridge, 
**  in  the  15**»  lott  F,  lyeing  west,  on  the  West- 
*•  water,  and  about  St.  Bennett*s  Crosse,  his 
*^  heires  and  assignes  thereof,  shall  be  one  other 
"  of  the  lords  within  the  said  Greate  Levell." 

•^  The  Right  Hono'ble  Benjamyn  Weston,  Esq., 
*•  owner  of  600*,  that  is  to  say,  100*  in  Flegg 
.  *^  Fenn  and  Flegg  Croft,  in  Witlesea,  in  the  said 
**  Isle  of  Ely,  and  county  of  Cambridge,  and  400* 
'*  in  the  same  Fenn  next  adjoyneing,  his  heires 
^  and  assignes  thereof,  shall  be  one  other  of  the 
"  lords  within  the  said  Greate  Levell." 

«  The  Right  Honorable  Sir  Gilbert  Pickering, 
*^  Baronett^  owner  of  200*  in  Londoner's  Fenn, 
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part  of  the  10^  lott,  bis  heires  and  assigned 
^*  thereof,  shall  be  one  other  of  the  lords  within 
"  the  said  Great  Levell." 

**  Sir  Walter  St.  John,  Baronett,  owner  of  600^, 
"  part  of  932%  in  Eastree  Fenn,  in  Witlesea^  ia 
^^  the  said  Isle  of  Ely,  and  county  of  Cambridge, 
'^  being  that  part  of  the  said  932*,  abutting  upon 
**  the  south  bank  of  Mooreton*s  Learn,  his  heires 
'*  and  assignes  thereof,  shall  be  one  other  of  the 
"  lords  within  the  said  Create  Levell." 

"  S'  Edward  Partheriche,  Knight,  owner  of 
*'  SOO",  that  is  to  say,  360*  in  Litleport,  whereof 
"  135*  is  part  of  200»in  the  third  lott;  100-,part 
«  of  400*  in  the  sixth  lott,  Westmore  east  D;  46% 
^'  Hawkins  and  Crouchmore  in  the  13^^  lott;  70*, 
**  next  Priest  Houses,  A,  in  the  13^  lott;  and  ISO* 
^'  in  Wbelpmore,  in  the  12^  lott,  in  the  said  Isle 
^^  of  Ely,  and  county  of  Cambridge,  his  heires  and 
"  assignes  thereof,  shall  be  one  other  of  the  lords 
"  within  the  said  Create  Levell/' 

"  Robert  Castle,  Esq  ,  owner  of  500%  that  is  to 
^^  say,  260%  the  moytie  of  500%  in  Create  Met- 
**  lam,  in  Soham,  in  the  said  county  of  Cara- 
*^  bridge,  in  the  \7^^  lott  B,  and  the  remaining 
**  250*  of  the  said  500%  his  heires  and  assignes 
"  thereof,  shall  be  one  other  of  the  lordes  within 
"  the  said  Creat  Levell." 

"  Valentine  Walton,  Esq.,  owner  of  500*,  that  is 
"  to  say,  333"  in  Somersham  common,  in  the  12^ 
^^  lott  E,  in  the  said  county  of  Huntingdon,  ad- 
**  joyneing  upon  the  common,  and  abutting,  th'one 
*^  end  upon  the  Hards,  and  th'  other  upon  Fenton's 
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^'  Loade ;  and  167%  part  of  300*,  in  the  5^  lott  D 
^'  next  adjoyoeing^  his  heires  and  assignes  thereof, 
*^  shall  be  one  other  of  the  lords  within  the  said 
•*  Create  Levell/' 

"  Francis  St.  John,  Esq ,  owner  of  500%  part  of 
^  632*,  in  the  Fenn  grounds  of  Yaxley,  in  the  said 
^  county  of  Huntingdon,  being  that  part  of  the 
**  said  632*  next  adjoyneing  unto  WhitleseaMeare, 
^'  his  heires  and  assignes  thereof,  shall  be  one 
'^  other  of  the  lords  within  the  said  Create  Le- 
"  veil." 

"  Thomas  Chitchley,  Esq.,  owner  of  60O,  part 
'^  of  569%  in  Create  Metlam,  in  Soham,  in  the 
^^  said  county  of  Cambridge,  in  the  18*^  lott  C, 
^*  being  that  part  of  the  said  569''  lyeing  next  the 
^  river,  his  heires  and  assignes  thereof,  shall  be 
'^  one  other  of  the  lords  within  the  said  Create 
«  Levell." 

"  Anthony  Hamond,  Esq.,  owner  of  600*,  that 
'^  is  to  say,  300*  in  Downham  common,  and  se- 
^'  veralls,  in  the  12^  lott,  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely, 
and  county  of  Cambridge,  abutting  upon  Down- 
bam  common ;  and  89"  in  Cow  Fenn,  exchanged 
by  the  com"  for  88*  in  Downham  aforesaid,  and 
112*,  part  of  152*  in  Pyemore,  in  the  11th  lott, 
uext  adjoyneing  unto  the  said  300*,  his  heires 
and  assigns  thereof,  shall  be  one  other  of  the 
"  lords  within  the  said  Create  Level  1.'* 

•**  John  Trenchard,  Esq.,  owner  of  500*  in  the 
"  county  of  SuflFolke,  that  is  to  say,  200*  in  La- 
**  kingheath,  &c.,   H.  in  the  8^^  lott;  200*    in 
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**  Towne-moores,  in  the  4"»  lott  D ;  and  lOO,  part 
*^  of  200%  in  the  7^  lott  G^  next  adjoyneing  unto 
*'  the  said  200%  bis  heires  and  assignes  thereof, 
*^  shall  be  one  other  of  the  lords  within  the  said 
"  Create  Levell ." 

Arthur  Evelyn,  Esq.,  owner  of  600»  in  West- 
more,  south  of  Bedford  Old  River,  in  the  said 
'*  Isle  of  Ely,  and  county  of  Cambridge,  that  is  to 
say,  400*  lyeing  on  the  south  side  of  the  said 
river,  in  the  4'^  lott  B,  and  100%  part  of  400*,  in 
the  5^^  lott  C,  next  adjoyneing,  his  heires  and 
assignes  thereof,  shall  be  one  other  of  the  lords 
"  within  the  said  Create  Levell.** 

**  Andrew  Henley,  Esq.,  owner  of  SOO*  in  Byall 
^^  Fenn,  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely,  and  county  of 
^^  Cambridge,  his  heires  and  assignes  thereof^  shall 
^'  be  one  other  of  the  lords  within  the  said  Create 
''  Levell/* 

"  Will  iam  Underwood,  Esq.,  owner  of  SOO",  part 
"  of  600*  in  Lakinglieath  aforesaid,  in  the  said 
"  county  of  SufFolke,  in  the  first,   second,  and 
"  third  lotts,  being  that  part  of  the  said  600*  lye- 
*^  ing  next  unto  the  towne  of  Lakingheath,  his 
"  heires  and  assignes  thereof,  shall  be  one  other 
"  of  the  lords  within  the  said  Create  Levell.'* 
"  Robert  Henley,  Esq.,  owner  of  500'  in  Bur- 
rowe  Create  Fenn,  in  the  county  of  Hunting- 
don, his  heires  and  assignes,  owners  thereof, 
^^  shall  be  one  other  of  the  lords  within  the  said 
''  Create  Levell." 

*'  John  Marsham,  Esq.,  owner  of  500'  in  Sto- 
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**  ney  and  Blocke  Penn,  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely, 
"  and  county  of  Cambridge,  that  is  to  say,  400* 
«  in  the  12^  lott  D,  and  100-,  parte  of  400^,  in  the 
^  third  lott  C,  being  that  parte  of  the  said  last 
"  mentioned  400',  and  next  adjoyneing  unto  the 
^^  first  mentioned  400",  his  hcires  and  assignes 
*'  thereof^  shall  be  one  other  of  the  lords  within 
"  the  said  Create  Levell." 

"  Mathew  Longe,  Esq.,  owner  of  500%  in  Neate- 
"  more,  in  Upwell,  in  the  said  county  of  Nor- 
^  folke,  that  is  to  say,  250*  in  the  IT**  lott  A.,  and 
^'  250*  next  adjoyneing  the  13th  lott  B.,hisheires 
'^  and  assignes  thereof,  shall  be  one  other  of  the 
"  lords  within  the  said  Create  Levell/* 

"  Benjamyn  Henshawe,  Esq.,  owner  of  500*  in 
"  Methwold,  in  the  said  county  of  Norfolke,  that 
is  to  say,  488*  in  Methwold  common^  in  the 
]  1th  lott  R,  and  12%  out  of  400%  next  adjoyne- 
ing in  the  7th  lott,  being  that  part  of  the  said 
400*  next  the  river  Ouze,  his  heires  and  assignes 
**  thereof,  shall  be  one  other  of  the  lords  within 
^  the  said  Create  Levell.'* 

'^  And  that  the  said  lords,  and  their  heires  and 
'^  assignes,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  severall  por- 
^^  tions  of  land  aforesaid,  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
**  for  ever  hereafter,  have,  act,  use,  exercise,  and 
performe,  all  and  every  the  like  powers,  privi- 
ledges  and  authorityes,  within  the  said  Create 
*^  Levell,  as  the  lords  in  Romney  Marsh,  att  the 
^'  time  of  the  makeing  of  the  said  act,  have,  did, 
"  may,  or  of  right  ought  to  use,  exercise,  or  per- 
**  forme  within  Romnev  Marsh." 
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"  Resolved  upon  the  question,** 
"  That  there  be  one  expenditor  for  the  Create 
Levell  of  the  Fennes.'* 

"  That  there  be  two  Serjeants  for  the  Middle 
Levell." 

^'  Two  Serjeants  for  the  South  LevelL" 
*•  One  Serjeant  for  the  North  Levell." 
"  Ordered,   that  Mr.  George  Dalton    be  ex- 
penditor for  the  Create  Levell  of  the  Feones.** 
^^  Ordered,  that  Ceorge  Hall  and  Christopher 
Bird  be  bayliffs  for  the  Middle  Levell ;  Ceoi^ 
Barnes  and  Thomas  Moore  for  the  South  Levell; 
and  Edward  Baker  for  the  North  Levell :  who 
are  to  use  and  exercise  within  the  said  Levell 
the  powers  as  the  Serjeant  of  Romney  Marsh 
doth  or  may  lawfully  doe.** 
*'  Ordered,  that  all   persons  heretofore  setled 
and  established  by  order  of  the  Company,  eon- 
cerning  the  state! ng  and  takeing  accompts,  be 
continued  with  their  sallarys  ;  and  all  things  in 
relation  to  such  accompts  are  to  continue  as 
now  they  be  untill  further  orders.** 
"  Ordered,  that  all  officers  nowe  employed  in 
any  workcs,  be  continued  in  their  severall  places 
and  employments  as  now  they  are,  and  until 
further  orders." 

"Ordered,  that  Mr.  Dalton,  the  expenditor,  doe 
prepare  a  schedule  of  all  taxes  now  in  arreare, 
and  upon  what  lands,  and  to  present  the  same 
at  twoe  of  the  clock  this  afternoon  unto  the 
Company,  to  the  end  the  lands  may  be  sold  for 
the  taxes  arreare/' 
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**  Oi*dered,  that  Mr.  BayliflTe  Underwood  be  aU 
**  lowed  twenty  shillings  per  diem  for  his  travelling 
'^  charge,  when  and  soe  often  as  he  shall  be  em- 
•*  ployed,  or  meete  the  jurats  upon  the  publick 
'*  businesse  of  the  societie ;  And  to  have  and  re- 
*'  ceive  to  his  owne  use  ail  such  fees  and  allow- 
'•  ances  within  the  said  Levell,  as  the  bayliff  of 
**  Romney  Marsh,  in  the  said  county  of  Kent,  . 
**  nseth  to  take  or  receive,  or  lawfully  may.** 

"  Ordered,  that  Mr.  BaylifFdoe  elect  a  fitt  per- 
*'  son  to  be  his  clarke,  to  attend  him  att  his 
**  meetings  with  the  jurats  of  the  said  Levell, 
*'  to  makeentryes  in  a  booke  of  their  acts  and  pro- 
^  ceedings^  who  is  to  have  twenty  pounds  per  an- 
''  num  for  his  sallary  paid  unto  him  by  the  ex- 
^  pcnditor,** 

"  Ordered,  that  every  jurat  for  the  said  Greate 
^  Levell  of  the  Fennes  be  allowed  five  shillings 
**  per  diem  for  his  travelling  charges,  when  and 
^*  soe  i>ften  as  any  of  them  shall  singly,  or  with 
^  others,  make  a  view  of  the  workes  within  the 
*'  said  Levell;  and  six  shillings  eight  pence T^er 
"  diemy  when  and  soe  often  as  they,  and  every  of 
"  them,  shall  meete  Mr.  BaylifF  upon  the  pub- 
"  llque  business  of  the  said  society." 

"  Ordered,  that  every  Serjeant  of  the  said 
Levell,  be  allowed  three  shillings  foure  pence 
per  diem  for  his  travelling  charges,  when  and 
**  soe  often  as  he  shall  be  employed  by  Mr.  Bay* 
**  liff  alone,  or  by  Mr.  Bayliff  and  the  jurats  upon 
*^  the  publick  businesse  of  the  said  society;  And 
"  the  said  Serjeants  are  to  have  and  receive  all 
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^^  fees  used  and  accuetomed  to  be  received  by  the 
"  Serjeant  of  Romney  Marsh." 

"  Ordered,  that  S"  Edward  Partberich,  Knight, 
^^  John  Latch,  Anthony  Hammond^WiiliamCrane, 
'^  and  Samuel  Fortrey,  Esq'^,  be  a  committee  to 
^'  prepare  instructions  for  Mr.  Bayliff  and  the  Jo- 
'*  rats  of  the  said  Levell :  And  when  the  same  are 
*^  resolved  upon,  they  are  desired  to  deliver  them 
^'  unto  the  register  and  clarke,  to  enter  the  same, 
^^  who  is  to  send  coppyes  thereof  unto  Mr.  Bay- 
"  liff." 
"  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Earle  be  allowed  one  hon- 
dred  pounds  per  ann.  for  his  fee  of  being  stew- 
ard and  councell,  and  to  be  paid  by  the  expen- 
**  ditor  halfe  yearely.** 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Bland,  the  register  and 
clarke,  be  allowed  for  his  extraordinary  paines 
**  and  travelling  charges  this  summer  upon  the 
"  Company'sbiisinesse,thesummeof  thirty  pounds, 
"  to  be  paid  by  the  cxpenditor,  Mr.  George  Dal- 
''  ton." 

**  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Bland's  former  sallary  be 
•^  continued;   and   that   S'   Edward    Partherich, 
**  Knight,  John  Latch,  Anthony  Hammond,  Wil- 
"  Ham  Crane,  and  Samuel  Fortrey,  Esquires,  he  a 
"  committee,  to  consider  of  and  direct  his  ein- 
"  ployment  as  register  and  clarke,  and  what  they 
"  think  fitt  to  allowe  him  for  his  attendance  there- 
in, and  the  way  and  manner  of  raiseing  the 
;5auie;  and  the  certificate  of  the  said  committee, 
is  to  be  entered,  and  to  be  performed  and  pur- 
''  sued." 
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**  The  Committet^s  certificate  for  the  Register 
•^  and  darkens  employment ^  \st  October ^ 
•*  1656." 

'  Ist.  To  attend  the  goveraour^deputy  governour, 
baiKfis,  and  commonalty,  at  all  their  meetings.** 
*'  2.  To  record  all  their  orders  and  decrees,  and 
inroU  all  the  leases  and  conveyances  made  by 
the  corporation^  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose."* 

^  3.  To  doe  all  other  matters  and  things  which 
EUiy  way  may  concerne  the  businesse  of  the  said 
corporation,  as  register  and  clarke." 
^  4.  To  attend  the  lords  att  their  publick 
meetings  of  session,  and  to  prepare  their  de- 
creeSy  enter  and  inroll  the  same,  and  all  their 

orders.** 

^  5.  When  there  shall  be  occasion  for  a  publick 

meeting  of  the  bailiff  and  jurats,  upon  notice 

thereof  from  Mr.  Bailiff,  to  give  attendance 

there,  and  to  enter  and  inroll  their  proceed- 

ings,** 

^*  6.  To  extract  unto  the  Serjeants  all  the  fines 

and  amerciaments  sett  and  imposed  before  the 

lords  att  their  sessions,  and  by  the  said  bailiff 

and  jurats,  at  their  meetings.** 

**  7.  To  enter  and  inroll  all  the  proceedings 

transmitted  from  the  bayliff  and  juratts.*' 

*^  All  which  proceedings  are  to  be  entered  and 

inroUed  in  several  bookes,  to  be  prepared  for 

that  purpose.** 

"  8.  To  inroll  all  deedes  whereby  any  estate  of 

freehould  is  conveyed  of  any  part  of  the  95,000 
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'^  acres  in  a  booke  to  be  prepared  for  that  pur- 
^^  pose ;  And  to  have  and  receive  saeh  and  the 
^^  like  fees  as  have  been  accustomed  to  be  piud.* 
**  9.  To  make  an  entry  of  all  leases  of  any  part 
'^  of  the  said  95,000"  in  a  booke  to  be  prepared 
^^  for  that  purpose ;  and  to  receive  for  such  entry 
"  twoe  shillings  six  pence/* 

"  10.  The  bookes  are  to  be  prepared  at  the 
**  Corapanye's  charge," 

'ML  To  be  allowed  a  yearely  sallary  of  fifty 
^^  pounds,  to  be  quarterly  paid,  for  bis  attendaote 
^^  as  register  and  clarke  unto  the  said  corporation 
'^  and  lords  att  their  s^sions,  and  to  be  aUowed 
reasonable  travelling  charges,  when  imployed 
about  the  publick  affaires  of  the  Company.**: 
'*  12.  All  the  bookes  of  entryes  and  inroUincodl 
to  be  delivered  unto  the  said  register  and.claike 
by  indenture.** 

"  Edward  Partherich, 
"  Anthony  Hamond, 
"  John  Latch, 
"  William  Crane." 

'*  And  lastly,  it  is  orderedj  that  none  of  the 

orders   made  att   this  generall  assembly  and 

meeting,  nor  any  of  the  matters  in  them  con- 

teyned,  concerning  the  government  of  the  said 

Levell  by  the  charter  of  incorporation  under 

*'  the  greate  scale  of  England,  bearing  teste  att 

"  Westminster,  the  thirteenth  day  of  March,  in 

^*  the  tenth  yeare  of  the  reigne  of  the  late  King 

^*  Charles,  the  lords,  bayliff,  and  jurats,  and  their 
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"  successors,  and  the  lawes  and  customs  of  Roin- 
•*  ney  Marsh,  nor  noe  other  matter  or  thing  con- 
"  ceniing  the  goyernment  of  the  said  Levell  by 
"  the  officers  and  persons  aforesaid,  and  their 
"  •occessors,  according  to  their  severall  jurisdic- 
^  fciops  and  authorityes  limited  unto  them,  estab-> 
"  Itsbed  and  setled,  shall  be  reversed,  altered, 
*  changed,  or  suspended,  but  by  the  consent  of  the 
•f  govemour,  deputy-governour,  bayliffs,andcom-« 
'^  monalty,  participants,  and  adventurers,  have- 
^  ing  fifty-five  thousand  acres  att  the  least  of  the 
?•  mid  ninety-five  thousand  acres."* 
:  The  system  of  government  thus  arranged  was 
perhaps  the  best  that  could  have  been  devised  un- 
der all  the  pressing  emergencies  of  the  case.  It 
did  not,  however,  '^  work  well,**  and  was  soon  dis- 
tovered  to  be  utterly  inefficient  for  the  purposes 
reqaired.  Taxes  were  imposed ;  but  there  was  ex^ 
treme  difficulty  in  obtaining  payment. 

The  government  of  Cromwell  had  now  attained 
an  acknowledged  stability.  He  had  conciliated 
many  of  the  ancient  nobility.  A  parliament  had 
been  elected  by  the  people.  The  Earl  of  Bedford 
never  shrunk  from  any  exertions  that  were  likely 
to  promote  and  benefit  the  grand  object  of  his  life^ 
a  complete  drainage  of  the  Great  Levell. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  company,  held  at  the  cham- 
bers of  Lord  Chief  Justice  St.  John,  in  Lincoln's 
Inn,  on  the  26th  January,  1656,  appear  the  fol-  a.  d.  i6o6. 
towing  orders : 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Gorges,  unto  whose  care 

the  sole  management  of  the  companye's  affiiires 
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"  are  committed,  be  desired  to  advise  with  Mr. 
"  Serjeant  Fountayne,  or  other  counsell,  to  pre- 
'^  pare  a  petition  to  the  parliament,  and  an  act 
'^  whereby  the  95,000"  may  for  the  future  be  taxed 
*'  by  themselves,  and  apart  from  the  several  couii* 
**  tyes  and  parishes  wherein  the  same  doe  or  are 
*'  supposed  to  lye  upon  all  future  taxes  and  pub- 
"  lick  charges ;  And  alsoe,  that  the  said  95,000* 
^^  may  be  exempted  from  payment  of  tytbes  iff 
"  kind  unto  any  of  the  impropriators,  rectorSi 
parsons,  or  vicars,  or  any  other  charges  or  as^ 
sessments,  unto  the  parishes  wherein  the  said 
^^  95,000"  doe  or  are  supposed  to  lye ;  And  that  in 
^^  recompence  thereof,  the  said  95,000*  may  be 
**  charged  yearely  to  pay  a  reasonable  summe  of 
money  unto  the  Commonwealth,  to  be  imployed 
in  maintenance  of  preaching  ministers,  or  other-: 
wise  as  the  state  shall  direct,  until  there  shall 
"  be  churches  and  chappells  built  within  the 
^*  Create  Levell  of  the  Fennes,  according  to  the 
^*  power  given  by  the  charter  of  incorporation 
^*  of  the  late  King  Charles,  or  in  such  other  way 
"  as  counceli  shall  advise  to  be  most  convenient" 
"  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Gorges  be  desired  to  ad- 
*^  vise  with  Mr.  Serjeant  Fountayne,  or  other 
^^  counceli,  to  prepare  a  petition  to  his  Highnesse 
"  the  Lord  Protector,  for  granting  letters  patents 
*^  of  incorporation  unto  the  lords,  baylifis,  jurats, 
**  and  coi'alty  of  the  Create  Levell  of  the  Fennes, 
"  or  as  participants  and  adventurers,  as  counceli 
"shall  advise;  And  for  granting  such  jurisdic- 
'^  tions,  priviledges,  and  immunityeSi  as  may  be 
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**  convenient  and  necessary ;  And  to  incorporate 

••  the  towne  of  — ~ within  the  said  Greate 

'*  Levell)  with  a  mayor^  aldermen,  and  coi*alty,  one 
•*  markett  every  weeke,  and  two  fayres  yearely ; 
^^  And  to  prepare  and  frame  a  draught  in  paper 
*'  for  SQcb  letters  patents,  or  in  such  other  way 
^*  as  conncell  shall  advise,  and  effectually  to  pro- 
^  secute  the  same/* 

^*  Ordered)  that  Mr.  Gorges  do  purchase,  or 

"  cause  to  be  built,  att  the  towne  of , 

^*  a  convenient  house,  with  necessary  accomoda^ 
^  tions,  for  the  publique  meetings  of  the  lords, 
^  buliffe,  jurats,  and  coi*alty,  and  for  theire  re- 
^'  ceipt  and  enter tainement,  and  to  fitt  and  prepare 
^  the  same  att  or  before  their  next  meeting  in 
^  Easter  weeke,  if  it  may  be,  att  the  charge  of  the 
^  Company.** 

The  Company  afterwards  met  at  ^*  Mistris  Hen* 
''  ley*8  house**  until  the  18th  of  April,  1657,  when 
the  Honorable  Richard  Gorges,  having  succeeded 
to  the  title  of  his  father,  and  become  Lord  Gorges, 
was  desired  to  provide  chambei*s  in  the  Temple 
or  elsewhere,  at  the  Company*s  charge,  and  to  fit 
and  prepare  the  same  for  their  public  meetings. 
On  the  15th  of  May  following,  the  Company  appear 
to  have  met  for  the  last  time  at  the  Lord  Chief 
Ja8tice*s  chamber ;  at  least  there  are  no  records 
of  any  further  proceedings  until  the  Restoration. 

The  first  meeting  at  the  Fen  Office  in  the  Inner 
Teoiple  appears  to  have  taken  place  on  the  20th 
of  June,  1 660. 

A  succession  of  misfortunes  at  this  time  oc- 

VOL.    I.  y 
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curred  in  the  family  of  Cromwell,  which  termi- 
nated in  the  death  of  the  protector,  and  finally  id 
the  extinction  of  hisgoyemment,and  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  contributed  to  the  restoration  of 
King  Charles  the  Second.  Cromwell  died  on  the 
3rd  of  September,  1658,  the  annivei*sary  of  his 
victories  of  Dunbar  and  Worcester.  Although  bisi 
son,  Richard  Cromwell,  was  hominated  bis  sac- 
cessor,  it  was  clearly  discernible  that  the  protte- 
torate  government  would  expire  with  the  mighty 
genius  by  which  it  had  been  created  and  consoli- 
dated. By  this  event  new  and  arduous  daties  de-' 
yolved  upon  William  Earl  of  Bedford.  Well  wa0 
it  for  the  Great  Level  that  that  incomparabl9  no- 
bleman possessed  such  an  inexhaustible  store  of 
patience,  zeal,  and  perseverance. 
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CHAP-FER  XIII. 


dauses  of  the  Restoration. — Situation  of  the  Earl 
qf  Bedford  J  his  participants^  and  adventurers.^^ 
Desertion  of  Saint  John. — Lord  Oorges. — Thd 
tiarl  of  Bedford s  return  to  parliament. — Tht 
Restoration. — State  of  the  Level. — First  tempo- 
rary act. — Earl  of  Bedford^ s  petition^  and  order 
thereon. — Second  temporary  act. — King's  pro- 
clamation.— Commission  of  Sewers. — The  State 
of  parties  in  the  Great  Level. — Further  partial 
meniary  proceedings. — The  General  Drainage 
Act. 

Thb   restoration   of  Kingr  Charles   the  Second  Cauteaoftiie 

Restoration* 

completely  changed  the  aspect  of  public  affairs 
throughout  the  kingdom.  The  defection  of 
Monke,  the  commander  of  the  army,  and  th6 
intrepidity  of  Montagu,  the  commander  of  the 
navy,  conduced  to  hasten  that  important  event. 
"  The  nation,  too,  (says  Godwin,  in  his  History 
*^  of  the  Commonwealth,)  was  grown  tired  of  a 
'^  perpetual  uncertainty,  and  panted  for  a  perma- 
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*'  nent  and  substantial  settlement    Various  sys* 
*'  tems  bad  been  started,  some  brilliant,  some 
^^  full  of  generous  sentiments  of  libertyt  and  of 
'^  high  and  noble  aspirations,  but  they  had  all 
*'  failed."*    The  feelings  of  the  English  nation  are 
determinately  monarchical.  It  required,  and  it  will 
ever  require,  great  oppression,  long  system  of  mis- 
rule, as  well  as  unfeeling  indifference  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people,  before  this  country  can  be  made 
the  scene  of  those  tremendous  convulsions  whicb, 
in  other  nations,  shake  thrones  and  destroy  dynas- 
ties*   ^  England,  (continues  the  same  historian,) 
^^  through  every  successive  period  of  her  history, 
^^  has  had  a  king.    The  prejudices  of  the  great 
*^  mass  of  her  inhabitants  are  in  accord  with  that 
^^  form  of  government.     It  is  interwoven  with  all 
*^  her  statutes.  The  very  lawyers  can  scarcely  see 
^'  a  single  step  before  them  without  the  idea  of 
*^  such  an  oflSce,  as  the  pole  star  of  their  proceed- 
ings.   The  tenure  of  every  inch  of  land  in  the 
country  is  either  directly  or  indirectly  feudal; 
"  that  is,  involving  in  it  the  idea  of  the  supreme 
**  leader  of  an  army,  dividing  the  soil  in  great  or 
smaller  parcels  amongst  his  followers.     Take 
away  this  idea,  and  you  almost  wholly  unsettle 
^'  all  the  notions  of  property  that  have  been  en- 
^^  tertained,  and  our  judges  and  courts  would 
"  scarcely  know  how  to  determine  any  question 
^^  of  conveyance,  entail,  or  inheritance,  that  came 
'^  before  them.     We  cannot  expect  suddenly  to 
*'  raise  mankind  to  any  standard  of  visionary  per- 
"  fection;    we  must  accommodate  ourselves  to 
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"^  their  preconceptions,  and  take  advantage  even 
"^  of  their  prejudices,  in  the  attainment  of  practt- 
^*  cal  benefits.  The  English  people  are  habitually 
•*  a  calculating  and  reasoning  race.'* 

It  was  clearly  foreseen  that  the  distractions  of 
the  country,  arising  from  religious  and  political 
strife,  would  end,  as  they  ultimately  did,  in  the 
restoration  of  its  ancient  form  of  govei*nment. 
Whatever  effect  this  event  might  have  upon  pub- 
lic affairs,  it  was  a  measure  that  must  in  its  very 
nature  sensibly  affect  the  interests  and  the  pro* 
eeedings  of  those  who  were  embarked  in  the  great 
fflieiEisure  of  the  general  drainage  of  the  Fens,  and 
-who  had  already  difficulties  of  no  ordinary  nature 
to  contend  with.  The  situation  of  the  Earl  of 
Bedford,  at  the  death  of  Cromwell,  was  most  em- 
1>arrassing.  Although  he  had  taken  no  part  what- 
ever in  the  public  proceedings  of  the  long  parlia* 
ment^  or  of  the  Protector ;  nor  is  he  mentioned  as 
one  of  those  noblemen  who  were  courted  by  Crom- 
well, and  became  members  of  the  House  of  Lords 
established  by  his  government ;  still  many,  very 
many  painful  recollections,  grievous  misgivings, 
and  fearful  anticipations,  must  have  perplexed  and 
harassed  the  mind  of  this  exalted  nobleman.  His 
illustrious  father  had  enrolled  himself  amongst  that 
iiand  of  patriots,  whose  determined  opposition  to 
the  arbitrary  measures  of  an  infatuated  prince,  led 
to  those  scenes  which  terminated  in  the  civil  war^ 
and  the  extinction  of  monarchy.  William  Earl  of 
Bedford,  his  son  and  successor,  had  also  fought  in 
the  same  glorious  cause,  against  overweening  pre* 
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rogative ;  but  although  he  soon  retired  from  the 
service  of  the  Parliament,  as  well  as  from  all  intem 
ference  in  political  affairs,  yet  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  when  the  happiness  and  property  of  thousands 
of  the  people  were  at  stake,  he  readily  stepped  for- 
ward to  accomplish  that  for  others  which  his 
noble  and  disinterested  nature  prevented  his  do- 
ing for  himself.  The  drainage  act  of  1649  was 
passed  by  the  Long  Parliament  upon  his  request ; 
the  final  adjudication  of  drainage  was  delivered 
by  the  judges  of  the  Commonwealth;  the  confirm- 
ation of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Earl  and  hip 
participants  and  adventurers  had  taken  place 
during  the  accession  of  Cromwell ;  and  th^t  con^ 
firmation  was  afterwards  formally  ratified  under 
the  parliament  convoked  by  his  authority.  Princes 
and  courtiers  are  not  a  forgiving  race :  they  are 
(when  it  suits  their  purpose)  endowed  with  long 
memories.  It  was  fair  to  suppose  that  the  exiled 
monarch,  on  his  return  to  his  native  land,  and  to 
the  possession  of  the  high  destinies  from  which  he 
had  been  so  long  expelled,  would  not  only  feel 
anxious,  but  that  sound  policy  would  induce  him, 
to  conciliate  a  man  of  the  high  station,  the  great 
wealth,  and  the  extended  popularity,  of  William 
Earl  of  Bedford.  The  situation  of  this  nobleman, 
however,  was  by  no  means  enviable ;  and  a  man 
of  less  moral  courage,  less  perseverance,  less  ener- 
gy of  character,  and  less  benevolence  of  disposi- 
tion, would,  long  before  the  present  conjuncture, 
upon  many  previous  momentous  periods  of  this 
great  undertaking,  have  retired  from  the  cause  in 
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IjBgust  add  despair*    The  difficulties  of  his  sitaa*  Desevtionof 
tion  were  greatly  augmented  at  this  period  of  perili . 
by  the  desertion  of  St.  John,  his  friend,  his  conn* 
selior,  and  his  coadjutor.    The  Lord  Chief  Ju&-' 
tice  had  been  too  deeply  involved  in  the  late  me-^ ' 
morable  proceedings,  not  to  feel  that  his  only 
means  of  safety  consisted  in  an  abandonment  of 
that  country  which  he.  had  served  with  so  much  - 
real  and  ability;  but  in  which,  he  plainly  fore«^ 
saw,  by  the  course  of  events,  the  improbability  ^ 
of  his  still  continuing  to  find  a  secure  asylum.. 
Saint  John  retired  to  a  foreign  country ;  and,  not- 
withstanding he  returned  some  time  afterwards, 
and  effected  a  reconciliation  with  his  sovereign,: 
yet  pever  again  did  he  interest,  himself  in  any 
pleasure  connected  with  the  drainage  of  the  Level. 
Dis  feu  estates  were  sold  for  nonpayment  of  the 
taxes  on  the  i4th  of  March,  1657;  and  although 
two  subsequent  meetings  of  the  Company  took 
place  in  his  chambei's,  on  the  18th  of  April,  and  on 
the  15th  of  May,  1657,  he  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  present ;  nor  have  we  any  further  record  of 
his  interfering  in  the  affairs  of  the  Company, 

The  loss  of  Saint  John  at  this  eventful  crisis 
was  a  subject  of  most  serious  regret  to  the  Earl  of 
Bedford ;  but  it  was  in  some  degree  compensated 
for  by  the  accession  to  the  interests  of  the  Com* 
paqy  of  Lord  Gorges,  a  nobleman  who  for  many  Lord  Gorges. 
years  had  taken  a  most  active  part  in  all  the  pro- 
ceedings relative  to  the  drainage  of  the  Great 
Level*  Richard  Lord  Gorges  was  the  grandson 
9f  Edward  Lord  Gorges,  named  in  the  indenture 
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of  fourteen  parts,  as  one  of  the  origtnal  partici- 
pants with  Earl  Francis^  This  fiEimily  had  for 
many  years  taken  great  interest  in  the  drainage  of 
the  Fens ;  and  Richard  held  the  very  important 
office  of  surveyor-general,  from  the  time  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  corporation  to  the  period  of  bis 
death.  In  his  attention  to  the  interests  of  the 
Fens  he  was  indefatigable.  The  Earl  of  Bed- 
ford placed  great  reliance  upon  his  judgment^  and 
entertained  the  highest  opinion  of  his  integrity. 
Upon  the  death  of  Lord  Gorges  (the  subject  of 
these  remarks)  the  title  became  extinct. 

No  proceedings  whatever  appear  to  have  taken 

place  between  the  last  meeting  of  the  company, 

on  the  15th  day  of  May,  1657,  and  the  period  of 

the  restoration  ;  at  least,  no  record  of  any  sach 

Pn>ceediDgs of  proceeding  is  discoverable.    The  government^ 

ro^iuXr'tbe   it  may  be  so  called)  during  the  short  period  the 

tdi.  ^  ^'^^'  supreme  authority  was  vested  in  that  weak  and 

irresolute  person  Richard  Cromwell,  was  in  a  state 
of  distraction.  The  parliament  convened  by 
him  met  only  to  give  way  to  the  reassembling  of 
the  remains  (or,  as  it  was  then  facetiously  called, 
the  rump)  of  the  long  parliament.  Their  delibe- 
rations continued  until  the  6th  of  March,  1660, 
when  they  dissolved  themselves,  and  thus  put  a 
termination  to  that  most  famous  assembly. 

The  interval  between  the  death  of  Cromwell 
and  the  restoration,  was  passed  in  mere  squab- 
bles for  power  between  the  several  leaders  of  the 
army,  the  remains  pf  the  old  republicans,  and  the 
chief  partisans  of  the  numerous  religious  sects 
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which  had  arisen  during  the  Commonwealtb^  es^ 
pecially  the  presbyterians.    The  people  looked  on 
with  indifference:  the  result  was  easily  antici- 
pated.   On  the  23th  of  April,  1660,  a  new  parlia- 
ment assembled^  and  the  lords  (in  defiance  of  a 
promise  made  by  General  Monke  to  exclude  them) 
again  took  their  seats  in  the  upper  house,  and 
made  choice  of  the  Earl  of  Manchester  as  their 
speaker.   Immediately  after  the  meeting,  they  or- 
dered the  Earl  of  Manchester  to  write  to  the  Earl 
of  Bedford  to  take  his  place  in  their  house;  which 
the  latter  accordingly  did.    The  Earl  of  Bedford  Tbe  Eari  of 
had  too  much  penetration  not  to  foresee,  that  the  tncns  to  p^. 
leaders  of  parliament  designed  the  restoration.  On  ^^™^°^ 
Friday,  the  27th  of  April,  1660,  the  lords  desired 
a  cimference  with  the  house  of  commons,  '^  to 
^  consider  of  some  way  and  means  to  make  up  all 
**  the  breaches  and  distractions  of  the  kingdom^** 
The  Earl  of  Bedford  was  one  of  the  lords  appoint- 
ed to  manage  the  conference.     The  commons 
chose  Sir  Harbottle  Grimstone  as  their  speaker. 
Both  houses  confirmed  General  Monke*s  commis- 
sioo  of  Captain  General,  and  the  members  emu- 
lated each  other  in  expressing  their  abhorrence  of 
the  execution  of  the  late  King,  and  in  reflecting 
on  tlie  memory  of  Cromwell.    This  was  a  prelude 
to  the  restoration.    Charles  was  proclaimed  on 
the  8th  of  May,  1660,  and  arrangements  were  in-  Therestora- 
stantly  made  for  his  unconditional  restoration;  mo^^^^' 
bat  not  without  an  ineffectual  attempt  on  the  part 
of  that  eminent  and  distinguished  statesman  and 
lawyer.  Sir  Mathew  Hale^  to  impose  certain  re- 
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strictions  upon  the  return  of  the  king.  Montagu 
was  despatched  to  attend  his  majesty  to  England; 
and  the  monarch  was  restored  to  his  dominions 
and  throne  amidst  the  most  general  demonstra- 
tions of  joy.  The  presbyterians,  however^  who  had 
mainly  contributed  to  bring  about  this  event, 
were  ere  long  taught  by  oppression  not  to  t^joice 
over  the  humiliation  of  the  republicans.  No  idea 
was  ever  more  erroneous  than  that  Charles  and 
bis  friends  acted  mercifully  towards  their  adversa- 
ries :  in  truth,  they  proceeded  as  far  as  they  durst, 
"!  and  even  pursued  by  assassins  some  of  those  who. 

had  sought  refuge  in  foreign  climes.  The  king*8. 
undisguised  encouragement  of  every  species  of» 
profligacy,  reflects  disgrace  on  the  age  that  could, 
tolerate  such  conduct.  His  violation  of  the  law,; 
and  his  designs  against  religion,  evince  that  (lik^ 
princes  in  general)  he  had  neither  profited  by  ex-' 
perience,  nor  improved  by  adversity. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  16()1,  (a  week  after  tlie 
proclamation,)  the  Earl  of  JJedford  was  appointed 
one  of  tlie  peers  "  to  view  and  consider  of  what 
'  ordinances  liad  been  made  since  the  lords  and 
*  parliament  were  voted  useless,  which  now  pass 
^  as  acts  of  parliament ;  and  to  draw  up  and  pre-^ 
pare  an  act,  to  present  to  the  house,  to  repeal 
what  they  think  fit ;  and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron 
Weld  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Mallet  to  assist  them.** 
The  important  charge  thus  committed  to  the 
Earl  and  his  learned  colleagues  was  performed 
with  great  circumspection.  A  bill  was  intro- 
duced into  the  house  of  lords,  and  after  passing 
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thathouHb  and  the  commons^  it  received  the  royal 
assent.  By  this  act  it  was  provided,  '^  That  the  12  car.  2. 
^*  parliament  begun  and  holden  at  Westminster, 
**  the  third  day  of  November,  in  the  16th  year  of 
^'  the  reign  of  the  late  King  Charles  of  blessed 
^  memory,  should  be  fully  dissolved  and  deter- 
^'  mined.**  All  acts  of  parliament  passed  during 
the  interregnum,  not  reenacted  after  the  restora- 
tion,  were  subsequently  declared  null  and  void. 

Let  VLB  here  consider  the  fearful  situation  of  the 
Great  Level,  and  the  difficulties  by  which  the 
Earl  of  Bedford  was  surrounded.  Our  readers^ 
will  recollect,  that  by  the  original  contmct  itr 
the  Lytm  law,  12,000  acres  were  given  to  the  crown  App.  p.  109. 
in  return  for  its  support  to  the  measure  of  drain- 
age. King  Charles  the  First  had  granted  2000 
acres*  part  thereof,  to  his  lord  treasurer,  Jerome 
Earl  of  Portland  *.  The  remaining  10,000  acres 
continued  in  the  crown  until  the  time  of  the  king's 
^Jeath.  In  the  pretended  act,  (as  it  must  now  be 
called,)  passed  1649,  no  mention  whatever  is  made, 
either  of  the  2000  acres  vested  in  the  Earl  of  Port- 
laod^  or  of  the  10,000  acres  then  lately  vested  in 
the  crown.  The  whole  95,000  acres  (as  set  out  by 
the  St.  Ives  Law)  are  vested  in  the  trustees  ap- 
pointed by  the  act  of  1649,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Earl  of  Bedford,  his  participants,  and  adventurers.  Ante,  p.  179. 
Mr.  Weston,  on  the  part  of  the  Earl  of  Portland, 

^  This  nobleman  resided  in  great  privacy  during  the  corn* 
monwealth^  at  Whittlesey,  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  3  but  history  gives 
no  record  of  his  public  life  beyoud  what  is  stated  in  a  note  in 
the  Appendix  to  this  work^  page  3B8.  * 
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it  has  been  already  stated^  agreed  with  the  Cobi^ 
pany  to  pay  pro  ratd  the  taxes  generally  imposed 
upon  the  whole  Level,  and  then  continued  in  pos- 
session. Upon  the  restoration,  those  who  had 
shared  in  the  misfortunes  naturally  expected  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  prosperity  of  the  king.  The  Great 
Level  being  now  drained,  and  the  works  com- 
pleted, it  became  evident  that  the  crown,  which 
had  at  this  juncture  so  many  favourites  to  rewaidi 
and  so  many  interests  to  conciliate,  would  not  for- 
get its  claims  upon  this  large  proportion  of  the 
LeveL  The  claim  was  in  effect  made,  and  ulti- 
mately substantiated.  Many  of  the  old  adVen- 
turers  had  been  ejected  from  their  lands  during  the 
commonwealth,  in  consequence  of  their  taxes  be- 
ing unpaid ;  and  sales  were  made  from  time  to  tim^ 
while  the  owners  (in  consequence  of  their  adhesion 
to  the  royal  cause)  were  either  residing  abroadi 
or  suffering  under  the  most  painful  deprivations 
at  home.  Fas  aut  nefas^  they  claimed  restitution. 
The  hostility  to  the  measure  of  drainage,  which 
had  never  entirely  ceased,  now  broke  out  in  vio- 
lent threats.  Tumultuous  assemblies  took  place, 
and  serious  apprehension  was  felt  that  the  works, 
which  had  been  raised  with  such  unceasing  care, 
labour,  and  perseverance,  would  be  utterly  de- 
stroyed. The  efforts  of  the  discontented  seemed 
particularly  directed  against  the  great  bank  be* 
tween  Over-Cote  and  Earith.  This  expected  dis- 
turbance was  the  more  fearful,  from  the  state  of 
the  laws,  and  the  powerless  situation,  in  this  re- 
spect, of  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  the  participants^ 
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aikd  adventurers.  The  laws  of  the  restoration  had 
abrogated  those  of  the  commonwealth.  The  Earl 
of  Bedford  found  himself  situated  as  be  had  been 
at  the  death  of  his  noble  father^.  Neither  his  spirit 

^  Ithaibeen  tsMed,  upon  the  authority  of  Clarendon  and  other 
writcn»  that  this  distingubhed  bobleman  died  of  the  dmoll  pox) 
but  this  is  donbtfuh  The  author,  since  writing  that  part  of  his 
work  which  refers  to  this  melancholy  event,  has  discovered  a  Seeantc, 
document,  which  may  be  interesting,  not  only  as  a  ^* 
[men  of  style  of  composition,  but  also  because  it  relates  to 
Fhueis  and  William  Earls  of  Bedford.  The  document  is  enti* 
tied,  ''The  Earle  of  Bedford's  Passage  to  the  Highest  Court  of 
**  Furliament,  May  the  ninth,  1641,  about  tenne  a'clock  in  the 
^  Homing,  observed  by  his  lordship's  phisician.  Doctor  Cade- 
"  man.    London,  Printed  for  Hugh  Perry,  1641." 

^<  Th€  EarU  of  Bedfot€t  Passage  to  the  Highest  Court  of 

"  Parliaments 

^'  Upon  the  sad  newes  of  the  death  of  Master  Francis  Russell 
"  at  Fans,  his  father,  my  most  honoured  Lord  of  Bedford,  told 
**  me  that  foure  fnire  oakes  of  his  were  lately  blowne  downe 
"  as  it  were  altogether ;  of  which  subject  my  lord  made  so 
"  aaoving  a  discourse,  as  it  seemed  to  mee  their  extirpation  . 
**  tooke  deepe  roote  in  his  thoughts.  Shortly  after,  my  lord 
''  sent  for  me  ogaine,  and  then  complained  that  he  found  his 
"  owne  health  somewhat  shaken  :  wherefore,  to  lesson  the 
"  nuuolenance  of  a  future  sicknesse,  he  desired  to  resume  a 
''  vomit,  which  the  last  yeare  had  gently  cured  him  of  churlish 
''  ridknesse  in  the  countrey  :  but  in  this,  both  my  lord  and  my* 
"  self  were  willing  to  aske  the  counsell  and  consent  of  Dr« 
"  Cmige,  as  well  a  true  friend  as  a  fiaithful  phisician  to  his 
**  lordship.  Hee  finding  him  the  next  day  in  a  feverish  dis- 
"  positioD,  inclined  to  the  letting  of  his  lordship's  blood  first, 
"  which  as  it  was  learnedly  proposed,  so  it  was  presently  exe- 
^  ented.  Afterwards,  seeing  my  lord  continue  sidce  by  an  op- 
'^  pression  of  choller  in  his  stomacke,  oxisented  to  give  him  a 
^  Toinit.  .  When  that  had  done  working,  as  it  often  happens. 
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ilor  his  JEictivity  shrunk  one  moment  from  diBiciit* 
ties,  however  appalling.  The  Lynn  law  was  still 
in  operation,  and  the  general  statute  of  sewers,  (23 

■ 

''  nature  being  discharged  of  one  burden^  herselfe  thakes  oS 

"  another^  like  Gallen's  asse,  that  was  too  weak  to  winch  oC 

'*  two  sackes,  would  never  bear  one»  there  flourUhed  in  divers 

''  parts  of  his  skin  some  red  spots^  which  my  noble  Lady 

"  Brooke,  my  lord's  daughters,  and  Misteris  Roberts,  his  dili- 
gent servant,  first  observed ;  whereupon  my  lord^  wbo  ever 
considered  other's  safety  before  his  owne  content^  with  ei- 
traordinary  earnestncsse,  forced  his  dear  lady  and  children, 

'*  much  against  their  wills,  to  leave  him. 

This  yeare,  that  hath  been  fertile  of  wonders,  many  strai^ 
eruptions  have  beene  made  in  the  skin  that  have  resembled. 

"  the  small  poxe,  when  it  proved  otherwise,  even  to  the  de- 
ceiving of  the  best  phisicians  $  no  dishonour  to  the  profes- 
sion.   The  clearest  knowledge  of  mankind  is  donded  with 

*'  errors  in  all  employments.  An  medicina  an  non  fmtoiidiB  tU 
quam  tamen  muliafallunU 

<'  My  lord  being  thus  parted  from  his  dearest  lady  and  diil* 
dren^  as  a  tree  without  a  barke  and  branches. 
Out  of  the  great  zeale,  the  influence  of  my  lord's  fiivoursto 

'*  me,  had  kindled  in  my  heart,  put  me  into  passion,  which,  if 
it  makes  us  blind  and  unable  to  see  things  present,  much 
more  it  does  obscure  tilings  farre  off,  and  to  come.  All  that 
I  could  doe  for  that  time  to  comfort  my  lord  and  myselfe  was 
to  say,  I  believed  it  was  but  a  simple  boylingof  blood,  which 

'^  he  had  often  formerly  had,  and  had  neither  the  infection  nor 
the  perill  of  the  small  fioxe.  I  endeavoured  to  be  very  cheer- 
ful with  him,   having  ever  found  that  the  speeches  of  the 

*'  phisician  as  good  and  bad  aspects  to  govern  and  raigne  much 
in  the  hearts  and  thoughts  of  the  patients,  and  much  more 
with  their  passions,  heighten  or  lessen  the  power  of  their 

*'  sicknesse. 

"  Some  recover  of  the  plague,  because  they  never  knew  they 

'*  had  it )  others  dye  of  a  fit  of  the  ague,  because  they  thought 
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Hen.  8.  c.  5.),  as  trell  as  the  general  drainage  act  of  app.  p.  is. 
Qoeen  Elizabeth  (43  Eliz.  e.  11. )«  were  still  valid 
and  existing  laws.    The  E^rl  felt  the  necessity  of 

^'  it  the  plagae :  alwaise  the  small  poxe  comes  soonest  out« 
^.  when  'jtifl  not  thought  of  within,  to  the  great  security  of  thera 
**  that  have  it :  for  amongst  all  good  signs  in  that  disease,  that 
**  is  the  best,  that  they  breake  forth  together  and  quickly ;  how-^ 
^  soeTer^all  exanthemata  and  eruptions  to  the  skine  require  the 
'^  same  care  and  government,  except  some  are  pursued  and 
**  ehased  out  with  lesse  severitie. 

*'  There  are  |]lants  thrive  best  in  the  shades,  and  others 
**  better  on  any  hills ;  my  lord's  body  was  so  subtile,  as  he 
**  could  scarce  endure  to  bee  covered  up  a  whole  night  in  his 
*^  bed.  We  can  take  up  coales  in  their  embers,  but  flames 
*f  ■ever. 

'*  A  £uthful  servant  of  his  told  me,  hee  was  so  wearie  of  his 
'/  bed,  as  hee  feared  it  would  be  his  grave,  by  these  words,  / 
**  fooie  away  my  life  to  observe  the  physicians ;  and,  in  my  hear- 
ing, when  he  was  denied  to  rise,  he  sighed  out  this  profes- 
"  sibn  of  obedience :  ire//  then,  I  will  die  to  observe  the  physi* 
dans.  If  I  were  now  upon  my  death  bed,  and  to  declare 
'*  what  my  lord  died  on,  I  should  say  hee  died  of  too  much  of 
\*  his  bedj  and  not  of  the  smalle  poxe  :  till  Saterday  night  I  am 
snre  hee  had  no  signe  of  danger,  as  I  am  sure  that  then  there 
was  no  hope  of  life,  nature  having  given  over  the  field  to  de- 
*'  Totion,  which  came  in  so  armed  and  so  invincible  as  I  never 
"  isaw  the  like,  though  I  have  waited  upon  many  who  had  no 
V  other  businesse  in  life  than  to  die  well ;  his  breath  was  spent 
"  before  his  eies  and  hands  ceased  to  be  raised  to  heaven,  as  if 
«'  his  soule  would  have  carried  his  body  along  with  it. 

"  Thus,  though  he  commanded  his  body  to  bee  buried  with 
'«  decency,  but  not  pompe,  yet  I  could  not  but  publish  the  glo- 
"  rioas  manner  of  his  death.  Those  that  knew  the  obligations 
'^  I  had  to  this  great  and  good  lord  will,  I  presume,  pardon  his 
"  lordship's  constant  honourer,  T.  C." 

It  would  seem  that  the  above  very  curious  document  was 
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restoring  tranquillity  in  the  Level,  before  any  stepl 
could  be  taken  to  enable  bim  to  carry  into  effector 
assume  the  power  and  authority  even  of  the  existing 
laws.    Accompanied  by  Lord  Gorges,  he  left  Lon- 
don for  the  Great  Level.    The  greatest  number  of 
discontents  Were  in  the  South  Level,  particularly 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Swaffham  Reach,  Swase- 
sey,  and  Over.    Indeed,  the  inhabitants  of  those 
parts  of  the  Level  had  never  generally  concarred 
in  the  measure  of  drainage.    The  Earl  sought  out 
the  leaders;  he  heard  their  complaints,  and  pro* 
mised  them  redress.     His  appearance  amongst 
them,  the  urbanity  of  his  manners>  and  the  n- 
collection  of  his  long  and  faithful  services,  ap* 
peased  their  anger,  and  quieted  their  hostility. 
He  felt  it  prudent,  however,  to  employ  persons  tq 
watch  the  great  works  both  day  and  nighty  until 
affairs  should  arrive  at  a  more  settled  state ;  and 
these  judicious  arrangements  being  completed,  the 
tioble  lords   returned   to  London.      It  was  ob- 
vious to  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  that  amongst  so 
many  conflicting  interests  and  passions,  no  gene- 
ral measure  of  legislation  could  immediately  be 
expected.    The  Earl  had  a  most  difficult  task  to 
perform.    His  caution  was  equal  to  his  perseve- 

writteii  purposely  to  disprove  a  report  that  the  Earl  died  of  the 
small-pox  5  and  heuce  we  may  infer,  that  such  a  death  was  ra- 
ther a  disgrace,  and  that  the  prejudice  and  horror  excited  by 
this  disease  existed  at  that  period  in  the  greatest  degree ;  and 
we  all  know  that  those  feelings  are  scarcely  eradicated  in  the 
present  day,  notwithstanding  the  "  march  of  intellect/'  with 
Lawyer  Brougham's  '' schoolmaster  abroad.*' — 1829. 
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ranee.  He  presented  a  petition  to  parliament, 
stating  fully  all  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  praying 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  settling  the  drainage 
of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens.  Leave  was  given, 
and  the  bill  was  introduced  in  the  month  of  May, 
1660 ;  but  it  will  be  seen  presently,  that  this  pro* 
oeediDg  instantly  set  in  motion  all  the  conflicting 
interests,  thereby  convincing  the  Earl  that  a  long 
time  mast  elapse  before  any  general  measure  could 
be  adopted.  Therefore,  without  arresting  the  pro- 
gress of  the  general  bill,  or  interfering  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  litigating  parties^  his  lordship, 
OQ  the  31st  of  August,  1660,  introduced  the  fol* 
lowing  temporary  bill. 

^  An  Act  for  the  necessary  maintefiance  of  the 
"  work  of  dreyning  the  Great  Levell  of  the 
«  Fennsr 

^^  Be  it  enacted,  by  the  king's  most  excellent  Tint  tempo- 

■MM*     A|*^ 

"  majestic,  by  the  advice  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  lords  and  commons  assembled  in  parlia- 
ment^ that  for  maintenance  and  preservation  of 
•*  the  Great  Levell  of  the  Fenns,  extending  itselfe 
**  into  the  countyes  of  Northampton,  Norfolke, 
^'  Suffolke,  Lincolne,  Cambridge,  and  Hunting- 
'^  don,  and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  or  some  of  them,  and 
*^  for  layeing  and  leavying  of  taxes,  and  secureing 
^^  the  said  Levell  from  drowning  only,  that  all 
'^  taxes  already  made  and  assessed,  or  to  be  made 
<^  or  assessed,  only  upon  the  ninety  five  thousand 
**  acres  given  by  one  pretended  act  of  parlia* 
"  ment,  of  the  twenty- ninth  day  of  May,  one 

VOL.  I.  z 
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*'  thoQsand  six  hundred  forty-njme,  unto  WiUiam 
**  Earle  of  Bedford,  Edward  Russell,  Esq.,  Robert 
'^  Henley,  Esq.,  deceased,  and  Robert  Castle,  Esq., 
and  their  heires  and  assignes,  in  trust  for  the 
said  Earle,  his  participants,  and  adventurers,  for 
'^  dreyning  of  the  said  Great  Levell  before  the 
"  twenty-ninth  day  of  May  next  comeing,  by  co* 
**  lour  of,  or  according  to  the  intent  of  the  said 
**  pretended  act,  shall  stand  in  force,  and  Bhall 
*^  and  may  be  collected  and  gathered,  soe  as  the 
^^  said  taxes  to  be  hereafter  sett  upon  the  said 
*^  nynety*five  thousand  acres  exceede  not  three 
'^  shillings  the  acre ;  and  that  all  arreares  of  rent 
'^  already  incurred  upon  or  out  of  any  part  of  the 
said  nynety-five  thousand  acres,  or  that  shall 
incurr  or  grow  due  before  the  said  twenty-ninth 
day  of  May  next  comeing,  upon  any  contract 
'^  or  lease  of  the  premises,  or  any  part  or  parcel 
*^  thereof,  shaH  be  received  and  recovered  as  if  the 
"  said  pretended  act  had  been  a  good  and  effec- 
'*  tuali  act ;  and  the  possession  of  the  nynety-five 
"  thousand  acres  is  setled  and  qnyeted  as  the 
same  now  is,  untill  the  said  twenty-ninth  day  of 
May  next,  any  thing  to  the  contrary  thereof 
notwithstanding.  Provided  allwayes,  and  it  is 
"  further  enacted  and  declared,  that  this  act,  nor 
"  any  thing  therein  conteyned,  shall  extend,  or  be 
"  construed  to  extend,  to  preclude  the  king's  ma- 
"  jestie,  or  any  other  person  or  pei*sons,  from  and 
"  after  the  said  twenty- nynth  day  of  May,  one 
"  thousand  six  hundred  sixtie  one,  from  any  right, 
"  tytle,  clayme,  or  interest,  which  his  majestic,  or 
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any  other  person  or  peraons  had,  hath,  or  may 
bave^  or  pretend  to  have^  to  any  part  of  the  said 
nynety-five  thousand  acres  mentioned  in  the 
said  pretended  act ;  but  that  all  such  right  and 
^*  title  shall  be  preserved  to  his  majestie,  and  to 
^^  all  such  other  persons,  after  the  expiration  of 
^^  this  act,  as  fully  as  if  this  act  had  not  beene 
^^  made^  or  according  to  such  determination  as 
^  shall  be  thereof  made  by  the  parliament,  before 
^'  the  said  twenty-ninth  day  of  May,  one  thou- 
^  sand  six  hundred  sixtie  one.  Provided  alsoe, 
^  that  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  or  made  use 
^  of  to  countenance  or  confirm  any  sales,  for* 
'^  feiture,  or  other  dispositions,  conveyances,  or 
'^  estates  of  lands,  made  for  non-payment  of 
^<  taxes  and  assessments,  or  otherwise,  or  to  make 
^  good  any  act  or  thing  whatsoever  that  hath 
^  bfen^  or  shall  be  done,  in  pursuance  or  by  co^ 
'^  lour  of  the  said  pretended  act,  after  the  said 
^'  twenty^^nynth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  six 
*'  hundred  sixtie  one  ;  but  that  all  persons  con- 
^^  ceroed,  and  all  things  and  estates,  shall  be 
^  aud  remayne  in  the  same  state  and  condition 
^'  from  and  after  the  said  twenty-nynth  of  May, 
^'  as  if  this  act  had  never  beene  made.  Provided 
'^  allways,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
^^  aforesaid,  that  all  such  differences  as  now  are 
'*  or  shall  arise  betweene  the  former  adventurers 
^  and  the  said  Earle  of  Bedford  and  his  partici-^ 
^  pants,  and  all  things  in  difference  and  dispute 
'  between  the  said  Earl  and  participants,  and 
^  the  countreys  within  or  bordering  upon  the 
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**'6aid  Levell,  are  not  att  all  concluded  or  over- 
^  ruled  by  this  act,  or  any  thing  thei*ein  conteyn- 
^*  ed ;  but  all  the  said  differences  are  left  to  be 
determined  according  to  law  and  equity.  Pro- 
vided all  way  es,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  autbo- 
**  rity  aforesaid,  that  if,  by  occasion  of  theadven- 
"  turers'  workes,  the  water  shall  be  raised  higher 
^^  on  the  auncient  handles  then  formerly,  to  the 
"  damage  of  the  countrey;  that  then  the  lord 
*•  chauncellor,  lord  treasurer,  the  judges  of  the 
*^  one  bench  and  other,  and  barons  of  the  exche- 
"  quer,  or  any  two  of  them,  or  the  judges  of  the 
assizes  in  the  respective  countyes,  are  hereby 

4 

impowered,  upon  heareing  of  partyes  and  judg- 
ment of  the  cause  or  causes,  to  award  damages, 
open  sluices,  and  to  apply  such  remedyes  as 
**  shall  be  just.  Provided  allwayes,  and  be  it  fur- 
*'  ther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
Arthur  Annesley,  Esq.,  Sir  William  Playters, 
Sir  John  Hewett,  Barronett,  Richard  Fyenes, 
'*  Sanuieii  Sandys,  Robert  Philllpps,  William  Ter- 
"  ringham,  William  Dodson,  and  Anthony  S* 
"  John,  Esq"^,  clayineirig  a  fourth  part  of  the  said 
nynety-five  thousand  acres,  be  and  are  consti- 
tuted cotnissioners  to  joyne  with  the  Earle  of 
"  Bedford  and  his  participants,  for  the  more  or- 
"  derly  support  and  carrying  on  the  worke  of 
"  the  said  Level!  dureing  the  continuance  of  this 
''  act." 
13  Sept.  1600.        On  the  13th  of  September,   1660,  this  bill  re- 

ceived  the  royal  assent,  and  gave  time  for  the 
Earl  to  reconcile,  if  possible,  all  opposing  parties. 
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Soon  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  parliament 
was  dissolved  ;  but  upon  the  meeting  of  the  new 
parliament,  the  following  order  was  made  by  the 
house  of  commons,  upon  a  petition  presented  by 
the  Earl  of  Bedford,  his  participants,  and  adven- 
tui'ers: 


**  Die  Sabbath},  18^  Maij,  1661. 

••  Upon  reading  the  petition  of  William  Earl  EariofBwi- 
of  Bedford,  participants,  and  adventurers,  for 


« 
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CC 
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*«  dreyningthe  Great  Levell  of  the  Fenns,  shew- 
ing, that  the  said  Level  having  been  drained  at 
the  petitioners'  charge,  for  the  recompense  of 
95,000  acres ;  and  that  by  an  act  of  the  last 
parliament,  possession  of  the  95,000  acres  is 
^  setled  and  quieted  as  the  same  then  was  until 
**  the  29th  day  of  May  instant,  within   which 
time  it  was  conceived  another  act  of  parliament 
would  have  passed  for  a  perpetual  settlement 
of  that  business,  which  being  not  effected,  and 
the  time  neer  expiring,   some  attempts  have 
**  been  lately  made,  by  cutting  of  bankes^  to  en- 
**  danger  the  drowning  of  a  great  part  of  the 
'^  said  Levell;  and  it  is  conceived,  that  further 
*'  attempts  will  be  made  after  the  said  twenty- 
"  ninth  of  May  instant^  if  it  be  not  timely  pre- 
vented, which  is  endeavoured  to  be  done  by 
presenting  a  bill  to  the  commons  house  of  par- 
liament, which  is  now  in  agitation  there  ;  It  is 
*•  ordered  by  the  lords  in  parliament  assembled, 
"  that  all  unlawful  forces,  ryotts,  and  assemblies, 
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^*  within  the  said  Levell  and  parts  adjacent,  and 
^^  the  cutting  of  any  banks^  sasses^  sluices^  or  other 
*^  works  made  for  drayning  of  the  said  Levell  and 
^^  preservation  of  the  same,  are  hereby  straightly 
**  forbidden ;  and  that  the  quiet  possession  of  the 
"  said  Great  Levell  of  the  Fenns,and  the  workes  for 
^'  the  drayning  of  the  same,  be  continued  in  the 
possessions  of  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford,  partici- 
pants^ and  adventurers,  and  their  assignes,  as 
now  they  are^  until  the  parliament  shall  take 
'^  farther  order  therein,  or  an  eviction  be  had  by 
due  course  of  law :  Provided  nevertheless,  that 
nothing  in  this  order  shall  be  in  any  wise  preja- 
dicial  to  the  King's  title,  nor  to  aney  claiming 
*'  from  his  majesty,  but  that  the  King  may  enjoy 
'^  his  rights :  And  hereof  all  mayors,  sheriifs,  bay* 
''  liffs,  constables,  and  other  his  majesty^s  officers, 
'^  are  to  take  notice  for  the  keeping  of  the  peace, 
and  quieting  the  possession  of  the  premises  as 
aforesaid :  And  lastly,  that  this  order  being  pub- 
**  lished  in  the  several  parish  churches  and  chap- 
"  pells  in  and  about  the  said  Levell,  all  persons 
"  are  to  take  notice  and  yeeld  their  obedience 
"  hereunto,  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at 
"  their  peri  Us.'' 

"  Jo:  Brown,  Cleric.  Parliamentorum'^ 
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''  Die  Lumv,  20°  Maij,  1661. 

"  Ordered  by  the  lords  in  parliament  assembled, 
^^  that  this  order  shall  be  printed  and  published." 

"  Jo:  Brown,  Cferic.  Parliamentorumr 
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Soon  after  this  order,  the  Earl  again  introduced 
the  general  bill ;  but  still  there  irere  so  many  mat- 
ters requiring  investigation,  so  many  contend! og 
interests,  and  such  contrariety  of  feeling,  that  this 
session  also  was  closed  by  postponing  the  general 
bill ^3  and  by  passing  the  following  temporary  act: 


<( 


raiy  Act. 


jin  Act  for  confirming  and  continuing  an  Act  Second  tempo- 
"  for  the  necessary  mayntenance  of  the  voorke  of 
^  dreyning  the  Greate  Levell  of  the  FennsT 

^'  Bee  it  enacted  by  the  king*s  most  excellent 
^  m^estiCt  by  the  advice  and  with  the  consent  of 
^'  the  lords  and  commons  assembled  in  parlya- 
*^  ment,  that  one  act  made  or  mentioned  to  bee 
^*  made  npon  or  since  the  five-and  twentieth  day 

*  During  the  progress  of  this  bill,  the  following  vote  passed 
the  Uoiise  of  Commons  : 

"  Die  Mercurxi,  quin*  Januar,  166 1. " 

*'  Resolved  upon  the  question, 

**  That  the  committee  to  whom  both  the  bills  eoncerning  the 
^  Great  JL^evell  of  the  Fens^  called  Bedford  Level,  are  com- 
*'  mitted,  do  consider  of  both  bills,  and  provide  that  the  works 
**  may  be  maintained  ;  and  do  insert  the  names  of  Coll:  Sandys 
*'  and  Sir  William  Terringham,  and  the  other  persons  who  have 
*'  the  like  claim,  into  the  bill;  and  do  preserve  their  rights; 
**  and  do  erect  a  judicature,  to  give  recompence  where  they 
"  shall  see  cause." 

''  That,  by  the  bill.  Coll:  Sandys  and  Sir  William  Terringbam 
"  may  be  put  into  possession  of  such  part  of  th^e  Levell  as  was 
"  set  out  for  the  lot  of  i>ir  Miles  Sandys  and  Sir  Thomas  Ter- 
^'  ringham,  according  to  their  several  interests  under  the  four- 
*'  tcenth  part  deed." 
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^^  of  Aprill^  in  the  twelfth  yeare  of  the  raigne  of 
^'  the  king's  most  excellent  majestie  that  now  is, 
^'  by  his  sayd  majestie,  by  and  with  the  advice 
^^  and  consent  of  the  lords  and  commons  assembled 
'^  att  Westminster,  upon  the  said  five-and-twen- 
^'  tieth]  day  of  Aprill^  and  then  continued  untill 
"  the  nyne-and-twentieth  day  of  December  then 
^'  next  following^  and  then  dissolved,  hereinafter 
**  perticulerly  expressed  by  the  tytle  thereof,  (that 
"  is  to  say,)  *  An  Act  for  the  necessary  mainte- 
nance of  the  worke  of  dreyneing  the  Great  Le- 
vell  of  the  Fenns,*  shall  bee,  and  is  hereby  con- 
'^  firmed  and  continued,  and  shall  stand  and  bee 
^'  in  force  untill  the  first  day  of  May  next  ensueing, 
^'  ana  not  longer:  Provided  allwayes,  and  be  it 
''  enacted,  that  his  majestie^s  title  and  possession 
'^  unto  and  in  the  tenn  thousand  acres,  parcell  of 
"  the  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  in  the  sayd  Great 
"  Levell,  formerly  assigned  unto  his  majestie, 
"  shall  not,  by  vertue  of  the  sayd  act,  bee  any 
'•'  way  impeached  ;  but  that  his  Majestie  and  his 
**  now  lessees  of  the  sayd  tenn  thousand  acres, 
"  bee  and  are  hereby  setled  and  vested  in  the  quiet 
"  and  peaceable  possession  of  the  sayd  tenn  thou- 
"  sand  acres/' 

The  following  session  the  general  drainage  bill 
was  again  presented,  and  underwent  great  discus- 
sion and  opposition.  The  discontents  were  in- 
creased by  these  repeated  delays ;  and  the  Earl  of 
Bedford,  still  finding  no  chance  of  the  general 
bill  passing,  applied  to  parliament  for  its  more 
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lediate  aid  in  quelling  the  disturbances  which 

arisen;  and,  in  consequence,  the  following 

It  was  passed  by  the  house  on  the  19th  of  May, 

i. 

Whereas  by  reason  of  the  time  several  bills  i9ihMay, 

^  1662. 

DW  depending  in  parliament  cannot  be  dis- 
&tehed  this  session,  it  is  therefore  ordered,  by 
te  lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in  parliament 
isembled,  that  the  lord  treasurer,  the  Duke  of 
inckingham,  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  the  Lord 
^llasis,  do  forthwith  attend  the  King,  and  re- 
^mmend  unto  his  majesty  the  preservation  and 
laintenance  of  the  works  made  for  the  Great 
eVel  of  the  Fens,  for  which  bills  are  nowp^d- 
igy  and  for  quieting  and  settling  the  possessions 
s  they  now  are,  until  the  parliament  can  pass 
A  act  on  that  behalf;  and  that  his  majesty  will 
e  pleased  to  hear  and  settle  the  differences  be- 
ureen  the  adventurers  of  Francis  Earl  of  Bcd- 
ird  and  William  Earl  of  Bedford.'' 

"his  order  was  followed  by  the  King's  procla- 
ion. 

«  By  the  King." 
f   Proclamation  for  the   preservation  of  the  King'iprocU 
Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  called  Bedford  Le- 
vel,  and  of  the  works  made  for  the  dreining 
of  the  samer 

•*  Charles  R." 
Whereas  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  called 
(edford  Level,  extending  itself  into  the  coun- 
ics  of  Northainpton,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Lincoln, 


matiua. 
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Cambridge,  and  Huntingdon,  and  the  Isle  of 
Ely,  or  some  of  them,  bath  been  dretned  by  oar 
"  right  trusty  and  wel- beloved   cosin   William 
Earl  of  Bedford,  participants,  and  adventorers, 
for  d reining  of  the  said  Great  Levels  at  their 
very  great  costs  and  charges ;  and  ninety-five 
thousand  acres  of  late  surrounded  grounds^  par- 
^'  eel  of  the  said  Great  Levels  have  been  assigned 
^^  and  set  forth  for  the  recompense  of  dreining 
and  maintaining  the  said  Great  Level,  whereof 
twelve  thousand  acres  then  belonging  to  us,  car 
heirs  and  assigns,  and  are  now  enjoyed  by  us 
and  our  assigns,  and  the  residue  of  the  said 
^'  ninety-five  thousand  acres  are  enjoyod  by  the 
"  said  Earl,  participants,  and  adventurers;  the 
'^  which  work  being  of  publick  concernment  and 
'*  great  advantage,  benefit,  and  profit,  to  the  whole 
'*  nation,  an  act  was  made  by  us,  with  the  advice 
"  and  consent  of  the  lords  and  commons,  asscm- 
"  bled  at  Westminster,  the  five  and  twentieth  day 
"  of  April,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  our  reign,  inti- 
"  tuled  *  An  act  for  the  necessary  maintenance  of 
"  the  work  of  dreining  the  Great  Level  of  the 
Fens,'  whereby  the  said  Earl,  participants,  and 
adventurers,  were  enabled  as  well  to  levy  taxes 
then  formerly  imposed  upon  the  said  ninety-five 
thousand  acres,  as  then  after  to  be  imposed  by 
vertue  of  the  said  act,  and  the  possession  of  the 
"  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres  setled  and  qui- 
"  eted  as  then  it  was,  which  said  act  did  expire 
"  the  nine  and  twentieth  day  of  May,  which  was 
'*  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  our  said  reign  ;  And 
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^  whereas  in  the  parliament  begun  at  Westmin- 
^  ster  the  eighth  day  of  May^  in  the  said  tfair- 
^  teenth  year  of  our  reign,  by  one  other  act,  inti- 
^  tuled  '  An  act  for  confirming  and  continuing  an 
^  act  lor  the  necessary  maintaining  of  the  work  of 
^  dreining  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,*  the  said 
^  former  act  was  confirmed  and  continued  until 
^  the  first  day  of  May  instant ;  And  whereas  a  bill 
'*  was  preferred  and  prosecuted  in  our  house  of 
'^  commons  by  the  said  Earl,  participants,  and  ad- 
'^  venturers,  for  maintaining  and  preservation  of 
^  the  said  Great  Level,  and  of  all  tbe  rivers,  dreins, 
^  cots,  banks,  sasses,  sluces,  tonnels,  and  other 
**  works  made,  whereby  to  prevent  future  inun- 
^  dations,  and  had  proceeded  therein  to  settle  and 
^^  agree  the  greatest  part  thereof,  but  could  not, 
^  inregard  of  shortness  of  time,  perfect  the  same; 
^  and  therefore  both  our  houses  of  parliament 
^^  have  severally,  by  their  order,  made  the  nine- 
"  teenth  day  of  May  instant,  recommended  to  our 
**  princely  care  the  preservation  of  the  said  Great 
"  Level;  and  more  particularly  by  the  order  of  the 
*^  house  of  peers,  is  further  recommended  to  our 
**  care  the  works  there  made,  and  quieting  and 
^  settling  of  the  possessions  as  then  they  were 
^'  until  further  order;  And  whereas  some  attempts 
^'  have  been  lately  made  by  cutting  of  banks  and 
^  forcible  and  unseasonable  opening  of  sasses 
^  and  sluces  within  the  said  Great  Level,  to  the 
^'  endangering  of  the  drowning  of  a  great  part 
"  thereof:  Wc,  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
"  recommendation  of  both   our  houses  of  par- 
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^  fiameat,  aod  modi  mindiDg  Oe  inliliiiK^MiJi 
'^  and  safety  of  ihia  kingdom^  and  to  giM^lA! 
^  just  and  lawfbl  coimtenaiice  and  cnOfldiay»  I 
.^  meat  to  m  poblick  a  work,  and  ftp  jrtlfiM 
'  **  and  preservation  thereof,  have  alreadf  ^A9«|||( 
government  and  maintenance  of  tlie  mM'ArIiII 
Level,  and  for  laying  and  levying -^^of  ^itad 
^  ae  weU  to  be  hereafter  mt.  m  noip  i»'aHMtt; 
^  npon  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acras^MiMl 
*'  a  commission  of  sewers  to  be  issaed  wMleMllfl 
^  Great  Seal  of  England  for  that  poppooBraal; 
^  that  so  &mous  a  work  may  not  now  aiiasiiq;^ 
^  we  do  hereby  publish  and  declare  oar  i^taNMr^ 
^  to  be.  That  the  said  commissionerB  do  k^  taHl 
^  and  assessments  upon  the  said  ninety-fivatiiMli* 
sand  acres  onely,  for  support  and  nudatenaneft 
^  of  the  works  made  for  dreining  of  the  said  Giiest 
'*  Level,  and  upon  no  other  part  of  the  said  Level; 
^'  and  we  do  streightly  forbid^  under  pain  of  our 
**  displeasure,  and  such  punishment  as  is  due  to 
contemners  of  our  royal  commands^  all  future 
attempts,  disturbances,  interruptions,  entries, 
forces,  riots,  assemblies,  or  any  other  unlawful 
^'  act  or  acts,  tending  to  the  disturbance  of  the 
publick  peace  within  the  said  Great  Level,  oc 
parts  adjacent,  or  the  interruption  of  the  said 
William  Earl  of  Bedford,  participants,  and  ad- 
venturers, their  tenants  and  assigns,  or  of  us  or 
our  assigns,  in  the  quiet  possession  and  enjoy* 
ment  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  or 
any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  or  of  or  in  any  of 
"  the  rivers,  dreins,  cuts,  banks,  sasses,  sluce^ 
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^^  tonnels,  or  any  other  works  made  for  dreining' 
^  of  tbe  said  Great  Level,  or  interruption,  moles- 
''  tation,  or  disturbance  of  any  of  their  officers, 

*  agents,  or  workmen,  in  any  of  their  works  of  the 
"  said  Great  Level,  or  collecting  or  levying  any 
**  taxes,  or  arrear  taxes,  in  order  to  preserve  the 
^  said  Great  Level  until  further  order.  And  all 
**  our  justices  of  the  peace,  mayors^  sheriffs,  and 
^  other  ministers  of  justice,  and  all  other  our 
^  officers  military  and  civil,  and  all  our  lov- 
^  ing  subjects,  are  hereby  required  to  be  aiding 
^  and  assisting  to  the  said  commissioners  of 
^  sewers,  and  such  as  they  shall  appoint,  to  see 
^  our  royal  commands^  hereby  published,  duly 
^^  observed,  as  often  as  occasion  shall  require,  as 
**  they  will  avoid  our  royal  displeasure." 

•*  Given  at  our  Court,  at  Hampton  Court,  the 
"  thirtieth  day  of  May,  1662,  in  the  four- 
"  teenth  year  of  our  reign." 
"  God  save  the  King." 

In  order  to  give  effect  to  the  proclamation,  and 
to  enable  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  his  participants 
ind  adventurers,  legally  to  meet  for  the  purpose 
>f  carrying  on  the  drainage,  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented to  the  high  court  of  chancery  for  a  com- 
nission  of  sewei*s,  under  the  authority  of  the  23 
Hen.  VIIL, which  was  accordingly  issued,  directed  commUsionor 

.  Sewcri. 

:o  the  following  persons : 

*  Eklward  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Lord  High  Chan- 
"  cellor  of  England, 
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George  Duke  of  Albemarle, 
'^  Jerome  Earl  of  Portland,  and  others  of  bis  ma- 

"  jestie*s  privie  counsell, 
"  William  Earl  of  Bedford, 
'^  The  Justices  of  both  Benches,  and  Barons  of  the 

"  Exchequer, 
''  The  Justice  of  the  Isle  of  Ely, 
'^  Rob^  Lord  Brookes,       ^'  Thomas  Chicbeley, 
"  Tho'.  Lord  Culpepper,        Esq., 
"  Richard  Lord  Gorges,    "  Eklward 
''  John  Russell,  Esq. 


I,  Esq., 
Robert  Henley,  Esq., 
"  Edward  Russell,  Esq.,  ''  Edmund  Berry  God- 
"  Benj".  Weston,  Esq.,  frey,  Esq., 

''  William  Russell,  Esq.,    ^^  Samuel  Smith,  Esq., 
"Sir  Ralph  Verney,         "  Samuel  Fortrey, Eiq^ 


Bart., 

"  William  Crane,  Esq., 

"  Sir  Thomas  Willis, 

''  John  Spilman,  Esq., 

Bart., 

'' Francis  S'.  John,  Esq^ 

"  Sir  John  Marsham, 

"  Robert  Hampsoo, 

Hart., 

Ksq., 

"  Sir  Andrew  Henley, 

"  Joseph  AylofF,  Esq., 

Bart., 

"  Michael  Hoi  man. 

"  Sir  Waiter  S'.  John, 

Esq., 

Bart., 

*^  Francis  Crane,  Esq., 

"  Sir  Thomas  Dorrell, 

"  Edward  Partherich, 

Knt., 

Esq., 

"  Sir  Allen  Appsley, 

"  Samuel  Spalding,  Esq., 

Knt., 

"  John  Adams,  Esq., 

"  Sir  Thomas  Thynn, 

''  John  Child,  Esq., 

Knt, 

"  William  Drury,  Esq., 

"  John  Fryer,  M.  D., 

"  William  Hamond, 

"William  Denton,  M.D., 

Esq., 
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*'  6€x>rge'Purefoy»  Esq , 
^  Benjamin  Henshawe, 

Esq., 
^  Matthew  Holworthy, 

E«q-> 

'*  Thomas  Stanley,  Esq., 

''  RobertPhiUipp8,£sq., 


"  Thomas  Dey,  Esq., 
'^  John  Munns,  Esq., 
"  John  Trafford,  Esq., 
John  Curraine,  Esq., 
Humphrey  Shelcross^ 
Esq., 
"  George  Keate,  Esq/' 


ti 
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*'  OftheQaorum, 
**  Jerrome  Earl  of  Portland, 
•*  William  Rirl  of  Bedford, 
**  Thomas  Lord  Culpepper, 
**  Richard  Lord  Gorges, 
•*  Sir  Thomas  Willis, 
«  William  Russell, 
"  Thomas  Chicheley, 
"  Samuell  Smith, 
"  Samuell  Fortrey, 


'•  Robt.  Phillipps, 
"  William  Crane, 
''  Robert  Henley, 
^'  John  Spihnan, 
"  Robert  Hampson, 
**  Francis  S^.  John, 
"  Joseph  Ayloff, 
•'  William  Denton, 
"  Francis  Crane.** 


Under  the  authority  of  this  commission,  and 
the  provisions  of  the  statute  of  sewers,  passed  23 
Hen.  VI n,  and  those  contained  in  the  general  drain- 
age act  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  Earl  of  Bedford, 
bis  participants,  and  adventurers,  carried  on  the 
business  connected  with  the  drainage  of  the  Great 
Level  until  the  general  drainage  act  passed  in  the 
15th  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second. 

We  may  now  direct  our  attention  to  the  parlia- 
mentary proceedings  concerning  the  disputed 
claims  of  all  the   litigating  parties:   and  these 
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claims  may  be  arranged  under  four  heads ;— first, 
the  claims  of  the  crown  and  its  assignees  to  the 
12^000  acres  granted  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Lynn  Law ;  secondly,  the  claims  of  the  partici* 
pants  of  Earl  Francis,  called  the  *^  Old  Adven- 
turers  T  thirdly,  the  claims  of  the  adventurers  nn- 
der  the  pretended  act,  called  the  "New  Adven- 
turers ;'*  and  fourthly,  the  claims  of  those  who  re- 
presented the  navigation.  It  will  be  recollected, 
that  the  95,000  acres  had  been  originally  divided 
into  20  lots.    The  division  was  as  follows : 

The  twenty  lots  in  the  first  book  of  lots  allotted 
to  fourteen  persons,  and  by  them  subscribed, 

"  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,       -  3, 9*,  1 1  *,  14, 20. 

"  Sir  Philibert  Vematti,     -     -  1. 

"  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  junior,      -  2. 

"  Sir  Miles  Siindys,  senior,     -  10, 13*. 

"  John  Tirringham,       -     -     -  4,  6*. 

''  Robert  Henley,     -     ...  5,  6*,  13»,  17*. 

"  Edward  Lord  Gorges,     -     -  6*,  15,  17*. 

"Sir  Robert  Bevil,       ^     -     -  7. 

"  William  Sams,      ....  8. 

"  Oliver  Earl  ofBullingbrooke,  9. 

**  Anthony  Hammond,      -     -  12. 

"  Sir  Francis  Crane,      -    -    -  16. 

''  Henry  Lord  Maltrevers,     -  18,  13*. 

^^  John  Latch,  -    .    .    .  19.' 

*  The  mark  thus  *  shews  the  lots  wherein  theste  persons 
were  sharers  with  others. 
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These  six  were  sharers  only  in  the  6,  12,  13, 
and  17  lots ; — 

'^  Arthur  Ingram,    -  -  -       6 

"  Arthur  Annesley,  -  -      6 

"  John  Marsham,    -  -  -  12 

"  Samuel  Spalding,  -  -  13 

*^  Oliver  S^  John,    -  -  -  17 

"  Robert  Castle,      -  ^  -  17" 

No  sooner  had  the  restoration  been  effected, 
than  the  following  petition  was  presented  by  the 
old  adventurers : 

^^  To  the  honourable  the  knights,  citizens,  and 
burgesses,  assembled  in  parliament  :— 

The  humble  petition  of  Sir  William  Play- 

ters.  Knight  and  Baronet,  Sir  John  Hew- 

ett.  Baronet,  Col:  Samuell  Sandys,  Col: 

William  Terringham,  Col:  Robert  Phil- 

**  lipps.  Col:  William  Dodson,  and  othei-s, 

'^  claiming  under  the  original  adventurers 

'*  of  the  Great  Levell,  called  Bedford  Le- 

*'  veil,— 

''  Sheweth, 

That  your  petitioners,  or  those  from  whom 
*•  they  claim,  were  by  letters  patents,  dated  13 
Marcii,  10  Caroli  Primi,  incorporated  as  the 
originall  adventurers  for  the  dreyning  of  the 
'.*  smd  Great  Levell,  which  accordingly,  after  the 
*'  expence  of  200,000/.  by  those  from  whom  they 
"  claim,  was  dreyiied,   and  so  adjudged ;    and 
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^'  thereby  were  lawfully  seized  of  33^600  acres 
^^  and  more,  besides  his  majestie's  proportion  of 
"  10,000  acres,  being  near  a  moiety  of  the  96,000 
^^  acres  allotted  to  the  said  adventurers. 

**  That  by  reason  of  the  commotions  of  the  peo- 
^^  pie,  and  by  a  pretended  act  of  parliament,  ob- 
"  tained  by  Oliver  S*  John,  Valentine  Walton, 
"  William  Say,  John  Lisle,  Robert  Titchbum, 
"  Edward  Whaley,  William  Goflfe,  Francis  Un- 
*^  derwood,  John  Thurloe,  and  others,  in  1649, 
^^  both  his  Majesty  and  your  petitioners  were  dis- 
^^  seized  of  42,500  acres  at  least. 

^^  And  whereas  in  the  last  session  of  parliament 
*'  a  restitution  of  all  his   Majesty's  lands  was 
*^  enacted  (whereof  the  said  10,000  acres  is  in- 
^^  eluded)  as  your  petitioners  conceive. 
"  Your  petitioners  humbly  pray,  That  the  said 
pretended  act  of  1649  may  be  disannulled; 
and    that   your  petitioners  may  be  also 
restored  to  their  rights  and  possessions,  or 
what  they  justly  claim  in  their  shai'es  of 
the  said  32,500  acres,  against  all  unjust 
"  intruders    and   disseisors    since   the  said 
"  corporation  ;  and  if  the  corporation  may 
"  be  fixed  according  to  the  said  letters  pa- 
'*  tents,  which  was,  by  a  govemour,  a  deputy 
*^  governour,  two  bayliflfs,  and  twelve  com- 
moners, whose  names  your  petitioners  have 
hereunder  subscribed  in  one  colume,  and  in 
the  opposite  colume,  the  names  of  such  as 
your  petitioners  humbly  conceive  have  the 
right  of  succession  or  continuance,  being 
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pei'sons  which  your  petitioners  hope  no 
interest  can  except  against^  whom  your 
petitioners  humbly  desire  may  continue 
for  one  year,  and  then  to  proceed  in  future 
elections,  according  to  the  modell  of  the 

'^  aforesaid  corporation. 

By  which  speedy  settlement,  agreeable  to  the 
original  government,  this  beneficial  work 
may  receive  an  happy  composure,  the  ad- 

'^  jacent  counties  pacified,  all  just  interests 

^^  quieted,  and  this  honourable  house  eased 

*^  of  many  applications. 

"  And  your  petitioners  shall  ever 
pray,  &c.^' 


i( 


« 


^*  The  old  governours  as  they     *'  The  new  governonrs  as  they 
**  are  named  in  the  said  pa-         '^  are  desired. 


**  The  Govemour. 


''  The  Govemour^ 


"^  FiBOcia  £.  of  Bedford,  then     ''  William  Earl  of  Bedford. 
**  Governour,  deceased. 


'*  The  Deputy  Govemour. 

^^  Sit  Miles  Sandys^  senior^ 
'^  Knight  and  Baronet^  De- 
'^  patyGovernour>  deceased. 


"  The  Deputy  Govemour, 
*'  Samuel  Sandys,  Esq. 


€€ 


The  Bayliffs. 


« 


The  Bai/Uffs. 


*«  Sir  Thomas    Tirringham,       '<  William  Tirringham,  Esq., 
"  Knight,  deceased,  "  Sir  John  Hewett,  Baronet. 

'^  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  jun., 
"  Knight,  bayliffs,  dec<>. 

2a2 


356 


STATE  OF  THE  GREAT  LEVEL 


''  TTie  Commoners. 

*'  Oliver  Earl  of  Bulliugbrook, 

*'  deceased^ 
*'  Henry  Lord  Matrevers,  dec**, 
"  Edward  Lord  Gorges,  dec**, 
"  Sir  Francis  Crane,  knight, 

"  dec<>, 
"  Sir  Robert  Lovett,  knight, 

''^dccd, 
'*  Sir  Philibert  Vernat,  knight, 

''  dec<>, 
"  William  Samms,  Doctor  of 

''  Law,  dec**, 
"  Oliver  St.  John,  Esq., 
"  Anthony  Hammond,  Esq., 
"  Samuell  Spalding." 


'^  The  Commoners. 

*^  Anth:  St.  John,  8oa  to  the 

**  said  Earl  of  BulUngbrook, 

''  Sir  William  PUyters,  Knight 

^'  and  Baronet, 
**  Richard  Lord  Goiges, 
''  Arthur  Annesley,  Esq., 
''  John  Lord  Calpepper, 
''  Robert  Phillipps,  Esq., 

'' Hublin,  Esq  , 

''  Col:  William  Dodson, 
*^  Anthony  Hammond,  Esq., 
''  SainueU  Spalding/' 


Another  petition  was  also  presented  by  the  new 
adventurers,  and  the  following  statement  was  also 
laid  before  parliament : 


C( 


THE  SEVERAL  INTERESTS    CONTROVERTED  CONCERN- 


a 


ING  THE  GREAT  LEVEL  OF  THE  FENS. 


"  Old  Adventurers  under  Francis^  late  Earl  of 
"  Bedford^  in  the  draining  of  the  Great  Level 
"  of  the  FennSy  or  deriving  under  them^  not  at 
'^  all  concerned  in  the  disputes  upon  the  title  of 
"  sales  for  nonpayment  of  taxes. "^ 

''  William  Earl  of  Bedford, 

"  Col.  John  Russell,! 

«  Edward  Russell,     )  ^^oX\x^^^  of  the  said  Earl, 
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^  Francis  Lord  Brooke,    ''  Sir  Tho:  Stanley, 
"  Richard  Lord  Gorges,    "  Sir  John  Marsham, 
"  Benjamin       Weston, 

"  Esq, 

Sir  Thomas  Thynn, 

Sir  Henry  Hene, 

Sir  Thomas  Dayrell, 
•"Sir    Gilbert    Gerard, 

"junior, 
^*  Robert  Henley,  Esq, 
"  John  AdamSy  Esq, 
"  William  Crane,  Esq, 
**  John  Carrill,  Esq, 
"  Dr.  William  Denton, 
"  Sert  Fountaine, 
"  Dr  John  Fryer, 

Roger  Jenyns,  Esq, 

John  Munns,  Esq, 

John  Spilman,  Esq, 

Richard  Spencer,  Esq, 


Sir  Andrew  Henley, 
"  Sir  Thomas  Willis, 
''  Tho:  Chichley,  Esq, 
"  William     Hammond^ 

"  Esq, 
'^  Joseph  Ayloffe,  Esq, 
"  John  Cropley,  Esq.^ 
"  William  Drury,  Esq, 
"  Samuel  Fortrey,  Esq., 
"  Robert  Ham pson,  Esq. 
*^  Matthew  Halworthay, 

"  Esq, 
"  George  Keate,  Esq, 
**  Samuel  Smith,  Esq, 

Samuel  Spalding,  Esq. , 

Humphry    Sholcross, 

"  Esq, 
"  Robert  Yarway,  Esq, 
"  Tho:  Woodward,  Esq, 

"  And  about  one  hundred  and  threescore  other 
persons,  not  concerned  in  the  disputes  afore- 
said, owners  of  about  64,000  acres,  part  of  the 
95,000  acres  allotted  for  draining  of  the  same 
"  Levell. 
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Several  proportions  of  the  said  95,000  acres ^  sold 
"  for  iwnpayment  of  taxes ;  the  conntrey  being 
**  then  under  water ^  no  man  in  possession,  and 
"  nothing  to  sequester  or  distrain;  with  the  names 
**  of  the  then  supposed  owners,  and  those  that 
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now  pretend  to  claim  under  theni  as  old  adven^ 


**  turers  or  their  assigns' 


"  SirMylesSandys^whowasnotonlyacom-  ^*^ 
'^  mittee-man,  but  a  principal  actor  in  pro- 
**  curing  the  Rump  Act,  claimed  about 
**  10,000  acres,  whereof  he  conveyed  un- 
"  der  the  pretended  act  of  May,  1649,  to 
**  several  persons  about  7000  acres;  2700 
'^  acres  being  the  remainder,  was  sold  for 
**  nonpayment  of  taxes,  22d  April,  1650. 
"  CoUonel  Sandys  claims  underSir  Myles, 
^^  who  joyned  in  sale  of  other  men's  lands 
^^  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  and  of  the 
'*  King's  10,000  acres     ....  2700 

**  Henry  late  Earl  of  Arundel  acted  under 
*^  the  said  pretended  act,  paid  taxes,  was 
"  present  at  several  meetings,  and  by  his 
"  own  direction  his  proportion  was  sold  .  5700 

"  Sir  William  Tirringham  pretends  to  claim 
"  under  Sir  Thomas  or  Sir  John  Tirring- 
"  ham ;  he  was  also  present  at  divers 
"  meetings  under  the  said  act,  and  the 
"  proportion  was  sold      ....  5000 

"  Sir  John  Hewet  pretends  to  claim  under 
"  Sir  Robert  Bevil,  who  was  also  present 
**  at  divers  meetings,  and  was  sold  .  3700 

"  Earl  of  BuUinbrook  had  2000  acres,  and 

was  sold,  claimed  by  Francis  St.  John  .  2000 
Sir  Robert  Gorges  (now  claimed  by  CoUo- 
**  nel  Philips)  was  sold     .  .  .  1000 
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'*  Sir  Charles  Harbord  was  sold  .  0800 

Earl  of  Anglesey  was  present  at  divers 

meetings,  and  was  sold  .  .  0833 

CoUonel  Dodson  purchased  of  Sir  Myles 

Sandys  under  the  act  of  1649, 256  acres, 

*'  the  which  was  sold  for  nonpayment  of 

^'  taxes,  and  he  afterwards  released  to  the 

purchaser  ....  

Lord  Culpepper  claims  under  his  father 
250  acres,  which  was  sold  for  taxes  .  250 
^*  Francis  Hoblyn  pretends  to  claim  3000 
**  acres  under  Sir  Francis  Crane,  who  is 
^^  neither  his  executor,  administrator,  or 
^'  assignee.  The  3000  acres  was  sold  to 
"  Mr.  Crane  by  consent  of  Sir  Richard 
**  Crane's  executor,  who  also  conveyed  to 

**  him       .  .  .  •  .  

"  Henry  Dearham  was  a  participant  for 
^^  about  1500  acres,  which  was  sold,  and 
he  after  released  to  the  purchasers        .  


€€ 


**  These  proportions  above  mentioned,  are  those 
"  which  were  sold  for  nonpayment  of  taxes,  with 
''  the  names  of  the  supposed  owners,  who  had  not 
^'  at  any  time  the  actual  possession  of  any  part  of 
^'  the  same. 

**  The  95,000  acres  being  under  water,  and  in 
**  possession  of  the  countrey,  and  the  100,000/.  ex- 
^  pended  in  the  first  undertaking  totally  lost,  the 
'^  old  adventurers  were  necessitated  to  procure 
*'  some  authority  from  the  powers  then  in  being,  as 
'^  well  for  the  getting  of  the  possession  against  the 
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countrey,  as  for  encourageing  and  carrying  m 
this  second  undertaking ;  and  also  to  sell  the 
land  of  the  defaultei*s  for  nonpayment  of  taxes, 
**  according  to  the  equity  of  the  first  agreement, 
"  without  which  it  had  been  impossible  to  have 
*^  effected  the  work. 

"  Under  which  title  we,  or  those  under  whom 
"  we  claim,  became  purchasers  from  the  old  ad- 
•*  venturers : 

"  Thomas  Chichley,  Esq., 
"  D'  William  Denton, 
Edward  Digges,  £sq.« 
William  Hammond,  Esq., 
Robert  Henley,  Esq., 
*^  Edmundberry  Godfrey,  Esq.^ 
And  about  threescore  other  persons,  some  being 
widows,  infants,  ajid  others  now  beyond  the 
seas. 

"  Say  and  others  attainted  of  treason  became 
"  purchasers  of  about  6250  acres  for  default  of 
"  taxes,  the  which  being  vested  in  his  majesty  by 
**  the  act  of  attainder,  is  since  granted  to  his  grace 
"the  Duke  of  York." 

The  Earl  of  Bedford  did  not  take  part  on 
either  side.  It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  his  con- 
duct was  neither  impugned,  nor  impugnable.  He 
merely  furnished  the  facts  required  by  the  king 
and  the  parliament,  to  enable  them  to  arrive  at  an 
equitable  conclusion.  His  lordship's  object,  dur- 
ing these  contentions,  was  the  preservation  of  the 
works  of  the  Level,  and  the  ultimate  accomplish- 
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ment  of  some  definite  form  of  government.  He 
pursued  the  even  tenor  of  bis  way,  each  hostile 
party  alternately  seeking  the  aid  and  influence 
of  his  counsels,  and  the  protection  of  his  great 
and  good  name.  His  situation,  notwithstanding 
this  neutrality,  must  have  occasioned  intense 
anxiety  to  his  feeling  and  honourable  mind.  On 
the  one  hand,  some  of  the  parties  had  been  the  com- 
panions, or  the  representatives  of  the  companions, 
of  his  noble  father ;  their  property  had  been  sacri- 
ficed, and  their  prospects  destroyed :  on  the  other, 
the  Earl  had  been  present,  and  had  concurred 
(under  the  sanction  of  one  of  the  most  eminent 
and  learned  judges  that  ever  graced  the  antials  of 
legal  history,)  in  those  proceedingSi  and  those 
sales,  which  had  vested  in  the  new  adventurers 
their  right  and  title,  and  without  which  proceed- 
ings and  sales  the  work  of  drainage  could  never 
have  been  efiected.  It  was  indeed  a  most  pain- 
ful dilemma,  not  only  for  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  but 
also  for  the  crown  and  the  parliament ;  the  latter 
indeed  were  naturally  desirous  to  confirm  friends 
and  to  conciliate  foes.  The  parliament  experi- 
enced much  difiiculty  upon  the  question,  and  en- 
deavoured to  impose  upon  others  the  task  of  an  ad- 
justment of  the  various  existing  differences.  They 
referred  the  consideration  of  the  case  to  certain 
lords  of  the  council,  who  were  requested  to  act 
as  referees  between  the  parties.  This  reference 
produced  the  following  order : 
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*«  At  the  Court  at  fVhitehall,  the  24th  ofOctchr 

''  1662,^ 

*'  Present, 
**  The  King*s  most  Excellent  Majesty, 

"  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York| 

^^  His  Highness  Prince  Rupert^ 

*^  Lord  Cbancellour^ 

"  Lord  Privy  Seal, 

"  Duke  of  Albemarle, 

"  Marquess  Dorchester, 

^^  Lord  Chamberlain, 

'*  Earl  of  Portland, 

**  Earl  of  Saint  Albanes, 

^^  Earl  of  Sandwich, 

''  Earl  of  Carlisle, 

**  Earl  of  Lauderdaile, 

"  Lord  Wentworth, 

"  Lord  Seymor, 

"  Lord  Hatton, 

"  Lord  Holies, 

*^  Lord  Ashley, 

"  Sir  William  Compton, 

"  Mr.  Treasurer, 

"  Mr.  Vice  Chamberlaine, 

*'  Mr.  Seer:  Morice, 

^<  Mr. Bennet." 
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'  Whereas,  upon  the  humble  petition  of  the  ad- 
entnrers  for  draining  the  Great  Levell  of  the 
^enns,  called  Bedford  Leyell^  representing  that 
lOth  houses  of  parliament  had,  by  their  order  of 
he  19th  May  past,  humbly  recommended  to 
lis  majesty  to  be  graciously  pleased  to  hear  and 
ettle  the  diffei'ences  between  the  said  adventu- 
ers ;  And  thereupon  his  majesty,  by  his  refer- 
ence of  the  6th  of  July  last,  was  graciously 
leased  to  appoint  the  hearing  of  the  matters 
contained  in  the  petition  this  present  24th  of 
)ctober ;  at  which  time  many  of  the  adventu- 
ers  appearing,  and  council  learned  being  heard 
loth  on  behalf  of  such  of  the  new  adventurers  as 
lady  by  virtue  of  a  pretended  act  of  parliament 
nade  by  the  usurpers,  anno  1049,  sold  and  dis« 
Kised  of  35,000  acres  of  land  belonging  to  other 
tdventurers,  for  nonpayment  of  taxes,  in  pur- 
loance  of  the  said  pretended  act,  and  also  of  the 
jart  of  other  adventurers,  who  by  that  means 
tiady  since  the  making  of  that  act,  been  dispossest 
of  their  several  shares  in  the  said  35,000  acres. 
Aiter  serious  consideration  of  the  whole  matter, 
and  of  the  best  means  to  compose  and  settle  the 
differences  between  the  said  adventurers,  it  was 
ordered  by  his  Majesty  present  in  council^  that 
the  lord  chancellour,  the  lord  treasurer,  the  lord 
privy  seal,  the  lord  chamberlain,  the  Earl  of 
Portland,  Saint  Albanes  and  Carlisle,  the  lord 
HoUes»  the  lord  Ashley,  and  the  two  secretaries 
of  state,  or  any  four  or  more  of  them,  calling  to 
their  assistance  such  of  the  judges  as  they  shall 


363 


364  8TATB  OF  THB  GRBAT  LBYBL 

^'  think  fit,  should  be  a  committee  to  bearj^  exi- 
^'  mine,  and  compose  (if  they  can)  the  differeai 
*^  between  all  the  said  adventurers ;  And  to 
'^  end  it  was  also  ordered,  that  the  new  adventa 
''  do  prepare  the  accompt  of  the  charges  they 
^^  been  at  in   draining  and  improvement  of 
^^  35,000  acres,  since  the  making  of  the  said 
^^  tended  act,  anno  1649,  together  with  the  y 
'^  value  thereof;  as  also  that  the  other  advent 
'^  rers,  who  have  been  dispossessed  of  the 
"  35,000  acres  by  virtue  of  the  said  pi'etended 
^^  do  likewise  prepare  their  accounts  since 
"  time  (if  they  have  any),  with  estimates  of  tbft 
^^  mean  profits  of  the  said  lands,  together  mtIL 
''  their  charges,  and  to  make  such  defalcationi 
^^  as  they  can  from  the  new  adventurers*  said  ao^. 
^^  counts :  And  when  either  party  shall  be  ready,. 
*^  that  they  give  notice  to  the  clerk  of  the  council 
*'  attending,  who  thereupon  is  required  to  adver- 
"  tize  the  lords  of  the  committee  thereof,  that  so 
"  their  lordships  may  appoint  some  fit  time  and 
**  place  to  receive  all  such  accounts,  charges,  and 
"  defalcations,  and  thereupon  to   endeavour  to 
^*  compromise  differences  between  the  said  adven- 
"  turers  (if  possibly  they  may),  or  otherwise  to  re- 
"  port  to  his  majesty  the  state  thereof,  and  what 
"  they  conceive  fit  to  be  done  therein. 

"  And  it  was  further  ordered,  that  the  petition 
"  and  paper  of  Colonel  Robert  Philips,  this  day 
*'  likewise  read  at  the  board,  be  referred  to  the 
"  said  committee. 

"  Edw.  Walker." 


UNDER  CHARLES  II. 

In  pursuance  of  the  above  order,  the  new  ad« 
Tenturers  delivered  in  the  following  statement, 
vfaich  the  old  adventurers  answered,  by  a  coun- 
terHStatement,  both  of  which  will  appear  in  the 
fallowing  pages. 


365 


366  STATE  OF  THE  GREAT  LEVEL 

The  New  Adventurers*  Account^  given  in  hy 
according  to  an  order  of  the  24th  of  Oct 
1 662,  at  the  Council  Table. 

An  account  of  money  expended  for  drai 
and  improvement  of  the  lands  purchasei 
non-payment  of  taxes  since  May,  1 649. 

Eveiy  lot  of  4000  acres,  parcel  of  the  9i 
acres  allotted  for  draining  the  Great  Lev 
^^  the  Fennes,  is  (debtor)  viz. 

Draining. 

£     s.  d.    ^ 
"  1.  That  part  of  the  said 

"  Level,  lying  on  the  north 

side  of  Bedford  River, 

was  adjudged  drained, 
^^  and  the  taxes  then  paid 
"  came  to  1 2^.  6rf.  per  acre, 
*'  the  which  for  one  whole 
"  lot  of  4000  acres  came  to  2500     0  0 

*' 2.  The  other  part  of  the 
"  said  Level,  lying  on  the 
"  south  side  of  Bedford 
"  River,  was  adjudged 
^^  drained,  and  the  taxes 
**  then  paid,  from  the  26 

March,    1651,    the  first 

adjudication,  came  unto 
"  1/.  0^.  IHrf.  per  acre,  the 
"  which  for  one  whole  lot 
''  of  4000  acres  came  to     4191   13  4 


it 
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The  Answer  of  the  Parties  dispossest. 

k&  to  the  new  adventarers'  accompt^  for 
meys  expended  upon  each  lot  of -4000  acres, 
r  draining,  &c.,  contained  in  six  paragraphs 


Draining. 


^^  That  the  new  adventurers  have  not 
'*  performed  your  lordships*  order,  of  the 
"  24  of  Octob: ;  (nor  pursued  the  pream- 
'^  ble  of  their  own  account,  which  declares 
^^  their  account  to  be  an  account  of  moneys 
^^  expended  for  draining  and  improvement)^ 
^^  for  they  onely  make  their  charge  out  of 
^^  the  tax-roll,  of  what  hath  been  imposed 
upon  the  lands,  but  not  out  of  the  ex- 
penditor's  book,  of  what  was  laid  out  in 
^^  draining  or  improvement.'' 
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^.  s.  d.  £.  s 
"  3.  Taxes  from  the  said 
"  26  March,  1653,  till  Sept. 
**  1653,  at  which  time 
"  the  participants  charge 
"  themselves  with  profits 
"  received,  came  unto 
''  3L0s.  lOirf.*  per  acre,  the 
"  which,  for  one  whole  lot 
"  of  4000  acres  came  to       750    0  0 


7441  li 


^^  4.  The  interest  of 
*^  which  said  several 
*'  summes^  from  the  seve- 
^'  ral  times  the  same  were 
'*  paid^  after  the  said  29 
'^May,  1649,  before  29 
**  Sept.  1653,  being  above 
"fouryears^  estimated  at  1138  10  0 

**  6.  The  interest  for  the 
'^  principal  money  ex- 
"  pended  from  the  said 
"29  Sept.  1653,  which  for 
"  one  whole  lot  comes  to 
"  7441/.  135.4rf.at  445/. per 
"  annum,  for  nine  years 
"  and  a  half,  to  be  ended  at 
"  Lady-day,  1663,  comes  to  4247  10  0 

5386    0 

*  Thus  in  the  original  document  -,  but  evidently  a  mistab 
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Draining. 

^'  That  the  new  adventurers  have  not 
**  performed  your  lordships*  order^  of  the 
'^  24  of  Octob: ;  (nor  pursued  the  pream- 
'^  hie  of  their  own  account^  which  declares 
^'  their  account  to  be  an  account  of  moneys 
A  ^^  expended  for  drainingand  improvement) ; 
^^  for  they  onely  make  their  charge  out  of 
^^  the  tax-roll  of  what  hath  been  imposed 
^^  upon  the  lands^  but  not  out  of  the  ex- 
'^  penditor  s  book,  of  what  was  laid  out  in 
*^  draining  or  improvement." 


VOL.  I.  2  b 
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> 

"  6.  The  draining  taxes  imposed 
^'  upon  every  whole  lot  of  4000  acres, 
"  from  Michaelmas,  1653,  till  Lady- 
•*  day,  1663,  amount  to  25^.  3rf.  per 
^  acre^  which  comes  to  .         .        5050    0  0 


Improvement, 

**  1.  Charges  of  hasock- 
'*  ing  and  burning  of  every 
"  whole  lot  of  4dOt)  acrds, 
^  to  make  it  fit  for  culture, 

"  costs      .      .      .      1000  0  a 

"  2.  Interest  for  the  same 

^^  for  nine  years  and  lialf, 

*^  from  Michaelmas,  1653, 

"  to  Lady.day,  1653         •       540  0  0 

1540    0  0 

"  3-  The  sub-dividing  of  every  lot 
"  of  400  acres  into  50  acres  pieces  and 
"  under  by  ditching  ,         .         .       500    0  0 

4.  The    planting    of   quicksets, 

oziers,  and  other  wood,  upon  eveiy 
"lot  of  4000  acres  .         .         .       400    0  0 

"  5.  The  buildings  erected  for  habi- 


le 
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Draining. 
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r  "That  the  new  adventurers  have  not 

"  performed  your  lordships*  order,  of  the 

"  24  of  Octob: ;  (nor  pursued  the  pream- 

*'  ble  of  their  own  account,  which  declares 

"  their  account  to  be  an  account  of  moneys 

^\        *'  expended  fordraining and  improvement); 

"  for  they  onely  make  their  charge  out  of 

"  the  tax-roll  of  what  hath  been  imposed 

upon  the  lands,  but  not  out  of  the  ex- 

penditor's  book,  of  what  was  laid  out  in 

draining  or  improvement/* 
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Improvement. 

"  1.  As  to  the  charge  of  hasocking  (or  taking  of 
the  uppermost  grass,)  and  burning  of  the  lands, 
*^  is  a  charge  born  by  the  under-tenants  and  occu- 
^  piers  of  the  land,  and  redound  to  their  advan- 
^  tage,  but  to  the  parties  dispossest  is  a  great  pre- 
"  judice,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  allowed* 
"  Nor  was  the  hasocking  or  burning  useful  to  all 
lots,  but  only  in  some  private  grounds,  accord* 
ing  to  the  discretion  of  the  under-tenant,  so  it 
^'  was  no  publick  charge,  nor  to  be  allowed  by 
*^  the  parties  dispossest. 

"  2.  As  to  the  interest,  as  well  in  the  fourth  and 
fifth  paragraph  foregoing,  as  in  this,  they  an- 
swer, that  the  cause  being  taken  away,  the  effect 
•*  ceaseth :  no  principal  no  interest. 

"  3.  As  to  sub-divisions,  they  were  performed 
"  in  every  lot  by  the  first  adventurers,  under  whom 

B  2 
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£.       $.     d. 

^^  tations^  barns,  stables,  and  other  ac- 
"  commodations,  upon  every  lot  of 
"  4000  acres  .         .         .         •        800    0  0 

*^6.  For  gates,  posts,  rails,  and  pales, 
"  to  sever  the  grounds  and  bridges  for 
"  passages,  for  every  lot  of  4000  acres     200    0  0 

"  7.  Taxes  and  assessments  for  arms 
*'  and  other  public  charges,  at  3d.  per 
acre,  imposed  by  the  late  pretended 
authority,  and  since  bis  majesty's 
happy  return,  upon  every  lot  of  4000 
acres  per  annum  50/.,  for  eight  years^ 

''  comes  to 400    0  0 

*'  8.  Bayliff  *s  wages  and  travelling 
*^  charges,  to  let  and  dispose  of  every 
^*  lot  of  4000  acres,  at  50/.  per  annum, 
t^  for  nine  years  and  half,  ending  at 
« Lady-day,  1663  ...        475  10  0 


ic 


22,192  13*  4 


"  1.  The  totali  charge  upon  eveiy 
"  lott  of  4000,  is  ...  22192  13    4 

"  Toward  which  is  to  be  discount- 
^^  ed  by  profits  received  .         .     4750     0    0 


*'  Rest  as   a  clear  charge    upon 
''every  lot 17442  13    4 

*  Thus  in  the  original  document ;  bat  evidently  a  mistake. 
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^*  tbe  parties  dispossest  do  claim ;  but  possibly  some 
/^  sub-divisions  of  those  sub-divisions  were  m^de 
**  by  the  new  adventurers  since  1649 ;  but  they 
(^  are  also  to  be  considered  as  the  acts  of  sub-ten- 
<'  ants,  being  of  private  not  of  public  use. 

*^  4.  As  for  planting,  &c.,  it  is  the  work  of  sub- 
tenants, and  very  rare  to  be  seen  in  that  Level ; 
(it  may  be)  upon  a  part  of  some  one  lot,  but  not 
generall  upon  every  lot  or  sub -divisions^  and  not 
^*  publick. 

5.  As  to  buildings,  &c.,  they  were  not  allowed 
when  the  parties  wei*e  dispossest,  and  they  have 
no  reason  now  to  allow  them  upon  reposses- 
•^^  sion.  But  those  are  rare  also  to  be  seen  in  any 
**  lot,  and  those  that  are,  are  according  to  the 
*^  nature  of  the  tenancy,  so,  being  private  and 
**  not  publick,  cannot  be  allowed. 

"  6.  As  to  gates,  posts,  &c.,  for  those  of  publick 

-*'  use  there  is  toll  paid  ;  for  those  of  private  use 

^'  they  cannot  be  brought  to  publick  account,  be- 

'^  cause  most  lots  are  of  different  nature,  and  em- 

'"  ployed  to  different  use. 

"  7.  As  to  state  taxes  and  armes,  in  obedience 
• "  to  the  act  of  oblivion,  and  not  otherwise,  the 
'^  parties  dispossest  do  not  make  any  objection 
'^  to  the  allowance,  but  suspend  it. 

8.  As  towages,  &.C.,  the  parties  dispossest  will 
allow  all  just  salaries  when  they  are  brought 
into  account,  but  not  extravagancies. 

£.      s .    (i. 
"1.  As  to  the  totall  charge  (ac- 
counting mean  profits  at  4750/.) 
"  they  say  the  whole  charge  is        .  17442  13    4 
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'^  2.  And  after  that  rate  to  be  computed  for 
^^  every  greater  or  lesser  quantity,  the  persons 
^^  that  complained  to  be  grieved  by  sales  for  non- 
^  payment  of  taxes^  making  out  their  titles  nn- 
'^  der  the  fourteenth  part  indenture  to  the  respec- 
**  tive  proportions  by  them  claimed.** 

"  4000  Acres  Creditor. 

*'  3.  After  severall  adjudications  there  were 
^^  great  disputes  as  well  between  the  countrey 
'^  amongst  themselves  to  the  proportions  allotted 
out  of  every  town,  as  between  the  country  and 
adventurers,  whereby  the  possession  was  de- 
^^  tained  from  the  adventurers,  and  the  95,000 
^^  acres  was  a  long  time  in  severing  from  the  coun- 
*^  try,  and  dividing  into  lots  and  proportions. 

''  4.  And  although  part  of  the  96,000  acres, 
^^  which  was  in  the  first  adjudication,  was  posses- 
"  sed  before  Michaelmas,  1653,  yet  that  part 
"  which  was  in  the  second  could  not  be  possessed 
"  till  1654,  and  therefore  by  a  medium  the  pro* 
"  fits  received  are  charged  to  commence  from 
"  Michaelmas,  1653,  for  the  whole  lot  of  4000 
acres,  at  2^.  6d.  per  acre  per  annum,  comes  to 
500/.  per  annum,  and  for  9  years  and  a  half, 
"  to  be  determined  at  lady  day,  1663,  makes 
''  4750/." 
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^  To  which  the  parties  dispossejst 

ansi^er,   that  we  conceive  they 

mean  by  the  totall  charge,  either 

a  bare  imposition  or  conjecture ; 

for  who  paid  it,  or  who  received 
^*  ity  or  who  expended  it,  doth  not 
^*  appear.  If  it  were  upon  a  pub- 
^*  lick  account,  it  may  be  made 
^  publick ;  if  upon  some  particular 
**lot8,  and  not  upon  every  lot,  it 
*^  ought  not  to  be  allowed  as  a  rule 
^'  to  the  rest.  But  admit  it  were 
"  (as  they  say)  yet  it  will  be  evi- 
^^  dent  by  the  subsequent  'account, 
**  that  the  old  adventurers'  charge 
"  (accounting  interest  as  they  do) 
^^  up  to  the  year  1 663,  for  each  lot 
*' the  charge  is  ....  28764  12  0 
^^  (and  no  mean  profits)  so  that  the 
^^  old  adventurers  do  out* balance  the 
^  new,  both  in  the  totall  sum  me,  the 

**  equity,  and  in  law. 

^^  2.  As  the  title,  it  is  sufficiently  set  forth  in 
"  the  following  Narrative  *. 

'*  3.  As  to  the  400(X  acres  ipceditor,  apd  the 
^*  disputes  of  the  cquntrey^  that  also  is  fully  set 
^^  forth  in  the  ensuing  Discourse  *. 


*  Owing  to  their  extreme  lengthy  the  Narrative  and  Dis- 
course are  not  transcribed. 
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In  addition  to  the  above  objections  to  the  new 
adventurers*  statements^  the  old  adventurers  also 
delivered  in  the  following  document* 


'*  The  Old  Adventurei's  or  parties  dispossest^  their 

Account^  stated  two  wayes. 


*^  The  first  way. 


£.       s.      d. 


"1.  It  is  evident,  that  the  old  ad- 
"  venturers' account  was  stated  inDe- 
•*  cember,  1637, at  186956/.  \Qs.M., 
**  the  single  interest  of  which  to  our 
"  Lady-day,  1663,  makes  the  charge 
^'of  each  lot  to  be  28764/.  12^. 
^*  but  accounting  no  further  than 
'^  December,  1649,  it  is  but  .  16486    8   0 
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^  4.  As  to  the  value  of  the  lands  at  2s.  6d.  per 
**  acre,  we  cannot  admit  that  low  value. 

^  First*— Because  it  is  lesse  than  the  di*aining 
''  taxes  inserted  in  their  account,  Fig.  1,  2,  and  6, 
'^  and  so  not  probable. 

"  Secondly— It  is  contrary  to  the  7  paragraph 
*^  of  their  account,  for  improvements,  where  they 
*^  say,  that  the  publick  tax  came  to  Sd.  per  acre, 
"  whereby  it  is  evident  that  the  country  valued 
'*  those  lands  at  10^.  per  acre,  the  publick  assess- 
'^  ment  not  usually  exceeding  6d.  in  the  pound 
"  upon  the  yearly  rent. 


The  New  Adventurers*  Account. 

"The  utmost  summe  which  the 
^*  new  adventurers  do  charge  upon 
^^  each  lot  (as  appears  in  their  ac- 
^*  count,  to  which  there  are  suffi- 
'^cient  reasons  for  defalcations  of 
'the  greatest  part)  is  but      .         .  22192  13    4 

"  Which  compare 

•  with  either    .        .  30006    8    0 

*  Or  with  .        .  28764    8    0 
*^  As  on  thf  other  side  of  this  ac- 


n       I*. 
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^  Between  December,  1^9,  and 
^'  December,  16S3,  tbe  lands  of  die 
^  old  adventnrers  were  sold  at  more 
^  than  2L  per  acre  (besides  taxes), 
^  which  snrpiosage  of  sales  (by* 
'^  their  pretended  act  of  1649)  was  . 
^  to  have  been  restored  to  the  own* 
^  ers,  so  tliat  upon  each  lot  of  4000 
'*  acres  sold  at  3/L  per  acre,  there 
"  was  raised  .        .        .        •    8000    0  0 

**  The  single  interest  whereof 
^  accounting  firom  December,  1651, 
*^  (being  the  medinm  of  four  years, 
''  between  1649  and  1653,)  to  onr 
''Lady-day,  1663,  amounts  to        •    5630    0  0 

''  So  the  totall  charge  of  each  lot 
''  thus  accounted,  is      .        •        .  30006    8  0 

"  The  second  way, 
"  2.  The  originall  charge  of  each 
''  lot  (as  above  said)  is  .        .  16486    8   0 

^^  The  mean  profits  of  4000  acres, 
'^  at  6^.  per  acre,  is  1000/.  per  an- 
**  num ;  which  being  accounted  from 
''December,  1651,  (the  medium  as  11500  0  0 
"  aforesaid)  to  our  Lady-day,  1663, 
"  at  single  interest  for  the  same 
"  time  amounts  to  .        .        .      690    0  0 


"  So  the  totall  charge  of  each 
"  lot  thus  accounted  is        .  28676    8   0 
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"  county  it  is  evident,  that  the  old 

^  ad  ventarers*  charge  is  greater  by    7813  14    8 

^^or 6571  14    8 

**  (for  each  lot  of  4000  acres)  then 
'*  the  new  adventurers  can  pretent 
**  to  by  their  own  account  (if  ad- 
•  mitted)." 


They  also  delivered  m  the:  two  folhlwiiign 

'  ments,  88' specimeiui  of  individoal  tmuijfitfii 

'^  two  differ  from  all  the  rest  io  bulk  aaAw) 

^  and  yet  give  a  great  light*  to  the  whdmf^ 


''  ^«  to  the  Earl  qfArundeFsJOiMf^'^ 


*'  The  first  way  of  account. 


#. 
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'^  The  Earl  did  settle  his  shares  in 
^'  Bedford  Levell  upon  Sir  William 
^'  Plajrters^  and  other  trustees^  for  the 
''  payment  of  debts,  (which  trust  is 
^  since  transferred  to  Sir  Richard 
^  Onslow  for  the  same  ases^)  and  ac- 
'*  cording  to  the  common  charge  of 
'^  the  old  adventurers^  from  Decern-  ^ 

''  ber,  1637,  to  December,  1649,  the 
**  charge  of  each  lot,  upon  single  in- 
"  terestydid  amount  to  1 6486/.  &s.Orf., 
*^  so  that  the  Earl's  charge  for  one  lot 
"  and  a  half  was  then  at        .        .     24129  1 

^*  Paid  in  taxes  by  the  said  Earl, 
"  from  1649  to  1661,  at  1  Is.  3d.  per 
"  acre,  according  to  the  new  adven- 
"  turei-s*  account,  for  6000  acres    .      3368   < 

*^  The  single  interest  of  which,  from 
"  December,  1649,  to  our  Lady-day, 

1 663,  is 2232  1< 

The  surplusages  of  the  sales  of 
**  his  6000  acres,  which  ought  to  have 
*^  been  restored  to  him  is        .        .     12000  i 


it 
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*^  The  single  interest  of  which,  from 
"  December,  1651,  to  our  Lady-day, 
^  1663,  is 8250    0  0 

"Or  thus: 

"  The  rent  of  the  said  lands,  at  5.9. 
"  per  acre,  amounts  to        .        .        17250    0  0 

*^  The  single  interest  for  the  year  s 
"  rents  is 1030    0  0 


"  So  that  the  Earl  for  his  6000 
"  acres^  according  to  the  1st  way  of 
^accounting  (with  the  taxes  paid, 
""  from  1649  to  1651,)  his  charge  is      49862    0  0 

"  Or,  according  to  the  second  way 
'^  of  accounting  (including  taxes  paid 
^  between  1649  and  1651),  his  charge 
"is 47897    0  0 


u 


«C 


As  to  Collonel  Sandys  his  Case. 

"  It  differs  from  the  former,  for  the  Earl's  title 
is  derived  from  mediate  original  adventurers ; 
but  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  the  father,  being  an  ori- 
^  ginal  adventurer.  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  the  son,  liv- 
**  ing  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  (the  heart  of  the  Levell,) 
**  by  their  credit,  intei^est,  and  hospitality  to  all 
*^  the  old  adventurers  and  their  dependants,  (for 
**  many  yeares  at  a  gi-eat  charge,)  gave  the  first 
*'  life  and  continuance  to  this  great  work ;  and 
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^^  thereupon  the  fether  was  made  deputy  govcN 
'^  nour,  and  the  son,  one  of  the  bailifls,  under 
^'  Francis  Earl  of  Bedfoixl,  the  goverdour  thereof; 
to  support  whose  credit  and  that  work,  Colk 
Sandys  became  engaged  with  the  father  and  son, 
^'  in  at  least  50,000/.,  principal  debt ;  wherenpcm 
'*  all  their  shares,  consisting  of  10,375  acres,  were 
conveyed   to  trustees  for  indemnifying  Colk 
Sandys,  from  such  debts  as  he  did  or  should 
^'  stand  engaged  with  Sir  Miles. 
"  Now  Sir  Miles,  the  son,  being  survivor,  be- 
tween the  years  1649  and  1653,  (at  which  time 
he  died,)  did,  with  his  trustees,  sell  and  mort- 
gage severall  parcels  of  the  said  10,375  acres 
and  that  which  Collonel  Sandys  aims  at,  in  de- 
^^  manding  the  whole,  is  but  to  distinguish  be- 
tween real  sales  and  mortgages ;  and  such  as  are 
really  sold  by  Sir  Miles  and  his  trustees,  upoQ 
view  of  their  evidence,  he  is  ready  to  confirm, 
and  for  such  as  are  mortgages  he  desires  to  ac- 
"  count  (as  to  their  debts,)  and  redeem,  and  as 
"  for  the  rest  he  hopes  for  a  great  repossession. 

"  Now  Coll:  Sandys  being  cousin,  next  heir,  aod 
"  administrator  to  Sir  Miles,  the  survivor,  and  left 
^^  under  the  pressure  of  so  great  a  debt,  (besides 
"  his  own,)  I  *  was  so  instrumental,  that  between 
"  1655  and  1660,  by  help  of  Sir  Miles*s  estate,  C. 
"  Sandys'  estate,  and  mine  own,  that  I  paid  and 
"  discharged  of  Sir  Miles's  debts  39,160/,,  and  of 

*  The  first  person  is  preserved,  as  this  is  an  extract  from  a 
letter  sent  by  John  Petturs,  one  of  the  lords  referees. 
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''  C.  Sandys'  debts  24,150/.  But  although  there  is 
'^  paid  and  discharged  full  63,0%3l/.  debts^  (besides 
'^  all  charges  incident  to  the  dealing  therein  with 
^  102  creditors^  yet  there  is  a  very  great  debt  be- 
^  hind,  both  of  Sir  Miles  and  Coll:  Sandys,  though 
^'  in  truth  the  debts,  both  what  is  paid  and  be- 
^hind,  may  justly  be  termed  debts  contracted 
^  upon  pnblick  concerns ;  for  as  to  Sir  M iles's 
^  debt  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  it  was  upon  the 
''  Fenne  account :  and  as  to  Coll:  Sandy*s  debt,  it 
'^  is  well  known  that  a  little  before  the  wars  he 
'*  was  a  purchaser  of  8000  pounds  worth  of  land, 
**  (without  borrowing,)  and  in  the  wars,  at  his 
""own  charge,  he  raised  two  regiments  of  hoi-se^ 
^  and  two  of  foot,  and  eight  score  dragoons,  (be- 
^  sides  accidentals,)  without  any  pay  during  that 
"  time  (save  as  he  was  governour  of  Worcester). 

^  By  which  public  disbui'sements,  and  thereby 
^  diminution  of  his  fortunes,  he  hath  no  other 
'^  means  left  (in  respect  of  ancient  settlements)  of 
"  doing  justice,  but  receiving  it. 

"  Now  that  Sir  Miles*s  charge  in  this  particular 
^  may  be  the  more  evident,  be  pleased  to  peruse 
^  the  following  account : 

^  The  first  way —  £      s.  d. 

^  According  to  the  common  charge 
'^  of  the  old  adventurers,  the  charge 
^  of  each  lot,  up<m  single  interest,  at 
<<  December,  1649,  did  amount  to 
"  16486/.  8^.  Orf.,  so  that  Sir  Mlles's 
"  charge  for  10,000  acres  is     .  .    41216  0  0 
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"  Paid  in  taxes,  by  Sir  Miles,  from 
Dec.  1649  to  Dec.  1651,  for  JO,(K)0 
acres,  at  12^.  Gd.  per  acre      .  6250  0  0 

The  single  interest  thereof         .      3750  0  0 
The   surplusage    of  sales  which 
ought  to  have  been  restored  to  Sir 
'^  Miles,  (out  of  which  whatever  hath 
'^  been  justly  sold  by  Sir  Miles  and  his 
^^  trustees  is  to  be  deducted,)  but  ac- 
"  cording  to  the  rule  of  4000/.  for  2000 
acres,  the  surplus  is      •         .        .     20000  0  0 
The  single  interest  whereof,  from 
''  Dec.  1651,  to  our  Lady-day,  1653,  is  12900  0  0 

"  The  second  way — or  otherwise. 
*^  Accounting,  at  5j.  per  acre,  for 
10,000  acres,  and  for  375  acres,  be- 
ing his  share  of  3000  acres,  set  aside 
for  contingencies,  deducting  as 
aforesaid,  is  ....     29828  0  0 

The  single  interest  of  which  yearly 
"  rents  amounts  to  ...       1 725  0  0 

^'  I.  So  that  accounting  according 
*^  to  the  first  way,  in  the  old  adven- 
*^  tiirers'  account,  Sir  Miles's  charge  is 
^' for  two  lots  and  a  half  .         .     84116  0  0 

"  2.  Or  accounting  according  to 
"  the  second  way,  in  the  old  adven- 
"  turers*  accounts,  and  then  his  charge 
"  for  his  share  is      ...         .     82769  0  0 

"  So  his  lowest  charge  is       .         .     82769  0  0 
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**  Besides,  the  adventurers  did  owe 

•*  to  Sir  Miles,  for  money  expended  by 

^^  him  before  1650,  as  appears  by  bills 

**  then  ^  ven  in  by  him,  603/.,  the  single 

"  interest  whereof  from  1650  to  1663 

"  in  total  is 1068  0  0 

«  The  totall  charge  of  Sir  Miles, 

'*  wherein  Coll:  Sandys  as  heir,  admi-- 

'^  nistrator,  and  creditor  is  concerned, 

^  and  was  (among  other  considera- 
tions) a  just  ground  for  the  vote  for 
bis  repossession,  amounts  to  •    85184  0  0 


€€ 
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The  above  documents  having  been  delivered  in 
to  the  lords*  referees,  they  appointed  a  meeting  to 
be  held  on  the  14th  of  November,  1662,  when  the 
following  order  was  passed. 


«  ^/  miltehall,  the  14  ofNovemb.  1662. 

'^  By  the  lords,  the  referrees  appointed  by  the 
*^  board,  abou  t  the  Great  Bedford  Levell  of  Fennes ; 

^  It  was  this  day  ordered,  that  the  new  adven- 
*  turei's  of  Bedford  Levell  of  Fennes,  do  forth- 
"  with  deliver  unto  the  other  party,  or  their  soli- 
''  citor,  their  accounts,  to  the  end  both  parties 
^'  may  be  prepared  and  be  ready  to  attend  the 
^said  lords  referees  at  the  lord  chancellors 
^  house,  upon  Monday,  the  four  and  twentieth 

VOL.  I.  2   c 
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"  of  November  instant^  in  the. afternoon,  at  thretf 
''  of  the  clock  *.  "  Richard  Brown.* 

The  conflict  continned  unabated  during  this 
session,  embittered,  no  doubt,  by  tbe  recollection 
on  both  sides  of  past  events.   It  cannot  be  denied, 
that  in  some  cases  the  demands  of  the  old  adven- 
turers were  most  nefarious.    We  will  instance  the 
case  of  the  Earl  of  Arundel,  who  bad  voluntarily 
relinquished   his  lands,   had   refused  to  pay  his 
proportion  of  the  taxes  absolutely  necessary,  and, 
as  already  stated,  had  even  sent  his  agent  to  au- 
thorize the  Company  to  make  sale  of  those  lands. 
In  violent  revolutions  and  convulsions  of  states^ 
justice  generally  marches  in  the  rear,  and  arrives 
at  head-qqarters,  when  the  leaders  are  somewhat 
exhausted.     The  time  that  elapsed  between  tbe 
prorogation  and  the  assembly  of  parliament  ^ was 
passed  in  numberless  attempts  on  the  part  of  the 
Earl  of  Bedford,  and  other  persons  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  crown,  to  reconcile  the  several  jarring 
interests.    Their  efforts  were  not  ineffectual.    Pro- 
bably the  old  adventurers  did  not  receive  from  the 
government  the  determined  support  which  their 
too  sanguine  feelings  had  led  them  to  expect.   The 
parties   all  appeared   before   the  lords*  referees, 
were  heard  by  their  respective  counsel,  and  a  ge- 
neral bill  drawn  up   under  their  authority  was 

*  Memorandum. — The  aforesaid  order  of  council  mentions 
35, QUO  acres  :  the  parties  dispossessed  claimed  at  least  58,000 
acres. 
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agreed  to.  be  presented  to  parliament  in  the  fol- 
lowing session. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1663,  appears  the  follow-  MkkMay.iees, 
ing  entry  in  the  lords'  journal. 

'*  Read  a  second  time,  ^  An  act  for  settling  the 
'^  drainage  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  called 
*'  Bedford  Level.'  *" 

Several  petitions  were  then  presented  to  the 
house  from  divers  persons,  desiring  to  be  heard  by 
their  counsel  at  the  bar  before  the  passing  of  the 
aforesaid  bill. 

V  Upon  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  intituled 
**  ^  An  act  for  settling  the  drainage  of  the  Great 
^*  Level  of  the  Fens,  called  Bedford  Level,*  and 
*^  several  petitions  exhibited  concerning  the  mat- 
^'  ter  of  the  said  bill,  it  is  ordered,  by  the  lords 
'*  spiritual  and  temporal  in  parliament  assem- 
bled, that  all  parties  herein  concerned,  as  well 
those  that  have  petitioned,  and  such  others  as 
*^  shaH  petition,  are  to  be  heard  by  their  counsel 
^  and  witnesses  at  the  bar  (if  they  desire  it)  on 
^  Tuesday  next,  the  13  July,  at  10  o'clock,  upon 
^  the  matter  contained  in  the  said  bill,  at  which 
**  time  the  several  parties  in  this  cause  are  to  at- 
**  tend  accordingly." 

On  the  14th  of  July,  a  further  order  for  hearing 
counsel  was  passed,  and  on  the  15th  of  the  same 
month  ^^  the  counsel  and  witnesses  of  the  old  ad- 
"  venturers  and  new  adventurers  were  heard  at 
^'  the  bar  upon  the  matter  contained  in  the  bill  for 
•*  draining  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,.calledBed- 
"  ford  Level,  and  afterwards  it  was  committed." 

2c  2 
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The  laboui*s  of  this  committee  were  incessant.. 
Every  one  was  patiently  heard  both  by  himself 
and  his  counsel ;  evei7  interest  was  discussed  till 
(something  like  the  proceedings  upon  the  first  £aa 
Brink  Bill  in  1795)  the  obduracy  of  parties  gave 
way,  it  being  clearly  foreseen  that  the  bill  would 
ultimately  pass.  At  length,  on  the  24  tb  of  July,  the 
bill  was  reported  with  some  alterations,  and  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  commons  desiring  their  concur- 
rence in  some  amendments  and  some  provisions 
that  bad  been  inserted. 

The  great  struggle  had  been  pi*eviously  made  in 
the  house  of  commons.    Never  perhaps  did  any 
parliamentary  proceeding  undergo  so  protracted 
and  patient  an  investigation.    It  ended  at  last  (as 
will  be  seen  when  we  come  to  analyse  the  act  it- 
self, and   notice   the  proceedings  under  it,)  in 
mutual  compromise  and  general  discontent  of  the 
conflicting  interests,  and  probably  without  afford- 
ing satisfaction  to  any  of  the  disputant  jJarties. 
It  has,  however,  been  said  to  be  one  of  the  most 
perfect  instances  of  the  wisdom  and  abilities  of  the 
legislature  that  the  extensive  statute  laws  of  this 
General  Drain-  country  can  fumish.     On  the  27th  of  July,  1663, 
jSiy  27,  ifi63.   this  celebrated  act  received  the  royal  assent;  and 

thus,  after  the  most  unparalleled  struggles,,  was 
established  the  corporation  of  the  ^'  Bedford  Le- 
vel,"  a  title  well  deserved,  and  which  the  author 
hopes  will  form  for  ever  an  indissoluble  bond  of 
union  between  the  House  of  Russell  and  the  Great 
Level  of  the  Fens. 
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Continued  exertions  of  William  Emd  of  Bedford. — 
Attempts  to  abridge  the  power  of  the  common- 
alty  of  the  corporation. — The  project  defeated.--^ 
Court  of  appeal, — Proceedings  of  the  corpora- 
tion. —  Colonel  Dodson^s  design.— - Sandjfs  Cut. 
— Further  application  to  parliament. — The  Tax 
Act  passes. — //*•  utility, — The  clause  for  general 
inclosures  throughout  ^the  Bedford  Level  consi^ 
dered. — The  clause  repealed  by  the  statute  of 
James. —  The  death  and  character  of  fVilliam 
Earl  of  Bedford. 

William  Earl  of  Bedford  might  now  have  reposed  continued  cx- 
upon  the  laurels  he  had  so  dearly  earned,  and  re-  liamELrioC 
tired  once  more  into  privacy,  followed  by  the 
prayers,  the  blessings,  and  the  gratitude,  of  the 
people  resident  within  the  Great  l-icvel,  whose 
Welfare  he  had  finally  consummated,  and  whose 
personal  interests  he  had  firmly  established.  He 
acted  a  far  more  noble  part.  His  conduct  was 
founded  upon  the  admirable  motto  of  the  philo* 
pher  of  other  days,  "  Nil  actum  reputans  si  quid 
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superesset  agendum^*  thinking  nothing  accomplish- 
ed while  aught  remained  to  be  achieved.    A  cor- 
porate body,  it  18  true,  was  legally  and  firmly 
constituted;   but  its  materials  were  discordant 
and  inharmonious.  Painful  recollections  were  yet 
indulged,  and  party  feelings  had  not  subsided.  It 
required  the  dignity,  energy,  and  populai*ity  of  this 
disinterested  and  indefatigable  nobleman,  to  pre- 
serve order  and  regularity,  to  sooth  conflicting  in- 
terests, and  even  to  calm  and  to  check  vulgarity 
and  violence. 

The  first  meeting  under  the  general  drainage 
act  took  place  at  the  Fen  Office  in  the  Inner 
Temple,  on  the  1st  day  of  August,  1663.  It  is  the 
author's  intention,  before  he  considers  the  powers 
conferred  by  this  act  of  parliament,  or  the  pro- 
ceedings under  it,  as  well  as  the  relative  duties  and 
practice  of  the  corporation,  their  legal  rights  and 
functions,  to  pursue  those  historical  details  which 
will  put  his  readers  into  full  possession  of  the  ma- 
teriel  upon  which  their  knowledge  of  the  Bedford 
Level  must  be  founded,  and  their  judgment  ulti- 
mately guided. 

Attempt  to  Although  the  select  body  of  the  corporation  con- 

abridge  the 
powers  of  the    sistcd  but  of  the  govcmor,  six  bailiffs,  and  twenty 

commonalty.  i      ■   ,  it  •  o  %r^i\ 

conservators,  and  although  the  proprietors  of  100 
acres  only  could  interfere  in  elections,  yet  it  must 
be  remembered,  that  every  owner  of  any  part,  how- 
ever small,  of  the  95,000  acres,  was  and  still  is  a 
corporator,  and  entitled  to  be  present  at  the  pub- 
lic meetings  of  the  corporation.  Probably  these 
meetings  were  not  marked  by  that  order,-  regu- 
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arity,  and  decorum,  which  peculiarly  distinguish 
the  meetings  of  more  modern  times;  fillings  were 
more  diversified ;  interests  more  conflicting ;  ob- 
jects more  difficult  of  attainment.  .Many  of  the 
Dew  adventurers,  who,  upon  the  parliamentary 
compromise,  had  been  admitted  as  members  of  the 
select  body  of  the  corporation,  were  not  enured 
to  the  previous  mode  of  conducting  fen  business : 
their  courtly  habits  could  ill  brook. the  honest 
bluntness  of  the  ingenuous  fen  man,  boldly  assert- 
ing, and  courageously,  if  not  courteously,  main- 
taining his  rights  and  privileges.  These  cour- 
tiers had  too  much  at  stake  to  withdraw  from 
the  corporation,  however  their  disgust  might  be 
excited,  or  their  more  delicate  feelings  wounded. 
They  pursued  a  different,  but  not  more  honorable 
eourse.  Their  party  was  strong  amongst  the 
members  of  the  select  body  of  the  corporation^ 
Emd^  although  opposed  by  the  evef  watchful  Earl 
of  Bedford,  as  well  as  by  Lord  Gorges  and  others^ 
under  pretence  of  amending  the  general  drainage 
dict^  they  carried  a  resolution  for  an  application 
to  parliament,  which  measure,  if  successful,  would 
have  greatly  curtailed,  and  probably  annihilated 
the  powers  of  the  commonalty.  In  the  ensuing 
session  (relying  upon  their  courtly  interest)  a.  pe«* 
tition  was  actually  presented  for  leave  .to  being  in 
El  bill  involving  this  nefarious  purpose.  The  house 
{>f  commons  acted  justly :  they  had.  not  forgotten 
the  struggles  of  the  last  session.     The  prayer  of  tu  project 

defeated* 

the  petition  was  refused.  The  following  counter 
;)etition  was  presented  by  the  commonalty,  which 
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was  accompanied  by  reasons  why  the  prayer  of 
the  first  petition  should  not  be  granted. 


i€ 


To  the  honorable  the  knights^  citizens,  and 
^^  burgesses,  in  the  commons  house  of  par- 
^^  liament  assembled ; 


*^  The  humble  petition  of  the  commonalty  of 
**  the  corporation  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens, 
^*  called  Bedford  Level,  consisting  of  about  foor* 
^'  score  persons : 

"  Shewcth, 

'*  That  at  the  last  session  of  this  parliament, 
upon  a  long  and  mature  consideration,  there 
passed  an  act  for  the  settling  of  that  great  and 
advantageous  work  of  draining  the  said  Levell, 
by  which  act  the  said  adventurers,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  were  made  a  corporation,  consisting 
*'  of  one  governour,  six  bailiffs,  twenty  conserva- 
"  tors,  and  commonalty. 

^'  That  your  petitioners  are  informed,  that  some 
'*  particular  persons,  seeking  their  own  private 
**  advantage  more  than  the  publick,  upon  pretence 
**  of  explaining  the  said  act  of  parliament,  do  en- 
"  deavour  to  get  another  act,  whereby,  amongst 
"  other  things,  your  petitioners,  being  the  com- 
"  monalty  of  the  said  corporation,  might  be  ex- 
^^  eluded  from  being  any  part  of  the  said  corpora- 
"  tion. 

"  That  it  would  be  your  petitioners'  utter  ruin, 
"  if  the  disposing  of  moneys,  and  appointing  of 
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**  officers^  and  other  affairs  relating  to  and  con- 
**  cerning  the  said  Level,  should  be  transacted  by 
*'  the  said  govemour,  bailiffs,  and  coDservators,  or 
'^any  five  of  them,  without  the  privity,  know- 
*^  ledge,  or  consent  of  any  of  your  petitioners,  be- 
'^  ing  by  far  the  greatest  and  most  considerable 
'*  part  of  the  said  corporation ;  and  have  always, 
''  since  the  first  undertaking  to  drain  the  said 
^  Level,  becQ  consulted  with,  and  had  votes  in 
'*  disposing  the  said  affairs  of  the  said  Level;  And 
"  there  being  no  reason  at  all  (unless  the  private 
^*  gain  of  a  few  persons,  that  labour  to  set  up  their 
"  own  single  interests  to  your  petitionera*  undo- 
"  ing,)  why  your  petitioners  should  be  excluded 
^*  from  being  of  the  said  corporation ; 

*^  Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray,  that 
^<  your  honours  will  be  pleased  to  review  the 
*^  last  act,  and  then  your  petitioners  will  be 
'*  confident  you  will  find  no  cause  to  alter  the 
bill  already  passed  this  honorable  house, 
but  that  the  commonalty  may  enjoy  all 
"  their  powers  and  authorities  thereby  given 
"  them,  with  the  rest  of  the  twenty-seven  per- 
^^  sons  therein  named,  as  governors,  bailiffs, 
"  and  conservators. 


"  And  your  petitioners  shall  pray,  &c." 


€€ 
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Reasons  hnmbly  ofltered  why  tbe  commonalty  of 
'^  the  corporation  of  the  Great  Level  of  the 
'*  Fens  ought  not  to  be  excluded  from  the  rest 
*'  of  the  corporation,  contrary  to  the  act  of  par- 
*^  liament  passed  the  last  session. 


^^  1.  That  the  twenty-seven  persons  named  as 
^<  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators,  may  not 
"  have  above  seven  thousand  acres  by  tbe  propor- 
**  tions  allotted  them  by  the  said  act^  so  that  tbe 
^*  residue  of  the  83,000  acres  will  rest  in  the  cobi- 
^  monalty,  and  so  consequently  they  must  pay  so 
^*  much  the  more  for  taxes ;  and  thereupon  they 
'*  ought  to  give  their  assistance  and  advice  in  tbe 
*'  ordering  of  the  affairs  of  the  said  corporation, 

and  in  choosing  of  officers,  who  receive  and  pay 

their  money,  make  their  contracts,  and  order 
"  all  their  works,  as  the  said  commoualty  have 
"  always  done  from  the  first  undertaking,  and  as 
"  they  may  yet  doe  by  the  said  last  act  of  parlia- 
"  inent,  they  having  a  hundred  acres  or  more 
"  a-peece. 

"  2.  That  by  said  act  of  parliament,  the  com- 
"  monalty,  although  they  have  an  hundred  acres 
*^  a  peece,  yet  they  are  excluded  from  acting  as 
*•  commissioners  of  sewers,  or  laying  of  taxes  with 
"  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators; 
"  but  for  otherwise  acting  and  advising,  the  par- 
**  liament  did  conceive  it  just  that  the  commoD- 
"  alty  should  be  part  of  the  corporation,  in  tbe 
"  ordering  of  affairs  of  the  said  Level. 
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^'  3.  That  the  Great  Level  consists  of  three  Le- 
vels, and  the  works  of  one  have  no  dependance 
>n  each  other.  Then^  if  the  commonalty  have 
lo  other  vote  than  for  the  election  of  the  27  per- 
lonSy  (if  all  the  commonalty  should  not  attend  at 
the  time  of  election  J  such  persons  may  be  chosen 
brthe  said  27  persons  as  may  have  all  their  in- 
terest lye  in  one  Level  (at  least  wise  the  major 
[Nurt  of  the  27  persons),  and  then  they  may  or- 
ier  and  dii^ct  what  moneys  they  please,  and 
expend  the  same  to  what  works  or  concernment 
of  their  own  they  please,  to  the  mine  of  all  other 
parts  of  the  Levell  without  controule. 
'f  4a  That  no  persons  will  ever  purchase  any  of 
the  said  lands,  unless  they  maybe  sure  of  being 
of  the  number  of  the  27  persons;  for  otherwise, 
tliey  must  be  continually  paying  their  moneys, 
and  never  know  what  shall  become  of  it  or  of 
their  estates. 

•*  5.  That  several  persons  have  purchased  under 
the  last  act  who  were  encouraged  thereunto 
upon  that  interest  which  the  commonalty  had 
in  the  corporation;  so  that  if  that  power  be 
taken  away,  the  purchaser  will  be  much  preju- 
diced in  his  bargain. 

"  6.  That  the  commonalty  alone  cannot,  by  the 
said  act,  order,  direct,  or  dispose  of  any  thing 
concerning  the  said  Great  Level,  unless  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  governor,  or  two  of  the 
bailiffs.  Nor  are  the  governors,  bailiffs,  or  con- 
servators, excluded  from  acting  or  ordering  any 
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^'  thing  without  the  commonalty  (if  they  be  not 
**  present  at  their  meetings/* 

The  brevity  of  language  and  simplicity  of  state- 
ment used  by  these  poor  and  humble  suitors^  must 
excite  our  sympathy  and  admiration.  They  had 
the  sanction  and  support  of  the  considerate  and 
humane  William  Earl  of  Bedford,  whose  name 
and  influence  thwarted  a  design  so  evidently  un- 
just. It  was  natural  that  the  petitioners  shoald 
receive  this  sanction  and  support.  The  bouse  of 
Russell  ought  to  be  the  cradle  and  asylum  of  li- 
berty,  and  its  representatives  the  firm  and  un- 
daunted advocates  of  the  unalienable  rights  of  the 
people.  Those  honorable  distinctions  were  dearly 
earned  by  the  self-devotion  and  disinterested  con- 
duct of  Earl  Francis ;  they  were  established  by 
the  benevolence,  the  unparalleled  perseverance 
and  inextinguishable  zeal  of  Earl  William  ;  alasl 
they  were  finally  consummated  upon  the  scaffold 
by  the  blood  of  their  heroic  descendant. 
Court  of  Ap.  In  the  act  of  15  Car.  II.  it  is  recited,  that "  par- 
ApVp.  405.      "  ticular  persons  and  parties  did  alledge,  that  the 

"  draining  of  one  place  hath  drowned  and  made 
"  worse  the  lands  in  other  places,  and  that  divers 
'*  other  persons  did  alledge  and  complain,  that  the 
said  95,000  acres  in  many  places  are  not  indif- 
ferently set  out  or  allotted,  according  to  the 
*'  law  made  at  Lynn,  in  the  6th  year  of  the  reiga 
"  of  the  late  King  Charles,  nor  according  to  agree- 
''  ment  made  with  the  country,  but  in  many  places 
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^  greater  quantities  have  been  taken  from  the 
'*  owners^  commoners,  and  townships,  than  ought 
^'  to  have  been,  and  that  some  lands  have  been 
*^  taken,  as  belonging  to  one  parish  and  county, 
^  which  in  truth  belonged  to  another;  and   in 
*^  many  places,  the  allotments  have  been  taken 
"  very  inconvenient   for  the    townships,    which 
^  ought  not  to  have  been  by  the  said  agi'eement : 
^  And  whereas  the  draining  aforesaid,  and  future 
^  maintenance  of  the  said  Great  Level  ought  to 
**  be  without  prejudice  to  navigation ;  and  because 
*^  all  complaints  which  have  been  made,  and  all 
•*  prejudices  which  have  been  or  shall  be  done  to 
•*  particular  persons,  parishes,  and  places^  cannot 
be  sufficiently  provided  for  by  the  act,  certain 
commissioners  are  nominated  and  appointed  by 
^  the  act,  for  the  several  counties  of  Norfolk,  Suf-  App.p.40ft. 
••  folk,  Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  Northampton, 
**  Lincoln,  and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  to  hear  and  deter- 
^  mine  complaints  upon  these  several  matters.** 

These  commissioner  weve  invested  with  very 
extensive  powers,  and  might  be  considered  as  a 
kind  of  board  of  control.  There  is  no  record  of 
their  ever  meeting.  They  became  defunct  for 
want  of  succession;  which  circumstance  was  for- 
tnnate  for  the  corporation,  whose  rights  and  pri- 
Tileges  would  have  been  greatly  narrowed  had  this 
commission  continued  to  exist;  and  this  would 
have  been  the  case,  had  it  not  been  for  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  whose  foresight  and 
wisdom  seem  never  to  have  abandoned  him. 
It  was^'moved  in  the  committee  upon  the  bill. 
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in  the  house  of  lords,  that  the  vice-chancellor  for 
the  university  of  Cambridge,  the  mayor  of  the 
town  of  Cambridge,  and  the  mayor  of  King^s  Lynn 
for  the  time  beings  should  ex  officio  be  three  of 
the  commissioners.  The  Earl  foresaw  that  these 
appointments  would  give  perpetuity  to  the  com- 
mission, and  that  all  its  inquisitorial  powers  might 
in  future  times  be  called  forth  to  the  annoyaDce 
of  the  corporation.  He  moved  and  carried  a  pro* 
position  for  their  being  struck  out  of  the  list  of 
commissioners,  in  their  official  capacity,  which  WB8 
accordingly  done;  although,  singularly  eDOOgb, 
their  names  are,  by  a  clerical  error,  omitted  to  be 
erased  in  another  part  of  the  act.  Many  ineflec- 
tual  attempts  have  been  made  to  renew  this  com- 
mission ;  but  the  corporation  were  fortunate  in 
having  a  perpetual  guard  over  their  interests  l&e 
the  E^rl  of  Bedford.  The  shadow  without*  the 
substance  of  power  would  have  been  left  to  the 
corporation,  had  the  powers  and  authorities  of  this 
commission  been  rendered  capable  of  perpetuity. 
The  Earl  of  Bedford  was  a  constant  attendant 
at  the  meetings  of  the  board,  (an  appellation  then 
assumed  and  still  continued  by  the  select  body,) 
and  of  the  corporation  at  large.  The  select  body 
were  not  unanimous,  and  the  plans  of  drainage 
adopted  under  the  sanction  of  the  pretended  act 
were  by  no  means  heartily  approved  of.  The  sys- 
tem had,  however,  proceeded  too  far  to  be  reme- 
died without  an  entire  revolution,  and  at  an  ex- 
pense which  neither  party  was  inclined  to  incnr. 
Still  a  strong  desire  of  Improvement  prevailed,  and 
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the  year  after  the  establishment  of  the  corpOf 

uon.  Colonel  Dodson,  who  had  been  many  years  Coiofie!  Dod- 

the  serrice  of  the  adventurers,  being  called  "^^^ 

OBy  delivered  in  a  design  for  a  better  drainage, 

wliicb  the  reader  is  referred,  as  fully  set  forth 

;the  Appendix:  the  perusal  will  amply  repay  App.p.426. 

ID  for  the  time  bestowed  npon  it.    An  estimate  App.p.472. 

DQoifMmies  this  design ;  and  the  author  pauses 

e  moment,  to  draw  the  attention  of  his  friends 

the  South  Level  (and  he  trusts  he  has  many  and 

were  ones)  to  that  part  of  the  estimate  which 

lates  to  the  making  of  Sandy's  Cut. 

•^  The  making  of  Sandy's  River  from  Ely  to 
Littleport  chair,  at  ]/.  15^.  a  pole,  will  cost 
l680/.!:r 

By  the  way,  this  river  is  now  called  '^  SandalKs 
It  r  but  its  original  name  was  ^*  Sandy's  Cot," 
ing  (according  to  the  fashion  of  using  the  names 
persons  generally  adopted  in  these  days)  named 
ker  Colonel  Sandys,  who  was  one  of  the  most  in-» 
leotial  members  of  the  corporation,  and  who  in-^ 
iriably  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  proceedings 
'  the  board  and  of  the  corporation. 
No  alterations  in  the  system  of  drainage  took 
ace  in  consequence  of  this  design.  It  seems 
•  have  been  an  abortive  attempt  at  improvement.. 
The  act  of  1 5  Car.  II.,  with  all  its  excellencies, 
aa  not  free  from  imperfections ;  all  human  laws 
"e  liable  to  them,  and  those  institutions  only  are 
19  best^  which  possess  the  fewest;  but  it  must  be 
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said,  that  these  defects  were  such  as  could  not  be 

foreseen:    they  were   to   be  discovered  only  by 

Tax  Act,         experience.     The  15th  of  King  Charles  II.  had 

given  the  corporation  a  general  power  of  taxing, 
without  pt*escribing  the  form  or  manner  in  which 
that  power  was  to  be  executed.  Under  that  act, 
the  taxes  were  imposed  by  way  of  an  acre  tax,  so 
that  the  same  specific  tax  was  laid  for  every  acre. 
This  was  found  to  be  a  tax  of  great  inequality;  for, 
as  the  lands  differed  much  in  value,  whilst  the 
produce  of  the  best  lands  enabled  the  owners  to 
pay  the  taxes^  the  worst  were  taxed  nearly  to  the 
extent  of  (at  that  period)  their  intrinsic  worth. 
This  did  not  escape  the  vigilance  of  the  Earl  of  Bed- 
ford. The  tax  was  altered  to  a  gradual  acre  tax 
of  five  different  sorts,  and  the  lands  were  taxed  in 
proportion  to  their  relative  value;  but  this  reme- 
dy was  not  equal  to  the  evil  complained  of,  inas- 
much as  the  different  value  of  the  lands  was  not 
ascertained,  and  five  sorts  were  by  no  means  suffi- 
cient in  number  to  procure  the  desired j  effect, 
namely,  equality  of  taxation.  The  corporation, 
under  the  sanction  and  influence  of  their  governor, 
the  indefatigable  Earl  of  Bedford,  applied  again 
to  parliament  to  arrange  this  difficult  matter,  and 
to  make  some  few  further  amendments  in  the  po- 
licy of  their  constitution,  shewn  by  time  and  ex- 
perience to  be  necessary.  But  the  great  object  of 
that  application  was  to  procure  an  equality  of 
taxation.  The  parliament  had  always  manifested 
a  favomble  disposition  towards  the  measure  of 
drainage  ;  and,  throughout  all  the  varied  and  dif- 
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ficult  proceedings,  had  acted  with  great  delibera- 
tion and  inflexible  impartiality.  The  application 
was  kindly  received;  and  the  legislature  rendered 
the  corporation  the  assistance  required. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  95,000  acres  were 
originally  divided  into  twenty  lots  or  shares,  each 
lot  containing  lands  in  various  parts  of  the  Lev^L 
The  95,000  acres  still  continued  divided  in  these 
Jots  amongst  the  several  owners,  and  were  then, 
ajid  still  are^  distinguished  as  the  '*  Adventurers* 
•Lands;**  the  remaining  part  of  the  Level  being  de^ 
nominated  the  "  Free  Lands.**    The  tax  act  was  App.p.474. 
passed  20  Car.  II.  (1667 J,  and  commissioners  were 
thereby  appointed  from  amongst  gentlemen  of  the 
coantry,  to   view  and   survey  the  adventurers* 
Jands^  and  afterwards  to  sort,  divide,  and  rate 
them  not  under  the  number  of  seven  sorts  and  de- 
grees.   The  12,000  acres  granted  to  the  crown, 
and  which  were  then,  and  now  are^  called  the 
**  King*s  Lands,**  were  to  be  taxed  at  a  medium ; 
for  instance,  when  the  whole  95,000  acres  are  tax- 
ed at  6110/.  7^.  lie/.,  the  12,000  acres  were  to  be 
taxed  at  1^.  3d.  per  acre,  and  so  in  proportion. 
The  commissioners  proceeded  in  the  work  with 
great  unanimity  and  despatch.    They  did  not  dis- 
turb the  several  proportions,  as  they  were  set  out 
in  the  twenty  lots  or  shares ;  but  finally  assorted 
tliem  into  eleven  different  degrees  or  sorts,  com- 
mencing the  first  or  inferior  sort  of  land  at  4d. 
per  acre,  and  so  advancing  gradually  4d.  per  acre 
each  sort,  until  tbey  arrived  at  the  highest  or  su- 
perior land,  which  was  of  course  taxed  eleven  four- 

.    VOL.  I.  2d 
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pences,  or  3s.  Sd.  per  acre.  A  more  full  and  par* 
ticular  accoant  of  these  taxes,  and  of  the  lands 
from  which  they  arise,  will  be  found  detailed  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  this  work.  The  difficulty  of  the 
task  thus  imposed  upon  these  commissioners  was 
perceived  by  the  parliament;  and  accordingly  it 
was  enacted,  that  all  parties  who  were  dissatisfied 

App.p.479.      ^th  the  judgment  of  the  commissioners,  ahookl 

have  the  power  of  appealing  to  the  govemoiv 
bailiffs^  and  conservators;  and  in  the  event  af 
the  governor,  bailifis,  and  conservators,  not  ^v- 
ing  relief  to  the  parties  so  dissatisfied  within  fortj 
days,  they  had  then  the  power  of  appealing  t^ 
certain  commissioners  named  in  the  act.  To 
the  honour  of  the  commissioners  appointed  ta 
valne  and  assort  the  land,  it  ought  ever  to  be 
borne  in  remembrance,  that  such  was  the  diacra* 
tion  and  impartiality  shewn  in  the  execution  of 
this  most  arduous  task  and  important  trust,  that 
although  several  appeals  were  made  to  the  gover- 
nor, bailiffs,  and  conservatoi's,  yet  five  alterations 
only  took  place  in  consequence  of  those  appeals, 
and  the  court  of  dernier  ressort  was  never  called 
upon  to  exercise  its  fiinctions.  The  proceedings 
of  the  commissionei's  have  been  confirmed  by  the 
judgments  and  opinions  of  all  men  who  have  had 
any  concerns  within  the  Level ;  and  even  at  this 
distant  period  there  is  not  in  general  any  surer 
way  of  determining  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  lauds 
in  the  Bedford  Level,  than  by  an  application  to 

App.  p.  486.     that  survey,  where  their  relative  values  are  almost 

exactly  ascertained.   By  the  valuation  and  assort- 
ment affixed  by  these  commissioners,  the  adven- 
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tttfers^  lands  continue  to  be  taxed  until  the  present 
time.  A  more  judicious  or  more  equitable  mode 
ooald  not  have  been  adopted. 

The  act  of  the  iSth  of  Kingr  Charles  the  Second,  Oenmi  indo- 

suro  cUiiiie* 

bad  invested  lords  of  manors  and  commons  with  App.  p.  405. 
h  power  to  divide  and  inclose  their  commons. 
This  was  perhaps  well  meant  for  the  improvement 
of  the  country;  but  the  best  intentions  may  be 
perverted  to  the  worst  of  purposes.  In  pursuance 
#f  this  po#er,  many  of  the  lords  did  inclose  and 
divide  their  commons,  and  the  several  commoners 
had  their  respective  shai*es  allotted  to  their  com- 
monable houses  *. 

The  division  of  commons  and  wastes,  says  a  writer 
of  that  period,  was  prejudicial  to  the  country  in 
general,  and  to  the  adventurers  in  particular.  To 
the  country  in  general,  as  it  enabled  people  to  sell 
their  estates  by  piece  meal,  and  leave  their  fami-» 
lies  paupei*s.  To  the  adventurers  in  particular^ 
because,  by  such  division,  the  inclosed  adven^ 
tarers*  lands  sunk  in  value ;  for  while  property  of 
the  country  consisted  in  a  right  of  common,  the 
stock  was  supported  upon  commons  in  summer^ 
and  upon  inclosed  ground,  or  the  product  of  it,  in 
winter. 

In  ancient  as  well  as  modern  times,  the  people 

*  These  inclosures  took  place  under  decrees,  aU  of  which  are 

■ 

iorolled  in  the  Petty  Bag  Ofifice,  in  Rolls'  Chapel,  Chancery 
Lane,  It  was  the  earnest  desire  of  the  author  of  this  work,  in 
ofder  to  render  it  as  complete  as  possible,  to  have  extracted  a 
lift  of  those  decrees,  but  he  found  the  expense  attending  it  far 
heyond  any  reasonable  expectation  of  remuneration. 

2d2 


404  STATE  OF  THE  GREAT  LEVEL 

at  large  have  always  been  averse  to  inctosares. 
The  natural  and  social  disposition  of  the  English 
nation  leads  to  a  community  of  interests.    The 
bond  of  union  is  broken  by  the  separation  of  a 
mutual,  and  the  acquirement  of  an  individual  ia- 
terest.    A  paternal  government,  seeking  the  com- 
forts, the  happiness,  and  the  moral  rectitude  of  its 
subjects,  promotes  those  natural  feelings  of  amoo 
and  community  of  interests,  and  receives  for  its 
reward  the  unflinching  loyalty,  the  unbounded 
cheerfulness,  sind  the  sturdy  independence  of  those 
who  have  the  happiness  to  live  under  it«  guidance, 
animated  by  feelings  at  once  so  amicable  and  at 
the  same  time  so  politic.    Alas !  in  our  times  the 
converse  of  this  conduct  has  been  ruthle3sly  pur- 
sued by  those  who  have  wielded  the  powers  and 
energies  of  England.  The  rich  have  been  enabled, 
amidst  the  semblance  of  a  prosperity,  in  reality 
only  fictitious,  to  lay  house  to  liouse,  and  field  to 
field;  to  heap  up  riches,  reckless  of  the  parties  by 
whom   they  may  ultimately  be  gathered.     The 
link   which  gradually  connected  till  ranks  and 
classes  of  society,  has  been  torn  asunder  and  this 
once  happy,  proud,  and  generous  people  of  Eng- 
land, left  without  their  natural  leaders,  have  be- 
come a  nation  of  splendid  and  squalid  paupers, 
paltry  hucksters,  and  heartless  avaricious  money- 
lenders; while  crime  andimmorality stalk  through- 
out the  land,  and  stain  its  annals  with  the  most 
appalling  scenes  and  the  most  unblushing  profli- 
gacy.    Palaces   and  gaols,  hospitals  and  work- 
houses have,  during  all  "  the  vast  improvements 
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of  the  age,**  arisen  in  frightfal  contiguity;  and 
while  the  scaffold  groans  with  its  victims^  the  cries 
of  the  patriot  and  the  people  are  drowned  in  hoL 
lav  promises  of  economy  and  reform,  or  forgotten 
ia  the  revels  of  thoughtless  dissipation  and  extra- 
iragance.  Such  has  been  the  result  of  the  boasted 
increase  of  ioclosu  res ;  such  has  been  the  result  of 
depriving  the  population  of  their  natural  share  in 
the  soil  that  gave  them  birth,  and  ought  to  have  a.d.  ism. 
giyen  them  bread.  The  feelings  of  the  author 
Aometimes  overcome  the  more  sober  dictates  of  his 
jodgment.    To  proceed : 

It  was  found  out  in  time,  that  this  provision  for 
permitting  genera]  inclosures,  and  the  use  to 
which  it  was  applied,  instead  of  improving,  tended 
greatly  to  distress  the  country.  Once  more  the 
Earl  of  Bedford  stepped  forth  as  the  friend  and 
advocate  of  the  interests  of  the  people.  The  cor- 
poration, under  his  auspices,  made  application  to 
parliament,  and  obtained  an  act  for  the  repeal  of 
this  most  injurious  clause.  The  recitals  in  that  App.]t.^\9^ 
act  of  repeal  demand  the  serious  reflection  of  the 
statesman,  the  philosopher,  and  the  philanthropist. 
They  are  as  follow : 

"  And  whereas  the  taking  and  cutting  of  the  App.p.520. 
'^  said  commons  and  wastes  into  small  pieces  is 
^  since  found  to  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  owners 
*^  and  country,  being  a  great  waste  of  ground  in 
^  division,  which  are  hard  to  be  kept  as  fences 
*'  between  party  and  party;  the  road- ways  and  pas- 
*'  sages  through  such  commons,  as  set  forth,  being 


406  STATE  OF  THE  GREAT  LEVEL 

**  very  low,  and  generally  in  bad  ground^  not 
^'  passable,  or  well  to  be  amended^  whereby  sncb 
^^  divisions  are  of  little  value :  And  whereas  it  oc- 
casions great  diminution  of  stock,  and  decay  of 
houses,  many  persons  selling  their  shares  of  com 
^^  mon  from  the  house  it  belongs  unto,  to  a  greater 
**  impoverishment  and  increase  of  the  poor^ 

The  act  of  parliament,  while  it  repealed  the 
power  of  making  further  inclosures,   confirmed 
those  inclosures  and  divisions  which  had  been 
then  already  made,  on  particular  conditions.  This 
was  the  last  amendment  made  in  the  constitntioo 
of  the  Bedford  Level  Corporation,  daring  the  life- 
time of  William  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  conclodei 
the  history  of  those  events  and  those  interests 
which  he  with  so  much  spirit,  perseverance,  aad 
benevolence,  had  advanced,  patronized,  and  pro- 
tected, during  the  long  and  honorable  career  of 
fifty-one  years. 
Destb and  cha-       ^^  would  be  unjust  to  the  memory  of  this  illus- 
lUm  Eari^^'    t^ious  nobleman  to  close  tlie  history  (feeble,  it  is 
Bedford.  truc,)  of  bis  cxertioDS,  without  some  tribute  to  liia 

memory,  some  recollections  of  his  virtues,  some 
tears  of  sympathy  for  his  sorrows,  some  expres- 
sions of  gratitude  for  his  unparalleled  exertions. 
The  language  of  adulation  cannot  reach  the  con- 
fines of  the  grave ;  but  the  energetic  language 
of  truth  stimulates  to  exertion  and  to  imitation. 
The  author  trusts,  and  firmly  believes,  that  the 
day  will  never  arrive,  when  the  house  of  Russell 
will  require  any  stimulus  to  exert  itself  in  the 


UNDSa  JAMR8  II.  407 

acred  caase  of  its  country  and  its  fellow  citi* 

The  Earl  of  Bedford  sedulously  and  almost  con« 
staatly  attended  to  the  affairs  and  interests  of  the 
hoard  and  corporation,  from  the  first  meeting, 
which,  as  already  stated,  took  place  upon  the  IsC 
of  August,  1663,  until  the  30th  of  May,  1683, 
firom  which  time  he  appears  to  have  absented  him- 
self OQtil  the  12th  of  November,  1685:  and  he  was 
well  entitled  to  do  so.     He  retired  in  privacy,  to 
iadttlge  the  sorrows  of  a  parent,  and  the  agony  of 
a  wounded  mind.    The  Earl  had  exerted  himself 
ia  forwarding  the  restoration.   He  had  wisely  and 
disinterestedly  counselled  his  King  in  times  of 
peril  and  difficulty.    Of  his  exertions  in  behalf  of 
the  people,  the  author  has  given  already  signal 
proofis.    But  withal,  it  pleased  Providence  to  visit 
him^  even  in  the  decline  of  life,  with  heavy  domes- 
tic afflictions.     In  short,  he  was  doomed  to  know, 
that  on  the  21st  of  July,  1683,  his  son,  his  brave, 
generous,  patriotic,  and  gallant  son,  the  Honor- 
able William  Russell,  perished  upon  the  scaffold. 
The  lacerated  feelings  of  a  parent  prevented  his 
aj^arance  for  nearly  two  years,  even  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  that  country,  for  whose  best  interests 
the  greater  part  of  his  valuable  life  had  been  so 
meritoriously  and  so  beneficially  spent.    The  lat- 
ter days  of  his  noble  father  were  clouded  by  do- 
mestic sufferings.  He,  too,  had  to  deplore  the  loss 
of  a  beloved  son,  and  to  endure  the  mortification 
of  beholding  another  son  form  ties  and  connec- 
tions utterly  hostile  to  his  wishes.    He  also  had 
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to  undergo  the  bitterest  disappointments  and  the 
basest  ingratitude.    Yes !  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford 
had  cause  for  sorrow ;  but  his  griefe  snnk  almost 
into  insignificance,  when  compared  with  those 
which  must  have  wrung  the  heart  of  his  generons 
and  high-minded  son,  William  Earl  of  Bedford. 
Time^  the  alleviator  of  sorrow,  healed,  in  some  de> 
gree,  the  wounds  of  this  admirable  man ;  and  we 
find  him  again  engaged  in  the  concerns  of  the  cor- 
poration from  the  12th  of  November,  1685,  until 
the  3rd  of  June,  1696,  which  was  his  last  attend- 
ance at  their  meetings.     On  the  accession  of  the 
Prince  and  Princess  of  Orange  to  the  throne,  he 
was  sworn  one  of  their  privy  council ;  and,  at 
their  coronation,  carried  the  Queen's  sceptre  with 
the  dove.    On  the  10th  of  May,  1689,  his  lordship 
was  constituted  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  counties 
of  Bedford  and  Cambridge;   and  on  the   Ist  of 
March,  1691,  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Gustos  Rotu- 
lorum  for  the  county  of  Middlesex  and  liberty  of 
Westminster. 

He  sought  for  no  other  honors  or  employments; 
but  their  Majesties,  on  the  21st  of  May,  1694, 
(5  W.  and  M.)  created  him  Marquess  of  Tavistock 
and  Duke  of  Bedford ;  and  for  bestowing  these 
honors,  it  is  set  forth, — 

'*  That' this  was  not  the  least,  that  he  was  the 
**  father  to  the  Lord  Russell,  the  ornament  of  his 
"  age,  whose  great  merits  'twas  not  enough  to 
"  transmit  to  posterity;  but  they  were  willing  to 
'^  record  them  on  their  royal  patent,  to  i*emain  in 
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^  the  fomily,  as  a  monument  consecrated  to  his 
^-  ooDsammate  virtue ;  whose  name  could  never 
**  be  forgot,  so  long  as  men  preserved  any  esteem 
^  for  sanctity  of  manners,  greatness  of  mind,  and 
^  a  love  to  their  country,  constant  even  to  death^ 
^Therefore,  to  solace  his  excellent  father  for  so 
^  great  a  loss;  to  celebrate  the  memory  of  so 
**  noble  a  son;  and  to  excite  his  worthy  grandson, 
^  the  heir  of  such  mighty  hopes,  more  cheerfully 
**  to  emulate  and  follow  the  example  of  his  illus- 
*  trioos  father,  they  in  tailed  this  high  dignity 
**  upon  the  Earl  and  his  posterity/* 

The  venerable  William,  then  Duke  and  E^rl  of 
Bedford,  departed  this  life  in  the  87th  year  of  his 
age,  on  the  7th  of  September,  1700,  in  the  maturity 
of  age,  and  the  plenitude  of  honor.  The  author  of 
this  work  would  in  vain  attempt  to  do  justice  to 
a  character  so  benevolent,  so  patriotic,  so  disin- 
terested, and  so  exalted,  as  William  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford. Alas!  what  pen  is  capable* of  a  task  so 
fruitful  in  subject,  and  yet  so  difficult  in  execu- 
tion !  Fortunately,  the  reader  will  find  the  Duke*s 
character  delineated,  and  his  just  eulogy  pro- 
nounced, by  one  far  more  competent  than  the  au- 
thor of  these  sheets,  to  do  that  justice  to  the  sub- 
ject which  it  so  amply  merits. 

His  grace  was  buried  at  Chenies,  in  the  county  of 
Bucks,  the  burial  place  of  the  Russell  family,  where 
a  most  noble  monument  is  erected  to  the  memory  of 
him  and  his  countess.  The  King  directed  one  of  his 
own  chaplains,  the  Rev.  Doctor  Freeman,  to  preach 
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a  sermoD  upon  the  oeoMion ;  which  Mrmon  was 
afterwards  priated  by  royal  command,  and  is  de- 
dicated to  (he  Duke's  grandson  and  saccesaor, 
Wriotbesly^second  Duke  and  sixth  Earl  of  Bedford. 
In  this  dedication  the  reverend  preacher  takes 
leave  to  lay  before  his  grace  what  all  his  friends 
and  all  good  men  expect  from  an  heir  of  the  Bed- 
ford  family :— ^'  That  you'll  make  it  your  chiefe 
'^  study  to  promote  the  glory  of  God^  to  whose 
^*  bountiful  goodness  you  are  indebted  for  so  many 
'^  great  and  uncommon  blessings^  by  your  autho- 
^'  rity  and  example,  crushing  profaneness  and  vic^ 
^^  and  maintaining  the  true  religion  and  virtue; 
^  that  you'll  be  a  faithful  supporter  of  the  mo- 
narchy,  a  true  friend  to  your  country,  a  liberal 
patron  and  benefactor  to  the  church,  ^  great 
^  encourager  of  learning,  and  an  invincible  cham- 
*'  pion  of  the  Protestant  Religion  «** 

The  text  is  taken  from  1  Cor.  ix.  25 : 

Now  they  do  it  to  obtain  a  corruptible  crown,  but  we  an 

incorruptible. 

The  reverend  preacher  speaks  of  the  deceased 
"  As  an  illustrious  example  indeed,  yet  made  the 
brighter  by  shining  in  a  dark  place,  in  a  loose 
and  degenerate  age,  where  greatness  and  good- 
ness so  seldom  meet  together." 
He  then  proceeds  to  portray  the  character  of 
this  illustrious  nobleman,  in  the  following  terms: 

'^  I  shall  not  here  take  notice  of  the  nobleness 
'^  of  bis  extraction^  and  the  greatness  of  his  de- 
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^  scent;  nor  travel  the  many  ages  back  in  the 
^  lea6  of  time,  to  discover  the  spring  of  this  very 
^  ancient  and  renowned  family :  These  are  little 
*^  things,  not  to  be  named  with  the  admirable  en- 
^'  dowments  of  his  mind,  and  the  manifold  gifts  of 
^  the  Holy  Spirit  wherewith  his  soul  was  adorned. 

*^  Who  can  sufficiently  admire  or  fully  imitate 
'^  the  sweetness  of  his  temper  and  the  benignity 
^*  of  his  nature  ?  The  greatness  of  his  birth  made 
'^  him  the  more  humble ;  the  height  of  his  con- 
^  dition  did  not  exalt  his  mind;  there  was  no- 
*^  thing  of  pride  and  fastidiousness  in  his  conver- 
^*  sation ;  *twas  all  condescension,  without  being 
^  mean  and  cheap.  That  man  had  a  great  deal 
^  of  demerit  in  him  indeed,  that  was  wholly  re- 
^  fused  admittance  into  his  presence,  and  none 
^  ever  went  uneasie  out  of  it  whose  requests  were 
*^  reasonable,  and  their  persons  not  unworthy:  no- 
**  thing  but  sin  had  his  frown ;  the  good  actions  of 
*^  men  had  his  praise,  their  weakness  his  excuse, 
^  their  afflictions  his  pity,  and  their  distresses  his 
*'  succour. 

"  His  piety  towards  God  was  sincere  and  unaf- 
'^  fected;  his  devotion  in  the  closet,  daily;  in 
**  publick,  constant^  uniform,  and  regular ;  he  had 
^'  indeed  a  charitable  opinion  of  all  good  men  who 
^*  did  not  come  up  io  all  points  to  the  church  of 
'^England,  but  he  utterly  dislik'd  schism  and  se- 
''  paration ;  his  religion  was  inward,  in  reality  and 
^*  substance,  not  plac'd  on  externals ;  he  was  very 
^^  much  for  unity  and  peace  in  the  church,  but 
^'  his  opinion  was,  that  they  might  be  preserved 
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by  a  mutual  forbearance  in  matters :  of  cere- 
mony, without  a  rigid  imposition  of  them ;  and 
he  was  wont  to  say,  that  be  thought  it  equally 
superstitious  to  shew  too  much  zeal  either  for 
or  against  them.     But  whilst  he  made  known 
-^  his  moderation  unto  all  men^  and  bestowed  his 
favors  too  upon  many  whom  he  judged  con- 
scientious, tho*  of  a  different  perswasion,   be 
ever  in  his  practice  kept  close  to  the  church  of 
England.  You  might  see  him^  unless  prevented 
by  sicknesse  or  other  necessary  occasion^  every 
**  LordVday  at  church,  and  there  behaving  him- 
self with  the  greatest  devotion,  strictest  atten- 
tion^ and  humblest  reverence,  especially  at  tbe 
^'  blessed  sacrament,  communicating  frequently, 
^*  always  on  his  knees,  and  with  most  ardent  af* 
*^  fections,  and  ever  expressing  a  great  uneasiness 
*^  and  dissatisfaction  when  unexpected  accidents 
*^  kept  him  (as  he  used  very  sensibly  to  call  it) 
"  from  the  food  of  his  soul. 

"  Here  was  the  family  wherein  not  an  oath  nor 
a  prophane  jest  could  be  heard  ;  where  sobriety 
was  habitual,  virtue  and  religion  triumphant, 
and  the  worship  of  God  daily  and  devoutly  per- 
formed ;  and  so  highly  conducive  did  he  think 
the  publick  worship  of  God  to  be  for  the  glory 
of  God  and  salvation  of  souls,  that  he  gave  such 
orders  for  the  affairs  of  his  family  on  theLord's- 
day,  that  most  of  his  servants  were  at  liberty 
timely  to  attend  upon  it,  and  none  of  them 
wholly  let  and  hindered  from  it.  The  concern 
also  he  had  for  God's  house  was  answerable  to 
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*^  the  veneration  he  had  for  his  worship;  he  was 
"  always  ready  to  promote  any  design  for  the 
**  erecting  chapels  and  churches  where  there  were 
'^  none,  and  encreusing  the  number  of  them  where 
**  they  were  thin.  In  time  of  the  civil  war,  when 
**  every  thing  almost  of  order  and  decency  was 
^  called  superstition,  as  he  was  passing  by  where 
the  possest  souldiers  were  pulling  down  part  of 
a  church,  and  the  ornaments  of  it,  and  asi^'d  of 
him  to  give  them  something  to  encourage  the 
work,  he  said  to  those  about  him,  '  My  father 
^^  and  I  have  built  several  churches,  and  by  the 
"  help  of  God  I'll  pull  none  down/ 

'*  His  beneficence  and  his  alms  were  of  the 
**  same  piece  with  his  piety ;  he  was  never  back- 
"  ward  to  forgive ;  always  ready  to  distribute ; 
'^  bis  charity,  like  that  of  God's,  was  universal, 
^  not  confin'd  to  sects  and  parties,  but  flowing. 
"  abundantly  towards  all  men,  yet  discreetly 
"  plac'd  and  proportioned,  according  as  men's 
V  needs  and  capacities  presented,  giving  most 
^  where  it  was  most  wanted,  and  where  it  might 
'^  be  to  the  best  purposes.  He  loved  good  Chris* 
**  tians,  of  what  denominations  soever,  many 
^*  of  which  subsisted  by  his  bounty;  and  for 
*'  others,  whose  virtue  was  suspected,  and  their 
"  conversation  of  no  good  report,  whilst  he  hated 
"  hiprocrisie  and  vice,  he  relieved  their  persons, 
^^  shewing  himself  a  true  friend  to  mankind,  and 
^  a  benefactor  to  the  human  nature. 

*^  I  need  not  mention  that  mighty  zeal  he  had 
"  for  the  Protestant  religion,  for  the  interest  of 
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**  his  country,  its  laws  and  liberties,  and  his  never 
^^  to  be  shaken  faith  and  affection  to  our  inm- 
'*  cible  monarch,  who  so  generously,  in  spigfat  of 
*'  all  hazards  and  oppositions,  came  over  for  the 
'^  rescue  and  deliverance  of  them.  They  are  too 
'^  flaming  to  be  hid.  In  the  late  times  of  difficalty 
**  and  persecution,  he  was  a  strenuous  defender  of 
**  them,  and  an  hearty  supporter  of  those  who 
^'  ventured  far  in  that  cause.  The  great  Lord 
'^  Russell,  his  son,  was  a  martyr,  and  died  for 
'^  them ;  and  its  no  wonder  that  such  heroicke 
^^  actions  begat  in  the  breasts  of  all  an  honorable 
*^  esteem  of  him,  gain'd  him  the  distinguisbin; 
**  love  of  his  prince,  and  the  particular  regard  of 
"  Heaven. 

"  The  whole  nation  no  doubt  are  very  sensible 
*^  of  this  irreparable  loss,  and  tbere*s  great  reason 
^^  for  it,  to  the  peace  and  welfare  whereof  he  so 
"  highly  contributed  by  his  counsel,  by  his  estate, 
by  his  example,  by  his  prayers,  and  by  his  cha- 
rity, the  which  are  styled  in  scripture  sacrifices, 
to  signifie,  in  a  high  degree,  their  acceptable- 
ness  to  God,  and  the  great  power  they  have 
"  with  him  to  avert  judgments,  and  to  draw  down 
"  blessings  upon  a  kingdom.  But  the  several 
"  counties,  over  which,  under  the  king,  he  pre- 
"  sided,  ought  to  be  most  affected  with  it,  who 
lived  under  the  healing  influences  of  his  care, 
and  reapt  the  fruit  of  his  wise  and  steady  ad- 
ministration ;  more  especially,  we  of  Saint 
"  Paul's,  Coven t  Garden  ♦,  who,  next  to  the  in- 

•  The  precincts  of  Covent  Garden  were  erected  into  a  parish 
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goodness  of  God,  our  Maker,  have  re- 
<<  oeired  from  him  the  opportonities  of  worship- 
^  ping  God,  and  of  making  ourselves  easie  in  this 
^  world  and  happy  in  the  other. 

^  It  pleased  God  to  bless  him  with  a  numerous 
'^  oflbpring,  and  that  he  liy*d  to  see  his  children's 
^  children  to  the  third  generation  ;  all  in  condi- 
'^  tion  suitable  to  their  birth,  and  highly  beloved 
^  and  honoured  for  their  own  and  their  father's 
^  sake. 

^  His  servants  have  lost  the  best  of  masters,  the 
^  poor  a  liberal  benefactor,  the  church  a  bounti- 
^  fol  patron,  the  government  a  potent  friend,  and 
^  religion  a  sure  protector. 

'^  In  the  midst  of  all,  there  is  one  consideration 
''  left  to  alleviate  our  sorrows  and  support  our 
^  minds ;  what  is  our*s,  the  nation*s  loss,  is  his 
^  infinite  gain :  Therefore,  while  we  feel  and  be- 
"  wail  the  heavy  dispensation,  let  us,  with  our 
^  disconsolate  thoughts,  mix  those  joyful  ones  of 
^  bis  salvation.  We  may  weep  for  ourselves,  but 
**  he's  at  rest,  above  the  reach  of  evil. 

'*  It  was  his  daily  prayer,  that,  next  to  the  par- 
^'  don  of  his  sins,  God  would  give  him  an  easie 

passage;   and  God  was  pleased   to  hear  his 

prayer :  never  did  any  person  leave  the  world 

with  greater  inward  peace,  a  more  resigned 
''  mind,  with  less  struggle  and  discomposure,  and 

by  act  of  parliament,  passed  in  Ihe  reign  of  Car.  II.,  and  called 
"  Saint  Paars,  Covent  Garden.'*  The  parish  church  was  erected 
at  the  expense  of  Earl  William,  was  burnt  down  some  few  years 
tince^  and  the  present  church  erected  upon  the  site  thereof. 
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*'  with  moreasBurM  hopes  of  a  joyful  resurrection, 

"  tliaa  he  did.     His  lamp  of  life  was  not  blown 

"  out ;  the  oyl  wasted  by  degrees,  and  the  flame 

"  went  out.  Nature  was  quite  tired  and  spent,  and 

"  lie  fell  asleep.  But  whilst  his  hody  sleeps  in  the 

"  grave,  his  soul  is  returned  to  God,  that  gave  it, 

.*'  there  to  i-eceive  the  end  of  his  faith,  the  fruit) 

"  of  his  piety  and  charity,  ever  an  incorruptible 

*/  crown  of  life  and  glory.     Thetf  do  it  to  obtain  a 

"  corruptible  crown,  but  we  an  incorruptible.'" 

Thus  terminated  the  mortal  career  of  William 
Earl  of  BedfonI,  one  of  the  most  exalted, nniiable, 
and  benevolent  charactei-s  that  have  adorned  this, 
or  any  other  age  or  country. 

Francis  and  William,  Earls  of  Bedford,  bare. 
long  slept  within  the  narrow  limits  of  the  tombj 
but  the  services  they  have  rendered  to  the  B&I- 
ford  Level  have  left  impressed  upon  the  hearts  of 
fen-men  an  imperishahle  sense  of  gratitude  and 
affection,  which  the  author  hopes  will  descend 
from  generation  to  generation. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 
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Phenomena  of  the  Fens. — The  Soil. — Nature  of 
Turf. — Plants  and  natural  productions.  ^ —  Opi'^ 
mon  of  De  la  Pryme. — System  of  drainage. — 
Mills  and  steam  engines. — Mode  of  cultivation. 
Decoys. —  The  Meers. 

Before  we  proceed  to  inquire  into  the  laws  and 
eostoms  of  the  Bedford  Level  Corporation,  the 
daties  imposed  upon  its  members,  or  the  works 
more  especially  intrusted  to  their  care  and  mar- 
nagement,  it  will  not  be  unentertaining  to  the 
readers  of  this  work,  more  especially  to  those  who 
do  not  reside  within  the  precincts  of  the  Fens, 
to  notice  some  particulai's  of  a  country  so  little 
known,  and  yet  so  important  to  the  interests  of 
the  kingdom  at  large. 

Many  theories  have,  at  various  times,  been  ad- 
vanced, as  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  Fens  in 
the  early  and  middle  ages ;  but  in  fact,  there  is 
no  record,  no  history,  that  can  tend  to  elucidate 
the  subject;  nor  can  any  satisfactory  reasons  be 
assigned  for  certain  phenomena  peculiar  to  this 
country. 

VOL.  I.  2  E 
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t  One  remarkable  feature  of  the  Gtea^hKtAkfi 
that  Tery  large  tracts  were,  and  stiB  an,  covfrnfe 
with  a  thick  creat  of  tnrf.  Several  tfaouaaDdaaMK 
were  in  this  state;  bnt  theimproTementoffhifaiiJl 
age  has,  in  many  places,  altered  the  itaturc  of  Ibe 
ami,  and  induced  considerable  change  in  its  culti- 
TadoD. 

•  The  torf  consists  oS  a  congeries  of  the  routs  and 
fibres  of  about  forty  different  species  of  plants, 
AiMd  with  earthy  lAatter.  In  some  places  it  is 
vereral  yanh  in  depth,  in  others  only  a  few  inches. 

.  When  the  tnrf  ta removed,  a  natnral  mould  Is  dia- 
-Mrinintd,  ])artaking  of  the  nature  of  high-land ; 
and  persons  who  have  watched  the  progress  of  the 
labourers  in  the  Fens,  aver,  that  they  have  seen 
%he  land  beneath  the  tnrf  lying  in  ridge  and  fur- 
«Aw,  as  i^  before  the  tui-f  colkcted  upon  it,  it  had 
bfeea.vabmitted  to  the  highest  operations  of  hns- 
bandry.  At  an  early  period,  the  tnrf  in  its  oatu^ 
ral  state  was  so  soft  as  to  be  incapable  of  sapport- 
ing  the  weight  of  a  human  being.  A  pole  might 
with  ease  be  thrust  into  it  to  the  depth  of  several 
feet;  and,  indeed,  lu  times  of  more  recent  date, 
it  has  been  difficult,  owing  to  the  softness  of  the 
ground  in  certain  parts,  for  horses  to  work  thfe 
plough. 

It  is  a  property  of  tnrf  water,  to  preserve  fiwn 
decomposition  sabstances  deposited  in  it.  Ilie  li^ 
bonrs  of  the  inhabitants  ttf  the  Fens,  in  dig^ng 
amongst  the  tnrf,  are  often  rewarded  by  the  dis- 
covery of  the  trunks  of  large  trees  in  a  perfectly 
sound  state.    Firs  measuring  thirty  yaKls,  UhI 
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wks  measaring  five  feet  and  a  half  in  length,  and 
trees  of  other  descriptions,  as  well  as  large  qnan- 
tities  of  fir  apples  and  hazel  nuts,  have  been  found. 
In  the  moor  beds,  animal  substances  are  also  pre^ 
served.  When  deepening  the  Wisbech  River,  in 
the  year  ljS35,  the  workmen,  at  eight  feet  below 
the  then  bottom  of  the  river,  struck  on  another 
bottom,  hard  and  stony,  and  there  discovered,  at 
different  distances  from  each  other,  and  over-^ 
whelmed  with  silt,  seven  boats ;  which,  no  doubt^ 
Iia4  remained  thus  bedded  for  many  ages  past^ 
And  at  Whittlesey,  in  digging  through  the  moor, 
at  a  depth  of  eight  feet,  the  labourer  came  to  a 
perfect  soil,  and  swaths  of  grass  lying  thereon,  as 
if  it  had  been  newly  mown. 

The  circumstance  of  the  roots  of  trees  (found, 
as  before- mentioned,  in  great  numbers,  in  most 
parts  of  the  Level.)  standing  in  firm  ground  at 
considerable  depths  under  the  moor;  and  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  causey  extending  from  Denver 
to  Peterborough,  being  covered  with  a  moor  from 
three  to  five  feet  in  depth,  shew,  that  the  surface 
of  the  Level  is  now  much  higher  than  formerly. 

And  when  the  foundation  for  setting  down  the 
sasse  at  Salter's  Lode  was  being  excavated,  the  silt 
was  observed  to  be  ten  feet  deep:  immediately  next 
below  that,  the  workmen  found  firm  moor  of  three 
feet  in  thickness ;  then  bluish  gault,  which  they 
judged  to  have  been  silt  originally,  because,  being 
dry,  it  not  only  crumbled,  but  contained  within  it 
the  roots  of  reeds :  below  that  they  perceived  moor 
of  three  feet  thickness,  in  quality  much  firmer  and 
clearer  than  the  other ;  and  lastly,  they  found  a 
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whitish  clay,  supposed  to  have  been  the  origiiial 
natural  bottom  soil. 

.  The  famous  antiquary,  Sir  Robert  Cotton  de 
Bruce,  making  a  pool  at  the  skirts  of  what  was 
then  called  Connington  Down,  in  Huntingdon- 
shire, found  what  was  at  that  time  conjectured  to 
be  the  skeleton  of  a  large  sea  fish,  nearly  20  feet 
long,  lying  in  perfect  silt,  about  si)£  feet  below  the 
superficies  of  the  ground,  and  as  much  below  the 
present  Level  of  the  Fens.  And,  strange  to  say, 
the  skeleton,  by  continuing  so  long  in  that  kind 
of  earth,  had  become  quite  petrified. 

And  at  the  setting  down  of  Shirbeck  Sluice, 
near  Boston,  a  smith's  forge  was  found,  at  16  feet 
deep,  covered  with  silt,  together  with  (as  some 
,who  were  present  have  affirmed)  all  the  tools, 
borse-shoes,  and  other  things,  belonging  to  the 
smith.  To  which  may  be  added,  that  in  driving  the 
piles  for  securing  the  foundation  of  the  Great  New 
Sluice  set  down  at  the  month  of  the  New  Cut,  a 
little  above  Boston,  in  Lincolnshire,  in  the  year 
1764,  at  about  18  feet  deep,  under  the  then  pas- 
turage surface,  were  found  the  roots  of  trees 
standing  as  the  trees  had  grown,  some  of  which 
were  obliged  to  be  chopt  through,  to  afford  a  pas- 
sage to  the  piles.  In  some  other  parts  of  the  pit 
dug  for  laying  the  same  foundation,  at  about  an 
equal  depth,  small  shells  were  observed,  lying  in 
the  same  manner  as  they  are  now  often  seen  to  lie 
at  the  bottoms  and  sides  of  the  marsh  creeks. 

Even  in  modern  times,  many  subjects  of  curio- 
sity have  been  discovered  during  the  progress  of 
the  works  in  the  Bedford  Level.     In  excavating 


PHENOMENA  OF  THE  FENS,  ETC.  421 

the  rivers  under  the  autbority  of  the  Middle  Level 
River  Act  (passed  in  IblO),  hazel  nuts  and  fir  and 
other  trees  were  perceived  at  some  feet  below  the 
original  bed  of  the  river,  particularly  in  a  river 
near  Sawtry,  called  Monk's  Lode.  In  other  rivet's 
in  the  Middle  Level  were  found  spears,  shields,  and 
military  weapons;  and  in  deepening  the  river  near 
Ely  by  the  South  Level  commissioners,  so  lately 
as  last  summer,  a  very  antique  sword  was  found 
]Q  a  perfect  state  of  preservation.  This  sword  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  Thomas  Archer,  Esq.,  of 
Ely;  and  the  articles  discovered  in  the  Middle 
Level  rivers  are  preserved  by  Mr.  Cambers,  of 
Whittlesey.  Several  human  bodies  have  also  been 
disinterred,  the  remains  peihaps  of  unfortunate 
persons  lost  in  attempting  to  cross  the  fens  while 
in  their  nndrained  state. 

The  turf  moors  are  covered  with  such  plants 
as  the  heath,  ling,  and  fern.  The  myrica  gale^ 
plants,  and  natural  productions,  and  a  grass  with 
a  beautiful  white  tuft,  called  the  cotton  grass,  are 
found  in  abundance. 

With  respect  to  the  trees  that  have  been  found  ppmionofD* 

*■  la  riyme. 

in  the  turf  beds,  De  la  Pry  me,  the  celebrated 
antiquary,  already  mentioned,  entertains  a  double 
hypothesis.  Some  of  these  trees  have  their  fibrous 
roots  attached ;  others  have  been  cut  or  burnt 
down ;  ^ome  have  been  squared ;  others  bored 
through  ;  wedges  of  stone  or  iron  have  been  found 
in  some,  and  near  them  the  heads  of  axes  have 
been  discovered.  For  these  reasons  De  laPryme  is 
of  opinion;  that  most  of  them  have  been  purposely 
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cot  dawn^  and  that  the  fidl  of  those  trees  was  the 
praximate  caose  of  the  formatioo  of  the  turf.  For 
hriog^  along  the  groand,  they  obstnieted  the  ooaiss 
of  any  little  stream  which  might  be  near  thesi, 
and  also  the  reflux  which  might  collect  fiom  the 
overflowing  of  the  great  rivers ;  and  whatever 
earthy  matters  those  waters  brought  with  them 
would  remain,  and  form  a  s<m1  more  congenial  to 
the  less  useful  plants,  than  to  those  which  might 
minister  to  the  wants  of  man  or  beast.  These 
plants,  flourishing  and  decaying  in  regular  and 
unobserved  succession,  would  form,  with  fresh 
accessions  of  earthy  matter,  yearly  additions  to 
the  bed  of  turf,  till  it  arrived  at  the  state  in  wluch 
it  is  now  seen. 

His  second  hypothesis  is,  that  the  destruction 
of  the  forest  (for  the  trees  are,  in  parts,  so  nume- 
rous, that  they  most  when  standing  have  formed 
what  might  well  be  called  a  forest)  was  the  work 
of  the  Romans.  It  is  supposed,  that  they  were 
cut  down  to  deprive  the  Britons  of  the  shelter 
they  afforded,  and  to  destroy  the  fastnesses  from 
which  the  natives  were  accustomed  to  issue  in 
their  attacks  upon  the  Roman  stations.  Whether 
this  opinion  can  be  sustained,  or  not,  it  is  evident 
that  the  destruction  of  these  trees  must  be  referred 
to  a  very  remote  period ;  and  if  the  above  state- 
ments of  the  existence  of  the  marks  of  tools  upon  the 
trees,  and  of  the  presence  of  the  instruments  them- 
selves, can  be  relied  on,  we  may  very  fairly  infer, 
that  the  forest  did  not  perish  by  natural  decay. 
Few  trees,  if  any,  were  planted  here,  or  indeed  any 
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wbere,  in  the  midd}e  ages  of  our  histpiy;  yet 
Doofliaday  Book  shews  us,  tliat  there  was  in  the 
feoSt  98  iQ  other  parts,  that  species  of  country 
denominated  ^Iva  pascua. 

A  country  like  this,  as  might  be  expected,  was 
better  adapted  for  the  sports  of  the  field  than  for 
the  regular  operations  of  husbandly.  The  oppor- 
tunities it  aflforded  for  enjoying  the  pleasures  of 
booting,  fowling,  and  fishing,  were  unrivalled. 
The  fisheries  were  then  cultivated,  more  perhaps 
for  profit  than  for  pleasure.  At  a  time  when,  ow- 
ing to  the  strictness  of  a  religious  rule,  the  con- 
sumption of  fish  was  much  greater  than  at  present, 
the  fisheries,  whether  on  the  coast  or  the  inland 
lakes,  became  an  object  of  important  considera- 
tion. Of  fowling  we  have  fewer  particulars ;  yet 
it  is  evident,  that  aquatic  birds  must  have  de- 
lighted in  a  region  like  this ;  indeed,  most  of  this 
species  of  the  feathered  tribe  yet  abound  through- 
out the  Level,  although  their  numbers  are  greatly 
decreased  by  the  progress  of  draining.  It  is  not, 
however,  to  be  supposed,  that  the  whole  of  this 
district,  before  the  drainage,  was  either  rendered 
inhospitable  by  the  turf  and  the  water,  or  devoted 
to  the  mere  amusements  of  the  chace.  There  were 
Bimay  fertile  spots,  producing  grass  and  corn ;  and 
even  as  early  as  the  time  of  the  conquest,  a  con- 
siderable population  was  employed,  as  well  in 
agricnltural  pursuits  as  in  the  fisheries. 

It  being  intended  that  this  work  should  be  of 
a  practical,  rather  than  of  a  theoretical  character, 
to  prosecute  these  inquiries  further  has  been 
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deemed  unnecessary.  Indeed,  the  author  basnei* 
ther  the  requisite  time  nor  talent.  He  is  anxioos 
only  to  avoid  the  sin  of  omitting  any  subject  con- 
nected  with  the  country  of  which  he  treats:  and 
in  justice  to  himself  he  must  remark,  that  many 
discussions  have  already  been  introduced,  less 
with  a  view  of  offering  his  own  opinions,  than  of 
inciting  others  better  qualified  for  the  task,  to  a 
more  minute  investigation  of  subjects  at  once  so 
interesting  and  instructive, 
syitem  of  To  procccd.    The  system  of  drainage  has  under- 

gone, from  time  to  time,  very  beneficial  improve- 
ments. Some  time  after  the  passing  of  the  gene- 
ral drainage  act,  15  Car.  II,  the  Bedford  Level 
was  in  a  lamentable  state,  and  in  imminent  dan* 
ger  of  being  once  more  reduced  to  the  condition 
from  which  it  had  been  reclaimed  by  the  unpa- 
relleled  exertions  and  perseverance  of  Francis  and 
William  Earls  of  Bedford.  The  board  of  the  Bed- 
ford Level  corporation  have  had  to  encounter  the 
severest  trialsand difficulties.  Debts  accumulated; 
taxes  became  in  arrear.  Their  attention,  however, 
to  the  multifarious  and  arduous  duties  intrusted 
to  their  charge  did  not  relax;  but  their  burthens 
became  ultimately  too  weighty  to  be  borne,  with- 
out calling  upon  the  Level  at  large  to  exert  its 
every  energy  to  relieve  them  from  the  load  of  per- 
plexity and  danger  by  which  they  were  likely  to 
be  overwhelmed.  The  funds  of  the  corporation 
were  not  at  any  time  more  than  adequate  to  main- 
tain and  support  the  great  works  of  drainage, 
such  as  the  several  sluices,  bridges,  and  great  bar- 
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rier  banks ;  but  to  these  expenses,  and  the  annual 
salaries  of  its  officers,  was  soon  added  the  interest 
of  the  debt.  The  minor  works  throughout  the  Le- 
vel^ it  is  true,  were  then,  and  still  continue  to  be,  App.p.io6. 

AAA       •JQlC 

under  the  jurisdiction  and  control  of  the  corpo- 
ration. 

By  the  Lynn  Law  it  is  directed,  ^'  that  the  sytttm  of 
"  owners  of  the  adventurers'  lands  shall  divide  a^IT^io*- 
''  and  sever  their  lands  one  from  another,  unless 
they  shall  rather  desire  to  lie  undivided,  by  such 
safficient  partition,  dikes,  and  fences,  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  convey  or  carry  away  the  rain  water 
''  towards  the  great  drains,  and  that  such  parti- 
'^  tions  and  fence  dikes,  if  any  such  should  be  made, 
^*  shall  be  made  by  them  in  such  an  uniform  man- 
'*  ner  as  may  best  conduce  to  the  perfecting  the 
"  whole  work.*'  The  contract  of  Francis  Earl  of 
Bedford  extended  no  further  than  to  make  the 
lands  of  the  Level  ^'  summer  lands  ;'  and,  there- 
fore, little  notice  appears  to  have  been  taken  of 
this  direction.  In  fact,  the  adventurers  can  scarcely 
be  said  to  have  had  possession  of  the  proportions 
intended  to  be  set  out  as  a  recompense  for  the  ge- 
neral drainage.  By  the  pretended  act  (1649),  the  App.  ^  37i. 
original  contract  was  much  enlarged.  The  lands 
were  to  be  made  '*  winter  grounds."  The  adjudica- 
tion of  the  commissioners  at  Peterborough  and  Ely,  Ante,  p.  219. 
legalized  the  Saint  Ives  Law,  by  which  law  the  ad- 
venturers* lands  had  been  set  out  to  the  several  ad- 
ventarers.  Individual  interests  now  arose;  sales 
and  purchases  began  to  take  place;  and  cultivation 
assamed  a  more  settled  feature ;  and  had  the  ad- 
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venturers  fortunately  $idhered  to  a  natural  sj^Btem 
of  drainage,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  full 
and  complete  execution  of  the  contract  of  l^l« 
liam  Earl  of  Bedford  would  have  been  apparent  at 
the  present  day.  But  retrospects  are  painful.  Tbe 
natural  rivers  were  unimbanked;  the  artificial 
ones  began  early  to  grow  up ;  their  banks  were 
perfectly  inefficient.  In  short,  the  fallacy  of  tbe 
Vermuyden  system  was  discovered  when  it  was 
too  late  to  retrace  the  steps  of  those  who  had  been 
deceived  by  the  Dutch  adventurer.  The  system 
was  therefore  pursued ;  and  as  Mahomet  would 
not  go  to  the  mountain,  the  mountain  was  obliged 
to  come  to  Mahomet.  The  corporation  cooti- 
naed  to  struggle  under  the  most  appalling  diffi- 
culties. 
i>nuiiiige  bj         In  the  year  1678  it  appears,  that  in  conseqneaoe 

of  the  following  order,  made  at  the  April  meeting 
at  Ely  in  that  year,  their  attention  was  fi ret  di- 
rected to  the  artificial  system  of  draining  by  mills: 


Ordered,  that  for  the  better  and  speedier 
cleansing  and  scouring  of  draynes,  the  four  sur- 
veyors of  the  Level  do  forthwith  buy  each  of 
them  a  mill,  made  for  that  purpose,  and  pay  for 

"  the  same  out  of  the  money  allotted  for  their 

"  respective  Levels." 


it 


Tiie  mills  here  alluded  to  were  probably  small 
horse  mills,  set  upon  lands  nearest  the  river.  It 
does  not  appear  that  this  measure  was  productive 
of  any  great  good,  although  perhaps  it  gave  rise 
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the  general  expedient  of  artificial  drainage  aC^ 
wards  resorted  to  by  the  owners  and  ocenpiers 
the  Bedford  Level.  Yet  this  expedient  was  not 
opted  for  some  time ;  for  in  the  year  1699,  a  pe^ 
ion  was  presented  by  the  inhabitants  of  Chat- 
18^  setting  forth  the  damage  occasioned  by  the 
action  of  a  mill,  by  one  Green,  near  Slade  Lode, 
i  snob  mill  was  ordered  to  be  presented  by  the 
irt  of  sewers.  The  idea  of  draining  by  mills  had 
wever  excited  too  much  attention  to  be  easily 
idicated;  and  accordingly,  in  the  year  1703, 
find  mills  erected  by  Sylas  Ty  tus,  Esq.,  of  Ram- 
%  (the  then  owner  of  the  estates  now  possessed 
William  Henry  Fellowes,  Esq.,)  JohnDelaney, 
)Earl  of  Torrington,  and  others;  which  mills 
re  likewise  presented  at  a  court  of  sewers  as 
isances,  and  ordered  to  be  pulled  down.  The 
aseqoence  was,  these  parties  resorted  for  relief 
a  court  of  equity.  Bills  were  filed  against  the 
rporation  ex  officio^  and  against  several  of  its 
nponent  members.  The  following  answer  to 
Me  bills  must  be  interesting,  as  it  clearly  points 
t  the  grounds  of  the  dispute. 

^  The  joint  and  several  answers  of  Sir  Roger 
**  Jenyns,  knight,  John  Jenyns,  Henry  Ox- 
'^  burgh,  John  Walsham,  Malbon  Caryll, 
'^  esquires,  and  William  Cole,  gent.,  six  of 
^  the  defendants  to  the  bill  of  complaint  of 
^'  Sylas  Tytus,  Esq.,  John  Delaney,  the  right 
^'  honorable  the  Earl  of  Torrington;^  &c.,  com- 
<^  plainants. 
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These  defendants  saving,  &c.  They  sevefallf 
answer  and  say,  that  the  several  mills  in  the  bill 

* 

mentioned,  and  the  several  parcels  of  laod; 
whereupon  the  same  are  therein  likewise  menr 
'^  tioned  to  be  erected,  are  and  do  lie  within  tht^ 
compass  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  called 
Bedford  Level,  as  in  the  bill  is  charged.  AQ^i 
these  defendants  do  severally  believe^  that  Uw] 
"  several  complainants  may  be  severally  interest^; 
'^  ed  in  the  said  lands  and  mills,  as  in  their  said 
"  bill  of  complaint  they  have  set  forth ;  and  that 
'^  they  have  erected  the  said  mills  or  engines  OB 
^'  their  said  lands,  to  throw  off  water  from  the 
'^  same,  which  in  working  do  throw  or  cast  out 
'^  the  waters  in  such  manner,  and  into  snch  druoi^ 
rivers,  cutts,  and  outfalls,  by  name^  belonging  to 
the  governor,  bayliffs,  and  commonalty  of  the 
companyof  conservators  of  the  Great  Levell,  and 
to  be  kept  and  repaired  by  them,  as  in  the  said 
bill  is  sett  forth  :  But  as  to  the  late  or  present 
*'  conditions  thereof,  these  defendants,  for  greater 
"  certainty  as  to  the  truth  thereof,  do  severally 
"  crave  leave  to  refer  themselves  to  the  answer  of 
the  said  company  of  conservators,  defendants, 
in  like  manner  in  this  cause,  and  in  which 
*'  said  answer  these  defendants  were  all  included, 
"  (except  the  defendant  Henry  Oxburgli)  as  mem- 
bers of  the  said  company  of  conservators,  and 
have  therein  and  thereby  more  particularly  set 
*^  forth  the  same.  And  these  defendants  do  fur- 
'*  ther  severally  say,  that  they  know  not  how  far 
**  the  said  complainants  are  interested  in  the  said 
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•*  ^  lands  or  mills,  or  of  what  estates  they  are  seized ; 

-  ^  nor  do  these  defendants,  or  any  of  tbeui,  know 
**  whether  the  complainants,  or  any  of  them,  have 
'^  a  right  to  erect  on  their  said  lands  any  such 

••*  mills  or  water  engines,  or  any  mills  or  water  en- 

[^  gines  at  all,  as  by  their  said  bill  is  pretended ; 

'^**  but  do  conceive,  that  in  case  the  complainants 

-  ••  have  a  liberty  of  building  and  erecting  such 
;  *•  mills  and  water  engines,  yet  they,  the  said  com- 
*•**  plainants,  ought  not  by  any  means  to  work  or 
-«*  use  the  same  in  such  manner  as  they  have  lately 
-"  done,  to  the  prejudice  or  drowning  of  their 
■  *•  neighbours*  lands  adjacent,  on  pretence  of  se- 
"  ^  coring  their  own ;  but  that  they  ought  to  be 
"•  content  with  the  usual  way  of  draining  by  the 
c  '^  said  company  of  conservatoi's  of  the  said  Great 
'^  Level,  and  commissioners  of  sewers  for  the  same, 
***  constituted  and  established  (amongst  other 
<**  things)  for  that  purpose  by  the  act  of  parliament 
"**  of  the  15th  year  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  in 
*^  the  bill  and  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  to  ac- 
*'^  qaiess  in  their  judgments,  and  submit  to  such 
,*^  orders  as  they  shall  think  most  fit  and  necessary 

*  to  be  made  for  or  concerning  the  preservation 

*•*  of  and  public  good  of  the  said  Great  Level :  And 

•*  the  rather,  for  that  by  the  said  act  of  parlia- 

^'  ment,  in  the  bill  set  forth,  and  intituled  '  An  act 

"^  for  settling  the  draining  of  the  Great  Level  of 

*'  the  Fens  called  Bedford  Level',  the  adventurers 

'^  and  undertakers  of  that  great  work  of  draining 

-*^  are  made  a  body  politic  and  corporate  in  deed 

^  and  name,  and  to  have  succession  for  ever  by 
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'^  the  name  of  the  governor,  bayliffs,  and  commoit- 
^'  alty  of  the  company  of  conservators  of  the  Gmt 
'^  Level  of  the  Fens ;  which  said  governor,  bayMfls, 
'*  and  twenty  conservators,  duly  elected  and  chosen 
^*  out  of  the  said  commonalty,  or  any  five  or  moft 
**  of  them,  whereof  the  said  governor,  bayliffi,  and 
*'  their  successors,  or  any  of  them,  to  be  two,  aie 
*'  also  thereby  empowered  to  act  as  commis8H»- 
'^  ers  of  sewei-s  for  the  said  Level,  exclusive  of  sU 
'^  other  commissioners  of  sewers  for  ever ;  and,  ss 
^  commissioners  of  sewers,  to  judge  of  and  deter- 
'^  mine  which  drains  and  outfalls  are  most  neeei- 
^'  sary  for  the  public  benefit,  and  preservation  sf 
^'  the  whole  Great  Level  in  general;  as  by  thesMd 
act  of  parliament,  to  which  for  more  certaioty 
these  defendants  do  severally  refer  tfaemsdm^ 
more  fully  may  appear.    And  these  defeadwA 
**  further  severally  say,  that  they  do  believe,  tint 
**  if  the  complainants  would  use  their  said  lands 
**  for  pasture  or  suunner  crops  only,  as  well  as 
"  others  who  have  estates  thereto  adjoining  do, 
"  and  would  have  patience  to  let  the  waters  run 
"  off  by  the  common  drains  of  the  corporation, 
*^  their  said  grounds  would  be  as  well  drained  as 
"  the  grounds  of  these  defendants,  or  any  others 
"  within  the  said  Great  Level;  and  there  would  be 
no  such  necessity  for  their  erecting  or  working 
of  their  said  mills  (as  in  their  said  bill  they  p^^ 
tend  there  is);  neither  do  these  defendants  knoir 
*^  or  believe  the  said  complainants  are  under  any 
^^  necessity  at  all  of  erecting  or  using  their  said 
''  mills ;  nor  have  these  defendants  given  the  con- 
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^  plaiiittits  any  occasion  so  to  do  (a»  in  their  bill 
^  ia  89ggedted);nor  ou^t  the  complainants,  or 
^  aajr  other  owners  of  lands  within  the  said  Great 
f*'  Level  (as  these  defendants  conceive  and  are  ad- 
*'  vised)  to  erect  or  make  any  works  for  draining, 
^  at  their  own  wills  and  pleasures,  their  own  lands, 
**  to  the  damage  of  the  public  draining,  and  the 
^  prepidice  of  other  lands  adjacent,  upon  any  pre- 
^  tence  whatsoever ;  for  should  they  be  permitted 
^  «a  to  do,  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  commis^ 
'^moners  of  sewers,  or  the  said  corporation,  (as 
'^  these  defendants  do  conceive  and  believe,)  whose 
^  business  and  charge  it  is  to  preserve  the  whole 
^  Great  Level,  to  answer  the  great  trust  reposed 
^  in  tbem  for  that  end  and  purpose;  for  the  doing 
*'  whereof  great  sums  of  money  are  yearly  raised 
^  bgr  the  said  governor,  bayliifs,  and  conserva- 
^.  tors  of  the  said  Great  Levels  by  virtue  and 
*^  authority  of  the  aforesaid  act,  in  every  year; 
^  and  which  said  sums  of  money  do  some  years 
^  amount  to  the  sum  of  upwards  of  5000/.,  and 
'^  in  other  yeai-s  to  upwards  of  6000/.,  as  these 
^defendants  do  believe;  all  which  sums  of 
^  money  these  defendants  believe  are  duly  and 
'^finrly  applied  to  the  public  use  of  the  said  Great 
^  Level,  and  in  or  about  other  the  matters  requi- 
^  site  and  necessary  to  the  support  and  preserva- 
^  tion  thereof;  but  for  more  certainty  therein, 
^  these  defendants  crave  leave  likewise  to  refer 
^  themselves  to  the  answer  of  the  said  corpora- 
^  tioD,  other  defendants  in  this  cause,  and  in 
^  which  these  defendants  are  likewise  included 
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as  aforesaid^  and  also  to  the  books  and  proceed- 
ings  of  the  said  corporation  in  relation  thereto^ 
^^  to  which  the  complainants  may  have  resort 
^^  whenever  they  please.    And  these  defendants 
'^  further  say,  that,  there  having  been  great  riots 
'^  committed  within  the  said  Great  Lievel,  in  or 
*^  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  1698,  chiefly  occa* 
*^  sioned  by  the  complainants  working  their  said 
'^  mills,  to  the  great  damage  of  the  owners  and 
'^  land-owners  of  the  lands  adjacent,  (the  people 
^^  in  general  being  very  much  incensed  thereatj 
*^  these  defendants,  Sir  Roger  Jenyns,  knight, 
'^  John  Jenyns,  then  and  yet  baylifis  of  the  said 
company  of  conservators,  and  these  defendant^ 
John  Walsham,  Malbon  Caryll,  and  William  I 
*^  Cole,  then  and  yet  conservators  and  members  of 
*'  the  said  company,  and  this  defendant,  Henry 
^^  Oxburgh,  then,  but  not  at  this  time  a  conserva- 
tor or  member  of  the  said  company,  together 
with  the  other  defendant,  Richard  Marryott, 
**  then  and  yet  conservator,  and  the  other  defend- 
ant, Edward  Woodward,  then,  but  not  at  this 
time  a  conservator,  together  with  Ralph  Pier- 
son,  Esq.,  then  and  yet  baylifFof  the  said  com- 
pany, and  Lionell  Walden,  Esq.,  deceased,  then 
"  a  conservator,  then  being  all  commissioners  of 
^^  sewers  for  the  said  Great  Level,  did  meet  and 
"  act  at  the  town  of  March,  in  the  said  Great 
"  Level,  on  the  26th  day  of  March,  in  the  year 
**  of  our  Lord   1699;  at  which  court  Reginald 
"  Mitchell,  gent.,  Edward  Smith,  and  others,  ja- 
"  rors,  were  duly  returned  and  sworn  to  enquire 
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^  of  and  concerning  the  works  within  and  with* 
^^  out  the  said  Great  Level,  which  said  jurors  were 
*<  duly  elected  out  of  the  six  neighbouring  coun- 
^  tieSt  and  were  men  of  great  ability  and  worth, 
^  having  most  of  them  estates  of  inheritance 
^*  within  the  said  Great  Levels  and  having  little  or 
^'  no  adventure  lands,  but  were  summoned  from 
^  all  or  most  parts  of  the  said  Great  Levels  and 
^*  charged  upon  oath>  to  enquire  of  all  nuisances, 
''*  and  other  grievances  committed  within  the  said 
^^  Level,  enquireable  before  commissioners  of 
**  sewers ;  and  they  the  said  jurors  being  so  im* 
^  pannelled,  charged,  and  sworn,  did  (amongst 
^  other  things)  present,  that  there  then  was,  and 
^  for  four  years  last  past  had  been,  a  certain 
**  windmill  or  water  engine,  standing  near  to  a 
•*  certain  drain  or  river,  called  Whittlesea  Dike, 
**  then  in  the  occupation  of  Mi's.  Frances  Keat, 
"  widow,  (one  of  the  complaiuants,)  within  the 
'*  said  Great  Level,  which  had  raised  waters,  silt, 
**  slough,  and  other  matters,  into  the  said  Whit- 
'^  tlesea  Dike,  being  one  of  the  public  drains  in 
^*  the  said  Level,  so  that  by  reason  thereof  the 
**  same  drain  then  was  and  had  been  landed,  silt- 
^^  ed,  and  filled  up,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  said 
Level,  by  drowning  adjacent  lands,  the  hind- 
rance of  navigation,  and  the  continual  nuisance 
•*  of  the  land  owners  having  right  to  drain  their 
'^  waters  by  the  said  drain  and  rivers.  And  this 
^*  defendant,  Sir  Roger  Jenyns,  for  himself  fur- 
**  fher  severally  saith,  that  he  hath  not,  nor  ever 
**  had,  any  lands  near  Whittlesea  Dyke,  in  the  bill 
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*f  mentioned,  or  (hat  parte  of  the  said  fievil)^ 
^  Learn  that  adjoins  thereto,  as  in  the  said  bill 
-^  is  iiDti'uIy  suggested,  or  within  ten  or  fwel« 
**  miles  of  the  place  complained  of  in  the  bill,  to 
,%  be  stopped  up  by  a  sluice  in  BeviirsUiver.  And 
*  all  these  defendants  do  severally  deny,  that  the 
■^  said  sluice  was  not  so  sett  up  in  ticvjirg  Rtvcr, 
f*  for  the  bettering  only  of  some  or  any  of  tbcae 
,f':  defentkints*  lands,  as  in  the  said  bill  is  tintroljr 
.4;  suggested ;  for  that  tlie  same  was  so  doite  by, 
"^  the  order  of  the  said  corporation,  about  tweiltf* 
.^-  five  years  ago,  and  not  by  the  order  or  tlirectioB 
^  of  these  defendants,  or  any  of  them  these  d^ 
_**  fendants,  nor  any  of  them  being  then  meiaben 
*T  thereof;  To  which  said  order  of  ttie  corponh 
^  tion,  aud  the  answer  concerning  the  same,  ibew 
^defendants  crave  leave  to  refer  theiuselves.  Btrt 
"  these  defendants  do  severally  say,  that  tbcy 
"  these  defendants,  so  tar  as  they  have  beeB;eeii* 
"  cerned,  have,  to  the  utmost  of  their  abilitR&and 
*'  powers^  used  all  proper  means  for  preserring'tbt 
"  said  Level,  pursuant  to  the  great  deti^  aad-im 
"  tent  of  the  said  act  of  Idtb  of  King  Charles  tbt 
*'  Second ;  and  have  done  every  thing  to  the  besi 
*'  of  their  judgments,  skill,  uid  power,  for  tba 
"  common  good  of  the  said  Level,  in  discbai^of 
"  the  trust  reposed  in  theai  by  the  said  act,  witb* 
"  oat  having  any  respect  to  their  own  priviUa  iox 
*'  terest,  or  preservation  of  their  or  any  of  theiv 
"  own  lands  more  than  the  lands  of  others.  MA 
"  these  defendants  severally  deny^  that  they,  orany 
^  of  tbem,  have  bad  any  other  shares  or  allotmeiilB 
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^  oat  of  the  said  Gt'^t  Le vel,  other  than  part  of 

^^  the  83,000  acres  vested  in  the  said  corporation ' 

^  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  last  mentioned  act  of 

^^  parliament,  and  under  whom  these  defendants 

*'  claim  a3  participants,  or  otherwise.   And  these 

*'  defendants  do  believe  it  may  be  true,  but  with 

*'  all  do  conceive  and  are  advised,  that  it  is  not  at 

^^  all  material  whether  the  waters  issued  by  the 

^^  said  complamants'  said    mills    did   first  pass 

^'  through  the  complainants*  own  lands,  since  thdt 

'^  the  same  have  been  found  by  lawful  and  good 

^^  juries,  upon  their  oatbs,  to  be  nuisances,  and' 

^  prejudicial  to  the  lands  adjacent,  and  otherwise, 

^  as  aforesaid,  by  ov/^rfiowing  the  same.  And  these 

*i  defendants  further  severally  say,  that  they  do 

*^  not  know  or  believe,  that  there  have  been  any 

**  offers  made  to  them^or  any  of  them,  before  the 

^  exhibiting  the  said  bill  of  complaint,  to  try 

^  whether  the  complainants  have  such  right  to 

^^  work  and  use  their  said  mills,  as  in  and  by  the 

^  said  bill  is  pretended:  However,  these  defend* 

'^  ants  conceive  and  are  advised,  that  they  are  no 

^  wise  obliged  to  try  the  same;  nor  do  they  know 

^*  that  they  are  concerned,  as  private  persons, 

*^  whether  the  complainants  have  such  right  or 

^  no.    And  these  defendants  severally  deny,  that 

*^  they  have  ever  misapplied  any  sums  of  money, 

"  at  any  time  raised  pursuant  to  the  directions  of 

*'  the  said  last  mentioned  act  of  parliament,  or 

**  otherwise,  for  the  preservation  of  the  said  Le- 

"  vel,  nor  do  they  know  of  any  misapplication 

^*  thereof   And  further,  all  these  defendants  do 
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^^  severally  deny  all  the  confbinatioa  and  Gonfe'* 
"  deracy  unjustly  charged  upon  them  by  the  said 
bill;  and  humbly  pray  to  be  hence  dismissed, 
with  their  reasonable  costs  and  charges,  in  this 
^*  behalf  mo$t  wrongfully  had  and  sustained.*' 

This  document  has  been  selected,  as  detailing 
more  fully  than  the  official  answer  of  the  corpo- 
ration, the  motives  and  rules  of  action  in  relation 
to  this  important  subject,  by  which  the  board 
was  actuated,  in  concurrence  doubtless  with  the 
country  at  large. 

The* termination  of  the  suit  was  favorable  to  the 
corporation ;  and  for  some  time  the  system  of 
draining  by  mills  appears  to  have  been  abandoned. 

After  many  struggles,  the  Level  became  so  in- 
undated by  the  choking  up  of  the  interior  drains, 
the  defective  state  of  the  rivers  themselves,  and 
the  neglect  to  improve  the  outfalls  to  sea,  that  the 
corporation  found  it  impossible  to  resist  the  im- 
portunity of  the  country  to  resort  to  an  artificial 
system  of  interior  drainage ;  and  accordingly,  at 
a  board  held  at  Ely  on  the  9th  of  April,  1726,  the 
following  entry  appears  upon  the  books : 

"  Upon  reading  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants 

"  of  Haddenhani  and  Wiiburton,  in  the  Isle  of 

Ely,  setting  forth  that  the  Hundred  Foot  Bank, 

above  and  below  Earith,  being  so  low  that  it 

can't  contain  the  land  floods  within  the  Wash, 

"  and  that  the  said  banks  were  overflowed  twice 

"  last  year,  to  their  great  damage ;  and  that  they 
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are  apprehensive  the  whole  Level  is  in  danger 

of  loosing  its  outfalls  to  sea;  and  hearing  of 

a  project  carrying  on  for  turning  the  tlundred 

Foot  River,  which,  besides  the  great  charge 

thereof,  would  be  so  far  from  answering  the 

proposed  end,  it  would  contribute  much  to 

make  it  worse;  and  pray  that  the  said  banks  at 

Earith  may  be  raised  to  their  due  height;  and 

that  such  method  may  be  used  for  regaining  a  ^ 

general  outfall  as  shall  be  thought  convenient.** 

This  petition  was  soon  followed  by  the  sugges* 
tion  of  a  plan  of  private  drainage  by  legislative 
enactment.    An  application  was  made  to  parlia-* 
ment  in  the  ensuing  session,  and  gave  rise  to  the 
first  private  district  act  within  the  Bedford  Level.  Pint  printe 
It  18  entitled,  "  An  Act  for  the  effectual  draining  ^^"^X.' 
and  preserving  of  Haddenham  Level,  in  the  Isle  of 
Ely.**    From  this  period  may  be  dated  the  plan  of  DniMge  by 
draining  by  water  mills,  a  plan  which  has  been  ^ 
brought  into  universal  operation  throughout  the 
Level  until  nearly  the  present  period. 

The  state  of  the  corporation  funds  at  this  period 
led  to  a  measure,  the  adoption  of  which  could 
scarcely  have  been  contemplated;  namely,  the 
formation  of  each  of  the  three  Levels  into  an 
isolated  government,  with  powers,  independent 
of  the  corporation,  of  appointing  its  own  gover- 
nors and  officers,  raising  taxes,  and  expending 
its  amount  in  internal  works  of  drainage,  with 
power  also  of  borrowing  money  upon'  credit  of 
those  taxes.  It  must,  however,  be  alwavs  rcmcm- 
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Itered,  that  notwithstanding  these  local  Jicts,  tlic 
entirety  of  the  rights  of  the  Bedford  Level  corpo- 
ration la  preserved  in  as  ample  a  manner  as  if 
those  acts  themselves  had  not  been  passed ;  and 
consequently,  the  general  control  of  the  corpora- 
tion is  not  in  any  degree  abridged.  But  the  mea- 
sure itself  relieved  the  corporation  from  consider- 
«bte  liabilities. 

The  artificial  system  of  drainage,  under  the  au- 
thority of  local  district  acts,  by  the  means  of 
water  engines,  may  be  thus  explained:— Certain 
proprietors  of  any  given  quantity  of  land,  agree 
to  apply  to  parliament  for  a  local  act  (which  was 
originally  considered  to  be  a  measure  in  aid  of  the 
funds  of  the  Bedford  Level  corporation).  The 
boundary  is  set  forth,  and  subdivision  dikes  are 
made,  for  draining  the  estate  of  each  owner. 
These  division  ditches  empty  themselves  into  a 
main  drain,  cut  at  the  general  expense  of  the 
ownera,  (commonly  called  the  Mill  draiD,)'ad 
run  through  the  whole  district,  vfaicb  is  embudb- 
ed  all  around  by  a  mound  of  earth,  raised  Bta 
height  proportioned  to  the  quantity  of  iHter 
required  to  be  excluded.  The  mill  drain  ttrWi- 
nates-at  one  end,  n«8r  a  rifer,  npon  the  bularW 
i^hicb  the  water  mil)  is  erected,  aadtbn^  bjf 
means  of  a  circular  wheel,  the  water  wlAeh  hii 
found  its  way  into  the  milt  drain,  is  thnnniAatai 
thence  into  the  rirer,  whence  it  passes  tbtbe«at» 
fell,  and  wiwards  to  sea.  The  number  of  ■ 
each  district  depends  of  wavtK  upon  its  i 
and  the  bead  or  quantity  of  water  required  'to^bs 
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discharged.  This  artificial  system  has  continued 
ibr  many  years ;  but  in  modern  times,  the  great 
improvement  in  the  general  or  exterior  drainage 
of  the  country,  (the  particulars  of  which  will  he 
noticed  hereafter,)  has  led  to  many  practicfil 
advantages.  The  firat  plan  adopted  in  this  re« 
^pect,  was  the  erection  of  what  are  termed  ^'  Double  TyoMt  uhm. 
lifts  I  that  is,  first,  one  large  mill  is  erected  near 
ihe  main  river,  and  then  a  smaller  one  at  some 
distance  behind :  the  one  mill,  by  first  raising  the 
wdter  from  the  mill  drain  a  certain  height,  and  in 
Certain  quantities,  lessens  what  is  called  the  head 
of  water  to  be  thrown  by  the  fii*st  mill,  and  finally 
gl^atly  facilitates  its  operation. 

Within  a  short  period,  a  still  further  improve*  Draioagaby 
ment  has  taken  place,  by  the  erection  of  steam  '***"  ^"^^^™^' 
engines.  Their  capability  of  throwing  out  water 
fit  all  times  when  required,  gives  them  an  advan-* 
toge  over  water  engines,  which  cannot  work  with- 
out wind,  and  of  course  very  serious  consequences 
fnay  occur  before  a  favorable  wind  can  be  en- 
f  ured.  Water  mills  are  very  numerous  throughout 
the  Level ;  but  only  five  steam  engines  have  been 
hitherto  erected ;  one  in  Borough  Fen,  near  Thor** 
p^y,  in  the  North  Level ;  one  in  West  Fen,  near 
March,  in  the  Middle  Level ;  two  in  Little|)ort 
Fen,  near  Ely ;  and  one  in  SwaflTham  and  Bot- 
tisham  district,  upon  the  banks  of  the  Cam,  near 
Clayhithe  Sluice;  the  three  last  of  which  are  in 
the  South  Level.  A  general  opinion  prevails, 
(hat  the  system  of  draining  by  steam  engines  will 
continue  to  be  prosecuted  ;  but  this  will  necessa- 
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rily  depend  raucli  upon  the  finances  of  the  res|« 
tive  districts.  Many  intelligent  fen-men,  bowevei^ 
indulge  the  hope  of  acquiring  a  oatiiral  drainage, 
when  the  operation  of  the  great  wurks  of  drninage 
now  undertaken,  in  a  jrreater  or  less  degree  in  all 
the  three  Levels,  can  he  I'lilly  ascertained.  The 
author  e;innot  rank  himself  among  the  nnntbor 
of  these  sanguine  personages.  Nature,  onceabi 
doned  to  the  intricacies  of  art,  nerer  resauies  I 
empire  to  her  wonted  extent. 

Having  thua  endeavoured  to  explain  to  the  id 
experienced  and  non-resident  fen-raan,  the  way  11 
which  the  interior*  drainage  of  the  country  1 
carried  on,  we  will  now  proceed  to  ranie  reinai 
upon  the  mode  of  cultivation. 

Of  late  years,  owing  to  the  great  improvcmei 
in  the  general  drainage  of  the  Fens,  the  mode>d 
iltivation  I  ne  considerable  elian^ 

a  change  highly  beneficial  both  to  owner  and  ( 
cupier.  Formerly  oats  and  cole-seed  were  the  cbief 
productions  of  the  Fens;  but  nothing  can  aflfotd 
more  satisfactoiy  evidence  of  the  great  alteratiea 
for  the  better,  effected  in  this  important  coDUtry, 
.than  the  fact,  that  wheat  is  now  regularly  bowd 
throughout  the  Level,  instead  of  spring  cropping. 

In  the  neighhonrhood  of  Upwell,  near  Wished, 
tbe  cultivation  of  flax  and  hemp  was  very  genera^ 
but  has  lately  been  on  tbe  decline.    It  cannot  be 


*  Tbe  great  and  exterior  works  of  drainage  under  the  coii^ 
Irul  and  directiun  of  the  corporation,  will  be  csplafned  lAak 
HFC  consider  the  effect  of  the  works  bclongiag  to  that  boaij. 
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otpected,  that  the  author  should  lay  down  any 
specific  rules  for  cultivation:  like  other  lands 
throughout  the  kingdom^  the  mode  varies  ac- 
cording to  the  quality  and  nature  of  the  soil.  His 
object  is,  to  give  strangers  an  idea  of  so  important 
a  subject.     The  ancient  method  of  management  ,  ^ 

of  black  fen  land,  or  turf  moor,  was,  to  divide 
the  farm  into  five  or  six  fields :  In  the  first  year 
to  pare  the  land  vnth  a  plough,  place  the  earth 
in  small  heaps,  burn  those  heaps,  spread  the  ashes> 
(which  act  as  a  powerful  manure^)  plough  the 
whole  over,  and  sow  the  land  with  rape  or  cole- 
seed, which  the  cultivator  sometimes  allows  to 
stand  for  seed,  but  more  generally  feeds  off  with 
sheep.  The  second  year,  the  land  is  sown  with 
oats  ;  the  third,  with  wheat,  and  laid  down  with 
proper  seeds ;  and  then  continues  three  or  four 
summers  in  grass,  according  to  the  number  of 
fields  into  which  the  farm  is  divided  ;  after  which 
it  will  be  again  fit  to  undergo  the  course  already 
stated.  Some  persons  permit  a  third  of  the  whole 
farm  to  be  under  plough ;  others,  a  greater  pro- 
portion. Some  poor  lands  are  burnt,  and  sown 
with  wheat  upon  the  ashes;  then  with  barley; 
and  laid  down  with  seeds,  comprising  generally 
certain  quantities  of  rye-grass,  and  red  and 
white  clover,  lamb-tongue,  andtresfoil;  the  quan- 
tity sown  depending  upon  the  quality  of  the  land. 
This  plan  frequently  produces  a  good  herbage  the 
first  year.  But  of  course  the  reader  understands^ 
that  the  mode  of  cultivation  must  inevitably  vary 
with  the  different  natures  of  the  soil  throughout 
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the  Fens ;  sometimes,  for  instance,  beans  or  colfc- 
seed  continue  for  a  crop  in  lieu  of  oats. 

The  great  improvement  in  the  g-eneral  drainage 
has  introduced  the  system  of  summer  faltuwa.  Ad 
entirely  new  plan  of  management  is  now  becoming 
very  general,  namely,  what  is  termed  "  cluying 
the  land."  This  mode  of  niaaagement  is  so  very 
modern,  that  the  anthor  finds  some  difficulty  in 
giving  an  accuratp  description  of  its  siogular 
process.     The  lai  dug  into  pits  about  three 

feet  three  inches  wid  and  two  feet  deep,  more  or 
less,  according  to  the  liscovery  of  the  clay  ;  and 
these  pits  are  about  eleven  yards  distant  from  each 
other.  The  top  soil  i  aid  by  the  side  of  the  pit; 
the  clay  is  then  du  ,  and  thrown  over  the  sur- 
face of  the  land:  after  which,  the  pits  are  ogaiu 
d  with  the  top  soil,  and  the  whole  field  plough- 
iver,  and  put  into  a  state  for  cropping.  The 
cost  of  this  mode  of  cnltivation  is  extremely 
heavjtt  bat  very  sanguine  expectatioDs  at»  foroKfl 
of  the  most  sacc«KfiU  results.  The  charge  Wf 
ries,  of  eonrse,  according  to  the  depth  of  Ibeuli^ 
be)«w  the  sur&ce  t  at  the  distance  above,  uttStii 
wt  may  state  it  to  be  2i,  per  acre.  The  otgeoili 
to  ^n  solidity  ta  the  land;  bai  it  H  tat  H^ 
rleffce'to  prore,  wiKtber  the  heavier.ADil  wJtt^JNl 
fdfeei^^badc  before  the  induetnoiuoatoeMlM 
reap  the  ro«?utl  of  the  expense  he  to  I  hue  inH] 
Voidably  incarred'  One  beDefitsal  eflGsct,  u 
edlfi  arisee  fratn  tfae.tneaaDref^h».empi 
iirth^poor,  -  Tti«fk)tlowing:fc£ter,  i^ohi^«i#» 
ixnify  appeared,  fs  rasectcd  m.tliH.voiii.i)ate 
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fiM^  without  regard  to  its  literary  merits,  as  it 
throws  some  light  upon  this  novel  and  intere&ting 
lobject. 

^^  Sir, 
-^  As  work  for  the  poor  forms  one  of  the  most 
'^  important  considerations  of  the  day,  a  subject 
"  unqnestionably  deserving  the  best  attention  that 
"  can  be  given;  no  one  need  fear  submitting  hts 
^  ideas ;  because  the  subject  is  at  once  laudable 
^  and  praneworthy,  even  if  carried  only  to  an  ex- 
V  tent  local  circumstances  and  means  the  country 
^  in  which  we  live,  possess. 

•  ^'  We  have  long,  too  long,  witnessed  tbe  nature 
**  of,  and  unsatisfactory  employment  of  the  poor 
^  man,  the  patience  with  which  he  works  and  re- 
^  oeives  the  miserable  dole  for  his  labour,  only 
'^•marking  discontent  by  a  pensive  glance,  and 
^  ealculating  with  unerring,  but  fearful  correct- 
**  neas,  how  the  wants  of  his  poor  family  are  to 

*  be  sustained  during  the  ensuing  week«  Here^ 
^  necessity  keeps  back  the  sixpence  which  for- 
^  merly  he  would  spare,  forming,  with  others, 
^  alike  mindful  with  himself,  the  fund  towards 
<<  which  he  could  look  with  confidence  and  plea- 
'*  sure,  and  draw  from  it  comfort  in  distress*  Ex- 
^'  daded  thus  by  poverty  (the  original  inventor) 
.'*  from  institutions  reputable  to  a  British  labourer, 
^  be  ia  obliged  to  send  bis  poor  supplicating  wife 

^  to  the  parish  overseer  for  relief,  scantily  given ; 

*^-  the  support  he  requires  is  withbehU  continuing 

**  him  still  upon  the  bed  of  sickness. 
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"  I  am  nut  a  theory  man,  dmwing  fancied  pic 
tares ;  as  a  practical  nmn  do  I  speak,  and  can 
prove,  if  proof  is  required,  tbe  truth  of  what  is 
stated;  but  to  produce  a  different  orderof  things 
with  reference  to  the  subject,  and  improve  Ibe 
poor  man's  condition,  is  the  olyect,  and  my  aim. 
I  should  like  to  see  introduced  a  system  of  ein< 
ployuient,  that,  not  like  a  road  disencumbered 
of  the  snow;  is  again  immediately  covered,  and 
no  trace  left  of  what  had  been  done :  a  descrip- 
tiou  of  labour  new  in  its  kind,  and  benefiting 
the  employer  and  the  employed;  tbe  tieighbour- 
liood  improving  tbe  habits  and  degenerated  mo- 
rals of  the  poor,  rendering  poaching,  by  re- 
ducing tbe  cause,  far  less  tempting.  With  tbose 
advantages,  another  will  consequently  folioir, 
and  has  taken  placi  in  a  parish  in  Huntiog- 
donsbire;  a  considerable  reduction  of  the  poor- 
rates,  the  poor  carrying  the  smile  of  content- 
ment, meeting  those  with  respect  and  esteem 
whom  Providence  has  placed  above  him;  feel' 
ing  that  reciprocal  obligation  towards  each 
other,  which  mark  the  cheering  hope,  and 
brings  to  mind  days  that  are  gone.  But  to 
the  point.  From  drainage, — and  here  let  me 
thank  those  zealous  promoters  who  have  dtHte 
so  much  service  to  a  country,  which  may  be 
said,  and  I  believe  very  justly,  to  rank  wiA 
many  counties  more  favoured  by  nature, — 
we  have  a  generous  soil,  requiring,  it  is  tru^ 
some  attention ;  good  roads,  fairrivers,  and,  last 
not  least,  a  mine  of  wealth  below,  or,  speak* 
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'V  ihg  more  fenman-like,  a  bed  of  clay,  of  which 

**  twenty*five  years  back  we  knew  nothing.    It  is^ 

'^  sir,  to  this  rich  and  wealthy  bed  of  clay  I  am  so 

**  earnest  and  anxious  to  draw  the  care  and  atten^^ 

*'  tion  of  the  agriculturist:  nature  seems  to  have 

•^  laid  it  for  our  use,  and  at  a  time  when  to  relieve 

"  the  distress  that  pervades  the  countiy,  is  cer- 

'^  tainly  most  inviting.  It  is  almost  needless  to  say 

**  to  my  brethren^  clay  is  found  in  every  part  of 

^^  the  fens,  at  the  depth  of  3,  4,  5,  and  6  f(fet> 

^^  which,  when  mixed  with  the  poorest  soils,  pro- 

^^  dace  an  increased  quantity,  and  greatly  im- 

"  proved  quality,  of  every  kind  of  corn,  particu- 

*'  larly  wheat.     I  venture  to  assert,  that  on  any 

^^  given  number  of  acres,  double  the  quantity  of 

^*  the  latter  may  be  grown,   than  if  it  had  no% 

"  been  clayed.    The  grass  seeds  generally  sown  .    .,.i 

^^  on  wheat  are  improved  beyond  calculation^ 

^'  both  as  respects  quality  and  ability  to  carry 

^'  stock,  and  in  the  same  ratio  adds  generally  to 

^^  the  benefit  of  the  farm.    Claying  is  done  by 

^^  catting  parallel  trenches,  10,  11,  and  12  yards 

^^  from   each  other;  36,  40,  and  sometimes  48 

^^  inches  wide  ;  out  of  which,  after  sinking  down, 

"  is  cast,  equally  divided,  two  draws  or  two  feet 

^^  of  clay,  giving  about  400  cart  loads  to  the  acre ; 

"  for  this  work  is  paid  40,  50,  and  60*.  per  acre ; 

^^  (may  I  ask,  can  an  acre  of  land  be  manured  for 

^*  less?)  enabling  the  labourer  to  earn  12*.  to  14*. 

^  per  week,  besides  what  his  wife  and  family  may, 

*•  by  spreading  the  clay.    Its  weight  and  texture, 

^'  mixed  with  the  fen  soil,  gives  what  it  wants, 
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"  solidity,  and  reduces  the  moor.  By  an  adop- 
"  tion  of  an  employment  which  I  bave  endea- 
"  voured  but  faintly  to  explain,  of  the  bcnefidal 
"  results  there  can  be  no  doubt.  It  improves  the 
*'  interest  of  the  landlord,  the  property  of  the 
"  tenant,  and  condition  of  the  poor  man.  Thus 
"  actuated  have  I  ventured  in  giving  these  re- 
"  marks,  with  an  assurance  that  your  readersviU 
*'  not  attribute  to  me  motives  of  a  diflerent  chat-  I 
'*  racter. 

"  I  am,  sir, 

"  Your  very  obedient  servant, 

**  H.  W." 

The  process  of  turf  digging  will  be  advertedttf 
in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  work. 

Amongst  other  subjects  of  curiosity,  we  onst 
not  omit  some  notice  of  the  "Decoys,"  or  reoepts^ 
cles  for  catching  wild  fowl.  There  are  four  of 
these  places,  namely,  one  in  Borough  Fen,  rear 
Thorney,  the  property  of  Sir  Culling  Smith,  Bart.; 
another  in  Holme  Fen,  near  Stilton,  Ihe  property 
of  the  trustees  of  the  late  Captain  Wells  ;  and  a 
third  at  Lakenheath,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  the 
property  of  M'^illi.im  Eagle,  Esq.  It  is  supposed, 
that  decoys  were  in  former  times  much  more  nu- 
merous. One  was  originally  formed  in  the  edgeof 
the  Fen  at  Chatteris,  but  no  vestige  of  it  remains, 
except  the  wood  by  which  it  was  surroanded,and 
which  is  called  "  Coy  Wood"  at  this  day.  These 
decoys  are  generally  formed  by  pools,  surrounded 
by  wood,  and  braucbtng  oiT  from  them  are  small 


cbaoneb  or  ditches,  called  ^*  Pip^.*'  At  the  time  of 
eatebing  the  fowls,  these  pipes  ai-e  covered  over 
with  nets,  which  rest  on  hoops,  and  are  terininat- 
ed  by  a  drawing  net.  Into  these  the  wild  fowl  ai'e 
enticed  by  various  devices;  but  the  usual  models 
by  means  of  a  decoy  duck^  trained  for  that  pur- 
pose.  This  bird  is  taught  to  obey  the  whistle 
of  the  decoy-man,  who  tempts  it  to  swim  up  the 
trapping  tunnel,  when  he  sees  a  number  of  wild 
fowk;  these  following  the  tame  one,  and  being 
led  into  the  channel,  are  then  inclosed,  and  ulti- 
mately taken  by  the  net.  Sometimes,  however, 
from  their  extreme  shyness  and  caution,  the  tame 
duck  does  not  succeed  in  trepanning  others :  in 
snch  cases,  the  decoyman  employs  a  small  dog, 
which,  by  swimming  about  amongst  the  rushes  and 
neds,  and  alarming  the  wild  fowl,  drives  tbeomp 
tbe  mouth  of  the  net.  The  decoy  should  be  sur« 
rounded  by  not  less  than  forty  or  fifty  acres  of 
land,  well  planted,  in  order  to  preserve  tbe  place 
quiet.  The  general  season  for  working  the  decoy 
Is  from  the  end  of  the  month  of  October  to  the 
month  of  February.  These  decoys  are  considered 
very  lucrative  concerns ;  indeed,  tbe  quantities  of 
fowl  sometimes  taken  almost  exceed  belief. 

At  the  time  of  the  original  drainage,  under  tbe  Mcen. 
Lynn  Law,  it  was  enacted,  ^^  That  meeres,  meer 
<<  grounds,  poles,  and  lakes,  and  such  grounds  as 
^  aball  according  to  art,  and  by  the  approbation 
'^  of  the  commissioners,  be  left  for  forelands  and 
^*  receptacles  of  waters,  shall  not  be  accounted  to 
^^  be  such  grounds,  as  the  said  E^rl,  by  his  agree-* 
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*'  inent,  should  drain,  nor  shall  be  accounted  any 
"  part  of  these  g^pounds  by  or  out  of  which  he  is 
"  to  have  recompence  from  the  said  work."  This 
was  certainly  a  most  injurious  system,  and  ftnugbt 
with  great  danger,  inasmuch  as  it  always  placed 
the  country  at  the  nieicy  of  a^Iarge  quantity  of 
water,  at  considerable  distances  from  the  outfulls; 
although  it  cannot  be  denied  that,  by  acting  m 
reservoirs,  upon  pressure  of  flood,  the  mccrs  have 
sometimes,  (but  not  of  late  years,)  presented  a 
breach  of  bank  ;  particularly  when  all  thedistrict 
mills  were  pumping  the  waters  into  the  rivers  cMi- 
nected  with  the  meers,  the  sinices  below  being 
prevented  from  running  by  the  pressure  of  the  np* 
land  floods  down  the  Hundred  Feet  River. 
.  There  were  originally  many  of  these  meers  in 
different  parts  of  the  Level ;  several  are  now  drain- 
ed,and  become  firm  land:  for  instance,  Ben>rkk 
Meer,  near  Ramsey,  now  the  propcrtyof  Mr.  Isaac 
Ibberson;  and  Sohara  Mcer,  now  belonging  to  the 
very  respectable  family  of  the  Grangers,  of  Strea- 
tham,  near  Ely,  by  whom  the  same  was  purchased 
from  the  trustees  of  the  late  Marquess  of  Towns- 
bend. 

Amongst  the  meers  that  yet  remain  nndrained, 
Whittlesey  Meer  is  the  most  extensive.  This 
most  spacious  fresh  water  lake  in  the  southern 
part  of  Great  Britain,  on  which  have  been  ex- 
hibited several  regattas  and  ice-boat  sailings, 
is  about  six  miles  from  the  town  of  Whittle- 
sey, situated  at  the  extremity  of  the  county  of 
Cambridge,  and  on  the  north  side  of  the  county 
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of  Hantingdon^  about  thirty-eight  miles  west  of 
the  German  Ocean^  six  miles  down  the  Nene,  from 
the  city  of  Peterborough,  and  two  miles  and  three 
qnarters  east  from  Stilton.  Its  surface  covers 
1570  square  acres^  and  it  is  eight  miles  and  three 
quarters  in  circumference.  It  abounds  in  a  great 
variety  of  water  fowl,  and  the  following  species  of 
fish,  (viz.,)  pike,  perch,  carp,  tench,  eels,  bream, 
chub,  roach,  dace,  gudgeons,  minnows,  &c.  In 
the  summer  months  this  lake  is  visited  by  many 
of  the  nobility  and  gentry  from  various  parts.  At 
times  it  is  said  to  be  violently  agitated  without  any 
visible  cause.  It  is  fed  by  the  surplus  waters  of  a 
vast  tract  of  upland  country  on  their  passage  to 
the  sea.  An  attempt  to  trace  the  origin  of  this 
beautiful  and  extensive  piece  of  water  would  prove 
fruitless,  and  at  best  would  terminate  in  conjec- 
ture and  obscurity;  but  its  antiquity  and  import- 
ance are  shewn  by  the  authority  of  Doomsday 
Book,  and  by  its  having,  so  early  as  A.  D.  664, 
been  granted  by  Wolphere,  king  of  Mercia,  to 
his  new  founded  monastery  of  Medehamstead 
(now  Peterborough).  This  monastery,  on  its  de- 
struction by  the  Danes,  in  870,  reverted  to  the 
crown. 

Doomsday  Book  mentions,  that  the  abbot  of* 
Ramsey  had  one  boatsgate  in  his  own  right,  and 
a  second  boatsgate,  which  he  held  of  the  abbot 
of  Thorney,  with  two  fisheries  and  one  virgate 
of  land.  The  abbot  of  Thorney  had  two  boats- 
gates. 

In  1607,  Henry  the  Seventh  granted  the  office  of 
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keeper  of  the  swaTiery  on  the  raeer  of  I^avid 
for  the  term  of  SL'veii  yeara. 

In  165'2,  Charles  the  Second  granted!  to  Eilward 
Earl  of  Sandwich  the  office  of  maiiter  of  the  RWans 
within  (he  whole  kingdon),  and  also  tlie  oilice  of 
bailiff  or  keeper  of  Whittlesey  Meer.  The  lord  of 
the  manor  has  a  right  to  snninioil  the  fisheriueo 
(or  fenny  fcrnes)  to  his  two  courts,  heldcn  at 
Holme ;  when  presentments  ai'e  made,  uud  liis 
bailiff  proves  t-he  nets  with  a  brazen  mesh  pin  ;  ami 
on  being  found  under-sized,  he  is  at  liberty  to  lake 
a  fine,  or  destroy  them  :  the  loill  is  also  entitled  tfl 
fines  and  forfeitures,  with  othci*  ntanorial  cigfitik^ 
The  present  rights  of  fishing  are  as  follow  :  ' 
The  trustees  of  the  late  William  Wells,  Esq. 
lord  of  Glatton,  with  Holme,  eleven  boatsgaUA 

Lord  Say  and  Sele,  lord  of  Farcctt,  one,  odcI  K 
privote  fishery. 

The  church  of  Peterborough,  two. 
The  late  Earl  of  Carysfort,  one. 
There  are  «tber  small  meets  in  the  B«i£fabo»r- 
I1004I,  as  Brick  Meer,  I5gg  Meer,  Ramsey  Mefr, 
&o.,  wbidi  belong  to  WUIiam  Henry  Fet|op«ii( 
Esq.,  and  also  a  small  meer  in  Yasley,  wfaiob^ 
longed  to  the  late  Lord  Carysfort. 

Mr.  GoUiome,  in  the  year  1777,  TWEit  tbrnufgli 
Wbitllesey  Meer,  aod  on  Bouodiog  it,  fpvodtjbs 
bottom  ID  geoeral  very  even*  wttb  lour  fe«(.m4  ^ 
half  of  vatei*,  and  two  feet  of  mud  under  It.  fio- 
thing  cut  be  more  ea^  than  the  comfileate  dinMl^>0A 
of  this  meer. 
The  contents  of  thin  chapter  will  perhiB^  be 
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considered  Bomewhat  miscellaDeous :  the  author 
can  only  repeat,  that  he  is  desirous  not  to  omit  any 
subject  of  interest,  curiosity,  or  instruction,  relat* 
ing  to  the  Bedford  Level ;  and  when  he  treats  of 
matters  forei^  to  his  habits  and  acquirements,  he 
throws  himself  upon  the  indulgence  of  his  readers. 
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Boundary  of  the  Bedford  Level. ^Constitatwn  t 

the  corporation. — Distinction  between  corpora- 
Horn  by  statute  and  by  charter. —  Constituent 
parts  of  the  corporation. —  The  select  body  from 
the  foundation  to  the  last  election. —  The  election 
of  the  Corporation. —  Their  power  to  purchase, 
hold,  and  dispose  of  lands.  Their  corporate  as- 
semblies.— Meetings  of  the  select  body.—  Revival, 
—  Coiifirmation  and  dissolution  of  the  corporation. 

The  bouDdary  of  the  Bedford  Level,  as  set  forth 
in  the  general  act,  (15  Car.  II.,)  is  readily  traced 
at  the  present  day.  It  extends  over  more  than 
300,000  acres  of  land  ;  and,  as  already  stated,  is 
situated  in  six  counties,  viz.,  Northampton,  Nor- 
folk, Suffolk,  Lincoln,  Cambridge,  and  Hantiog- 
don,  and  in  the  Isle  of  Ely. 

It  is  a  remarkable  feature  in  the  constitution  of 
the  Bedford  Level  corporation,  that,  diflferingfrom 
the  generality  of  corporations,  it  is  founded  by 
statute,  t.  e.,  by  the  three  estates  of  the  realm,  and 
not  by  charter,  and  the  fiat  or  favour  of  royalty 
only. 
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The  distinction  between  the  two  kinds  of  cor^  DUtineUon  be- 

.  tween  corpon- 

porations  is  important.  When  it  is  intended  to  tiooB  by  sutute 
establish  a  corpomtion,  and  to  invest  it  with  "^  ^^ 
powers  or  privileges  which^  by  the  principles  of 
the  common  law,  cannot  be  granted  by  the  king*s 
charter,  recourse  must  be  had  to  the  aid  of  an 
act  of  parliament ;  as  if  it  be  intended  to  grant 
the  power  of  imprisonment,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Kyd^^VoUL  ' 
college  of  physicians ;  or  to  confer  an  exclusive  ^* 
right  of  trading,  as  in  the  case  of  the  East  India 
Company;  or  to  erect  a  court,  with  power  to  pro* 
ceed  in  a  manner  diflferent  from  the  common  law, 
which  is  the  case  of  the  vice-chancellor's  court  in 
the  two  universities.  But  it  has  been  well  ob- 
served, that  most  of  those  statutes  which  are 
usually  cited,  as  having  created  corporations, 
either  confirm  such  as  have  been  previously 
created  by  the  king,  as  in  the  case  of  the  College 
of  Physicians  before  mentioned,  which  was  erected 
by  charter  in  the  tenth  year  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
and  was  afterwards  confirmed  in  parliament  by  the 
act  of  the  14th  and  15th  of  the  same  king ;  or  they 
permit  theking  to  erect  a  corporation  infutureyWith 
such  and  such  powers ;  as  in  the  case  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  the  Society  of  the  British  Fishery; 
so  that  the  immediate  creative  act  is  usually  per- 
formed by  the  King  alone,  by  virtue  of  his  royal 
prerogative.  Corporations  have  seldom  been  con- 
stituted by  parliament,  the  power  of  conferring 
on  a  body  of  men  a  corporate  capacity  having 
always  been  considered  a  flower  of  the  crown. 
When,  however,  the  legislature  creates  or  confirms 
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a  corpomtion,  the  assent  of  the  persons  incorpo- 
rated or  cotifirmed  is  not  necessary,  on  account  of 
the  plenitude  of  the  power  of  parliament.  And  a 
corporation  once  established  by  a  statate  either 
creative  or  confirmatory,  cannot  be  altered  by  any 
inferior  authority,  even  in  the  regalatiou  of  its 
forms. 

The  corporation  of  the  Bedford  X^evel  had,  it  is 
true,  a  charter  granted  by  King  Charles  the  First, 
which  is  duly  referred  to  in  the  recital  of  the  8ta< 
tute  of  15  Car.  II. ;  yet  it  is  evident,  upon  the 
perusal  of  that  statute,  that  the  very  extensive 
powers  intrusted  to  the  corporation,  particularly 
the  power  of  taxing  the  lands  of  the  subject  ad 
libitum,  of  arbitrarily  selling  lands  in  default  of 
payment,  the  power  of  general  inclosure  of  laods, 
and  the  constitution  of  a  perpetual  cnrnmission  of 
sewers,  could  not,  and  ought  not  to  be  exeroisfd 
solely  at  the  instance  of  the  prerogative  of  the 
Sovereij:n.  The  exalted  charaiter  of  tbe  cacpv- 
ration  of  the  Bedford  Level ;  tbi  iBdividnal  nMi 
and  respeetability  of  its  opblebt  and  iiriiliii|^iititi 
ed  members  t  the  extent  of  ita  eorpoifaU  t(aifi» 
ficaliona  t  Us  ample  powers ;  and  thk  sKteal  Atri 
impoitatice  of  its  jurisdiction^  trort^loe  td  n^liir 
it  unrir^Hed,  and  entitle  it  in  great  tratlLiaiiliJi^: 
r^  justice  to  be  (as  it  aln^ays  bate  iMeo)  iBOMbi 
d^ced  tfae  first  coiporation  ia  tfad  UnitcS..|0K^ 
donii  '.j:ii^i\'.'i 

The. question  whether  the  charter.  .grBJM4dj;tif> 
KiogCliarles  the  First,  is  now  a  valid  axtdrntoM' 
iug  charter,  has  reiwatedly  bem  agitated.,  ^€f 
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the  fact  of  its  being  still  available  for  the  exercise. 
of  any  ri^ht  or  power  then  granted  to  the  corpo- 
ration, not  a  shadow  of  doubt  remains  in  the 
mind  of  the  author.     In  the  first  place^  the  charter 
18  recited  and  acknowledged  in  the  act  15th  Car.  App.p.386. 
11. ;  and  si^condly,  supposing  the  corporation  to 
have  been  dissolved  for  want  of  successionj  and- 
the  statute  to  have  created  an  entirely  new  char- 
ter, or  even  to  have  revived  (with  additional  pow- 
ers) the  old  one ;  or  even  supposing  it  to  have 
beea  a  charter  of  restitutiou ;  the  corporation  be- 
came entitled  to  its  former  rights  and  franchises, 
and  subject  to  all  its  former  obligations.    It  seems  Kyd.,  vol  ii. 
indeed,  that  a  corporation  which  has  been  dis-  ^' 
solved  OF  suspended  by  the  loss  of  the  governing 
membtiH,  mfty  be  revived  under  a  name  differ- 
ent fi^om  that  by  which  it  was  formerly  known, 
and  may  still   preserve  its  identity  and  former  wiicox,p.3«. 
rights.     Another  curious  circumstance  connected 
with  the  statute  of  the  15th  of  Charles  II.  is  its 
exeroplifipatiop  under  the  great  seal. 

The  select  body  of  the  corporation,  usually  tuc  select 
called  "  The  Board,*'  consists  of  one  governor,  six 
bailiffs,  and  twenty  conservators,  annually  chosen, 
in  manner  to  be  pi-esently  mentioned ;  and  as 
the  most  eminent  men  of  the  ages  in  which  th^y 
lived,  have  from  time  to  time  been  members  of 
this  important  corporation,  the  author  has  taken 
the  pains  to  extract  their  names  from  the  order 
boffks ;  and  has  added  such  remarks  and  observa* 
tioDS  as  he  considered  might  be  interesting  to  his 
readers. 


Governor. 

William  Earl  of  Bedford.* 

Bailiffs. 

Rirhard  Lord  Gorges, 
Sir  Richard  Onslow,  Kot., 
Sir  William  Terringham, 

Knight  of  the  Bath, 
Samuel  Sandys,  Esq., 
Thomas  Chicheley,  Esq.,t 
Samuel  Fortreys,  Esq. 

Conaenalors. 

Sir  Gilbert  Gerartl,  Jim., 

Kilt., I 
William  Denton,  Esq., 
William  Crane,  Esq., 

N.B.  The  foregoing 
by  the  act  of  15  Car.  II. 


ICdmond  Berry  Godfrey, 
Esq., 

Arthur  Evelyn,  Esq., 

Samuel  Smith,  Esq., 

Roger  Jenyns,  Esq., 

Robert  Castle,  Esq., 
Robert  Hampson,  Esq., 

Josb.  AylofTe,  Esq., 
Thomas  Lord  Culpepper^ 
Sir  John  Hewett,  Bart., 
Arthur  Onslow,  Esq., 
Robert  Phillips,  Esq., 
Anthony  St.  John,  Esq:, 
SirOliver  St.John,  Knt., 
Sir  Charles  Harbord,  Knt.,] 
Francis  Hablyn,  Esq., 
Samuel  Sandys,  Jun.,  Esq., 
Robert  Tertingbom,  Esq.,  ' 
members  were  nominated 


*  The  fifth  B&rl,  afterwards  created  Duke  of  Bedfoid.  Hit 
Grace  continued  governor  37  years. 

f  Formerly  proprietor  of  Wimpolc,  the  splendid  seat  of 
the  present  Earl  of  Hardvvicke,  K,  G. 

i  Sir  Gilbert  Geraril's  father  was  M.  P.  for  Middlesex  iw 
the  long  parliament 

}  This  title  became  extinct  in  1718. 

II  An  ancestor  of  the  present  Earl  of  Suffield.  He  ^iru 
surveyor  general  to  the  crown,  lejnp.  Car.  I,  Captain  Wminq 
Harbord,  a  younger  son  of  Sir  Charles,  married  <>ftBrilMV 
daughter  of  the  Honorable  Admiral  Edwvd  Russell. 
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Sir  John  Denham, 
(elected  a  bailiff,  vice 
Sir  Richard  Onslow^) 


Governor, 
^ilUam  fiarl  of  Bedford, 
re-elected. 

Bailiffs. 
The  lUght  Honorable  Ar- 
thur Earl  of  Anglesey,* 
Thomas  Lord  Culpepper, 
John  Lord  Berkley, 
Sir  John  Hewett,  Bart., 
Robert  Phillips,  Esq., 
Joseph  Ayloff,  Esq. 

Conservators. 
Sir  Gilbert  Gerard,  Knt., 
Sir  John  Denbani,  Knt., 
Samuel  Sandys,  Sen.,  Esq., 
Francis  Hoblyn,  Esq., 


John  Casburgh, 
(elected  a  conservator,  vice 
Samuel  Smith.) 


1664. 


Sir  William  Tyrringham, 

Knt., 
Sir  John  Shane,  Knt., 
Griffith  Bodunda,  Esq., 
Samuel  Sandys,  Jun.,  Esq.,  . 
Sir  Charles  Harbord,  Knt.,  ' 
Robert  Hampson,  Esq., 
Roger  Jenyns,  Esq., 
John  Casburgh,  Esq., 
Terringham  Stephens,  Esq., 
Arthur  Onslow,  Esq , 
William  Hamond,  Esq., 
Cornelius  Vermuyden, 

Esq.jt 
Robert  Tirringham,  Esq., 
Michael  Holman,  Esq., 
Sir  Thomas  Littleton,  Knt. 


Only  10  conservators  appear  to  have  been 
elected.  Order  Book,  Lon.  C.  19.  But  in  a 
list  of  the  board  for  this  year,  at  the  end  of  the 
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*  This  title  became  extinct  in  1761.  See  Debrett's  Peer- 
age (1828)  for  some  very  interesting  details  of  this  noble 
£unily. 

t  He  was  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden; 
and  died  about  the  year  1670^  without  is8ue>  leaving  a  brother^ 
Bartholomew  Vermuyden^  then  residing  in  Gray's  Inn^  who 
appears  by  the  register's  books  to  have  sold  the  reversion  in 
cerUun  fen  estates^  which  had  been  demised  by  his  brother  for 
a  long  term  of  years.  This  is  the  last  record  of  the  Vermuy- 
dens*  These  documents  were  discovered  subsequently  to  the 
author's  previous  account  of  this  fsmily. 
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same  boolt,  the  name  of  Robert  Hewett,  Esqaire, 

appeal's,  in  additioa  to  the  above. 

1666.                     Governor. 

Sir  WiUiam  Tlrrin^hwn^l 

The  Right  HoDorable  Wil- 

Knt.. 

liam  Earl  of  Bedford. 

Sir  Charles  Harbord,  Kirt, 

Sir  Gilbert  Gerard,  Kot., 

Bailifi. 

Sir  Robert  Henley,  Knt., 

The  Right  Honorable  John 

Sir  Thomas  LitUeton,  Knt, 

Lord  Berkley, 

Sir  John  Hewelt,  Bart., 

Richard  Lord  Gorges, 

William  Denton,  Doctor  in 

Thomas  Chicheley,  Raq., 

Physic, 

Colonel  Samuel  Sandys, 

Nicholas  Pedley,  Esq.,  ^^M 

John  Casburgb,  Esq., 

Robert  Phillips.  Esq.,      ^M 

Robert  Hampson,  U.aq. 

Sumnel  Fortrcy,  Et-q.,    ^^M 

Francis  Underwood,  Es^^H 

Cimservatora. 

William  Crane,  Esq.,    ^H 

The  Right  Honorable 

Roger  Jenyns,  Esq.,       ^^ 

Thomas  Lord  Culpepper, 

Michael  ilolman,  Esq., 

The   Honorable  John  Kus- 

Francis  St.  John,  Esq., 

sell. 

George  Underwood,  Issq., 

Sir  Andrew  Heuley,  Knt, 
and  Bart., 


John  Brftdborne,  Eis^ 


1667. 


Governor. 
The  Right  Honorable  Wil- 
liam Earl  of  Bed&rd. 

Bailift, 
Thotttit  Lord  Cu1p»pper, 
Richard  Lord  Oorgel^ 
Sir  WUiism  Terringhftnif 
Sir  GillKrt  Otrwi^ 
Hubert  JinHUpMM,  E»q., 
Roger  JeuynH,  Eaq. 


Cottservatofi, 
Arthur  Earl  of  Angles^, 
.lohn  LqtH  BerltlejTi 
Lord  BellasBes, 
Sir  Charlw  HHba*4,lbi^ 

Stf  RobitK HtAVejiKaH,^  ' 
Sir  John  Shalte,  Knt., 
Sir  ThpiDiia  Uttl^i^  Kut^' 
ThowmM  g)j9ii<kr,  ItBQ^ 

WilliMK  AlblArdMK,Ei*«. 
Sir  JolMi  Hettrttf 


MIMSms  Or  tuft  MAM: 
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John  CwAntgt,  Bbi}.» 
WilUam  Denton,  Doetor  in 

Pkpie, 
Nicholas  Vedlej,  Egq^ 
Jo80|di  Afioffy  £0q.5 


Samti^  Fortffey,  tisq., 
FranciB  Vrtdttwood,  Bs^.^ 
Michael  Holman,  Esq., 
Richard  Marryott,  Esq.^ 
John  Bradborne^  Esq. 


mm^ 


Bailiffs. 
John  Lord  BellasBis, 
Michael  Holman,  Esq.^ 
(elected    bailiffs    in    tha 

stead  of^ 
Thomas  Lord  Culpepper, 
Sir  Gilbert  Gerard.) 

Sir  Thomas  Willis,  Knt., 
Sir  Gilb6it  Gerard,  Knt., 
Samuel  Sttndys,  Esq., 
Robtit  Hewett,  Esq., 
Matthias  Taylor,  Esq., 
George  Underwood,  Esq., 


The  Right  Honorable  Wil- 
liam Earl  of  Bedford. 

Bailiffs. 

The  Right  Honorable  Ar- 
thur  Earl  of  Anglesey," 

The  Right  Honorable  John 
Lord  Berkle]r# 

The  Right  HonoraUe 
Richard  Lord  Gorges^ 

Michael  Holmon,  Esq^, 

Roger  Jenyns,  Esq., 


David  Offiey,  Gentleman, 
(elected  conservators  in 

the  room  of — 
Lord  Bellasses,  (elected 

bailiffO 
Sir  John  Shaise,  Knt., 
Sir  Thomas  Littleton^ 

Knight, 
William  Ashbumham/ 

Esq., 
Joseph  Ayloff,  Esq.^ 
Francis  Underwooi^Esq., 
Michael  Holman^  Esq. 

(elected  bailiff.) 


.•■ta 


Robert  Hampson,  Esq. 

Conservators. 

The  Right  Honorable  John 
.    Lord  Bellasses, 
Sir  Thomas  Willis,  Bart., 
Sir  Andrew  Henley,  Knt. 

and  Bart., 
Sir  John  Bernard,  Bart., 
Sir  Charles  Harbord,  Knt^ 
Sir  John  ShaWy  Knt.^ 
Sir  Williaitt  Terringhatti, 

Knt., 


1668. 


1669, 


jmi 


Sr  Gilbert  Gerard,  Knt., 
Hiomas  Cbicheley,  Est]., 
William  Denton,  Doctor  in 

Physic, 
Samuel  Fortrey,  Eaq., 
Robert  Phillips,  Esq., 
Nicholas  Peilley,  Esq., 


1671. 


1672. 


1673. 


Miitthiaa  Taylor,  Esq., 
George  Uoderwooil,  Esq., 
Richard  Marryott,  Esq., 
John  Bradborne,  Esq., 
Anthony  Hamond,  Esq., 
David  Offley,  Gent., 
Samuel  Sandys,  Esq. 


l«70.  Bailifs. 

Tlie  Bight  Honorable  Tho- 
mas Cliicheley,  (elected  a 
bailiff  in  the  room  of 
The  Right  Honorable 
John  Lord  Berkley. 

Cmtservalors. 
The  Right  Honorable  Oli- 
'  ver  Earl  of  Bolingbroke, 
.H'l  - .     Homas  Lord  Culpepper, 


Hugh  Underwood,  Esq., 

Robert  Hewett,  Esq., 

Mr.  George  Keate, 
(elected  conservators  in 

the  room  of 
Sir  Andrew  Henley,  Bart., 
Sir  John  Shaw,  Knt,, 
Sir  Gilbert  Gerard,  Knt., 
Thomas  Chicheley,  Esq.j 
Robert  Philipps,  E9q,^H 


Sir  John  Hewett,  Bart.,  the  room  of 

Christopher  Cratford,  Esq.,         David  Offley,  Gent., 
(elected   conservators  in         Robert  Hewett,  £«q.) 


The  same  as  last 


year. 


Conservators. 
The  Rif^t  Honorable  John 

Lord  Berkley, 
Sir  Gilbert  Gerard,  Bart., 
£dwin  Sandys,  Esq., 

(elected  instead  of 


The  Right  HomnUe 
Oliver  Earl  of  Bt^if- 
broke, 

Samuel  Sandys,  Esq., 

Matthias  Taylor. 
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Samuel  Fortrey,  Esq., 
(elected  bailiff  in  the 
room  of  Michael 
Holman^  Esq.) 


Sir  John  Shaw,  Knt., 
(elected  a  conservator  in 


The  Honorable  William 
Russell,  Esq.,* 

(elected  a  conservator 


John  Marsham,  Esq., 
(elected  a  conservator  in 
the  room  of  Samuel 
Fortrey,  Esq.) 


the  room  of 
Sir  John  Bernard,  Knt.) 


in  the  room  of 

Sir  John  Shaw,  Knt.) 


4€t 
1674. 


1675. 


1676. 


The  same  as  last  year. 


William  Hamond,  Esq.,  the  room  of  John  Bradbome, 

(elected  a  conservator  in         Esq.) 


1677. 


1678. 


*  The  celebrated  Honorable  William  Russell,  (one  of  the 
sons  of  William  Earl  of  Bedford,)  who  was  beheaded  in  the 
reign  of  Car.  II.  (A.  D.  1683,)  In  the  subsequent  reign,  when 
his  Majesty's  brother.  King  James  IL,  found  himself  in  the 
greatest  difficulties,  he  applied  for  assistance  to  the  venerable 
Earl  of  Bedford,  who  fearlessly  answered  him  by  this  cutting 
expression  : — "  I  had  a  son,  sire,  who  could  have  served  your 
Majesty." 

This  celebrated  personage  is  sometimes  styled  William  Lord 
Rnasell,  at  others,  Lord  William  Russell)  but  both  these  appel- 
lations are  erroneous.  He  was  only  the  second  son  of  an  Earl, 
and  died  previously  to  his  father's  elevation  to  the  dukedom  ,. 
cooseqoently  he  was  only  "  the  Honorable  William  Russell  5" 
bat  his  lady,  having  survived  the  dignity  conferred  upon  her 
husband's  fiither,  is  very  properly  styled  Lady  William  Russell. 


J 
^  j  ^ 


r 

1^          1<!79. 

Owtrnor. 

Sir  John  Hewrtt,  Bart., 

1 

The  Right  Honorable  Wil- 

Sir Thomas  Willis,  Bart, 

k 

liam  Earl  of  Bedford. 

SirGilbert  Gerard,  Knt^ 
Sir  Nicholas  Pedley,  Knt,    \ 

BaiU^s. 

Sir  Lyonell  Walden,  Knt, 

^^^^^, 

The  Right  Honorable  Ar- 

Dr. William  Denton, 

^^^K 

thur  Earl  of  Anglesey, 

SiliuB  Tytus,  Esq., 

^^^^^v 

The   Right   Honorable 

John  Marshara,  Esq., 

^^^V 

Richiird  Lord  Gorges, 

William  Hamond,  Esq, 

^^^^ 

Tlie  Right  Honorable  Sir 

Anthony  Hamond,  Esq., 

^^^^^p~ 

Thomas  Chicheley, 

Edwin  Sandys,  Esq., 

^^^H^ 

Robert  Hampson,  Esq., 

Richard  Marryott,  E^., 

^^^^1 

Roger  Jenyna,  Esq., 

George  Nicholas,  Esq., 

■ 

Bamuel  Fortrey,  Esq. 

Thomas  Wright,   Esq., 
John  Holman,  Esq., 
Hugh  Underwood,  Em].* 

Conservators. 

^^^^Bt^ 

The  Right  Honorable  Tho- 

George Keats,  Esq., 

^^^^B 

mas  Lord  Culpepper, 

Christopher  Cratford,  Geo). 

^^^^^^ 

The  Honorable  William 

m 

Hnaaell, 

1680. 

Sir  Thomas  Fiteb,  Knt., 

the  room  of 

Samuel  Fortrey,  Jun.,  Gent., 

John  Holman,  Eaq., 

George  Keats,  Esq.) 

1681. 

Kr  Henry  North,  Bart., 

Anthony  Hamond,  Esq., 

John  Jenyna,  Esq., 

Edwin  Sandys,  Esq., 

William  Bagnall,  Esq., 

Hngh   Underwood,  Ettq.] 

(elected    coneervatore  in 

tiifi  room  of 

1682. 

Tiie  Right  Honorable  Wil- 

LyonellWalden,Esq.,elcet. 

Uam  Lord  Russell,  elected 

ed   a  conservator  in  tb« 

bailiff  in  the  room  of  Sa- 

room of    Lord    Willba 

muel  Fortrey,  Esq. 

RuiscU. 

HnCMM  «V  THB  Bf^ARD. 


Sir  Jq/Iui  CUdielejr,  Knt., 
Edward  Woodward^  E^-> 
Mr.  Robert  Mingajr, 

elected  conserraiore  in  the 
room  of 


The  Right  Hon.  Thomas 

Lord  Culpepper, 
Sir  John  fiewett,  Bart., 
William  Hamond,  Esq. 


Governor. 

The  Right  Honorable  Wil 
liam  Earl  of  Bedford. 


TheR%ht  Hooor^4il|B  Arthur 
JBirl  ^  Ao^esey, 

The  Right  Honorable  Rich- 
ard Lord  Gorges, 

The  Right  Honorable   Sir 
Thomas  Chicheley,  Kn(<i, 

Sir  Ljonell  Walden,  KnU, 

Robert  Hampson,  seijeant 
at  law, 

Roger  Jenyns,  Esq., 
(in  the  place  of  the  cele- 
brated Honorable  William 
Russell). 


The  Right  Honorable  Tho 
mas  Lord  Culpepper, 

Thomas  IHnfold,  doctor  of 
the  df  11  law,  (elected  con- 


Conservators, 
Sir  Thomas  Willis,  Bart^ 
Sir  Henry  North,  Bart*, 
Sir  John  Hewett,  Bart., 
Sir  Nicholas  Pedley,  Knt., 
Smt  John  Chicheley,  Knt., 
Sir  Thomas  Fitch,  Knt., 
D'  William  Denton, 
Siliu;?  Titus,  Esq., 
Ralph  Widdington,  Esq., 
Richard  Marryott,  Esq., 
George  Nicholas,  Esq., 
Thlwil^  Wright,  E^q., 
Samuel  Fortrey,  Esq., 
Lyonell  Walden,  Esq., 
Edward  Woodward,  Esq., 
John  Fincham,  Esq., 
John  Jenyns,  Esq , 
Mr.  Christopher  Cratford, 
Mr.  William  Bagnall, 
Mr.  Robert  Mingay. 


aenrators  in  the  room  of 
Sir  John  Hewett,  Bart^ 
Sb  Nicholas  Pedley,  Knt.) 


468 
1683. 


1684. 


I6R5. 


.1801 


The  Right  Honorable  Tho- 
niaa  Lord  Culpepper, 

Sam  ud  Fortrey,  Esq .,  {elect- 
ed bailitfi  iti  the  room  of 
The  Earl  of  Anglesey, 
Robert     Hainpson,     Ser- 
jeant at  law). 

The   Right  Honorable   the 
E&rl  of  Anglesey, 


I  1688. 


SirHcnryBedingfieldjBart., 

fHugh  Underwood,  Esq., 
John  Milburae,  Gent., 
(elected   conservators   in 


Sir  John  Hewett,  Bart^j 
Ralph  Pierson,  Eeq., 
Roger  Jenyns,  Gent., 
(elected    conservaton  In 

the  room  of 
TheRigluHonorable  Tho- 
mas Lord  Culpepper, 
Samuel  Fortrey,  Evq., 
Ralph  VVlildington,  Esq, 
Edward  Woodwiird,  Eefj.) 


the  room  of 
Mr.  William  B&gnall, 
Tlie  Earl  of  .\nglciey, 
Sir  John  Hewett,  Bart. 


The  same  members  continued. 


Governor, 
The  Right  Honorable  Wil- 
liam Earl  of  Bedford. 

Baitifs. 
The  Right  Honorable  Rich. 

ard  Ijord  Goi^h, 
He    Itight  Honorable  Sir 

TbomaB  Cbicheley,  Kiit., 
Sir  TliomaB  Willis,  KDt.j 
Sir  Lyonell  Walden.  Knt., 
Roger  Joiyns,  £sq., 
I^onell  Waldea,  E«q.,      ~ 


Conservntors. 
Sir  Henry  North,  Bnrt., 
Sir  H  enry  Bedingfield,  Bart, 
Sir  John  Cbicheley,  Knt.^ 
Sir  Francis  Pemberton, 

Knt., 
Sir  Thomas  Pinfold,  Knt, 
!>  William  Denton,    - 
Silius  Tytus,  Esq.,^ 
George  Nicholas,  Esq., 
Thomas  Wright,  Esq., 
Richard  Marryott,  Esq., 
-  John  Flndutm,  £tq.. 
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John  Jenyna,  Esq , 
Ralph  Pierson,  Esq., 
Anthony  Hamond,  Esq., 
Hugh  Underwood,  Esq., 
Roger  Jenyns,  Esq., 


Malborn  Carill^  Esq., 
James  Fortrey,  Esq., 
Mr.  Christopher  Cratford, 
Mr.  John  Milbosme. 


Bdward  Woodward,  Esq., 

(elected  a  conservator  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Wright, 
Esq.) 


1690. 


Ralph  Pierson,  Esq.,  (elect- 
ed a  buliflr  in  the  room  of 
SirLyonell  Walden,  Knt.) 

Sir  Lyonell  Walden,  Knt., 
Thomas  Mulsoe,  Esq., 


Mr.  John  Wolfe,  (elected 
conservators  in  the  room 
of  Sir  John  Chichel^y, 
Dr.  William  Denton, 
Ralph  Pierson,  Esq.) 


169L 


Only  nineteen  conservators  were  elected  at  this 
meeting;  and  an  order  was  passed  that  a  new 
conservator  should  be  elected  in  the  room  of  Ed- 
ward Woodward,  Esq.,  upon  the  last  Thursday  in 
the  then  next  term;  but  no  such  election  ever 
took  place. 


William  Fortrey,  Esq., 
John  WJllys,  Esq.,  (elected 
conservators  in  tlie  room 


of  Sir  Francis  Peml>erton,       1692. 

Knt., 
Edward  Woodward,  Esq.) 


At  a  meeting  held  at  the  Fen  Office  on  the  23rd      169S. 

VOL.  I.  2  H 


M. 


STATE  OF  THE  BEDFOHD  LEVEL: 


of  March,  1693,  Lord  Gorges  acquainted  the  cor- 
poration, that  by  reason  of  the  badness  of  the  ways, 
and  their  illness,  neither  Lord  Bedford,  his  Lord- 
ship, or  Sir  Thomas  Chicheley,  could  attend  at 
their  next  meeting  at  Ely  in  April  next,  for  the 
sale  of  lands  forfeited  for  nonpayment  of  taxes, 
...  and  for  raising  of  taxes  for  carrying  on  the  works; 
and  that  Mr.  Jenyns  the  elder,  surveyor-general, 
being  taken  violently  ill,  could  not  possibly  go 
down  neither;  and  that  there  might  be  no  failure 
for  want  of  a  bailiif  to  make  a  court.  Sir  Thomas 

.HK>I  Chicheley  made  it  his  request,  that  he  might  sur- 
render up  his  place  as  bailiff,  as  accordingly  be 
did  :  And  thereupon  the  court  proceeded  to  make 
u  new  election;  and  did  nominate  and  appoiut 
John  Jenyns,  Esq.,  one  of  the  conservators,  to  be 

,M*f  a  bailiff,  until  a  new  election  at  Whitsuntide  then 
next,  who  was  sworn  in  accordingly:  And  iSir 
Thomas  Chicbeley  chosen  a  cMiserviitor. 

At  the  Whitsun  Meeting,.  , 
John  Jenyns,  Esq.,  again  elected  a  bailiOj  and 
TbeRight  Honorable  Sir  Thomas  Chicbeley,  Knt., 
elected  a  cooservator. 

The  board,  in  other  respects,  continned  the 
same  as  in  1692. 

93.  At  a  meeting  held  at  tbe  Fen  Office  on  the  S6tb 

of  October,  1693,  Anthony  Haraond  was  elected 
a  bmliff  in  the  room  of  Roger  Jenyns,  Esq.,  de* 
ceased. 


M£MBRRS  OF  THE  BOARD;  ^G?"" 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  person  was  elected 
a  conservator  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Hamond. 


April  26th,  Richard  Marryott,  Esq.,  acquainted  '  1694. 
the  corporation,  that  the  commonalty  requested 
that  the  elections  might  be  held  at  Ely  for  the  ease 
of  the  electors  (by  reason  of  the  majority  residing 
in  the  country) :  It  was  ordered,  that  it  be  de- 
bated at  the  last  meeting  of  the  then  term,  whe* 
ther  the  election  of  the  corporation  should  be  kept 
at  the  Fen  Office  as  usual,  or  at  Ely. 

T>o  the  1 7th  of  May,  1694,  it  was  ordered,  that 
the  next  election  should  be  kept  at  the  Fen  Office, 
the  usual  place. 

Governor.  John  Jenyns,  Esq.,  1694. 

His  Grace  William,  Firat  Lyonell  Walden,  Esq., 

Duke  and  Fifth  Earl  of  Ralph  Pierson,  Esq., 

Bedford.  Anthony  Hamond,  Esq. 

Bailiffs.  Conservators. 

The  Right  Honorable  Rich-     Tlie  Right   Honorable  Ar- 
ard  Lord  Gorges,  thur    Earl    of    Torring- 

Sir  Thomas  Willys,  Bart.,  ton  ♦. 


•  Arthur  Herbert,  Earl  of  Torrington,  was  the  son  of  Sir 
Edw^  Herbert^  attorney-general  to  King  Charles  I.,  after- 
wards lord  keeper  of  the  great  seal,  who  was  banished  for  his 
st^foit  loyalty  to  that  prince. 

This  Arthur  was  bred  up  to  maritime  affairs,  and  iu  the 
reign  of  King  Charles  II.  was  employed  by  that  King,  in  the 
command  of  a  fleet  before  Tangiers  ;  and  afterwards  against  the 

2h2 


Christdpher  Cratford  I'st]., 
A(all»ini  Cnrill,  Bt^q., 
John  Wolfe,  Gent., 
John  Milbourne,  Gent,  J 


Algcrines  ;  but  becnu-o  he  would  out  coin))ly  with  the  n 

of  the  reign  of  King  Jiinnes,  be  was  ilepriverl  of  all  coiiimlssion. 

Whereupon,   beraking  himself  to  Hollntxl,  (at  a  time  when 

inf  of  ifae  En^liifa  nobility  and  gentry  went  over  lo  the  IVince 
of  Orange,)  he  retorned  with  that  prince  to  Englaml,  nsndminl 
of  his  Hcct ;  and  was  soon  afier  sent  back  to  fclcli  tlie  Print-cw 
oFOrange,  which  service  he  performed  accotdiiig  to  his  (mat. 

I3eing  afterward;,  upon  iheir  accession  to  the  crown,  eonsti- 
tuted  their  Majeeliea'  admiral,  he  went  in  April,  10K9,  with  a 
Bqtiadrnn  of  ships  to  the  Irish  coast,  tn  inlercepl  a  Froiuh  con- 
voy, bound  thither  with  men,  provisinns,  arms,  and  ammuni- 
tion, for  the  Iriah  rebels.  He  met  them  in  Bantry  BAjr.-uMe 
be  engaged  them  some  hours  at  great  diaadTtmiage ;  butlhi 
conflict  ended  in  n  drawn  baltie.  Next  aummer,  lOBO,  Im 
fonght  the  French  fleet  ofF  Bentby  Head,  who  wera  {aiMl' 
niach  auperior  in  strength  and  number  of  ships ;  when  mficringt 
defeat,  he  was  charged  with  the  miscarriage  of  the  battle,  tbftnm 
into  the  Tower,  and  at  length  brought  lo  trial  forswli  M>ti*  ' 
carriage,  but  acquitted.  HoweTer,  he  lost  his  comniiirica, 
and  hod  no  commimd  afterwards.    This  nnhle  lord  married  two 

wives ;  Hrst,  the  widow  of nieaaant,  Eaq.  j  md  H^ 

condty,  the  widow  of  Thomas,  laie  Lord  Crewe  ;  but  fay  MftbcT  - 
had  he  any  issue.  Upon  his  lordship's  death,  in  1716,  Uietitfe 
became  extinct ;  but  his  real  estates  were  devised  to  Hcivy 
£arl  of  Lincoln,  as  hereafter  mentioned  in  n  notice  of  (IM 
tiUe.  The  Earl  of  Torrington,  after  his  disgrace  at  col>rt,lw-' 
came  one  of  the  most  eccf  niric  men  of  itte  age  In  wUcfa  be 
lived,    1004. 
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SirFrandBPemberton,  Knt.,        the  room  of  Sir  Lyonell       1695. 
(elected  a  oonsenrator  in         Walden,  Kiit« 


The  Right  Honorable  Ad-        a  conservator  in  the  room       1696* 
mind  Russell,*   (elected         of  Sir  Henry  North,  Bart.) 


Roger  Jenyns,  Esq.,  (elect-     The  Riglit  Honorable  Ed-       1697. 
ed  a  bailiff  in  the  room         ward  Earl  of  Orford,  f 
of  Lyonell  Walden,  Esq.) 


^  Brother  to  Williani,  fifth  Earl  and  first  Duke  of  Bedford. 
He  married  Penelope^  daughter  of  Sir  Moses  Hill,  of  Hllsbo- 
roi^,  io  Ireland,  (ancestor  of  the  present  Marquess  of  Down-^ 
shire,)  widow  of  Sir  William  Brooke,  K.  B.  i  and  had  issue  five 
spns  and  two  daughters.  He  resided  at  Chippenham,  near 
Newmarket. 

t  Edward  Earl  of  Orford,  was  the  second  son  of  the  Honor- 
able Edward  Admiral  Russell  (one  of  the  brothers  of  William, 
first  Duke  and  fifth  Earl  of  Bedford).  He  was  gentleman  of 
the  bedchamlMsr  to  the  King's  brother,  the  Duke  of  York  ;  but 
on  the  beheading  of  his  cousin  german,  the  Honorable  William 
Russell,  he  retired  from  court ;  and  after  the  accession  of  James 
the  Second,  being  disgusted  with  the  King's  conduct,  exerted 
himself  to  the  utmost  in  promoting  the  revolution.  Upon  the 
adTancemeot  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  the  throne,  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  privy  council ;  and,  in  .1680,  was  created 
Admiral  of  the  Blue,  advanced  to  the  command  of  the  navy, 
and  made  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty ;  on  the  19th  May,  1692, 
be  gave  a  signal  defeat  to  the  French  fieet,  commanded  by 
Monsieur  de  Tourville,  at  La  Hogue;  and  in  the  pursuit  (besides 
six  considerable  ships  being  burnt  by  Vice-Admiral  Delaval) 
he  destroyed  thirteen  of  their  men  of  war,  and  some  transports. 
In  1005,  by  his  diligence,  he  prevented  the  intended  invasion  of 
King  James  II.,  who  lay  with  a  French  army  ready  to  embark 
at  Dieppe.  For  these  and  other  gallant  services  he  was,  on  the 
9th  of  May,  IG97,  created  Ikurou  bhingay,  in  the  county  of 


John  Chicheley,  Eaq., 
David  Rowland,  Esq., 
t^icbolas  Malabar,  Esq., 
John  WalBhall,  Gent., 
Jolin  Brownell,  Gent., 
(elected    conservators    in 


the  room  of  Sir  Tbo- 
Cbicheley,  Kiit., 
John  Wolfe,  Gent., 
John  Milbourne,  Gei 
John  Marryott,  Esq.,   ' 
Thomas  Harruon,  Em] 


1700. 


Governor, 
His  Grace  WiUiam  Duke 

of  Bedford. 

Bailip. 
John  Jenyns, 


Anthony  Hamondf 

Sir  Roger  Jenyns,  Kot^ 

George  Nicholas,  Esq,- 

John  Chicheley,  Esq., 
Ualph  Pierson,  Esq. 


Cambridge}  Vu<;ouat  Barlleur,  in  the  duchy  of  Normandv} 
wd  Eail  of  Orfbrd,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk.  In  Maj.  1701, 
he  was  Impeached  in  ihe.House  of  Commons.  His  trial  com- 
menced 23d.Junc,  when  he  whs  unanimously  ocqnilted  of  the 
articles  exhftited  agwattfeim.  His  lordship  died  without  issur, 
Snth  Nov.  17X7,  when  Jthe  title  became  extinct.  He  inherited 
the  estate  at  Chippenham*  nesir  Newmarket,  from  his  Esther  the 
Uonoiable  Admital Edward Ruiarll.  /■■■-^'   ..   y.   ,.^  fir 
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Commfoiors.  William  Fortrey,  Esq., 

The  Right  Honorable  Ar-  Hugh  Underwood,  Esq., 

thur  Earl  of  Torrington  *,  Thomas  Muho,  Esq., 

The  Kght  Honorable  Ed-  Edward  Woodwieurd,  Esq., 

ward  Earl  of  Orford,  Henry  Ozburgh,  Esq., 

The  Right  Honorable  Rich-  David  Rowlands^  Esq., 

ard  Lord  Gorges  f,  Nicholas  Malabar,  Esq., 

Sir  Thomas  Willys,  Bart.,  Christopher  Cratford,  Gent, 

Sir  Tliomas  Pinfold,  Knt.,  Malbom  CariD,  Gent, 

SDios  Titos,  Esq.,  John  Walsham,  Gent., 

Uchard  Marryott,  Esq.,  John  Brownell,  Gent., 

Lyonell  Walden,  Esq.,  William  Cole,  Gent 


/fav.  7th.  ^^  It  was  ordered,  that  the  register  do      ]  7qq^ 
sonmion  a  corporation,  and  such  of  the  com- 
nonalty  as  were  in  or  near  town,  to  appear  that 
day  fortnight,  at  the  Fen  Office,  to  elect  a  new 

*  His  Lordship  died  in  1710,  when  the  title  became  extinct 
He  derised  all  his  real  estates  to  Henry  Fiennes  Clintoo^ 
seventh  Earl  of  Lincolnj  an  ancestor  of  the  present  Lord  Say 
and  S^e,  alleging  as  a  reason^  that  he  had  so  done  from  Lord 
I^inooUi's  political  condnot  during  the  party  struggles  that  dis« 
graced  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  The  estates 
were;  sold  by  the  trustees  of  Lord  Lincoln,  in  1164,  to  Sir 
Samp^pn  Gideon,  Bart.,  afterwards  created  Lord  Eardley ;  upon 
i^bose  death  in  1824,  without  male  issue,  pne  third  of  those 
ywrj  elates  became  vested  in  the  Honorable  W.  J.  Twiselton 
Kennes,  the.eldest  son  of  Lord  Say  and  Sele,  by  his  lordship's 
nMunv^  w|th  one  of  the  three  daughters  and  co-heiresses  of  Lord 
Saidley }  and  thus,  after  a  lapse  of  more  than  a  century,  have 
the dfft^  returned  to  a  descendant  of  the  original  possessor, 
Heory  Fienoes,  Lord  Lincoln. 

t  His  lordship  had  sold  part  of  his  estate,  which  sale  disqua- 
lified him  for  the  office  of  bailiff.  He  was  created  Viscount 
Bwidalk,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  King  James  the  Second  -, 
and  upon  his  lordship*s  decease,  in  ITIS,  the  title  became  extinct. 
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governof,  io  the  place  of  William  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford, tieceased." 

Nov.  QUI.  The  corporation  met,  and  anani- 
niously  elected  Wriothesley,  second  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford *,  governor,  being  (as  expressed  iu  the  order 
book)  very  sensible  thEit  his  Grace's  predecessors 
had  been  great  benefactors  and  supporters  of  the 
corporation  and  the  works  of  draining;  and  a 
coiuraitteec'''""  ' '  was  appointed  to  wait  on 


•  Wriothesley.  Me- 
the  grandson  of  V        i 
nmriied  the  23d 
heir  of  J 
Esq.,  bj 
Wnnsteo, 

Bur»iving  •  iie 

died  2d  Sejii  lea 

'>>on  nn  iofain, 

nee,  soon  nfl 
on  theiaihof ,  . 


I  and  iiixth  earl  af  Bedford,  was 
II,  iirtt  duke  nud  Bfth  earl.  He  «u 
.  I(t05,  to  Eliiabeth,  only  daughter  and 
ctham,  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
daughter  of  Sir  Josiah  Child,  of 
lich  John  Howbnd  wns  the  last 
n  iwlund,  of  Strethnm,  Esq.,  and 
t  I  lis  daughter,  the  said  Elinbelh, 
,.fj  teir  to  n  very  great  fortune,  bit 
age,  and  in  his  iiither'a  lifetime,  via, 
crented  Bnron  Howland,  of  Slrcthnm. 
After  his  irnrrioge  he  travelled  into  France  and  lliily ;  and  oo 
the  7th  of  Sept.,  I^OO,  autcceding  his  grand  father,  became 
Duke  of  Bedford.  Soon  after  he  came  of  nge,  27th  June,  1*01, 
he  wns  ciinBlituled  lord  lieutenant  uf  the  fountics  of  Bedford 
anil  Cambridge,  and  lord  lieutenant  and  cut^tos  rotulorum  of 
Middlesex,  anil  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  Majesty's  lied- 
chnmber.  On  the  accession  of  Queen  Anne  to  the  throne,  he 
wns  sworn  one  of  the  privy  council ;  and  was  lord  high  constable 
of  England,  on  the  coronation,  2:id  Ai.ril.  170i.  He  wu 
elected  knigiit  of  the  most  noble  order  of  the  Garter,  and 
inslallcd  at  Windsor,  ISih  March,  llOi  3.  He  died  of  ibe 
sniall-pox,  30lh  May,  171 1,  in  the  31st  year  of  bis  ,ige,  leaving 
issue  by  his  duchess,  (who  died  ntStrelhani,  20th  July,  1724,) 
two  sons  and  two  daughters.  His  Grace  had  great  natural 
talents  and  qualifications,  which  were  much  improved  by  trnvcJ 
and  conversalion  j  but  in  the  latter  pnrt  of  his  life  he  chose  re- 
lirement ;  and  died  generally  lamented.  He  was  governor  vi 
the  corporatiun  eleven  years. 
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his  Grace  the  next  morning  at  11  o'clock,  to  ac- 
qaainC  him  therewith.  The  common  seal  was  di- 
rected to  be  affixed  to  the  above  order. 


Wriothesley,  second  Duke 
of   Bedford   elected   go- 
vernor. 
Qayton  Milbonme,  Gent., 
Abraham  Rias,  Gent., 
William  Underwood,  Gent.» 


(elected   conservators  in 
the  room  of  SirTbomas 
Penfold,  Knt., 
Lyonell  Walden,  Esq., 
Edward  Woodward,  Esq. 


1701. 


Dr.  Denton  Nicholas,  (elect- 
ed a  bailiff  in  the  room  of 
George  Nicholas,  Esq.) 
James  Fortrey,  Esq., 
Francis  Pemberton,  Esq., 
Robert  Pulleyn,  Esq., 


The  same  Members. 


(elected  conservators   in 
the  room  of  Sir  Thomas 
Willys,  Bart., 
Henry  Osbuigh,  Esq., 
Christopher   Cratford, 
Gent.) 


James  Fortrey,  Esq.,  (elect- 
ed a  bailiff  in  the  room 
of  Anthony    Hamond, 
Esq.) 

Anthony  Hamond,  Esq., 


Doctor  John  Wright, 
(elected   conservators  in 
the  room  of  James  For- 
trey, Esq., 
Richard  Marryott,  Esq. 


Sir  John  Willys,  Bart., 
Sir  Comport  Fitch,  Bart., 
John  Jenyns,  jun.,  Gent., 
(elected  conservators   in 


the  room  of  Anthony 

Hamond,  Esq., 
Silius  Titus,  Esq., 
Malborn  Curill,  Gent.) 


1702. 


1703. 


1704. 


1705. 


1706. 


1709; 


I70B. 


m«L 
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Doctor  John  Wright, 
(clccled   a   haUifT  in  the 
roum  of  DoctorNicholas.) 

The    Right    Honorable 
John  Earl  of  Anglesey, 

Henry  Coventry,  Esq., 


Thomas  Fountain,  Esq., 
(elected  conservators  iu 
the  room  of  Sir  Thomas 
Willys,  Bttrt., 
Nicholas  Malabar,  Esq., 
Doctor  John  Wright 


The  same  members. 


1 


ITOQ,        Gt^orge  Underwood,  Esq., 
Balph  Picraon,Jun.,  Gent., 
c^j-?!       John  Wakelin,  Gent., 

(elected  condervators  in 


the  room  of  Sir  Comport 

Fitch,  Bart., 
Hugh  Underwood,  Keq., 
Thomas  Fountain,  Esq.) 


The  same  members. 


Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  Bart., 
Henry  SafFery,  Gent., 
(elected   conservators    in 


the  room  of  George  Under- 
wood, Esq., 
Ralph  Piereon,  jun.,  Gent) 


Governor. 
Wriotheeley  second  Duke  of 
Bedford. 


Baiitffi. 
John  Jenyns,  Esq., 
Sir  Roger'Jenyne,  Knt., 
John  Chicheley,  Esq., 
JameH  Fortrey,  Esq., 
Doctor  John  Wright, 
Charles  Blunt,  Gent. 


Conservators, 
The  Right  Honorable  VfH- 

liam  Earl  of  Anglesey, 
The  Right  Honorable  Ar- 
thur Earl  of  Toningtoti, 
The  Right  Honorable 
Richard  Lord  Gorffet, 
Baron  Dundatk, 
Sir  Thomas  Hanmrr,  Birt.| 
Anthony  Hamondj  Esq., 
William  Fortrey,  Esq., 
Thomas  Mulso,  Esq., 
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'Ftembetton,  Esq.,  Abraham  Risb^  Geut., 

nemitig^  Esq.y  William  Cole,  Gent.^ 

^alBbam^  ^9-*  John  Wakelin^  Gent.^ 

nyns,  jun.,  Csq.^  Captain  Martin  Lacy^ 

rownell^  Esq.,  Thomas  Jenkinson,  Gent., 

Milbomne,  Esq., —  Brockett,  Gent. 

I  Underwood,  Esq., 


June.  The  court  was  informed,  that  Wrio-  1711 
r,  second  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  governor, 
;ad;  and  thinking  it  very  needful  to  choose 
^r  forthwith,  in  his  room,  to  support  the  in- 
;  of  the  corporation,  did,  (upon  due  notice 
of  the  election,)  unanimously  choose  the 
loble  Wriothesley,  third  Duke  of  Bedford*, 
1,  governor  for  the  year  ensuing. 

court  was  informed,  that  Mr.  Brockett, 


I  Grace  was  then  a  minor,  being  only  three  years  of 
le  was  bom  in  the  year  1708,  was  married  on  the  23d 
1,  1725,  to  the  Lady  Anne  Egerton,  only  daughter  of 
Duke  of  Bridgewater,  by  the  Lady  Elizabeth  Churchill, 
wife,  third  daughter  and  co-heir  of  John  Duke  of  Mart- 
in by  whom  he  had  no  issue.  His  Grace,  labouring 
n  ill  state  of  health,  was  advised  by  his  physicians  to 
isbon  \  but  in  his  passage  he  was  so  ill  that  he  was 
.  to  be  put  on  shore,  at  the  Groyne,  in  Spain,  where  he 
d  this  life,  29d  of  October,  1732 ;  and  his  body  being 
t  to  England,  was  interred  at  Cheneys,  the  burial  place 
ancestors.  He  conlinued  governor  of  the  corpora- 
enty-one  years.  His  Grace  evinced  his  regard  for  the 
B  of  the  Bedford  Level,  by  the  following  bequest,  ex- 
fromhis  will,  dated  the  30th  April,  1730:  "  Item,  to 
poration  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  called  Bedford 
I  leave  all  that  they  owe  me  on  bond.'*  This  sum 
wards  of  2000/. 


«* 
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elected  conservator  at  the  then  last  Whitsun 
Meeting,  was  not  duly  qualified,  he  having  no 
adventurers*  land  ;  and  it  was  resolved,  that  bb 
election  was  therefore  void;  and  therenpon  Da- 
vid Rowlands,  Esq.>  was  elected  a  conservator  ia 
his  stead. 


1712.  Feb.  7th.    The  court  being  infornied  that  As; 

thony  Hainond,  Esq.,  one  of  the  niembers,  lutd 
gone  to  Spain,  and  by  reason  of  his  service  for  the 
government  of  that  country,  he  could  not  attend 
the  meetings  of  the  corporation,  did  think  fit, 
until  his  return,  to  remove  him,  and  elected  Mx, 
Henry  Saffery  in  the  room  of  the  said  Antlioay 
Hatnond. 

2.  At  this  election  there  was  a  strong  opposition 

against  several  incnibers  of  the  board;  and  upon 
a  scrutiny  taking  place  at  the  close  of  the  elec- 
tion there  appeared. 

For  the  Duke  of  Bedford  as  Forjulin  JenynB,sen.,EM|., 

Governor,*  as  one  of  the  baililft. 

Good  votes         15  Good  votes        18 

Againflthiiii,  good  votes    15  Agiiiaslhmi       H 
"but  no  bailiff."t 


*  This  opposition  probably  would  not  liavc  arise 
tbc  d  renins  la  ucc  uf  the  Guvemor  being  an  infuitt. 
+  These  words  upI^ea^  in  the  Order  Book. 
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r  Sir  Rfi^r  Jcnyna^  Knt.  one  of  the  conscnrators, 

Good  votes        17  Good  votes        15 

Against  him      1 1  Against  him       12 

r  John  Chicheley,  Esq.,  For  William  Underwood, 

i8  one  of  the  l>ailiffii,,  Esq.,  as  one  of  the  con* 

Good  votes        14  servators. 

Against  him       12  Good  votes        13 

r  John  Washall,  Esq.,  as  Against  him       14 

one  of  the  conservators^  but  no  bailiff. 

Good  votes        1 6  For  Mr.  William  Cole,  as  one 

Agunst  him       11  of  the  conservators. 

v  Mr.  Henry  Saffeiy,  as  Good  votes        15 

Against  him      12 


At  thia  election,  seven  persons  appear  to  have 
lied  against  each  of  the  above  members ;  two  of 
hich  electors  bad  not  registered  their  convey- 
ices^  and  five  had  no  land :  they  are  not,  tbere- 
re,  included  in  the  above  numbers. 
At  the  close  of  the  elections,  the  board  remain- 
I  the  same  as  at  the  election  of  171 1,  except  as  to 
le^ alterations  mentioned  as  having  taken  place 
1  the  21st  June  and  7tb  February;  and  except 
lat  William  Fortrey,  Esquire,  was  elected  a  bailiff, 
[  the  room  of  James  Fortrey,  Esquire;  and  the  said 
sunes  Fortrey,  Esquire,  was  elected  a  conservator^ 
I  the  room  of  the  said  William  Fortrey,  Esquire. 

July  3rd.    A  committee  of  the  board  was  ap-       1712. 
ointed  to  confer  with  counsel  about  prosecuting 
liomas  Carter  and  others,  for  their  misbehaviour 
t  the  election  day,  and  proceed  therein  as  they 
hould  be  advised.  Upon  which  occasion,  the  fol- 
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lowing  very  curious  Hffitlavit  was  intended  Hil/t 
filed  in  the  Queen's  Bench,  bat  no  snbseqnefll 
steps  appear  to  have  been  taken  :— 

"  Joseph  Hope,  gentleman,  register  of  tbe  oof- 
"  poration  of  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  common- 
"  alty  of  the  company  of  conservators  of  the  Great 
"  Level  of  tbe  Fens,  culled  Bedford  Lerel,  mak^ 
"  oath,  that  the  said  corporation,  being  on  Wed- 
"  nesday  the  eleventh  of  June  last,  assembled  to- 
"  gether  as  usual,  at  their  office,  called  tbe  Fei 
"  Onicc,  in  the  Inner  Temple,  London,  to  electa 
"  governor,  bailifts,  and  conservators  for  tbe  prr- 
"  sent  year,  pursuant  to  their  act  of  incorporatjoii 
"  made  in  the  I5th  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
"  Charles  the  Second;  and  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
"  Bedford,  governor,  elected  for  the  last  year,  ani 
"  the  same  bailiffs  and  conservators  elected  for 
"  the  said  year,  being  declared  elected  again  for 
"  this  year;  two  of  the  said  bailiffs  and  five  con- 
"  servators  were  thereupon  sworn,  and  then  the 
"  court  adjourned  to  six  of  the  clock  in  the  even- 
"  ing  of  the  same  day,  to  swear  such  others  of  tbe 
"  said  members  so  elected  as  aforesaid,  as  raigbt 
"  then  come  in  and  demand  to  be  sworn  ;  and  ac- 
"  cordiiigly  the  court  did  meet  again  at  the  said 
"  adjourned  time,  and  did  swear  another  of  the 
"  said  bailiffs  so  elected  as  aforesaid,  and  did  en- 
"  quire  if  there  was  any  more  to  be  sworn:  At 
"  which  said  second  meeting,  Thomas  Carter, 
"  William  Anderson,  Benjamin  Howlet,  Rogei 
"  Friend,  John  King,  Rolicrt  Read,  John  Read, 
"  sen.,  John   Papworth,   Thomiia  Brassitt,   and 
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^  John  Curtis,  being  of  the.  eommonalty,  (and 
^  who  had  been  admitted  to  vote  at  the  said  elec- 
^  tiob,)  together  with  Thomas  HurSt,  John  Read, 

*  jtto«9  Miles  Carter,  jun.,  and  Andrew  Rolfe^ 
^  peiw»B8  not  appearing  qnalified  to  vote  at  the 

*  §Mi  eteotion»  and  who  had  nevertheless  taken 
?.  dpoa  them  to  vote  at  the  said  election,  did  ap- 
^'  pear  again  in  the  said  office  in  a  riotous  and 
^  tOiDQlinous  manner,  and  gave  great  disturbance 
^  there;  whereupon  the  said  court  did  break  up 
^  and  adjourned  to  a  further  day:  And,  notwith- 
^  standing  the  said  Robert  Carter,  William  An- 
^  derson,  Benjamin  Hewlett,  Roger  Friend,  Tho- 
^  mas  Hurst,  John  King,  Robert  Read,  John 
^  Bead,  sen*,  and  John  Read,  jun.,  John  Pap- 
•*  Worth,  Miles  Carter,  jun.,  Andrew  Rolfe,  Tho- 
^  B^as  Brassitt,  and  John  Curtis,  were  told  they 
^  had  BO  business  there  at  tbe  said  adjourned 
^  meeting,  tbe  election  of  members  being  over, 
'^  and  that  they  might  be  gone  about  their  busi- 
^  B68S;  they  did  nevertheless  continue  in  a  tumul- 
^  tboiis  manner  to  keep  possession  of  tbe  said 
^  office,  and  refused  to  depart  at  this  deponent's 
^  dtoire,  pretending  they  were  dissatisfied  with 
^  $tk  election  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  for  go- 
^  vejnor,  and  of  some  others  of  the  members  then 
^  elected ;  and  they  then  did,  in  a  very  indecent 
^  and  disorderly  manner,  take  upon  them  to  pro- 
^  ceed  to  elect  a  govemori  three  bailiffs,  and  five 
^  conservators,  by  themselves,  and  without  a  bai« 
^  liff  with  them,  declaring  they  had  a  right  60  to 
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■  ^  do.  And  this  depcnent  fui-ther  saith,  that  the 
f*  tud  ThooiBS  Carter  did,  ih  this  deponent's  pn:- 
**  sence,  put  op  tbeRigbt  Konoi-able  the  Earl  of 
"  Orlbrd  for  their  govemor,  wbo  was  elected  as 
**  such  by  them,  in  Uiis  deponent's  presence  and 
*'  bearing.  And  then  this  deponent  went  out  of 
**  tbe  said  office,  and  left  them  there,  proceeding 

>**  in  like  manner  to  eleiAtbe  said  three  baililTs 
**  and,  five  cooserratora;  and  they  detained  tbia 
**  depMient's  son  with  theok" 


*   T\»  following  note  is  attached  to  tbe  i 
affldavit:— 

*'  These  were  a  poor,  sorry,  insignificant  parce) 
*'.of  persms,  brought  ap  to  toirn  by  some  dis- 
f  carded  officers  of  the  add  corporation,  wbo  had 
-"  been  tnmed  ont  some  short  time  before  for  ill 
"  practices,  and  were  brought  in  upon  the  gea- 
"  tiemen  at  the  election  by  surprise. 

"  And  these  proceedings  of  those  people  ban 
"  been  so  dispersed  abroad  the  country,  and  such 
*'  ill  use  made  of  them,  that  diverse  persons  han 
"  been  so  much  influenced,  that  they  refnse  to 
"  pay  taxes  to  Ibe  corporation,  and  threaten  ts 
"  try  it  at  law  with  them.  This  will  be  of  ill 
"  consequence  to  tbe  public  if  some  remedy  csn* 
"  not  be  bad  to  punish  the  insolence  of  these 
"  fellows,  wliicb  if  it  can  be  done  by  an  informa- 
"  tion  in  the  Queen's  Bench,  we  know  all  tbe  rast 
"  will  submit,  and  most  of  these  squeak,  if  once 
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an  information  be  granted  against  them,  which 
^*  is  hoped  shall  be  obtained  on  these  affidavits.^ 

Iq  another  affidavit  made  upon  the  same  occa- 
sion by  Thomas  Hope,  the  son  of  the  above  men- 
tioned Joseph  Hope,  the  register,  it  is  stated,  that 
they  subscribed  a  paper  declaring  the  Lord  of 
Orford  governor  elected ;  and  another  paper  de- 
claring Dr.  Wright,  clerk,  Sir  Comport  Fitch,  and 
Mr.  Robert  Hewitt,  bailifis,  and  — -  Coventry^ 
Eldward  Partheriche,  Joseph  Taylor,  Esquires,  and 
the  said  William  Anderson,  and  Benjamin  How- 
lett»  conservators;  and  that  it  was  past  nine 
o'clock  at  night,  before  they  would  go  out  of  the 
office ;  all  which  time  the  deponent  was  forced  to 
stay  with  them  to  take  care  of  the  office. 

Nov.lSth.  1712. 

The  Right  Honorable  Ed-         the  room  of  Richard  Lord 
ward  Earl  of  Orford,  Gorges,  deceased.) 

(elected  conservator  in 


April  Sth.  William  Fortrey,  Esquire,  stated,  1713. 
that  in  consequence  of  his  not  being  able  to  at-> 
tend  the  meeting  so  often  as  a  bailiff  ought  to  do, 
he  desired  that  he  might  resign  his  place  as  a 
bailiff,  which  was  agreed ;  and  James  Fortrey, 
Esquire,  his  brother,  elected  in  his  stead. 

William  Fortrey,  Esquire,  was  then  elected 
conservator,  in  the  room  of  his  brother,  James 
Fortrey,  Esquire. 

John  Jenyns,  Esq.,  stated,  that  for  the  same 
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reasons,  be  also  desired  that  he  might  resign  his 
place  as  bailiif,  which  was  agreed  j  and  John 
Bfownell,  Esq.,  elected  in  his  place. 

John  Jenytis,  Esq.,  was  tJiea  elected  confwrva- 
ior,  in  the  room  of  the  said  John  Bi-ownell. 

3TIS>      Henry  Corentry  Esq.,  the  room  of  Captain  Mar- 

(electeil  a  conservator  in  tin  Lacy.)  ^^M 


1^14.       JohB  Lc  Pla,  Esq.,  (electfd         of  Henry  Fleming,  EshJJ 


a  conservator  in  the  room 


Richard  Drury  Esq.,  (elect- 
ed a  conservator   iu  the 


John   HitI  Esq.,   (elected  n 
bailiff  in  tlic  room  of 
Dr.  Jolm  Wright.) 

The  RightHonorable  Henry 
Eart  of  Lincoln, 

William  Underwood,  Esq., 


room  of  'rhomns  Jcnkin- 
90B,  Gent.) 


James  Jenyne,  Esq.,  {elect- 
ed conservaton  in  tlit 
room  of 

The  Earl  of  Torrington, 
JohQ  Wakelin^  Gent^ 
John  Jenyns,  Esq.) 


This  is  Dot  tbe  William  Underwood  who  w«s  a 
member  previous  to  this  election ;  so  that  tbere 
were  at  this  time  two  gentlemen  of  that  name 
members  of  the  board. 


1717. 


1718. 


The  same  iaeiid[>ers. 


Governor. 
Wriothesley  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford. 


Baitiffi. 
Sir  Roger  Jenyni,  KdC, 
Jubn  Cbicfaeley,  Esq., 
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Jamaii  Fortrey,  E«q., 
Charlei  Blunt,  Esq., 
John  Brownell,  Esq., 
Franeia  Pembertou,  Esq. 

Conservators. 

The  Right  Honorable  Henry 
Earl  of  Lincoln, 

The  Right  Honorable  Ar- 
thur Earl  of  Anglesey, 

IV  Right  Honorable  Ed- 
ward Earl  of  Orford, 

Tbt  Honorable  Sir  Thomas 
Hanmer,  Bart., 

Jobo  J.enyns^  £«q.. 


William  Portrey,  Esq., 
Thomas  Mulso,  Esq., 
James  Jenyns,  Esq., 
John  Walsham,  Esq., 
Henry  Coventry,  Esq., 
John  Hill,  Esq., 
John  Wright,  Esq., 
Clayton  Milbourne,  Esq., 
Edward  Partheriche,  Esq., 
Richard  Drury,  Esq., 
William  Underwood,  Esq., 
John  Le  Pla,  Esq., 
John  Walsham,junr.,Gent.^ 
Henry  Saffery,  Gent., 
William  Cole,  junr.,  Gent. 


GoMge  Koate,  Gent., 
Jacob  Riss,  Gent., 

(elected  conservators   in 


the  room  of 
Thomas  Mulso,  Esq., 
James  Jenyns,  Esq. 


1719, 


The  question  having  been  previously  put,  as  to 
the  re-election  of  James  Jenyns,  Esq.,  there  ap- 
peared 17  votes  for  him  and  32  against  bim. 

Juhf  22nd.  At  a  meeting  (at  which  none  of  the 
comnvonalty  appear  to  have  been  present)  John 
Jenyns,  Esq.,  signified  to  the  court  (by  Sir  Roger 
Jenyns)  his  desire  to  resign,  which  was  accepted ; 
and  James  Jenyns,  Esq.,  was  elected  conservator 
for  the  reqiaioder  of  the  year,  in  his  stead. 


1719^ 


2i2 


John  VValslmm,  Esq., 
(elected   a  bailiff  in  the 

room  of 
James  Fort  re  y,  Esq.) 

James  Fortrey,  Esq., 


Edward  Harrison,  Esq., 
(elected   conservators 

the  room  of 
John  Walsham,  Eaq^ 
James  Jenyns,  Esq.) 


1720. 


in' 

I 


Nov.  7th.    WilHtun  Underwood,  Esq.,  (elected  a  bailiffl 
^^  the  room  of  Charles  Blunt,  Esq.,  deceased. 


^  Tbc  cuurt  was  informed,  that  John  JeoynSjEsqV 
was  discharged  from  being;  a  conservator,  by  a 
uiisrepresentation  tnade  to  the  meeting  on  the 
22nd  day  of  July,  1719,  by  which  means  his  hro* 
ther,  James  Jenyns,  Esq.,  was  elected  in  his  room; 
and  there  being  a  vacancy  by  the  election  of  Wil- 
liam Underwood,  Esq.,  as  a  bailiff,  the  court 
thought  fit  to  elect  the  said  John  Jcnvj 
servator  in  his  place. 


1721. 


1722. 


,    No  further  alteration. 

A  bill  was  brought  into  parliament,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  several  of  the  commonalty,  to  compel  the 
elections  of  the  board  to  be  taken  in  the  country; 
which  bill  was  opposed  by  the  board ;  and,  oik  a 
division  in  the  house  of  commons,  it  was  thrown 
out  by  a  great  majority. 


Nathaniel  Green,  Esq., 
Nathaniel  Kinderlcy,  Gent., 
{elected   conservators    in 


the  room  of 
Richard  Drury,  ERq.j 
Henry  Saffery,  Esq.) 
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John  Wright,  Esq., 

(elected  a  bailiff  in  the 
room  of  John  Wal- 
sham,  Esq.) 

John  Walsham,  Esq., 
Sir  John  Barnard,  Bart.,* 
John  Skrymshire,  Gent., 


The  Right  Honorable  Henry 
Earl  of  Lincoln, 
(elected  bailiff  in  the  room 
'   of  John  ChicheleyiEsq., 
,     resigned). 

The    Most   Noble    Scrope 

Duke,  of  Bridge  water. 
Sir  Cecil  Wray,  Bart., 
Mr.  Thomas  Holt, 


Edward  Bearcroft,  Esq., 
(elected   conservators  in 

the    room     of    John 

Wright,  Esq., 
William  Fortrey,  Esq., 
John  Hill,  Esq., 
Edward  Partheriche, 

Esq.) 


1723. 


James  Jenyns,  Esq., 

(elected  conservators  in 
the  room  of  the  Right 
Honorable  Henry  Earl 
of  Lincoln, 

The  Right  Honorable  the 
Earl  of  Orford, 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Kinderley, 

John-  Jenyns,  Esq.,  de- 
ceased.) 


1724, 


Upon  the  question  being  put,  whether  Sir  John 
Barnard  should  be  continued  a  conservator,  a  poll 
was  demanded,  when  there  appeai*ed  21  for  him, 


*  This  baronet  resided  at  Brampton  Park,  near  Huntingdon. 
Upon  his  deathy  his  estates  descended  to  his  nephew,  the  late 
General  Sparrow,  whose  only  surviving  child  has  intermarried 
with  Lord  Viscount  Mandeville,  the  eldest  son  of  the  Duke  of 
Manchester,  and  M.  P.  for  the  county  of  Huntingdon.  His  lord- 
ship succeeded  to  the  representation  at  the  general  election, 
Which  took  place  on  the  20th  of  June,  1826,  after  a  very  severe 
eontest.  The  other  candidates  were,  Lord  John  Russell,  and 
William  Henry  Fellowes,  Esq.  (the  two  sitting  members)  ;  and 
at  the  close  of  the  poll  on  the  fifth  day,  the  numbers  were ;— » 
Mandcvillc,  908 ;  Fellowes,  01 1 ;  Russell,  858. 
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•  .fit?     and  56  against  him ;  but  there  not  being  the  cotv-l 
currence  of  u  bailiff  with  the  majority,  lie  was  de- 
tlared  continued. 


|[79tt^  ■  Governor. 

The  Most  Noble  Wriothes ley 
Duke  of  Bedford. 

Bailiff. 
.}--i .       The  Right  Honorable  Henry 
Earl  of  Lincoln, 
Edward  Harrison,  E&<\., 
air  Cecil  Wray,  Bart., 
*''-  * '      James  JenynB,  Esq., 

Robert  Lightfoot,  Esq., 
'William  Underwood,  Laq., 

Conservators, 
John  Wright,  Esq., 
Tlie    Kighi   HoMornble  Ar- 
thur Earl  of  Anglesey, 
Sir  FVanciB  St.  John,  Bart,, 


Sir  Thomas  Hanuter,  Bart^fl 
Joecph  Ktttle,  Esq., 
Henry  Coventry,  Esq., 
Clayton  Milbounie,  Esq.,  " 
Thomas  Dixon,  Esq., 
George  Keate,  Esq., 
Nathaniel  Green,  Eeq. 
Willinm  Thomson*,  Esq.^ 
Thomas  Underwood,  J^fl-^k 
John  Hagar,  Esq., 
Jiiniea  Eortrey,  Gent., 
ThoniBB  Holt,  Esq., 
JuhnUPla,Geiit., 
Mr.  John  Sokith, 
Sir  John  Barnard,  Bart., 
John  Skrymsbire,  Gent, 
Edward  Bebrcroft,  GUtL 


1725.  June  5th.  A  meeting  was  held  for  supplying 
the  defects  in  the  last  election,  it  appearing  sinee, 
that  several  of  the  members  were  not  duly  qaa- 
lified,  Mid— 


*  ThK  ancestor  of  tbe  present  worthy  and  honorable  icpfe- 
tentative  of  that  family,  now  resident  in  the  seal  of  hieanccston, 
at  !jome»ham,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  for  which  cowntj) 
and  Cambridgeshire^  he  served  the  office  of  high  sbeiif  in  the 
year  ItlSe. 
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Mr*  Nitbftolel  Gneen^  James  Jenyns,  E^q*! 

Edward  Partberiche,  Eiq.^  (elected  a  coneervator  ta 

(elected    bailiffs    in    the  the  room  of  Mr.  Ni^ 

room  of  James  J  eiiyns^  thaniel  Greeiu) 
Esq., 
Robert  Uglitfoot,  E^q.) 

July  8ih^  The  Earl  of  Lincoln  acquainted  the 
oourt,  that  Edward  Parthericbe,  Esq.^  desii^ed  ta 
be  disobarged  from  being  one  of  the  bailiflfs  for 
this  year;  and  thereupon  he  was  discharged  ac- 
cordingly; and  Robert  Lightfoot,  Esq.,  chosen  in 
his  room. 


Mr.  Richard  Saffery, 
Mr.  John  Pap  worth, 
Mr.  William  Drage, 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Riss, 
(elected  conservators  in 


the  room  of  Sir  John  Bar- 
nard, Bart., 
Mr.  John  Wright, 
Mr.  Thomas  Holt, 
Mr.  John  Smith.) 


1726. 


Lord  Micklethwaitey 
Mr.  Humfrey  Smith, 
Milbome  Skrymshire,  Esq*, 
Mr.  William  Cole, 

(elected  conservators  in 
the  room  of 


Clayton  Milbourne,  Esq., 
Mr.  Edward  Bearcroft, 
Mr.  John  Hagar, 
Mr.  William  Drage.) 


1727- 


June  lOth. 
Lord  Micklethwaite, 

(elected  a   bailiff  in  the 

room  of  Nathaniel  Green, 

Esq.,  deceased.) 
Lord  Micklethwaite, 


June  12/A. 

Thomas  Dixon,  Esq , 
(elected    bailiffs    in  the 
room  of  Nathaniel  Green, 
Esq., 
Robert  Ligbtfoot,  £bq.) 


1728. 


the  room  of  Liorcl  Mic- 

klctb^raite, 

Thomas  Dixon,  Esq., 

John  Le  Plu,  Esq.) 

Ac  this  election  a  poll  was  taken  for  VVilliai 
Underwood,  Esq.;  49  votes  for  him,  and  39  against 
him.  For  Thomas  Dixon,  Esq.,  a  bailiff;  -M  votes 
for  him,  and  39  against  him.  For  James  Fortrey, 
Esq. ;  47  votes  for  him,  and  34  against  him.  For 
Mr.  Hicliard  Saffery;  40  votes  for  him,  ;ind  3i 
against  him.  These  fonr  members  were  therefore 
declaimed  duly  elected. 


Xov.  21*/. 
Joseph  Kettle,  Esq., 
■q^  (elected  a  baililF  in   the 
^P    room   of  the    Earl   of 
Lincoln,  deceased.) 

David  Greenhill,  Esq., 
Mr.  Peter  Brookes, 


(elected    coiiservatorB 
the    room   of    Jose) 
Kettle,   Esq.,    elected 
bailiff, 

Mr.  Thomas  Underwood, 
resigned.) 


e|^^ 


1729.  March  25th.  Joseph  Kettle.  Esq.,  who  was 
elected  a  bailiff  on  the  2Ist  November,  Dot  ]mtig 
then  duly  qualified,  and  being  since  duly  qualK 
fied,  he  was  upon  the  question  put,  elected  8 
.bailifr. 


ffkitsun  Meeting.     The  following  entry  ap- 
pears in  the  order  book  of  the  corporation ; 
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•  **  The  Duke  of  Bedford  and  several  conservators, 
with  a  great  many  of  the  cominonalty,  assembled 
at  the  Fen  Officey  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion as  usual,  and  being. informed  that  Mr.  Dixon 
and  all  the  rest  of  the  former  bailiffs  (except  Mr. 
Uarrison)  were  at  Brown's  Coffee  House,  in  Mitre 
Court;   the  governor   sent  several  messages  to 
them  to  attend,  to  proceed  to  election :  but  they 
retumed  for  answer  that  they  understood  that 
they  were  to  be  turned  out,  and  that  they  would, 
not  give  bis  grace  any  trouble,  but  that  he  might 
proceed  as  he  pleased.    His  grace,  however,  with 
the  rest  of  the  body  then  assembled  at  the  office^, 
waited  two  hours  for  their  coming;  but  upon  re- 
collecting that  the  Duke*  had  not  been  sworn  into 
hia  office,  and  a  doubt  arising  whether  he  could 
proceed  to  election  unless  so  sworn,  his  grace,  at- 
tended by  the  register  and  two  of  the  conservators, 
(viz.  Mr.  Keate  and  Mr.  Pemberton)  went  to  the 
coffee-house,  and  entered  the  room  where  the  bai- 
lifis  were,  and  the  Duke  demanded  to  be  sworn, 
whereupon  those  gentlemen  rose  up  in  a  great 
hurry,  and  made  the  best  haste  they  could  out  of 
the  room,  (being  a  room  up  stairs,  and  not  the 
public  coffee  room ;)  but  before  they  could  get  out 
the  register  administered  the  oath  of  office  to  his 
grace,  in  the  presence  of  most  of  them,  before  they 
could  leave  the  room,  and  his  grace  thereupon 
kissed  the  book,  and  publicly  said,  '  Take  notice, 
gentlemen,  I  am  sworn,  and  am  now  ready  to  go 

*  The  Duke  had  only  then  attained  his  minority. 


to  election.'  His  grace  then  leturoed  to  the 
office,  and  acquainted  the  rnernbera  present  of  his 
having  taken  the  oath,  and  they  proceeded  to  the 
election ;  but  before  they  did  so,  Edirard  Harrison, 
Esq.,  sent  in  his  resignation  in  writing." 

"  The  Court  resolved  that  the  several  bailiSll 
should  be  first  elected ;  and  the  question  being 
put  separately,  as  to  the  election  of  each  of  them, 
it  passed  in  thenegative,and  other  gentlemen  were 
elected  in  their  places.  After  the  bailiff's  were 
elected,  fiveoftliem  being  present,  were  sworn, 
and  the  court  then  elected  the  most  Noble  Wri- 
othesley  Duke  of  Bedford  their  governor,  who 
was  alsosworn.when  they  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  the  several  conservators ;  and  at  the  final  close 
of  the  election  the  board  consisted  of  the  follow- 
;iag  members:  ^m 


Governor* 

Tbe  MoBt  Nubl«  Wriothea- 

ley  Duke  of  Bedford. 

Batlifs. 
Sir  John  Bernaril,  Bart.,  (in 

lieu  of  Lord  Viscuunt 

Mictckthffatte,) 
Francifl  Pemberton,  Eaq. 

(ialinofSirCecUWray,)     Tht     HonoraUe     EOnmt 
G«tM^  Keate,  Exq.,  in  (lieu        Karrison,  Eiq.*  (in  4hK 

of  £d ward  Harrison,  Esq.. 

resigned,) 
Edtvard  Partberiche,  Esq., 

(in  lieu  of  William  Uuder- 

wood,  Esq., resigned,) 


John  Bfownell,  Esq.,(In  W|| 
of  ThomaH  Dixon,  Eaq.,) 

William  Cole,  Esq.,  (in  lien 
of  Joseph  Kettle,  Esq.) 

Contervatort. 
The  Earl  of  Anglesey, 
Sir  Tbonias  Hantner,  Bui, 
Sir  Francis  St.  Jottn^  BiA, 


Foom  of  FnuiCis  Pekubir^ 
ton,£sq.,eIected  a  biBiiy 
James  Fortrey,  Esq., 
John  Slurymshire,  Esq., 
James  Jeiiyns,  Eatjo 
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Humphrey  SmiUi,  Esq., 

lohn  Wyldbore^  Bsq.^ 

Malborn  SkfymBbire^  Esq., 

Prands  Naylor^  (in  lieu  of 
Samael  Shepheard,  r«- 
jectedy) 

SoameJenynfl,Esq./(in  lieu 
of  William  Cole,  appoint- 
ed bailiff,) 

Diogley  Askham,  Esq«»  (in 
lien  of  David  Greenhill, 
Esq.,) 

3f€^90lh.^  Sir  John  Barnard  resigned  his  of- 
fice of  bailiff,  and  Humphrey  Smith,  Esq.^  was 
elected  in  his  room ;  Richard  Drury,  E^q.,  waa 
elected  a  conservator. 


John  Walishatni  juit.,  Esq., 

(in  lieu  of  Richard  Saf^* 

fery,) 
George  Sayer,  Gcnt»,  (in  lieu 

of  William  Thomson,) 
Thomas  Carter,  Gent., 
John  Papworth,  Gent., 
Jeremiah  Riss,  Gent., 
Thomas  Underwood,  Gent., 

(in  lieu  of  Richard 

Brookes.) 


Governor. 

The  Most  Noble  Wriothes- 
ley  Duke  of  Bedford. 

Bailiffi. 

The  Honorable    Edward 

Harrison,  Esq., 
Sir  John  Bernard,  Bart., 
Francis  Naylor,  Esq., 
Dingley  Askham,  Esq., 


Thomas  Dixon,  Esq., 
John  Brownell,  Esq. 

Ckmtervatar$w 
The  Earl  of  Anglesey, 
Thomas  Underwood,  Esq., 
Joseph  Kettle,  Et^q., 
Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  Bart., 
The   Honorable   Henry 

Coventry,  Esq. 
Edward  Partherlche,  Esq., 


1730, 


*  An  ancestor  of  the  present  chairman  of  the  board.     Mr. 

Jenyns  was  a  lord  of  trade«  and  represented  the  borough  of 

Caoibridge  in  parliament  several  years.    He  was  a  scht>lar,  a 

witt  and  a  statesman.   His  works  were  collected  and  published 

by  the  late  Charies  Nalson  Cole,  Esq.,  heretofore  regiitler  of  the 

Bw  \j»  C« 

f  At  this  meeting  LonI  Viscount  Mickksthwaite  (kte  one  of 

the  bailiffs)  was  removed  from  the  situation  of  surveyor-general. 

The  receiver  general  and  scijcant  at  mace  were  also  removed. 
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^B                          John  Walehain,  juii.,  Esq., 

John  Skrymshire,  Esq.| 

■                          William  Cole,  Esq., 

Soame  Jenyna,  Esq., 

^^                          Georgp  Keatc,  Esq., 

Humphrey  Smith,  Esq., 

^                         Sigisinond  Trafford,  Esq., 

John  Wyldbore,  Esq., 

K                          William  Underwood,  Esq., 

Jeremiah  Ris,  Esq., 

■                         James  Fortrcy,  Esq., 

Mr.  ITiomas  Carter, 

■                          James  Jeuyiis,  Esq., 

Mr.  John  Papworth. 

1731.       George  Keate,  Esq., 

Malborn  Skrymshire,  Esq, 

Humphrey  Smith,  Esq., 

(elected  conservators  in 

1                               elected  bailiffs  in  the 

the  room  of 

i                             room  ot 

William  Cole,  Esq, 

Thomas  Dixon,  Esq., 

George  Keate,  Esq., 

■                       John  Br<.^pneU,  Esq., 

WiUiam   Underwood, 

Robert  Pullein,  Esq., 

Esq.. 

^^^               Ricliard  Vmry,  Eaq,, 

Humphrey  Smith,  Esq.,  ^ 

^^^H              Joseph  Willoughby,  Esq., 

Mr.  Thomas  Carter.) 

^^              Henry  Partridge,  Esq., 

__                              Lord  John  Russell,* 

derwood,  Esq.,              ' 

John  BrowTiell,  Esq., 

Sir  Tiiomaa  Hanmer, 

Hiciison  Wright,  Esq., 

Bart., 

William    Cole,    Esq., 

James  Fortrey,  Esq., 

(elected  conservators  in 

Mr.  John  Papworth.) 

.    the  room  of  Thomas  Un- 

1733.         At  the  April  meeting 

The  Most  Noble  John,  4th  Duke  of  Bedford.f 

*   Afterwards  John  fourth  Duke  and  eighth  Earl  of  IW- 

ford. 

t  Elected  GoTernor  on  the  death  of  his  brother  Wriotheslej, 

3rU  Duke  and  7lh  Enrl.     John  Duke  of  Bedford  was  an  cmintot 

statesman  ;  he  was  born  30th  Sep.  1710 ;  and  married  11th  Oct, 

i 

U  _; X. 
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The  Right  Honorable  Mr.  Thomas  Carter^  (elect*       1732L 

•  Charles  Lord  Lynn,  (elect-  ed   conservators    in  the 

ed  a  bailiff  in  the  room  of  room  of 

The  Honorable   Edward  The  Duke  of  Bedford  (late 

Harrison^  Esq.^deceased.)  Lord  John  Russell, 

Jlenry  Smithy  Esq.,  Edward  Partheriche,Esq.) 


TheUght  Honorable  Lord         the  room  of  James  Jenyns,       1734 
St  John  of  Bletsoe,  Esq.) 

(elected    conservator   in  *  --  - 

m 

ITSl^  the  Lady  Diana  Spencer^  youngest  daughter  to  Charles 
lail  of  Sunderland^  by  Lady  Anne  daughter  to  John  Duke  of 
Marlborough^  by  whom  he  had  issue^  a  son^  Francis  Marquess  of 
Tavistock^  who  died  the  day  he  was  born^  6th  Nov.^  1732.  Her 
tinee  departed  this  life  on  the  27th  Sept.^  1735 ;  and  in  April 
1487»  his  Grace  married  Gertrude^  eldest  daughter  of  John  Earl 
'Qawet,  ancestor  of  the  present  Marquess  of  Stafford,  by  his  first 
iHfey  the  Lady  £?elin  Pierrepoint,  daughter  of  Evelyn  Duke  of 
Kingston ;  by  whom  he  had  issue,  a  daughter.  Lady  Caroline, 
-born  in  1743,  and  married  to  George  Srd  Duke  of  Marlborough; 
^Iso  another  son,  who  died  an  infant;  and  Francis  Marquess  of 
TiYistodc,  bom  26th  Sept.,  1739,  married,  1704,  Elizabeth  Kep- 
pel,  daughter  of  William  Earl  of  Albemarle,  and  (unfortunately 
dying  by  a  fall  from  a  horse  on  his  return  from  hunting,  29th 
March,1767,)  left  issue  by  her  (who  died  in  Oct.,  1768,)  Francis 
Ml  Duke,  John  6th,  and  present  Duke,  and  William,  born  20th 
Aug.9l767,  married  llth  July,  1709,  Charlotte  Villiers,  daugh- 
'  ter  of  George  4th  Earl  of  Jersey. 

His  Grace  John  Duke  of  Bedford,  was  constituted  first  Lord 
Commissioner  of  the  Admiralty,  in  Dec,  1744.  His  labours  for 
'  the  service  of  his  country,  whilst  he  presided  at  that  board,  were 
inde&tigable,  and  were  crowned  with  the  most  eminent  success, 
and  on  the  27th  of  the  same  month,  he  was  swora  at  Saint 
Aunes's,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Privy  Council.  On  the  28th  May 
1745,  he  was  created  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Custos  Rotnlorum  of 
*  Bedfordshire,  and  was  one  of  the  Lords  Justices,  during  his  Ma- 
jesty's absence  abroad  that  year :  and  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  rebellion,  he  raised  a  regiment  of  foot  for  his  Majesty^s  ser- 
rice.    On  the  12tfa  Feb.,  1745,  he  was  appointed  Warden  and 


m^ 
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Tlie  Right  Honorable  Lord 
St.  John  of  Bletsoe, 

John  Browiiell,  Es<]., 

(elected    baitiFFa    in    the 
room  of  Sir  John   Ber- 
nard, Biirt., 
Frnticis  N»Ilonr,  Est].,} 

Sir  John  Bernard,  Bart., 


Frnncis  Nailoiir,  Esq., 
Owen  Fann,  Gent.,  (elected 
conservaltire  in  the  room 
of  the  Right    Honornble 
Lord  St.  John, 
John  Brownell,  Esq. 
Hicksoii  Wright,  Esq 


1796.       William  Cole.  Esq.,  (elected 
a  bailiff  in  the  room  of 
John  Browne!!,  Esq.,) 
Jinthaniel  Day,  Esq., 


David  Gfeenhill,  Esq. 
Francis    Pcmberton,  jitiLi 

E.q., 
Daniel  Descow,  Gent, 


Keeper  of  New  Forest  in  iba  county  of  HuiiM;  aiul  ufl  d« 
13th  Fell.,  1747-8,  bii  Majesty  wae  pleased  to  DonMOBtg  hi 
Gruce  to  he  one  of  bis  pr'inci|ml  8«erelnrie8  of  Stute.  In  Ofr 
lober,  17 J8,  he  was  ctiosen  one  of  tlie  Governors  oftheClw 
.  ler  House.  On  the  Sind  June,  1749,  ut  it  ehnpier  of  the  mM 
noble  onler  of  the  G»rter,  held  by  hia  Majesty  M  t^vntil^ 
ton,  his  Grace  wu  elected  anenf  Ibc  Knights  Couipaniooi af 
tliiit  niosl  noble  oriier,  mid  Has  in^laUeiJ  iil  UiniUor  July  12ili, 
17  jO,  and  plnceil  in  tbe  l;itli  sull  on  the  I'riaee's  side.  Oa  llK 
13th  April,  )7&1,  he  wita  coostitutra!  Lord  Ue  men  nut  and  CoUu 
Rotulonim  of  Devonshire,  and  of  the  city  anil  county  of  Eietcr] 
and  in  June  folloMiu^,  resij^aed  the  eeuls  of  one  of  his  Hi- 
jesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State.  HisGnice  wa^otieof  ite 
Lords  Justices,  during  his  Majesty's  absence  in  his  Ciennan 
domioiuns  in  the  years  1746,  174U,aivl  1760,  His  Grace  vu 
also  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Governor  of  Ireland  in  1737  j  and 
the  4tti  Sept.,  170*2,  was  appointed  minister  pileDipotcaliary  ta 
the  Court  uf  Versailles  ;  and  on  the  Atd  Nov.  following,  a,\gnd 
atFoniaiubleau,  the  preliminary  articles  of  peaee  with  France  «Dii 
Spain;  and,  lOth  Feb.,  1703,  subscribed  the  rulilicalion  of 
definitive  treaty  of  pence  between  the  belligerent  jiuwcra  of  GkoI 
Britain,  France,  Spain,  and  I'oTtugtil.  His  Grace,  ujioahijir* 
turn  from  France,  was  mwlo  Preaitlent  of  the  Council. 

This  eminent  siatcaman  died  on  the  L4lh  Jan.,  (771.  Ivunag 
nuKiuued  Governor  of  tlte  Corjioialion  ncEwrt;  9B  years.     - 
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Tbomfts  Moore,  Gent^ 
(elected   cooservatora  in 
the  room  of 
Sigismond  Trafford,  Bsq., 


Richard  Drury,  E8q.,(elect- 
ed  a  bailifT  in  the  room  of 
George  Keate,  Esq*,) 
Coolson  Pelloweti,  Esq., 
George  Keate,  Esq., 
John  Wyldbore,  Esq., 
Guy  Ldndrey,  Esq., 
Thomas  Revell,  Esq., 
Si^mond  Trafford,  Esq., 
Edmund  Saffery,  Gent., 
Feler  Descow,  Gent.,  (elect- 
ed  conservators    in   the 


Joseph  WiUoughby,  Esq., 
John  Wyldbore,  Esq., 
William  Cole,  Esq., 
Henry  South,  Elsq  • 


room  of  the  Earl  of  An- 
glesey, 
The    Honorable    Henry 

Coventry,  Esq., 
NatKaniel  Day,  Esq., 
Richard  Drury,  Esq., 
David  Greenhill,  Esq^ 
Malborn  Skrymabire, 

Esq., 
Thomas  Carter,  Gent., 
Daniel  Descow,  Gent. 


1737. 


&3r  Tmms  St.  John,  Bart., 
(elected  a  bailiff  in  the 


The  Right  Honorable 
Charles  Lord  Viscount 
Townshend.* 

Francis  Nailour,Esq.,(elect- 
cd  bailiff  in  the  room  of 
The    Right     Honorable 


loom  of  George  Keate,       1738, 
Esq.) 


Charles  Lord  Lynn, 
Richand  Drury,  Esq.) 
Sir  Thomas  Drury,  Bart., 
(elected  a  conservator  in 
the  room  of  Francis  Nail- 
our,  Esq., (elected  bailiff.) 


^  Afterwards  Marquess  Townshend.  His  Lordship  was  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  1767 ;  Lord  Lieulenant  ami  Custos  Ro- 
InlonuD  of  the  county  of  Norfolk  ;  and  a  Field  Marshal  in  the 

ansgr. 


1739. 


William  Cole,  Esq. 

{elected  bailiffs  in  the 
room  of  Lord  Viscount 
Townshend,*  resigned), 
Humphrey  Smith,  Esq.) 

Peter  Standley,  Esq., 

Mr.  Anthony  South, 


conBenatorfl  in  ihv\t* 
of     Coidsoti      Fellowes, 
Edq., 

William  Cole,  Esq., 
Francis   Pembcrton,  jim.» 
Esq.) 


1 744  ^**  alteration. 

1745.  N**  alteration. 


'  His  Lordshiji  held  the  [lOst  of  Master  of  the  King'sStt? 
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rbe  Earl  of  Sandwich^ 
kfatthew  Wyldbore,  Esq., 
(elected  conservators,  in 


the  room  of 

John  Walker,  Esq., 

Mr.  Robert  Gill). 


No  alteration. 


Governor. 
Grace  The  Most  Noble 
John  fourth  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford. 

Bailiffs, 

he  Right  Honorable  The 
ESarl  of  Lincoln, 


Coulson  Fellowes,  Esq., 
Francis  Nailour,  Esq., 
Soame  Jenyns,  Esq., 
Henry  Partridge,  Esq., 
William  Cole,  Esq. 


Upon  the  question,  that  Dingley  Askham,  Esq. 
boald  be  re-elected  a  bailiff,  it  was  resolved  in 
be  negative;  and  a  poll  being  demanded  and 
iken,  there  appeared  for  him,  21 ;  against  him, 
O. 


Conservators. 

he  Right  Honorable  The 
Earl  of  Sandwich, 
ir  Francis  St.  John,  Bart., 
ir  John  Bernard,  Bart., 
Ir  Thomas  Drury,  Bart., 
William  Greayes,Esq.,B.  B., 


Peter  Standley,  Esq., 
Thomas  Revell,  Esq., 
William  Thomson,  Esq., 
George  Wright,  Esq., 
John  Walsham,  Esq., 
John  Wyldbore,  Esq., 


[ounds,  from  which  he  retired  upon  the  accession  of  the  Gren- 
lleand  Whig  administration,  in  1800;  and  upon  their  retire- 
tent  he  was  appointed  to  the  lucrative  situation  of  Post  Master 
cneral.  He  was  certainly  a  man  of  very  moderate  talents ;  and 
>t  possessed  that  useful  kind  of  knowledge,  which  enabled  him. 
Bring  a  long  political  career,  to  secure  to  himself  good  situa- 
ons  nnder  government,  and  also  whenever  he  could,  to  quarter 
is  creatures  aud  dependents  upon  the  public  purse. 
VOL.  I.  2    K 


497 
1746. 


1747. 


1748. 
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1751. 


Ediciirt]  Nightingali?,   Esq.,  Mr.  Peter  Dncoir,      |^fl 

Matthew  Wyldbore,  Esq.,  Mr.  Robert  Cloiigh,     ^J 

John  Skryiii^hire,  Em].,  Kobert  Butcher,  Esq., 

Mr.  Tliomas  Moore,  George   ^^'a(l<1i^gtun,  Ev\- 


The  Right  Honorable  The     Christopher  Melbonme, 
Earl  of  Sandwich  {elected         Esq.,   (elected   conscm- 


a  bailitr  in  the   room   of 
Henry  Partridge,  Esq ) 
Heury  Pattridge,  Esq., 
Matthew  Robinson  Morris, 
Esq., 


tors  in  the  room  of 
The  Earl  of  Sandwich, 
Peter  Standley,  Esq., 
John  WalshaiQ,  Esq, 


Robert  Butcher,  Esq., 
(elected  a  bailiff   in  the 
room  of  William   Cole, 
Esq. 
John  Hi^ur,  Esq., 
Anthony  Reynolde,  Esq., 
Samuel  Henry  Pont,  Esq., 
James  Fortrey,  Esq., 
The   Rev.  Thomas   Nealc, 


clerk,  (elected  consem- 
tors,  in  the  room  of 
Sir  Thomas  Drury, 
Robert  Butcher,  Enf^ 
William  Greares,  B.  B. 

Esq., 
Mr,  Thomas  Moore, 
Mr.  Peter Deacow. 


Sir  Thomas  Drory,  Bart., 
Henry  Reade,  Esq. 
Charles  NalaonCole,  Esq.,* 
(elected   conservators    in 


the  room  of  Sir  Fr&nds 
St.  John,  Bart., 

Edward  Nightingale, 
Esq., 

George  Wright,  Esq.) 


•  Mr.  Cole  wbb  elected  Register  of  the  Corporatioa  \a  HSl- 
The  lost  edition  of  Dugdale's  History  of  Draining  aad  Imbaii- 
ing,  WHS  published  hy  Mr.  Cole,  at  the  request  and  expeOKcf 
the  Corporation. 


MBafUBM  OP  THB  BOARD. 

4\ 

Beoige  Waddington,  Esq., 

(elected  conservators    ia 

1751 

(dected  a  bailiff  in  the 

the  room  of 

room  of  Franriii  Nailour, 

Tiiomas  Revell,  Eiq., 

E8q«,retigiied). 

John  Skrymshire,  Bb((«, 

Arthur  Annesley,  Esq^, 

George  Waddington, 

Henry  Coventry,  Esq.^ 

Esq», 

Mr.  Thoouui  Moore, 

Anthony  Reynolds,  Esq.) 

Henry  Morleyi  Esq., 

* 

FrmnciB  Wyat^  Esq., 

the  room  of 

1758. 

(elected  a  conservator  in 

Henry  Coventry,  Esq.) 

^  9  *^*^# 

James  Collier^  Esq., 

the  room  of  Sir  John 

1754. 

Maximilian  Walsbaw,  Esq., 

Bernard,  Bart., 

(elected  conservators  in 

William  Thomson,  Esq.) 

John  Partherlcb,  Esq., 

(elected  a  conservator  b  the  room  of  Henry  Iteade,  Esq.) 


175S. 


MattheirRobinson  Morris*, 
Eaq.,  (elected  a  bailiff  in 
the  room  of  The  Earl 
of  Sandwich.) 

William  Greaves,  B.  B., 
Eaq., 


John  Leaford,  Gent., 
John  Gardnerf,  Gent., 
(elected  conservators  in 
the  room  of  Matthew 
Robinson  Morris,  Esq., 
John  Wyldbore,  Esq., 
John  Partherich,  Esq.) 


1750. 


*' Afterwards  created  Lord  Rokeby. 

t  Ctandfather  of  the  present  Marchioness  of  Townshend, 
and  great  grandfather  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  her  eldest  son> 
born  after  her  marriage  with  the  present  George,  third  Mar- 
qais  of  Townshcnd. 

2k2 
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The  Rev.  Jeremiah  Pember- 


Williiiin  Strong,  Gent., 
(elected  conservators    in 


the  room  of  Charles 
Nal8oiiCoIe,EBq.,dert- 
ed  register, 
John  Learord,  Gent). 


Henry  Symons,  Eaq., 
Reade  Peacockc,  Esq., 
(elected   conservatorB   in 
the  room  of 


Samuel  Henry  PoDf^ 

Esq, 
John  Hagar,  Eaq.) 


Henry  Robinson,  Esq., 
George  Warren,  Esq., 
(elected   conservators 


theroomofSirTbomM 
Drnry,  Bart., 
Frit  nc  is  Wyatj  Esq. 


John  Drnge,  *  Esq.,  (elected  a  conseivator  in  the  rooDof 
Sir  Thomas  Peytonj  Bart.,  reBigned). 


1761. 


The    Most  Noble    Francis 
Marquess  of  Tavistock f, 
(elected   a   bailiff  in   the 
room  of  Robert  Butch- 
er, Esq.) 

The  Honorable  Sir  George 


Warren,  Knt.  of  the  Bath, 
lateGcorgeWarren,  Esq., 
Robert  Butcher,  Esq., 
(elected  a  conservator  in 

the  room  of  The  Rev. 

Thomas  Neale,  clerk). 


*  He  served  the  olTice  of  high  sheriff  for  the  couolie*  of 
Guuhridgc  anil  Huntingdon. 

f  This  nobleman  hnil  the  misfurtune  to  be  killed  by  a  fil' 
from  bis  horse  on  his  return  from  hunting,  and  conseqiKotlf 
never  succeeded  to  the  dukedom. 
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Mti  Robert  Walsham,  Gent.,  (elected  a  conservator  in  tlie 
room  of  Maximilian  Walsham,  Esq.,  deceased.) 


176t. 


Matthew  Wyldbore,  Esq., 
(elected  a  bailiiF  in  the 
room  of  Matthew  Ro- 
binson Morris,  Esq.) 

Thomas  Waddington,  Esq., 


John  Hagar,Esq.,  (elected 
conservators  in  the  room 
of  Henry  Symons,  Esq., 
Matthew  Wyldbore,  Esq.) 


1763, 


The  Right  Honorable  Lord 
Viscount  Townshend, 
(elected  a  bailiff  in  the 
room  of  The  Right  Ho- 
norable the  Earl  of  Lin- 
coln). 


llobert  Palmer,  Esq., 
Mr.  Peter  Descow, 

(elected  conservators   in 


No  alteration. 


Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  jun., 
Mr.  John  Gardner,  jwi., 
(elected  conservators  in 
the  room  of  Sir  George 
Warren,  Knt., 
Henry  Robinson,  Esq.) 


the  room  of  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Moore, 
Robert  Butcher,  Esq.) 


*  Then  M.P.  for  the  county  of  Cambridge.  He  had  become 
%ht  purchaser  of  the  extensive  property  devised  to  the  Earl  of 
fciincoln  by  the  Earl  of  Torriogton ;  and  was  elected  a  bailiff 
Without  having  been  previously  chosen  a  conservator. 


1764. 


1765. 


1766. 


Sir  Sampson  Gideon,  Bart.*,  (elected  a  bailiff  in  the  room  of       ]  767. 
The  Marquess  of  Tavistock). 


1768. 


1769- 
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William  FelloivcB,  Esq., 
John  Thomson,  Esq., 
David  BurgCB*,  Esq., 
(elected    conservators  in 


sFor- 


the  room  of  J 

trey,  Esq., 
Mr.  John  Gardner,  sen., 
The    Rev.  Mr.   pember- 

toii). 


W'illium  Fellowcet,  Esq., 
Kolicrt  Palmer,  Euq., 
(elected    bailiffs    in    the 
room  of  Coul&ou  Fel- 
lowes,  Esq., 
Soatne  Jcnjns,  Esq.] 


1771. 


Soanie  Jenyns,  E»q., 
Thomas  Groundl,  Esq., 
(elected   coiiservtttors  in 
the  room  of  \Miruuii 
Fellowes,  Esq., 
Robert  I'almer,  Esq.) 


1770.       Sir  Thomas  Ilatton,  Bart.,  (elected  a 'conservator  In  tk 
room  of  'iliomaB  Waddington,  deceased). 


The  Most  Noble  Francis  5th 
Dukeof  Bedfor(l§,  (elect- 
ed governor  in  the  room 


of  his  grandfathrr,  Julu 
Duke  of  Bedford). 


*  The  ancestor  of  the  present  ThomEia  Burgea,  Esq.,  whoM 
family  have  been  for  npwards  of  a  century  resident  at  Benwkiit 
in  Lhe  Isle  of  Ely.  Mr.  Thomas  Burgos  served  the  office  of  high 
sheriff  fur  the  counties  of  CaiubridgF  nnil  Huntingdon  in  I8!0. 
in  a  manner  suitable  to  his  ample  fortune  and  fen  possessiaos- 

t  Father  of  W.  H.  Fellowcs,  Esq,,  the  present  M,  I',  fix  tht 
county  of  Huntingdon.  Mr.  Fellowcs,  llic  father,  reprcMntKl 
the  borough  of  Andover,  in  Hants,  in  parliament,  several  yean. 

X  Mr.  Ground  served  the  nflicc  ofhigh  sherifffor  the  coontiu 
of  Cambriilge  ond  Huntingdon, 

5  Hia  grace  was  then  a  mltwr  of  the  ape  of  five  yean}  id' 
continued  governor  Ihirly-nne  jears.  He  was  born  on  theSSaJ 
of  July,  1<I65,  and  died  unmarried,  universally  regrvlted,M 
the  2nd  of  March,   1802.     The  rtudcr  is  referred  to  the  id- 
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Soame  JfnjDB,  Esq.,  (elect- 
ed a  bailiff  in  the  room  of 
George  Waddington,  Esq., 
deceased). 


Sir  Brownlow  Cast,  Bart., 

Francis  Dixon,  Esq., 

(elected   conservators  in 

the  room  of 
Soame  Jcnyns,  Esq., 
Mr.  Peter  Descow). 


CbarlfB  Gonld,  Esq., 
Robert  Clougb,  jun.,  Esq., 
(elected  conservators  in 


Peter  Desc<>w,  Gent., 
(elected  a  conservator  in 


the  room  of  Henry  Mor- 
ley,  Esq., 

Robert  Clough,  Esq.,  (re- 
signed). 


the  room  pf  James  Col- 
lier, Esq.,  deceased). 


1773. 


1773. 


Henry   Dash  wood   Peyton,     The  Rev.  Cyrill  Clough, 
Esq.,* 


1774. 


mirably  and  eloquently  drawn  character  of  this  distinguished 
and  anriable  nobleman^  by  the  late  Right  Honorable  Charles 
James  Fox»  in  a  speech  delivered  to  the  house  of  commons 
upon  the  occasion  of  moving  for  a  new  writ  for  the  borough  of 
Tavistock,  in  the  room  of  his  brother  Lord  John  Russdl,  who 
had  tucoeeded  to  the  dukedom. 

*  Henry  Dashwood  Peyton^  Esq  » (son  of  George  Dashwood, 
Baq.,  of  Peyton  Hall,  in  the  eounty  of  Suffolk,  by  Margaret, 
s^^ond  daughter  of  Sir  Sewster  Peyton,  Bart.^  and  sister  of  Sir 
Tbomas  Peyton,  at  whose  decease  the  baronetcy  (which  was 
craated  in  1684)  expired,  having  assumed  by  act  of  parliament^ 
ifll  obedience  to  Che  testamentary  injunction  of  his  unde,  the  said 
Sir  Tbomas  Peyton,  the  surname  of  Peyton,)  was  created  a  ba- 
ronely'lBth  Sept.  1770.  Sir  Henry  married  Frances,  eldest 
dai^ter  of  Sir  John  Rous^  of  Henham  Hall^  since  created  ba- 
ronet of  Stradbrooke.  Sir  Henry  was  M.  P.  for  the  county  of 
Cambridge,  and  died  in  1789. 
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ited   cotiservLitois    in  Mi.  Thumns  Moore,  Gent, 

Tuuiii  nf  Robert  Clough,  jun.  Gsq.,) 


No  alteration. 


1 


Lord  Brownlow,  Henry  Peytoii,  Esq.,  is  this 

(elected  a  conservator  in  year    cnllcd     Sir   Henry 

the  room  of  Sir  Brown-  Peyton,  Bart. 
low  Cust,  Bart., 


John  Heathcotc,  Esq,,*  servatora  in  the  room 

The  Right  Honorable   Earl         Reade  Peacocke,  Estj., 

Fit2williaiu,t (elected  con-  John  Thomson,  Estj.) 


1 


+  Mr.  Ilealhcole  reeidet  ut  Ciiniington  Castle,  tn  the  couatf 
of  Himtinpdon.  He  Enl  Eevcral  yem's  in  |jiiilianient  for  ibe 
borough  of  Ripon,  in  Yorkshire.  He  hns  also  served  the  office 
of  high  sheriff  for  the  counties  of  Cambridge  and  HuntingdoD. 
Jteiiig  in  the  possession  of  the  greater  part  of  the  estates  of  tbe 
learned  anliiiuary  Sir  Itobert  Cotton  de  Bruce ;  he  and  hii 
descendants  (upon  a  vacancy)  will  have  great  claims  to  be  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  Cottouian  trustees  of  tbe  British  Museum. 
At  any  rale,  his  claim  resta  upon  equal,  if  not  superior  right,  to 
those  who  now  lill  tbe  situation. 

t  His  lordship  was  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  1106,  tot  a 
very  short  period;  and  lo  his  ill-adviaed  recall,  tbe  horrible 
events  of  the  three  subsequent  years  havebeen  justly  attributed. 
His  lordship  was  appointed  president  of  the  council  during  ibe 
short  administration  of  Lord  Grenville  and  Mr.  Fox,  in  1806. 
Tbe  author  (turning  aside  from  all  political  feeling)  records  wiA 
unfeigned  pleasure  and  delight  the  pre-eminent  virtnea  and 
generous  feelings  which  form  (he  character  of  this  munificent 
and  benevolent  nobleman,  who  lives  justly  revered  in  the  hearts 
of  his  grateful  and  admiring  fellow  citizens.. 
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George  WaddiDgton^  Esq.,        room  of  John  Heathcote^ 
(elected  conservator  in  the         Esq.) 


505 
1779. 


Charles  Gould,  Esq.,  this  year  styled  Sir  Charles  Gould.         1779. 


No  alteration. 


1780. 


Sir  Charles  Gould*  (after- 
wards Sir  Charles  Mor- 
gan^   Bart.^)    (elected   a 
bailiff  in  the  room  of 
Matthew  Wyldbore,Esq.) 


The   Honorable   Philip 
Yorke^t   (elected  a  con- 
servator in  the  room  of 
Sir  Charles  Gould  (elect- 
ed a  bailiff). 


176L 


Thomas  Gotobed^  Esq.  the  room  of  Francis 

(elected  a  conservator  in         Dixon,  Esq.) 


1782. 


No  alteration. 


1783. 


•  *  He  was  many  years  judge  advocate  general,  and  M.  P.  for 
the  coonty  of  Brecon,  and  one  of  his  majesty's  most  honorable 
privy  cooQcil. 

t  Now  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  K.  G.,  and  then  M.  P.  for  the 
ccymiy  of  Cambridge.  His  lordship  is  lord  lieutenant  and  cuf- 
lot  roiularum  of  the  same  county,  and  high  steward  of  the 
nnivernty  of  Cambridge.  His  lordship  was  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland  in  the  year  1800.  He  also  holds  the  honorary  situa* 
tion  of  surveyor-general  to  the  corporation. 


^^Pm  BTATK  OP  THE  IIEDFORD  LEVSL! 

J^k      flffuyftltriilgejiin.  Esq.,  Ihiiry   Putrid^,  Ma^ 

The  Rer.  JcreiiiUh  Pember-  Em)., 

ton,  (elected  conservators  John  Ilagar,  Eec].) 
ID  tlie  room  of 


1785.      Juhn  Winf,  Est].,  of  Mr.  Pt:ler  Descuw.Jc- 

A^'-".  .        Mr,  Johu  Wells,  (elected  ctased, 

CODKiratuts  ill  the  room         Georgt  Wjiddington, 
Esq.,  deceased.) 


r  Annrsley,  Esf).,*  nesley,  Est].,  dece&scd, 

ThB  ftw,. Henry  Green,  David  Burgee,  Efitj.di-- 


i;TAwn9hend,  Esq.,  ceased, 

(elected   conservators   in  Heury  IVrtridge,  Esq., 

tlw  room  of  Arthur  An-  dUqualitied.) 


1787.       ^"  Henry  Peyton,  Bart.,  The  Rev. Thomas  Wadding- 

(elected  a  builiff  in  the  ton, 

r"oni  of  Robert  Palmer,  Richard  Greayes  Townky, 

Esq.,  deceased.)  ^^1-'    (elected  consem- 

*  Me  became  the  purchaser  of  the  extensive  estates  belong- 
ing  to  A>e  tkmily  of  Cotton,  of  GiddiAg  Grove,  in  the  eonirty  of 
Mwitingilon,  the  ancient  seat  of  the  celebrated  antiqaary  Sfr 
Robert  Cotton  de  Bruce,  wliich  estates  were  conTeyetf  fttr  Mle 
to  the  IteV.  Dr.  Anueslcy,  of  Readiag,  Berks,  and  Geoi^  ^oOdi 
Pyndrle,  E«qi,  merely  as  trosteu  foC  sale  j  and  yet'  AkH  (wo 
gCDtlemen  (mirubila  lAcla)  are  tiie  present  iamily  Gottoniiir 
trustees  of  the  British  Museum'.  Artbur  Annesley,  Esq.,  ins 
M.  P.  for  Reading. 
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tore  in  th#  room  of 

Sir  Henry  Peyton,  Bart., 

elected  baili£f. 


WUlinm  Greaves,  B.  B., 
Esq.,  deceased.) 


The  Right  Honorable  Lord 
St.  John,  (elected  a  bailiff 
in  the  room  of  Soame 
Jenyns,  Esq.,  deceased.) 
Owsley  Rowley,  Esq , 
The  Rev.  George   Jenyns, 
(the  present  chairman  of 


the  board,)  (elected  con- 
servators in  the  room  of 
Sir  Thomas  Hatton,  Bart., 
deceased, 

James  ToAvnshend,  Esq., 
deceased). 


1788, 


John  Gardner,  Esq.,  (elected 
a  bailiff  in  the  room  of 
Sir  Henry  Peyton,  Bart., 
deceased.) 

Henry  P.  Standley,  Esq., 

Mr.  Thomas  Page,* 


ThB  Right  Honorable  Phi- 
lip  Yorke,  is  this  year 
called  the  Right  Honor- 
able the  Earl  of  Hard- 
wicke. 


IxMrd  Viacoimt  Duncannon^f 
(elected  a  cooservatoc  in 


(elected  conservators  in 
the  room  of  John  Gard- 
ner, Esq.,  elected  a  biu- 
liff, 

William  Strong,  Esq., 
deceased.) 


John  Waddington,  Esq., 
(elected  a  conservator  in 
the  room  of  Robert  Wals- 
ham,  Esq.,  resigned.) 


the  room  of  John  Dragc^ 
Esq.) 


*  The  fother  of  Jonathan  Page,  £pq.,  now  a  member  of  tlie 
board,  a  magistrate  for  the  Isle  of  Fly,  and  high-&heriff  for  the 
counties  of  Canibri<ige  and  Huntingdon^  in  the  }ear  KSll. 

f  The  present  Earl  of  Bcsborough. 


178». 


1790. 


1791. 


STATE  OP  THB  BEDFORD  LKVEL  : 


Sir  Sanipgon  Gideon,  Bart.,         Right   Honorable    Lord 
is   this    year    styled  the         Eardley. 


William  Fellowea.jun.,  Esq.,  {elected  a  conservator  in  the 
rooQi  of  Thomas  Gotobed,  Esq.,  deceased.) 


« 


Sir  CharleG  Gould,  Knt.,  ia  this  year  called  Sir  CharleE 
Morgan.* 


No  alteration. 
Lord  Viscount  Duncannon,  is  this  year  styled  Earl  of 
Be  s  borough. 


No  alteration. 


J 


]  797.       Lord  John  RuBsell^f 
Samuel  Welle,  Esq.,t 
Thomas  Page,  Esq., 
(elected  conservators  in 
the  room  of 


J.  WaddingtoD,  Esq., 
deceased, 

Thomas  Page,  Esq.,  de- 
ceased, 

Christopher  MUbour&e, 
Esq.,  disqualified.) 


*  At  this  meeting  the  whole  of  the  business  was  finished 
without  an  adjournment  of  the  board;  and  it  was  the  first  time 
BUch  a  circumstance  had  occurred  since  the  passing  of  the  act 
1&  Car.  II, 

t  The  present  Duke  of  Bedford. 

}  The  father  of  the  present  register :  he  died  in  the  year 
1817,aDd  is  interred  in  the  north  aisle  of  the  cathedral  church 
of  Peterborough, 
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m 

The  .Rey.  George  Jenyns^ 

,  (elected  conservators  in 

1798. 

(elected  a  bailiff  in  the 

the  room  of 

room  of  the  Right  Ho- 

The Rev.  George  Jenyns, 

norable  Lford  St.  John). 

elected  bailiff. 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord 

The  Rev.  Henry  Green, 

St.  John, 

deceased.) 

Charles  Morgan,  Esq., 

, 

William  Fellowes,  Esq.,  this  year  styled  William  Henry 
Fellowes,  Esq.* 


1799. 


Governor. 

The   Most  Noble    Francis 
Duke  of  Bedford. 

Bailifs. 

The    Most    Hon.    George 

Marquess  Townshend,t 
The  Right  Honorable  Lord 

Eardley, 
William  Fellowes,  Esq., 
Sir  Charles  Morgan,  Bart., 
John  (jrardner,  Esq., 
Rev.  George  Jenyns. 


Conservators. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord 

St.  John, 
Rev.  Jeremiah  Pemberton, 
John  Wing,  Esq., 
WiUiam  Wells,  Esq., 
Arthur  Annesley,  Esq., 
The  Right  Honorable  Lord 

Brownlow, 
The  Right  Honorable  Earl 

Fitzwilliam, 
The  Right    Honorable  the 

Earl  of  Hardwicke, 
Thomas  Ground,  Esq., 


1800. 


*  M.  P.  for  the  county  of  Huntingdon. 
.  f  His  Lordship  was  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  the  year 
1780 ;  and  was  also  lord  lieutenant  and  custos  roiulorum  of  the 
county  of  Norfolk.  He  was  the  grandfather  of  the  present 
George  Biarquess  Townshend,  whose  present  Marchioness  was 
only  child  and  heiress  of  William  Dunn  Gardner^  Esq.»  by 
8anh>  the  only  surviving  child  and  heiress  of  John  Gardner^ 
Esq.^  of  Chatteris^  in  the  Isle  of  Ely. 


jF«»' 


STATE  OF  THR  BBDFllBD  LBVgt :                   ^^ 

Richard  Greaves  Towiilcy, 

William     Henry    Follower, 

E.q. 

jun.  Esq., 

Rev.  Thomas  Waddiugton., 

Samuel  Wella,  Esq., 

Ouslcy  Rowley,  Esq., 

Tiiomaa  Page,  Esq., 

Henry  Pointer  Standby, 

The  Right  Honorable  Lonl^ 

Esq., 

John  Russell,               -^h 

Tlie   Right   Honorable   the 

Charles  Morgan,  E«q.,**^ 

Earl  of  Beaborough, 

The   Right   Honorable     H 

Charles  Yorkef.         ^ 

No  ftlteration.                                                  ^M 

The  moat  noble  John   fifth 

John  Gotobcd,  Esq.,  (elect- 

Duke of  Bedford  {elected 

ed  a  conservator   in  the 

governor  in  the  room  of 

room  of  Lord  John  Rus- 

The moat  noble  Francis 

sell,  elected  governor). 

Duke     of    Bedford,   de- 

,^^^^ 

ceased). 

IHI 

1803. 


No  alteration. 


*  Now  Sir  Charles  Morgan,  Bart.,  M.  P.  for  the  countfof 
Monmouth. 

t  Mr.  Yorke  represented  the  county  of  Cambridge  mMy 
years,  during  which  time  he  was  one  of  the  most  uaefal  ud 
efficient  county  members  that  ever  entered  the  house  of  COD- 
mons  ;  anil  by  his  sedulous  attention  to  the  private  busineat  of 
the  county  anil  isle  in  parliament,  be  rendered  great  Mrrica 
to  bis  constituents,  who  in  return  gave  him  the  moat  uiAanid- 
ed  confidence,  abstracted  from  all  political  conaidemtioH.  Mr. 
Yorke  tilled  the  important  aituniion  of  first  lord  of  the  adiri- 
ralty,  secretary  of  state,  and  lecr^ary  at  war.  Us  retiM^' 
from  the  representation  of  the  county  upon  bincg  appotaiBd 
one  of  the  tellers  of  the  exchequer,  and  was  sucCttded  by  Laid 
Francis  Godolphin  Osborne,  the  present  ntember. 
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WilUam  Henry  Fellovres, 

Esq., 
Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Wadding- 

ton, 

(elected  bailiffs  in  the 
room  of  William  Pel- 
lowes,  Esq. 
deceased, 

John  Gardner,  Esq.,  de- 
ceased^ 


William  Adam,  Esq., 
John  Heathoote,  Esq., 
Thomas  Jay,  Esq., 

(elected  conservators   in 

the     room    of    William 

Henry  Fellowes,  Esq., 

bailiff. 

The  Rev.  Dr,  Wadding- 

ton,  bailiff, 
John  Gotobed,  Esq.) 


1804. 


No  alteration. 


Tbe  Right  Honorably  the 
l^iri  of  Hardwicke, 
(elected  a  bailiff  in  the 
room  of  the  Rev.   Dr. 
Waddington,  resigned). 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord 
Royston,* 

Harry  Spencer  Wadding- 
ion^  Esq., 


Admiral  Thomas  Wells, 
(elected   conservators  in 
the    room    of    Lord  St. 
John,  deceased, 
William  Wells,  Esq.,  de- 
ceased. 
The   Earl  of  Hardwick, 
bailiff) 


1805. 


1806. 


Sir  Charles  Morgan,  Bart.,  the  room  of  Sir  Charles 

(late     Charles    Morgan,         Morgan,  Bart.,  deceased.) 
£aq.)  (elected  a  bailiff  in     Lord  Viscount  Milton,  f 


1807. 


^  The  eldest  son  of  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  who  was  uafor- 
tiBUildy  drowned. 

f  The  eldest  son  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  and  M.  P.  for  the  coun- 
ty of  York.  His  lordship  is  the  representative  of  Frances,  only 
daughter  and  child  of  Sir  Robert  Cotton  de  Bruce^  who  oiar- 


STATE  OF  THE  BEDFORD  LKVEL: 


William  Dunn   Gardner, 
Esq.,  (were   elected  con- 
servators in  the  room  of 


SirCharles  Morgan,riect. 

cd  a  bailifr, 

Rev.   Jeremiah   Peniber- 

ton). 


Thomas  Page,  Esq.,  (elect-     John  Edes,  Esq., 


a  bailiff  in  the  room  of 
the  Marquess  of  Towas- 
hend,  deceased). 

The    Honorable   Sampson 
Lord  Eardley, 

John  Wihnot,  Esq., 


{elected  conservators   m 
the     room    of    'ITioraas 
Page,  Esq.,  bailiff. 
Lord    Brownlow,    de- 
ceased, 
Lord  Roystou,  decensed). 


litsun  Meeting  held  at  EIr, 
tiei-etofore  invariably  taken 
in  London. 


JohnThurlow  Dering,  Esq., 
Robert  Beviil,  Esq  , 
George  Maxwell,  Esq., 
Richard  Orton,  Esq  , 
Thomas  Skeels,  Esq., 


(elected  conservators  in 
the  room  of  Arthur  An- 
neslcy,  Esq.,  removedfu 
non-attendance) . 


ried  Sir  Thomas  Proby,  ami  hail  one  dimghter,  w&o  marncJ 
Chnrles  Wi-ntworth,  Esq  ,  of  Ilarrowileo  Hill,  in  the  county  if 
NorlhamptDii,  ufterwards  first  Marquess  of  Itnckingham,  who 
had  no  male  issue  j  but  one  of  his  daughters  married  William 
Earl  Fitzwilliam,  father  of  the  present  earl.  Being, the  per- 
soqbI  representative  of  the  last  heir  direct  of  the  family  of  Sir 
Robert  Cotton  de  Bruce,  the  fomous  antiquary,  it  is  presunwil 
Lord  Milton  is  entitled  (and  so  on  in  succession)  to  be  one  of 
the  Cottonian  fomily  trustees  of  the  British  Museum. 


OFTHB  BOARD. 


S13 


fiarl  Fltzwilliam,  disquali- 

6ed, 
Henry  Pointer  Standley, 

£e^.y  disqualified. 


No  alteration. 


The  Earl  of  Besborougiiy 
resigned. 

Admiral  Thomas  Wells, 
now  employed  on  ac- 
tual service). 


1810. 


No  alteration. 

Mr.  Bevili  and  Mr.  Skeels  were  both  opposed; 
but  upon  polls  being  demanded  and  taken,  the 
numbers  appeared^  for  Mr.  Bevili,  18;  against  him, 
13;  for  Mr.  Skeels,  16;  against  him,  15. 


The  Rev.  John  Wing, 
V^lKam  Roberts,  Esq., 
(elected  conservators  in 


Tlie  Rev.  Jonathan  Town- 

Thomas  Orton,  Esq., 
Joseph  Vipan,  E8q.,(e1ected 
conservators  in  the  room 


•The  Marquess  of  Tavistock, 
(elected  a  conservator  in 


No  alteration. 


the  room  of  John  Wing, 

Esq.,  deceased, 
John  Wilmot,  Esq.,  de« 

ceased). 


of  John  Heathcote,  Esq., 

resigned, 
Robert  Bevili,  Esq., 

elected  register, 
William  Roberts,  Esq). 


the  room  of  Thomas 
Ground,  Esq.,  deceased). 


1811. 


tStSL 


idia 


1814. 


1816. 


VOL.  I. 
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STATE  OF  THR  BBDFORp  LBVBL : 


JoluiTharlow  Dering,  Esq., 
(elected  a  bailii?  in   the 
room    of   Tlioinaa  Page, 
'      Esq., 

WiliiamGeorge  Adam,  Esq., 
William  Welia,  Esq.," 


(elected  conaervators  la 
the  room  of  John  Thur- 
low  Dering,  Esq.,  elect- 
ed bailiff, 

William  Adam,  Esq.,  dis- 
■  qualified). 


At  this  meeting  tbece  were  five  candidates  pro- 
posed, viz  :  William  George  Adam,  Esq.,  Samuel 
Farmer,  Esq.,  Jonathan  Page,  Esq.,  William 
Wells.  Esq ,  and  John  Shearing,  Esq. ;  and  tbe 
vote     being  tj  ere   appeared    25  for  Mr. 

►  slis  ;    1 6  for  Mr.  Page ;  5 

n  3  for  Mr,  Sbeariog. 


.■Junathan  Page,  Esq., 

William  Roberts,  Esq., 
.John  Fryer,  junr.,  Esq., 
(elected   conservators   in 

the  room  of  George  Mux- 


well  Esq.,  deceassd, 
Samuel  Wells,  Esq.^J^ 

ceased, 
Thorans  Jay,  Esq.,  decea- 
sed). 


■  At  this  meeting  two  other  candidates  were  pro- 
posed, viz :  John  Hibbert,  Esq.,  and  Thomas 
Spdoner,  Esq.  j  and  the  votes  being  taken,  tliere 

•  Win.WelU,  Esq  ,  was  apost  caplain  of  the  royal  aaTyjUtd 
mnrried  t^ady  Elizabelb,  the  youngest  daughter  of  John  Joalm 
late  Eurl  of  Carj'sfort.  He  died  a  short  time  since;  and  io  tht 
year  181B,  ivas  nominated  (without  bis  concurreace)  as  a  pro- 
per person  to  represent  the  county  of  Huntingdon  in  Parlis. 
menti  but  was  unsuccessfulafternpuU  of  four  days' duratioa,>t 
the  trifUng  expense  of  less  than  100/.  A  singular  instance  of  Ti^ 
tue  and  constitutional  feeling  and  proceeding,  on  the  part  of  tbt 
freeholders,  well  worlhy  of  imitation,  and  redounding  to  tiw 
iintnortnl  credit. 
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appeared  61  for  Mr,  Page ;  33  for  Mr.  Roberts ; 
33  for  Mr.  Fryer ;  29  for  Mr.  Hibbert ;  and  27  for 
Mr.  Spooner. 


No  alteration. 


rots 


1818. 


Henry  James  Nicholls,  Esq. y         natliaii  Townley,  resign-        1819* 
(elected  a  conservator  in         ed). 
the  room  of  The  Rev.  Jo- 


Tycho  Wing,  Esq.,  (elect-         room  of  The  Rev.  John 
ed  a  consenrator  in  the         Wing,  resigned) . 


No  alteration. 


Sir  Henry  Edward  Bunbury, 

Bart., 
Charles  Jenyns,  Esq.,  (elect- 
.    ed    conservators    in  the 


room  of  William  Wells, 
Esq.,  resigned, 

Thomas  Skeels,  Esq.,  de- 
ceased). 


At  this  meeting  George  Pryme,  Esq.,  was  also 
-proposed ;  and  a  poll  being  taken,  the  numbers 
appeared,  48  for  Mr.  Jenyns ;  44  for  Sir  Henry 
Edward  Banbury ;  and  38  for  Mr.  Pryme. 


fUehwd  Greavea  Townley,  Esq.,  (elected  a  coneervator  in 
the  room  of  his  father,  Richard  Greaves  Townley,  Esq., 
deceased). 


1820. 


1821. 


1822. 


1823. 


2l2 


STATE  OF  THE  BEDFOIID  LEVEL: 


George  PryniP,  Esq., 
John  Angcrslein,  Esq., 
(elected  coiiscnatora 


the  room  of  John  Eika, 
Esq., 
The  lloiioraMe  Mr.  Eard- 
ley  Eiintley). 


Thomas  Biirges,  Esq.,  was  also  proposed,  tint 
no  poll  was  (lemnnded. 


n 


Tbomos  Orton,   Esq.,   (elected  a  baililf  in  tlie  romn  of 
The  Right  Honontbic  Sampsnti  Lord  Eardley,  deeewcd.} 

Joha  Fryer,  jnn.,  Esq.,  was  also  proposed;  ond 
upon  a  poll  taken,  tlierc  appeared  for  Mr.  Orton, 
29 ;  and  for  Mr.  Fryer,  22. 

'riiomas  Spooner',  Esq.,  elected  conservator. 


The  Honorable  William 
Thomas  Twleleton  Fien- 
iiest, 

John  Hibbert,  Esq., 

(elected   coHsermlors   in 
the    room    of   Ousley 


Rowley,  Esq^  d»- 

ccised, 
Thomas  Orton,  Esq. 

elected  bailiff. 
Sir  Heury  Edward  Baa- 

bury,  Bart,  deceased). 


M 


Mr.  Thomas  Rjchardson  and  Sir  Culliog Smith, 
Bart,  were  also  proposed ;  and  a  poll  being  tabeo, 
there  appeared  for  Mr.  Spooner,  49;  Mr.  Fiennes, 
44;  Mr.  Hibbert,  32;  Mr.  Richardson,  32;  and  Sir 
Culling  Smith,  22:  but  neither  the  governor  nor 
a.  baitiff  having  voted  for  Mr.  Richardson,  tbego- 


*  He  had  served  the  office  of  high  sheriff  fur  the 
Cambridge  and  Hontingdon. 

t  The  eldest  son  of  Lord  Say  and  Sele. 
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vernor,  who  wa8  present^  decided  the  election  to 
have  fallen  on  Mr.  Spooner^  Mr.  Fiennes^  and  Mr. 
Hibbert*. 


John  Hibbert,  Esq.,  (who  bad  not  taken  his      1826. 
seat  at  the  board  in  consequence  of  bis  election  in 
182*3  being  subsequently  considered  void)  was 
again  proposed,  and  unanimously  elected  a  con- 
servator. 


John  Fr}'er,  Esq.,  (elected  a  Esq.,   (elected  conserva'p       1827 

bailiff  in  the  room  of  tons  in  the  room  of 

Sir  Charles  Morgan,  BarL,  John  Fryer,  £sq.,  elected 

resigned),  a  bailiff. 

Admiral  Sir  Joseph  Sidney  The    Honorable  Charles 

Yorke,  Knt.,  Yorke,  resigned^ 

Sir  Culling  Smith,  Bart.,  William   Roberts,    Esq., 

John  Walbanke  Childers,  resigned)^ 


John  Ueuiington,  Esq.,  (elected  a  conservator  in  the  room        1828. 
of  Thomas  Spooner,  Esq.,  resigned). 


No  alteration.  1829. 

Since  the  last  election,  a  vacancy  has  been  oc^ 
casioned  by  the  death  of  Sir  Culling  Smith,  Bart. 
Sir  Culling  Smith  married  one  of  the  daughters 

*  But  under  the  advice  of  counsel,  it  was  subsequently,  un- 
derstood, that  the  election^  as  far  as  regarded  Mr.  Hibbert  and 
ISr.  Richardson^  was  a  void  election. 
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and  cobeiresses  of  Sampson  last  Lord  Kanllev: 
and  in  the  year  1H28  served  tlae  office  of  tiigli 
sheriff  for  the  county  of  Hertford. 

The  board,  or  the  select  body,  are  directed  to  be 
yearly  elected  upou  Wednesday  in  Whitsun  week. 
This  election  formerly  took  placeat  the  Fen  Office 
in  London,  until  the  year  1809,  when  the  same 
was  very  properly  removed  to  Ely.  In  order  to 
make  a  valid  election,  the  governor  or  one  of  the 
bailifls  must  be  present.  From  the  wording  of  the 
clause  in  the  act  of  parliament,  it  has  (as  already 
mentioned)  sometimes  been  considered,  that  where 
two  candidates  are  proposed,  and  upon  the  poll, 
one  of  them  has  not  the  vote  of  the  governor  or 
one  of  the  bailiffs,  such  candidate  cannot  be  elect- 
ed. In  a  recent  case,  this  point  was  mooted,  and 
the  elcctiot)  determined  in  favor  of  the  candidate 
(both  being  equal  in  numbers)  on  whose  side  the 
governor  or  bailttf  had  voted ;  but  doubts  having 
arisen  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  decision,  the  go- 
vernor, anxions  for  the  due  administration  of  ja^ 
ticc,  and  actuated  by  a  sincere  desire  (which  it  is 
hoped  will  ever  influence  the  house  of  Russell)  oot 
to  infringe  the  privileges  of  the  electors,  stated  the 
following  case  for  the  opinion  of  the  present  attor- 
ney general  (Sir  James  Scarlett). 

CASE, 
j4s  to  the  Election  of  the  Board. 
15tb  Charles  II,  c.  17.    By  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment then  passed,  '*  An  act  for  settling  the  dr^n- 
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ing  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fene  called  the  Bedfafd 
Level,**  it  was  enacted,  that  William  Earl  of  Bed- 
ford, son  and  heir  of  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford3tand 
the  adventurers,  and  participants  of  the  said  Earl 
Francis  and  Earl  William,  or  either  of  them,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  in  such  manner  as  therein  con- 
tained, should  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  in 
deed  and  in  name,  and  have  succession  for  ever, 
by  the  name  of  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  common- 
alty of  the  company  of  conservators  of  the  Great 
Level  of  the  Fens,  which  corporation  should  con- 
rait  of  one  governor,  six  bailiffs,  twenty  conserva- 
tors^ and  commonalty.  And  that  the  said  William 
Earl  of  Bedford  was  to  be  the  governor,  and  cer- 
tain persons  therein  named,  the  six  first  bailifl^,* 
and  the  first  conservators.  And  the  said  governor, 
baiUflb,  and  conservators,  to  continue  until  Wed- 
nesday in  Whitsun  week,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1664,  and  from  thenceforth  until  new  elections  by 
the  said  corporation,  or  the  major  part  of  them 
which  should  be  then  present. 

Sect.  15.  And  for  the  continuance  of  the  said 
corporation  in  succession  for  ever,  it  was  furthei; 
enaetedy  that  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  conserva-* 
tors,  %nd  commonalty,  upon  Wednesday  in  Whit* 
son  week,'yearly,  should,  at  a  public  meeting  to  bq 
holden  for  the  said  corporation,  by  the  greater 
nnmber  then  present,  (whereof  the  said  governori 
or  one  of  the  bailiffs,  to  be  one,)  elect  a  new  go^ 
vemor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators,  respectively. 

Doubts  having  occurred  upon  the  last  mention*- 
ed  question,— 


STATE    OF   THE    BEDFORD    LBV81.: 

Your  opinioi]  is  requested,  whether,  in  the  event 
uf  thei-e  being-  two  candidates  for  the  office, 
either  of  bailiff  or  conservator,  and  each  can- 
didate havings  an  equal  number  of  votes,  ia 
case  the  governor,  or  one  of  the  bailiffs^  should 
be  among  the  voters  for  one  of  such  candi- 
dates,  such  one  can  l>e  considered  duly  elect- 
ed, notwithstanding  the  equality  of  voles. 

Opinion. 

"  It  appears  to  nic,  that  in  the  case  here  sit[ 
posed,  there  would  be  no  election." 

"  J.  Scarlol 
"  Temple,  July  14tb,  1825;' 

Probably  this  opinion  will  be  acted  upon  itf 
future,  should  no  circumstances  arise  to  require 
the  iiiter|)osition  of  a  siipfi-ior  court.  Uy  the  ac( 
6f  parliament  k  is  provided,  that  none  be  capable 
to  be,  or  continue  governor  or  bailiflF,  that  bath  not 
400  acres  or  more  of  the  95,000  acres ;  nor  to  be 
conservator,  that  bath  not  200  acres  or  more  tf 
tbe  05,000  acres ;  nor  any  of  the  commonalty,  that 
bath  not  100  acres  or  more  of  the  said  95^000 
bcres.  Tbe  qualification  of  the  electors  has,  ttpmi 
many  occasions,  given  rise  to  difference  of  opi- 
nion ;  and  as  the  board  have  recently  taken  ad* 
vice  upon  this  subject,  and  at  tbe  last  election  for 
the  office  of  register  acted  upon  that  adviMj  tb« 
case  and  opinioa  tben  taken  are  now  inBerted,  it 
being  considered,  as  in  the  former  instance  of  tbe 
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Section  of  the  board,  that  the  advice  here  given 
will  be  ad6pted  until  its  propriety  shall  be  con- 
troverted by  judicial  decision. 

CASE, 

j4s  to  voters  at  elections. 

.  By  statute,  15  Charles  II*,  cJ  7,  the  adventurers 
mgaged  in  draining  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens, 
»lled  Bedford  Level,  are  incorporated  by  the 
lame  of  the  governor,  bailiflSs,  and  commonalty  of 
;he  company  of  conservators  of  the  Great  Level 
>f  the  Fens ;  and  by  the  second  section  of  the  act, 
the  corporation  is  empowered  to  appoint  a  register 
uid  other  officers. 

f  By  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  it  is  enacted  as 
follows : 

'^.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  convey^ 
^  ances  by  indenture  of  the  said  95,000  acres,  or 
^  any  part  thereof,  entered  within  the  said  regis-* 
^  ter,  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  shall 
^  be  of  equal  force  to  convey  the  freehold  and  in-* 
^  beritance  of  the  said  95,000  acres,  or  any  part 
^^  thereof,  as  if  the  same  conveyances  by  indent 
^  tare  were  for  valuable  considerations  of  money^ 
^ienroUed  within  six  months  in  one  of  the  king's 
^  courts  of  record  at  Westminster;  and  no  lease, 
^  grant,  or  conveyance  of,  or  charge  out  of  or 
^*  upon  the  said  95,000  acres,  or  any  part  thereof, 
^  except  leases  for  seven  years  or  Under,  in  pos- 
'^  session,  shall  be  of  force,  but  from  the  time  it 
^'  shall  be  entered  with  the  said  register  as  afore- 
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'•  said ;  the  entry  whereof  beiDg  endorsed  by  the 
"said  register  upon  siicli  lease,  grant,  convey- 
"  ance,  or  charge,  shall  be  as  good  and  effectual 
"  iu  the  law,  as  if  the  onginal  book  of  entries 
"  were  produced  at  any  trial  at  law,  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  Bevill,  who  held  the  office  of  register  to  the 
corporation,  is  lately  dead. 

In  his  life-time,  several  conveyances  of  lands^ 
forming  part  of  the  95,000  acres  allotted  to  tbc 
corporation,  were  left  at  the  Fen  Office  in  London, 
where  the  register  books  and  other  documents  of 
tbe  corporation  are  deposited,  and  where  the  busi- 
ness of  the  registry  is  always  transacted,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  registered.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  many  of  these  conveyances  had  not  been 
entered  in  the  registry  books,  nor  was  any  in- 
dorsement of  the  register  put  upon  them.  Tbe 
corporation  are  about  to  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  successor  to  Mr.  Bevill;  and  a  qoestion  has 
arisen,  whether  tbe  conveyances  thus  deposited, 
and  not  entered,  can  be  so  far  considered  as  regis^ 
tered,  as  to  entitle  the  purcbasera  to  whom  the  es- 
tates are  conveyed  by  them,  to  vote  on  the  elec- 
tion, provided  they  become  entitled  throngb  socb 
deeds,  and  any  others  previously  registered,  to 
the  quantity  of  land  required  by  the  act  for  tbiit 
qualification  on  elections  (100  acres). 

Yoar  opinion  is  requested  on  tbe  point  on  be^ 
half  of  the  corporation.  And  if  yoa  shoald 
think  th^t  tbe  purchasers  are  not  mtiUed-tft 
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TOte»  you  will  be  pleased  to  say,  whether  the 
▼endors  of  such  estates,  in  case  the  convey- 
ances to  them  were  duly  registered,  are  en- 
titled to  vote,  notwithstanding  they  have 
ceased  to  have  any  interest  in  the  estates. 

And  you  will  be  pleased  also  to  advise  the  cor- 
oration  on  the  following  points,  likely  to  arise  at 
e  eleetioD. 

Whether  the  devisees  under  wills  passing  cor- 
poration lands,  are  not  entitled  to  vote,  al- 
though the  wills  may  not  be  registered  ;  the 
clause  before  stated  appearing  only  to  re- 
quire conveyances  by  indenture  to  be  regis- 
tered. 

Whether  a  mortgagee  in  possession  of  corpora- 
ration  land,  under  a  mortgage,  either  in  fee^ 
or  for  a  term  of  years,  is  entitled  to  vote  in 
respect  of  such  mortgaged  property ;  and  if 
not,  whether  the  right  of  voting  remains  iu 
the  mortgagor. 

Whether  a  trustee  or  guardian  of  corporation 
lands,  appointed  by  deed  or  will,  and  in  the 
receipt  of  the  rents  and  profits  on  behalf  of 
any  other  person,  is  qualified  to  vote,  or  whe- 
ther the  right  of  voting  rests  with  the  cestui 
que  trust ;  and  whether  a  feme  covert,  or  }ier 
husband  in  her  right,  is  entitled  to  vote  in 
respect  of  property  belonging  to  hen 

Hie  only  cases  we  find  in  the  books  respecting 

e  registration  of  deeds  by  the  corporation  are. 
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the  King  v.  the  Corporation  of  Bedford  Lew!, 
East,  Vol.  6,  p.  636.    Hodson  v.  Sbarpe, 
Vol.  10,  p.  350. 


^ 


Opinion. 

"  I  am  of  opinion,  that  those  purchasers  whose 
conveyances  have  not  been  entered  with  the  re- 
gister in  the  hook  kept  for  that  purpose,  have  no 
voice  in  elections,  because  it  cannot  be  said,  that 
that  such  persons  have  an  interest,  when  convey- 
ances have  been  previously  declared  to  be  of 
force,  but  from  the  time  of  registration.  Whether 
proprietors  from  whom  such  purchases  have  beeu 
made,  still  retaia  the  right  of  voting,  seems  to 
me  a  different  question,  and  I  am  aware  of  no 
authority  applicable  to  it;  but  I  incline  to  think 
they  do  not,  because  they  have  done  all  that  in 
them  lies  to  divest  themselves  of  their  interest; 
and  in  effect  have  done  so,  as  between  themselves 
and  their  assignees,  according  to  the  case  in  the 
10th  East. 

'^  2.  It  may  be  argued,  that  a  devise  is  agraot, 
and  so  within  the  words  of  the  8tb  section;  but 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  whole  of  it,  taken  toge- 
ther, applied  to  conveyances  only,  and  that  a  de- 
visee may  therefore  vote  without  registration  of 
the  will. 

"  3.  I  think  it  clear,  that  a  registered  inort* 
gagee  in  fee  or  for  years,  being  in  possessifMH,  has 
a  right  to  vote. 

"  4.  I  think  the  cestui  que  trust,  not  tbe  trus- 
tee, entitled  to  vote ;  and  the  guardian  during  tbe 
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in^ti^s  minority.  But  if  land  be  devised  to  trus- 
tees, with  discretionary  powers  to  deal  with  it  for 
the  benefit  of  others,  I  apprehend  such  trustees 
would  be  considered  as  owners,  and  entitled  to 

vote. 

^^  The  husband  seised  in  right  of  his  wife,  may 
vote  in  respect  of  her  property. 

•' T.  Denman.'* 

^*  Lincoln's  Inn,  October  1  st,  1 824.** 

Xet  us  now  consider  the  mode  in  which  the 
•corporation  at  large,  and  the  select  body,  respec- 
tively assemble  for  the  prosecution  of  the  business 
jof  the  Level. 

.  In  almost  all  chartered  corporations  it  is  abso* 
lately  necessary,  that  a  majority  of  the  select  body 
<  should  be  present,  in  order  to  give  validity  to 
an  election ;  but  the  statute  of  incorporation  of 
the  Bedford  Level  expressly  provides,  that  tlie 
"governor,  bailiffs,  conservators,  and  common- 
alty shall,  at  a  public  meeting  for  the  said  corpo- 
ration, by  the  greater  number  then  present^  {whereof  App-  p-397. 
the  governor  or  one  of  the  bailiffs  to  be  one  ♦,)  elect 
a  new  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators  respect- 
ively. 

The  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  consei*vators,  App.p.38i.: 
were,  in  the  first  instance,  to  continue  until  the 
then  next  Whitsun  week,  and  thenceforth  until 
new  elections  by  the  said  corporation.      In  the 
event  of  an  election  not  taking  place,  either  by 

*  One  of  the  majority  of  the  corporation  present ;  not  one 
of  the  electors  on  either  side. 
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reason  of  the  nonattcodance  of  the  governor,  oi 
one  of  the  bailiffs,  or  any  other  accidental  cause, 
the  old  members  of  the  board  woald  continue 
until  a  fresh  election,  which  may  take  place  at 
any  time  during  the  year,  although  their  office 
would  expire  at  the  then  next  Wednesdaf  in 
Whitsan  week. 

The  corporation  of  the  Bedford  Level,  by  the 
constitution,  are  enabled  to  sue  and  be  sued,  and 
without  license  of  mortmain,  to  purchase  manors, 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  not  exceed- 
ing; 200/.  per  annum,  and  goods  and  chattels,  and 
to  dispose  thereof  in  the  name  and  to  the  use  of 
the  said  corporation.  This  limited  power  of  pur- 
chasing has  been  exceeded  by  almost  all  corpora- 
tions. From  peculiar  and  local  circumstances, 
the  Bedford  Level  corporation  is  now  possessed 
of  considerable  freehold  property,  consisting  al- 
most entirely  of  public  houses;  and  doubts  hare 
arisen  whether  the  corporation  have  the  power  of 
selling  such  freehold  property,  or  indeed  of  alioi- 
ing  any  of  their  possessions.  This  point  has,  hov- 
ever,  been  settled  long  since.  All  civil  corpora- 
tions, such  as  the  corporate  companies  c^  trades 
in  cities  and  towns,  and  all  corporations  estahli^td 
1  Kji,  108.  hjf  act  qfparliament  for  some  specific  purpose,  dq- 
sid.  1IS2.  less  expressly  restrained  by  the  act  bj  which  tb^ 
are  established,  or  by  some  subsequent  ac^  han, 
and  always  have  had,  an  nnlimited  control  over 
their  respective  properties,  and  may  alien  la  fee, 
,or  make  what  estates  they  please  for  yean,  for 
life,  or  in  tail,  as  fully  as  any  individual  may  do 
with  respect  to  his  own  property. 


•     1 
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:   Two  public  meetings  of  the    corporatioa   at 

large  are  held  annually  at  Ely ;  the  one  (as  aU 

teady  stated)  on    the  Wednesday  in  Wbitsun* 

week^  and  the  other  in  the  month  of  April.    The 

latter  meeting  was  appointed  by  the  statute,  20 

Car.  II.,  to  be  held  at  Ely,  on  the  Wednesday,  App.  p.  477. 

Thursday,  or  Friday,  after  the  first  Sunday  in 

April.    This  was,  however,  altered  by  the  Style 

Act,  and  directed  to  be  held  eleven  days  later.  24  6eo.2.  c.  2a. 

The  rule  for  finding  the  April  meeting  is  already 

tet  forth  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Work,  but  for  app.  p.  522. 

convenience  is  now  repeated. 

fiule  for  finding  the  day  on  which  the  Annual 
,  Apfril  Meeting  of  the  Corporation  at  Ely  is  to 
^    be  held. 

•  Take  the  first  eleven  days  out  of  April;  look 
lor  the  first  Sunday  after  the  eleventh  day,  and 
the  Wednesday  after  that  Sunday  will  be  the  first 
day  of  the  April  meeting.  For  example,  for  the 
year  1830,  the  first  Sunday  after  the  1 1th  falls  on 
•die  18th  of  April ;  the  Wednesday  after  that  Sun-. 
day  is  the  21st,  which  will  be  the  first  day  of  the 
April  meeting  for  the  present  year. 
'  The  board  haa  the  sole  power  of  imposing  the 
•taac,  which  must  be  done  at  the  April  meeting  at 
£Iy,  on  one  of  the  days  before  mentioned.  The 
board  has  also  the  general  direction  of  the  works, 
^and  the  management  of  the  revenues  of  the  cor- 
poration, and  they  likewise  pass  all  the  accounts^ 
.abstracts  of  which  are  always  printed  for  the  in- 
spection and  observations  of  the  commonalty. 
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Perfaapfl,  legally  speakiDg;,  the  .board  is  intrasted 
by  the  corporation  at  large  with  a  power,  in  this 
respect,  beyond  the  exact  letter  of  the  statate; 
bot  the  convenieDce  and  advantage  resaltiog  to 
the  Level  from  the  exercise  of  this  assumed  power 
must  be  at  once  obvious  to  the  country,  when  we 
consider  the  indefinite  number  of  tbe  commonaltyi 
and  it  undoubtedly  tends  greatly  to  facilitate  tbe 
business  while  tbe  controlling  authority  still  re- 
mains in  tbe  body  at  large. 

Tbe  board  assembles  at  tbe  April  meeting  oa 
tbe  Tuesday  evening;  and  at  ten  o'clock  precisely 
on  tbe  following  morning  tbe  Serjeant  places  tbe 
mace*  upon  the  table.  The  oath  of  office  is  then 
administered  by  the  register  to  those  members  who 
were  not  sworn  at  the  time  of  their  election,  or  id 
the  interval  between  that  time  and  the  tben  meet- 
ing;  after  which,  tbe  minutes  of  alt  the  proceedings 
that  have  taken  place  during  the  year  are  read  over; 
and  after  tlie  question  put  by  tlie  chairman,  and 
no  objection  taken,  such  proceedings  are  confirm- 
ed. The  board  then  proceeds  to  the  general  bnrir 
ness  of  tbe  country ;  such  as  passing  tbe  o&eai 
accounts,  ordering  new,  and  repairs  of  old  worit^ 
and  hearing  petitions  from  the  country,  antil  the 
nrhole  business  is  concluded ;  the  several  adjonn^ 
:ments  being  always  entered  from  time  to  tine. 
7%e  business  generally  lasts  until  tbe  Friday.  At 
twelve  o'clock  precisely  on  the  Thursday  in  tbe 


*  The  mace  was  presented  to  the  corporation  In  1083,  hj 
^yWWant,  then  Earl,  and  afterwards  Duke  of  Bcdfurd. 
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April  meeting,  the  board  adjourns  to  the  Shire 
Hall  at  Ely,  preceded  by  the  serjeant,  bearing 
the  raace,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  public 
meeting  for  the  election  of  officers :  the  board 
Chen  proceeds  to  the  sale  of  lands  forfeited  for 
arrears  of  taxes ;  after  which  they  return  from  the 
Shire  HalL 

After  the  election,  all  the  officers  are  sworn  by 
the  register,  in  the  presence  of  the  boards  to  the 
doe,  foitbful,  and  diligent  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  their  respective  situations. 

At  the  Whitsun  meetings,  the  board  assembles  on 
the  Tuesday  evening,  and  proceeds  to  business  on 
the  following  morning  at  ten  o'clock  precisely;  and 
(with  the  exception  of  the  time  the  members  are 
engaged  at  the  Shire  Hall  in  holding  the  corporate 
meeting  for  the  election  of  the  board)  continues 
to  transact  general  business,  which  consists  chiefly 
in  bearing  petitions  and  disposing  of  matters  left 
for  consideration  from  the  April  meeting.  The 
business  is  generally  concluded  on  Thursday  even- 
mg,  and  sometimes  earlier.  Immediately  upon 
the  return  of  the  board,  after  the  election,  the  seve- 
ral members  are  respectively  sworn,  both  as  cor- 
porators and  as  commissioners  of  sewers.  The 
former  oath  is  as  follows : 

^'  Ye  shall  swear  that  you  will  faithfully  and 
impartially  execute  the  office  of — [governor,  bai- 
liff, or  conservator,  as  the  case  may  be,]  without 
fear,  favor,  or  affection ; 

"  So  help  you,  God." 

The  oath  of  commissioners  of  sewers  will  be  in- 
VOL.  I.  2  m 
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scrted  in  that  part  of  the  work  which  treats  of  the 
Bclci-t  body  in  that  capacity. 

The  oath  is  always  administered  by  the  register. 

The  boai-d  is  extremely  averse  to  originate  any 
measure,  or  order  any  expenditure,  except  at  the    I 
April  meeting;  on  which  occasion  a  large  attei^    , 
dance  of  members  of  the  board  and  the  country  U 
generally  ensured.    This  appears  by  the  followtD§ 
standing  orders  or  bye-laws : 

"  Upon  a  debate  had  relating  to  the  taking  up 
money  under  the  corporation  seal,  it  was  thougiit 
convenient  that,  for  the  future,  no  money  should 
be  taken  np  but  by  the  direction  and  privity  of 
the  major  part  of  the  seven  and  twenty;  It  is 
therefore  ordered,  that  the  same  be  observed  as  a 
rule  for  the  future,  only  excepting  such  order  or 
orders  for  taking  up  money  as  shall  be  made  « 
the  corporation's  general  meeting  at  Ely,  beingat 
time  and  place,  hy  act  of  parliament,  when  anti 
where  the  whole  seven  and  twenty  may  and  oughl 
to  be  present.  That  then  money  may  upon  emer- 
gencies be  taken  up  by  a  fewer  number." — 2Snl 
June,  Itidl. 

"  Application  was  made  to  the  board,  under 
very  urgent  circumstances,  by  the  commissioneis 
under  an  act  for  scouring  out.  Sec,  the  rivers  and 
drains  in  the  Middle  Level,  to  have  the  Tongs 
Drain  deepened,  without  which  the  country  could 
not  obtain  the  full  benefit  of  cleansing  their 
rivers;  and  the  board  having  ordered  one-half  of 
the  expense,  amounting  to  about  600/.,  to  be  paid, 

the  following  resolution  was  made : 
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^Resolved, that  although  th«  members  attending 
tbU  meeting  have  made  the  above  order,  yet  they 
fisel  the  importance  of  requiring  that  all  applica-* 
tions  for  works  of  such  a  nature^  should  be  made 
at  the  April  meeting,  where  there  is  a  general  aJt^ 
tendance,  and  where  the  arrangements  are  made 
tf  the  BDK)ney  concerns  of  the  corporation  for  the 
year  then  commencing.  Ordered  therefore,  that 
tiie  April  meeting  be,  for  the  future,  the  only  time 
ibr  making  orders  for  all  works  requiring  any  ma-> 
tnrlal  expense,  except  works  subject  to  accidents, 
•fBd  which  are  of  such  a  nature  as  indispensably 
oeqaire  immediate  execution/* — 21st  June,  1817. 

All  the  orders  of  the  corporation,  and  of  the 
board,  (except  those  relating  to  the  accounts  which 
Me  prepared  by  the  auditor,)  are  drawn  up  by  the  i 

register,  and  then  read  over  and  passed  by  the  board, 
after  which  they  are  entered  in  the  minute  book^ 
and  subsequently  fair-copied  into  what  is  called 
tlie  order  book.  The  orders  of  the  auditor  are  de^ 
livered  to  the  register,  and  entered  in  like  manner/  .  > 

By  an  order  of  tbe  board  passed  in  1819,  the  meet* 
ingt  of  the  board  in  April  are  held  at  the  Lamb 
Im;  and  in  Whitsun  week.at  the  White  Hart  Inn; 
-  It  should  be  stated,  that  although  the  sale  of 
lands  forfeited  for  non-payment  of  taxes^  takes 
place  in  the  Shire  Hall;  it  is  under  the  direction  App.p.392. 
ef  tbe  select  body  only,  and  not  of  the  corporation 
at  large. 

Tbe  select  body  are  empowered  not  only  to  lay  App.  p.  388. 
the  tax,  and  to  sell  for  non-payment  thereof,  but 
thev.  lire  empowered,  ^^all  other  things  to  do  iu 
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order  to  the  support,  maintenance,  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  said  Great  Level,  and  works  made  or 
to  be  made ;"  by  virtue  of  which  provision  llie 
board  always  directs  the  executiou  of  the  future 
works,  and  generally  regulates  the  affairs  of  the 
Level. 

it  has  been  questioned,  whether  either  the  board 
itself,  or  even  the  corporation  at  large,  possesses  the 
power  of  making  bye-laws.  It  is  said,  that  when  a 
corporation  is  created  by  act  of  parliament,  for  a 
particular  purpose,  and  a  power  of  making  bye- 
laws  relative  to  the  object  of  the  institution  is  even 
expressly  given,  (which  is  not  the  case  with  the 
Bedford  Level  coi-poration)  this  neither  enlarges 
nor  abridges  the  power  they  wonid  have  had  inde- 
pendently of  such  an  express  clause.  The  Bedford 
Level  corporatiou  has  power  to  erect  new  works,  as 
well  within,  as  without  the  Great  Level  ;  and  the 
members  may  meet  in  their  corporate  capacity, 
when  and  where  they  please ;  but  as  commissioners 
of  sewers,  they  can  only  sit  and  act  within  the  Level- 
The  parliament  that  assembled  upon  the  restora- 
tion, consisted  by  no  means  of  a  flexible  set  of 
men,  meetiog  only  to  impose  taxes  upon  the  peo- 
ple, and  register  the  edicts  of  the  crown  or  its  me- 
nials ;  on  the  contrary,  they  adopted  very  decisive 
measures  to  protect  the  general  interests  oftbc 
community;  and,  until  their  dissolution,  were  luain- 
ly  instrumental  in  restraining  the  furious  zeal,  and 
bitter  animosities  of  those  who  sought  to  benefit 
themselves  by  the  heedless  destruction  of  such  per 
sons  as  had  been  inimical  (as  the  courtiers  called 
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it)  to  the  interests  of  their  master.  The  wary  and 
considerate  conduct  of  the  parliament  has  been 
already  shewn,  in  their  proceedings  with  reference 
to  the  disputes  in  the  Level ;  but  their  regard  to 
the  rights  of  the  people  is  particularly  evinced  by 
the  clause  which  enacts,  ^^  That  the  lessees  of  the 
King^s  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors^  of  the 
1 0,000  acres,  or  of  any  part  thereof^  and  the  assigns 
of  such  lessees,  and  every  Or  any  of  them,  shall  be 
capable  to  be  elected  and  chosen  into  the  office 
or  place,  offices  or  places  of  governor,  bailiffs^ 
and  conservators  aforesaid ;  and  to  vote  in  such 
elections  and  choice,  and  in  all  other  matters, 
as  fully  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  any  other 
members  of  the  corporation,  ownei*s  of  any  part 
of  the  said  95,000  acres,  may  be  elected  and 
chosen  to  vote  in  such  election  and  choice,  or 
in  any  other  matter ;  jso  as  such  lessees  and  their 
assignees  respectively,  have  and  be  lessees  or  own- 
ers of  double  the  quantity  or  number  of  acres, 
parcel  of  the  said  10,000  acres,  as  by  virtue  of 
this  act  is  required  to  qualify  any  pei*son  to  be 
elected  and  chosen  into  the  office  or  place  of  go- 
vernor, bailiff,  or  conservator  respectively,  and 
to  vote  in  such  elections  and  choice,  or  in  any 
matter  touching  the  said  Level;  and  so  as  such 
leases  or  assignments  they  claim  by  be  entered 
with  the  register," 

It  was  foreseen  by  the  ever  watchful  Earl  of 
Bedford,  that  the  10,000  acres  thus  restored  would 
be  granted  out  to  some  favourites  of  the  crown ; 
and  being  subdivided  might  greatly  influence  tb^ 
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elections  in  futOre  limes.  He  thererore,  very 
properly  obtaiaed  from  tbe  pai'HamenC  this  oon* 
eession,  and  also  another  of  a  very  important  na- 
ture ;  namely,  that  if  any  breaclies  should  happen 
In  any  of  the  banks,  eassee,  sluices,  tunnels,  or 
Gthet-  Morks  within  the  said  Great  Level,  or  in 
any  of  the  works  made  without  the  said  Great 
Level,  fo I-  carrying  the  watei-s  of  the  said  Great  , 
Level  to  sea,  by  reason  of  tsome  inevitablu  acci- 
dents, the  same  should  be  repaired  and  madu  | 
good  in  convenient  time,  by  and  at  the  charges  of 
the  said  corporation  and  their  successsors ;  hut  no  j 
otker  charge  should  be  laid  upon  the  said  corpora-  | 
tion  or  their  snccessoi'S,  for  or  in  respect  of  snch 
breaches,  nor  for  or  in  respect  of  any  breaches 
that  had  happened  theretofore  in  any  of  the  said 
banks,  sasGes,  sluices,  or  other  works ;  noi*  should 
the  said  corporation  be  enforced  to  give  to  any 
other  person  any  i-ccoiiipciise  for  any  loss  or  dam- 
age which  had  or  should  happen  by  reason  ofthcir 
making  necessary  and  sufficient  banks  for  the  de- 
feuding  of  the  said  Level  fi-ora  being  ovei-flowed, 
and  for  the  leading  of  the  waters  of  the  said  Level 
in  their  channels,  as  they  then  ran  into  their  out- 
falls at  sea.  It  should  not  be  omitted  to  state, 
rtiat  in  order  to  maintain  the  peace  and  good  go- 
Ternment  of  corporations,  and  to  secure  their  ad- 
herence to  the  purposes  of  their  institution,  the 
law  has  appointed  a  tribunal  to  inspect  the  coc- 
duct  of  their  internal  affaire,  to  whose  decisioo 
all  disputes  arising  within  them  must  be  refer- 
red.   This  tnbunal,  ia  the  case  of  eleemoeynary 
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Bad  w^plesiaattqal  corpomtioos^  is  in  geqisral  that 
of  a  privatfi  visitor;  and  of  all  otbe^  corporation^, 
4be  Court  of  King's  Bench.  The  latjter  exp r/cises 
its  viaitprial  jurisdiction  in  two  diffe^pt  way$ ; 
fiamely^  by  writ  of  mandamus,  or  by  inform^tipp 
in  t)ie  nature  of  a  quo  warranto. 

loL  modi^ra  legislation  it  is.  almost  always  pro-  corporate 
vided^  that  the  boo)(s  of  proceedings  of  the  parties  ™^ 
imrrying  the  intention  of  the  legislature  iq to  effect 
ahail  pf  tbeii^selves  be  evidence.  Tb^  statute  of 
15  Car.  JI.  has  made  no  ^uch  provision ;  we  miAst 
iherefope  consider  this  yery  important  subject 
with  referepce  to  the  law  established  by  judi^ 
nial  pnooeedings  in  regard  to  corpprntions  in  g^ 
aeraL    . 

Corporate  documents  are  of  two  kiads^  those     J^ndetux. 
vbich  are  the  records  of  the  municipality^  relat-  lJ^Vh.bl 
iog  only  to  the  members  of  the  body  politic  aud  ut^rUn  p. 
persons  under  its  government^  whichare  of  a  pub*  ^]^^^'^^ 
tie  nature^  and  evidence  in  all  questions  among  ^-  %^b^I 
themselves,  and  also  in  questions  of  a  public  right,  gmL'  ca. 
as  thajt  of  swearing  and  admitting  freemen ;  and  ^^Ho^r.suxv^ 
those  of  the  other  kind,  which  relate  to  the  corpo-  Moort'iCa. 
nte  rights  in  respect  of  strangers,  and  are  as  e^f.    * 
iDuc)i  private  writings  as  the  title-deeds  of  ajoy 
individual. 

When  eorporatioa  books  have  been  kept  pub-  r.  „,  Motber- 
licly  as  such,  entries  made  in  them  by  the  proper  f "'  *  ^^'  ^^* 
officer  have  been  geuerally  admitted  to  be  given 
in  evidence.    And  of  similar  authority  are  entries 
made  by  another  proper  person  during  the  sick- 
9e^  of  the  officer,  or  on  bis  refusal  tp  attend ;  but 


in  the  latter  case,  the  reason  why  they  were  not 
made  by  the  officer  ought  to  be  shewn. 
R.  r.  Lorf  Where  the  original  document  is  of  a  public  oa- 

ul'^g.  593.  [™]  ture,  and  would  be  evidence  if  produced,  it  is  not 
wa!)"'  necessary  to  shew  the  document  itself,  for  it  may 

be  required  in  many  places  at  the  same  time ;  for 
that  reason  an  immediate  sworn  copy  made  by  the 
proper  officer  will  be  admitted, 
costody.  Tiie  custody  of  coi-porate  documents  belong* 

2Bur. 7tf™"'    more  particularly  to  the  chief  officer;  but  tbejr 
2  Kcnfo'n,*86'.  ouglit  to  be  kept  in  the  usual  depository. 
R  •>.  ipnrich         ^^  ^^^  custody  of  thcir  documents  belong:  toooe 
im^  ***>""•    of  their  officers  in  virtue  of  his  office,  the  corpora- 
tion cannot  compel  him  to  deliver  them  up,  bat 
may  require  that  he  submit  them  to  their  inspec- 
tion whenever  they  think  proper. 
.|,^pjf^„_  Every  corporator  has,  as  such,  an  interest  in  tbe 

tit't'^r'il^'.  documents  of  the  corporation,  and  a  jreneral  rig;ht 
R  "li-SbelirT  *■**  '"^P^*^'  tlieui  upoii  all  proper  occasions  ;  and  if 
iJ'v  ai"*3  "PO"  application  for  that  purpose,  the  officer  irtt 
T.  R.  5B0.       hag  the  custody  refuse  to  shew  them,  the  ooort 

R.  e.  Tower,  ^  ' 

*  M.ftS-ifij.  ypiW  grant  a  mandamus  to  enforce  his  right, 
ifwl"*'*        '^  corporator  has  a  right  to  inspect  these  doca- 
R.  t>.  iviTRn-    ments,  to  obtain  information  as  to  bis  rights,  who- 

nion,  2Chit.  .  .   ,  -        .  . 

Rep.  366,11.     ther  m  a  dispute  with  a  foreigner,  or  the  corponi- 

R.  p.  Cheiier,        .         .        ,  ^  .  .  7  . 

1  cbit  Rep.      tion  itscIf,  OF  any  of  its  members.  .   .  i 

Edmnii  V.  '  **  The  mayor,  bailitT,  sheriff,  town  clerk,  or  otfaa 
tr^riiudir.  officer  of  any  corporation,  having  tlie  custody  of 
B^!!.'B>bb,3T.  Of  powerover  the  records  of  the  same,  shall,  upou 
32  oio.  3.  c  tlic  demand  of  any  person,  being  an  officer  or  mem- 
^'■*-  ber  of  such  corporation,  on  the  payment  of  one 

shilling,  permit  such  person,  on  any  day  or  days. 
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except  Christmas  Day,  Good  Friday,  and  Sunday, 
between  the  hours  of  nine  in  the  morning  and 
three  in  the  afternoon,  to  inspect  the  books  and 
papers,  wherein  the  admission  or  swearing  in  of  the 
freemen^  burgesses,  or  other  members  or  officers 
of  such  corporation,  shall  be  entered^  and  to  have 
copies  or  minutes  of  the  admission,  or  the  entry 
of  swearing  in  of  any  one  or  more  of  such  free- 
meoy  burgesses,  or  other  members  or  officers,  upon 
paying  sixpence  for  every  one  hundred  words  for 
writing  the  same.  And  if  such  mayor,  bailiff,  she*^ 
riff,  town  clerk,  or  other  officer,  shall  refuse,  or 
deny  to  any  person  hereby  entitled  to  demand  it; 
the  inspection  of  such  books  or  papers,  or  to  have 
copies  or  minutes  thereof  as  aforesaid,  such  mayor, 
bailiff,  town  clerk,  or  other  officer,  shall,  for  every 
such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  100/.,  to- 
gether with  full  costs  of  suit,  to  him,  or  her,  or 
them,  whoshall  inform  and  sue  for  the  same  within 
one  year  after  such  offence  committed,  by  action 
of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,*'  &c. 

It  has  been  already  stated,  that  the  Court  of  wrftofman- 
Kiilg*s  Bench  is  the  visitor  of  all  corporations^ 
where  the  charter  has  not  appointed  that  officer. 
Therefore,  the  writ  of  mandamus  is  a  prerogative 
writ,  by  which  the  Court  of  King^s  Bench  exer* 
cises  its  supreme  jurisdiction  over  all  public  bo- 
dies, and  officers  in  the  administration  of  justice, 
when  the  law  has  not  provided  another  specific 
and  adequate  remedy.  It  has  been  peculiarly 
applied  to  the  regulation  of  corporations,  for  the 
purpose  of  compelling  them  to  observe  the  ordi- 
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nances  of  tlieir  constitution,  nnd  to  respect  the 
I'iglits  of  those  who  art;  entitled  to  participate  in 
their  privileges. 

The  author  has  thought  it  necessary  to  insert 
these  particular  points,  because  they  may  occur 
in  the  ordinary  transactions  of  the  corporatioui 
but  tlie  learned  reader  will  readily  perceive,  that 
much  more  extended  inquii-y  will  be  necessary 
when  more  abstruse  questions  shall  come  in  issue. 

The  author  has  thus  briefly  laid  beforehis  read- 
ei-s  the  constitution  and  powers,  as  well  of  the 
corporationat  large,  as  of  the  select  body;  indotitj; 
which  he  has  endeavoured 

"  Nothing  to  extenuate, 

"  Nor  to  set  dowQ  aught  In  malice.'* 


He  is  a  public  servant.  He  has  neither  par- 
tialities nor  prejudices  to  indulge.  His  sincere 
and  eaniest  wish  is,  to  perform  his  duty  faithfully, 
impartially,  and  digilently,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  board,  the  corporation,  and  the  couotiy  at 
large. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 


Qfficers  of  the  corporation.  —  How  appointed. — 
.    Their  election. — Salary. — Duties. — Regulations 

on  the  death  of  the  Register. — List  of  persons 
.  who  have  from  time  to  time  held  the  several 

offices  under  the  corporation. 

St  the  general  drainage  uct^  (15  Car.  II.)  the  cor-  Appointment 

.  m  ^  «  Oi  officers* 

poration  at  large  are  to  use  a  common  seal ;  and 
tliey  have  also  power  to  appoint  a  register^  re*  App.p.387. 
eeiver^  one  or  more  Serjeants  at  mace^  and  other 
(^ders^  and  allow  them  salaries,  and  remove  them, 
mid  make  new  at  their  pleasure.  An  invariable 
custom  has  obtained  for  the  corporation  to  elect 
their  officers  annually  at  the  April  meeting,  ol- 
Aeugh  the  statute  does  not  direct  them  so  to  do. 
It  is  a  wholesome  practice,  and  will  always  stimu- 
late to  exertion ;  it  has,  indeed,  been  thought  hard, 
inasmuch  as  an  officer  might  be  ousted,  either 
without  due  notice,  or  from  private  pique  or  mai* 
lice ;  but  should  -such  an  event  occur,  the  officer 
would  have  redress  by  applying  to  the  court  of 
kiBg*8  bench  to  exercise  in  his  behalf  its  visitorial 


im 
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powers.  All  the  officers  are  directed  to  be  sworn; 
and  the  corporation  has  power  to  demand  and  re- 
ceive an  jiccount  from  all  and  every  the  oflScers, 
agents,  and  servants,  their  executors  and  adinU 


The  Surveifor  Genrral. 


d 


The  office  of  surveyor  general  is  not  mentiooed 
in  the  statute  of  incorporation ;  but  it  has  existed 
from  the  commencement  of  the  corporation.  The 
office,  although  it  has  been  always  held  by  noblu- 
men  and  persons  of  consideration,  was  formerly 
one  of  much  labour  aud  responsibility,  it  being 
the  duty  of  tlie  officer,  at  earlier  periods,  not  only 
to  submit  to  the  corporation  the  works  necessary 
lo  be  executed  fur  the  general  drainage  of  the 
Level;  l)iit  afterwanls  to  aft  end  to  their  execution. 
lo  the  infancy  of  the  corporation,  in  order  to  exe* 
cute  the  office  with  satisfaction  to  the  corporatioa 
and  the  country  at  large,  not  only  was  a  consi-. 
derable  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  drainage. 
required,  but  an  intimate  acquaintance  witb  the 
local  interests  and  feelings  of  the  Level  was  like- 
wise indispensable.  After  the  works  of  drainage, 
were  settled,  this  office  became  less  piticticallj 
efficient;  and  its  more  important  duties  were  trans- 
ferred to,  or  rather  divided  amongst,  the  suboitli- 
nate  officers  of  the  corporation.  The  surveyor- 
general  was  originally  paid  a  large  annual  salary 
for  his  services ;  but  the  office  is  now  considered 
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honorary ;  altboagh  it  has  been  the  practice  occa- 
sionally to  address  this  officer  npon  any  great 
works  intended  to  be  made.  He  may  be  re- 
garded in  the  light  of  a  visitor  to  the  corporation. 
The  surveyor  generars  office  is  annual ;  and  the 
election  takes  place  at  the  April  meeting.  The 
situation  is  now  held  by  the  amiable  and  venerable 
Earl  of  Hardwicke.  His  extensive  possessions  in, 
and  intimate  connections  with  the  Fens,  would  at 
once  furnish  an  apology  (were  any  required)  for 
the  insertion  in  this  work  of  some  biographical 
notices  of  this  nobleman,  who  justly  possesses  the 
kindest  feelings  of  gratitude  and  respect  of  all  fen 
mea.  The  £arl  of  Hardwicke,  at  all  times,  from 
youth  to  manhood,  and  from  manhood  to  old  age, 
has  exerted  himself  for  the  interests  of  the  Bed- 
ford Level ;  advancing,  by  personal  exertion  and 
pecuniary  aid,  every  measure  projected  for  the 
improvement  of  the  country.  His  lordship,  in  the 
year  1780,  (then  the  Honorable  Philip  Yorke,)  be- 
came a  candidate  for  the  representation  of  the 
county  of  Cambridge;  Lord  Robert  Manners^ 
imde  to  the  present  Duke  of  Rutland,  and  the  late 
Lord  Eardley,  then  Sir  Sampson  Gideon,  Bart., 
being  also  candidates :  and,  after  a  severe  contest, 
at  the  close  of  the  poll,  the  numbers  were — 

Lord  R.  Manners,     -        -        -    1741 

The  Honorable  P.  Yoike,  -        -    1455 

Sir  Sampson  Gideon,  •        •    1038 

The  first  two  were  consequently  declared  duly 
elected. 

The  history  of  this  contest,  which  excited  the 
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most  intense  interest  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence, 
is  deserving  of  notice,  particularly  froni  those  who 
feel  curiosity  as  to  the  events  of  "  other  days." 
At  this  period  (1780)  the  nation  was  smarting 
under  the  effects  of  the  unjust  and  atrocious  war 
against  the  American  colonies,  which  bad  been 
carried  on  agaiust  the  known  and  declared  sense 
of  the  people,  witii  an  obstinacy  that  amounted  to 
infatuation.  It  was  this  sensible  difference  between 
the  parliament  and  the  people,  and  the  heavy 
burthens  so  wrongfully  imposed  upon  the  nation, 
that  originated  the  clamour  for  a.  reform  in  tbe 
representation,  and  greater  economy  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money.  County  meetings 
were  generally  held,  to  petition  parliament.  The 
county  of  Cambridge  was  not  then  less  forward 
than  at  t^e  present  day  in  the  discharge  of  its 
public  duty.  A  requisition  was  numerously  sign- 
ed, and  presented  to  tbe  high  sheriff  (Thomi 
Rumbold  Hall,  Esq.),  who  declined  to  conwaea 
meeting.  It  was,  however^held,  and  petitionsmw 
voted  for  reform  and  economy.  The  two  ttem^ 
bers,  Sir  J.  H;  Cotton  and  Sir  Sampson  OicteoDi 
refuged  to  present  tbe  same  to  the  bouse  of  6on* 
mons;  and  the  consequence  was,  a  detcrniiiisd 
opposition  to  their  return  upou  tbe  dissolutiaa  «f 
parliament,  which  took  place  soon  after.  Sir 
J.H.Cotton  retired  (unable  to  face  theMorm); 
but  Sir  S.  Gideon,  relying  upon  big  constant  kind- 
ness and  attention  to  the  county,  aiMl- particularly 
to  the  Isle  of  Ely  and  the  Bedford  Level,  ia  wMch 
he  was  the  owner  of  vast  propert^f,  resolved  to 


DFnOBIU.-^ltTllVBT01l-  OBItSllAi;. 

willt  tba  nsolt  of  tbe  poll.  The  following  Boib- 
maiy  will  sbev  the  prev&iliog  feeling  among  tbb 
fi«eholdere. 

"  General  state  of  the  poll" 
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At  this  period,  tbe  late  Mr.  Pitt  was  brought  for- 
Wtttd  as  an  avowed  ad^cate  for  reform ;  and  after 
a  vehelnent  struggle  was  returned  for  tbe  unirer- 
^y  of  Cambridge,  which  he  continued  to  repre- 
sent until  tbe  time  of  bis  death,  in  1800,  haritig 
evinced  bis  sincerity  in  the  cause  of  reform,  by 
increasing  tbe  national  debt  from  six  to  sixty 
Billions. 

Mr.  Yorke  continued  in  tbe  representation  of 
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the  couDty  until  the  death  of  liis  uncle,  hi  17!>0; 
when  he  succeeded  to  the  title  of  Earl  of  Hai-d- 
wicke.  His  lordship  is  lord  lieutenant  and  castos 
rotuloruin  of  the  county  of  Ca.inbndge,  and  higli 
steward  of  the  university  of  Camhridge,  to  which 
latter  post  he  wiis  elected  in  180G,  upon  the  de- 
mise of  the  Right  noiiomble  William  Pitt.  His 
lordship  was  also  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  la 
1800. 

The  following  noblemen  and  other  persons  of 
consideration  have  held  this  office,  from  the  pass- 
ing the  general  drainage  act,  15  Car.  II.,  to  the 
present  period  : 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord  Gorges,  I6f>3 

Roger  Jenyns,  Esq.,  1686 

John  Jenyns,  Esq.,  IG'Ji 

John  Chicheley,  Esq.,  I7I7 

The  Right  Honorable  the  Rai-1  of  Lincoln,  1725 
The  Right  Honorable  Loid  Mickielhwiutc,  17-29 
Edward  Harrison,  Esq.,  1730 

The  Right  Honorable  Charles  Lord  Lynn,      1733 
The  Right  Honorable  Charles  Lord  Vis- 
count Townshend,  1 739 
The  Right  Honorable  Henry  Earl  of  Lin- 
coln,                              *                              1744 
The  Right  Honorable  Francis  Marquess  of 

Tavistock,  1764 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord  Viscount 

Townshend,  1767 

The  Right  Honorable  The  Eai-1  of  Hard- 
wicke,  1809 
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The  Register. 

The  Register  is  coQsidered  the  chief  paid  officer  '^^  Register. 
of  the  corporation,  and  the  appomtment  has 
always  been  justly  held  to  be  one  not  only  of 
honor,  but  of  great  responsibility.  He  is  the  organ 
of  communication  between  the  board,  the  corpo- 
ration, and  also  the  several  owners  and  occupiers 
of  lands  interested  in  the  drainage  of  the  Bedford 
Level.  He  is  elected  annually  at  the  April  meet-^ 
ing  at  Ely,  and  is  subsequently  sworn  to  the  due 
execution  of  his  office :  the  oath  is  administered 
by  the  governor,  or  one  of  the  bailiflB.  Being  a 
sworn  officer,  the  duties  must  be  transacted  by  the 
poster  himself,  and  not  by  deputy,  except  in 
oases  of  sickness,  or  on  some  other  extraordinary 
occasion ;  and  then  the  deputy  must  be  appointed 
and  allowed  by  the  board.  This  was  ordained 
by  the  corporation  so  long  since  as  the  year  1692. 
The  salary  annexed  to  the  office  is  200/.  per  ah-* 
nam:  but  in  consideration  of  the  various  duties 
that  have  devolved  of  late  years  upon  the  register, 
mch  as  keeping  up  the  lot  books,  making  out  the* 
annual  tax  roll,  (formerly  the  duty  of  the  receiver 
aiKl  expenditor  general,)  the  late  register  (whose 
services  in  general,  and  more  particularly  in  form-' 
ing  and  completing  a  correct  lot  book,  were  most 
essentially  beneficial  to  the  corporation)  was  al- 
lowed an  annual  gratuity  of  100/.  in  addition  to 
his  salary.  Upon  an  attentive  examination  and 
serious  consideration  of  the  continued  increased 
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duties  of  the  office,  n  committee  of  the  bo( 
ported  the  propriety  of  allowing  the  prcse 
gister  a  gratuity  of  70/.  per  annum  in  ad 
to  his  salary,  donng  the  pleasure  of  the 
which  report  has  been  confirmed ;  and  tb 
ments  have  heen  piinctnally  made  to  the  | 
period.  The  additional  labonr  of  prepar 
atiDital  rent  roll  and  particular  of  all  the  pi 
of  the  corporation,  and  transmitting  copies 
of  in  the  month  of  February  to  the  recelf 
expcnditor  general  and  to  the  auditor,  lit 
recently  imposed  upon  the  register. 

The  duties  of  the  register  are  nnmero 
important ;  from  which  naturally  results gi 
sponsibility.  Whenever  a  public  or  privat 
ing  of  the  board  or  corporation  is  held,  he 
m  the  register  of  the  court,  in  like  mai 
the  register  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
Court  of  Admiralty,  rir  any  other  court  of 
to  draw  up  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings. 
minutes  he  first  enters  in  a  rough  miniri 
each  order  being  previously  read  and  ap 
The  orders  are  afterwards  fairly  transcril 
another  book,  called  "The  Order  Book,"c 
ing  all  the  proceedings  both  ofthe  board  an 
corporation.  After  each  meeting,  he  trans 
the  several  members,  the  offices  of  tbe  c 
tion,  or  other  parties  interested,  copies 
orders  as  may  be  necessary  to  be  promulg: 
the  purpose  of  carrying  the  same  into  exei 

He  keeps  all  the  records,  muniments, 
pers,  belonging  to  the  corporation,  in  thi 
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office,  called  the  Fen  Office,  (until  recently  sita- 
ate  1a  Tanfield  Court,  in  the  Inner  Temple,  Lon- 
don, and  now  at  No.  6,  Serjeant's  Inn,  Fleet 
Street,)  which  is  open  to  the  public  on  Mondays, 
Wednesdays,  and  Fridays,  between  the  hours  of 
ten  and  two,  except  during  the  weeks  of  the 
April  and  the  Whitsun  annual  meetings,  when 
the  register  and  his  clerk  are  occupied  in  their  at- 
tendance upon  the  board  and  the  corporation  at 
Ely.      Every  conveyance,  mortgage,  lease,  (ex-  App.p.  sao. 

393 

cept  leases  of  seven  years  or  under,)  and  all  other 
instruments  affecting  any  part  of  the  adventurers' 
lands,  must  be  registered  in  books  provided  by  the 
corporation,  and  kept  in  the  Fen  Office,  in  London : 
and  as  no  deed  can  have  any  legal  effect  until  it  is 
so  regplstered,  and  a  certificate  thereof  endorsed 
and  signed  by  the  register  upon  such  instruments. 
It  is  an  important  duty  that  all  the  deeds  left  at 
the  office  for  entry  be  faithfully  and  accurately 
registered  and  endorsed,  and  that  the  books  into 
which  they  are  copied  be  preserved  with  care  and 
in  good  order.    Should  the  original  deed  be  lost, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  entry  in  the  regis- 
try books  would  be  evidence  in  a  court  of  law, 
particularly  as  the  clause  requiring  registration 
states,  that  '^  the  entry  of  registration  being  en-  App.  p.  393. 
'^  dorsed  by  the  register  upon  such  lease,  grant, 
'  &c.,  shall  be  as  good  and  effectual  in  the  law  as 
'  if  the  original  book  of  entries  were  produced  at 
*  any  trifil  at  law  or  otherwise;**  the  term  "  as  good 
md  effectuar  making  either  the  one  or  the  other 
•vidence.     Wills,  and  ccrtifieates  of  descent  and 
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heii"ship,  when  the  owners  of  adventurers' la 
intestate,are  also  required  to  beenlei-ed  in  h 
be  kept  for  that  purpose.  Probably  the  sU 
Id  Cur.  II.  does  not  go  to  this  extent;  bull 
ing  order  of  the  board  directs  these  meas 
tending  to  the  continuance  of  a  correct  lot 

Tlic  register  prepares  the  sale  conveyi 
adventurers'  lands  forfeited  and  sold  for  n 
ment  of  taxes,  and  all  leases  and  convey; 
the  corporation  estates  and  property. 

He  procures  all  moneys  on  the  corpora! 
dit,  (the  same  being  ordered  to  be  raised  ni 
great  seal  of  the  corporation) ;  and  he  lu 
port  to  the  board  such  of  the  old  crediton 
luive  given  the  legal  notice  required  for 
payment  of  their  money.  He  prejiarcs  a 
for  money  borrowed,  cither  for  the  exigenc 
corporation,  or  in  exchange  for  old  bond 
any  of  the  creditors  arc  desirous  of  delivei 

It  is  his  duty  also  to  make  out  copiei 
tracts  of  any  deeds  of  conveyance  or  w 
may  be  wanted  from  the  registry,  at  the 
of  the  parties  requiring  the  same.  He  | 
the  registry  books  to  persons  wantisg  t< 
for  security  of  a  purchaser's  or  mortgagt 
or  otherwise ;  but  be  is  not  permitted  to 
any  person  (except  the  governor,  bailiffs,  i 
servatora,  individually  or  collectively,)  t. 
books  of  the  board,  or  of  the  corporatii 
furnish  copies  thereof,  without  a  special  i 
from  the  board.  Everyowner  ofanypart  ) 
small)  of  the  atlventurers'  lands,  is  a  co 
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(altfaougfa  not  entitled  to  vote  at  elections,  unless 
possessed  of  100  acres  and  upwards,) ^hd  is  there- 
fore entitled  to  inspect  the  books  of  accounts ;  but 
the  register  cannot  give  or  permit  extracts  to  be 
taken  therefrom  by  the  public,  without  the  special 
direction  of  the  board  or  of  the  corporation. 

It  is  likewise  his  duty  to  keep  with  accuracy 
the  lot  book  of  the  corporation,  which  contains  App.p.253, 

the  names  of  the  respective  owners  of  each  por-      ' 

• 

tion  of  the  several  twenty  lots  or  shares  into  which 
the  95,000  acres  were  originally  divided  amongst 
the  adventui'ers  and  the  crown.  From  this  lot 
hock,  he  is  enabled  to  make  out  for  the  receiver 
and  expenditor  general  the  annual  tax  roll,  con- 
tidning  the  names  of  all  the  owners,  according  to 
the  registry  books ;  and  by  this  means  the  receiver 
abd  expenditor  general  is  enabled  to  make  out  the 
WTeral  tax  receipts  correctly. 

The  register  attends  and  regulates  the  trien- 
nial lettings  of  all  the  corporation  estates  and 
property,  except  such  parts  as  may  haVe  been 
let  aoder  the  authority  of  the  board,  upon  ini- 
prcnrable  leases  for  a  longer  term.  These  lettings 
are  now  ordered  to  take  place  at  Ely,  id  the  tnoiith 
ef  April. 

The  registry,  minute,  order,  and  lot  books,  and 
other  necessary  books  and  stationery,  are  provided 
by  the  register,  the  costs  of  which  are  defrayed 
by  the  corporation. 

It  is  expected,  that  the  register  be  acquainted 
with  all  the  records  and  acts  of  parliatnent  rela- 
tive to  the  Great  Level,  the  law  of  sewers,  the 
laws  relative  to  the  registry  of  deeds,  and  the  laws 
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connected  with  corporations  in  general;  t 
may  be  ready  to  answer  any  qnestion  prop< 
him  by  the  board,  or  by  any  member  of  it 
poration. 

Every  private  act  of  parliament  in  any 
affecting  the  drainage,  inclosure,  or  iinproi 
of  lands,  rivers,  bridges,  or  other  works 
the  limits  of  the  Bedford  Level,  is,  by  the 
ing  orders  of  the  board,  directed  to  be  laid 
the  register,  that  he  may  consider  whether 
its  clauses  or  provisions  interfere  with  the 
of  the  corporation,  or  are  iiijurioiis  to  di 
or  navigation  ;  anil  that  he  nmy  sec  U 
clauses  fully  and  absolutely  reserving  the 
of  the  corporation  are  duly  inserted,  in  th 
directed  by  the  standing  orders  of  the  boai 

It  would  be  impossible  to  detail  Ibe  van 
ties  attached  to  the  important  office  of  regisi 
is  the  legal  organ  of  the  board,  and  of  the 
ration ;  and  it  is  most  ntaterial  that  be 
possess  (besides  the  requisites  already  st 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  locality  of  all  | 
the  Bedford  Level,  and  the  operation  aa< 
of  all  the  rivers,  drains,  banks,  bridges* 
and  works  erected  therein,  or  having  ir 
upon  the  outfalls  to  sea. 

As  tbe  prosperity  of  the  Level  is  so  iot 
connected  with  tbe  faithful  discbarge  of  th 
of  tbe  register,  the  electors  will  best  consi 
'own  interests  by  instituting  a  strict  scrut 
the  qualifications  of  the  persons  who  mi 
tiftie  to  time  offer  themselves  as  candid: 
this  arduous  situation.    Under  a  board  le 
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lant,  less  attentive,  and  less  informed  than  the 
present,  the  security  of  the  Bedford  Level  itself 
might  full  a  sacrifice,  should  an  inefficient  or  in- 
attentive register  be  elected. 

The  register  must  not  be  disappointed  if  be  finds 
himself  incapable  of  giving  general  satisfaction  to 
the  board,  the  corporation,  or  the  country,  nor  on 
thataceount  relax  his  utmost  exertions  in  their  ser- 
vice ;  his  duties  ai*e  too  complicated,  and  the  seve- 
ral interests  too  conflicting,  to  afford  a  hope  of  his 
total  escape  from  censure.  By  )sonie  the  register 
will  be  considered  too  active,  by  others,  too  supine ; 
by  some,  too  economical,  by  others,  too  extrava- 
gant; some  will  accuse  him  of  inclining  too  much 
to  the  board,  othera,  of  leaning  to  the  corporation 
at  large.  Let  him,  however,  discharge  his  duties 
fearlessly  and  impartially,  and  he  will  always  have 
the  proud  satisfaction  of  knowing,  that  he  holds 
the  most  responsible  and  valuable  office  that  any 
statutable  corporation  in  the  kingdom  has  in  its 
power  to  bestow. 

Register's  Fees. 

Exclusive  of  his  annual  salary  of  200/.,  and  the 
gratuity  of  70/.,  the  register  is  entitled  to  the  fol- 
lowing fees  : 

Searching  each  register  book — one  shilling; 
general  search— two  guineas. 

General  search  of  lot  or  account  books— two 
guineas.  Single  registry  fees— one  shilling  for 
the  first  100  words,  and  sixpence  for  every  subse- 
quent 100  words. 
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N.  B.  Deeds  not  enrolled  within  i 
from  the  date  pay  double  fees. 

Certificate  of  enrolment  of  each  deed — 1\ 
lings  and  sixpence.  Copies  or  extracts- 
pence  per  folio,  of  72  words.  Abstracts  o 
ten  shillings   each  brief  sheet. 

The  register  is  paid  five  guineas  by  ( 
inoters,  and  the  register's  clerk  receivei 
lings,  for  affixing  the  great  seal  of  tb 
tion  to  all  private  bills  in  parliament ; 
a  fee  for  perusing  tfie  drafts  of  such  bills,  ac 
to  their  length. 

For  affixing  the  seal  to  any  inBtrament 
instance  of  private  parties— one  guinea;  fi 
lings  to  the  register's  clerk,  and  coach-hin 
from  the  keepers  of  the  seal, 

For  each  attendance  at  either  bouse  of 
ment — five  guineas. 

The  register  is  paid  all  his  travelling  ej 
and  an  allowance  of  one  guinea  per  day 
personal  expenses. 

Leases,  conveyances,  &c.,  are  paid  for  ac 
to  their  length. 

For  procuring  money  and  preparing  bi 
the  corporation— seventeen  shillings  and  s 
each  bond,  exclusive  of  the  stamp. 

Two  shillings  arc  paid  to  the  register  f^ 
letter  written  for  payment  of  taxes  in  arret 

Regulations  on  the  Death  of  a  Registt 

"  Ordered  by  the  board,  that  upon  tb 
of  the  present  or  any  future   register,  th 
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and  all  the  papers  in  it  be  locked  up ;  and  that 
no  one  be  admitted  to  make  searches,  or  to  have 
any  access  thereto  for  any  purpose  of  business, 
vntU  the  necessary  directions  have  been  given.*' 

'^  Ordered,  that  the  clerk  or  other  person  hav- 
ing the  care  of  the  office,  under  the  register,  do 
give  the  earliest  notice  of  the  death  of  the  register 
ta  the  governor  or  surveyor  general ;  or  if  either 
of  tbem  is  not  in  town,  to  any  one  of  the  bailiffs ; 
any  or  either  of  whom  is  hereby  required  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  board ;  and  until  such  meeting, 
the  governor,  surveyor  general,  or  bailiff  is  here- 
by required  to  give  such  directions,  and  do  such 
acta  as  the  occasion  shall  appear  to  require.  But 
at  the  mixture  of  the  private  papers  of  the  register 
with  the  papers  of  the  office  is  almost  unavoid- 
able,** 

^'  Resolved,  That  until  the  election  of  a  new 
register,  no  papers,  although  they  are  the  private 
papers  of  the  register,  be  removed,  but  in  the  pre- 
sence of  one  or  more  members  of  the  board,  who, 
before  they  are  taken  away,  will  be  satisfied  that 
they  do  not  concern  the  corporation.** 

tdgi  of  persons  who  haveJUled  the  office  of  Regis- 
ter  since  the  passing  of  the  General  Drainage 
Act,  15  Cor.  II.,  to  the  present  period. 

1663.    Thomas  Bland,  Esq. 

Mr.  Bland  had  previously  held  the  situa- 
tion of  clerk  to  the  company  of  adven- 
turers, under  the  pretended  act^  passed 
1649. 


Jusepti  Hope,  Esq. 

Joseph  Hope,  junior,  Esq.,  aworn 
register. 

William  Plaxton,  Esq  ,  elected  an 
deputy  register,  in  tbe  room  of 
Hope,  junior,  who  was  di&cKai 
neglect  of  tiuiy. 

William  Plaxton,   Esq,,   elected 
on  tlie  death  of  Joseph  Hope,  si 

Benjamin  Woodward,  Esq. 

Charles  Nalsou  Cole,  Esq. 

William  Saffery,  Esq. 

Upon  this  occasion,  Edward  C 
Esq.,  a  Ban-ister  at  Law,  and  CI 
tice  of  the  Isle  of  Ely,  was  also 
date ;  and  the  members  on 
being  nearly  equal,  a  scrutiny  toi 
and  the  numbers  were  ultimate 
feiy,  S-2;  Clnisli:in,  81  ;  hut  i 
quence  of  several  conveyance! 
been  registered  by  Mr.  Gotob 
had  for  some  time  acted  as  depui 
Cole,  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
was  resisted,  and  gave  rise  to  j 
cation  to  the  Court  of  King's  Be 
Mr.  Saffery's  election  was  ul 
confirmed  •• 


the  Bedford 
Urel.    180s. 

fiE.»t,3.'i6. 
S  ne  caK,  3 
Snutb,  bM. 


*  The  following  b  (he  result  of  Uie  application  tt 
of  King's  Bench. 

A  rule  had  been  obtained,  calling  upon  the  gov 
liffs,  aud  commonuliy  uf  the  cuiupauy  of  cooaerva 
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L    Robert  Bevill,  Esq. 

Upon  this  occasion,  Thomas  Mortlock, 
Esq.,  Barrister  at  Law,  was  also  a  can- 
didate ;  and  upon  the  close  of  the  poll 
the  numbers  were:  Bevill,  115;  Mort- 
lock,  63.    Majority  for  Mr.  Bevill,  62. 


Lerel  of  the  Fens,  to  shew  caase  why  a  writ  of  manda- 
thould  not  issue  to  them,  commanding  thtm  to  admit  and 
*  Edward  Christian,  Esq.,  into  the  place  and  office  of  re- 
r  of  the  said  corporation. 

Stat.  15  Car.  II ,  c.  17,  s.  2,  the  Earl  of  Bedford  and 
i>  who  had  commenced  the  drainage  of  the  Great  Level, 
incorporated,  by  the  name  above  mentioned ;  and  the  cor- 
km  was  to  consist  of  a  governor,  six  bailiffs^  twenty  con- 
corSj  and  commonalty,  who  were  to  meet  together  ''  when, 
I,  and  as  often  as  they  please,  and  appoint  a  registrar, 
■er^  one  or  more  Serjeants  at  mace,  add  other  officers,  and 

Ihem  salaries,  and  remove  them  and  make  new  at  their 
ire.''  By  sec.  15,  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators, 
>  be  elected  yearly,  upon  Wednesday  in  Whitsun  week, 
c  8,  all  conveyances  by  indenture  within  the  Level,  "  en* 
with  the  same  registrar  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  pur- 

shall  be  of  equal  force  to  convey  the  freehold  and  inhe- 
t,  &C.,  as  if  enrolled,  &c. ;  and  no  lease,  grant,  or  convey- 
fcc*>  shall  be  of  force,  but  from  the  time  it  shall  be  entered 
tlie  said  register  as  aforesaid ;  the  entry  whereof  being 
•ed  by  the  said  register  upon  such  lease,  &c.,  shall  be  as 
ml  in  law  as  if  the  original  book  of  entries  was  produced 
f  trial/*  &c.  i  and  by  sec.  14,  "  the  governor,  bailiffs,  con- 
tors,  register,  receiver,  or  other  officers  nominated  as 
taid,  and  every  other,  from  time  to  time,  into  any  of  the 
rtlvte  offices  to  be  chosen,**  shall  take  a  certain  oath  of 
It  was  stated  in  the  affidavit,  that  for  above  a  century 
a  dqputy  register  had  at  intervals  been  elected,  as  it  seem- 
r  the  corporation^  though  the  act  of  parliament  did  not 
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:i  Nov.  1824.    Samuel  Welis,  Esq. 

Upon  tbis  occasion,  Charles  Jenyi 
hamster  at  law,  was  a  candidate 
the  close  of  the  poll  (after  a  t 
conducted  before  the  board)  ll 
bers  were  :  Wells,  68  j  Jeoyns,  tii 
jority  for  Wells,  2. 


mention  any  such  ufGcer  in  terms;  anil  tfairty-seven 
were  Elated  of  eucb  annusl  electiotis  of  the  snme  q\ 
persons,  at  the  times  wh^n  the  annual  election  to  ot 
was  made.  In  1757,  Mr.  Cole  was  elected  regis 
tirsi  time,  and  was  annually  reelected  till  his  death,  ' 
ber,  1804,  A  few  years  before  Mr,  Cole's  death,  thi 
tion,  at  the  request  of  the  registrar  to  choose  a  deput 
elected  Mr.  Gotobeii  deputy  register,  wtthoat  a  salar 
also  had  been  annually  re-elected  since  that  time.  T 
of  his  election  stood  entered  in  the  books  ■■ — "  The  ci 
then  proceeded  to  Ihu  det'iinn  of  nHicers for  the  year 
and  then  followed  the  list  of  names  of  officers  elected 
which  is  that  of  "T.  Ciotobed,  deputy  regiater." 
Cole's  death,  in  December,  1804,  Mr.  Gotobed  cei 
facto  in  the  exercise  of  his  office,  in  registering  titlea  a 
place,  and  in  the  same  form  and  manner  as  he  had  fk 
Cole's  lifetime.  Of  130  titles  registered  hy' Mr. 
since  his  appointment  as  deputy,  of  which  the  re^ 
signed  in  his  own  nnme  as  deputy,  and  Dot  in  the  ni 
principal,  00  of  them  were  registered  after  the  death  ol 
The  election  of  a  new  register  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Cole, 
on  the  17th  of  April,  ISOfi,  when  Mr.  Christian  audi 
appeared  as  candidates  ;  and  the  former  haTingBl,  am 
83  votes,  Mr.  Saflery  was  declared  duly  elected,  an 
cordiogly  admitted  and  sworn  into  the  office  by  the  cc 
It  was,  however,  objected  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Chrii 
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The  Receiver  and  Expenditor  Chneral. 

This  officer  is  also  annually  elected  by  the  ThcRecei»er 
members  of  the  corporation,  possessing  not  less  S^e^r°*^' 
than  100  acres  of  adventurers*  land,  assembled  at 
the  Shire  Hall  at  Ely,  at  the  April  meeting. 

The  duties  of  this  officer  are  various  and  consi- 
derable.   He  receives  the  tax  laid  upon  the  whole 


df  Mr.  Saffery'a  voters  (aaid  to  be  13  to  namber)  had  their 
litlet  registered  by  the  deputy  register,  after  the  death  of  his 
principal,  four  of  whom  had  their  titles  so  registered  on  the  13th 
of  Aprils  only  four  days  before  the  election,  when  they  had  ceif« 
tafe  Knowledge  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Cole.  But  the  affidavits  on 
Ihie  other  hand  stated,  that  the  first  person  to  whom  the  objeo- 
-lioi,  if  any,  i^ifdiedi,  who  proffered  his  vote  at  the  electtoi, 
tMi4^red  it  for  Mr.  Christian,  and  was  accepted  by  the  corponi- 
Mma  as  a  good  vote,  with  full  knowledge  by  all  the  parties  pro- 
itftl  of  tke  circumstances  under  which  the  title  was  registered. 

The  <9e8e  was  argued  at  considerable  length,  and  the  court 
jdefefied  their  judgment,  which  Lord  Ellenborough,  C.  J.,  on  th^ 
;9eKft  day  delivered  as  follows : 

**  The  only  point  made  in  this  case  on  which  the  court  enter- 
.teioad  any  doubt,  was,  whether  Mr.  Gotobed,  in  acting  as  a 
Mgiiler  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Cole,  was  to  be  considered  as  an 
oBoer  d^faelOt  whose  acts  would  give  effect  to  the  conveyances 
Kgistered  by  him  during  that  period  ;  and  we  think  he  cannot 
.lie  ao  considered.  On  these  affidavits  he  must  be  taken  as  a 
deputy  and  assistant  to  Mr.  Cole  $  and  as  the  necessary  conse- 
qaenoe  of  the  death  of  the  principal  was  putting  an  end  to  hie 
Mitborky  as  deputy,  the  question  is,  whether,  according  to  the 
eases  respecting  the  stewards  of  manors,  he  bad  such  colorabk 
•Dlhority,  into  which  the  purchasers  of  lands  could  notexnmiae^ 
as  to  induce  them  to  register  their  deeds  with  him,  from  their 
Having  a  fair  ground  to  infer  Uiat  a  registration  by  him  would 
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of  the  adventurers'  lands  in  the  Level, 
times  of  payment  appointed  by  the  boarr 
April  meeting,  which  tax  is  invariably  ord 
the  months  of  June  and  November.  He 
ceives  all  the  rents  due  to  the  corporati< 
their  estates,  and  the  whole  of  their  revcn 
by  him  are  paid  the  salaries  of  the  offici 
the  interest  on  the  corporation  bonds, 
pays  the  snperintcndetits  of  the  works 
spectivc  allotments  for  carrying  on  th' 
aary  works  according'  to  the  orders  of  th 


be  gooil  anil  sufficient  to  cOcctunte  (heir  conreynnce 
fic^r  liefiicto  is  one  wlio  has  Ibe  reiiulnlion  of  being 
he  assumes  la  be,  nixl  yet  is  not  ti  gnoil  ofGcer  in  po 
1  lA.  Rayu).  UdO.  Iti  ihis  case,  Gutobed  was  never 
dejnity  i  Bill]  (herefore,  afier  the  death  of  his  (irincipa' 
cuuld  have  liwl  the  reputation  of  being  more  than  tie 
such  rc])Uliili(in  mu?il  ncccssarilv  hnve  reused  with 
ledge  of  the  death  of  his  principal.  When  that  fact 
rious  to  the  owners  of  land  in  Ihe  Level,  no  one  coul 
gistered  his  deeds  with  him  under  a  belief  that  he  wa 
the  assislant  of  one,  who,  by  the  course  of  nature,  1 
to  fill  the  oflice,  in  the  execution  of  which  be  was  to  I 
by  the  deputy.  In  this  case  Cole  died  in  Decembet 
greater  |iart  of  the  conveyances  objected  to  ven 
Boroe  months  after,  on  the  election.  The  caiM  pn 
us  from  Moore,  112,  on  being  considered,  b  not,  wc 
authority  against  this  opinion ;  where  Manwood,  C 
that '  There  is  a  diversity  between  copyhold  granta  by 
who  has  a  color,  and  no  right  to  hold  a  court,  and  on 
neither  color,  nor  right ;  for  if  one  who  has  color  as* 
tenants,  and  they  do  their  service,  the  acts  are  gooc' 
does  as  the  under-steward,  when  the  head  steward  is  i 
this  must  be  understood  of  acts  of  the  undcr-stewar 
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[n  short,  all  the  money  affairs  of  the  corpora- 
tion pass  through  bis  hands.  The  receiver  for- 
merly kept  a  }ot  book  of  the  whole  quantity  of 
the  95,000  acres  of  adventurers*  land,  according 
to  the  ancient  division  into  20  lots  or  shares  at 
the  time  of  the  first  undertaking  of  drainage,  by 
irbich  he  apportioned  the  tax  chargeable  on  each 
proprietor's  land,  according  to  the  several  degrees 
Dr  sorts;  for  which  purpose,  the  changes  of  pro-  Taxact,2ooir. 
petty  occasioned  by  deaths,  conveyances,  &c.,  were  '  ^^* '" 
firom  time  to  time  transmitted  to  him  by  the  re- 
gister. The  duty  of  keeping  the  lot  books  con- 
taining this  information,  is  now  transferred  to  the 
register,  who  prepares  an  annual  tax  roll,  compris- 
ing particulars  of  the  quantity  of  land^  and  the 

imlh  of  his  princfpal,  and  before  his  death  is  knowni  for  if  that 
irere  knoWn  to  the  tenants,  what  color  could  he  have  Co  act? 
H  is  sakl  in  that  book,  that  the  acts  of  such  steward  (i.  e,  a 
steward  de  facto)  are  good^  because  the  suitors  cannot  examine 
Ids  title }  but  when  his  authority  has  notoriously  ceased,  no 
such  reason  obtains.  This  doctrine  of  Mao  wood's  seems  no 
more  than  what  was  the  law  in  the  case  of  all  judicial  officers, 
wlien  the  interest  of  the  officers  determined  on  the  demise  of 
the  crown  ;  for  though  in  consideration  of  law  the  commis- 
of  the  judges,  &c.,  immediately  determined  on  snch  de« 


mis^  yst  their  intermediate  acts,  between  the  demise  of  the 
crown,  and  notice  of  it,  were  good.  2  Hale*s  P.  C.  24,  Cro. 


\  70,  Sir  Randolph  Crew*s  case.    We  wish  to  be  understood 

as  saying  nothing  as  to  the  registration  of  conveyances  by  Mr. 

Gotobed  in  Mr.  Cole*s  life ;  and  as  it  does  not  appear  that  any 

r^gistrationB  have  been  made  by  a  deputy  after  the  death  of  a 

principal  before  the  present  occasion,  we  do  not  apprehend  that 

any  ill  consequences  will  result  from  this  our  opinion,  which  ia 

confined  to  such  registration.'* 

Rule  absolute. 
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amount  of  tax  of  each  owner,  and  transr 

same  to  the  receiver. 

The  latter  officer  used  formerly  to  rec 
bulk  of  the  tax  at  Ely ;  but  for  the  ac 
dation  of  some  of  the  proprietors  of  advi 
land,  who  resitltd  in  London,  he  was  pern 
appoint  a  deputy,  who  kept  a  book  Cbere 
purpose;  and  after  having  received  the  tai 
proprietors,  transmitted  an  account  tbere 
principal,  before  the  time  of  bis  returt 
feitures.  This  plan  being  inconvenient,  ; 
was  made  by  the  board,  in  the  year  183i 
biting  the  receipt  of  any  part  of  the  taxes 
don.  It  should  be  stated,  that  at  the  f 
his  6r8t  election,  Mr.  Evans,  the  present 
attentive  receiver,  voluntarily  offered  to  e 
the  months  of  June  and  November,  at  tl 
of  Chatteris,  March,  Whittlesey,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  taxes  f 
proprietors  in  those  districts.  The  remi 
the  tax  is  paid  at  the  receiver's  office  at  El 
plan  is  still  adopted,  and  has  proved  of 
service  to  the  country. 

The  receiver  is  also  directed  to  forwai 
auditor,  in  the  first  weeks  of  July  and  D 
a  correct  list  of  all  pers*^  in  arrear^  in  o 
the  auditor  may  be  enabled  to  charge  tl 
the  penalties  upon  the  taxes  so  in  arrear. 
/knnually,  on  the  first  day  of  February 
ceiver  furnishes  the  register  with  a  fair  e 
roll  or  schedule  on  parchment,  containin 
count  of  all  the  arrears  of  taxes  and 
then  unpaid;  which,  after  being examint 
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latter^  is  certified  under  his  hand  and  the  teal  of 
the  corporation^  and  returned  by  him  to  the  re- 
eeiver,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  publicly 
affixed  to  the  door  of  the  Shire  Hall^  according  to, 
act  of  parliament.  The  receiver  places  the  said  App.  p.  396. 
Bchednle  (usually  denominated  the  arrear  roll)  on 
tlie  doors  of  the  Shire  Hall  at  Ely,  on  the  three, 
■ereral  market  days  (Thursdays)  immediately, 
preceding  the  public  meeting  in  Aprils  to  notify. 
to  the  deijGainlters  that  their  lands  will  be  forfeited 
and  sold  at  such  meeting,  unless  the  taxes  and 
peoalties  be  sooner  paid.  The  extreme^  though 
necessary  severity  of  the  law  in  this .  respect,  haq 
indaced  the  board  to  take  every  precaution,  con- 
ttfitent  with  the  due  discharge  of  their  important 
doties,  to  prevent  oppression,  not  only  by  direct* 
iBg  that  the  arrear  roll  shall  be  advertised  in  th^ 
provincial  papers  two  weeks  previous  to  the  April 
meeting,  and  that  letters  shall  be  written  by  the 
register  to  the  several  persons  in  arrear,  but  also 
by  framing  the  conditions  of  sale  so  as  to  enable 
the  board  to  intjerfere  in  cases  of  mere  accidenjt 
%    or  particular  hardship. 

The  ancient,  opulent,  and  most  respectable  firm 
4>f  Messrs.  Child  &  Co.  at  Temple  Bar,  have  been 
bankers  to  the  corporation  ever  since  the  first 
andertaking  of  the  drainage  of  the  fens,  and  the 
chief  cash  account  is  kept  ttiere ;  but  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  receiver^  cash  accounts  to  a  limit- 
ed extent  are  also  kept  at  the  banks  at  Wisbeeb 
and  Ely. 

The  receiver  annually  brings  the  whole  charge 
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and  discharge,  with  the  proper  vonchere,  t 
the  auditor;  and  the  receiver  and  auditor  a 
the  board  at  the  April  meeting',  when  the  • 
accoonts  are  ultimately  examined  and  i 
allowed ;  after  which,  a  full  abstract  ther 
immediately  printed  and  circulated  among 
owners  of  the  adventurers'  lands,  and  the 
containing  a  full  statement  of  the  various 
of  expenditure  for  the  year,  as  soon  as  com] 
is  sent  for  their  inspection  to  the  office 
receiver,  whei"e  it  remains  until  the  first 
February  yearly,  and  is  then  petomed  to  tl 
Office  to  be  deposited  with  the  records. 

The  payment  of  the  annual  interest  dm 
the  corporation  debt,  is  also  nnder  the  eor 
the  receiver  and  expcnditor  general,  who, 
ably,  before  the  fifth  days  of  January  ant 
transmits  to  the  Fen  Office  the  warrants 
half  year's  interest  due  on  the  corporation 
directed  to  Messrs.  Child  &  Co.,  signed  w 
own  hand;  and  with  such  warrants  he  sent 
list  of  the  creditors,  with  the  amount  of 
terest  due  to  them  respectively. 

The  mode  of  obtaining  payment  by  tlH 

tors  upon  these  warrants,  and  the   rrgi 

adopted  upon  their  receipt  by  the  regist 

'  be  found  more  fully  detailed  under  the  fa 

"  Corporation  Debt,"  and  "  Duties  of  Re^ 

The  receiver  and  expenditor  general,  at  t 
of  his  appointment,  enters  into  a  bond  w 
sureties  approved  by  the  board  for  the  d 
formance  of  his  office. 
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He  likewise  takes  an  oath,  immediately  after 
bis  election,  for  the  due  and  diligent  discharge  of 
his  duties ;  and  he  is  always  in  attendance  at  all 
public  meetings  of  the  board  or  the  corporation. 

He  has  a  salary  of  120/.  per  annum,  with  an  al- 
lowance for  stationery,  and  an  ancient  fee  of  six- 
pence, cidled  ^  an  acquittance^**  upon  every  re- 
ceipt exceeding  ten  shillings,  for  his  trouble  in 
making  out  the  same.  He  gives  security,  to  the 
corporation,  in  the  sum  of  10,000/.,  for  the  faith- 
lb]  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  several  persons 
who  have  filled  this  responsible  situation,  from  the 
passing  of  the  act^  15  Car.  II.,  to  the  present 
period: 

Bobert  Mingay,  Csq.,      -        -        -        -  1663    . 

Roger  Jenyns,  jun.,  Esq.,         ...  1689 

Sir  Roger  Jenyns,            ....  1699 

£dward  P^rtheriche,  Esq.,       -        -        -  1 725 

Robert  Light  foot,  Esq.,            -        -        -  1728 

Edward  Partheriche,jun.,  Esq.,       -        -  1728 

William  Cole,  Esq.,         ...        -  1730 

Francis  Pemberton,  Esq.,         ...  1731 

Humphrey  Smith,  Esq.,           ...  1738 

Gotobed  East,  Esq.,         -        -        -        -  1743 

Whetham  Robinson,  Esq.,       -        .        .  ]  750 

John  Drage,  Esq.,           «        -        -        -  1751 

John  Waddington,  Esq ,           ...  1760 

James  Golborne,  £lsq.,              ...  |790 

Hugh  Robert  Evans,  Esq.,       ...  1819 
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The  Jtuditor. 


The  auditor  is  annually  elected,  at  X 
meeting  at  Ely,  by  the  owners  of  not  lea 
100  acres  of  adventurers'  land.  It  is  his  d' 
examine  carefully  all  bills  and  accounts  s 
him  by  the  receiver  and  expenditor  geoera 
register,  or  the  superintendents,  and  to  c 
errors,  and  disallow  improper  charges  j  ai 
allowance,  testified  by  his  signature,  is  nee 
previously  to  payments  being  made,  unless  t 
for  sums  specifically  ordered  by  the  board. 
firet  week  to  the  months  of  July  and  Decemh 
receiver  and  expenditor  general  provides  a 
all  unpaid  arrears  of  taxes  for  the  auditoi 
thereupon  charges  the  receiver  and  expt 
general  with  ttic  gross  amount  of  the  ; 
penalties  incurred  by  the  non-payment 
taxes  in  the  preceding  months  of  June  ac 
vemher,  when  they  are  payable. 

The  receiver  and  expenditor  general  1 
previously  to  the  April  meeting,  transmi 
the  auditor  the  statement  of  all  the  accou 
the  year,  they  are  carefully  examined  an< 
pared  with  the  vouchers  by  the  auditor^  an 
tail  of  the  particulars  thereof  is  drawn 
him  and  entered  into  a  book,  and,  at  thi 
meeting,  submitted  to  the  board,  with  su 
serrations  thereon  as  he  may  think  necessa 

The  accounts  being  finally  examined  an 
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ed  by  the  board,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
auditor  to  enter  the  particulars  thereof  in  a 
parchment-covered  book,  which  book  is  produced 
to  the  board  at  their  Whitsun  meeting,  and  is 
then  left  (as  already  stated)  at  the  office  of  the 
reoeiver  and  expenditor  general  at  Ely,  for  the 
ififtpeetloii  of  the  owners  of  adventurers'  lands, 
ttntil  the  1st  day  of  February  following,  when  the 
SBne  is  to  be  removed  to  the  Fen  Office,  and  de- 
posited with  the  other  records  of  the  corporation. 
Oft  the  examination  of  the  accounts,  the  vouchers 
are  delivered  by  the  receiver  and  expenditor 
g^eml  to  the  auditor,  who,  after  the  Whitsun 
Meeting,  deposits  them  in  the  Fen  Office. 

It  is  also  the  duty  of  the  auditor  annually  to 
prepare  and  print  a  perfect  abstract  of  the  ac* 
dounts,  and  to  distribute  the  same  amongst  the 
several  owners  of  adventurers'  lands,  before  the 
Whitsun  meeting. 

With  regard  to  the  duties  of  the  auditor,  the 
following  orders  have,  at  different  times,  been 
made  by  the  board ;  and  it  is  his  province  to  see 
them  duly  performed  by  the  proper  parties. 

Eaieh  superintendent  is  yearly  to  make  out,  by 
llle  1st  of  March,  the  whole  account  of  his  receipt 
aod  expenditure  for  the  year  then  ending,  or  as 
near  thereto  as  can  be,  including"  the  balance  at 
the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year;  and  immedi* 
ately  after  that  day  to  send  the  same  to  the  aocU- 
tor,  with  all  the  bills  and  vouchers. 

Each  of  the  superintendents  is  to  keep  a  cash 
book,  and  eater  therein  every  receipt  and  pay- 
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ment  on  account  of  the  corporation,  day: 
OS  tliey  occor ;  and  the  same  is  to  be  pn 
whenever  it  ia  required ;  and  a  copy  of  the  a 
of  each  month  is  to  be  sent  to  the  auditor 
thu  first  week  of  the  month  following. 

No  part  of  the  allotments  for  the  bad 
any  money,  is  to  be  paid  by  the  receiver  a 
penditor  general  to  the  superintendent^  t 
the  direction  of  the  auditor,  except  mOt 
subsist  for  the  bankers  for  a  month  or  six 
and  for  days'  work  and  jobs,  and  for  bitls 
cceding  five  pounds. 

All  otlier  bills  are  to  be  sent  to  the  a«' 
be  audited  by  him  before  they  are  paid, 
not  to  be  paid  by  the  receiver  until  so  alio 
the  auditor. 

The  account  of  every  measuring  up  of  1 
work  of  every  description,  with  an  accoat 
subsist  paid  am!  the  balance  due  to  ea 
tractor  or  gangman  receiving  subsist,  isal 
sent  to  the  auditor,  befoi-e  the  balance  is  p 
such  balance  is  not  to  be  paid  by  the  rece 
til  the  account  be  allowed. 

The  auditor  is  not  to  receive  arty  moc 
count,  except  it  be  made  according  to  th< 
tioos,  and  contain  an  account  when  and 
every  payment  is  made,  together  with  the 
of  every  receipt  of  money,  and  the  time  ' 
ceived. 

The  auditor  takes  an  oath  immediately 
election,  for  the  due  and  diligent  perfori 
bis  office,  and  attends  at  the  general  A 
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WhitsuQ  meetings,  and  at  any  other  of  the  publie 
meetings,  either  of  the  board  or  of  the  corporation, 
at  which  his  presence  may  be  required.  He  has  a 
sakuy  of  100/.  per  annum,  with  an  allowance  for 
stationery,  travelling  charges,  and  other  disburse- 
ments. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  several  persons 
who  have  held  the  situation  since  the  passing  of 
the  General  Drainage  Act,  15  Car.  II.,  to  the  pre- 
sent period : 
1663.    Richard  Marryott. 

1 703.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Marryott,  it  was 

ordered,  that  the  auditor  should  not 
be  in  one  person,  and  two  conservators 
were  appointed  for  this  year  only. 

1704.  Ralph  Pierson,  Esq. 
1711.    John  Chicheley,  Esq. 
1717.    William  Fortrey,  Esq. 

1 723.    Francis  Pemberton,  Esq. 

1 726.    Nathaniel  Green,  Esq. 

]  7*29.    Thomas  Dixon,  Esq. 

1750.    Francis  Pemberton,  Esq. 

1731.    John  Brownell,  Esq. 

1736.    It  was  ordered,  that  the  office  of  auditor 

should  be  extinguished,  and  the  duties 
annexed  to  those  of  the  register,  then 
held  by  Mr.  Plaxton. 

1745.    Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Plaxton,  the  re« 

gister,  the  offices  were  again  divideci, 
and  Mr.  Owen  Fann  elected. 

1749.  Mr.  Fann  declined  the  office,  but  no  audi- 
tor was  appointed. 
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No  auditor  was  appointed  till  this 
when  Mr.  Woodward  the  regislf 
appoiDted. 

Charles  Nalson  Cole,  Esq.,  audito 
register. 

William  Saffery,  Esq.,  ditto. 

Rohert  Bevill,  Esq.,  ditto. 

Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  BevUl,  the 
were  again  divided,  and  Fraiu^ 
Eagle,  Esq.,  was  appointed. 

Steed  Girdlestone,  Esq. 


The  Serjeant  at  Mate. 


Tin  KrjcuDt  ni  Tbis  officei'  is  elected  annually  at  the  April 
ing,  by  the  majority  of  owners  of  not  tes 
100  acres  of  adventurers'  lands,  at  an  i 
salary  of  10/.  10.f.  Immediately  after  his  e 
he  takes  an  oath  for  the  due  and  faithful  dis 
of  his  office.  The  act  of  the  15th  of  Ci 
sect.  10,  makes  the  persons  to  whom  sale 
been  tnade  of  lands  forfeited  for  taxes  in 
ttnd  penalties,  lawfal  purchasers.  And  the 
90  Car.  II.  directs  the  Serjeant  at  mace  to  ] 
land  into  their  possession  by  precept;  uni 
seal  of  the  coi-poration,  in  the  nature  of  a 
habere  facias  possessionem  at  common  law. 
No  directions  appear  upon  the  proceed 
-the  corporation  relating  to  the  manner  in 
this  duty  (doubtless  the  most  important  of 
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flee)ista  be  executed;  but  for  fQch  reg^alations  as 
tete  ftom  tiine  to  time  been  made;  the  reader 
to  rtferred  to  the  chapter  which  treats  of  the 
node  of  selling  lands  forfeited  for  nonpayment 

Besides  the  duties  vested  in  him  by  the  act  of 
SO  Car.  IL,  as  to  setting  out  and  delivering  pos- 
session of  lands  sold  for  arrears  of  taxies,  the  ser* 
jeaat  at  mace  is  often  called  upon  to  set  out  boun^ 
dories  between  contending  parties^  and  between 
the  corporation  and  different  owners^  both  of  free 
and  adventurers'  lands. 

Tbto  cAce^to  be  executed  with  fidelity  and  im* 
partiality,  requires  considerable  local  knowledge 
of  the  situation  and  value  of  all  the  different  lots 
cf  Hie  adventurers'  lands :  and  it  to  but  justice  to 
Mjy  diat  the  regtoter  has  witnessed  instances  in 
'wliioh  the  present  Serjeant  at  mace  has  displayed 
conriderable  skill  both  in  setting  out  lands  sold 
for  nonpayment  of  taxes,  and  in  ascertaining  boun- 
daries in  dispute.  Indeed,  few  persons  in  the  fens 
possess  more  extensive  local  information  than  the 
present  Serjeant  at  mace. 

When  the  board  act  as  commissioners  of  sewers, 
Co  this  officer  belongs  the  duty  of  summoning  the 
jory, under  precept  from  the  commissioners,  and  of 
levying  amerciaments  and  fines  directed  by  the 
court  of  sewers. 

The  mace,  which  was  presented  to  the  corpora^ 
tion  by  William  Duke  of  Bedford  soon  after  the 
enactment  of  the  15  Car.  II.,  always  continues  in 
the  custody  of  the  seijeant,  who  places  the  same 


*fffO  STATB  OPTHB  BEDFORD  LBVl 

upon  the  table  immediately  before  the  conm 
ment  of  business  by  tbe  board.  He  also  pn 
the  board  and  corporation,  when  they  attend 
April  and  Whitsun  meetings,  to  hold  public 
of  the  corporation  at  tbe  Shire  Hall  at  E 
elections,  sales  of  lauds,  and  other  purpoeef 

The  fees  payable  to  this  officer  for  i 
out  and  delivering  possession  of  land  so 
nonpayment  of  taxes,  have  been  regulated 
order  of  the  board,  made  at  the  Whitsun  m< 
1822,  which  allows  him  one  guinea  a  day 
time,  together  with  the  charge  for  horse-hi 
expenses,  and  all  reasonable  sums  paid  to  tl 
veyors,  when  (as  raust  generally  happen)  fa 
it  necessary  to  call  in  their  assistance. 

He  is  also  entitled  to  certain  fees  for  tbe 
discharged  by  him,  when  acting  under  the 
rity  of  the  commissioners  of  sewers;  but  tb' 
are  adjusted  by  tlie  board  as  occasion  requ 

The  following  is  a  list  of  persons  who  ha 
the  situation  from  the  passing  of  tbe  acl 
Car.  II.  to  the  present  period : 
Mr.  George  Barnes,  .  -  -  _ 
Mr.  William  Browne,  -  -  _  _ 
Mr.  William  Turkington,  -  _  _ 
Mr.  Sheffield  Stubbs,  -  -  -  . 
Mr.  Gotobed  East,*         _        .        -        _ 

*  Mr.  Gotobed  Bast  having  purchased  some  adventu: 
sold  liy  the  corporation  for  arrears  of  taxes,  Mr.  Jame 
Eon  was  appointed  serjeoat  at  mace,  specially  for  thi 
uf  delivering  possession  to  Mr.  G.  East, 
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Mr.  James  Ralph,  -        ...  1726 

Mr.  Miles  Rook, 1730 

Mr.  Gotobed  East,  -        -        -        -  1736 

Mr.  John  Bailey,    -        .        .        .^      .  1744 

Mr.  Thomas  Gotobed,     -        -        -        -  1751 

Mr.  William  Marshall,    -        -        -        -  1781 

Mr.  James  Golborne,      ....  1 797 

Mr.  James  Golborne,  juQ.,       ...  1801 

Mn  William  Marshall,    ....  1812 


^  *^  The  Engineer. 

Upon  the  resignation  of  the  late  Mr.  Golborne,  Tbe  eBgiiieer. 
who  held  the  office  of  snperintendent-general  of 
the  works  of  tbe  corporation  for  a  great  ntimber 
of  3rears,  the  Middle  and  South  Levels  were  sub- 
divided into  several  portions,  and  the  workis  were 
placed  under  the  charge  of  a  certain  number  of  su- 
perintendents.   But  owing  to  the  effect  produced 
by  the  Ekiu  Brink  Cut,  which  had  been  made  near 
the  harbour  of  Lynn,  for  the  improvement  of  the 
outfall,  it  became  apparent  that  a  very  heavy  ex- 
penditure would  sooner  or  later  be  required  from 
the  corporation.    The  Hundred  Feet  River  was 
directed  by  the  original  Elau  Brink  Act  (35  Geo. 
III.  c.  77.)  to  be  scoured  out  by  the  corporation; 
and,  indeed,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  stating,  that 
although  tbe  /unds  of  the  corporation,  by  the 
liquidation  of  their  debt,  became  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  yet  the  state  of  the  great  works  of  the  j 


Level  by  no  means  kept  pace  in  repair  and  i 
rity  with  the  improvement  in  tlieir  financial  < 
cumstaDces.  It  was  clearly  ttie  policy  of  the  then 
members  of  the  board  to  place  themselves  in  a 
position  to  meet  these  claims,  which  they  foresaw 
must  inevitably  come  upon  them,  as  soon  as  the 
effect  of  the  proposed  new  cut  should  be  fully  — 
ascertained.  "^fl 

The  board  have  always  evinced  much  anxie^B 
that  their  outlay  should   be   managed   with  IflB 
berality  ami  judgment,   but,   at  the   same  tima« 
should  be  confiued  withiu  its  proper  limits.  TbejT' 
can  have  but  one  object  in  the  discbarge  of  the 
weighty  duty  confided  in  them,  namely,  to  pro- 
Tide  as  economically  as  possible  for  the  security 
of  the  country,  and  to  give  satisfaction  to  thd 
constituents;  it  not  being  forgotten,  that  the  mei 
bers  of  the  board,  from  their  extensive  property,' 
are  also  greatly  interested  in  the  result  of  their 
own  proceedings. 

In  order,  therefore,  that  they  mig^it  have,  whm 
the  time  should  arrive  (and  soon  it  did  arriTe)  for 
this  heavy  expenditure,  a  person  on  whose  skill 
«nd  ability  they  conld  rely,  the  board  took  steps 
to  obtain  the  assistance  of  a  resident  engineer 
Tho  could  devote  his  time  and  talents  exclusively 
Co  their  service.  Upon  tbe  special  recommenda- 
tion of  the  late  John  Rennie,  Esq.,  Mr.  John  D;^ 
•on,  tbe  present  able,  intelli^nt,  aod  assidaoBS 
engineer,  was,  in  tbe  year  1824,  appmnted  engi- 
neer to  the  corporation  during  tbe  pleasnre  of  tbe 
board.    Mr.  Dyson's  oondnct  has  hitherto  josti- 
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fied  the  good  opioion  entertained  of  him  by  his 
patron  and  the  corporation ;  and  the  worka  erecti^ 
ed  and  executed  during  the  period  he  has  held  his 
sitnation^  will  hand  down  his  name  and  skill  with 
credit  to  after  ages. 

The  duties  of  the  engineer  are  to  report  from 
time  to  time  the  state  of  the  several  works  of  the 
corporation ;  to  advise  as  to  their  repairs,  renewal^ 
situation^  and  effect;  and  finally  to  carry  into 
^lecation  such  orders  as  may  be  given  by  the 
board.  He  has  an  annual  salary  of  250/.^  include 
iDg  all  charges  whatever  connected  with  the 
works  of  the  corporation.  He  has  lately  been 
allowed  one^  and  sometimes  two  assistants^  in 
consequence  of  the  heavy  works  cai'ried  on  under 
the  sanction  of  the  corporation.  He  is  to  reside 
at  Downham^  or'  where  the  board  may  from  time 
to  time  direct.  At  the  period  of  Mr.  Dyson's  ap* 
pointment^  the  board  ordered^  that  the  whole  of 
the  works  and  duties  of  the  superintendents  and 
officers  should  be  executed  by  them  with  his  con* 
eurrence ;  and^  ultimately^  the  whole  of  the  works 
of  the  corporation  wei^  placed  under  his  general 
control^  although  under  the  immediate  charge  of 
the  several  oflicers  of  the  corporation. 


The  Superintendents. 

Pour  superintendents  are  elected  annually,  at  The  ti^erfai. 
the  April  meetings  by  the  majority  of  owners  ot 
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not  less  than  100  acres  of  adventorers'  land,  for 
the  care  and  protection  of  the  several  divisions  of 
the  Middle  and  South  Levels,  namely, 

1st.  Superintendent  of  the  north  division  of  the 
MiddleLevel,andoftlie  works  and  purposes  with- 
in and  attached  thereto;  of  which  division  Mr.  John 
Little,  of  Eldernell,  near  Whittlesey,  is  the  pre- 
sent superintendent,  with  an  annual  salary  of 
65/. 

2nd.  Superintendent  of  the  south  division  of 
the  Middle  Level,  and  of  the  works  and  purposes 
within  and  attached  thereto  ;  of  which  Mr.  Jdin 
Owen,  of  Mepal,  near  Chatteris,  is  the  present 
superintendent,  with  an  annual  salary  of  40/. 

drd.  Superintendent  of  the  east  division  of  the 
Middle  Level,  and  of  the  works  and  purposes  with- 
in  and  attached  thereto;  of  which  division  Mr.  Jo- 
seph Sedgley,  of  Welney,  near  Wisbech,  is  the  pre- 
sent superintendent,  with  an  annual  salary  of  SO/. 
4th.  Superintendent  of  the  South  X>evel,  and 
of  the  works  and  purposes  within  and  attached 
thereto;  of  which  division  Mr.  Joseph  Little, of 
Eldernell,  is  the  present  superintendent,  with  an 
annual  salary  of  100/. 

Each  superintendent  has  the  care  of  all  the  pro- 
perty and  works  of  the  corporation,  withiD  or  at- 
tached to  his  division.  To  him  belongs  (subject 
to  the  directions  and  concurrence  of  the  engineer) 
the  general  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  board 
relating  to  such  works  or  property.  He  ought 
once,  at  least,  during  each  year,  to  view  all  the 
public  rivers,  drains,  banks,  bridges,  sluices,  tun- 
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nelSy  and  other  works  within  or  attaobed  to  bis 
division^  whether  the  same  be  or  be  not  made  or 
maintained  by  the  corporation. 

He  is  to  report  to  the  register  from  time  to 
time  all  encroachments  on  the  banks,  and  impe- 
diments to  the  passage  of  the  waters  to  their  out- 
fally  within  or  without  the  Level,  and  whatever  ap- 
pears likely  to  affect  the  drainage,  or  the  security 
of  the  country,  or  the  interests  of  the  corporation. 

Whatever  work  is  to  be  executed  under  his  con- 
trol, and  whenever  money  is  to  be  expended,  the 
soperintendent  has  to  see  to  the  completion  of 
that  work,  and  the  moderation  of  the  charges,  the 
.amount  of  which  he  is  specially  ordered  to  trans- 
mit monthly  to  the  auditor.  The  engineer  or 
superintendent  alone  has  authority  to  set  men  to 
work,  to  order  work  to  be  done,  to  enter  into  con- 
tracts, and  to  incur  or  subject  tlie  corporation  to 
any  charge  or  debt.  The  superintendent  is  to  be 
watchful,  that  there  be  no  waste  of  materials,  loss 
of  time,  or  charge  for  what  is  not  performed.  It 
ia  his  duty  personally  to  view,  examine,  and  mea- 
sure up  the  banking  work,  which  the  board  have 
specially  ordered  to  be  done,  every  fortnight.  He 
is  responsible  that  there  be  no  imposition  upon  the 
d^poration,  as  fiEir  as  can  be  within  the  reach  of 
his  utmost  activity  and  vigilance. 

As  to  all  occurrences  arising  in  the  execution  of 
works,  for  which  the  orders  of  the  board  have  not 
-provided,  and  for  which  a  committee  shall  not  be 
appointed,  the  superintendent  is  required  to  ap- 
ply to  any  three  or  more  members  of  the  boards 
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resident  in  hia  vicinity,  and  to  foUoir  the  dl 
Cions  of  sucb  three  members  acting  as  a  c 
mittee,  the  same  beings  reduced  into  writ 
When  the  expense  is  likely  to  exceed  the 
tbority  given  to  three  or  more  members  of 
board,  and  in  all  cases  of  doubt  or  importaoo 
which  no  order  is  made  or  direction  given 
superintendent  is  to  apply  to  the  register, 
should  he  think  it  necessary,  is  to  call  a  me 
of  the  board;  or,  should  that  be  inconvenie 
impracticable,  such  of  the  members  of  the  I 
as  can  be  convened  by  summonses,  shall  be  a 
mittee ;  and  the  directions  which  (for  waaC 
board)  such  committee,  attended  by  the  reg 
shall  give,  shall  be  followed  by  the  superic 
ent.  But  when  the  case  is  so  urgent  that 
is  not  time  to  apply  to  the  register,  nor  Co 
mon  a  board  or  committee,  the  responsi 
must  rest  upon  the  superintendent,  and  he 
decide  whether  it  is  not  an  expenditure  whi 
board  will  sanction. 

Each  superintendent  has  also  to  serve  t 
tices,  and  to  do  whatever  may  be  necessary- 
business  of  the  corporation  arising  withta  hi 
sion,  or  relating  to  the  works  attached  to  it 
tber  he  may  have  to  go  out  of  his  division  < 
The  superintendents  are  also  to  attend  at  thi 
and  Whitsun  meetings  of  the  corporaUot 
sucb  other  meetings  of  the  board,  or  of  uij 
mittee  of  the  board,  as  may  be  required, 
are  allowed  fifteen  shillings  a  day  for  their  c 
while  attending  the  board ;  which  sum  k 
the  expenses  of  their  horses,  &c. 


-) 
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'  firery  slaice-keeper  and  reeident  labourer  Is 
wholly  subject  to  the  directions  and  control  of  the 
rarident  engineer^  and  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  dmsion  to  which  he  is  attached.  He  has  no 
'Attlihority  beyond  that  of  obeying  and  carrying 
into  execution  their  directions;  but  it  is  the  duty 
'Of  tUp  superintendents  to  see  to  the  execution  of 
whatever  is  dirdeted  to  be  done  by  the  persons 
zander  thenu 

▲  list  of  questions,  relative  to  the  state  of  the 
coqiOTRtion  works  and  property,  and  on  other 
Wbjects  immediately  connected  with  the  duties 
tif  tte  seTcral  superintendents,  is  annually  sent  by 
thk^  riggister  to  eaeh  superintendent^  who  is  re- 
'l|«l9ed  to  aifswer  and  return  the  same  before  the 
Itl  day  of  April  in  each  year;  which  list  isexa- 
ttiliUid  by  the  register,  ahd,  if  necessary,  the  whole, 
tNT  particular  parts  thereof  are  submitted  to  the 
^mislderatioii  of  the  board. 

'  It  is  also  part  of  the  duty  of  the  superintendents 
to  tee  that  all  the  houses,  cottages,  buildings, 
and  ftihces  belonging  to  the  corporation  are  kept 
ill  proper  repmr ;  and  when  the  repairs  which 
ought  to  be  made  by  the  tenants  to  the  corpora- 
ticm  are  neglected,  the  superintendents  should 
^ve  the  parties  notice,  and  should  they  still  fail, 
re}>ort  tlieir  neglect  to  the  register.  The  fences 
abd  mile-stones  on  or  across  the  banks  are  also 
under  the  care  of  the  superintendents. 

It  is  a  Very  Important  part  of  the  office  of  the  su- 
perittteftdents  to  observe  that  the  watel*s  have  a  free 
<pasMge  to  their  outfalls  at  sea;  and  that  lighters 

VOL.  I.  2  P 
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and  boats  be  not  allowed  to  remain  in  such  pla 
as  may  occasion  any  obstruction  to  the  draina 
in  particular  at  or  near  the  sluices  and  brid| 
Whenever  any  wears  or  fishing  places  are  made 
continued,  by  raising  earth  or  placing  fagg 
between  the  river  and  the  banks,  so  as  to  nan 
the  passage  of  the  waters,  and  thereby  prqnc 
the  drainage  by  holding  back  the  water,  U  is 
superintendent's  business  immediately  to  rem 
such  obstructions,  and  to  report  the  same 
the  register;  and  this  he  should  do,  whet 
it  be  in  an  ancient  river,  or  in  any  of  the  rii 
or  drains  made  by  the  corporation.  Whenc 
any  nets  or  eel-grigs,  or  other  devices  for  catcb 
fish,  arc  Bo  used  and  placed  in  any  ancient  r 
as  to  obstruct  the  waters  and  injure  the  drain! 
the  superintendents  should  report  tlie  same  to 
register;  and  in  the  rivers  or  drains  made  by 
belonging  to  the  corporation,  the  superintend 
should  take  up  such  nets,  eel-grigs,  and  other 
vices  for  catching  fish,  whenever  they  obstruct 
drainage;  and  if  the  offence  be  repeated,  he  i 
destroy  the  same,  and  report  his  proceeding  to 
register. 

The  weeding  of  the  rivers  and  drains  reqn 
the  frequent  attention  of  the  superintendenti 
order  that  the  weeds  may  be  so  cut,  that,  at 
seasons  when  a  clear  passage  for  the  waters  if 
quired,  the  weeds  may  be  no  impediment. 

Each  superintendent  is  to  provide  and  kee] 
the  corporation  store-houses,or  in  such  other  pi 
as  may  be  most  convenient,  a  sufficient  stoc 
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weather-Stakes,  trays,  hurdles,  poles,  and  of  all  ma^ 
terials  f  which  can  be  kept  without  loss,  and  can- 
not  when  wanted  be  immediately  obtained,  to  de->' 
fend  the  banks  in  times  of  flood;  but  he  is  not 
allowed  to  incur  any  expense  in  using  the  same, 
unless  the  commissioners,  or  other  persons  inter* 
ested  in  the  security  of  the  bank,  shall  advance,  or 
sign  an  agreement  to  repay  to  the  corporation,'  a 
moiety  of  the  whole  cost  of  the  materials  in  hand 
that  may  be  used,  and  a  moiety  of  the  expense 
which  the  corporation  shall  incur  in  providing  such 
materials  as  may  be  wanted,  and  in  paying  the 
bankers  and  labourers,  and  all  other  expenses  of 
watching  or  defending  the  banks. 

All  the  money  required  for  the  works  and  pur- 
poses of  the  corporation,  within  the  duties  of  the 
superintendent,  is  received  and  paid  by  him. 
He  should  always  be  present  when  the  reach  mo« 
ney  is  adjusted,  and  the  workmen  settled  with: 

Each  superintendent  should  keep  a  book,  and 
enter  day  by  day  every  receipt  and  payment  on 
account  of  the  corporation;  and  send  a  copy  of  the 
same  monthly  to  the  auditor;  and  should  also 
yearly  make  a  general  account  of  his  whole  re- 
ceipt and  expenditure,  and  send  the  same  to  the 
auditor  by  the  first  day  of  March,  The  superin- 
tendent must  likewise,  when  required,  endorse  on 

♦  The  corporation  have  erected  four  warehouses  for  pre- 
serving these  materials.  One  on  the  south  bank  of  Moreton's 
Learn ;  one  on  the  old  bank,  between  We1che*s  Dam  and  Wei* 
ney;  one  at  Denver  Sluice,  and  another  at  Oilode. 

2p2 
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every  bill  a  certificate  that  the  work  was  m 
executed  at  the  times  mentiuiied,  and  acco 
ing  to  the  charges,  and  that  tliey  arc  fair  e 
reasonable. 

Each  superintendent,  immediately  after  his  el 
tioQ,  is  sworn  to  the  diligent  and  faithful  perfot 
ance  of  the  duties  of  his  oRice.  The  oath  isalw\ 
administered  by  the  register  in  the  presence  of 
board. 


Stitice-keepcrs. 


le^TOT 


Sluice-keepers  are  also  annually  clecteo 
principal  shiices,  by  the  members  of  the  corp 
tion  poBses-sing  not  less  than  100  acres  of  ad 
turers'  land,  assembled  at  the  Sbire  Hall  at 
at  the  April  meeting. 

Each  sluice-keeper  acta  under  the  directlc 
the  register,  the  resident  engineer,  or  of  the  sr 
iotendentto  whose  division  the  sluice  Is  attac 
and  when  any  thing  of  importance  occurs, 
his  daty  to  report  it  immediately  to  the  st 
intendent. 

The  sluice-keepers,  when  the  passage  ol 
waters  is  required  for  the  purposes  of  draii 
should  use  their  utmost  diligence  both  by 
and  night,  that  the  doors  be  opened  as  soo 
and  as  long  as,  a  run  can  be  obtained ;  and 
the  ebb  doors  are  required  to  be  closed  for  1 
ing  up  the  navigation,  it  is  their  duty  to  take 
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that  they  arekept  shut.    The  sluice-keepers^  lMpr»<^ 
ever,  are  not  allowed,  ou  any  occasion,  to  admit 
iraters  into  the  rivers  without  a  written  "wder 
from  the  engineer  or  superintendent. 

It  is  also  the  business  of  the  sluice-keeper  to 
do  all  in  his  power,  without  committing  a  breach 
of  the  peace,  to  oppose  any  person  who  shall  at- 
tempt to  pass  through  any  of  the  sluices  at  a  time 
or  in  a  manner  which  may  occasion  any  injury 
thereto,  or  who  shall  force-  open  the  doors,  or 
draw  the  lighters  in  by  horses,  or  force  the  lighters 
in  before  the  doors  are  properly  open,  or  leave 
Qoy  barge,  &e.,  either  in  the  sluice,  or  so  near 
thereto  as  to  prevent  the  opening,  shutting,  or 
imQg  thereof;  or,  when  the  same  is  open  for  the 
drainage  of  the  fens,  who  shall  place,  or  continue^ 
a  barge,  lighter,  &c.,  so  as  to  obstruct  the  passage 
of  the  waters  draining  through  the  same,  or  who 
shall  attempt  to  do  any  other  injury ;  and  he  is 
to  communicate  all  that  happens  to  the  superin^ 
tendent,  that  the  offenders  may  be  immediately 
prosecuted  by  the  corporation. 

These  officers,  at  Denver  Sluice  and  Salter's 
Lode,  are  required  to  keep  a  daily  account,  from 
the  1st  day  of  November  to  the  1st  day  of  June 
in  every  year,  of  the  greatest  and  lowest  height  of 
the  waters  above  the  cill  of  their  own  sluice  on 
both  sides,  distinguishing  when  the  height  is  oc- 
casioned by  a  flood,  and  shewing  how  many  hours 
the  water  ran  through ;  and  if  any  particular  flood 
or  tide  should  happen  during  any  other  part  of 
the  year,  a  similar  account  is  to  be  kept. 
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Denver  Sluice,  Salter's  Lode  Sluice,  aod 
Old  Bedford  Sluice,  ijeing  contiguous  to  the  ti 
river,  require  the  constant  care  and  presehtM 
the  sluice-keepers:  it  is  consequently  their  d 
not  to  be  absent  therefrom,  for  any  purpose  w! 
ever,  without  the  consent  of  the  engineer  or  su) 
inteiident;  and  when  that  consent  is  given, 
absence  is  to  be  as  short  as  possible. 

It  is  also  a  part  of  the  sluice-keepers'  basil 
to  keep  their  respective  sUiicea  in  good  order,  r 
particularly  when  necessary,  to  croome,  dydl* 
remove  the  sands  in  the'  sluice,  or  at  the  bi 
or  fronts  thereof;  and  when  there  is  ice,  to  bi 
it,  and  to  do  any  thing  consistent  with  their  < 
as  sluice- keepers,  as  the  engineer  or  snperin 
dent  may  think  requisite  on  the  part  of  the 
poration. 

Each  sluice-keeper  is  swoiu,  immediately  i 
his  election,  to  ttie  diligent  discharge  of  the  di 
of  his  office.  The  oath  is  always  administere 
the  register,  in  the  presence  of  the  board. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  present  sli 
keepei-s,  with  their  respective  annual  salaries 


George  Stevens,  Denver  Sluice,  -  -  45 
John  Pinnock,  Salter's  Lode  Sluice,  -  40 
David  Bowker,  Standground  Sluice,  -  20 
John  Ayres,  Hermitage  Sluice,  -  -  4 
Abraham  Lc  Pla,  Welche's  Dam  Sluice,  2 
Thomas  Baker,  Sixteen  Feet  Sluice,  -      5 


^^ 
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John  Owen,  Sutton  Wash  Sluice,      -      5     0    0 
William  Winters,  Welmore  Lake  Sluice,) 
James  Custance,  Seven  Holes  at  Earith,) 


*  By  the  provisions  of  the  Wash  Act  (52  Geo.  III.  c.  145.)^ 
the  Wash  commissioners  are  bound  to  contribute  a  moiety 
towards  the  repair  of  these  sluices,  and  pay  forty  shillings  per 
annum  for  the  salary  of  the  sluice-keepers. 


commissions  of  sewers. — Provmotn 
to  sewers  works  in  the  Bedford  Level. — J 
Law. — Charier. —  Saiui  Ives  Law. — Prete 
act. —  General  drainage  act. — The  select  ba 
the  corporation  apjioinied  commissioners  of 
ers. —  System  of  puddling. — Advice  of  Lord 
terden. 

GentnicoD-        Coiniuissions  of  sewcrs  have  existed  from 

moMoao  Kw  j^nieinorial ;  they  are  coeval  with  the  commoi 

from  which  they  emanate,  although  aided  b; 

A^.  p.  18.       provisions  of  the  general  sewers  act,  23  Henry 

c.  5,  as  well  as  by  other  statutes,  passed  bot 

fore  and  after  that  enactment,  which  is  consi 

at  the  present  time  as  the  regulation  and  gu 

the  laws  and  practices  of  commissioners  of  a 

throughout  the  realm. 

ProTiiioouto       But  before  we  notice  the  law  of  sewers  id 

^"i^^  Bedford   ral,  let  us  consider  the  same  in  relatioo  t 

LynnUir.        Bedford  Level.     By  the  Lynn  law,  (ao  act 

then  commissioners  of  sewers,)  the  old  rivei 

cuts  continued  in  the  proprietors;  but  the  n 

vers,  cuts,  and  drains,  to  be  made  by  the  £ 


-^ 
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Bedford,  amd  his  asdigns,  and  the  banks  thereof,  App.  p.  io6. 
and  the  foreland  on  the  inside  of  the  banks,  not  ex- 
ceeding 50  or  three-score  feet  at  the  most  in  breadth, 
were  fijgreed  to  bek>ng  to  the  Earl  and  his  assigns, 
in  reapect  lie  or  they  irere  to  mainfain  the  same  ; 
be  and  tbey  also  paying  for  the  several  *  lands  of 
aay  rplMioular  owiler  :tket*eof,  such  recompense  as 
tli«  oooimisstoners  of  sewers  then  contracting  with  App.^l30.  . 
the  Earl  should  think  fit. 

3rbe  charter  ogives  to  the  corporation  then  con-  Theduner. 
aliletad^  power  to  make  laws  and  ordinances  for 
t^9«ippQrt  4f  the  works  of  drainage;  and  also  the 
C0WewrliHey  of  all  watei^s  and  .  banks,  within  the  App.  p.  133. 
feM'aiid  marah  grounds  of  the  Level,  as  well  those 
tlvit  than  wene,  as  thdae  that  should  thereafter  be 
madby  and  with  power  to  inquire  by  jnry,  andto 
fine  aad  imprison. 

By  the  St.  Ivea  law,  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford  was  Mai  iv«  kv. 
dtabrA  to  have  drained  the  Fens  aocording  to  App.  ^  244- 
tbe  intent  of  the  Lynn  law ;  and  the  95,000  acres 
Wiftoe  thereby  decreed  and  set  out  to  him,  with  all 
wid^enty  the  water-courses,  rivers,  drains,  wear- 
dikee^  forelands,  not  exceeding  00  feet  in  breadth, 
bahric0»  sluices,  and  works  of  draining  within  or 
uplm  the  said  Great  Level,  or  any  parts  thereof,  by 
the  said  Earl  or  his  assigns  ma<le  or  erected.    The 
Eurl  bad  also  the  power  to  make  new  works  &c.,  App.p.8&u 
iM)oordidg  to  the  Lynn  law,  but  under  the  control 

•  At*  the  period  of  the  undertaking  by  Francis  Earl  of  Bed- 
ford, by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  Level  consisted  of  open  undU 
▼ided  commons.     See  Hay  ward's  Survey^  App.  p.  HI. 
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of  six  or  more  of  the  commissiooers  of  sewers  : 
ancient  rivers  aod  drains  were  to  remain  to 
right  owners. 

The  pretended  act  went  yet  farther  tn  this 
pect,  for  it  enacted  and  ordained,  that  no  com 
sioner  or  conimissioners,  by  virtue  or  colour  of 
comraission  in  thatbclialf,  should  at  all  interfe 
the  Level,  to  iulerrtipt,  disturb,  or  molest  Wil 
Earl  of  Bedford,  his  participants,  or  adveata 
The  Earl  was  also  empowered  by  that  act,  to  n 
any  new,  or  enlarge  any  old  cuts,  sasses,  sla 
drains, banks,  receptacles,  or  other  works  neces 
or  conducive  to  and  for  the  said  draining,  Uin 
or  upon  the  grounds  of  any  person  or  persoos  i 
in  or  without  the  Level;  and  for  that  purpos 
was  to  have  free  passage,  ingress,  egress,  anf 
gress,  by  and  through  such  grounds,  or  aoy 
thereof,  paying  or  tendering  to  the  owners  of, 
parties  interested  in  the  said  grounds,  for  all : 
cuts,  sasses,  sluices,  drains,  banks,  receptacle 
other  works  made  or  to  be  made  ia  and  apoc 
groundswithoui or  within  theLevel,such  reason 
recompense  as  by  the  owners  and  parties  interc 
should  be  agreed  upon ;  or  if  any  difference  sb 
happen,  the  same  was  to  be  settled  by  tbe  cota 
sioners  of  appeal  and  judicature  named  in  that 

Thus  we  find  the  whole  of  the  new  rivers,  ba 
and  sluices  themselves,  actually  vested  in  tbe  ] 
but  he  had  only  the  conservancy  of  all  the  ol 
vers;  the  right  of  soil  and  fishing  contiouinj 
property  of  the  former  owner.  By  the  Lynn 
if  the  Earl  took  several  lands,  he  was  to  makt 
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tis&ctioD  according  to  the  commissioners  ojf  sew^ 
en ;  but  by  the  pretended  act,  this  compensation 
was  to  be«for  all  lands  cut  and  used  for  the  works^ 
and  was  to  be  settled  by  the  commissioners  named 
in  that  act.  Now,  as  both  the  commissioners  of 
sewers,  and  the  commissioners  of  appeal  and  ad- 
jadication,  have  become  legally  defunct,  these 
means  of  compensation  cannot  of  course  be  re- 
sorted to  by  (he  cor(>oration. 

But  we  now  arrive  at  the  provisions  of  the  gene«  Ocaena  dnOa- 
ral  drainage  act*,  which  enacts,  that  the  83,000  •^••^^ 
acres,  remainder  of  the  95,000  acres,  (after  de- 
ducting the  King's  12,000  acres,)  with  the  ways, 
passages^  nevir  rivers,  cuts,  drains,  banks,  and  fore- 
lands, are  absolutely  vested  in  the  corporation  ;  In* 
trust,  nevertheless,  for  William  Earl  of  Bedford, 
and  the  adventurers  and  participants  of  Earl  Fran- 
cis and  Earl  William.    The  corporation  was  em-  App.p.S94. 
powered  to  execute  estates,  that  is,  to  sign  and  seal 
conveyances  of  any  proportionate  part  of  the  95,000 
acres  that  were  claimed,  and  such  claim  substan- 
tiated, by  any  of  the  new  adventurers  and  partici- 
pants.   The  corporation  had  also  power  to  erect,  App.p.396. 
from  time  to  time,  any  new  works  u^t/Atn  the  Great 
Level,  or  without  the  Great  Level,  for  conveying 
the  waters  of  the  said  Great  Level  by  convenient 
ontfiEdls  to  the  sea ;  so  always,  that  if  they  cut  any 
several  grounds,  they  should  give  fiiU  i*ecompense 

*  It  was  omitted  to  be  stated  in  a  former  part  of  the  work^ 
that  this  act  was  duly  enrolled  and  exemplified  in  the  high  court 
of  Chancery. 
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and  ^ntisfnction  for  the  same ;  nrliich  damngi 
to  lie  awarded  by  tlie  cotnniissioners  of  appca 
pointed  by  tliitt  act ;  but  thes»  commissioiKrs  I 
uImi  defuiicl,  no  legal  provision  remains  ut  tli 
find  for  making  compensniiuo  in  niiy  of  tbe  e 
sug^gesfed  by  those  several  documents.  The 
of  Bedford,  and  those  who  prepared  the  gt 
draiuagc  act,  atilicipated  not  only  this  diffi 
but  also  the  absohue  necessity  of  aruitngsonK 
portion  at  least  of  thecorpomlion  withample^ 
mHi7  powers,  as  welt  fur  the  purpose  of  inukiug 
pcnsatioo  for  injury  sustained  by  any  act  of  Ih 
poralion,  as  for  the  protection  of  the  rivers,  t 
sluices,  and  general  works  of  drainage^  which 
BO  contintially  liable  to  unforcseca  accident 
TkcKlKt  hostile  attacks,  either  by  the  cHcct  of  Boads, 
J^«ronI'»P™''  the  attempts  of  malice.  Accordingly,  it  wa 
£i»!Menof  vided,  that  tbe  select  body  of  the  corporaU 
the  time  being,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  ^ 
of  the  governor  or  bailifi^  for  the  time  being 
to  be  two,  for  maintaiaaace  and  preservdl 
the  Great  Level,  by  convenient  outfalls  to  f I 
should  for  ever  thereafter  be,  and  w«p6  tl 
made  and  constitated  commissioners  of  aei 
Jhr  and  of  the  said  Great  Level  */  ike 


Aiip.p.3Vl. 


•  It  htta  always  been  m  matter  of  doubt,  whether  senn 
en  of  sewers  could  originate  and  execute  ajsy  hm 
Thia  question  is  quite  immaterial,  as  regards  the  Bedfoi 
sewers ;  because  Ihe  corporation  is  empowered  to  nil 
new  works,  as  well  within,  as  without  the  Great 
but  the  qucdtiori  is  important,  as  regnrds  cominiasii 
sewers  in  general.     i>cc  Cidlis  on  Sewers,  p.  111.  Dugd 
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and  were  thereby  enabled  from  thenceforth  to 
uee  and  exercise  the  power  and  authority  of  com- 
missioners  of  sewers,  within  the  said  Great  Level  of 
the  Fens,  and  of  the  works  made  or  to  be  made  * 
without  the  said  Great  Level,  for  conveying  of  the     ^ 
waters  of  the  said  Great  Level  by  convenient  out- ' 
fiills  \o  the  sea,  touching  all  matters  and  things 
whatsoever  happening  to  be  executed  or  done  tvith- 
in  the  Great  Level,  or  the  said  works  without  the 
Great  Level.    All  the  powers  vested  in  commis- 
skmen  of  sewers  at  large,  were  also  gfiven  to  these  App.  p.  39s* 
fen  commissioners,  and  no  other  commissioners  of 
newers  were  to  intermeddle. ' 

The  select  body,  in  their  character  of  commission- 
erft  of  sewers,  cannot  sit  and  act  without  the  said 
Great  Level,  for  which  onfy  they  are  appointed ;  aU 
though  they  have  full  power  and  control  over  any 
works  made  or  to  be  made  by  the  corporation  with^ 
out  the  Great  Level ;  such,  for  instance,  as  the  care 
and  conservancy  of  the  rivers  and  banks  of  the 
Ttaiga  Drain,  and  Saint  John*A  Elau,  both  of  which 
work§  were  made  by  the  corporation,  tad  are  with- 
tmi  the  Great  Level ;  but  the  act  does  give  them 
power  over  works  under  the  control  of  other  com- 
missioners of  sewers. 

In  the  early  periods  of  the  corporation,  the  oper- 
ation of  the  commission  of  sewers  was  indispen- 
sably requisite,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  make 
compensation  to  parties  for  aby  injury  sustained^ 

*  This  intist  be  construed  to  mean,  works  made  or  to  be  made 
by  the  Bedford  Level  Corjwratioii. 
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aa  well  as  to  preserve  and  protect  the  works  of  drain- 
age by  siiininury  piocfss.  Tlie  exercise  of  tliis  im- 
portant function,  however,  after  some  years,  fellaU 
most  into  disuse 

At  lengtli  a  strong  desire  to  improve  the  fonna- 
Uoii  of  the  barrier  banks  arose  id  tlie  country,  and 
Ibe  system  of  what  is  uarned  "Puddliog"  became 
generally  adopted,  not  only  by  Ihe  corporation,  bat 
nlso  by  the  district  commisaioners,  and  by  indivi- 
duals. This  system  consists  in  cutting  throogti, 
or  rather  opening,  the  top  of  the  bank  three  or  four 
feet,  according  to  its  height,  and  iosertiog  into 
such  opening  strong  gault  or  clay,  obtained  from 
the  highlands  adjoining  the  Level.  The  heavy 
particles  sink  to  the  base  of  the  bank,  making  Ibe 
seat  or  bottom  firm  and  solid,  and  also  preveutiag 
that  soakage  of  water  through  the  bank,  which  Ibe 
porous  nature  of  tbe  Fen  soil  had  previoosly  render- 
ed almost  unavoidable. 

For  want  of  a  mode  of  making  compeasation, 
considerable  difficulty  existed  in  obtaining  highto^d 
earth.*  Persons  were  either  incapacitated  for  ooa- 
veyiog  their  estates,  or  indisposed  to  afford  the  ac- 
commodation required.  Many  encroachments  bad 
also  taken  place  in  the  Level,  upon  the  works  and 
properly  of  the  corporation,  occasioned  in  some  de- 
gree by  the  lapse  of  time,  and  relaxation  oa  the 


*  The  corporation  hove  five  places  rcserred  for  obtaining  h^- 
land  earth ;  two  in  Whittlesey  field  ;  one  at  Horseway,  near 
Cbatleris  ;  one  called  Brnnghill  Pita,  near  Sutton  in  the  Isle  ot 
Ely ;  and  one  called  Koswell  Hill  pits,  near  Ely. 
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part  of  some  of  the  officers  of  the  corporation. 
These  circumstances  induced  the  boards  in  the  year 
181 63  to  revive  the  court  of  sewers.  They  felt,  how- 
ever^  some  difficulty  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding. 
To  pot  the  machinery  into  motion  was  found  to  be 
tx>th  difficult  and  expensive ;  they  wisely  sought 
for  and  obtained  the  advice  and  direction  of  him 
who  now  fills  and  adorns  the  eminent  station  of 
Chief  Jnstice  of  England,  with  an  assiduity  and 
ability  highly  honorable  to  himself  and  beneficial 
to  his  country  '*^.  Long,  long  may  it  please  Divine 
Providence  to  continue  the  able  and  unceasing  lar 
boors  of  this  learned,  upHght,  and  indefatigable 
jodge,  for  the  benefit  of  his  admiring  and  grateful 
<x>ontrymen  !  Woe  be  to  the  people  of  England, 
shoold  the  judgment-seat  of  this  revered  nobleman 
be  filled  by  One  Man,  whose  tongue  proclaims 
fiberty,  and  his  heart  oppression ; — who  clamours 
for  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  buries  its  talented 
advocates  in  the  darksome  dungeon  ;^who  shouts 
for  reform  with  one  class  of  patrons,  and  becomes 
the  willing  instrument  of  oppression  with  another 
class  I  Heaven  forefend  the  people  of  England, 
pboold  the  career  of  this  One  Man  progress  be- 
yond its  present  undeserved  elevation. 

In  consequence  of  the  advice  of  Mr.  Abbott,  two 
eoorts  of  sewers  were  held  at  Ely,  the  one  on  the 
27th  of  August,  1816,  and  the  other  on  the  22nd  of 
,  Joly,  1822,  the  proceedings  of  which  are  fully  re- 
corded in  the  order-books  of  the  corporation ;  and  a 

*Lord  Tcnterden  (then  Mr.  Abbott). 
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precept  or  warrant  was  issued  by  two  of  the  baillffi, 
and  four  of  the  conservators,  continissioaers  of  sew- 
ers, under  the  common  seal  of  the  corporation,  and 
delivered  to  Mr.  Mai-shall,  the  serjeant  at  mace, 
for  summoning  the  jnry;  aud  the  scrjeaut  at  ruuce 
having  returned  the  precept^  wilh  the  panel  of  tlw 
jury  by  him  suininoncd,  twealy-ooc  of  them  ap- 
peared aud  were  sworn. 

From  the  period  of  holding  theabove  raeotioned 
courts,  the  select  body  have  always  been  sworn* 
after  tlieir  election  aa  commissioners  of  sewers  j 
and  entries  have  always  been  made  in  the  order 
book,  of  their  proceedings  as  commissioners  of  sew- 
ers, as  well  asa  minute  that  the  select  body  assem- 
bled and  adjourned  in  that  capacity. 

Having  thus  brought  before  the  i*eader  the  pe- 
culiar circumAtancea  connected  more  particulariy 
with  the  select  body  of  the  Bedford  Level,  in  thdr 
character  of  cocnniissiouere  of  sewers,  it.  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  author  to  have  proceeded  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  very  important  subject  of  commis- 
sioners of  sewei-s  at  large :  tlte  obsoleteness  of  their 
practice,  the  paucity  of  correct  information,  and 
the  general  ignorance  that  prevails  in  this  respect, 
induced  him  to  investigate  tlie  matter  with  some 
pains,  labour,  and  research ;  but  this  investiga- 
tion, from  its  extent  and  complexity,  must  he  at 
present  deferred,  with  the  assurance  of  the  author*9 
inluQlion  to  undertake  tlielask  at  as  early  a  period 
as  his  numerous  avocations  will  permit. 

*  The  oath  (of  which  a  form  will  be  found  in  the  Apiiendii. 
p.  21,)  is  always  ailminietcred  by  Uitfregistcr. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


Registration  of  DeedSk 

It  18  much  to  be  regretted^  that  the  various  lav  t^^ 
ports  aflbrd  but  little  information  on  this  division 
of  our  labours.  The  books  are  indeed  scanty, 
without  precedent,  on  a  subject  so  important.} 
the  following  case  being  the  only  one  they  con- 
tain concerning  the  registration  of  conveyances  of 
lands  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  corporation  of 
the  Bedford  Level : 

Hodson  V.  Sharpe,  1808.— 10  East,  350. 
•    "The  defendant  to  an  action  of  covenant  for  Hiewwitorf*- 

gittratioa  mdtf 

^^  not  repairin&r  certain  premises  demised  to  him  tke  Bedford 

Lavd  act    15 

**by  the  devisor  of  the  plaintiffs,  for  the  term  of  Ctf.u.c*!^^ 
f  <  eleven  years,  pleaded,  that  the  premises  were  part  the  prioHtjor 
^*  of  the  95,000  acres  mentioned  in  the  statute  not  anM  ti^i 
^  15 Car,  II. c.  17.,  for  draining  the  Bedford  Level,  ^![rticta^. 
**  and  then  averred  that  the  lease  had  not  been  en-  ^^^ 
^*  tered  with  the  register  for  the  time  being,  ap* 
^  pointed  by  the  corporation,  in  manner  required 
*'  by  the  said  act,  by  reason  of  which  the  inden^^ 
••  tore  was  of  no  force, 

"  But  the  court  held,  that  after  the  lessee  had 
^  bad  all  the  benefit  which  he  could  derive  under 

VOL.  I.  2  Q 
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"  the  lease,  he  should  Dot  be  permitted  to  objeclthat 
*'  it  was  not  registered.  They  said,  thai  the  object 
"  of  Ihat  clause  iu  the  act  oa  (rliich  be  relied,  was 
"  to  take  away  the  priority  of  the  parly  whose  tillc 
"  was  not  registered,  with  respect  to  subsequent 
"  claiiitanls  wbo&e  titles  were  registered ;  but  il 
*'  never  was  ioteoJed  to  operate  bel'Teen  the  par- 
"  ties  ibeniselves,  so  as  to  enable  a  lessee  who  had 
"  enjoyed  under  it  to  dispute  the  Iea-':e. 

"  Judgment  for  the  pluiotJflt" 


The  deci»on  in  the  abore  case  seems  to  bare 
been  regulated  by  reasoning  particularly  appHcuble 
to  the  relative  characters  of  the  parties  to  the  ac- 
tion, the  plaintiff  bein^  the  lessor,  the  defeudant 
tlie  lessee. 

As  doubts  are  continually  arisiog  on  the  practi- 
cal operation  of  tbe  8tb  sectiou  of  the  act  of  the 
15th  of  Charles  II,  with  respect  to  the  Kgi&- 
tration  of  deeds,  where  commou  recoveries  are  suf- 
fered ;  in  the  absence  of  all  express  aatbority  to 
direct  tbe  jodgmeni,  tbe  following  obsenratious  are 
submitted  with  much  deference,  and  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  iudulgeutly  received.  In  practice,  it  fre- 
quently occurs,  that  a  teoanl  in  tail,  suffering  8 
common  recovery  of  lauds  wiihin  tbe  Bedford 
Level,  omits  the  registration  of  the  deed  creating 
the  tenant  to  the  prcecipe  until  af^er  the  term  in 
which  the  recovery  lias  been  suffered.  Other  ana- 
logous cases  are  of  daily  occurrence  with  respect 
to  deeds  omitted  to  be  registered  until  after  their 
operations   have  been   controlled   by  subsequeot 
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deeds ;  but  the  case  of  a  recovery  is  selected,  from 
ils  great  iinportauce  to  the  most  extensive  titles  ia 
the  Fens, 

The  question  arises,  whether  a  subsequent  regis* 
tratioQ  is  sufficient,  by  retrospective  operation,  to 
constitute  an  effective  deed  to  make  the  tenant  to 
the  writ  of  entry.  This  point  has  often  been  agi« 
tated,  but  has  never  been  judicially  determined. 
Let  the  subject  then  be  considei*cd  with  reference 
to  other  stfttUt^s  of  a  similar  nature:  1st,  may  be 
briefly  noticed  the  effect  of  an  enrollment  (under 
the  statute  of  enrollment,  27  Hen.  VIII,  c.  1 6. )  0f  a  27  H.  8,  c.  is. 
deed  to  make  a  tenant  to  a  praecipe^  subsequent  to 
the  period  of  suffering  the  recovery;  and,  2dly, 
the  effect  under  the  Middlesex  Registry  Act;  and 
then  niiiy  beiuquired  how  far  an  analogy  exists  bcr 
tween  these  acts  and  the  one  now  under  discus- 
sion. 

By  the  rules  of  the  common  law,  provided  there 
was  a  seisin  at  the  time  when  the  writ  of  entry 
was  sued,  that  seisin  would  liave  supported  the 
recovery,  although  the  seisin  was  defeated  after 
judgment  given,  by  a  condition*^  or  evicted  by  an 
older  title.  Now  the  words  of  the  statute  of  en-  27h.8,c.16. 
roUment  are:  ^^ That  no  manors,  lands,  tenements, 
^  or  other  hei'editaments,  shall  pass,  alter,  op 
^*  change  from  one  to  another,  whereby  any  estate 
^*  of  inheritance  or  freehold  shall  be  made  or  take 
^^  effect  in.  any  person  or  persons,  or  any  use  there* 

of  to  be  made  by  resisou  only  of  any  bargain  and 

*  Prest.  Convey.  38,  cites  1  Keb.  7a5. 
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*'  sale  thereof,  except  the  Sfimebargnin  and  sal 
"  made  by  writing  indented,  sealed,  and  enn 
"  in  one  of  the  king's  courts  of  recoi-d  at  Westi 
**  ster,  &c.,  within  six  months  after  the  dale  ol 
"  same  writings  indented,  &c.''  This  statute 
deed  differs  from  the  Bedford  Level  corpon 
act.  It  says  that  nn  hereditaments  shall  paf 
bargain  and  sale,  nnless  enrolled  wilhin  six  rooi 
and  thus  it  follows,  that  if  the  bargain  and  sa 
enrolled  in  six  months,  it  is  good  ab  initio. 

But  the  15(h  Car.  II.  says,  "  that  no  grant 
shill  be  of  force  but  from  the  time  of  being 
tered  j"  consequently  any  act  done  between  tb 
ecntion  of  the  deed  and  the  time  of  its  eoti 
done  when  the  deed  is  not  in  force ;  and  i 
power  of  doing  it  is  createil  by  the  deed, 
power  is  not  legally  in  existence  at  the  lime 
it  is  attempted  to  be  exercised. 

With  rerercnce  to  a  bargain  and  sale,  a 
brated  writer  *  has  observed,  that  on  accoi 
its  peculiar  properties,  the  recovery  will  be 
or  rather  voidable,  unless  the  bargain  anc 
shall  be  enrolled  in  due  time,  namely,  with 
lunar  months.  For  although  he  says,  it  it 
agreed  that  the  bargain  and  sale  operates  it 
ter  on  the  freehold,  yet  this  operation  is  sab 
an  implied  condition  that  the  grant  shall  b 
ab  initio,  unless  the  enrollment  shall  take 
within  the  limited  lime.  This  point  certaic 
peal's  an  anomaly  in  law,  and  is  the  result 

*  Preston  on  Conveyancing,  p.  3Q. 
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{Revisions  of  the  statute  of  enrollment,  and  not  of 
the  rule  of  the  common  law. 

The  modifications  under  which  the  tenant  takes 
the  freehold  by  means  of  the  bargain  and  sale  be- 
fore enrollment  is  still  open  to  controversy.  Vari* 
oas  DoUons  have  prevailed,  and  hypotheses  enter- 
tained on  the  subject,  which  it  is  not  necessary  to 
discuss  in  this  place*.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
however  irreconcilable  are  the  opinions  on  the 
particular  point,  it  is  univei'sally  admitted  that  tlie 
eorollroent  will  have  a  relation  back  to  make  good 
tlie  recovery  of  the  bargainee  against  whom  the 
pnedpe  was  brought  before  enrollment. 

This  construction  of  the  effect  of  the  enrollment 
of  bargains  and  sales  has  been  by  some  thought  to 
sanction  a  similar  doctrine  with  regard  to  the  re- 
gistration of  instruments  under  the  15  Car.  II.  A 
comparison,  however,  of  the  language  of  the  two 
acts  will  tend,  it  is  apprehended,  to  refute  such  a 
conclusion.  The  words  of  the  former  we  have 
seen;  those  of  the  latter,  in  the  8th  section  of  15 
Car.  II.,  are  as  follow: — It  is  enacted,  "  that  no  i5rar.n.ci7. 
••  lease,  grant,  or  conveyance  of,  or  charge  out  of 
'*  or  upon  the  said  95,000  acres,  or  any  part  there- 
^^  of,  (except  leases  for  seven  years  or  under  in 
^  possession,)  shall  be  of  force  but  from  the  time 
**  it  shall  be  entered  with  the  said  register  as  afore- 
^*  said.*'   Now,  if  the  deed  is  by  this  clause  to  take 

*  See  Bacon  on  Uses,  edit,  by  Rowe,  note  106,  p.  109; 
2  Sanders  on  Uses,  p.  65,  2d  edit.;  Pigott  on  Recoveries, 
pp.  60—7. 
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effect  only  from  the  periml  of  registration,  it  to\k 
that  until  i-egistration  it  mii8t  be  uHcrly  int-ff* 
ive;  and  it  seems  equally  clear,  tliat  against 
verse  claimanls  a  good  teiiaut  cannot  be  made 
a  regislration  after  the  recovery  suffered  ;  (or 
tenant  never  ha<i  the  fi^ehold  in  re*pect  of  wl 
nionc  he  could  be  tenant,  nor  is  it  probable,  « 
where  there  is  no  adverse  claim,  that  a  title 
pending  on  such  a  recovery  could  be  recoramea 
with  safety. 

A  stronger  resemblance,  it  is  snbmitled,  e: 
between  the  Bedford  Level  act  and  the  sta 
which  requires  the  re^stration  of  conveyanct 
lands  in  ttie  county  of  Middlesex*.  It  is  tl 
by  enacted,  "  that  all  deeds  and  convejrances 
**  ccrning  any  honors,  manors,  lands.tenemeot 
•*  hereditaments,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
"  be  adjudged  fraudulent  and  void  against 
ihis  Hci.  rioe  "  siibsotjncnt  jiiii'CMiiscr  or  mort^^aj^ec  tor  v;il' 
T.  Aiuop,  "  considerations,  unless  a  memorial  thereof  I 
AU.  U3.'  '*  gislered  in  the  manner  by  the  act  directed,  I 
irin,2Biigh'*  "the  registering  of  the  memorial  of  the  de> 
^"^  '  "  conveyance  under  wliich  such  suhscqiieot 
"  chaser  or  mortgagee  stiatl  claifii.*' 

Under  this  act,  whatever  equity  a  purchase 
have,  that  he  cannot  lake  a  legal  estate  of  frt 
until  his  deed  be  entered  in  the  register's  I 
is  proved  by  the  circumstance  that  a  subse 
purchaser  without  notice,  having  his  deed  fi 
gistered,  has  both  at  law  and  in  equity  the  j 
able  title. 

*  7  Anne,  c.  20.  b.  1. 
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The  distinction  would  therefore  aeeui  to  be,  that 
10  the  case  of  the  bargain  and  sale^  under  the  27 
Hen.  VIII.  c.  16.,  the  deed  has  an  immediate  effi* 
cacy,  subject  to  be  defeated  by  neglect  of  enroll* 
ment  in  six  months ;  and  in  the  cases  of  the  16 
Car.  II9  c.  17.9  and  the  7  Anne,  c.  20.,  the  registra- 
tion is  a  necessary  ingredient  in  the  first  instance 
to  constitute  an  effectual  deed  against  opposite  in- 
teretts.  At  all  events  it  wonld  be  highly  impru- 
dent, where  no  obstacle  to  the  registry  exists,  to 
dispense  with  the  entry  of  the  deed  in  the  register 
books  before  the  suffering  of  the  recovery,  upon 
the  assumption  that  the  instrument  by  which  the 
tenant  to  the  prtecipe  is  made,  may  be  rendered  va- 
lid by  a  subsequent  registraUon. 

If  the  foregoing  reasoning  be  correct,  in  the  ab« 
aence  of  all  legal  decisions  bearing  immediately 
upon  the  point  (except  the  caseof  Hodson  v.Sharpe, 
already  quoted),  it  would  seem,  that  no  deed  can 
have  any  legal  operation  until  after  it  is  entered 
with  the  register,  and  his  endorsement  of  the  entry 
placed  upon  the  instrument  so  entered;  and  that 
no  subsequent  registration  can  give  effect,  so  as  to 
destroy  the  operations  of  any  deed  previously  re- 
gistered, and  deducing  a  title  from  the  same  source 
as  the  unregistered  deed ;  for  if  the  registered  deed 
be  made  by  a  person  claiming  under  the  unregis- 
tered deed,  and  the  unregistered  deed  be  invalid, 
it  follows  that  the  registered  deed  must  also  fail, 
for  want  of  a  legal  foundation.  However  adverse 
may  be  the  effect  of  the  subsequent  deed  so  previ- 
ously registered,  although  subsequently  dated ;  in- 
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asmuch  as  the  original  deed  was  inoperative 
til  registration,  the  party  had  no  legal  power  (u 
registration)  to  give  effect  to  the  uses  of  such  s 
sequent  deed. 

The  author  has  naturally  felt  great  anxiety  U; 
this  subject :  he  could  not  he  insensihle  to  its 
portance.  His  opinions  have  been  fortified  by  » 
ral  to  whose  judgment  he  is  always  happy  to  d« 
still  the  subject  is  pi'esenled  to  his  legal  reat 
in  great  humility.  One  good  effect  must  ne 
sarily  result,  namely,  a  due  consideration  bji 
parties  interested  in  the  subject,  either  profess 
ally  or  otherwise,  of  the  propriety,  and  indeed 
solute  duty,  of  an  immediate  registration  o 
deeds  affecting  adventure  lands;  and  probi 
circumstances  may  arise  to  induce  the  corpon 
to  apply  to  the  legislature. 

Another  question  has  been  mooted  andor 
words  of  the  clan-c  (liicc!in<;  the  rcgistratir 
deeds,  namely,  whether  the  hooks  of  entric! 
evidence,  in  the  event  of  a  deed  being  lost.  I 
this  point  the  belter  opinion  appears  to  be,  tl 
the  deed  be  lost,  the  book  of  entries,  which 
itself  evidence  of  the  i*egistry,  would  also  be 
dence  of  the  deed  itself  and  its  contents. 

The  following  standing  orders  or  bye-laws, 
in  full  operation  and  effect,  have  been  mat 
various  periods,  bif  the  board,  to  induce,  a  a 
registration  of  deeds. 
Ist.  The  register  laid  before  the  board  tl 

turps  of  the  conveyances  registered,  by  wb 


) 


RBOISTRATIOM  OF  DBBD8.. 

appears^  that  a  considerable  proportion  do  not 
coutmn  the  lot  or  number  of  the  land  conveyed, 
and  that  many  of  them  do  not  state  whether  the 
land  described  is  advcntureri*  land  or  not ;  and 
the  want  of  such  particulars  appearing  to  this 
meeting  to  be  one  of  the  causes  of  the  defects  in 
the  names  of  the  owners  in  the  tax-book  ;  Ordered^ 
—that  no  conveyance  be  registered  withont  an 
order  from  the  board,  if  executed  after  the  29th 
day  of  September  next,  unless  the  land  conveyed 
IB  described  as  adventurers*  land,  nor  unless  it 
contains  the  quantity,  or  reputed  quantity  of  the 
land  conveyed,  and  the  lot  and  number  in  the  lot- 
book  of  the  corporation.     Whitsun  meeting,  1816.. 

2nd.  Ordered,  that  no  conveyance  be  regis- 
tered, unless  it  specify  the  lot,  number,  and  part 
conveyed,  with  such  certainty  as  will  enable  the 
register  to  transfer  it  from  the  quantity  owned  by 
the  grantee ;  and  proper  entries  of  such  transfers 
are  hereby  ordered  to  be  made  bj^  the  register  in 
the  office  books,  called  the  description  or  title 
books,  the  quantity  books,  and  the  name  books. 
April  meeting,  1820. 

3rd.  Ordered,  that  every  person  succeeding  to 
the  possession  of  any  adventurer*s  land,  as  heir 
at  law  to  the  former  owner,  send  to  the  i^egister, 
signed  by  himself,  or  his  attorney  or  agent,  a  cer- 
tificate or  letter,  saying  that  he  is  in  possession,  as 
heir  at  law  of  his  father,  or  of  A.  B.,  his  uncle,  as 
the  case  may  be,  who  died  at  such  a  time,  of  so 

many  acres,  roods,  and  perches,  in  LiOt, ,  No. 

— ,  Part, ;  and  of  so  many  acres,  roods,  and 
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pei'cties,  in  orher  lots,  as  the  case  may  be,  so 
sciibcti  as  will  enable  the  register  to  make 
necessary  transfer  to  the  name  of  such  heir  at  I 
April  meeting,  1820. 

4th.  Ordered,  that  every  person  who  beco 
the  owner  of  any  adventurer's  land  under  a  ^ 
send  to  the  Feu  Office  llie  probate,  or  an  alte 
or  other  copy,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  regiale 
be  entered  by  him  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for 
pui-pose,  together  with  such  a  description  ol 
land  so  devised,  as  to  lot,  number,  part,  and  Q 
particulars,  ns  will  enable  the  register  to  trai 
the  same  to  the  name  of  such  new  owner.  ^ 
meeting,  1820. 

5ih.  No  fees  are  to  be  paid  for  the  entry  of 
tificates  or  of  wills.  The  fees  for  the  regisln 
of  conveyances  and  wills  reaiaia  as  they  were 
tied  in  1751. 

(ilh.  Oidered,  that  for  all  conveyances 
entered  at  the  Fen  Office  within  six  months 
the  day  of  its  date,  double  the  present  fees  b 
ceived  by  the  register;  that  by  a  speedy  regi 
tion,  the  account  of  the  owners  of  each  lot 
number  may  be  more  conveniently  kept. 

Fen  office,  May  15,  18' 
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Parliamentary  proceedings. — Standing  orders  as  to 
Drainage  bills.—  Notices  to  be  given. — Resolu* 
tions  of  the  board  of  the  Bedford  Level  corpora- 
tion.— Duties  of  the  Register^  as  to  bills  before 
parliament.— Resetvation  clauses. 

I' 
N  a  coantry  so  extensive  as  the  Bedford  Levels 

with  interests  so  complicated,  and  duties  so  impor- 
tant^ it  must  necessarily  follow,  that  repeated  ap- 
plications will  be  made  to  the  legislature,  and  that 
these  bills  will  more  or  less  affect  the  rights  and 
powers  of  the  Bedford  Level  corporation.  The 
boards  having  more  than  once  had  occasion  to  re- 
gret the  inattention  of  tlieir  predecessors,  have  for 
Bome  time  past  shewn  great  care  and  watchfulness 
upon  this  subject. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  held  at  the  Fen  Office, 
on  Tuesday  the  9th  day  of  March,  1813,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  passed:  **The  board  having 
taken  into  consideration  the  usual  course  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  corporation,  as  to  the  bills 
befoi*e  parliament  relating  to  the  Bedford  Level, 
and  none  of  those  bills  now  before  parliament. 
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amounting  to  eleven  or  twelve  in  nnmber,  ex( 
one,  being  bronght  to  t  lie  office ;  resolvetl,  tliat  s 
members  of  the  board  as  are  members  of  pai 
nient,  do  communiciite  with  the  speaker  of 
honse  of  commons,  whether  any  conrse  can  be 
vised  by  a  standing  order  of  the  houses  as  to  dn 
age,  navigation,  and  inclosnres,  wilhio  the  Le 
by  which  bills  for  these  purposes  would  reqi 
applications  to  the  register,  for  the  consent  of 
coi-poration,  or  under  which,  at  least,  notice  mi 
be  given  of  such  bill  to  the  register. 

On  the  '23rd  day  of  the  same  month,  Lord  ^ 
connt  Milton,  then  and  still  a  member  of 
board,  communicati'd  to  the  board,  then  sitii 
'  "  that  he  had  applied  to  the  speaker  of  the  be 
of  commons,  in  compliance  with  the  request  ( 
tained  in  the  resolution  of  the  board,  made  at 
last  meeting;  and  that  upon  his  lordship's  motk 
standing  order  upon  the  subject  had  been  madi 
the  house  :  after  which  communication,  it  wm 
dered  that  the  thanks  of  the  board  be  given  U 
lordship  for  his  attention  to  the  interests  of 
corporalion  upon  this  occasion. 

In  consequence  of  this  motion,  the  house  pa 
the  following  standing  order ; — 

"That  when  any  application  is  intended  t< 
made  to  the  house  for  leave  to  bring  ia  a 
for  inclosing,  draining,  or  improving,  o 
altering  or  amending  any  act  ofparliamen 
inclosing,  draining,  or  improving  lands  w 
the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  commonly  c 
the  Bedford  Level,  a  further  notice  of 
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intended  appHcatioo  shall  be  given  in  writing 
to  the  corporation  of  the  Bedford  Level,  in  tiie 
montlis  of  August  or  September*,  or  either  of 
them,  immediately  preceding  the  session  of 
parliament  in  which  such  application  is  in- 
tended to  be  made.** 
The  following  resolutions  were  made  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  board,  holden  at  the  Fen  Office^  on  the 
11th  day  of  June,  1814. 

Resolved,  that  upon  all  occasions  relating  to  Buuinptfii- 
the  parliamentary  business  of  the  corporation,  *"^°^' 
when  it  appears  to  the  register  desirable  to  consult 
a  committee  of  the  board,  without  calling  a  special 
meeting  of  that  body,  that  any  two  of  the  members 
of  the  board  who  are  also  members  of  either  houses 
of  parliament,  constitute  such  committee,  whose 
directions  on  such  occasions  are  to  be  followed  by 
the  register. 

The  board  having  taken  into  consideration  the 
different  clauses  for  saving  tlie  rights  of  the  corpo- 
ration in  drainage  and  inclosure  acts  within  the 
Level,  and  the  representation  made  by  the  register 
upon  the  legal  effect  of  each ;  and  also  having 
taken  into  consideration  the  provisoes  and  saving 
clauses  prepared  by  him,  and  inserted  hereafter ; 
.  Resolved,  that  the  same  be  entered  amongst  the 
proceedings  of  the  corporation,  and  that  the  regis- 
ter use  his  endeavours  that  no  drainage  or  inclosure 
bills  within  the  Levels  pass  without  their  being  in- 
serted. 

*  ThU  time  is  now  extended  to  the  months  of  October  and 
NoTcniber  in  each  year^  for  all  notices. 
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Resolved  also,  that  the  register,  upoD  all  i 
sions  when  it  sball  appear  dcsiral)lc,  cull  sp 
mwtings  of  the  boiird  for  the  purpose  ofcoos 
ing  tlie  bills  in  the  bouse ;  and  that  oncedurin 
stssioiis  of  parliament,  a  meeting  ol"  the  Ikku 
called  and  advertised^  that  as  much  as  posslhl 
parlianienlury  business  of  the  corpunition  mi 
taken  into  consideration  at  a  full  meeting  < 
board  ^  and  when  the  parties  interested  ia 
bills  uiuy,  if  necessary,  have  ati  oppoituoi 
attending. 

It  appearing  to  tlie  board  that  there  can  I 
drainage,  and  scarcely  un  inclosurebill  wilbl 
Level,  whci'c  the  commissioners  du  not  take 
authority  over  eome  part  of  the  bauks,  rirers 
drains,  vested  in  the  corporation;  these  b 
rivcla,  and  drains,  are  the  absulnte  property  i 
corporation  ;  and  as  no  such  bills  can  be  obt 
without  an  application  to  the  other  proprielor 
corporation  have  at  least  as  great  a  right  to  I 
plied  to  for  their  consent  as  any  individual,  a 
insist  that  without  such  an  application  to  tin 
poration,  the  standing  orders  of  parliament 
not  been  complied  with.  Resolved,  that  ap 
tions  for  all  such  consents  be  sent  to  the  r^ 
and,  if  granted,  that  the  same  be  under  the  e 
Ibe  corporation :  And  that  all  bills  for  wbic 
consent  of  the  corporation  shall  not  be  a) 
for,  be  opposed  by  the  corporation  ;  and  thi 
register  do  take  such  steps,  by  petition  or  i 
wise^  for  opposing  the  same,  as  shall  appear  t 
necessary;  and  that  Ibc  exj>enses  of  such  ap 
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\ioi\  be  paid  by  the  receiver-geoeral ;  and  if,  after 
the  consent  of  the  corporation  has  been  given  to 
any  bill,  any  alteration  sliall  be  made  affecting  the 
corporation,  that  the  register  do  in  the  same  man* 
ner  take  the  necessary  steps  for  opposing  the  same» 
Resolved^  that  the  foUoiving  proviso  be  inserted 
in  diiunage  acts,  following  the  clause  giving  the 
tx>wer  to  the  commissioners : 

^'Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  that  ProTboin 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  con*  ^'^^"'^ 
strued  to  extend,  to  authorize  or  empower  the  said 
cximmissioners,  or  any  of  them,  to  make  any  ordec 
or  orders,  or  execute  any  order  or  works,  or  com- 
plete any  work  already  begun,  or  do  any  act  or 
acts  contrary  or  in  opposition  to,  or  in  any  respect 
▼arying  from  any  order  or  orders  that  shall  be 
made  either  before  or  after  by  the  governor,  bm- 
lifis,  and  conservators  of  the  Bedford  Level  corpo- 
ration, or  of  any  five  or  more  of  them,  whereof  the 
said  governor  or  bailiffs,  or  any  of  them,  to  be  two^ 
tOQching  or  relating  to  any  of  the  rivers,  sewers, 
drains,  wear-dikes,  sluices,  tunnels,  bridges,  or 
other  works,  banks,  and  the  front  and  back  fore^ 
lands  thereof,  now  vested  in,  possessed  b^,  belong- 
ing to,  or  under  the  care  or  authority  of  the  go- 
vernor, bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the  company  of 
conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  called 
Bedford  Level,  or  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and 
conservators  of  the  said  corporation.** 

Resolved,  that  the  following   general  siiviflg  Oeomi  wTinf 
clanse  m  dramage  acts  be  inserted  in  the  usual  age  acts. 
place: 
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"  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enad 
that  notliing  in  llils  act  contuine<l  simll  exU 
or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  invalidate,  lc8se| 
diminish,  alter  or  tiike  away  any  of  the   rig 
powers,  and  authorities  vested  in  tliesaid  goven 
batlijfs,  and  cotninonally  of  the  cutnjKiny  of  con 
vatore  of  the  Gn-al  Level  of  the  Fens,  culled  | 
ford  Level,  or  in  the  said  governor,  bailiflTs, 
conservators  of  the  Bedford   Level  corporaj 
by  virtne   of  an  act  of  parliament  made  ia 
fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles 
Second,  intituled  *  An  act  for  settling  the  drail 
of  the  Great   Level  of  the  Feas  called  Bed 
Level,'  or  by  any  other  act,  statute,  or  cha 
law  of  sewers,  or  otherwise  howsoever;  but 
all  rights,  powers,  and  authorities,  which  are 
vested  in  the  said  governor,  hciliffs,  and  const 
tors,  and  in  every  or  any  of  them,  shall  for 
hereafter  remain,  continue,  and  be,  in  the  sai< 
vernor,  baililTs,  and  commonalty,  and  in  the 
governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators  and  evei 
them,  as  fully  and  amply  to  ail  intents  and 
poses  as  if  this  act  bad  not  been  made." 

Resoled,  that  the  following  proviso  be  ids 
in  inclosure  acts,  after  the  clause  giving  ge 
powers  to  the  inclosure  commissioners  ; 

"Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  em 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend, 
construed  to  extend,  to  authorize  and  empow 
said  commissioners  to  allot,  set  out,  or  divide 
part  or  parts  of  the  banks  now  vested  in,  posf 
by,  belonging  to,  or  under  the  care  or  autboi 
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tfae  governor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the  com- 
pany of  conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens^ 
called  Bedford  Level,  or  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and 
conservators  of  the  said  corporation,  or  any  part  or 
parts  of  the  front  and  back  forelands  of  such  banks 
adjoining,  or  lying  open  to  the  said  commons  and 
waste  grounds,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof,  or  to 
intermeddle  with,  or  to  make  any  order  relating 
thereto ;  but  that  the  said  banks,  with  the  front 
and  back  forelands  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  as  not  being  any  part  or  parts  of  the  said 
commons  and  waste  grounds,  and  shall  remain  and 
continue  in  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  com^ 
monalty,  and  in  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and 
conservators,  in  the  same  manner,  and  subject  to 
the  same  rights,  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  made. 

*^  Resolved,  that  the  following  general  saving 
clause  in  inclosure  acts  be  inserted  in  the  usual 
pbce: 

"  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  Ofoeni  sayiag 

.  CUuie  In 

that  nothing  in  this  or  the  said  recited  act  con«  indosorc  Acts. 
tained,  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend, 
to  relieve,  exonerate,  or  discharge,  any  part  or 
parcel  of  the  lands  or  grounds  containing  95,000 
acres,  called  Adventurers*  lands,  from  the  pay- 
ment of  all  or  any  of  the  taxes  to  which  the  said 
95,000  acr^  of  Adventurers*  lands,  or  any  part 
or  parcel  thereof,  are  now  subject  or  liable,  or  to 
which  they  may  hereafter  become  subject  or  liable, 
by  virtue  of  an  act  of  parliament  passed  in  the  15th 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  majesty  King  Charles  the 
Second,  intituled  'An  act  for  settling  the  drainage 

VOL.  i.  2  R 
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of  the  Gi-eat  Level  of  the  Fens,  railed  BedH 
Lfvi'l,'  or  of  an  aci  piissutl  in  ilie  SOili  year  of 
reign  of  his  said  majesly  King  Chaiirt  the  Seoi 
intituled  '  An  act  for  taxing  ami  osscssir^  of 
lands  uf  the  advenlurei-s  within  the  (Jrcat  Lew 
the  Pens;*  bat  that  all  and  evciT  part  and 'p<|l 
of  the  said  95,000  acres  of  Adreulnivre'  lands  d 
for  ever  hereafter  remain  snhject  and  liable  ti 
snch  (axes,  and  powers  of  taxing,  ittfposing,  cN 
ing,  and  assessing  the  same,  and  of  levyio^ 
recnv^ringof  snch  tfixes,  as  afenow  by  virtue  tf 
said  two  last- mentioned  aols,  or  oiheiTTise,  yt 
in  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  CommdnfnUy  dl 
company  of  consei'TOlors  of  the  Gfeat  ijefi 
the  Fens,  called  Bedford  Level,  or  in  the  gorvril 
Imilifls,  and  conservaloi-s  of  the  said  eorpHral 
and  that  nothing  in  this  or  the  saiil  redtcS 
contained,  shall  exlend,ortobecon8trtied  loc« 
to  enipowei'  tlic  saidcoininissiiinei's.or  any  orf 
or  any  otlier  pci-son  or  pcrsiitis  wliotittraievei 
have,  xisc.'or  exetriseany  power  or  autfaority  ■ 
or  to  nlttr, obstruct,  or  intermeddle  frith  any  o 
sluices,  tunnels,  bridges,  or  other  worVs,  or  wit 
rivere,  sewers,  drains,  wear-dyk^s,  brlhe  IMiil 
the  front  and  Ijack  forelands  thereof,  tWit  non 
or  hereafter  shall  be  vested  in,  possessed  bj 
longing  to,  or  under  the  care  or  aurhfirity  i 
said  govei-nor,  bailiffii,  and  comtnonalty,  i 
the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservato 
'llie  said  corporation  ;  or  to  Invalidate,  lesS) 
dfminish,  alter,  or  take  away,  any  of  the  r 
'^wcr8,an(l  authorities,  vested  in  llicsaid  goVi 
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bailiffs,  and  commonalty,  or  in  the  said  governor, 
bailiflfSyand  conservators,  by  the  said  last-mention* 
ed  acts  of  the  15th  and  20th  years  of  the  reign  of 
his  said  majesty  King  Charles  the  Second,  or  by 
virtue  of  any  other  act,  statute,  or  charter,  law  of 
sewers,  or  otherwise  howsoever;  but  that  all  rights, 
powers,  and  authorities,  which  are  now  vested  in 
the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty,  or  in 
the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators,  or  in 
every  or  any  of  them,  shall  for  ever  hereafter  re- 
inain, continue,  and  be,  in  the  said  governor,bailiffs, 
and  commonalty,  and  in  the  said  governor,  bai- 
fift,and  conservators,  and  every  of  them,  as  fully 
and  amply  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  tliis  act 
bad  not  been  made.** 


2  R  2 


CHAPTER  XXI.  I 


Partiatlars  of  the  95,000  acres  of  Advenitn\ 
lands.— The  Cut  Land  Roll.— Turf  Act.^^ 
revenues  of  the  corporation. — The  annual  tas 
^  — The  arrear  roll, — Particulars  of  the  Ut, 
;  charged  ivUh  each  sort  of  lax. — Amount  of 
in  each  Level. — PublK  houses. — Tolls. — Her 
iagesluice,  and  Bridge  toll. — Banks  andjisher 
— Cottages,and  regulations  thereof . — Theexi 
diture  of  the  corporation. — Barrier  banks.~M 
banhs. — General  orders  for  expenditure. — Mi 
expenditure.  —  The  debt  of  the  corporatiot 
First  and  second  Bond  act. — Payment  of  intei 
— The  Fen  office. 


THE  ADVENTURERS'  LANDS. 

It  has  been  already  stated,  that  Francis  Ka 
Bedford,  the  original  undertaker  of  the  drair 
and  his  participants,  had  95,000  acres  of  Ian 
lotted  to  them  under  the  provisions  of  the  ] 
law,  as  a  recompense  for  draining  the  whole  L 
of  these  95,000  acres,  12,000  were  allotted  t 
king  for  his  patronage ;  and  his  majesty  after? 
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▲DTENTURBR8*  LAND8.  61^^ 

granted  2000  acres,  part  of  his  proportion,  to  Je-  ^^^  ^«^ 
rome  then  Earl  of  Portland. 

The  following  particulars  are  given,  in  order  to 
make  the  reader  l)etter  acquainted  with  the  local 
situation  and  distribution  of  those  lands. 


7%e  Adventurerf  Lands  in  the  different 

Levels* 

A.  B.    r. 

la  the  North  Level         -       -        11,627    2    0 
Middle  Level  46,536    2    0 
South  Level    36,836    0    0 

83^72    2    0 
Acres    -    95,000    0    0 


Tke  AdoefUurers'  Lands  in  the  different  QmntieSf 

and  the  Isle  of  Ely, 

A.  B.  p. 

In  Norfolk     ....         9,888  0  0 

Suffolk      ....         5,350  0  0 

Cambridge         ...          7,832  0  0 

Isle  of  Ely  i        -        -        -        54,758  0  0 

Huntingdon      ...        13,552  0  0 

Northampton     -        -        -         3,220  0  0 

Lincoln    ....            400  0  0 

Acres    -        95,000  0  0 


STATR  OF  THE  BRDFORD  LKTEL  : 


The  Particulars  of  the  l2,0lDd  Acfis  atkUhtt 

id  the  kiiig. 

In  thb  North  Levul. 


Nu 

imbcr  1.  Crowljind 

400 

0 

2.  Uorough  Fen    - 

2622 

0 

3.  Little  Borough  Fen  - 

88 

(t 

4.  Alderlaiid9 

290 

0 

5.  Single  Sole 

45 

0 

C.  Northam  and  Craninore 

80 

d 

7.  Furlongs 

IS 

3 

8.  Richard  Darby's 

1 

0 

' 

9.  Tanholt 

30 

3 

11 

10.  Oxney      - 

26 

0 

11.  Alderfen  -        -        - 

)l 

0 

12.  The  Harp 

4 

2 

13.  Trotightou's 

0 

3 

l4.  Butcher's 

a 

0 

15.  NortheJ   - 

04 

0 

19.  Whittlesey  North  Fen 

1078 

0 

24. —    Pryor's  Fen' 

im 

6 

Acres 
In  the  Middle  Level, 

4BM 

a 

Nu 

iiAber  t5.  Standground     - 

127 

16.  Farcett      -         -         - 

1102 

17.  Yaxley      -        - 

661 

18.  Sawtry      -        - 

218 

19.  Whittlesey  Flag  Fen      2078    ( 


) 


AAVfWlVltVRS'  LANDS.  ^\^ 

A.  K.  P. 

Number  20.  The  Middle  or  Soatb 

Pingle  -        -         59  0  0 

21 :  The  Middle,  &c.        .       731  0  0 

22.  Eastrea  Common      .       932  0  0 

23.  Glassmoor  by  the  Steads  646  0  0 
25.  Part  of  the  Wisbech  Com* 

mon     -        -        r.        491  2  0 


Acres     -        7049    0    0 


4.  K.  P. 

|o  the  North  fiev^l      -    4951  0  0 

|o  the  Middle  Level    •    7019  0  0 

Acres      1*2,000  0  0 


Tfie  Particulars  of  the  2000  Acres  granted  to  the 
Sari  of  Portland,  part  of  the  12,000  Acres,  (15 
Car.  //.  s.  3  ,)  and  now  vested  in  his  Assignees. 

In  the  North  Level. 

A.  R.     ^. 

}<^^iui^  19. 

F^^ts  2  ofid  3.  lifortb  IPep  -    -    1^7^    0    .0 
j[q  the  M>4dji<i  LeyeJ. 

PaiStJ.  Fl^,Feu,WJt4ttle^y-      7,03    2    .0 
Jj^umbeir  W..  Saw^ry     -        -        -      2,18    2    0 

Acres       2000    0    0 


Sonic  years  since,  the  owners  and  occapiev 
adventurers'  lands  were  in  the  constant  prac 
of  digging  up  land  for  turf,  which  was  used 
sold  for  fuel.    In  many  cases,  such  land  was  I 
dcred  quite  useless,  and  not  worth  the  am 
taxes.     In  some  cases,  there  were  lands  that 
been  taken  for  the  works  of  the  corporation, 
which  had  been  taken  out  of  the  charge  of  ti 
tion,  while  in  other  cnses,  the  land  charged  i 
the  corporation  tax  could  not  be  set  out  or 
covered.    Formerly,  the  board  from  time  to  t 
ujiou   aj)j»licatioii  of  the  piirticSj  took    tlicse 
cuinstances  into  consideration;  and  certain  I 
were  placed  upon  what  was  then  called  the 
Land  Roll.    A  few  years  since,  at  the  instan 
the  late  very  active  and  intelligent  register 
bert  Bevill,  Esq.),  the  contents  of  this  roll 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  board 
many  acres  (perhaps  not  to  the  satisfaction  c 
parties)  brought  into  charge.     The  followi 
the  schedule  of  the  lands  in  the  Middle  and  1^ 
Levels,  the  (axes  of  which  are  now  ordered  b 
board  to  be  annually  deducted. 
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THE  CUT  LAND  ROLL. — THB  TURF  ACT.  617 

Sort.        QotnUty.  Tax, 

Loty   No.  A.      R.    p.       £.      9,     d, 

1  •  23.  Several^  of  Well  and 

Welney,  A. 
Part  5.  In  th^  Wash    -    -    5      12    0      0    4    4^ 
a.    2.  Sutton,  in  North  Fen. 
Part  5.  Adjoining  the  Tveenty 

Feet  Drain     -    -    5      6    0  15      0  17    9| 
6«    8.  Mepal  Severals^  A. 
Parts.  Fonnerly  Whinne's 
and  Wigmore'a  - 
9.    9.  Byall  Fenn,  B.    -    - 
15.  19.  Warboy's,  &c.,  F.    - 
17.  22.  Severals  of  Well  and 
Welney,  F. 
Ptate.  Formerly  Rayen^B  -    5      10    0      Q    2  11 

Acrea    -  84    1  29  ^10    2    H 


4 

4 

0 

8 

0 

9 

5* 

4 

1 

3 

6 

0 

4 

24 

4 

70 

0 

0 

8 

8 

4 

TURF  ACT. 

The  Turf  Act  was  passed  23  Geo.  XXL  c.  25.—  Am.  p.  683. 
It  was  an  expedient,  and  by  no  means  a  pontic 
one,  for  enabling  the  corporation  to  lessen  the 
enormous  debt  of  35,000/.,  which  had  then  accu- 
mulated upon  their  resources  within  the  Middle 
and  South  Lievels. 

The  corporation  are  not  compellable,  but  are  Ap^^683. 
only  enabled,  to  redeem  the  tax.  The  impolicy 
and  utter  inefficiency  of  the  act,  as  a  financial 
measure,  was  soon  discovered  by  the  board ;  and 
no  taxes  are  now  released  on  any  pretence  what- 
ever. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  lands 
released  under  the  provisions  of  the  act.  Gene- 
rally speaking,  they  are  of  a  very  inferior  quality. 


HTATB  or  THE   BEDPOItO  LKVR 


tot,    No. 
I.     4.     Wentmore  Nurtti,  A* 

1.  23.    Do.  D.     - 

2.  2.     SuUon,  in  Norlh  Fen. 
Part  10.  ShortNorth  Ftii  Drove    . 

2.  15.     Upwood  Pen,  lying  next 

tonariU  Ramsey         -     '. 

3.  I.    Islobain  Commoti,  A. 
Part  1.  Furthest  fnim  the  rivor    ' 

2.  Neareirt  the  river         -    : 

4.  10.     Grunty  Fen,  C.     - 

5.  1.     iJuddenhiLiu  Coniiiion,  D. 
5.    3.     Suttcn,  South  uf  BedforJ 


».     fc.     r. 

10  0  0 

S    U    0 

«.  .. 
0  17 
OH 

8    0    0 

1    3 

46    a    0 

an 

6    0    0 
2J    0    0 
10    0    0 
36    0    0 

0  7 

1  IS 
i    5 

Parts.  Adjoining  hind,  called 
the  Besons 

6.  1.     IblehaiH  Common,  B, 

■   Fart  1.  Furthest  from  the  river 
^         2.  Nrartoit  the  river 

7.  1.      Islelmui  t  iminion,  C. 
Part  7-  Furthest  botn  tlje  jiv«- 

7.  6.     Methuold,  &c ,  1-. 

8.  2.     Hadtlvnhwn  Sevcriij^ 
Part  8.  The  Nether  Delphs    - 

8.    3.     Sutton,  South  of  Bedford 
river. 
Part  2.  Nortk  of  «ie  Gault 
Causeway 
Bwmell  Cquihooh,  A.     - 
10.  19.     Noroiaor    in   iCtwtterii^ 
next  to  Honey,  A. 
Witrhojs,  Sy;,  ii, 
Coxucsts,  in  Suttoii. 


10. 


10.  20. 

11.  3. 


15    0    0 

39    0    0 


20    lO    0 

9  9  D 


0  17 
8    8 


i    9 


14     0     ;0        ^5 


e 

1 

0 

« 

0   It 

2 

3i 

0 

a 

i    6 

4 

IG 

0 

0 

I  17 

3 

,3 

0 

0 

P  ^ 

Part  3.  Formerly  Carter's 


0     3  20         0     2 


tHB  tOlfP  MT  6t9 


a 

14 

0  G 

1  4 

6 

3 

21 

2  10 

1  17 

Si 

2 

12 

0  0 

0  14 

0 

4 

30 

0  0 

3  10 

0 

I 


Sort.  Qoanlity.  Tix. 

Loty    No.  A.      B.      p.         £.    «. 

It.    7*    Covcney  Severals^  D. 

Part  1.  Part  of  Mail  Fen 
11.  18.    RaveteyFciT        -         - 
13.    5.    Sir  llobert  Heath's  seve- 
ral gftitifidd,  id  Sotiatil 
Id;  13;     StiltdB  ConiiKion^ 

13.  1&    Upwood  Fei^  adjoining 

Whittlesey  Way         -    2        10    0    0        0  11    8 

14.  1.    Isleiiani  Common^  £>• 

t^artLfiirlhest  from  the  river    !2        64    3    8        3  15    7i 
to.  iy.    Nbrmobl'  irt  Chatteris,  ft. 

Burt  I .  North  ofihe  Forty  Fe*t 

9.  Smith  of  the  FVmy  F^t 

16.  12.    Nbrmooir  in  Chatteris^  C. 

]6i    d«    The  remainder  of  Helme 

Fen,  from  tlie  Earl  of 

•  •    •         - 

Portland  8  part 
tf.  1^     War^ys,  &c.,  H. 
it.  ^i    ^estmobr  Hbrth,  V.     - 
f§.  W.    ^Nte\vA\  Sdverah,  C. 

PsM  3.  FoMerl^  Waco's  -  I  27  ^  0  0  16  2| 
88.  Glasmioor  i>y  the  SCenAa  22(  6^0  0  9  5^ 
27.    Highway  Grounds         -    3  2    0    0        0    3    6 

«*  28.    Part  of  Holme  Fea       -    6      194    1  37  .  34    0    8| 

AvHHi     -    8^   «  28  ^£98  14    8} 


*  It  is  considered^  that  the  corporation  have  the  power  of  restraining 
tihe  owners  and  oednffierk  of  MveBttir^rs'  lahds  from  digging  the  same  up 
for  lurff  inasmuch  as  tlie  'land  may  not  afterwanls  be  worth  the  annual 
tax.  It  appears^  by  the  order  books,  that  this  has  been  done  both  before 
and  since  the  passing  of  the  General  Drainage  Act,  15  Car.  II. 


4 

42 

0  0 

4  18  0 

4 

41 

1  0 

5  0  11 

4 

Id 

0  0 

I  17  .<* 

6 

28 

2!^ 

5  0  6 

3 

10 

d  0 

0  17  6 

3 

10 

0  0 

0  17  6 

•     •    •■  •  ^ 


All  the  particulars  relative  to  the  lands  al 
to  the  corporation  and  its  adventurers  I 
been  noticed,  it  will  be  desirable  for  the  rea 
become  acquainted  with  the  reveoaes  by 
the  works  of  the  corporation  are  now  maint 
The  tax  is  annually  laid  at  the  April  nu 
by  the  ^vemor,  bailiffs,  and  consei-vators 
according  to  the  direction  of  the  act. 

A  single  tax  is  four-pence  au  acre  npc 
lands  of  the  worst  quality,  and  called  thi 
sort  or  degree;  eight-pence  an  acre  for  tl 
cond  sort;  one  shilling  for  the  third  sort 
so  on  for  all  the  eleven  sorts  into  whi( 
83,000  acres,  part  of  the  95,000  acres,  are  di 
The  remaining  13,000  acres  were  original 
creed  to  belong  to  the  King.  They  are  ch 
with  a  medium  tax,  which,  when  the  83,000 
are  taxed  at  a  single  tax,  is  thirteen-pen 
acre  *.    Of  course,  a  single  tax,  and  tbree-fi 


*  The  annual  tax  has  varied.  In  1671,  th«  tax  wsa 
a  tax  and  three  fourths,  having  been  previously  only  a 
one-fourth.  This  increase  is  stated  to  hare  taken  place 
sequence  of  a  debt  of  10,B60/.  Ot.  &id.,  due  to  Willi& 
Earl  of  Bedford.  It  was  subsequently  reduced  to  a 
one-fourth,  at  which  it  generally  continued  until  tbe  yei 
when  it  was  raised  to  a  t»x  nnd  three-fourths,  at  whic 
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of  a  single  tax^  amount  to  seven-pence  an  acre  for 
lands  of  the  second  sort^  and  so  on  in  proportion 
to  the  highest  sort.  And  the  medium  tax  upon 
the  part  of  the  12,000  acres  in  those  Levels^  is 
22IJ.  an  acre.  The  North  Level  *  has  for  many 
years  been  taxed  with  a  single  tax  and  one- 
quarter  of  a  single  tax,  which  amounts  to  five- 
pence  an  acre  for  the  first  sort ;  ten-pence  an  acre 
for  the  second  sort ;  and  so  on  in  the  same  pro- 
portion ;  and  for  the  part  of  the  1 2,000  acres  in 
the  North  Level,  the  medium  tax,  when  the  sorted 
lands  pay  a  tax  and  a  quarter,  is  \6id.  an  aci'e. 

The  annual  order  of  the  board  for  payment  of 
the  tax  requires  (for  the  part  of  the  8t3,000  acres 
of  land,  situate  in  the  Middle  and  South  Levels,) 
the  payment  of  a  single  tax,  according  to  the  seve- 
ral sorts,  before  the  end  of  the  month  of  June,  and 
of  the  three  quarters  of  a  single  tax  before  the 
end  of  the  month  of  November ;  and  for  the  part  of 
the  83,000  acres  in  the  North  Level,  three  quar« 
ters  of  a  tax  for  the  June  payment,  and  one-half 
for  the  November  payment :  and  for  the  part  of 
the  1^000  acres,  situate  in  the  Middle  and  South 

GontiDned  erer  since.  At  that  period^  the  corporation  debt 
aaiounted  to  the  enormous  sum  of  35^600/.^  and  a  considerable 
part  of  the  adventurers*  lands  became  invested  (as  it  was  termed) 
in  the  corporation,  no  purchasers  being  found  for  the  same 
when  forfeited  for  nonpayment  of  the  taxes.  The  corporation 
let  these  lands  by  auction  for  any  sum  they  could  obtain. 

*  The  revenues  of  the  North  Level,  as  will  be  seen  in  a 
futore  part  of  this  work,  have  been  separated  from  the  other 
two  Levels.     App.  p.  326. 
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Lt'Vt'ls,  thirteen -pence  three  fartltin^  an  «ore 
tlie  Novcjuber  payment;  and  for  the  pant  of 
1&,*00(>  acres,  situute  in  the  North  Level,  a 
pence  three  fnrthiugs  an  acre  for  the  June  | 
iiienl,  antl  six-ponce  an  Dci-e  for  tlws  Noveir 
pay^ient,  muler  the  pemilty  of  three  shillings 
fuur-peiicefor  every  twenty  shillings, and  iifluri 
rate  for  every  less  sum  that  shuU  be  in  arrear 
unpaitlirt  thei'iid  of  each  of  those  tiiontlts. 


3y,e  4rr«ar  Roll. 

If  the  tax  and  penftlty  are  not  paid  prerioofi 
the  pHl»lic  meeting  at  Kly,  in  tUo  month  of  A 
t)ie  same  is  placed  tiponM'iKil  is  tenned  the  At 
Holl,  which  contains  tite  description  and  qoj 
ties  of  the  land  in  arrear,  the  names  oPtlie«wi 
and  the  anioiintof  ttie  tux  iiiul  |ienally.  The  i! 
of  proceeding  to  sale  is  i-ather  curious.  Th 
gister  reads  from  the  roll  the  full  partieula 
each  lot,  and  then  demands  wimt  quantity  ani 
will  take  forthe  amount  of  the  tax  and  pefii 
and  should  any  one,  for  instance,  say  he  will 
the  tenth, the  register  then  inquires,  if  uuy  ojic 
take  less  than-tbat  quantity,  uatit4ie4as.at,l<i 
oMnined  the  amount  of  the  tax  and  pentkyfo 
smallest  possible  quantity. 

So  long  since  as  the  year  1G78,  this  mode  ol 
cecding  was  questioned,  aiul  tlie  ri^ht  of  the 
poratipn.^tablishcd,  as  ,wiJl  ijc  seen  fcMm  ti^' 
lowing  case : 


Urown  V.  iJammond. 

*'  I8th  January,  1678. 
*'  The  plaintiff  set  forth,  that  he  was  seised  of 
^'  300  acres  of  land  in  the  Fens,  which  he  demised 
^  to  Allisonj  at  50/.  rent  for  t'WO  years,  and  after, 
^  at  60/.  rent.  The  lessee  covenanted  to  pay  all 
^*  taxes^  -30/.  tax  was  in^posed,  and  3/.  penalty  in- 
^  curred;  the  lessee  having  8ufficiei>t  rent  in  hia 
'*  hands  to.pay  the -33/,,  combined  with  the  defen- 
**  dadt,  one  of  the  conservators,  to  defeat  him  bf 
his  inheritance,  and  forbore  to  pay  the  33/.  The 
ofllicers  appointed  to  sell  by  the  laws  of  the  Pens, 
<'  sold  100  acres  of  the  300,  for  the  33/.,  to  the  de- 
'^  fendant,  a  commissioAdr;  ^€Yea$  the  IXIOacires 
"•Wtere  Worth  400/.,  to>be  sold. 

*^  '^he'^iefendant  denied  combioatioui  and  pleads 
^led^o'tlie  rest  the  StatOte  of  draining;  and^hat 
^be%a^'<vas'tnaidefico0idingto  and  by  vtrtik;  of 
"Hl«*e  statutes. 

*"  fhe'lK>rd'ChtinceIlcifr  allowed"  the  plea,  for  he 
•*  cdnld  not  relieve  contrary  to  ail  afct  of  parlia- 
**  ment;  and  if  he  should,  it  wonfd  destroy  the 
'**  whole  economy  of  ttie  preservation,  of  the  Fens; 
^aod  eom pared  it  to  the  case  of  a  mortgagiH*  of 
^hMisiTS  in  Londim  6f:great  value,  that  slM)uld  be 
^* settled  by  the  judges,  according  to  those  acts 
^'  iBtfde Ttmcerrrtng  "ixmdon  to  be  rebuilt.  The 
**  court  could  not  examine  any  sale  on  pretence  tif 
^  equity.** 

The  quantity  on  the  arrear  roll  has  varied  from 
timtf  to-tittie.  Sometimes,  upwards  of -2(^000  acres 
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became  forfeited  for  nonpayment  of  taxes.  For 
several  years,  not  one  acre  has  been  forfeited  other- 
wise than  through  a  mistake,and  for  want  ofmoney 
to  pay  the  tax  at  the  stated  period.  In  order  to  re- 
lieve titles  from  difficulties,  lands  liave  f>een  some- 
times put  lip  to  sale,  as  forfeited  lands,  with  a 
view  of  obtaining'  a  bargain  and  sale  under  tljc 
corporate  seat.  Such  a  bargain  and  sale  will  confer 
an  unexceptionable  title.  But,  of  course,  thisisa 
dangerous  experiment,  as  any  individual  may  bid, 
and  thus  deprive  the  owner  of  part  of  the  estate. 


ParticuLirs  of  the  Adventurers'  Lands,  with  the 

tjuantitii  charged  at  each  sort  or 

degree  under 

the  Tax  Aet,  20  Car 

.  //.  c.  2. 

(lm.Utr. 

SioglcTta. 

£.     s.    4. 

The  Ist  sort  at  id,  per  acre 

7^1    0   0 

126  10    4 

»    -    .    8    -    .     . 

17,710   2   0 

6S0    7    0 

3    .    -12    -     -    - 

26,715    1    0 

1335  15    3 

4    -       16    -    -    - 

22,628    0    0 

1508  10    8 

s   -     ao   -   -    - 

4,642    a    0 

386  17    6 

6    -    2i.0d.-    -    - 

1,670    3    0 

167     1    6 

7    -    Hs.id.-    -    - 

789    0    0 

92     1    0 

8    -    i).Sd.-    -    - 

447    3  32 

59  14    H 

9    -    3s.0d.-    -     - 

368    0    0 

55    4    0 

10    -    S,.4d.-    -    - 

53    0    0 

8  16    8 

11     -    3s.ed.-    -    - 

384    0    8 

70    8    2i 

83,000    0    0 

4401    6    7} 

And,  on  the  remainder,being 

the  lands  granted  to  th< 

kuig,  estimated  at  a  me- 

dium at  13d.  per  acre  - 

12,000    0    0 
95^00    0    0 

050    0    0 

Acres    -    - 

£5051    6    7i 
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The  Adventurers^  Lands^  with  the  Particulars  of 
the  Quantity/  lying  in  the  different  Levels,  charged 
at  each  Sort* 


Smttli  Level. 

Middle  Le»d. 

NoitliLe»d. 

• 

A..       R.   P. 

A.      R.     P. 

A.      R.  p. 

ThebtSott.    7160    0    0 

6    3    0 

424    2    0 

3 

-     1466S    2    0 

3044    0    0 

8 

-      7699    0    0 

16016    1    0 

4000    0    0 

4 

-     3759   1  0 

17136    3    0 

1732    0    0 

5 

-       1680    3    0 

2321    3    0 

440    0    0 

6 

96    2    0 

1494    1    0 

80    0    0 

7 

781    0    0 

8    0    0 

/ 

8 

191    3  32 

256    0    0 

9 

364    0    0 

4    0    0 

10 

53    0    0 

• 

. 

11 

384    0    8 

86636    0    0 

39487    2    0 

A.        R.    P. 

6676    2    0 

South  Level  -    - 

86836    0    0 

Middle  Uvel     - 

39487    2    0 

North  Level. 

6676    2    0 

• 

83,000    0    0 

The  king's  12,000  actes^ 

Middle  Level    - 

7049  0  0 

North  Level 

4951     0    0 

12,000    0    0 

Acres    -    96,000    0    0 

TOL.  I. 


2s 


The  Particulars  of  the  Tax,  calculated  when  a  T> 
arid  three  t/uirrters  are  charged  for  the  Aftdc 
and  South  Levels,  and  a  Tax  and  a  quarter  uu 
the  North  Level. 

The  single  tax  (including  the  mcdliiin  tax  of 
\Zd.  per  acre  upon  the  l^jOOOacres  originally 
ftllotted  to  tlie  king.) 

£■    I.  d. 

'  North  Level       - 

Middle  Level    -    277!   1"  II 
^  South  Level      -     I(i44     I     0         4415   IS] 


5051     6^ 

A  qgnrter  tax  on  the  whole  1262  Ift 

A  half  tax  ou  the  Middle  and  South  LeveU,  , 

being  subject  to  a  tax  asd  a  quarter  only,  3207  Ift^ 

Total     =6  8522 
Deduct  tax  released  under 

the  North  Level  Act,  27  

Geo.  U. 

Tax  relensed  under  the 
Turf  Act  in  the  Middle 
and  South  Levels 


59  19    2k 


93  14    9|        153  14 


^8903    8 


North  Level  Tax,  deducting  tax  releesedi 
June  tax  -  440  1 1     3J 

November  tax  -  293  14     2 


Middle  and  South  Level  Tax,  deducting  tax 
released  under  the  Turf  Act,  (page  617.) 
June  tax        -  4362    7    7i 
November  Ux  32/1    15     Sj 
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North  Level. 

£.   t.  if. 
Amount  of  June  tax,  by  calculation  as  above     440  1 1  3| 

Amount  of  November  tax,  by  calculation  as 

above  -  -  -  -  293  14  2 

Nett  amount  of  the  tax  for  the  North  Level    £  7S4    6  bi 


m 


mmi^i 


Middle  and  South  Levels. 

Amount  of  the  June  tax,  by 
calculation  as  above      -  4362    7    7i 

Deduct  for  land  not  ascer- 
tained, (vide  Cut  Land 
Roll,  p.  616.)  -  .        5  16    6 

AjBOunt  of  November  tax, 

by  Qalcnlation  as  above   3271  15    8| 
Deduct  for  land  not  ascer*- 

tained,  (vide  Cut  Land 

RoU,p.616.}    -  -       4    6    7i 


4356  12    1{ 


Nett  amount  of  the  tax  for  the  Middle  and 


3207    9    1 


South  Levels         -  -  -     aJGSii    I    ^ 


The  Tax,  according  to  the  Tax  Roll. 

North  Level. 
Nett  June  tax  -  -  -        -    44K)  12    U 

N«tt  November  tax   ...        >    293  14    5^ 

jg784    6    7 

Middle  and  South  Levels. 
Nett  June  tax  -  -  -        -  4356  14  lO^ 

Nett  November  tax    -  -  -        *  3267  13    3| 

^7624    8    U 
2s2 


App.  p.  692, 
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In  the  tax  roll  many  of  the  lots  are  divided  into 
smaller  quantities.  In  the  above  calculations, 
they  are  computed  by  the  whole  lots.  The  frac- 
tions occasion  the  difference. 

The  board,  from  the  earliest  period,  have  mani- 
fested great  anxiety  to  provide  proper  regulations 
for  the  collection  of  the  taxes,  as  will  be  seen  front 
the  following  orders: 

"  Whereas  it  appears  to  this  court,  that  divers 
frauds  aod  inconveniences  liavc  happened  to  pur- 
chasers by  the  undue  payment  of  adventure  tuxts 
at  the  respective  days  and  times  when  they  are 
yearly  ordered  and  appointed  to  be  paid:  now,  to 
the  end  to  prevent  such  inconveniences  and  frauds 
for  the  future,  this  court  hath  thought  it  fit,  and 
ordered,  and  doth  hereby  order,  that  the  receiver 
to  the  corporation  for  the  time  being,  do  for  the 
future  take  particular  care,  tliat  he  do  not  receive 
of  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  any  tax  or 
taxes  due  in  November  for  a  November  tax,  when 
the  party  or  parties  paying  the  same  is  or  are  in 
arrear  of  the  preceding  June  tax,  but  that  the  June 
tax  be  first  discharged  before  the  November  tax 
be  received.     11th  April,  1695." 

"  Ordered,  that  the  receiver  do  not,  in  any  case 
whatever,  take  any  tax  without  the  penalty,  after 
the  day  the  same  is  incurred,  nor  lay  down  money 
for  any  person,  without  an  express  desire  in  writ- 
ing for  so  doing.    April  meeting,  1755." 

The  lot  book  of  the  corporation,  which  ought 
to  contain  the  names  of  all  the  several  owners  of 


"^ 
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the  adventurers*  lands,  bad,  however,  prior  to  the 
year  1815,  been  suffered  to  fall  into  great  confu- 
sion. The  board  took  the  subject  into  considera- 
tion; and  ultimately  directed  the  then  register  to 
form  an  entirely  new  lot  book ;  which  being  com- 
pleted^  in  order  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
^milar  mistakes,  and  for  the  guidance  of  the 
proprietors  of  adventurers*  lands,  the  following 
orders  and  regulations  were  made  by  the  board : 

**  Ordered,  that  a  copy  of  the  tax-order  be  fixed 
on  the  door  of  the  Shire  Hall  at  Ely,  every  Thurs- 
day during  the  month  of  May,  as«a  public  notice 
to  all  parties  concerned,  of  the  amount  of  the  tax; 
and  the  times  of  payment ;  and  that  a  copy  be  kept 
banging  up  at  the  Fen  Office,  and  at  the  Receiver's 
honse."* 

^^  Ordered,  that  the  register,  after  the  tax  is  laid, 
yearly  make  a  roll,  shewing,  according  to  the  lot 
book,  the  names  of  the  owners,  the  quantity  of 
land  charged,  and  the  amount  of  tax  to  be  paid 
by  each  proprietor ;  which  roll  is  to  be  delivered 
to  the  receiver,  as  soon  after  the  April  meeting  as 
practicable.** 

^  Ordered,  that  the  name  of  any  new  owner  be 
not  entered  in  the  lot  book  or  the  tax  roll,  except 
the  conveyance  is  registered,  or  the  certificate  of 
his  being  in  possession  as  heir  at  law,  or  the  pro- 
bate  or  copy  of  the  will  under  which  he  takes, 
have  been  sent  to  the  Fen  Office.*' 

'*  Resolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  meeting,  that 
the  act  of  parties  in  dividing  or  describing  the 
lots,  cannot  affect  the  right  of  the  corporation  t^ 
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tax  ciKh  owner  with  the  quantity  be  actual^ 
possesses  by  the  acre,  accordiog  to  the  number  ql 
acres  m  the  whole  lot,  although  it  falls  short  4 
statute  measure."  I| 

*'  Resolved  also,  that  when  it  is  clearly  n>aA 
out,  that  a  whole  tot,  upon  being  divided,  fe^ 
short  of  statute  measure;  and  that  tiic  &xsi  • 
any  subsequent  owner,  has  sold  off  part  as  stattM 
measure,  or  by  any  other  description,  »'hereb| 
any  owner  gets  the  whole,  or  an  undue  portioir  o 
ttie  fiUI  slioi-t  charged  to  him  ;  that  in  such  casfll 
tbe  diflfcreoee  of  such  measure  he  divided  to  cai^ 
of  tbe  owners  of  the  lot,  in  proportioa  to  the  huH 
possessed  by  each."  > 

"  Oi-dered,  that  the  receiver  make  out  sepaiiM 
receipts  for  each  owner,  according  to  the  tax  roiU 
in  the  names  and  quantities,  and  do  others,  who 
ever  may  pay  the  tax." 

"  U'hen  :in  oiviut  convt-ys  part  of  his  land,  ani 
the  purchaser  neglects  to  i-egister  his  conveyaocf 
the  receiver  cannot  divide  tbe  tax  charged  in  tb 
tax  roll;  he  is  therefore  required  to  receive  tb 
whole  ainonnt  or  none  of  it :  and  as  this  is  occa 
stoned  by  the  default  of  the  purchaser,  orderec 
that  if  suoh  owner  tender  to  the  receiver  tb 
amount  of  tbe  tax  and  penalties  for  his  part  of  tb 
land,  what  is  to  be  sold  for  the  taxes  in  arrear  an 
penalties,  is  hercl>y  directed  to  be  takea  out  of  tb 
land  of  such  new  purchaser;  and  if  the  amount  < 
the  tax  and  penal  tiesexceed  the  probable  produc 
of  his  land,  the  board,  before  such  sale  takt 
place,  will  make  such  orders,  as  will  be  a  prote< 
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tion  ^gdin^t  the  ^onsequtaoe  of  tbe.  neglect  o$ 
such  new  purchaser.^ 

It  may  be  observed-  in  conclusion,  that  by  a  App.  p.  en, 
specific  clause  in  tbe  bond  act  (29  Geo.  IJ),  tbfs 
cgi^ratioa  are  empowered  to  tax  the  63,000 
adies  with  3uoli  taa^  as  tbej  may  judge  necessary  { 
bttt  when  we  coqsider  the  high  state  of  perfeotioi^ 
wttch.  almost  all  the  great  works  of  the  corpo: 
ration  have  recently  attained,  reasonable  hope* 
ittty  be  indulged,  that  if  the  seasons  contioue 
{tropitions,  the  owners  of  adventurers*  land  m^y 
look  forwa^rd  with  confidence  to  the  discharge 
of  their  debt)  and  even  tbe  reduction  of  the  pre^ 
sent  taxation,  at  no  immeasurable  distance  oC 
fiine.. 


Public  Houses* 


Another  source  of  revenue  arises  firom  the  ma*  Pabik  Uoaaei. 
oual  rent  of  public  bouses  situate  within  the  Bed* 
ibrd  Level.  Many  of  them  being  stationed  upon 
tbe  banks  of  the  corporation,  afford  accommo-. 
dation  to  travellers  and  labourers  employed  in 
tbe  vicinity;  the  latter,  particularly  in  times  of 
flood,  are  there  supplied  with  food  and  shelter, 
during  their  daily  and  nightly  exertions  in  the 
protection  of  property  to  a  gi*eat  extent.  It  may 
not  be  useless  to  state  tbe  names  and  situation  of 
these  public  bouses,  with  their  annual  value  at  the 
last  letting* 

Uakss  peculiar   circumstances   intervene  to 


fiSlB' 
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prevent  such  a  course 

they  are  let  every  six  yeara 

by  public  auction. 

Ainial 

Public  Hoaseji. 

Where  tiluate. 

nm. 

1  Fish    . 

Sutton  Chain    . 

.£20 

2  Anchor 

Sutton  Gautt    . 

.    37 

3  Three  Pickerills   . 

Mepal  Bridge   . 

.    45 

4  Three  Horse- shoes 

Oxlode     . 

.    22 

fl  Crown 

Do. 

.     15 

6  Crown 

Welney     . 

.    30 

7  Dog  and  Duck     . 

Hilgay      . 

.    38 

8  Hardwicke  Arms 

Hermitage 

.     12 

9  Fish    . 

Sutton  Gault    . 

.    SO 

10  Three  Fishes 

Welches  Dam  . 

.    30 

H  Three  Fishes 

Do. 

.    4S 

12  Three  Tuns 

Welney     . 

.    57 

13  Green  Man 

Do. 

.      S 

14  Chequer      . 

Purl's  Bridge     . 

.    34 

15  Ship    . 

Do. 

.    39 

16  Plough 

near  Littleport  Bridge  43 

17  Plough  &  Fleece 

Southery  . 

.    14 

18  Ship 

Denver  Sluice   . 

.  ISO 

19  Black  Pots 

Horseway 

.    19 

20  Chequers     . 

Boot's  Bridge    . 

5 

«696 

Tolls. 

The  traffic  along  the  several  banks,  and  over 
the  several  bridges,  is  now  very  considerable;  and, 
with  a  view  as  well  to  make  some  compensation 
to  tbe  corporation  for  the  injury  received  tbereby, 


t^ 
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as  also  to  preserve  their  exclusive  ownership  to 
such  banks  and  bridges,  tolls  are  taken  in  different 
parts  of  those  banks  and  bridges.  The  tolls  are 
let  triennially,  at  the  April  meeting;  and  the  an- 
nual income  at  the  last  letting,  in  April,  1825, 
amounted  to  98/. 

Since  that  letting,  an  almost  entirely  new  source  ifermita^ 
of  revenue  has  accrued  to  the  corporation,  in  con-  brid^'tou. 
sequence  of  the  erection  of  the  new  sluice  and 
c^ast-iron  bridge  over  the  Ouze,  at  the  Hermitage; 
and  by  the  scouring  out  the  old  branch  of  the 
river  (called  the  West  River)  leading  from  Earith 
to  Ely.  The  tolls  of  the  sluice,  and  of  the  bridge 
over  the  same,  were  let,  until  April,  1828,  at  the 
annual  sum  of  210/.,  but  the  present  rent  is  now 
160/.  An  excellent  and  recently  completed  road 
to  Cambridge,  through  Willingham,  forms  the 
plrasantest  as  well  as  the  nearest  communication 
between  the  Fens  and  the  town  of  Cambridge. 
This  communication  has  also  been  greatly  facili- 
tated, by  the  readiness  of  the  parishioners  of 
Willingham  to  forward  the  interests  of  the  cor- 
poration ;  in  return  for  which  attention,  they  are 
permitted,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  corporation, 
to  pass  toll-free  across  the  Hermitage  Bridge, 
upon  the  payment  of  five  shillings  annually.  The 
corporation  and  their  officers  have  a  right  to  pass 
toll-free  through  their  common  gate. 
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Banks  and  Fisheries. 


Tbe  banks  and  fisheries  of  ihe  several  rit 
belonging  to,  and  vested  in  tlie  corporation,)! 
also  let  in  luta  triennially,  at  tbe  April  oieetl 
It  docs  not  appear  inuterial  to  particolariz*!  f 
property,  l^e  present  annual  incoaie  amo^ 
to  itSbt.  Is.  for  ttie  banks;  and  71^  6s.  foH 
fisheries.  l| 

■  « 

Cottages. 

In  times  of  flood  and  pressure  of  water  ag^l 
tlie    txinks,  the   corporation    found   it  extrea 
convenient  to  have  labourers,  accustomed  toi 
peculiar   kind  of  work  necessary  to  conntei 
any  danger  to  the  country,  re^dent  upon  i 
near  the  banks ;  and  as,  in  many  places,  e| 
existed  between  the  foot  of  llie  bunk  and  the 
joining  lands,  and  as  the  board  has  hitherto  g^ 
encoui'tigement  to  poor  persons  to  erect  cotta 
they  are  now  very  numerous;  but  recently, 
board  has  not  granted  leave  to  erect  cottages, 
matter  of  course.  This  permission  operates  als 
an  inducement  to  poor  labourers  to  lay  by  & 
part  of  their  hard  earnings,  in  the  hope  of  Ix 
able  to  erect  a  cottage,  under  the  sanction 
protection  of  the  corporation.     Persons  thus 
itirous  uf  building,  apply  for  land  by  petitioi 
the  April  meeting,  and  an  order  is  made  for 
register  to  make  out  a  lease  accordingly, 
board  always  pays  particular  attention  to  all 
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make  application  respecting  property  of  this  na- 
ture ;  and  frequently,  in  the  case  of  death  or  mar* 
riage,  acts  as  a  court  of  equity.  The  cottages  are 
under  the  charge  of  the  several  superintendents ; 
and  tbe  annual  income^  from  this  source  of  reve- 
Dne, amounts  to  111/.  17^.  6J. 

Besides  these  revenues,  there  are  several  sums 
paid  to  the  corporation  for  acknowledgments  of 
encroachment  upon  their  property,  as  well  as  for 
tlie  grant  of  improvable  leases^  the  amount  of 
irtiicb,  although  trifling  in  appearance,  may  yet 
be  of  essential  importance  to  the  corporation  at 
some  future  period.  At  the  present  time,  they 
ammmt  to  the  sum  of  50/.  I3s.  6d. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  add  a  summary  of  the 
ordinary  annual  income,  under  the  varied  heads 
already  stated :  — 

The  Tax 

Penalties 

Public  Houses    .        .        •        . 

Tolls  (including  the  Hermitage) 

Banks  and  Fisheries 

Acknowledgments,  &c. 

Cottages 

Annual  payment  from  the  River 
Nene  Commissioners,  towards 
the  repair  of  Standground, 
Salter's  Lode,  and  Old  Bed- 
ford Sluices    ....  45     0    0 

Total    average    revenue    of  the 


£. 

«. 

d. 

7624 

8 

u 

104 

15 

8 

696 

0 

0 

318 

0 

0 

1059 

12 

0 

50 

13 

5 

lli 

17 

6 

corporation    ....    ^e  10,010    6    8i 


;.        Ilitvin^  stated  the  annual  iocoine  and  gH 
rcsom-ces  of  the  corporation,  we  raay  now  toil 
attention  to  the  mode  in  which  that  iacoma 
those  resources  are  applied,  under  the  direoCi 
the  hoard,  for  the  general  benetit  and  improve! 
of  the  country.    It  must  be  ohvious,  from  the] 
liar  nature  of  the  works  of  drainage,  and  tbej 
extent  of  the  barrier  hanks,  as  well  as  thei 
course  of  rivers  throughout  tlie  Level,  tbarf 
amount  of  the  annual  expenditure  must  ba 
unequal ;    although    (highly  to  the  honor  ^ 
board)    the  greater  part  of  the  barrier  baidl 
in  a  most  excellent  state,  and  nearly  all  the  1) 
of  drainage  greatly  improved.     It  is  indeed 
possible  to  fofuscc  coiisL'fiiiciiCLS  tliut  may 
from  adverse  seasons  ;  hut  it  would  be  hard, ' 
the  immense  expense  recently  incurred,  by 
iog  the  Eau  Brink  Cut,  and  works  incident  t 
to,)  if  the  flood  waters  should  rise  as  high 
continue  as  long  as  heretofore.      Still  hon 
hazard  is  inseparable  from  the  nature  of  fen 
perty;  and  it  will  ever  be  politic  in  the  c 
ration  to  look  forward  to,  and  provide  for,  e 
which  may  be  productive  of  the  most  fatal  ca 
ties,  should  they  unhappily  occur  when  the  c 
ration  are  unprepared. 

At  the  annual  April  meeting,  the  board 
into  consideration  the  state  of  the  finances,  a 


-) 
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the  ways  and  means  for  the  ensuing  year.  No 
money  is  voted  for  works,  requiring  any  material 
expense,  except  at  this  meeting. 

The  ordinary  ways  and  means  of  the  corpora- 
tion, according  to  an  estimate  made  upon  the 
expenditure  of  the  years  1807,  1808,  1809,  1810, 
and  1811,  enabled  the  board  at  that  time  to  allot 
for  the  Barrier  Banks  the  annual  sum  of  2551 A  1^.; 
and  for  the  Minor  Banks,  including  the  Tongs, 
787/.  6s.  9d.  These  sums  are  made  the  basis  of 
the  scale  by  which  the  amount  of  the  allotments 
is  now  fixed ;  and  whatever  increase  or  decrease 
may  take  place,  it  has  been  resolved  by  the  board, 
that  such  increase  or  decrease  shall  be  made  to 
all  the  banks  in  equal  proportion  (that  is  to  say) ; 
adding  or  deducting  to  or  from  each  allotment, 
one- fourth,  one-fifth,  or  other  proportion,  accord- 
ing to  the  sum  which  the  board  may  annually  be 
able  to  allow  for  the  banks. 


Barrier  Banks. 

• 

Per  MUc. 

Bfilei.       iff.    «.   d. 

£.     i.    d. 

From  Swavesey  to  Mepal  -    *    9  at  27    4  0 

244  16  0 

Mepal  to  Denver  Sluice      -    -  16  -  48  14  6 

780  12  0 

Earitb  to  Welche'a  Dam    -    -    9  -  48  14  6 

438  10  6 

Welche's  Dam  to  Denver  Sluice    6  -  48  14  6 

6  -  73  14  6 

734  14  0 

Standffround  Bank  ----2-2740 

54    80 

Whittleaey  Field  to  Giiyhirn  -    2-27    ^  0\  „^    ^ 

6  -  48  14  el  ^    ^^ 


je2r>6i    1  0 
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Minor  Burds. 

Buiilci  of  tlie  Cam. 

FcrMiW. 

MIlM.     £.    •.  J. 

5wiimiani&Botti«hunDilitrict4  al    3  10  0 

WaU-ibench  Letel  ----4-210  Oi 

2    -  10     0  O) 


Middle  Fen  District 


Burnt  Pen  District 


Fdtwell  District 


Wlgny  West  Fen  - 
Littlcport  District 


inks  of  tlic  Oicee. 

-  -     -  JJ  »t  10  0 
•)}  -  22  0 

•    -    -  5    -  22  0 

3J  -  10  0 

-  -    -  21  -  2-2  0 
li  ■  10  0 

-  -    -  I     -  10  0 

-  -    -  B    -  22  0 
Bnnks  of  tlic  Tong«  Drain. 

8i  -  23  0 


11/ 

"1 
0/ 

"] 
0/ 

0 

11 


i 

i 

Hl| 

atfi 

\ 

•I 
tsAi 

J 
1* 


10 

198^ 


s7«r 


In  consequence  of  the  very  heavy  expenst 
rurred  in  widening  and  deepening  the  One  1 
dred  Feet  River,  the  forming  and  making 
Cradge»  bank  on  the  wash  side  of  the  One  I 
dred  Feet  River,  and  the  erection  of  new  si 
at  the  Hermitage,  Salter's  Lode,  Old  Bedford 
Wellmore  Lake,  the  board,  at  the  April  mee 
A.  D.  1828,  reduced  the  annual  allotments 
seventh  for  all  the  banks.    The  whole  of  the  v 

*  Thii  term  is  well  kaown  In  the  Pens ;  it  is  a  corr 
froDi  the  word  "  Ridge,"  and  means  raising  a  small  ba 
the  top  of  the  old  bonk,  to  prevent  the  flood  waters  over-n. 
into  the  adjoiQing  lands. 
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m  the  One  Hundred  Feet  River  and  washes  bieing 
now  completed^  and  the  other  general  wwks  of  the 
corporation  in  good  repair,  the  baling  also  entirely 
diverted  from  the  great  south  bank  of  the  One 
Hvadred  Feet  River,  to  the  Cradge  bank,  a  still  App.  p.  795. 
greater  redaction  took  place  at  the  last  April  meet- 
hig,  (A.D.  1829).  The  annual  allotments  now 
stand  as  follow : 

Barrier  Banks. 

From  Swavesey  to  Mepal        -        -    145    0  8 

Mepal  to  Denver  Sluice          -    469     1  8 

Earith  to  Welche's  Dam         -    325  17  7 

Welche's  Dam  to  Denver  Sluice  42Q  14  10 

Standground  Bank           -        1  040  13  i 
Whittlesey  Field  to  Guyhim    J 


^61619    7 

10 

Minor  Bmk*. 

Banks  of  the  Cam. 

From  Swaffham  to  Bottisbam    - 

-      8  11 

5 

Waterbeacb  Level 

-    25  14 

3 

Banks  of  the  Onze. 

Middle  Fen  district 

.    116  U 

10 

Burnt  Fen  district 

-     124    9 

8 

Feltwell  district 

-      60    1 

11 

Hilgay  West  Fen   ... 

8  11 

5 

Littleport  district  .        -        - 

.    170    1 

4 

Banks  of  the  Tong's  Drun 

.     160  12 

4 

Total  Minor  Banks,  &c. 

674  17 

2 

Total  Barrier  Banks 

1619    7 

10 

^2294    5 

J) 
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The  application  of  the  money  yearly  allotted  I 
the  repairs  and  maintenance  of  the  banks  oft 
corporation,  is  left  to  the  several  aupertntenden 
to  be  expended  according  to  the  anaual  rep< 
made  by  them,  in  tbeir  respective  divisions,  n 
ject  to  such  orders  as  may  be  made  by  the  boat 
care  being  taken  every  year,  that  all  ineqnali| 
in  the  height  of  the  banks  are  made  np,  by| 
serving  a  level  top,  in  order  that  tlie  expenset 
cradging  in  times  of  flood  may  be  saved. 

The  corporation  have  l.itely  incuri-ed  a  en 
derable  expense  beyond  tbeir  annual  outlay, 
borrowing  money,  in  consequence  of  unfortaii 
disputes  with  contractors,  and  parliamentary  | 
ceediugs;  but  it  is  hoped  those  extra  dema 
will  not  again  occur,  at  least,  for  some  time. 

The  remaining  charges  on  the  funds  of  the  f 
poration  consist  in  the  payment  of  the  ann 
salaries  to  the  officers,  repairs  of  pnblic  hoi 
and  sluices,  and  sums  allowed  to  the  register 
officers  for  traveling,  interest  upon  the  debt, 
penses  of  the  Fen  office,  and  of  the  meeting! 
the  hoard. 
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The  following  is  a  general  statement  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  corporation  for  the  year  1829 : 


'INTEREST  paid  on  Bonds— 

On  18,100/.  one  year,  at  H,  per  cent. 
•  On  6,000/.  ditto,  at  6/.  per  cent. 

SALARIES  paid.— One  year- 
Mr.  Well:!,  Register     - 

Same,  proportion  of  gratuity  from 
April  1828,  to  February  1829, 
at  70/.  per  annum,  by  order  of 
the  Board   -        -        -        - 
Mr.  Girdlestone,  Auditor 
Mr.  Eirans,  Receiirer  and  Expenditor 
General     -        -        -        -        - 
Mr.  Marshall,  Serjeant  at  Mace 
Mr.  Dyson.  Engineer     - 
Mr.  Hills,  Collector  of  Cottage  Rents 
Mr.  John  Little,  Superintendent 
Mr.  Owen,  ditto    -        .         •        • 
Mr,  Sedgeley,  ditto        ... 
Mr.  Joseph  Little,  ditto  -        •        • 
Mr.  Stevens,  Sluice-keeper 
Mr.  Pinnock,  ditto         ... 
Mr.  Bowker,  ditto  ... 

Mr.  Baker,  ditto  .  -  .  - 
Mr.  Owen,  ditto  -  .  -  . 
Mr.  Lepla,  ditto    .        *        -        - 

ANNUITIES,  Taxes,  and  other  Annual 
Payments :— - 
Elisabeth  Ayres,  one  year's  annuity  - 
Ann  Young  ditto 

Ellen  Hartley  ditto      - 

Lucy  Carter  ditto 


724    0    0 
250    0    0 

200    0    0 


54 

8 

7 

100 

0 

0 

120 

0 

0 

10  10 

0 

260 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

65 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

90 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 
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Julin  Bond,  ye&rly  allowance  for  Kr-  S   ».  i 

vices          -         -         -        -        -  200(1 
Wisbech    nnd    Chiittcria    Turnpike 

Tnisteeu,  yearly  payment     -         -  30  0   ^ 

Eau  Brink  Drainage  Tax,  one  year  -  34  6    1 

Middle  Level  River  Tax,  ditto        -  11  8    ( 

South  Level  River  Tax,  two  years    -  3  61 

Willingham  Tithe  for  Holts,  one  year  I  0 
Rent  of  Cottage  for  William  Foreman, 

two  years  -         -         -         -         -  6  0' 

FEN  OFFICE  Charges :— (these  of  course 

vary  every  year).  jj 

General  DiBburaeincntsfor  Fen  Office, viz. — 

'     Rent 91  15 

Assessed  Taxes,Tilhea,  and  Insurance  32  16 
Water  Rates,  Celler  Rent,  and  Lamp 

trimming  -         -         _        -        .  7  17 

Coiumoas      -----  7  18 

Books,  Stationery,  and  Printing        •  SI  7 

Allowance  for  Servant     -         -         -  47    0 

Coals  a.id  Candles           ...  10  10 

Postage,  carriage,  and  porterage       -  35  10 

Miscellaiieoiis  disburscnientB  -         -  6  17 

Register's  bill  for  traveling  expenses  1)1  2 

Ditto  for  law  charges       -         .         -  37    5 


WORKS. — Expenditure  for  Works  as 
under: 

CradgeBanii,  Messrs. Martin  and  Co, 

as  by  contract    -         -         -         -      3,846    5 

Ditto,     —  Bills  and  day  labour     -         497  18 

Ditto,  ——  Superintendent  and  as- 
sistants    .         .         -         .         -  56  14 

Old  Bedford  Sluice — Bills  and  day  la- 
bour   1,338  10 

Denver  Sluice,— Bills      -         .         .  81  13 
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Public  Houses. — Bills  for  building  aud 


repairing    -        -         -         -         - 
Miscellaneous  Works — Bills    - 

MIDDLE  LEVEL,  NORTH  DIVISION, 

Allotments. 

Expenditure  by  Mr.  John  Little,  the 
superintendent,  in  the  under- men- 
tioned works : — 

The  Barrier  Bank  .... 

The  Tongs  Bank    .         -        -        - 

Sluices,  Tunnels,  and  Bridges  - 

Roding  Rivers        .... 

Ouze  Shores  .... 

Miscellanies  -       ^-        -        -        - 


£ 

277 
226 


9.      d 

8  8 
6  Si 


290  14  H 

113  2  4 

23  4  Hi 

14  19  0 

1  16  0 

17  9  8 

de461  5  8 


MIDDLE  LEVEL,  SOUTH  DIVISION. 

Expenditure  by  Mr.  Owen,  the  super- 
intendent, in  the  under-mentioned 
works: —  ..... 
The  Barrier  Bank  .... 
Sluices,  Tunnels,  and  Bridges 
Miscellanies  .... 


MIDDLE  LEVEL,  EAST  DIVISION. 
Expenditure  by  Mr.  Joseph  Sedgelcy, 
the  superintendent,  in  the  under- 
mentioned works :—    -         -        • 
The  Barrier  Bank  .         -        . 

Sluices,  Tunnels,  and  Bridges 
Roding  Rivers        .        -        -        . 
Miscellanies  .        -        .        . 


229  4  10 
16  7  4 
16  16  11 

^6362    9    1 


559  15    9i 
18    5  11 
14  12    8 
5    2    0 

597  16    4 


2t3 


MISCELLANEOUS  DISBURSEM  ENTS : 
Mr.  Baker,  for  surreys  and  plans     . 
Board    and  Committee 

expenses 

Bills  for   adrertin^,  printings  and 
statioaery  -         _         .         _ 

Attendants,  messengers,  he.    ~ 
Auditor,  for  disbursements  by  bim  - 
Expenditor-Gen^al,  for  ditto  by  him 
Bankers  for  interest,  postages,  &c.  - 
Soiali  bills  and  disbursemeuts 


THE  DEBT.  '     ""^  645 

OUTSTANDING  BONDS.  £  $.  d. 

iionds  at  At.  per  cent,  interest      -        -    18^100  0  0 

Ditto  at  6/.  per  cent,  interest  -        -     5^000  0  0 

Total  amount  of  Bond  deiyt       -  iS  33,100  0  0 


FOR  THE  NORTH  LEVEL. 
ARREARS  of  Rents  remaining  unpaid  5  10    0 

INTEREST  paid— one  ye«r  on  8,300/. 

at  5/.  per  cent.     -        -        -        -        415    0    0 
SALARIES  paid— one  year : 
Mr.  John  Burdock,  superintendent  -  70    0    0 

Mr.  John  WiUiams,  ditto        -        .  20    0    0 


WORKS. — Expenditure   for   works   as 
under  :— 
Mr.  John  Burdock,  superintendent, 

balance  of  last  year  due  to  him      •  6  19    3 

expenditure  by 

him  on  the  Moreton's  Learn,  North 
Bank 


Mr.  John  Williams,  the  superintend- 
ent, expenditure  by  him  on  the 
WellandBank  .        .        -        . 


146 

5  11 

153 

5 

2 

128  16 

9 

THE 

From  the  nature  of  the  works  of  draining,  the  xiMdcU. 
annnal  sum  necessary  for  their  ordinary  support 
(after  they  are  completed)  may  be  nearly  calcula- 
ted; but  no  calculation  can  be  made,  with  any  de- 
gree of  certainty,  of  the  expenses  that  may  arise 
from  the  extraordinary  accidents  to  which  Iboae 
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works  arc  liable.  Tlic  enemies  to  contend  with,  arc 
the  elements  of  wind  aud  water.  When  the  rivers 
glide  gently  in  their  course,  wafted  by  kind  and  fa- 
vorable breezes  to  their  outfalls  at  sea,  the  coqjo- 
ration  raaylook  on  with  pleasure  and  security ;  yet 
they  cannot  always  indulge  in  this  gratifying  pros- 
pect. Floods  and  tempests  arise:  the  strongest 
banks  are  leveled:  and  in  a  raoiiient,asitwere,whoIc 
districts  are  laid  waste, and  nut  a  vestige remaiiu 
of  the  industry  of  man,  or  of  the  improvementi 
effectedwithin  the  country  from  generation  to  gen 
eration.  The  melancholy  catastrophes  to  which  at 
artificially  drained  countries  are  liable,  make  it  im 
possible  to  compute,  with  certainty,  the  disburse 
mentsthat  may  be  required;  and  therefore,  whet 
ever  the  fond  for  these  expenses  is  stated  and  tixed 
it  must  happen,  that  the  repaii-s  rendered  unavoic 
able  by  accidents  will  require  sums  of  money,  whic 
the  ordinary  course  of  the  revenue  will  not  supp!; 
To  this  must  be  added,  that,  as  the  art  of  draiuir 
derives  great  assistance  from  experience,  new  ar 
expensive  works,  in  the  course  of  time,  are  deemt 
necessary,  and  consequently  render  the  gener 
expenditure  more  uncertain.  Neither  the  Lyj 
law,  tlie  pretended  act,  nor  the  general  act  oft 
15  Car.  II.,  enables  the  corporation  to  anticipf 
their  resources  by  borrowing  money  upoa  cre< 
of  their  taxes  and  other  revenues.  Consideral 
sums,  however,  were  borrowed  from  time  to  tii 
but  chiefly  for  specific  works,  in  different  partf 
the  Level,  and  from  Individuals  more  or  less 
terested  in  those  works.     The  Russell  family  w 
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erer  ready  to  aid  the  necessities  of  the  corporation ; 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  their  having  greatly 
impaired  their  paternal  inheritance^  by  the  fre? 
qnent  advances  that  were  made  from  the  period  of 
passing  the  Lynn  law  in  1631,  to  the  enactment 
of  the  general  drainage  act  at  the  restoration,  and 
indeed  long  afterwards. 

Soon  after  the  act  of  the  15  Car.  II.  was  passed, 
the  corporation  having  by  that  act  a  common  seal, 
made  use  of  that  seal  for  borrowing  money,  eithev 
for  repairing  of  breaches  in  their  banks,  or  for  such 
new  works  as  the  judgment  of  the  corporation,  or 
the  select  body  thought  necessary.  They  gave 
bonds  to  the  creditors,  and  paid  the  interest  out  of 
their  annual  taxes.  Those  bonds  were  paid  off, 
when  required,  by  new  loans  from  new  creditors, 
to  whom  fresh  bonds  were  made,  and  the  old 
ones  cancelled.  The  provisions  of  the  act  of  15 
Car.  II.,  it  is  true,  authorize  the  corporation  to  im-  App.  p.  424, 
pose  an  acre  tax  upon  the  whole  of  the  adventur-  ^^^' 
ers*  lands ;  but  as  the  legal  estate  in  the  lands  on; 
which  the  taxes  were  to  be  laid  for  the  mainten*' 
ance  and  support  of  the  Level,  were,  by  such  con* 
veyances  as  the  act  of  parliament  directs,  vested 
in  the  respective  members  of  the  corporation,  to 
whom  they  were  conveyed  in  their  natural  capa-* 
city ;  considerable  doubts  arose,  whether  the  seve^ 
ral  creditors  could  obtain  any  satisfaction  for  their 
debts  at  law,  beyond  the  goods  or  lands  of  which 
the  corporation  were  actually  seised ;  although  the 
question,  considered  on  principles  of  equity,  ap- 
pears more  favorable  on  behalf  of  the  creditors. 


STATK  OF  TUB  BEDFORD  LEVEL  : 

The  money  borrowed  by  the  corporation  uiidc 
their  common  seal,  had  been  applied  to  the  sappoc 
and  preservation  of  the  Level ;   and  the  propri 
etors  of  the  95,000  acres  had  their  ordinary  taxe 
raised  to  that  amount,  instead  of  having  a  distinc 
tax  imposed  on  them  fur  liquidating' that   debt 
for,  doubtless,   the  creditors  might  have  applies 
to  the  court  of  chancery  to  oblige  the  corpora 
tioo  to  execute  the  powers  they  had  by  that  ac 
of  taxing  the  95,000  acres  by  laying  a  tax  thew 
on  for  the  payment  of  the  full  amount  of  sue 
debts,  so  borrowed  and  applied.    Thus,  even  i 
the  Infancy  of  this  corporation,  no  provisions  bein 
made,  their  credit  became  somewhat  problemat 
cal,   and  serious  consequences  might   have  ei 
sued  from  this  defect ;    but  tliey  were  indebte 
to  some,  well  attached  to  the  undertaking,  U 
such  sums  as  were  wanted.     In  process  of  tin* 
those  who  rcmeEubered,   and  had  been  personal' 
interested  in  the  original  undertaking,  being  dea< 
and  that  credit  which  was  founded  on  their  pa 
tiality  being  also  at  an  end,  the  corporation  we 
forced,   as   it  were,  to  go   into  the  world  wi 
their  credit.     Great  sums  were  at  ditferent  tim 
paid  for  procuring  money,  and  heavy   expens 
were  incurred  by  the  constant  exchange  of  sec 
rities,  occasioned  by  the  want  of  such  a  credit 
was  assignable  at  market.     On  a  review  of  the  n 
cessities  of  the  corporation,  and  the  nature  of  tbi 
credit,  one  cannot  help  wondering  how  that  cret 
has  been  supported,  under  the  many  trials  it  h 
undergone.     It  could  only  have  been  sustained 
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the  influence  of  the  illustrious  personages^who  were 
govemors^and  membersof  tbeselect  body,  and  also 
of  the  corporation.  The  house  of  Russell  particular- 
ly, was  at  all  times  most  ready,  when  called  upon, 
with  such  sums  as  were  necessary  for  the  pressing 
exigencies  and  ddmands  of  the  corporation.  Large 
sums  have  been  advanced  by  that  family,  the  times 
and  manner  of  payment  of  which  were  so  arranged, 
88  best  to  suit  the  finances  and  convenience  of 
the  corporation  *•  Instances  of  the  protection  of 
these  noble  benefactors  occur  frequently  in  the 
journals  of  the  proceedings ;  and  Wriothesley  3rd 
Dake  and  7th  Earl  of  Bedford,  remitted  by  his 
last  will  (as  a  noble  mark  of  his  affection  for  the 
Great  Lievel)  a  large  debt  due  to  his  Grace  from 
the  Middle  and  South  Levels.  He  died  in  the  year 
1732,  at  an  early  age,  having  been  only  four  years 
governor  of  the  corporation  ;  but  by  this  instance 
of  his  bounty,  he  displayed  a  benevolent  regard  for 
the  country,  and  a  strong  desire  to  imitate  the  ex- 
ample of  those  illustrious  ancestors  from  whom  he 
was  descended. 

Such  at  that  time  was  the  general  state  and 
nature  of  the  corporation  credit.  By  the  act  passed 
29  Geo.  II,  the  revenues  of  the  North  Level  were  App.  p.  526. 
separated  from  those  of  the  other  two  Levels. 
The  proportioned  share  of  the  general  debt  of  the 
corporation,  which  the  proprietors  of  that  Levtl 

^  Bj  an  order  of  the  board,  made  A.  D.  1734,  the  bonds  of 
tbe  corporation  were  assimilated  to  those  of  the  East  India 
Company. 
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ought  to  sustain,  is  settled,  and  a  fund  created  f( 
the  paymetit  of  it,  and  the  proprietors  of  tbi 
Level  stand  totally  disctiai-ged  from  ttie  remaindt 
of  the  debt  then  owing,  or  which  should  afte 
wards  be  contracted,  on  account  of  the  other  tn 
Levels  i  which  are  in  tike  manner,  discharged  froi 
the  past  and  future  debt  of  the  North  Level. 

In  the  year  1755,  the  debt  of  the  corporatioi 
amounting  to  27,440/.,  the  i-evenues  of  the  corp< 
ration,  and  the  state  of  their  finances,  underwei 
a  thorough  investigation,  as  well  as  a  review  I 
parliament;  and  although  the  security  of  tl 
original  creditor  had  been  narrowed  with  his  ow 
consent,  by  passing  the  North  Level  act,  the  coi 
poration  thought  it  highly  proper,  that  oil  formi 
doubts  concerning  their  credit  should  be  remove 
and  their  debt  receive  a  parliamentary  sanctJoi 
and  have  the  advantage,  in  common  with  otbi 
public  bodies,  of  being  assignable.  On  these  prii 
ciplefi  of  tenderness  to  the  creditors,  and  goo 
policy  to  the  constitution  of  the  corporation, 
bill  was  brought  into  parliament,  and  passed  i 
RmBondAct,  the  a9th.  Geo.  II,  called  "  the  First  Bond  Act",  b 

39  Geo.  2,  c.  9. 

App.p.63s.  which  it  is  enacted,  that  dunng  such  time  as  at 
App.p.639.  ^g[j(.  (,[.  guni  of  money  should  bedueandowic 
from  the  corporation,  all  the  lands  should  be  taxf 
with  a  single  tax  ;  and  the  corporation  was  alt 
empowered  to  lay  a  further  tax  if  necessary ;  thi 
amply  providing  a  fund,  for  the  due  discharge 
all  its  engagements.  By  this  salutary  act,  aguai 
is  placed  against  the  corporation  ever  exteudii 
its  credit,  beyond  the  proper  limits  of  the  fuc 
available  to  answer  it. 
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The  debt  of  the  corporation,  for  the  services  of 
the  Middle  and  South  Levels^  cannot  exceed 
32,000/.;  notwithstanding  the  annual  amount  of 
the  tax  is  upwards  of  TOGO/.  The  debt  for  the 
North  Lievel  cannot  exceed  6000/.;  while  the 
amount  of  the  annual  income^ applicable  to  the  dis- 
charge, is  upwards  of  600/. 

The  amount  of  the  debt,  since  the  passing  of  the 
first  bond  act,  has  of  course,  greatly  fluctuated ; 
bat  owing  to  repeated  breaches  in  the  great 
banks,  and  the  tax  roll  containing  many  thousand 
acres  of  land  in  arrear,  the  debts  had  arrived  at 
a  sum  beyond  that  which  the  corporation  were 
enabled  legally  to  borrow  under  the  first  bond 
act.  At  this  period,  the  state  of  the  funds  of  the 
corporation  was  truly  deplorable ;  and  it  was 
foand  absolutely  necessary  to  apply  to  parliament 
to  enable  them  to  surmount  the  diflSculties  by 
which  they  were  environed. 

In  the  year  1772,  the  act  called  "the  Second  P«s«soo« 

Bond  Acty 

Bond  Act**  was  passed.    By  the  provisions  of  that  12 oto.3, e. 9. 

«  •  iijii  i««      ^pp*  p*  ^^» 

act,  the  corporation  are  enabled  to  borrow  further 

sums,  upon  security  of  the  taxes  of  the  Middle 
and  South  Levels ;  so  as,  by  such  further  borrow- 
ing, the  debt  (including  the  then  existing  bond  debt 
of  30,700/.)  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of  44,00M. 
Tliis  additional  sum  could  only  be  borrowed  in 
case  of  the  actual  breach  of  the  great  banks^ 
to  which  purpose  only  it  is  to  be  specifically 
applied.  Provision  was  made,  for  its  annual  dis- 
charge; so  that,  except  in  case  of  actual  breach  in 
the  great  barrier  banks,  this  act  is  perfectly  ino- 
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perative;  and  moBt  sincerely  it  is  Iioped,  the  paJ 
ful  necessity  of  resorting  to  its  enactments  w 
never  recur;  should  it  however  unhappily  occi 
these  provisions  may  be  called  into  effect. 

Ill  the  year  1825,  the  debt  of  the  corporaUf 
as  far  as  regai-ded  the  Middle  and  South  hefi 
was  reduced  to  the  sum  of  3000/. 

The  board  had  resolutely  adopted  the  plan 
reducing  the  debt,  in  contemplation  of  bei 
called  upon  by  the  country  to  carry  into  eff 
very  extensive,  as  well  as  very  expensive,  meast^ 
in  the  One  Hundred  Feet,  or  New  Bedford  Rii| 
occasioned  by  the  opening  of  the  Eau  Brink  Oi 
the  corporation  being  under  an  engagemeat.^ 
the  original  act,  passed  in  1795,  to  scour  4 
widen,  an4l  deepen  that  river. 

Perhaps  the  importance  of  this  great  work  b 
prevented  a  due  consideration  of  the  state  of  I 
sluices  tlirougbout  the  Level.  Be  this  as  it  m 
the  corporation  were  compelled  to  rebuild  nea 
the  whole  of  the  sluices,  and  also  to  cariy 
works  to  a  great  extent  in  the  One  Hundred  F 
River.  To  meet  the  required  disbursemeats,  i 
corporation  were  compelled  to  create  a  new  de 
which  at  this  period  amounts  to  23,400/.;  I 
considering  the  improved  state  of  all  the  gr 
banks,  the  entire  re-erection  of  the  sluices 
Salter's  Lode,  Old  Bedford,  Wellmore  Lake, 
Hermitage,  and  Standground,  the  relief  occasi 
ed  by  widening  and  deepening  the  One  Hund 
Feet  River,  and  forming  the  Cradge  Bank 
its  Wash  side  thereof,  and  the  ample  resoui 
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of  the  corporation,  the  country  may,  it  is  hoped, 
should  DO  untoward  events  occur,  confident* 
]y  look  forward  to  its  redaction,  at  no  distant 


Nothing  can  exceed  the  regularity  with  which 
the  interest  of  the  debt  is  paid  to  the  creditors.  It 
has  already  been  stated,  under  the  head  of  the 
duties  of  the  office  of  ^^  Receiver  and  Expenditor 
General^**  that  that  officer  universally,  before  the 
Sth  days  of  January  and  July,  transmits  to  the 
Fen  Office  the  warrants  for  the  half  year's  interest^ 
directed  to  the  corporation  cashier  or  banker 
^Messrs.  Child  and  Co.,  Temple  Bar).  The  credi- 
tors call  at  the  Fen  Office  for  these  warrants ;  the 
register  delivers  them  to  the  person  for  whose  use 
they  are  drawn ;  and  Messrs.  Child  and  Co.  pay 
the  interest  on  sight  of  the  warrant. 

In  taking  means  to  pay  off  the  debt  incurred 
up  to  the  year  1824,  the  board  resorted  to  the  ex- 
pedient of  a  sinking  fund :  this  mode  of  operation 
18  scAewhat  complicated,  and  in  a  great  degree 
connects  the  corporation  with  the  fluctuating  state 
of  the  government  funds  and  securities.  When 
next  the  board  are  enabled  to  take  measures  for 
the  liquidation  of  the  debt^  the  propriety  of  con- 
tinuing this  mode  will  be  seriously  considered,  and 
possibly  some  other  more  eligible  plan  adopted. 

It  should  be  stated,  that  the  corporation  can 
only  borrow  sums  not  exceeding  100/.  each,  to  be 
secured  by  their  bonds,  which  are  duly  numbered 
and  entered  in  books  kept  at  the  Fen  office ;  and 
when  any  creditor  requires  payment  of  any  one  or 


m 
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more  of  his  bonds,  lie  gives  six  mootlis'  notice  in 
writing  to  the  register  at  the  Fen  office,  who  lays 
the  same  before  the  hoard ;  and  directionsare  given 
to  the  receiver  and  ex pendi tor- general  to  discharge 
the  same  at  the  expiration  of  the  notice. 

The  bonds  of  the  corporation  are  assignable;  bot 
all  such  assignments  must  from  time  to  time  be 
entered  into  tlie  bond-book  kept  at  the  Pen  office, 
for  which  a  fee  of '2s.  Gd.  is  payable  to  the  register. 
The  bonds  were  originally  assignable  by  iodorsc- 
mentj  without  stamps,  in  the  nature  of  an  exche- 
quer bill. 

It  is  impossible  to  imagine  a  more  desirable  ia- 
vestment  for  money,  than  placing  it  out  upon  Uiu 
bonds  of  the  corporation;  the  smallocss  of  the 
amountof  the  bonds(LOO/.  each)  makes  tbemalmost 
negotiable  for  the  purposes  of  private  life  i  the  re- 
gularity of  the  payment  of  the  interest  half  yearly, 
renders  them  equal  in  convenience  to  the  pnbUc 
funds;  while  their  real  value  is  not  bottomed  in 
delusion,  but  rests  on  the  solid  fouDdattqV  of  a 
landed  revenue,  equal  to  the  full  discbarge  of  the 
debt  in  less  than  four  yeara,  even  should  the  cor* 
poration  be  under  the  necessity  (which  is  now  most 
improbable)  of  borrowing  to  the  extent  allowed  by 
parliament.  Hence  it  is,  that  the  corporation  sel- 
dom find  any  difficulty  in  raising  money.  It  is  well 
therefore,  that  they  are  prevented  from  borrowing 
beyond  a  certain  amount,  lest  the  facility  of  pro- 
curing loans  should  induce  them  to  disregard  a 
system  of  economy,  honorable  alike  to  the  board, 
and  advantageous  to  the  country. 


n^ 
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THE  FEN  OFFICE. 


It  may  perhaps  be  interesting  to  some  persons  TbeFco office. 

be  acqaainted  with  the  history  of  the  place  in 

AA  the  records  of  the  corporation  are  deposit* 

9  and  in  which  are  kept  the  books  of  registration 

all  transfers  of  adventurers*  lands. 

^ere  are  no  documents  to  prove  where  the  ad- 

otQrers  met  to  carry  into  effect  the  original  un« 

irtaking  under  the  Lynn  law.    These  records 

3re  probably  destroyed  in  the  great  fire  of  Lon-* 

>Dj  which  happened  in  the  year  1666. 

Qa  the  day  following  the  passing  of  the  Pretend^ 

I  Act,  nine  of  the  adventurers  met  at  Lord  White- 

ok*«  house  (then  one  of  the  keepers  of  the  great 

a1  of  England)^  near  Temple  Bar,  and  agreed 

» pay,  and  did  then  contribute,  forty  shillings  a 

lece  for  discharging  the  clerks*  fees  of  the  parlia- 

lent^  for  passing  and  engrossing  the  act.    The 

dv^ntarers  then  appointed  every  Monday,  Wed- 

eflday,and  Friday  in  the  week,  and  the  same  place, 

>r  their  fliture  meetings ;   from  which  circum«- 

i»DCt  it  is  presumed  arose  the  practice  of  having 

lie  Fen  Office  open  to  the  public  only  upon  those 

aySy  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  two ;  although 

Mr  the  general  accommodation  of  the  public,  the 

^i^ters  have  not  been  very  strict  in  the  observ- 

ince  of  this  ancient  custom. 

From  this  period  to  the  year  1657,  the  adven- 
nrers  appear  generally  to  have  held  their  meetings 
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cither  at  the  chambei's  of  Oliver  Saint  Jolm  (then 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas),  in  Lin- 
coin's  Iiiti,  or  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Henley,  near 
Temple  Bar,  who  had  been  appointed  treasurer  t« 
the  company- 

In  the  year  1G57,  Lord  Gorges  (the  then  sur- 
veyor general)  was  desired  to  provide  chatiibersin 
theTemple,  or  elsewhere,  at  the  uompany's  charge, 
and  to  fit  and  prepare  the  same  for  their  public 
meetings;  and  thence.until  the  restoration  inlfUiO, 
the  adventurers  seem  to  have  assembled  in  the 
chambers  in  the  Temple ;  except  when  they  sat  as 
commissioners  of  sewers,  or  proceeded  to  the  sale 
of  lands  forfeited  fur  non<payment  of  taxes,  in 
which  cases  they  uniformly  met  at  Ely.  Some  of 
the  prebendaries  of  the  cathedral  church  (|iarticu- 
l&rly  Doctors  Moyle  and  Beaumont)  from  time  to 
time  complimented  the  board  with  the  ase  of  their 
respective  houses  ia  the  college,  "  for  their  better 
accommodation," 

After  the  enactment  of  the  statute  15  Car.  II.,  the 
adventurers  continued  to  hold  their  London  meet- 
ings at  the  Fen  Office,  until  the  year  1665,  when 
it  appears  from  an  entry  in  the  order  books,  that 
the  corporation  adjourned  to  meet  the  first  Thais- 
day  in  the  then  following  Term,  at  the  Fen  office; 
but  no  meeting  was  held,  "  in  regard  of  the  plagne 
which  raged  in  London;"  they,  therefore,  aguR 
adjourned  to  meet  at  Oxford  ;  and  a  court  of  the 
corporation  was  held  on  the  32d  November,  1665, 
in  the  Philosophy  Schools  of  the  University  of  Ox- 
ford.   A  second  meeting  was  also  held  in  the  same 


tAB  FBN  OFFfCB.  657 

HK>nth,  and  at  the  same  place,  when  they  ad* 
Joarned  to  meet  at  the  Fen  Office,  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  the  then  following  term ;  but  there  is 
an  entry  that  such  meeting  was  not  held,  "  in  re* 
gard  of  the  continuance  of  the  plague  in  London.** 
The  next  meeting  took  place  at  the  Fen  Office,  on 
the  13th  February,  1666. 

In  addition  to  these  inconveniences,  the  cor- 
|)oration  were  fated  to  sustain  a  most  serious 
calamity;  for  on  the  2d  September,  1666,  oc- 
curred the  great  fire  in  London ;  by  which,  not 
only  were  the  Fen  Office  chambers  destroyed, 
but  it  is  also  supposed  that  most  of  the  original 
documents,  relating  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
adventurers  under  the  Lynn  law  and  the  pre- 
tended act,  and,  probably,  many  other  papers 
which  would  have  thrown  considerable  light  upon 
the  earliest  histor^  of  the  Fens,  perished  in  the 
conflagration.  Lord  Gorges  (then  surveyor-ge- 
neral)  appears,  by  an  order  made  at  the  first  meet^ 
iug  of  the  corporation,  to  have  removed  some  of 
the  ^^  evidences  and  accompts;**  but  these,  it  is 
presumed,  were  only  the  book  of  entry  of  proceed* 
ingB ;  for,  with  the  exception  of  a  box,  containing 
some  public  papers  relative  to  the  Lynn  law,  no 
document  of  importance,  connected  with  the  con- 
cerns of  the  company  previous  to  the  proceedings 
under  the  pretended  act,  is  now  discoverable  in 
the  Fen  Office. 

The  following  entry  relative  to  the  great  fire 
is  found  in  the  order  book  of  the  corporation : 

^  Mr.  Hampson*s  chambers,  where  the  Fenn 

VOL.  I.  2  V 


BTATK  OF  THE  BEDFORD  LEVEL: 

ofBce  was  kept,  being  burnt  in  the  most  dreadful 
fire,  wliicli  beg;an  iii  Pudding-lane,  on  the  east  side 
of  Ncn-  Fish-street,  upon  Sunday  morning,  about 
two  o'clock,  being  the  2d  of  September,  1666,and 
consumed  all  the  buildings  from  thence  into  the 
Temple  church,  aod  Inner  Temple  hall,  aod  the 
greatest  part  of  the  city  of  London,  the  corpora- 
tioD  was  nt  a  straite  for  a  place  to  meet  at,  and 
made  choice  of  Mr.  Movie's  chambers,  in  the  Inner 
Temple  lane,  London." 

In  the  year  1667,  the  chambers,  situate  on  the 
pt>und  floor  of  No.  3,  Tanfield  Court,  Inner  Tem- 
ple, were  purchased  of  Mr.  Hampson,  who  had 
erected  them  upon  the  site  of  the  old  chambers; 
and  from  their  adjoining  the  Temple-hall,  it  woald 
appear,  (hat  the  great  fire  terminated  in  one  point 
at  this  place,  and  in  another,  at  the  Temple  cburcb 
opposite.  They  were  held  under  the  society  of 
the  Inner  Temple,  for  one  life,  hereb^ore  re- 
newable upon  payment  of  a  fine,  the  amoaot  of 
which  OQ  the  last  renewal  (the  death  of  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Le  Blanc,  when  Charles,  the  son  of  the  late 
register,  Robert  Bevill,  Esq.,  was  nomiDated,)  was 
1000/.  The  society  afterwards  came  to  a  reso- 
lution not  to  renew  any  of  their  cbambeis,  bat 
to  let  them  to  tenaats  at  will.  The  »»«"yl  ontr 
goings  of  the  cbambeis  (inclDding  insaiaocc  of 
Mr.  Beviirs  life)  for  taxes,  commoost  water,  and 
cellar  rent.  laundress,  &c.,  aoKHinted  to  aboat  35(. 

'r\x&  Fen  Office  has,  however,  been  latdy  re- 
moved to  No.  6,  Serjeants'  Inn,  Fleet-street.  This 
i-itx'umst;mce  was  occasiooed  by  the  dilafwdated 
state  of  the  building  in  which  the  tHisisess  was 
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previously  transacted,  and  the  demolition  by  the 
society  of  the  Inner  Temple  of  the  range  of  cham- 
bera  of  which  the  Fen  Office  formed  part.  A  most 
beautiful  building  has  since  been  erected  upon 
the  terrace  fronting  the  garden  and  the  river. 

The  corporation  received  the  sum  of  1600/.  for 
their  it^terest  in  the  chambers  The  sum  of  180L 
was  paid  for  the  unexpired  term  of  nineteen  years 
(froni  lady  day  last)  in  the  lease  of  the  present  Fen 
Office^subject  to  the  annual  rent  of  90L,  and  other 
BinaU  outgoings. 

The  Fen  Office  is  the  most  ancient  register  of- 
fice in  the  kingdom.  The  object  of  it  originally 
was  to  furnish  information  to  the  board  and  the 
eoiporaticm^  who  were  the  proprietors  of  the  ad^^ 
venturers*  lands,  liable  to  the  payment  of  the  cor- 
poration tax.  But  it  was  soon  discovered,  that  it 
answered  all  the  other  purposes  for  which  registry 
offices  have  been  established  in  Middlesex  and 
Yorkshire.  The  public  are  therefore  enabled  by 
inspection  (at  the  times  already  noticed)  of  the 
register's  books  at  the  Fen  Office,  to  ascertain  the 
existence  of  any  statement  or  encumbrance  affect- 
ing any. of  the  adventurers'  lands  proposed  to  be 
sold,  settled,  or  ehcumbered. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state,  that  schedules  of  all 
bookSy  papera,  and  muniments  of  title  whatever^ 
relating  to  the  corporation,  are  carefully  preserved 
In  the  Fen  Office,  and  are  from  time  to  time,  when 
considered  necessary,  examined  by  a  committee  of 
the  board.  Upon  the  election  of  a  new  register^ 
this  duty  is  never  omitted. 
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DivMott  of  the  T/iree  Levels.— The  North  LeVtH 
its  sefieral  ancient  and  modem  worhs  ofdraiitag, 
and  internal  ecimamy. — Thomeif  Church,  aH 
Crowland  Abbeif.^  Private  Acts. — Kinder!^ 
Cut. — Tidd  and  Xeicton  Act. — Xene  Bridge  4^ 
Outfall.— Lord  William  Bentincke—The  vitenA 
improvemmt  in  the  North  Level  drainage.       i 

It  has  already  been  stated,  that  so  loag  since  as  tl 
year  1 607-8,  the  corporation  came  to  the  resolado 
of  partitioning  the  whole  Level  into  three  divisioa 
to  be  thereafter  distinguished  by  the  names  of  ti 
North  Level,  the  Middle  Level,    and  the  Soa 
Level.    This  plan  was  no  doubt  well  iateaded  I 
those  who  suggested  it,  but  its  policy  is  extreme 
questionable.     Nature  had  so   intermingled  t 
respective  interests  of  the  Levels  by  their  coonei 
ing  links,  the  natural  rivers,  as  to  render  their  i 
dependence  on  each  other    impracticable.      / 
added  greatly  to  this  physical  impossibility.     I 
instance,  the  security  of  the  south  bank  of  Mo 
ton's  Learn  will  always  be  more  or  less  aflect«d 
the  state  of  the  water  in  the  Whittlesey  Wash,  i 
of  the  outfall  below  Wisbech.    The  North  Baal 
affected  In  the  same  way.     A  tike  remark  may 
made  as  to  the  relative  positions  of  the  Old  B 
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ford  and  the  One  Hundred  Feet  barrier  banks. 
To  these  local  causes  may  be  added^  that  as  in 
larger  communities,  names  often  give  birth  to 
parties^  so  in  this  lesser  range,  somewhat  similar 
consequences  ensued.  When  that  which  had 
hitherto  been  called  the  Bedford  Levels — a  name 
comprehending  the  whole  conntry^-r-was  cantoned 
intothe  three  districts^  with  distinct  boundaries  and 
appellations,  ideas  of  separate  interests  were  ea- 
gendered,  and  the  proprietors  of  lands  in  each 
division  began  to  consider  the  advancement  and 
improvement  of  their  own,  as  distinct  from  and 
unconnected  with  the  other  districts.  This  was  a 
grievous  mistake,  and  originated  only  in  a  differ- 
ence of  denomination  ;  for  the  three  levels  were 
all  children  of  one  common  parent — Drmnage, 
and  have  and  ought  to  have  but  one  common  in- 
terest. This  work  would  scarcely  be  deemed  com* 
plete  without  some  practical  details  of  the  general 
state  of  these  several  divisions. 


THE  NORTH  LEVEL. 

This  district  contains  all  that  part  of  the  95,000  Hie  North 
acres  which  lies  between  the  north  side  of  More- 
ton's  Leam  and  the  south  side  of  the  river  Wet- 
land. 

In  the  year  1 728,  the  debt  of  the  corporation 
amounted,  for  the  whole  Levels  to  the  enormous 
sum  of  17,150/.  Wriothesley  second  Dukeof  Bed- 
ford was  then  in  his  minority,  having  for  his  guar- 
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diao  Ihe  most  noble  William  Duke  of  DcvooBhirc. 
At  this  pcriotl  au  agreement  was  entered  into  be- 
tween the  Duke  of  Devonstiire,  on  the  part  of  his 
ward,  and  Henry  Earl  of  Lincoln,  (being  the  prin- 
cipal proprielora  of  the  lands  within  the  North 
Level,)  and  the  corporation,  by  which  the  reveoues 
of  the  North  Level  were  taken  from  the  cootrol  of 
tbe  corporation,  and  applied  by  those  two  noble- 
nteo  to  the  services  of  that  Level.  Things  con- 
tinued in  this  stale  nntil  the  year  1753,  vhcD  the 
first  North  Level  act  passed.  It  appeared  from  a 
statement  of  the  account  at  that  period,  that  the 
Middle  and  South  Levels  were  indebted  to  the 
Dnke  of  Bedford  and  Earl  of  Lincoln,  on  acconnt 
of  the  North  Level,  in  a  som  exceeding  18,000/.— 
an  amount,  however  jast  the  demand,  much  be- 
yond (be  idiUity  of  tbe  corporatioa  to  disdiarge. 
John  Duke  of  Bedforrl  inheriled  the  anxious  and 
earnest  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Feus,  which 
bad  so  eminently  marked  the  characten,  aid 
guided  the  conduct  of  his  illastrioos  aDcestors. 
His  grace  perceived  the  fatal  effects  of  this  heavy 
and  stdl  increasiog  eocambcaoce,  and  the  posa- 
bility  of  its  bringing  the  otmoet  rain  oo  the  otber 
two  Levels.  He  perfectly  onderstood  the  (DMase, 
aud  therefore  rvadity  devised  the  remedy.  lo  the 
year  17o3,  under  the  sanctioo  and  pcotcctioo  of 
John  Duke  of  Bedtbrd,  the  corporation  applied  to 
parUament ;  and  an  act  sobeequeatly  passed,  en- 
titled "  the  First  North  Level  Act.'  The  som  of 
14,750/.  was  then  doe  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
aud  'HWi.  to   Heury  £arl  of  Linctdn ;   both  of 
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#iiich  soms  were  most  generously  remitted,  and 

the  securities    cancelled.    This  statute  contains  ^pp*  p-  ^3. 

a  very  full  narrative  of  the  whole  transaction. 

The  several  accounts  between  the  Levels  them- 

sdves,  and  between  the  Levels  and  the  creditors 

(^  the  corporation,  are  settled,  and  such  provisions 

made  as  will  entirely  prevent  a  recurrence  of  any 

thing  of  the  same  kind,  it  being  provided,  that  the 

loiids  tof  the  North  Level  should  be  completely  dis- 

dfaarged  ftx>m  payment  of  the  residue  of  the  debt 

of  14,300/1,  owing  in  the  year  1728,  and  from  the 

debt  oi  13,000/.,  contracted  since  that  period,  iui 

well  as  other  debts  then  owing  from  the  corpora- 

tioti,  in  respect  of  works  of  the  North  Level.    It 

tMs  also  properly  provided,  that  the  North  Level  App.  p.  uf. 

ibontd  not  be  subject  or  liable  to  the  payment  of 

any  debt  contracted  by  the  Middle  and  South 

Leteis ;  and  that  those  Levels  should  not  be  sub- 

Jcjct  to  any  debts  contracted  on  account  of  the 

Works  of  the  North  Level. 

The  owners  of  the  required  proportion  of  ad- 
VlBitture  lands  are  still  qualified  to  become  mem- 
bers of  the  select  body,  and  to  vote  at  elections, 
And  upon  all  other  occasions,  except  where  money 
la  to  be  borrowed  on  account  of  the  Middle  and 
South  Levels ;  on  which  occasion  they  are  parti- 
iralarly  restrained  from  volng.  The  adventurers* 
taxes  are  paid  to  the  corporation  receiver,  and  may 
be  expended  under  the  sole  control  and  order  of 
the  corporation,  in  manner  particularly  directed 
by  the  act  of  1 753,  and  by  another  act  passed  in 
1771,  called  the  ''  Second  North  Level  Act;"*  by  App. p. 644. 
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which  latter  act  an  additional  tax  wns  laid,  and 
was  made  applicable  by  the  corporation  to  certain 
works  specified  tbereiu.  ^ 

The  officers  of  tbeNoiili  Level  are  annually  ap 
pointed  at  the  April  lueeling;  and,  in  short,  tbeii 
separation  from  the  other  two  I^evcls  may  be  re 
garded  rather  as  a  pecuniary  transaction  than  ai 
ao  actual  severance. 

The  North  Level  is  divided  into  five  districlB 
and  power  is  given  to  raise  taxes  for  their  severe 
internal  drainages.  The  plan  of  disposing  of  lli 
taxes  was  unfortunately  practised  by  the  corpo 
ration  in  this  Level  to  a  considerable  extent  som 
years  since,  by  which  means,  this  part  of  the  an 
nual  income  of  the  corporation  has  been  grcatj 
reduced.  It  is  hoped  that  this  pernicious  sySlq 
will  not  be  again  reported  to.  • 

The  North  Level  being  consitlered  by  many* 
the  proprietors  of  the  Middle  and  South  Levels  t 
a  kind  of  terra  incognita,  the  author  has  bee 
anxious  to  furnish  bis  readers  with  such  minut 
particulars  as  may  convey  a  proper  knowledge  • 
that  part  of  tbe  Bedford  Level  *. 

The  North  Level  and  Portsand  (which  la 
district,  by  the  act  27  Geo.  II,  is  united  wi 
the  North  Level  drainage,)  are  divided  into  fi 
districts,  and  contain  39,622a.  Ir.  36p.  of  taxat 
lands,  viz.-f: 

*  For  these  details  the  author  has  to  thank  his  friend  TfC 
Wing,  Eat).,  of  Thorney  Abbey,  one  of  the  Conseiraton  of  i 
Bedford  Level  CorporattoD. 

t  The  whole  of  the  North  Level   cootains  about  46,C 
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The f7r^/ contains  4489a.  Ir.l4p.;  and  is  bound- 
ed on  the  west  by  the  high  lands  of  the  Soke  of 
Peterborough,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  an  an- 
cient Roman  drain,  called  the  CarrDyke;  on  the 
North,  by  the  river  Wei  land,  and  part  of  a  drain 
called  the  Old  South  Eau ;  and  on  the  east  and 
south,  by  a  ridge  of  high  land,  running  from  a 
place  called  the  Black  Horse,  in  the  town  of  £y^ 
where  this  ridge  crosses  the  Carr  Dyke. 

The  Second  district  contains  3,643a.  3r.  22p. ; 
and  is  bounded  on  the  north-west  side  by  the 
high  lands  at  Eye  and  the  Carr  Dyke ;  on  the 
east  and  north,  by  Catswater  and  Thorney  Dike ; 
and  on  the  south-west  by  the  Counter  Drain  and 
north  bank  of  Moreton*s  Leam. 

The  Thirdj  or  Thomey  Lordship^  contains 
nj&9Sa.  Or.  9/>.;  is  bounded  on  the  south-east 
by  Thorney  Dike ;  on  the  north-west,  by  the  Old 
SoQth  Eau ;  on  the  south-west,  by  Catswater  and 
the  above-mentioned  ridge  of  high  land ;  and  on 
the  north-east,  by  Gold  Dike. 

The  Fourth  district  contmns  6,449a.  3/%  3p. 
It  \»  separated  from  Thorney  Lordship  by  Gold 
Dike,  and  from  Wisbech  hundred  by  the  old  South 
Ban.  On  the  south-east  it  abuts  against  the  Coun* 
ter  Drain  and  north  bank  of  Moreton*s  Learn; 

■ 

and  the  opposite  side,  against  part  of  the  old  South 
Ban. 

acres ;  of  which  Newborough,  5,276  acres ;  Flag  Pen,  Sutton 
St  Edmund's  Great  and  Little  Commons,  about  2,500  acres ; 
are  exempt  from  the  general  North  Level  taxes.  Vide  27  Geo. 
IL     App.  p.  626. 564. 
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The  Fifth  and  last  difitrict  is  called  Great  Port- 
saud.  It  contains  7,431i7.  Ir.  iSp.;  is  bounded 
on  tbe  south  bj  the  Old  South  Eaa;  on  the  north, 
by  Asendyke;  on  the  west,  by  the  river  Wellaod  ; 
and  OH  the  east,  by  Sheppy  Bank. 

The  water  from  the  above  five  districts  is  convey- 
ed to  a  place  called  Clow's  Cross  by  the  Old  and 
New  South  Eaa,  and  from  thence  by  the  Shire 
Drain,  to  the  river  Neae,  below  Wisbech,  at  Gun- 
thorpe  sluice. 

The  external  works  of  drainage  are  under  the 
control  of  the  corporation  :  the  internal  works  are 
under  the  management  of  a  committee,  called  th€ 
North  heve\  Committee,  consisting  often  coramis- 
eioners,  elected  at  an  annual  aggregate  meeting  ol 
all  the  commissioners  for  tbe  several  districts,  held 
at  the  Duke's  Head,  in  Thorney,  on  tbe  firsl 
Monday  in  July.  Two  at  least  of  the  members  o: 
this  Committee  mnst  be  chosen  for  each  of  th( 
several  districts. 

By  tbe  pretended  act,  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  hi 
participants,  and  adventurers,  were  restrained  fron 
meddling  with  the  waters  of  the  river  Wellaud,  o 
with  the  works  in  Deeping  Fen.  These  restriction 
were  not  however  continued  by  the  general  drwn 
age  act,  passed  15  Car.  II.  By  the  Utter  act,  Ui 
CrowD  reserved  certain  rights  as  to  Dowsdale  ban 
and  South  Eau  river. 


There  are,  within  the  five  districts,  oae  steat 
engine,  and  about  thirty  water  engines. 
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Banks. 


The  north  baqk  of  MoretoD*s  Leain^  from 
Peterborough  fen-gate  to  the  toll-bar  at  Guy- 
him^  twelve  miles  and  a  half ;  repaired  by  the 
honorable  corporation  of  the  Bedford  Level 

The  Wetland  bank,  from  Feakirk  bridge  to  Crow- 
land,  five  miles ;  repaired  by  the  said  corporation^ 

The  Welland  bank,  from  Crowland  to  Brother 
Honae,  four  miles;  repaired  by  Thomas  Orby  Hun- 
tefjEsq. 

The  sonth  bank  of  a  drain  leading  frqpi  the 
tooth  dam  at  Crowland  to  the  LiOt  Mill,  one  mile 
aqd  a  quarter. 

The  north  bank  of  Old  South  Eao,  from  theliot 
Mill  to  Dowsdale,  two  miles  and  a  half. 

The  south  bank  of  the  same,  from  the  Lot  Mill 
to  Clow*s  Cross,  nine  miles. 

Shire  Drain  banks,  from  Clow*s  Cross  to  Gun- 
thorpe  sluice,  eleven  miles. 

The  bank  on  the  east  side  of  Catswater^  from 
Tbomey  Cross  to  Storer*s  Bar,  and  of  the  drain 
from  thence  to  the  Counter  drain,  two  miles  and 
three-e^hths* 

The  north  bank  of  the  Counter  Dndn,  from 
Uort*8  grounds  to  Guyhirn,  ten  miles  and  a  half.^ 

The  west  bank  of  the  Old  South  £au  or  Thirty- 
foot,  from  Guyhirn  to  Clow*s  Cross,  four  miles  and 
a  half. 

The  banks  of  the  new  South  Ban,  from  GoMDike 
to  Clow's  Cross,  two  miles  and  one  fnrlongandahall 

The  banks  of  Gold  Dike,  from  the  old  South  Ean 
te  Knarr  Lake,  four  miles  and  three  quarters. 
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Tliesc  are  all  reiwiired  hy  the  comiulssionen  of 
tbe  Norlli  Level,  underact  27  Geo.  II. 

Rivers.  ' 

The  New  or  Smith's  Leam,  and  Hill's  Ciil«,  froni' 
the  bro!id  water,  below  Peterborough  Bridge,  to 
Guyhirn  bar,  twelve  miles  and  a  half,  cut  by  the 
adventurers. 

Moreton's  Leam— the  channel  of  the  river  prior 
to  the  cutting  Smith's  Leam.  It  is  navigable  to 
the  Ball  public  house,  adjoining  Whittlesey  6eltl; 
it  then  crosses  part  of  the  Great  Wash  ;  thence 
tbe  ancient  channel  is  quite  choked :  It  is  the 
property  of  the  corporation  of  the  Bedford  Level. 

Catswater  and  the  Old  South  Eau,  aDcIenl 
branches  of  the  Nene. 

Carr  Dyke-f-,  a  Roman  work,  the  boundary  of  the 
Level. 

Thorney  River,  the  navigation  from  the  Dog 
and  Doublet  to  Thorney,  so  called. 

*  Both  these  rivers  are  vested  in  tbe  corporation  of  (he  Bo)- 
fcird  Level,  having  been  cat  under  the  coDtracts  of  Francis  ud 
Willi^im,  Earls  of  Bedford.  The  navigation  from  Petertmrongb 
to  Wistwch  passes  through  these  two  rivers,  A  tonnage-toll 
is  taken  for  all  traats  and  barged,  under  the  authoritj  of  ttie 
Bedford  Level  corporation,  and  tbe  amount  applied  in  deepening 
and  scouring  those  rivers,  towards  tbe  repairof  the  S.  Banlc,  and 
in  making  such  other  works  as  may  improve  the  navigation. 

t  That  pnrt  of  ttie  Iwuik  of  this  dvke,  and  of  the  river  Wel- 
Iiind,  which  is  called  the  "  Folly  River,"  is  now  repaired  by  tbe 
commissioners,  under  the  authority  of  an  act  passed  5S  Geo. 
Ill,  c.  143,  for  draining  and  inclosing  Great  Borough  Pen  Gam- 
mon, now  forming  part  of  the  First  District,  and  called  Ncw- 
boruugh,  cooUining  S,276u.  Or.  12/>. 
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PubRc  Roads. 

Turnpikes. — From  Peterborough  to  Thorney, 

53  Geo.  III. 
From  Wisbech   to   Thorney,   50 

Geo.  III. 
From  Eye  to  Crowland,  57  Geo. 
III. 
From  Thorney  to  Crowland. 
From  Thorney  to  Portsand. 

Private  Roads. 

From  Thorney  to  Whittlesey  (toll  at  TTiorney). 
From  Thorney  to  Newborough  (toll  at  Cats  water). 
From  the  last-mentioned  to  Peakirk  (toll  at  Pow- 
der Blue).  From  Thorney  to  Gedney  Hill  (toll  at 
the  Lordship  end).  From  Peakirk  Bridge  to  the 
Brother  House  on  the  Wetland  bank  (toll  near 
Cr^land,  and  at  Brother  House). 

Private  Drainages. 

Third  District.— The  Duke  of  Bedford's  17,588a. 

Or.  9p. 
In  the    fourth    district.  —  Mr.  Abrah&ni  Ulyat*s 

(Throckenholt)  214a.  Or.  \p. 
In  the  fifth  district.— Thomas  Orby  Hunter^  Esq.'s^ 

6688a.  3r.  24p. 
In  ditto.— Mr.  James  Whitsed  (formerly  Butler's) 

393a.  Ir.  9p. 
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Public  Tolls. 
At  Eye,  Edgerley  bar,  and  Thorney  Causeway  b 

53  Geo.  III. 
Al Newboroiigh  bar,  57  Geo.  III. 
At  Boardeo  House  bar,  50  Geo.  III. 

Private  Tolls.  ■< 

At  Thorney  bar,  Thorney  Lordship-end  bar,  a: 
Catswater  bar,  belonging  to  his  grace  the  Du 
of  Bedford. 

At  Powder  Blue  bar.belonging  to  Robert  Grifl 

At  Storer's  Bar,  Mr.  John  Rank's. 

At  Peterborough  fen  gate ;  the  Dog  and  Doirff 
gate;  and  Guyhirn  gate;  on  the  north  bank 
Moreton'a  Learn ;  and  a  gate  on  the  Wella 
bank,  near  Crowland;  belonging  to  the  houora 
corporation  of  Bedford  Level. 

Brother  House  bar,  on  the  Welland  bank,  1 
also  a  gate  at  the  same  place  leading  into  P» 
sand ;  Blake's  bar,  on  the  road  through  Ports 
to  Wbaplode  Drove ;  and  Dowsdale  bar,  on 
South  Eau  bank  ;  belonging  to  Thomas  O 
Hunter,  Esq. 

A  tonnage  duty  of  one  shilling  a  ton  at  the  1 
and  Doublet  sluice,  belonging  to  his  gi-ace  tbe  D 
of  Bedford. 

Sluices. 

The  Dog  and  Doublet  sluice  *;  Wardley's  bIi 
near  ditto  ;  the  White  Hart  Sluice,  near  Thon 

■  This  sluice,  and  the  drnin  leading  tbencc  to  Thorney, 
erected  and  cut  at  the  sole  espense  of  William  Earlof  Bei 
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ai|d  Hawkin8*«  sluice^  next  Gold  Dike;  belpoging 
to  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford ;  for  navigation. 
Pointing  Doors  in  the  Counter  Drain ;  Ditto  in 
Old  South  E^Uy  near  Parson  Drove ;  Ditto^  where 
Catswater  runs  into  Old  South  Eau ;  Clowes  Cross 
sluice;  Hill's  sluice^  and  Gunthorpe  sluice,  be- 
longing to  the  North  Level  Commissioners ;  for 
drainage. 

Ferries. 

Over  the  Wisbech  river  atGuyhirn,  beyond  the: 
boundaries  of  the  Bedford  Level. 

Over  the  Wash  at  the  Dog  and  Doublet,  during 
high  water  only. 

Mtidges  (Public). 

One  over  Smith's  Leam,  at  the  Dog  and  Doublet 
(by  subscription);  Duke  of  Bedford,  Earl  Fitz- 
William,  Commissioners  of  the  North  Level,  North 
Level  Committee,  Governors  of  Whittlesey,  and 
sunreyors  of  highways  in  ditto^  contribute  equally 
V>  rqmirs.  One  over  the  Counter  drain  at  Northey 
GraveL  One  over  ditto,  near  the  Dog  and  Doub-i 
let.  A  horse  bridge  over  ditto,  at  Knarr  Lake. 
One  over  the  Old  South  Ekiu  at  Parson  Drove. 
Two  over  ditto,  into  Sutton  Common.  Two  over 
the  New  South  Eau,  opposite  the  two  last-men- 
tioned ;  the  North  Level  commissioners.  One  over 
the  Old  South  Eau  at  Guyhirn ;   commissioners 


bj  consent  of  the  company  of  adventurers,  in  the  year  1600. 
By  means  of  this  sluice,  the  North  Level  obtains  fresh  water  in 
dry  seasons. 


67:1 


A  permnDCHt  tax  of  G(/.  per  acre  on 
llie  Noclh  Level,  and  3rf.  per  acre  upon 
Poitsaiid,  by  act  3G  Geo.  Ill,  amoont 
Ttix  purchased  off. 

First  district,  Lord  Eeardley  -    - 
Debt,  1,900/. 
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Tax  laid  anannlly  by  tlie  commissioaers  of  the  1 
district  for  iuterioc  works  of  drainage,  \s. 
acre.— Debt,  50/. 

laid  annually  by  the  commissloDers  of 

second  district  for  the  like  purpose,  2*.  6rf. 
aci'e,  which  can  be  lowered  as  occasi»n  requ 
Acts  13  and  15  Geo.  III.— Debt,  1,260/. 

laid  annually  by  the  commissioners  of 

fourth  district  for  the  like  purpose,  to  the  e 
amount,  per  act  40  Geo.  III.— Debt,  1,050/ 
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There  are  two  fairs  and  a  weekly  market  held  at 
Thorney,  which  were  established  under  the  charter 
of  incorporation,  granted  by  King  Charles  the  First 
to  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  his  participants, 
the  tolls  of  which  are  respectively  due  to  the  pre- 
sent Duke  of  Bedford.  It  would  be  foreign  to  the 
purpose  of  this  work  (ah*eady,  it  is  feared,  much  too 
prolix),  or  the  author  would  gladly  submit  to 
bis  readers  some  account  of  the  beautiful  church 
at  Thorney,  and  the  magnificent  ruins  of  Crowland 
Abbey,  both  lying  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
North  Level.  Several  acts  of  parliament  have  App.p.799. 
been  from  time  to  time  obtained  for  improving  the 
drainage  of  individual  districts,  and  also  countries 
adjacent. 

Sutton  St.  Edmunds,  late  Great  Common,  now 
inclosed,  lying  in  Long  Sutton  in  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  south  of  South  E^u  Bank,  containing 
540a.  2r.\5p.;  and  Sutton  St.  Edmunds,  lat^ 
Little  Common,  also  inclosed,  and  adjoining  the 

Great  Common,  containing , 

exempt  from  the  North  Level  taxes,  as  exempt 
lands  in  the  4th  district ;  but  subject  to  taxation 
and  drainage  under  a  local  act  of  the  49  Geo.  Ill, 
c.  119.  Tlie  late  great  common  is  drained  by  a 
mill,  which  throws  into  the  Old  South  Eau,  under 
Murrow  Bank,  above  Clow's  Cross,  and  thence  into 
Shire  Drain,  and  so  to  sea.  The  tax  is  5^.  per 
acre.  The  drainage  is  under  the  power  of  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  act.  There  is  a  debt^ 
principal  money,  and  annuities  on  lives,  to  a  con- 
siderable amount  per  annum,  charged  on  the  taxes. 

2x2 


4tb  district,  which  discharges  its  wutera 
vate  mill  into  the  Old  South  Eau,  oadei 
Bank,  a  little  above  Clow's  Cross,  and  tt 
Shire  Drain. 

The  errors  of  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyd 
glecting  to  alter  or  improve  the  several  i 
sea,  have  already  been  adverted  to.  Thii 
fault  was  discovered  at  no  remote  perio 
had  commenced  operating.  So  long  sic 
year  1721,  the  attention  of  the  corpon 
forcibly  drawn  to  the  very  imperfect  sti 
river  below  the  town  of  Wisbech,  and  tl 
was  brought  andiT  the  consideratioD  of  I 
A  conference  took  place  between  the  cc 
and  a  deputation  froin  the  town  of  Witht 
paities  appeared  to  concur  in  a  plao  for  i 
the  river  beloH'  tbui  place.  A  new  cut  (a 
KJnderley's  Cut)  was  ordered  to  be  madi 
purpose  of  turning  the  channel  of  the  rii 
Shire  Drain  sluice,  and  keeping  it  confia 
a  narrower  channel.  It  was  to  he  two 
length,  and  to  begin  at  the  river's  end,  a 
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Point,  where  there  was  a  fall  of  five  feet  seven 
ioches.  Had  this  work  been  then  completed,  it 
woold  have  been  of  great  advantage  to  the  river. 
For  the  more  contracted  it  is  towards  the  sea,  the 
deeper  and  better  must  be  the  channel,  and  more 
rapid  the  passage  of  the  waters.  The  town  of 
Wisbech  seems  to  have  been  lamentably  deficient 
in  honor  and  integrity  in  this  respect,  and  to  have 
fsUlen  far  short  of  their  more  worthy  descendants. 
It  appears  that  the  corporation  had  only  their  '^  bare 
words,''  and  not  ^^  hard  and  fast/'  or  in  ^^  black  and 
white.**  Accordingly,  by  the  time  the  cut  was 
nearly  completed,  and  a  dam  was  being  made 
across  the  old  river,  in  order  to  turn  its  course 
into  a  new  channel,  the  Wisbech  gentlemen,  not- 
withstanding their  verbal  concurrence,  falsely  (or 
charitably  speaking,  by  mistake  or  error  of  judg- 
ment) apprehending  the  advantage  of  a  wide  in- 
draught over  all  those  spreading  sands,  complained 
Ibut  this  new  cut  was  not  wide  enough  (though  it 
wa9  wider  than  the  river  at  Wisbech  by;  twenty 
feet) ;  and  that,  therefore,  their  harbour  would  be 
iynmediately  choked,  and  their  navigation  lost. 
Tbe  opening  of  the  cut  was  in  consequence  vio* 
lently  opposed,  notwithstanding  their  original 
agreement  to  the  work.  They  rashly  endeavoured 
to  excite  the  country  to  violence,  in  order  to  demo- 
lish tlie  works ;  and  afterwards  applied  for  an  in- 
junction from  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  put  an  effect- 
ual stop  to  the  progress  of  the  labour  of  the  corpo- 
ration ;  the  effect  of  which  proceedings  was,  be- 
aides  the  creation  of  considerable  hostile  feeling 
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among  private  persona  and  families,  a  long,  vexa- 
tious, and  expensive  law  suit  between  the  town  at 
Wisljech  and  the  Bedford  Level  corporation,  and  r 
useless  expenditure  by  the  latter  ot  nearly  2000/. 
The  author  records  tbis  tmnsaclion  with  some  de- 
gree of  regret;  it  gives  hirn,  however,  the  oppor- 
tuuity  of  contrasring  the  behavionrof  the  then,  and 
of  the  present  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Wisbecb. 
Erroneous  opinions  of  this  nature  no  longer  govern 
the  conduct  of  the  intelligent  people  of  that  flou- 
rishing town  and  port. 

The  beneficial  effect  likely  to  result  from  this 
measure  was  not  forgotten,  although  no  further 
steps  were  taken  by  either  party.  The  matter  was 
revived  in  the  year  1751,  by  Nathaniel  Kinderley, 
the  son  of  Charles  Kinderiey,  who  had  been  em- 
"ployed  by  the  corporation  in  making  the  cut,  so 
begun  below  Wisbech  in  1721.  At  length  an  act 
was  passed,  called  the  Tydd  and  Newton  drainage 
act,  in  which  provision  was  made  for  opening  the 
cut  made  in  1721,  and  then  called  Kinderley*s 
Cut,  the  expense  whereof  was  to  be  defrayed  in 
TiiUwdNew-  manner  following: — The  Tldd  and  Newton  pro- 
prietors were  to  pay  1000/.  out  of  the  taxes  im- 
**  posed  by  the  act:  the  corporation  1000/.  out  of 
the  funds  of  the  Middle  and  South  Levels;  and 
whatever  further  sums  should  be  required  to  com- 
plete the  work,  the  same  were  to  be  provided  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  North  Level,  by  whom  the 
work  was  to  be  executed.  The  old  channel  of  the 
river  and  the  bare  sands  were  by  this  act  vested 
in  the  corporation ;  but  the  annual  i-ents  arising 
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therefrom  were  to  be  applied  to  the  repair  of  the 
New  Cut,  and  the  overplus  (if  any)  was  directed 
to  be  paid  to  the  North  Level  commissioners. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Kinderley's  Cut  was 
opened,  or  the  sums  mentioned  in  the  Tidd  and 
Newton  act  advanced,  until  the  year  1773,  when 
the  proprietors  of  Tidd  and  Newton  proposed  to 
advance  1000/.  towards  opening  a  part  only  of 
Kinderley's  Cut,  from  the  West  Marsh  to  Bnck^ 
worth's  Drain  sinice,  and  continuing  such  cut 
from  Bnckworth's  Drain  sluice  through  the  Greeq 
Marshes  to  the  outfoll  at  New  Gunthorpe  sluice ; 
which  was  estimated  at  4,41521  4^.  4(/.,  but  was  ex- 
pected greatly  to  exceed  that  sum.  The  board 
nflolved,  that  if  the  commissioners  of  the  North 
Xievel  would  take  upon  themselves  the  execution 
of  the  plan,  and  bear  the  expense  thereof,  the  cor- 
poration would  co-operate  with  all  parties  by  ad- 
Vandng  the  sum  of  1000/.,  and  no  more,  towards 
the  expenses  thereof,  which  sum  was  to  be  bor- 
jTOwed  under  the  corporation  seal,  upon  security 
of  the  taxes  raised  for  the  use  of  the  Middle  and 
South  Levels.  The  work  was  performed,  and  the 
jnoney  advanced  by  the  corporation ;  nor  was  its 
appUcation  injudicious,  as  the  improvement  of 
the  river  below  Wisbech  tended  essentially  to  ^ 
the  security  of  the  south  bank  of  Moreton*s  Leara, 
which  is  the  great  protection  of  the  Middle  Level. 

This  improvement,  although  highly  advantage- 
ous to  the  quicker  passage  of  the  upland  waters 
to  sea,  was  not  of  sufficient  extent  to  make  the 
outfall  complete.     In  addition  tp  which,  the  rivers 
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botween  Wisbech  and  Peterborough  were  in  a  very 
imperfect  stale,  as  well  for  the  purposes  of  drain- 
age as  of  navigaiion.  In  the  year  1783,  freqiieDl 
incelings  of  the  conntry  were  convened,  to  lake 
Ihia  important  subject  into  consideration  ;  a  draft 
of  a  bill  was  prepared,  and  the  corporation  agreed 
to  advance  Ihe  sum  of  500/.,  on  the  part  of  the 
Middle,  and  500/.  on  the  part  of  the  North  Level, 
and  one  shilling  an  acre  was  to  be  laid  apon  the 
wash  lands,  together  with  a  tonnage  toll,  and 
other  regulations.  The  plan,  however,  led  to  no 
practical  result,  and  ultimately  proved  a  fiailure, 
Again  and  again  was  the  inalteragilalfd;  but  the 
several  interests  were  too  conflicling  to  enable  the 
parlies  to  arrive  at  any  definite  measure.  Th« 
North  Level  continued  to  evince  considerable  anK- 
iety  for  an  improved  drainage.  Great  sums  hari 
been  wisely  expended  in  heightening  and  strength- 
ening tlie  j^rtat  hfinicr  bank,  on  the  norlli  o 
Whittlesey  Wash,  under  the  vigilant  and  never- 
ceasing  care  of  the  late  John  Wing,  Esq. ;  still  tfai 
internal  drainage  was  obviously  in  a  most  defec 
tive  state.  In  1809,  the  late  John  Rennie,  Esq.* 
made  a  report  as  to  tbe  drainage  of  the  £rst  dia 
Irict  within  the  Norlli  Level ;  and  some  few  year 
afterwards  he  was  employed  to  view  the  whole  o 
that  Level,  the  adjacent  countries,  draining  thei 
waters  into  the  Wisbech  river,  and  also  the  oot 


•  Some  biographical  notice;  of  iliis  Tery  eraiaeat  engin« 
will  be  founil  in  a  Tulurc  part  of  ihia  work.  Wider  the  head  < 
"  The  Eau  Brink  tut." 
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fiid  to  sea.  A  very  luminous  report  followed,  pro- 
jecting extensive  plans  of  improvement,  both  as 
regarded  the  internal  drainage  of  the  North  Level, 
South  Holland,  and  the  hundred  of  Wisbech,  the 
Whittlesey  washes,  and  the  outfall  to  sea,  as  far  as 
Crabb  Hole.  His  schemes,  however,  were  too 
slopendousy  and  the  sum  required  too  alarming 
for  immediate  realization.  Alas!  restricted  cur* 
rency,  free  trade,  national  faith,  and  agricultural 
distress,  had  begun  to  make  most  rapid  strides  and 
fearful  ravages,  amongst  the  industrioiis  and  virtu- 
bus  tosses  of  the  community.  The  general  plan 
was  not  persevered  in,  althougli  it  was  by  mo 
fneans  finally  abandoned. 

Lord  William  Bentincke,  the  brother  of  tb6  pre- 
sent duke  of  Poilland,  and  now  governor-general 
of  India,  a  nobleman  of  high  rank,  disdngdishcfd 
talents,  great  influence,  and  indomitable  perseve- 
rance, bad  for  some  time  become  the  proprietor  of 
considerable  property  in  the  country,  called  Marsh 
Lfttidt  lying  between  the  two  outfalls  to  sea  of 
Wisbech  and  of  Lynn.  His  lordship  had  for  many 
years  represented  in  parliament  the  county  of  Not- 
tingham, where  his  brother  resided,  and  had  great 
possessions ;  but  at  the  last  general  election  he  re- 
fliigned  that  seat,  and  was  unanimously  elected 
for  the  ancient  borough  of  King^s  Lynn.  It  is  but 
justice  to  bis  lordship  to  say,  that  no  man  ever  foH 
a  greater  desire  to  advance  the  general  improve- 
ment of  the  country.  His  manner,  perhaps^  was 
sometimes  too  deciswe^  and  his  plans  too  gigantic 
for  the  more  confin^  views  of  fen-men  io  genenii.. 
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Be  this  as  it  may,  his  loi-dsliip  was  tadefaligable, 
being  aided  in  his  designs  by  his  friend  and  oeigb- 
bour,  Thomas  Hoseason,  E^q.,  whose  career  in  the 
fens  has  been  scarcely  less  brilliaDt  and  persever- 
ing than  thai  of  bis  noble  friend.  Of  bis  disinter, 
ttsted  views  he  has  himself,  upon  varioos  occasions, 
enabled  his  hearera  to  form  a  very  correct  estimate. 
Prior  to  the  making  of  the  Eau  Brink  Cat,  near 
Lynn,  there  was  no  regular  communication  be- 
tween the  eastern  and  nortb-west  pacts  of  the 
kingdom ;  but  no  sooner  was  the  great  bridge,  with 
a  temporary  bridge  adjoining  it,  erected  across  Ibc 
cut,  than  Lord  William  Bentincke  and  his  ever 
watchful  coadjutor  foresaw  the  ulterior  advantages 
that  might  accrue  to  the  kingdom  at  targe,  if 
communication  could  be  made  by  means  of  these 
works.  Dilatoriness  was  not  his  lordship's  re- 
proach. A  plan  was  formed,  and  estimates  were 
made,  for  tlic  erection  of  a  bridge  across  the  river 
Nene,  at  Cross  Keys,  otherwise  Sutton  Wash  ;  and 
an  embankment  was  to  be  formed  at  each  end  ol 
such  bridge.  The  amount  of  the  estimate  for  the 
bridge,  embankment,  and  works,  was  speedily 
raised  in  100/.  shares,  and  the  payment  of  th( 
principal  and  interest  guarrantied  by  the  tolls  foi 
crossing  the  bridge  *.  The  bill  for  eflecting  tfaes( 
*  Thu  bridge  has  been  recently  erected,  and  tbe  embank 
ment  completed,  under  a  contract  with  Sir  Edward  Banks,  axv 
the  superintendence  of  tbe  present  John  Rennie,  £^.  Th 
bridge  over  the  Eau  Brink  Cut,  that  over  Sutton  Wash,  an> 
the  one  previously  erected  over  Fossdykc  Wash,  below  Spald 
ing,  make  a  complete  communication  between  the  east,  aoi 
north,  and  north-west  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
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purposes  was  introdnced  into  parliament ;  its  pro* 
visions^  however^  did  not  escape  the  vigilance  of 
those  who  were  interested  in  the  drainage  of  the 
North  Level ;  they  foresaw  that  the  contraction  of 
the  stream  by  the  arches  of  the  bridge  and  its 
united  embankmentSi  might,  in  the  then  state  of 
the  river,  be  attended  with  very  serious  conse- 
quences to  the  security  of  the  Fens.  Although 
opposed,  the  bill  ultimately  passed  into  a  law; 
receiving  the  royal  assent  on  the  26th  of  May, 
1826;  but  with  a  specific  clause  that  the  bridge 
and  embankments  should  not  be  made  until  after 
the  then  next  session  of  parliament ;  a  restraint 
imposed  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  giving  the 
North  Level  proprietors  an  opportunity  of  adopt- 
ing some  feasible  plan  for  improving  the  river  be- 
low Wisbech  and  the  outfall  to  sea.  Without 
doobt  this  statute  contributed  to  hasten  a  plan  of 
a  more  general  practical  improvement. 

After  a  variety  of  meetings,  and  much  discus-  Nene  oatfou 
sion  between  the  parties  concerned,  a  bill  was 
passed,  entitled  **  An  act  for  improving  the  out- 
fall of  the  river  Nene,  and  the  drainage  of  the 
lands  discharging  their  waters  into  the  Wisbech 
river^  and  the  navigation  of  the  said  Wisbech  river, 
from  the  upper  end  of  Kinderley*s  Cut  to  the  sea, 
and  for  embanking  the  salt  marshes  and  bare  lands 
lying  between  the  said  cut  and  the  sea  *. 

By  this  act,  the  corporation  of  the  Bedford  Level 

*  The  followiog  case  has  been  judicially  decided  under  this 
acl>  although,  not  as  yet  authoritatively  reported.    Some  of  t^e 
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reserved  enliix*  ilii-ir  right  as  commissioners  of  sew- 
ers, but  reliiiqnisiicd  llieir  property  in  tbe  marsh 
laniU  ant]  tbe  eands  then  vested  iu  them  by  the 
Tid(i  ami  Newton  act.  The  value  thereof  (with 
CKiilribiitiuus  Iron)  various  districts  aud  public 
bodies)   was  nppticd   to  raise   part   of  tlie  wayi 

imintfi  raiKil  may  perhaps  be  not  iiui)>|)licable  iiereurur,  OB^^ 
uihcr  ciri-unistouco :  - 

Mbhaelmiu  Term,  10  Gen.  IV.,  Oct.  tl,  11520.         'C 
Tnc  Kiss  t>.  thk  CouMistiaKsaa  ot  rnKNicitB  OtrrruWl 

Tilhf* — Pfioiile  Act  of  PMliamtnt—Cot»prtuatiim.  'J 
AprivaU  act  of  parliament,  which  lUreeti  a  compeiudftoii  telf 
made  to  ihf  teveral  prnoiu  iaterti'leJ  "  in  ant/  laarlt,  ttmdt,  taW 
tarjiti.  baildiiig<.  Or  other  he'etlUnmrnt*."  uitdfur  (Ac  puipaitt  it 
the  act,  "  orfi/r  ang  Aimage  which  thail  hart  lieea  ilont  tk*rtl6 
or  to  the  farlU*  interMted  Ih^Ttin,"  doet  not  tntiUt  a  rioor  or  loj 
imptoprialor  to  a  comptntalioa  in  reipect  of  tilheohle  ta»d$  takr. 
for  thf  purpost.i  of  the  nit,  and  tkerehy  Tendered  'menjiittU  of  pro 
dueing  tithe,- 

Thle  was  a  rule  calling  u[>oii  the  coinmissiuoera  for  poltiii 
ill  execution  au  act  of  parliament,  7  &  8  Geo,  IV.,  c.  68,  intitule 
"  An  Act  for  imijroving  tlie  Onlfall  of  the  Rirer  Nene,  and  tb 
Dr.-iinagc  of  the  Lands  illscharging  (heir  Waters  into  the  Wi 
beeh  River,  ond  the  Navigation  of  the  aairl  WUhech  Ri»er,  froi 
the  upper  En<l  of  Kinderley'B  Cut  to  the  Sea  ;  ami  for  embanl 
ing  the  fait  Manhes  and  bare  Sands  lying  between  tbe  aa 
Cut  and  the  Sea,"  to  shew  cause  why  a  writ  of  moaiam 
should  not  issue,  commanding  them  to  issue  their  nairant 
the  shej-iO'  of  the  county  of  Lincoln,  to  empannel  a  jury  to  a 
SCBS  n  sum  or  sums  of  money  10  be  paid  by  tbe  said  commi 
sioners  to  the  Itev.  Thuma^  Leigh  Benuelt,  as  a  satisfaction 
comi>ensaticHi  for  the  dainnge  done  in  the  exccHtioo  of  the  sa 
act  to  the  rectory  and  vicaruge  of  Lung  Sullon,  iu  the  cawi 
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and  means  for  the  execution  of  the  gigantic  work 
contemplated  by  the  act.  Whatever  further  funds 
might  be  required,  were  to  be  provided  by  the 
North  Level  commissioners ;  and  the  author  has 
always  con8idei*ed  the  plan,  as  far  as  regards  tlie 
North  Level  commissioners,  one  of  the  boldest 

€f  Lincoln.  Upon  cause  being  shewn  against  the  rvtle,  thtf 
Court  ordered  it  to  be  enlarged ;  and  directed  the  facta  to  be 
stated  for  their  opinion  in  a  special  case,  of  which  the  foUowing 
is  the  solwtance  : — 

Bj  tiie-aet  of  parliament  referred  to  in  the  rale>  certain  com- 
ttissiooers  for  execoting  the  act  were  incorporated,  under  the 
ttame  and  style  of  '*  The  Commissioners  of  the  Nene  Outfall/* 
Mid  provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
tlM  commissioners  for  executing  the  act. 

Bj  tlie  34th  section  of  the  act,  '^aU  bodies  politic,  corporate, 
or  coUegiate,  corporations  aggregate  or  sole,  tenants  for  life  or 
ialail,^.,  on  behalf  of  themselves,  or  other  persons,  &c.,  who 
•hoald  he  seised,  possessed,  or  interested,  of  or  in  any  lands, 
•aaads,  tenements,  buildings,  or  hereditaments,  wtiich  shall  be 
vtanted  for  any  of  the  purposes  of  the  act,  are  empowered  to 
contract  for,  sell,  and  convey  the  syne  to  the  oommissioners ; 
ftiid^  in  case  the  parties  interested  and  the  commissioners  can- 
not or  do  not  agree  as  to  the  amount  of  compensation,  such 
Mlowit  to  be  estimated  and  settled  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury,*' 
s«  Hwrdnafter  mentioned. 

By  tiie  a6th  section,  it  is  enacted,  "  that  in  case  any  body 
politic,  &c.,  shall  not  agree  with  the  said  commissioners  for  the 
•ik  and  conveyance  of  their  respective  estatm  and  interest,  or 
aball  not  make  a  clear  title  to  the  same,  the  commissioners  or 
the  said  committee  may  issue  a  warrant  or  precept  to  the 
•heriff,  &c ,  to  empannel  a  jury  to  assess  the  sum  or  sums  of 
money  to  be  paid  by  the  commissioners  to  the  respective 
bodies,  peisons^  or  parties  interested,  as  a  compensation  or 
sattsfkction  for  the  purchase  of  such  lands,  sands,  tenement. 


ctToL'Ls  at  Improvement,  recorded  in  llie  Feus ;  one 
no  doubt  can  be  reasonably  entertained  of  its  uiti 


any  djimagi 


buildings,  or  licrcJitumcnts  res|iecllvely,  or  for 
which  shall  have  been  done  thereto,  or  tu  the 
cstcd  therein  respectively,"  &c. 

By  the  31lh  section,  it  is  enacteil,  thai  the  several  verdict 
which  the  juries  shall  give  "concerning  the  compensmion  ti 
be  made  for  the  value  of  any  lands,  sands,  tenemeutj,  build 
inga,  or  other  heredilauients,  and  for  any  injury  austiuncd,  o 
to  he  sustained,  shall  be  distinct ;  and  the  snid  juries  shall  dis 
tinguish  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  to  he  pnid  for  the  value  o 
liny  such  lands,  &c.,  from  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  to  be  paii 
for  nny  such  injury  or  damage  as  aforesaid,  separately  an 
apart  from  each  other ;  and  also  shall  settle  nhat  shores  aa 
proportions  of  such  several  sums  of  money  shall  be  allowe 
nud  paid  to  tuiy  tenant  or  tenants,  or  other  person  or  petsoni 
having  a  partial  estate,  term,  or  interest  in  the  prcniisea,  fc 
his  or  their  interest,  or  respective  interests  therein." 

Ity  section  39,  it  is  enacted,  "  that  the  parties  sustainii 
nny  real  or  supposed  injury  or  damage  shall  give  a  notice 
writing  to  the  commissioners,  &c.,  within  the  space  of  tv 
calendar  months  next  after  the  time  when  the  a^tne  shall  ha* 
been  sustained ;  which  notice  shall  stale  the  particulars  gf  bd 
injury  or  damage,  and  the  amount  of  the  compensation  or  sat 
faction  claimed  in  respect  thereof." 

The  Hev.  Thomas  Loigh  Bennett,  at  whose  instance  this  v 
was  obtained,  was,  at  the  time  of  passing  the  act,  and  still 
lay  impropriator  of  the  parish  of  Long  Sutton,  in  the  com 
of  Lincoln,  and  also  vicar  of  the  same  parish  ;  and  as  snch 
impropriator  and  vicar,  entitled  to  the  great  or  rectorial  titb 
and  also  to  the  small  or  vicarial  tithes,  of  Ihc  same  pariah. 

According  to  the  map  or  plan,  and  the  schedyles  of  referei 
alluded  to  in  the  act,  as  ascertaining  the  course  of  the  propo 
new  cut  or  channel,  that  new  cut  or  channel  will  pass  tbroi 
(he  titheable  lands  of  the  rectory  and  vicarage  of  Long  Sutt 
which  have  hitherto  produced  corn  nn<l  grass,  from  whe 
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mate  utility.  Some  new  amendments  were  made 
in  the  act^  during  the  last  session  of  parliament, 

Mr.  Bennett  and  his  predecessors  have  been  accustomed  to  take 
«nd  receive  great  and  small  tithes. .  According  to  that  plan^ 
upwards  qf  two  hundred  acres  of  such  titheable  lands  will  be 
taken  for  the  purposes  of  the  commissioners,  and  cut  away  for 
the  making  of  the  new  cut»  and  the  surface  destroyed  and  ren- 
dered incapable  of  bearing  com  and  grass. 

Before  the  application  for  this  rule,  the  commissioners,  by 
their  workmen,  commenced  the  cutting  away  of  the  titheable 
land!  aforesaid,  in  the  direction  of  the  proposed  cut,  and  ac 
coiding  to  the  map  or  plan  j  and  Mr.  Bennett,  at  the  request  of 
the  partief  to  whom  the  tithes  were  leased,  made  a  reduction 
of  At.  per  acre  in  the  rent  at 'which  they  were  then  demised 
throughout  the  parish.  Upon  this,  Mr.  Bennett  made  to  the 
eommisaioners  a  proposal  for  .a  certain  amount  of  compensa- 
tion^ to  be  made  to  Kim  in  respect  of  the  premises^  which  was 
declined  by  the  commissioners,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  an 
interest  only  in  the  produce  of  the  soil,  and  not  in  the  soil  it- 
adf  $  and  that  they  were,  therefore,  not  liable  to  make  any 
eompensation  for  the  loss  of  the  tithes. 

Mr.  Bennett  has,  within  the  proper  time,  required  the  com- 
miasionen  to  summon  a  jury,  under  the  d6th  section  of  the  act, 
to  inquire  of,  assess,  award,  and  give  a  venlict  for,  a  sum  of 
money  to  be  paid  by  them  to  him,  as  a  compensation  or  satis- 
fiurtion  for  the  damage  which  he  will  sustain  by  reason  of  the 
premises^  and  has  complied  with  the  other  requisitions  of  the 
aet  preparatory  to  such  proceeding.  The  commissioners  and 
their  conmiittee  have  refused  to  summon  such  jury,  upon  the 
ground  that  Mr.  Bennett  is  not  a  party  entitled  to  any  compen- 
sation within  the  meaning  of  the  statute.  Upon  this  refusal, 
the  present  rule  was  obtained. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  was,  whether  Mr. 

.  Bennett,  as  lay  impropriator  and  vicar  of  the  parish  of  Long 

Sutton,  was,  under  the  act  above  cited,  1  &S  Geo.  IV.,  c.  B5, 

entitled  to  compensation,  in  respect  of  the  titheable  lands  of  the 

bebg  taken  and  cut  away  for  the  purposqi  of  the  act, 


which  cannot  be  matter  of  n'onder^consiileriogtl 
great  varit;ty  of  objects  embraced  ia  its  outoenM 

provisions. 

nnd  the  dnmB^  he  would  snEt.Vm  si  such  lay  E  in  propria  tor  ii 
vicar,  or  in  either  character,  thereby.  If  Ihe  Court  should  1 
of  opinion  in  the  nffirmative,  a  peremptory  maiidamtu  wai 
Usue  :  If  in  the  negative,  the  rule  to  be  discharged. 

Mr.  TalfoHTft,  in  support  of  tbe  rule. — The  right  of  the  pr 
sent  applicant  to  compensation  depends  upon  two  questions  :- 
first,  whether  he  is  a  jiarty  interested  in  the  two  hundred  scr 
of  lithenble  land,  which  have  been  taken  by  the  comtnisiiont 
fur  the  purposies  of  the  act ;  or,  secondly,  whether  he  bas  sv 
lained  sueb  damage  or  injury  thereby  as  will  on  that  grou 
entitle  him  to  set  up  such  a  claim.     It  is  contended,  that  he 
interested  in  respect  of  the  tithes,    which,  although  not  t 
pressly  mentioned,  may  be  compreben4piJ  under  the  gene 
"  other  hereditaments,"  which  occurs  in  all  the  clnui 
of  [he  net  applicable  to  compensation.     The  term  "  intereste 
ia  not  to  be  construed  strictly,  but  as  referable  to  other  o 
compeiiaation,  and  to  ihe  intention  of  the  legislature,  whi 
nn  doubt,  was    to  make  an    allowance  In   respect  of  titlu 
since,  otherwise,  all  the  titheable  lands  in  the  parish  might 
taken  by  the  commissioners,  end  the  titbe-ownera  thua  be 
prived  of  their  whole  produce.     But,  supposing  he  is  not 
this  account  "  interest^),"  yet  he  ia  within  tbe  meaning  of 
statute  as  a  party  injured  ;  because  the  land,  as  ststrd  In 
case,  has  been  rendered  unproductive  as  titheable  land. 

[_Mt.  Jiutice  Bayley. — Suppose  the  owners  of  this  land 
voluntarily  given  it  up  to  the  commissioners,  would  the  par 
then  have  beeu  entitled  to  a  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
tithes  ?] 

Perhaps  not ;  but  the  fact  being  otherwise,  it  is  to  bs  | 
sumed  that  the  commissiouers  contracted  for  the  purchasi 
the  laud,  as  being  liable  to  the  paymc-nt  of  tithes  ;  or  thai 
circumstauce  of  that  liability  reduced  tbe  ompeusatJon  aw. 
cd  to  the  proprietors. 
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The  works  are  now  in  progress  tinder  the  snper- 
tntendence  of  the  present  John  Rennie^  Esq.,  a 

J/r.  T,  Ctaribofi,  contrk,  was  stopped  by 

iir.  JutHee  Batfleif. — ^This  act  must  be  constraed,  like  all 
toch  acts^  in  the  same  manner  as  we  should  constnie  a  private 
agreement  between  the  parties.  The  first  clause  stated  in  the 
case,  provides  for  cases  wliere  the  parties  legally  interested  in 
ther  soil  make  an  agreement  with  the  commissioners  for  the  db- 
•poaal  of  that  interest ;  and  the  next,  which  is  the  d6th,  as  tMl 
••  oIlMir  subsequent  clauses,  for  those  in  which  they  cannot 
agree.  In  order  to  bring  the  present  claimant,  who  is  the 
▼icar,  within  these  latter  clauses,  it  is  contended,  that  he  was 
**  Interested**  in  these  lands,  or,  at  least,  it  is  said  he  has  re- 
celred  damage ;  and,  in  either  event,  is  entitled  to  be  com- 
ptttMlcd.  It  it  said,  that  the  interest  he  has  in  the  tithes  is  an 
kUeraat  in  "  other  hereditaments,**  which  is  one  of  tlie  ii^- 
tcrests  provided  for :  but  he  is  not  interested  in  the  soil,  nor 
has  he  any  interest  in  the  tithes  until  the  subject-matter  of 
them  arise*  The  former  owners  might  have  used  this  land  so 
Ifciat  It  should  not  produce  titheable  matter  i  the  commissioners, 
the  present  owners,  by  applying  it  to  the  purposes  of  the  act, 
kave  done  no  more,  und  have  done  only  what,  by  law,  they 
have  a  right  to  do.  The  vicar,  then,  having  had  no  legal  right, 
can  have  received  no  legal  prejudice.  The  argument,  that  the 
whole  parish  may  thus  be  taken  away,  is  an  argument  to  be 
vsed  to  the  legislature. 

Mr.  JmMtiee  lMHedale.—T)i\ti  is  the  first  application  of  this 
kliMl  that  has  ever  been  made,  although  so  many  canal  acts 
have  passed,  the  operations  of  which  would  probably  be  the 
ff«>#i  as  is  here  complained  of  (I).    It  is  attempted  to  support 

(t)  In  the  acts  of  parliament  for  the  Grand  Junction  Canal 
Company,  and  the  London  Dock  Company,  a  compensation  is 
directed  to  be  made  to  persons  entitled  to  tithes :  in  the  for- 
mer* by  estimating  the  value  of  the  tithes  immediately  before 
the  taking  and  using  the  lands  $  and  in  the  latter,  by  referring 
to  the  average  price  of  com  during  a  certiiin  number  of  yearsl 

VOL.    I.  2  Y 
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oulfiill ;  which  bill,  in  all  probability,  will  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  legislature.  The  measure  for 
improving  the  drainage  and  navigation  between 
Wisbech  and  Peterborough,  including  the  great 
Wash,  will  certainly  follow.  May  John  Duke  of 
Bedford  live  to  behold  the  unskilful  errors  of  those 
who  had  undeservedly  won  the  confidence  of  his 
illnstrioas  ancestors  corrected  and  amended^  for 
the  benefit  of  the  present  and  of  all  future  ages ! 
The  progress  of  these  measures  of  improvement 
proves^  that  the  spirit  which  animated  the  honse  of 
Russell,  in  other  times^  in  the  service  of  the  Bed- 
ford Level,  hath  not  yet  departed. 
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of  great  practical  utility^  the  respective  duties  of 
feach  snperinteudeht  being  clearly  defined^  and  his 
responsibility  appai*ent.  The  whole  Level  is  par- 
titioned into  numerous  private  districts,  for  the 
convenience  of  drainage ;  jvhich  districts,  being 
under  the  regulation  of  their  respective  commis- 
sioners and  proprietors,  present  no  subject  of  in- 
terest  to  the  reader.  The  author,  therefoi'e,  con* 
fineB  fafihself  to  a  general  description  of  the  three 
of  the  Level,  and  of  the  works  under  the 
management  and  control  of  the  cor* 
Iporation. 

THE  NORTH  DIVISION  OF  THE  MIDDLE 

LfeVEL. 

-it  wis  resolved,  that  the  following    be  the  North oiH- 
southern  and  eastern  boundary  of  the  North  Di-  Urtu 
vision  of  the  Middle  Level.    From  the  end  of  the 
l^orty  Feet  River  near  Ramsey,  along  that  river  to 
tUe  Sixteen  Feet  Drain;  from  thence  along  the 
t^itoen  Feet  Drain  to  Popham*s  Eau  at  the  Black 
iSliiice ;  from  thence  along  Pophaiirs  Eau  to  Well 
Cfe^k;  and  from  thence  along  Well  Creek  to  the 
river  Ouze,  at  Salterns  Lode  Sluice;  and  that 
whatever  concerns  the  corporation  on  the  east 
irfdfe  6f  the  Ouze,  and  northward  and  westward  of 
the  above  boundary,  and  westward  of  Ramsey 
^Wn^  whether  within  the  Middle  Level  or  out  of 
ity  be  considei*ed  as  within  or  attached  to  the 
N6rth  Division  of  that  Level ;  including  More- 
<dA*8  Learn  Wash,  and  the  outfall  to  sea  through 
H^^Keb,  so  far  as  the  Middle  Level  is  interested 
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titervin ;  lAgetber  with  tbe  Tongs  Dra'm,  and  the 
bask  ol  tte  Ovie  apportioned  to  the  corporat'ioa 
at  tfceaat  cai  «ff  tbau  draia. 

TW  faHawsi;  are  the  priocipal  works  at  this 
tJOK  m  cbar^  and  inaiDtenance  of  tbe  corpora- 
tvaa,  sitnate  vithto  aad  attached  to  this  division: 

Banks. 

The  Barrier  back  oa  tbe  south  side  of  More- 
toa's  Learn,  to  the  Ball  poblic-house,  called  (he 
Scnrndgroand  bank ;  tbe  same  from  Basiogbally 
comer  (tbe  higfaliuds  of  Whittlesey  field  intev 
Traing  between  Strand^rooDd  bank  and  that 
place)  to  Tover-boosc,  near  Gavbim,  including 
Horsecroft  and  the  Five  Mile  bank.  This  bank 
was  originallf  iqade  by  Bishop  MoretQp,  tfmp. 
Henry  Til. 

N.  B.  The  great  bank  adjoining  Waldersey, 
and  extending  from  Goybim  to  Wisbech,  is  a 
pablic  tampike  road,  and  is  repaired,  partly  by 
the  trustees  of  the  tampike  (9  Geo.  IV,  c.  73.X 
and  partly  by  tbe  Waldersey  proprietors  (9  Gea 
IV.  c.  19.).  The  corporation  of  tbe  Bedford  Level 
has  hitherto  cootribnted  30/.  per  annam  towards 
its  support. 

The  two  banks  of  the  Tongs  Drain  or  Marsh- 
land Cut.  Also,  the  portion  of  the  great  bank  of 
the  Ouze  at  the  cast  or  sea  end  of  the  Tougs 
Drain. 

N.  B.  The  corporation  receives  a  certain  annnal 
som  from  the  Haling  commissioners  under  the 
Haling  Act  (30  Geo.  Ill,  c.  83.) ;   and  also  for 
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another  part  on  the  west  bank.  These  sums  are 
I>Md  by  Mr.  Smetham,  of  Lynn,  and  Mr.  Lem^- 
non^  of  Downham  Market. 

The  bank  between  the  Old  Bedford  and  Welf 
Creek. 

Sluices. 

« 

Standground  sluice,  near  Peterborough.  sioioet. 

Salter's  Lode  sluice,  near  Downham  Market^ 
Norfolk. 

The  sluices  at  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  Tongs 
Drain,  between  Nordolph  corner,  in  Upwell,  and 
Stow  bridge. 

The  Black  sluice,  at  the  end  of  Popham*s  Eauj, 
near  Upwell. 

Bridges. 

Pond's  bridge*,  over  BevilFs  Learn,  between  Bridget. 
Ramsey  and  Whittlesey. 
:  The  Three  Holes  bridge,  over  Popham's  Eau. 

The  bridge  over  the  Black  sluice. 
. '  The  bridge  over  the  Tongs  Drain^  at  Nordolph, 
is  repaired  by  the  commissioners  of  the  Wisbech 
and  Downham  turnpike  road  (9  Geo.  IV,  c.  73.). 

Rivers  annually  waded,  i.e.  the  weeds  cut,  hy  the 

Superintendents. 

The  river  Nene,  or  Whittlesey    Dike,    from  iUferi,&c. 
Standground  sluice  by  Ravenswillow,  and  Con<« 
onest  Lode,  to  Whittlesey  Meer. 

*  See  some  remarks  as  to  Uie  repair  of  this  bridge  by  tber 
corporation,  in  a  future  part  of  this  work,  under  the  article 
^'Bridges.'* 
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The  Nene,  from  Whittleiiey  Meer,  by  Vgg  Mfei 
and  Itameey  Meei-,  and  BcnwicU,  to  Flood's  Feri-y 

Ramsey  Lode.— Rill  Lode.— Hooks  Lode.— 
Monk's  Lode.— Hurbeach  Stream.— New  Dike.- 
Raveley  Drain.— Re vill's  Liam,  from  Wbittlesej 
Meer  to  Whittlesey  Dike.— Wluttlt-sey  Dikc- 
The  Nene,  from  Flood's  Ferry  by  Outwell  t< 
Well  Creek.— Well  Creek,  from  the  Nene  to  &il 
ter'sLode  sluice.— The  Tongs  Drain. — Poplmm' 
Eau.— The  Sixteen  Feet,  called  Thiirlow's  Drain 
— The  Twenty  Feet,  called  Moor's  Drain,  ioclad 
ing  Hobb's  Drain,  fmm  Reviirs  Leain  to  the  rirt 

Nene BevilPs  Learn,  from  Duncouib's  Corner  it 

the  Counter  Drain.— The  Cut  or  Drain  bctwew 
Moreton's  Leani  and  Horsecrofl  and  the  Fiv 
Mile  Ranks. 


THE  SOUTH  DIVISION  OP  THE  MIDDLI 

LEVEL. 
iDiTifioa,  It  was  resolved,  that  the  boundary  of  tbia  div 
sion  be  from  the  end  of  the  Forty  Feet  River,  nee 
Ramsey,  where  it  joins  the  river  Nene,  along  tli 
Forty  Feet  River,  to  the  east  side  of  the  drain  in  tt 
Wash,  called  the  Detpb  orThirty  Feet;  and  froi 
thence  to  the  east  side  of  the  Old  Bedford  Rive 
and  along  that  side  of  the  Old  Bedford  to  Earil 
town,  including  the  site  of  the  old  bank  on  tt 
Wash  side  of  that  river,  with  the  Forelands,  I 
the  southern  and  eastern  boundary  of  the  Sout 
Division  of  the  Middle  Level ;  and  that  whatevt 
concerns  the  corporation^  south  and  west  tbere< 
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up  to  the  hard  lands  east  of  Rctmsey  town,  be 
considered  as  within  or  attached  to  the  South 
Division  of  the  Middle  Level:  and  that  the  cause- 
ways across  the  Wash  at  f^rith  and  Mepal^  and 
the  great  dike  and  sluice  opposite  the  Gault  Pits 
at  Braoghill  in  Mepal^  be  considered  as  attached 
to  that  division. 

The  following  are  the  principal  works  in  charge, 
within  and  attached  to  this  division : 

Btmks. 

The  Barrier  bank  on  the  north  side  of  the  Old  Baokt. 
Bedford,   from  Earith  to  the  boundary  line  at 
Welche*s  Dam^  called  the  Upper  Division. 

The  Forty  Feet  bank,  from  the  corner  of  the 
Sutton  and  Mepal  Districts,  to  Welche's  Dam. 

Sluices. 

WelcbcTs  Dam  sluice. 

The  sluice  at  Mepal,  at  the  end  of  the  great  sioicci. 
dike»  leading  from  the  Old  Bedford  to  the  pits  at 
BranghiU  Closes. 

Bridges. 

The  bridges  over  the  Old  Bedford  at  Sutton  Biidget. 
Gault  and  MepaJL 

Welcbe*s  Dam  bridge,  over  the  Forty  Feet. 
The  Forty  Feet  bridge,,  near  Ramsey. 
Pttddock  bridge. 

River  to  road. 
The  Forty  Feet  river.  Riw  t^-wmd. 
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THE  EAST  DIVISION  OF  THE  MIDDLE 
LE^'EL. 

It  was  resolvL'd,  that  the  following  be  the  boun- 
dnryoftheEaslDivisionoftlie  Middle  Level:  From 
the  poiiit  on  the  east  side  of  the  drain  Id  the  Wash 
called  the  Delpli  or  Thirty  Feet,  where  the  line 
of  the  South  Division  turns  southward,  along  the 
Forty  Feet  River  to  opposite  the  Sixteen  Feet 
Drain;  and  froiD  thence  along  the  Sixteen  Feet 
Drain  to  Popbam's  Eaii ;  and  from  thence  along 
Popham's  Eau  and  Well  Creek  to  Salter's  Lode 
sluice ;  and  from  thence  along  the  west  bank  of 
the  Ouze  to  the  One  Hundred  Feet  River;  and 
along  that  river  to  Wellmoor  Lake ;  and  from 
Welhnoor  Lake,  including  the  drain,  to  opposite 
the  corner  called  the  Thorn  Tree ;  and  from 
thence  along  the  south  side  of  the  drain  in  the 
Wash  called  the  Thirty  Feet  or  the  Delph,  to  the 
East  Division  of  the  South  Level ;  and  that  what 
ever  concerns  the  corporation  lying  within  tbi 
above  boundary,  and  not  included  in  the  NortI 
Division,  be  considered  as  within  the  said  Eas 
Division  of  the  Middle  Level ;  and  that  the  car 
of  the  dam  at  Wellmoor  Lake,  and  the  discharg 
of  the  waters  of  the  Wash  through  that  lake,  b 
considered  eis  attached  thereto. 

The  following  are  the  principal  works  in  chargi 
within  or  attached  to  this  division : 

Bunks. 
The  barrier  banks,  from  opposite  the  Forty  Fei 
River  to  the  Thorn  Tree. 
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The  bank  from  the  Thorn  Tree  to  the  One  Hun- 
dred Feet  River. 

The  bank  from  thence^  by  the  side  of  the  One 
Hundred  Feet  and  the  Ouze,  to  the  Old  Bedford 
sluice^  so  far  as  it  belongs  to  the  corporation. 

The  whole  is  called  the  Lower  Division  of  the 
Barrier  Bank. 

Sluices  and  Tunnels. 

The  Old  Bedford.  siuicctMid 

Welney  tunnel.  '^'"'^ 

The  new  tunnel^  through  the  bank  near  Earith.. 

Bridges. 

The  bridge  over  the  Old  Bedford,  at  Welney.     Bridges. 
The  bridge  over  the  Old  Bedford^  at  Welche*^ 
Dam. 

Boot's  bridge. 

River  to  road. 

The  Old  Bedford  from  Welche*s  Dam  to  the  RiTertonNid. 
river  Ouze. 

Such  are  the  works  now  repaired  by  the  cor- 
poration within  the  Middle  Level.  Let  us  pro-^ 
ceed  to  give  some  account  of  the  improvements 
that  have  taken  place  from  time  to  time  in  this 
extensive  part  of  the  Bedford  Level. 

We  have  already  stated,  that  from  the  first  EarfydiMii- 
accounts  of  draining  the  country,  a  mutual  and  DraiimgeAiid 
unnatural  jealousy  has  existed  between  those  con-    * 
cemed  in  carrying  on  the  navigation  through  the 
Great  Level,  and  those  whose  immediate  object 
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wns  tlic  work  of  (hainagc  Those  whose  business 
UU(J  livelihood  ui-ose  from  being  carriers  by  waterj 
were  never  satisfied  with,  uor  ever  thought  tbcy 
would  hiive  enough  of  their  favourite  elcmentt, 
and  seera  to  have  been  afraid  that  the  riven 
thctnseives  would  be  reduced  to  dry  land  ;  whilst 
those  who  proposed  the  recovery  and  presnr^ 
vation  of  the  country,  meant  only  to  confine 
those  rivers  within  their  proper  bounds;  bat 
always  suspected,  that  the  navigators  wdold,  to 
the  extent  of  their  power,  prevent  the  ultimate 
sncces*  of  these  designs.  Hence  the  struggles 
that  unfortunately  took  place  in  obtaining  the 
several  legislative  enactments,  and  hence  the 
provisions  in  favor  of  navigation,  which  form  part 
of  these  enactments. 

Perhaps  the  cause  of  their  jealousies,  like  man^' 
others,  had  no  real  and  substantial  foundation, 
and  originated  in  a  natural  alarm  on  the  part  of  [he 
drainers,  at  measures,  the  result  of  wbioh,  froio 
their  novelty,  it  was  impossible  for  the  most  itige- 
nious  to  calculate,  or  fully  to  comprehend. 

No  doubt  exists  that  there  h  a  natural  alKtttice 
between  drainage  and  navigation  :  it  is  founded 
in  reason,  and  cemented  by  the  strongest  ingre- 
dient Cliat  can  render  alliances  perma'a«nt #— Ufrit/ 
of  interests.  A  navigation  it  is  t^ue>  bad  «ci9t^ 
through  the  several  natural  rirer^,  having  tUeir 
cour^  through  the  Fens,  long,  very  long,  aftterio^ 
to  the  projects  of  drainage  oont6(riplal?6d  in  thtj 
seventeen<tb  century;  but  it  most  btive^b<een  very 
nnuertatD',  very  expensive,  ami  most  impferfCCtiy 
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^c^ucted.  There  were  no  bfmHs  t:(K  b«i  lu^ai 
bojiti;  ways ;  apd  in  general,  the  ^ucces^  of  tbe  voy^ 
age  depended  on,  the  winds,  and  the  manual  labour 
oftb^  nctTigatom ;  a  dependeojce  which  those  who 
ar#  Uie  leost  acquainted  with  th^e  nature  of  an 
ioltmd  niorigatipu  must  readily  adiuii  would 
pi^vjsnt  it9;  being  carried  to  a«y  gr^t  extent. 
Bat  Ibere  is^a  question^  wbic^  may  be  fakly 
asked,  and.  to  which  it  will,  be  difficult  to  ghta 
8Qcb  aoL  aoswer  ais  may  refute  tim  dpctrioe  of 
rsQiprooity  of  interests*  Vov  what  purposes  could 
vM  nAyigatjpn  b^  carried  on^  beyond  thj^  confined 
(HMmNerqe  of  a  few  towj»$^  requiring,  pnly  fui^laod 
otilm*  ^con^de^rable  artiftl^s  of  coipmerqe?  Tbft 
4m»«^  of  thiq  5eps  opened  *.neW:  ft»i  eJUtQpsivo 

!!IB1hi  Jpllf^bitaiit^,.  whose.  1q(:  w^.  tbrowq  In  tjiis 
lb^ni$erable  country^  had.  few  wants^  a»  Abojii? 
tie^QSOf  sqpplyipg  them  wei^a  very  scanty  .J^pxury 
IMS  an  idea  thciy  had  not  a(;quiri^d.4  and  their 
UMiea /Beyer  carried  tbeip  bqyaoMd,  ^;  dmre^  of 
thMS  things^  without  wJhicb  life,  cf^nppj;  i;ub»St# 
Bntwbeftthe  advqnturera  had  drained  th^  p$wui« 
ti4u.wdito»  incpos^uenQe  of  that»  it.was  pe|tpl«d; 
iiillpli;the  lubour  and  industry  of  .the.  inbabU2^lt^» 
ia»^liog  the  ground^  was  rewarded  >y  bpuatepua 
bflrvi^lea  when,  in  tbesobUme  language  of  sacred 
ifriti  this  grcQt, valley  stoQdso  thick  with  corn,Jh(^ 
itrdHlmgh  and ^'^gs  when  the  praphetiq. part  of 
tbi^  ohaiter  of  inc^rporatipn^.  granted  by  King 
Clmrks  I,  was  fulfilled,  'Mbat,  in  those  places^ 
whidi  lately , presented  qptbing  tp  the  eyea^tf*  the 
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beholders  but  great  waters,  and  a  few  reeds,  thin* 
ly  scattered  here  and  there,  under  the  Divine 
mercy,  would  be  seen  pleasant  pastures  of  cattle 
and  kine,  and  many  houses  belonging  to  the  in- 
habitants;"— then  it  was,  that  Navigation  might 
have  perceived  the  advantages  that  arose  from  its 
alliance  with  the  landed  interest,  whose  object 
was  draining;  that  navigation  was  then  first 
employed  in  carrying  the  riches  of  this  country, 
either  into  the  inland  parts  of  this  kingdom,  or  to 
their  sea  ports,  from  whence  it  was  carried  all 
over  the  globe.  The  returns  that  were  made  for 
what  was  carried  out,  produced  plenty  at  home: 
that  plenty  soon  introduced  a  sort  of  lusary, 
which  was  no  longer  contented  with  the  necessa- 
ries of  life;  and  this  established  commerce,  a 
large  share  of  the  advantage  of  which,  accrued  to 
those  who  carried  on  the  navigation.  Then  too  it 
wns,  that  the  adventurers  beholding  the  several 
little  fleets,  that  traversed  the  different  parts  of  this 
country,  freighted  with  its  produce,  should  with 
wonder  and  gratitude  have  acknowledged  their 
obligations  to  those,  by  whose  kind  assistance 
they  first  became,  as  it  were,  a  commercial  people, 
and,  without  whom,  in  vain  had  they  drained  the 
country,  in  vain  had  they  tilled  the  ground.  Such 
might  have  been,  such  ought  to  have  been,  the 
kind  dispositions  of  these  two  interests  towards 
each  other;  but  Prejudice  interfered.  Obstinacy, 
that  constant  attendant  on  Prejudice,  lent  her  aid; 
and  the  suggestions  of  Reason  passed  by  unnoticed. 
But  however  unnoticed  Reason's  suggestions  were. 
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"yet  length  of  time  and  experience^  those  grand 
specifics  for  the  cui-e  of  all  prejudices,  have  con- 
vinced the  several  parties  Concerned,  of  the  troth 
of  what  hath  been  above  advanced.  Draining  and 
navigation  at  last  have  found  out  the  natural 
•connxion  that  subsists  between  them ;  they  have 
ibund  out  and  acknowledged  their  mutual  depen- 
dence. Whatever  mechanical  advantage  the  navi- 
^tion  of  this  country  had  received  from  the  works 
of  the  adventurers ;  though  the  rivers  by  being 
•contained  within  their  banks,  had  in  some  places 
-been  so  much  deepened  as  to  admit  the  passage 
of  vessels  of  greater  burthen  than  had  before  been 
used ;  though  these  banks  were  of  the  greatest 
advantage,  serving  as  roads  by  the  sides  of  rivers^ 
for  the  horses  which  draw  the  boats  along  to  pass ; 
though  sluices  had  been  built  for  draining,  which 
much  improved  the  navigation  ;  yet  no  tolls  had 
ever  been  paid,  no  acknowledgments  made  by  the 
navigators,  for  the  assistance  which  they  received 
from  the  great  and  expensive  works  of  the  adven- 
turers.   The  equity  and  justice,  as  well  as  the  le- 
gality of  such  tolls,  were  suflSciently  understood^ 
and  were  fully  established  and  settled  by  the 
4)harter  of  incorporation  granted  by  King  Charles  I.  Ap^  ^  i37. 
•    There  is  a  very  considerable  navigation  carried 
on  through  the  Great  Level  from  the  port  of  Lynn, 
up  into  Huntingdonshire  and  Northamptonshire, 
by  which  the  inhabitants  of  these  and  the  adja- 
cent counties  are  furnished  with  many  of  the  ne- 
<^essaries  as  well  as  luxuries  of  life,  owing  to  a 
coasting  trade  and  foreign  commerce.   This  navl- 
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gution  Is  carried  on  tlirougb  the  rivor  Neoc.  That 
part  of  it  which  Ittrs  within  the  houndaries  of  the 
Great  Levtl,  waa  in  many  places  filled  ap  and 
decayed,  so  that  it  was  with  great  difhcully  and 
expense  that  the  voyages  were  performed.  Tiiose 
who  carried  on  the  navigation,  and  those  who 
used  this  river  as  a  drain  to  cari-y  off  liieir  waters, 
applied  to  the  Ilcdford  Level  coi'poration  to 
deepen  and  scour  it  out.  Tliat  corporation  saw 
the  necessity  of  the  work,  acknowledged  the 
utility  of  it,  but  nl  the  same  time  confessed  their 
inability  to  undertake  it,  at  so  great  an  expense 
as  stieh  a  work  iniiBt  nmount  to,  which  would 
either  exhaust  the  provitttons  made  for  the  niain- 
tonaitce  of  their  geuecal  works,  or  engage  them 
in  contracting  a  large  debt,  which  in  the  cod 
would  be  of  dangerous  consequences  to  the  other 
parts  of  the  Great  Level.  In  this  situation  were 
thiii"^,  when  a  treaty  was  set  on  foot  by  John 
Duke  of  Hedl'urd,  between  the  Bedford  Level 
and  those  who  carried  on  and  were  principals  in- 
terested in  the  navigation.  The  corporation  of 
Lynn  took  the  lead  on  behalf  of  the  merchants, 
and  were  assisted  by  the  Honorable  Mrt  Horace 
Walpole,  afterwards  Lord  Walpole,  of  Woltertoa, 
and  Sir  John  Turner,  Bart.,  at  that  time  theirre- 
presentatives  in  parliament,  who  m^iifested  great 
intelligence,  candour,  and  diligence  in  the  part 
they  acted  for  the  common  good.  Flans,  memo- 
rials, and  papers  of  different  kinds,  passed  betwem 
the  two  corporations ;  but  there  were  some  points 
of  nicety  and  difficulty  which,  notwithstanding 
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Ike  good  dispositioDS  that  both  parties  brought 
with  them  to  this  treaty,  remained  unsettled.    To 
surmount  these  difficulties,  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
himself  went  down  into  the  country,  and,  with 
other  members  of  the  Bedford  Level  eorporatiout 
in  the  summer  of  the  year  1753^  met  a  committee 
of  the  Lynn  corporation  at  Fluntingdon,  where 
all  the  matters  in  difference  were  maturely  con- 
sidered, and  the  general  outlines  for  an  act  of 
parliament  were  drawn.  The  several  parties  in* 
torested,  well  pleased  with  each  other,  agreed  to 
apiMy  to  parliament  at  the  ensuing  session,  to 
obtmn  their  sanction  for  what  they  agreed  would 
te  io  much  for  the  mutual  beneit  of  draining  and 
navigation*    In  pursuance  of  which,  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  parliament^  a  bill  was  brought  in,  and 
Uras  carried  through  both  houses  with  the  greatest 
Qnanimity  and  success.    This  act  of  parliament  The  Ncne  Act. 
is  called  the  Nene  Act.   The  policy  of  that  law  is» 
by  tolls  laid  on  the  navigation,  to  raise  a  fund,  for 
aeouring  out  and  deepening  the  river  Nene  in 
aach  a  manner,  that  both  the  ends  of  draining  and 
navigation  may  be  thereby  answered.    For  this 
parpose,  the  corporation  of  the  Bedford  Level  re- 
aounce  the  general  powers  they  had  over  this 
river  and  its  banks  by  the  15th  of  Car  II.,  and 
the  duty  of  making  and  maintaining  a  haling 
way,  is    placed    under    the    care  and    manage- 
ipent    of   commissioners.      And   such    commis- 
sioners are  appointed  for  carrying  the  act  into 
Qxeention,  as,  from  their  several  interests  therein, 
may    be   supposed  to    be    the  most    able   and 
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zealous  in  advancing  the  ends  for  which  it  was 
Obtiiined. 

At  first,  this  undertaking  bore  the  appearance  of 
ultimate  success;  hnt  it  was  soon  obvions  that  the 
resources  of  the  cominissionerewere  inadequate  to 
the  expenses  incurred  in  the  execution  of  the  works 
absolutely  necessary.  The  river  extended  overs 
Space  of  nearly  one  hundred  miles.  Bridges  were 
necessarily  requii-ed  where  fords  were  destroyed. 
The  erection  of  sluices  became  indispensable,  the 
setting  out  and  ntaintenanccof  haling  ways,  costly; 
the  tonnage  toll  was  only  Sd.  per  ton  at  each  of 
the  two  sluiccs(.Standground and  Salter's  Lode).  Ib 
short,  a  debt  of  10,*)00/.  was  conti-acted  :  the  reve- 
nue became  for  many  years  incapable  of  dischaii^- 
ing  any  part  of  the  interest;  the  rivers  grew  op; 
the  navigation  was  only  partially  preserved;  and, 
until  the  year  1810,  all  was  gloom  and  despair 
with  those  who  had  embarked  their  money  in  for- 
warding a  measure  so  apparently  propitious.  Be- 
fore, however,  we  enter  upon  those  events  wbicfa 
imparted  a  hope  of  the  improvement  of  the  Nene 
liavigation,  let  us  consider  some  of  the  measares 
to  which  this  act  necessarily  gave  rise.  Soon  after 
the  act  was  passed,  an  attempt  was  made  t^^tbe 
inhabitants  of  Denver,  in  the  county  of  Norfcrik, 
to  assess  the  tolls  taken  by  the  commissioners  at 
Sntton  Lode  sluice  (which  is  situate  in  that  pa- 
rish) to  the  poor  rates.  This  attempt  was  resisted, 
and  ultimately  gave  rise  to  the  following  judicial 
decision,  which  it  is  right,  for  the  information  of 
other  times  and  other  persons,  to  place  upon 
record. 


BA8T  DIVISION  OF  THE  MIDDLB  I^VSL.  79f 


The  King  v.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navigation  App.  p.  W7. 
of  Salter's  Lode  Sluice  to  Standground  Sluice, 
1792,  KB.  4  Term  Rep.  730. 

A  poor-rate^  by  which  the  defendants  were  as- 
MSSjsd  to  the  reliief  pf  the  poor,  in  the  parisl)  qf 
3^n|dgrcHind,  for  the  tolls  of  a  sluice,  was  ccm- 
firmed  at  the  £1^  sessions,  subject  to  the  opinioa 
4>ft^i^  court  on  the  following  case. — In  that  part 
fii  the  parish  pf  Standground^  which  is  within  th^ 
'|[fle  of  Ely,  a  certain  sluice  was  erected  in  the  year 
16^,  called  3tandground  Sluice,  and  was  sup- 
fKiit^  hy  the  corporation  of  the  Be(|&>rd  Level  af 
a  wppk  pf  drainage  only,  across  a  navigable  riyier^ 
ealle^  the  river  Nene,  to  prevent  the  waters  riUT 
nifig  down  the  said  river,  and  tp  turn  the  sa^e 
^ififim  a  new  cut,  called  Moreton-s  Leam.  In  tt^e 
fsfue  17^>  M^  was  found  necessary  to  apply  to  pai*- 
liaiDjeioyt  for  an  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  th^e 
ijil^rl^eiie ;  and^  accordingly,  in  the  25  Geo.  IL,  asf. 
apt  was  obtained  for  improving  and  preserving  the 
fff^vjgation  from  Salter's  Lode  sluice,  in  Norfolk^ 
40  £(tandgrouad  sluice,  &c.;  in  which  certain  toll^ 
were  made  payable  at  the  said  sluice,  in  the  parish 
jif Standground,  by  every  person  who  should  carry 
or  convey  any  goods  through  it,  up  or  down  the 
river.  The  tolls  are  collected  at  the  sluice  by  an 
officer  resident  there,  and  appointed  by  the  com- 
missioners under  that  act ;  and  they  are  by  the 
.mdd  act  vested  in  the  commissioners,  and  directed 
to  be  applied  and  disposed  of  for  the  several  uses 
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and  purposes  of  the  said  act,  and  to  no  other  use 
or  purpose  whatsoever- 
Lord  Keni/on,C.  J.,  delivered  the  opioion  of  the 
court  in  the  following  terms: 

"  It  is  not  sufficient  to  point  out  property  with- 
in the  parish,  in  order  to  shew  that  it  is  rateable 
to  the  poor ;  hut  there  must  also  be  some  person  or 
persons  in  the  henolicifil  occupation  of  it.  I  say 
persons,  because  corporations  may  unquestionably 
be  rated,  though  it  was  once  thrown  out  hy 
Yates,  J.,  that  they  could  not.  Now,  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  there  is  property  which  is  the  subject  of 
a  rate;  but  there  ia  no  occupier  of  it.  The  trus- 
tees have  a  bare  naked  trust,  not  coupled  with  any 
interest.  If  any  interest  resulted,  either  to  the 
commissioners  or  to  the  owners  of  the  adjoining 
land,  after  the  public  purposes  of  the  act  were  an- 
swered, these  tolls  might  have  been  rated.  Bat  it 
is  admitted,  that  all  the  money,  which  is  collected 
under  this  act  of  parliament,  most  be  expended 
forthepurposesof  tbeact;  and  therefore  upon  the 
ground  upon  which  the  court  proceeded  id  Rex  v. 
St.  Luke's  Hospital*;  namely,  that  there  was  no 
occupier,  these  commissioners  are  not  liable  to  be 
rated." 

The  Marshland  Cut,  or  the  Tongs  Drain-|-,  asit 


*  3  Burr.  105». 
f  The  river  obtained  this  appellation  from  its  original  fonn 
having  been  in  the  shape  of  a  pair  of  tongs.  Two  rivcri  were 
first  cut,  which  have  been  aubacquenily  unital.  Downbam,  oi 
Saint  John's  £au,  beirg  one  straight  cut,  has  been  frequentl) 
calleil  the  "  Poker." 


> 
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is  more  usually  called,  was  cut  by  the  adventureiv 
ia  1653^  under  the  authority  of  the  Pretended  act. 
The  design  of  it  was  to  obtain  for  great  part  of 
the  Middle  Lievel  a  nearer  outfall  for  its  waters  to 
the  river  Ouze,  and  so  to  the  outfall^  than  could 
be  procured  by  the  more  circuitous  course  through 
Well  Creek  and  Salterns  Lode  Sluice^  the  latter 
being  frequently  unable  to  run  in  times  of  floods, 
la  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  the  highland 
waters  descending  by  the  Hundred  Feet  Riven 
Not  only  have  the  persons  interested  in  the  pre- 
servation of  the  navigation  always  viewed  this 
auxiliary  drain  with  great  jealousy,  but  even  those 
who  were  concerned  in  the  drainage  have  not  been 
without  their  apprehensions  on  the  same  subject, 
although  the  motives  of  the  parties  were  essen- 
tially different.    The  navigators  feared  that  the 
waters  in  the  rivers  might  run  so  low  as  to  impede 
navigation ;  but  the  alarm  of  the  drainers  arose 
from  an  idea,   that   the   too  frequent    and  too 
continued  use  of  this  Tongs  might  silt  up  Well 
Creek;  and  that  the  waters  being  diverted  from 
their  passage  through  Salter's  Lode  sluice,  the 
great  river  Ouze  would  lose  the  benefit  of  the 
scour  arising  from  the  wliole  of  the  Middle  Level 
waters.     The  Tongs  should  be  run  as  low  as  pos- 
sible in  the  winter,  and  as  seldom  as  possible  in 
the  summer  months.     But  how  is  this  happy  me- 
dium to  be  carried  into  execution  ?    An  attempt 
was  made  by  a  provision  in  the  River  Nene  Act  to 
reconcile  contending  interests.      By  one  of  the 
clauses  it  is  enacted,  ^'  that  the  drain,  called  the 
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Marshland  Cut,  or  the  Tbhgs  Drain,  shall  not  e 
any  time  be  run,  unless  upon  a  breach  of  bank,  c 
in  case  of  imminent  danger  thereof,  or  unleRs  t 
xt^ater^  in  the  said  rivers  be  raised  more  than  c 
foot  above  the  level  of  the  soil  nf  the  lowest  tttndsA 
the  Fens,  nor  inanyoftbe  said  cases,  without  a 
order  in  writing,  signed  by  ten  of  the  river  NeJ 
cttiumissioners,  whereof  fire  to  be  cont  mission  el 
Ibrthc  said  corporation  of  the  Great  Level  oft 
Fens,  or  for  the  borough  of  King's  Lynn  *,  and  t 
otlicr  five  to  be  commissioners  for  the  city  of  F 
terborough,  or  the  places  aforesaid."    Nothing  c 
be  more  indefinite  or  unsatisfactory  than  this  p 
Ttso.    Who  is  to  discover  or  ascertain  in  whi 
part  of  the  Level  the  lowest  lands  of  the  Pens  art 
situated?    Who  is  to  detei-mine   this  debatable 
point  ?   Forsonie  time  after  the  act  was  passed,  an 
order  for  running  the  Tongs  was  always  obtained 
from  five  of  the  board,  at  the  April  meeting,  by 
the  vi^lance  of  some  of  the  country  membere  in- 
terested in  the  welfare  of  the  Middle  Level;  fud 
such  order  was  subsequentlysigned,  when  required^ 
by  the  other  commissioners.    This  plan,  however, 
ceased  for  some  years,  and  the  control  of  ruD^ing 
the  sluice  was  left  in  a  great  measure  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  superintendent  of  the  corporationi 
with  an  understanding  that  he  should  from  time 
to  time  consult  those  members  of  the  board,  who 

*  The  members  of  the  select  bodies  of  the  coq)oratioi»  of  Urt 
Bedford  Level,  anil  of  King's  Lynn,  arc,  ex-offido,  annmissioncrl 
under  the  River  Ncne  Act    App.  p.  500. 


) 
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resided  in  the  neighbourhood  mof^  immediately 
affected  by  the  measure  in  question. 

Thus  matters  continued,  until,  CQmplaiqts  hav- 
ing been  made  to  the  bpard,  it  was  referred  to 
Mr.  Hugh  Wandly,  (one  of  the  most  exp^riencefl 
and  intelligent  fen-men  in  the  Level  J  firsts  to  as- 
certain where^  in  his  opinion,  the  lowest  lands  of 
the  Fens  were  situated ;  and  then  for  hioi  and  Mr. 
Dyson,  the  engineer  to  the  Bedford  Level  corpp- 
ration,  to  devise  some  satisfactory  mode  of  running 
th«  Tongs  sluices;  and  it  was  Mr,  Wandly*s  opi- 
IUOD9  that  the  gages,  or  land  marks,  to  ascertain 
ibis  point,  should  be  fixed  at  Mr.  Searle*s,  or  Mr. 
Wav^ly's  (sLvm,  in  March  West  Fen ;  at  Mr.  Fish- 
er's farm,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Sixteen  Feet 
n^v,  near  Booths  Bridge ;  and  at  th^  Chapel,  or 
Wofif  Hundred  Acre  farm,  near  Benwick. 

{t  should  be  mentioned,  that  previovsly  to  th^ 
i»l>ivUding  of  Salterns  Lode  sluice,  in  1828^  the  cil| 
^of  idlich  was  then  lowered  four  feet  six  inches,  the 
IfA^er  was  considered  by  the  board  at  tjhe  height 
elato4  in  the  proviso^  when  it  was  at  the  lour  feet 
water  mark  on  the  old  cill  of  that  sluice ;  but^ 
of  cpmree,  this  can  no  longer  be  considered  a 
oritecion.  Much  discussion  h/u  recently  bee^ 
fSli9i$/ed  by  this  very  importa,nt  subject;  and  at 
thfi  A^st  Whitsun  meeting  the  foUowii^g  order  was 
SMide: 

7%e  board  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration 
tha^^llftrt  of  the  engineer's  report,  which  related  to 
tbe  running  (^  the  Tongs ;  when,  after  full  deliber 
ration,  and  having  examined  Mr.  Hugh  Wfindly, 
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Mr.  Atkins,  the  officer  of  the  Bardolph-ft'ii  drain- 
age, and  the  enginL'er,  tht-reou,  it  was  ordei-ed,  that 
ut  all  times,  when  the  water  iti  Well  Creek  should 
stiKuI  nioe  feet  on  the  threshold  of  ^Salter's  Lode, 
the  u]>[>er  doors  of  the  Tongs  Drain  should  be  im- 
mediately  opened,  for  the  pnrpose  of  passing  the 
>i-ater  to  sea  by  the  suid  drain,  and  that  the  same 
ehotild  be  so  regulated  by  the  opening  and  closing 
of  the  lower  ebb  doors,  that  a  depth  of  five  feet  six 
inches  might  be  kept  upon  the  thresholds  thereof; 
it  being,  however,  undei'stood.that  in  case  of  great 
emergency,  the  officer  should  have  a  discretionary 
power,  upon  his  own  responsibility, to  deviate  from 
the  higher  gage,  submitting  afterwards  to  the 
board  his  reasons  for  so  doing." 

TJiismustbc  considered  merely  as  an  experiment; 
and  most  sincerely  does  the  author  wish  that  (his 
or  some  other  final  arrangement  may  be  made 
that  will  satisfy  all  parties;  but  he  fears  that  the 
matter  must  always  be  left  more  or  less  to  the 
discretioD  of  those  who,  by  their  directions,  will 
render  themselves  responsible  to  the  board  and  to 
the  country. 

The  state  of  the  Tongs  Diain  came  under  the 
consideration  of  the  board  in  the  year  1807,  io 
consequence  of  a  proposal  to  the  boai-d,  fivm  the 
proprietors  of  lands  in  the  Middle  Level  having 
their  drainage  by  that  cut,  that  the  two  rivers 
should  be  abandoned,  and  one  cut  only  made 
throughout  the  whole  line,  of  sufficient  width  anc 
depth,  and  the  banks  thereof  compressed,  height 
ened,  and  strenghtene^.    The  corporation  agrcet 
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to  advance  the  8um  of  1000/.,  and  the  proprietors 
2000/.;  which  being  done,  this  most  beneficial  im«- 
provemeut  was  fully  carried  into  effect,  under  the 
Buperintendence  of  the  corporation. 

A  further  improvement  of  this  drain  took  place 
in  the  year  1807,  when  the  Middle  Licvel  conimis^ 
sioners  united  with  the  corporation  (the  latter  ad- 
vancing the  sum  of  600/.)  towards  the  execution 
of  the  work,  which  was  effectually  executed  under 
the  superintendence  and  control  of  the  commis^ 
Bioners  acting  uuder  the  Middle  Level  river. 

Before,  however,  the  author  quits  the  subject 
t>f  the  Tongs  Drain,  he  feels  a  very  strong  inclina^ 
tion  to  submit  to  his  readers  some  remote  trans* 
BCtions  in  relation  to  the  history  of  this  river> 
which,  he  considers,  reflects  any  thing  but  honor 
upim  same  at  least  of  the  paities  to  that  trans** 
action. 

The  original  drdns  were  cut  through  lands  of  sirThomM 
a  very  porous  and  swampy  nature,  and  being  at  action. 
times  much  surcharged  with  water, the  same  ouzed 
through  the  banks,  and  inundated  the  adjoining 
lands,  then  the  property  of  one  Sir  Thomas  Hare; 
in  consequence  of  which,  violent  disputes  arose 
between  the  adventurers  and  Sir  Thomas ;  till  at 
length  the  parties  efiected  a  compromise;  and  the 
adventurers  became,  in  1686,  the  purchasers  of  Sir 
Thomas  Hare's  estate  adjoining,  containing  339 
acres,  for  the  sum  of  500/.,  which  was  paid  to  Sir 
Thomas,  and  50  broad  pieces  were  also  then  paid 
to  my  Lady  Hare,  and  the  estate  was  conveyed  to 
trustees,  for  the  benefit  of  the  adventurers.  After 
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thcposaiogoftlicGcDcralDrainageAct,  ISCar.II. 
the  corporation,  relying  upon  tbis  contract,  math 
considerable  alteration  in  the  width  and  depth  ol 
the  two  drains,  and  also  in  the  height  am 
strength  of  the  banks  ;  and  continued  quietly  ir 
possession  under  the  conveyance  from  Sir  Thomas 
until  the  year  1  737,  when  the  then  Sir  Tbotnai 
Haj-e,  having  succeeded  to  the  title  and  estates  o 
bis  aucestor,  set  up  a  claim  to  the  lands  so  par 
chased,  asserting  (what  was  Indeed  the  fact)  thai 
his  ancestor  had  no  [H>wer  to  sell,  having  only  ar 
estate  for  life.  This  claim  was  objected  to  by  tbi 
corporation,  and  a  reference  to  arbitrators  wai 
proposed,  which  in  tlie  end  did  not  settle  the  righti 
of  the  parties.  In  the  year  1739,  Sir  Tboma/ 
brought  an  ejectment  against  the  tenant  of  tbi 
corporation  to  recover  possession  of  the  estate  » 
purchased  of  bis  ancestor,  and  paid  for.  Thii 
ejectment  was  tried  at  Norwich,  by  a  special  jury 
at  the  summer  assizes  In  that  year,  wben  SirTbo 
mas  obtained  a  verdict.  The  corporation  Ten 
aftei*wards  advised  to  file  a  bill  in  the  Excheque 
against  Sir  Thomas,  which,  on  a  hearing  in  tha 
court,  was  dismissed. 

The  corporation,  thus  convinced  that  tfaeie  wa 
no  possibility  of  supporting  their  title,  yet  sensibl 
of  the  importance  of  these  rivers  to  the  preserra 
tion  of  the  Middle  Level,  were  compelled  to  ente 
into  an  agreement  with  Sir  Thomas,  then  in  tb< 
full  possession  of  a  victory.  Of  course,  the  term 
of  the  agreement  were  most  disadvantageous  t< 
the  corporation.     A  committee  of  the  board  wa 
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appointed  to  edrry  on    the  treaty;    and  after 
Tarioas  proposittoas  on  the  part  of  the  corpora*^ 
tioa^  and  counter  propositions  on  the  part  of  Sir 
Thomas  Hare  and  bis  agents^  from  the  superior 
advantage  of  Sir  Thomas^  it  was  finally  agreed 
between  all  parties^  that  SirThomas  Hare^  in  con- 
rideration  of  600/.^  nearly  the  same  amount  having 
been  already  paid  to  his  ancestor,  should  convey 
to  the  corporation  in  fee,  ''  all  those  330  acres  of 
fenny  land  or  marsh  ground^  more  or  less,  called 
Che  Tongs  Wash  lands,  lyiug  and  being  within  two 
twenty  foot  drains,  from  Stow  sluice  near  the  west 
end  oF  Stow  Town,  or  Ptedyke  bank,  and  Well 
creek,  at  the  Clow  of  Nordelphbank,  with  all  ways^ 
iMteitoarses,  easements,  &c%'*    And,  that  after 
fach  conveyance  executed,  the  corporation  should 
giant  Sir  Thomas  a  lease  for  the  term  of  600  years, 
at  the  i^served  rent  of  five  shillings,  of  *'all  thoM 
fl99  acres  of  fenny  laad  or  marsh  ground,  called 
the  Wash  Lands  in  the  parish  of  StowBardolpb, 
between  the  two  drains,  or  twenty  feet  drains^ 
leadmg  from  Stow  sluice,  near  the  west  end  of 
Staw  Town,  or  Podyke  bank,  into  Well  Creek,  or 
Ae  Clow  of  Nordelph ;  and  also  all  their  drains 
or  ents  in  the  parish  of  Stow  Bardolph,  in  or  neat 
the  saSd  wash  lands ;  that  is  to  say,  the  two  forty 
feet  drains,  the  thirty  feet  drain,  the  two  twenty 
feet  drains,  and  also  the  two  twelve  feet  drains; 
and  also  all  their  right  of  fishery  in  the  said  drains^ 
^excepting  two  messuages  in  the  occupation  of 
William  Nurse  and  William  Wells ;  also  except- 
ing to  the  corporation  fell  and  free  liberty,  from 
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time  to  time,  nnd  at  all  times,  to  run  the  * 
tlirotigli  tbc  Biiitl  wash  lands  as  usual,  and  to : 
liny  now  cut  for  the  benefit  of  draining,  ai 
come  upon  the  said  demised  premises,  ot 
part  thei-cof,  to  scour,  reed,  cleanse,  and  mem 
of  tlic  said  banka  and  dmins,  and  to  take; 
out  of  the  said  wash  lands  for  the  repairs  q 
same." 

These  were  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  v 
after  four  years  spent  in  negociation,  refere 
and  expensive  law-suits,  were  in  I  742,  carried 
execution.  On  the  ninth  of  June  in  that 
Sir  Thomas  Hare,  in  consideration  of  600/^ 
cuted  the  cooreyance  in  fee  to  tJie  corpoifl 
and  the  corporation  executed  the  lease  to 
Tliomas  Hare,  whose  descendants  have  been. 
since  in  possession  of  the  estate,  retaining  the 
sums  of  500/.  and  GOOL,  (not  forgetting  tk^ 
broad  pieces  to  my  lady,)  and  payings  onlj 
trifling  reat  of  five  shilliogs  per  annum  to 
corporation. 

Since  the  present  register  has  had  the  bont 
holding  his  office,  he  has,  under  the  direcCio 
the  boai-d,  taken  advice  as  to  the  legality  of 
transaction ;  but  it  seems  that  the  Hares,  of  & 
Hall,  were,  at  that  time,  too  cunniug  for  the 
poration  of  the  Bedford  Level. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  sum  of  fi 
originally  paid  was  then  the  full  value  of  the  1 
purchased.  It  is  now  said  to  be  worth  the  aiu 
sum  of  lOOL 

The  sluice  of  the  Tongs  Drain  at  Nordelph 
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substantially  repaired  some  short  time  since,  and 
the  cill  thereof  lowered.  A  new  sluice  is  now  a.d.  laso. 
lieing  erected  by  the  corporation  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  drain,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr. 
Dyson.  The  cill  is  intended  to  be  lowered  four 
feet,  which  will  then  be  about  two  feet  two  inches 
below  the  cill  of  Salterns  Lode,  and  three  feet  four 
inches  and  a  half  below  the  navigation  cill  of  Den- 
ver sluice. 

Bat  to  return  to  the  consideration  of  other  events 
connected  with  the  Middle  Level : 

In  the  year  1793,  an  act  of  parliament  was  Wuiwcb  cmui 
passed  for  making  a  canal  from  Wisbech,  to  unite  ' 
with  the  river  Nene,  at  Outwell,  being  a  distance 
of  about  six  miles.  The  corporation  and  the  coun- 
try were  induced  to  consent  to  this  measure,  from 
an  idea, that  in  times  of  pressure,  the  waters  of  the 
Nene  might  be  run  through  the  canal  to  the  Wis- 
bech ont&U,  and  a  clause  to  that  effect  forms  part 
of  the  act  of  parliament.  This  was  once  attempted  App.  ^  774. 
in  time  of  great  pressure  of  water  in  the  Middle 
JLevel ;  but  the  canal  company,  to  the  great  sur- 
prise of  the  corporation  and  the  country,  required 
a  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  to  them  for  the  accom* 
modation:  it  being  intimated  in  no  very  mea- 
sured terms,  that  no  ^^  right**  existed  to  have  the 
advantage  of  such  accommodation.  The  corpo- 
ration and  the  country  then  saw  the  error  into 
which  they  had  fallen ;  and  the  clause  itself  may 
now  be  considered  a  dead  letter.  It  may  be  men- 
tioned, that  several  regulations  are  contained  in 
this  act  relative  to  the  placing  of  gages,  &c.,  to  the  App.  p.  774, 


meoeeC  uks  of  Hh  c 
doeed  LOto  tbeact  fare 

pcMcs.  Each  of  the  nmboAsii  todlBccamMi- 
cces.  to  be  called  tbeCaoal  and  NeBetrwAea^  wis 
are  to  receive  in adrfitniaai  loU  iiflhiii  yiwiif 
Ma  hcyood  tfae  C^oaai  aiui  Nene  toOK  of  wfekkt 
■iyaniK  ^id  4faliBct  accQonc  is  to  be  fce^wl 
■ihi  tWTJiiS  tfcc flSors'  aalariea,  Acl,  ^id  MWh 
fkeNcoe  eammissiouBmttrmmammammfikmwmA- 
gMtiM  of  ttie  river  NoM;  tkc  rcHHadtr  wtoti 

Mi  f  fwrriBg  — d  npfH 
tion  betwieso  Oatwell  and  Salter'*  L»<le  «Iuke.  in 
manner  fpeci]ieil  in  the  act,  to  wiucn  tke  reader  Is 
mofe  porticniaHT  referred.  The  tnt&tees  arc  aa- 
Boally  appointed  bj  ifae  Casaluul  Xtne  t™- 
sfooer^  :  and  the  scconnts  are  also  annualK  en- 
mined  aad  aacfited.  Bat  the  fdnds  of  die  Wisfaedi 
canal  company  affijrd  little  prospect  oitbm  jtnt 
food  beioiT  readered  arailabte  to  tfie  exXeattliit 
wus  probabW  coatemplated  bj  the  iafesiaas  jn- 
moters  of  the  measure.  Messrs.  Gridkstoiie^WiBf. 
and  Jocksoa.  are  the  Herks  to  the  canal  cooipaaj ; 
and  Sceed  Gridlestoae.  E^..  the  derk  and  tret- 
surer  to  the  Nene  and  Canal  tmstees. 

The  Ulsbech  caoal  act  has  atwacs  been  coosi- 
dered  as  a.  measure  vtiicii  escaped  iIk  afioaal  ngi- 
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lance  of  the  corporation  and  the  country.  Whe- 
ther this  be  80  or  not,  the  promoters  hkve  not  much 
ienriched  themselves  by  their  dexterity. 

Asluioe«had  been  erected  prior  to  passing  the  Atbtine'i 
River  Nene  act.  at  a  place  called  Ashiine's  Gravel,  ''l^^^  ^,. 

^  ^  ^   App.p.615. 

near  Whittlesey,  the  head  of  which  is  directed  not 
to  be  rused  higher  from  the  threshold  than  five  feet 
nine  inches,  being  the  then  height  of  such  sluice. 
The  proper  management  of  this  sluice  will  always 
be  important  to  the  Middle  Level,  as  it  regulates, 
in  '■%  great  degree,  the  supply  of  fresh  water  in  dry 


•    The  river  Nene  commissioners  pay  to  the  cor-  App.p.623. 
jMMIion  of  the  Bedford  Level  the  annual  sums 
4oi  HOI.  towards  the  repair  of  Salter*s  Lode,  and 
15/.   towards   the  repair    of  the  Old  Bedford 


The  debt  still  remains  at  10,000/.,  and  interest 
been  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  creditors  up  to 
the  year  1804.  The  following  are  the  oflScers  of 
^tbe  river  Nene : 

Anniial  SaUry. 
£.     i.      d. 

Ttpmnnrer  and  clerk,    Samuel  Wells, 

Eaq 86    0    0 

'William  Cambers,  of  Whit- 
Surveyors,  I      *'^y     ...  2 
^       '  William  Elliott,  of  March    2 

John  Hopkins,  of  Upwell  -  2 
Samuel  Bowker,  Salter's  Lode  .  -  40 
James  Read,  Standgraund  .  *  20 
John  Woodcock,  Horsey  Sluice  -  .6 
Ashline*s  Sluice         -    5 


2 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

5 

0 

STATE  or  THE  BEDFORD  LEVEL  : 

The  profligate  expenditureof  thecountryduring 
tliewai-.coiipledwithan  unrestricted  paper  curren- 
cy, had  so  raised  the  price  of  all  the  productions  of 
inthistry,  that  a  spirit  of  improvement  arose  among 
public  hodies  as  well  as  individuals.  This  spirit 
did  not  fail  tointpart  its  indnenceto  the  industri- 
ous inhabitants  of  the  Bedford  Levt-I.  The  state 
of  the  river  Nene,  (the  main  artery  of  the  Middle 
Level,)  and  of  the  several  artificial  rivers,  had  loag 
been  a  subject  of  general  complaint ;  so  much  so, 
that  a  respectable  alderman  of  Lynn  facetiously 
obser\*ed,  that  he  regularly  attended  the  river  Nene 
meetings,  until  he  saw  on  his  way  thither,  persons 
making  hay  in  the  bed  of  the  river;  after  which, 
he  thought  such  attendance  perfectly  unnecessary*. 

In  the  year  1805,  a  plan  was  snggested  for  im- 
posing n  tax  upon  all  the  lands  within  the  Middle 
Level,  to  be  applied  in  scouring  out  smd  improving 
all  the  rivt'rsiind  drains  within  that  level;  but  ow 
ing  to  the greatdiversilyof  interest, this  scheme wdf 
not  accomplished.  A  project,  however,  npon  a  men 
limited  scale,  was  attended  with  greater  success 
In  the  year  1310,  an  act  was  passed,  usually  callec 
*'  the  Middle  Level  River  act,"  by  which,  certair 
commissioners  were  empowered  to  Impose  a  tai 
of  one  shilling  per  acre  upon  certain  parts  of  tb< 
Middle  Level,  to  be  expended  in  scouring  out  ani 
deepening  the  following  rivers : — 

1st.— Well  Creek,  from  the  Tongs  Drain  to  Pof 

ham's  Eau. 
2nd.— Popham's  Eau,  from  Nordelph  corner  to  th 

River  Neue. 
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3rd.  The  said  River  Nene^  from  Outwell  church  to 
the  westward  end  of  Popham's  Eau. 

4th.  The  Sixteen  Feet  River,  otherwise  called 
Thurlowe's  Drain. 

5th.  The  said  River  Nene,  from  Popham*s  Eau, 

'  through  the  town  of  March,  to  Flood's  Ferry. 

6th.  The  Old  River  Nene,  from  Flood's  Ferry  to 
Ramsey  Mere. 

Tlh.  Whittlesey  Dike,  from  Flood's  Ferry  to  Angle 

*   Bridge. 

8th.  Beviil's  Learn,  from  Angle  Bridge  to  Whittle- 
sey Mere. 

9th.  The  Twenty  Feet  River,  otherwise  called 
Moore'sDrain,  together  with  the  two  parts  of Be- 
vilPs  Leam  that  adjoin  it ;  that  is  to  say,  Beviil's 
Learn  from  Moore's  Drain  to  the  Counter  Drain ; 
and  BevilFs  Leam,  from  Moore's  Drain  to  the 
end  of  that  part  that  is  now  open,  upon,  at,  or 
near  Duncomb's  Corner,  in  Whittlesey  afore- 
said. 

10th.  The  Counter  Dmin,  under  Moreton's  Leam 
bank,  from  Whittlesey  field  to  Beviil's  Leam. 

11th.  The  said  Old  River  Nene,  by  the  side  of  Ram- 
sey Mere  aforesaid,  to  Ugmere. 

I2th.  The  said  Old  River  Nene,  by  the  side  of  Ug« 
mere  aforesaid,  to  Whittlesey  Mere. 

13th.  Whittlesey  Dike,  from  AngleBridge,through 
Whittlesey,  to  Raven's  Willow. 

14th.  The  said  River  Nene,  from  Raven's  Willow 
aforesaid  to  Standground  Sluice. 

15th.  The  said  Old  River  Nene,  from  Raven's  Wil- 
low by  Farcett  to  Conquest  Lode. 

VOL.  I.  3  A 


statb  of  the  BEDTORD  LBTBL: 

ICth.  Conquest  Lode. 

17tb.  Yaxley  Lode.  

I81I1.  Pis  Water,  from  Yaxley  Lode  to  the  ( 

Old  River  Nene. 
Iflth.  Caldecott  Dike. 
20th.  Holme  Lode,  provided  that  the  same  be  not 

done  without  the  consent  of  Thomas  Wells,  Esq., 

his  heirs  or  assigns,  in  wriliog. 
21st.  New  Dike,    Hook's   Lode,  and   Burbeach 

Stream,  or  the  New  Cut,  all  leading  from  the 

Hard  lands  of  Holme  to  Ugmere. 
22d.  MonVs  Lode.  _ 

23tl.  Ilavcley  Drain.  <H 

And,  lastly.— Bill  Lode  and  Ramsey  Lode.     >'-^ 

The  commissioners  had  also  power  to  improve 
the  Tongs  Drain.  Tiiese  works  have  been  execu- 
ted at  the  cost  of  about  70,000/.  The  shilliag  tax 
has  ceased,  and  the  tax  of  three  pence  per  acre,  di- 
rected then  to  be  laid  for  keeping  up  the  works, 
is  now  only  imposed.  This  latter  tax  amounts  to 
about  1200/.  per  annum;  upon  the  credit  of  which, 
the  commissioners  have  power  to  borrow  the  sum 
of  3000/.  Never  was  there  a  more  popular  mea- 
sure than  the  one  in  question.  Never  was  a  tax 
more  cheerfully  paid.  The  author  of  this  work  is 
not  accustomed  to  use  the  language  of  adulation; 
but  he  delights  in  the  performance  of  an  act  of  jus- 
tice. No  one  will  deny  that  the  progresa  of  these 
works  was  greatly  facilitated,  and  many  con^ct- 
ing  interests  happily  i-econciled,  by  the  vigilance 
promptitude,  and  judgment,  of  Thomas  OrtODjEsq. 


) 
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lof  March,  one  of  the  bailiflb  of  the  Bedford  Level 
coqmratioD,  and  a  very  active  magistrate  for  the 
isl^  of  Ely.  His  conduct,  as  chairman  of  the 
meetings  of  the  commissioners,  has  given  univer- 
sal satisfaction. 

About  the  same  period,  two  other  acts  were  BanierBadiL 
patted  for  improving  the  state  and  security  of  the 
two  great  Barrier  Banks ;  by  imposing  a  tax,  to  be 
expeiided  by  certain  commissioners  in  heightening 
andrfitrengthening  those  bulwarks.  The  tax  for 
thei  Sooth  Bank  of  Moreton*s  Learn  has  ceased,  aL- 
though  it  may  be  renewed,  when  necessary.  The 
tax  for  the  Old  Bedford  Bank  still  continues.  The 
^mmissioners  have  expended  (exclusively  of  the 
aoniial  corporation  allotment)  the  enormous  sum  of 
S3,647/.  1^.  9d.  A  plan  is  now  in  agitation,  and  it 
it  to  be  hoped  will  be  carried  into  effect,  for  erect- 
iog  a  sluice  at  or  near  Oxlode,  and  cutting  a 
drain  across  the  great  wash,  so  as  to  enable  the 
forpo^ation  and  the  barrier  bank  commissioners 
to  obtain  silt  from  the  One  Hundred  Feet  River, 
wad  also  strong  earth  and  gault  from  Branghill 
JKtB,  near  Sutton.  A  similar  plan  was  adopted 
loiver  down  the  river,  near  Mepal ;  and  has  beeft 
tiiteiided  with  great  advantage. 

The  River  Nene  is  the  only  natural  river  within  luren. 
tte  Level.  The  artificial  ones  are  the  Old  Bed- 
ford, the  Forty  Feet  or  Vermuyden^s  Drain,  the 
l^zteen  Feet  or  Thurlowe*s  Drain,  Popham's  Eau,  * 
Gooquest  Lode,  near  Farcett,  and  several  other  tri- 
butary streams,  conveying  the  waters  from  the 
bigbUinds. 

3a2 
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Salter's  Lode  Sluice  was  originally  erected  in 
1630.  it  has  recently  (in  1828)  been  re-erected 
by  the  corporation,  under  the  superintendence  of 
Mr.  John  Dyson.  Upon  making  the  fonndation, 
three  several  floors  %rere  discovered,  one  under  the 
other.  The  present  cill  has  been  lowered  4/3'.  6/rt.i 
which  is  one  foot  beneath  the  lowest  of  those  three 
floors. 

Old  Bedford  Sluice  was  also  erected  in  1630, 
and  has  been  recently  re-erected  under  the  same 
nianagemcnt.  The  cill  of  this  sluice  is  3/?.  6in., 
which  is  \ft.  4hin.  below  the  navigation  cil)  (^ 
Denver  Sluice. 

Standgrotind  Sluice  was  erected  originally  by 
Bishop  Moreton,  to  force  the  waters  down  More- 
ton's  Leani  ;  it  has  been  recently  re-built  under  the 
same-  superintendence,  by  the  trustees  of  Smith's 
Lcani  iiavignlion  ;  the  corporation  of  the  Bedford 
Level  having  subscribed  the  sum  of  300/.  The 
other  sluices  in  the  Level  are  not  of  any  very 
great  importance. 

There  are  several  private  tolls  in  the  Middle 
Level,  all  of  which  were  placed  in  lieu  of  ancient 
ferries.  One  crosses  the  deserted  river  of  the 
Ouze,  froniEarith  to  Benwick  ;  another  crosses  the 
Carr  Dyke  at  Horsey,  between  Whittlesey  and  Pe- 
terborough J  another,  the  Old  Craft  River,  in  the 
parish  of  Upwell,  called  the  Half- penny  Toll,  which 
formerly  ran  from  Littleport  Chair  to  Wisbech ; 
another  at  Bodsey,  near  Ramsey;  and  another  at 
Mepal,  in  the  isle  of  Ely;  but  as  for  this  last  toll, 
the  author  could  never  discover  why  or  wherefore 
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it  was  established.  The  subject  of  the  repairs  of 
bridges  in  this  Level  will  be  referred  to  ia  another 
part  of  this  work,  in  conjunction  with  those  of  the 
Sonth  Level. 

It  would  be  highly  desirable  to  have  some  plan 
of  ditunage  for  the  whole  of  the  Middle  Level,  to 
be  carried  into  execution  by  a  general  graduated 
tax,  and  an  increase  of  the  Nene  tonnage  tolls ;  the 
present  imperfect  state  of  the  Old  Bedford  river, 
and  Forty  Feet  river,  being  any  thing  but  credita- 
ble to  the  country.  Besides  which,  from  the  nature 
of  the  soil,  and  the  improvements  that  have  taken 
place  in  lowering  the  cills  of  the  several  sluices,  as 
well  as  from  the  operations  of  the  Eau  Brink  Cut, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  whole  of  the  Mid- 
dle Level  rivers,  must  sooner  or  later  be  again  ex- 
cavated. The  waters  of  the  Old  Bedford  river,  at 
times^  actually  pass  down  the  Forty  Feet  river, 
and  so  along  the  course  of  the  Nene,  to  Salter's 
Lode,  being  an  extended  distance  of  more  than 
50  miles  beyond  the  place  of  their  proper  discharge 
at  the  Old  Bedford  sluice. 

The  author  has  filled  the  situation  of  clerk  to 
the  Middle  Level  commissioners,  ever  since  the 
act  was  passed.  The  wealthy  and  highly  re- 
spectable and  respected  firm  of  Messrs.  Gurney, 
Peckover,  and  Co.,  bankers,  of  Wisbech,  are  the 
treasurers ;  and  Mr.  William  Cambers,  of  Whit- 
tlesey, the  superintendent  to  the  commissioners. 

The  author  cannot  permit  himself  to  close  this 
long,  and,  he  fears,  too  prolix  account,  without 
stating  that  it  was  in  one  of  the  parishes  in  the 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 


The  South  Level  and  its  boundary. — Corporation 
worhs. — The  Washes. — The  fFash  Sluices^  and 
Cradge  Bank.  —  Saint  John^s  Eau.  —  Denver  . 
Sluice. — Lahelye^s  scheme.*-^ Doctor   Mawson, 
Bishop  of  Ely. — The  Suspension  Bridge. 

Tbb  Soath  Level  constitutes  one  of  the  three  xbe  south  u« 
divisions  of  the  Bedford  Level,  and  contains  about  b^ii^SAr^ 
12^000  acres  of  fen  land. 

It  has  been  ordered  by  the  Board,  that  the  pas« 
sage  of  the  waters  of  the  river  Ouze,  and  the  out- 
fiUl  to  sea  of  St.  Johu's  Eau,  and  the  rivers 
disdiarging  themselves  into  the  Ouze  above  Denver 
Sluice ;  and  also  the  passage  of  the  waters  above 
the  Hermitage  bridge ;  the  passage  of  the  waters 
of  the  Wash,  through  or  over  the  Wash  or  Cradge 
bank  above  Wellmoor  Lake,  into  the  One  Hun- 
dred Feet  River;  and  whatever  concerns  the  works 
of  the  corporation,  not  included  in  the  divisions  of 
the  Middle  Level,  whether  within  or  out  of  the 
Bedford  Level,  be  attached  to  the  duties  of  the 
superintendent  of  the  South  Level. 


The  foUowiDgare  the  principal  works  belonging 
to,  or  maintained  by,  the  corporation  witbia  1 
Level. 

Banks. 

The  Bat-riei-  Bank  aod  forelands  thereof,  from  the 
highlands  above  Overcote,  near  the  paiish  of 
Swavesey,  in  the  county  of  Cambridge,  to  Den- 
ver Sluice. 

N.  B.— It  is  divided  into  two  Divisions. 

Prom  Swavesey  to  Mepal,   is  called   the  Upper 

Division, 
From  Mepal  to  Denver  Sluice,  is  called  the  Lit- 

tleport  and  Downham  District  Division. 

The  banks  and  forelands  of  Sandy's,  othemriae 
Sandall's  Cut,  given  by  the  South  Level  Com- 
inissioners  in  licii  of  the  bank,  forelands,  and 
channel,  of  the  Old  River  Ouze. 

The  Cradge  Bank  of  the  Hundred  Feet  River 
above  Mepal. 

N.B. — The  Minor  Banks  within  this  Level,  al- 
though under  the  control  of  the  corporation,  are 
repaired  by  the  several  district  commissioners, 
aided  by  an  annual  allotment  of  money  from  the 
corporation. 

Sluicea  and  Tunnels. 
The  Hermitage  Sluice. 
Denver  Sluice. 
Wellinore  Lake  Sluice. 
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Upwere  Sluice. 
Swaflfham  Sluice. 
BottishaiD  Sluice. 

N.  B. — There  is  a  sluice  at  Earith  town's  end,  m  oto.  3. 

1812* 

which  was  built,  is  repaired,  and  the  salary  of  the 
sluice-keeper  paid  by,  the  Wash  commissioners. 
Tlie  sluice-keeper  is  appointed  by  the  corporation. 
The  sluice  is  called  the  Seven  Holes,  and  was 
erected  to  let  small  floods  into  the  Washes,  down 
the  Old  Bedford  River,  to  preserve  the  Cradge 
bank  by  the  side  of  the  Hundred  Feet  River. 

Owen's  Sluice  and  Drain,  across  the  Wash  near 
Mepal,  erected  for  boating  silt  and  high-land 
earth  from  Branghill  Pits,  near  Sutton,  for  the 
repair  of  the  banks  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Wash. 

N.B.— It  is  proposed  to  make  a  similar  sluice 
and  drain  at  Oxlode,  for  the  like  purpose. 

Bridges. 

The  Hermitage  Bridge.  .   Budget. 

The  Bridge  over  the  One  Hundred  Feet  River,  at 

Sutton  Gault. 
The  Bridge  over  the  same  at  Mepal. 


*  By  an  order  of  the  board,  made  July  1821, 
were  directed  to  be  discontinued  as  works  under  the  chaige  of 
the  corporation,  being  considered  as  belonging  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  adjoining  districts ;  but  a  legal  inquiry  is  now  pro- 
ceeding as  to  the  liability  of  the  corporation  to  repair  or  re- 
build the  navigable  sluice  at  Upwere. 


Rivera. — f  annually  roaded,  l.  e.,  the  weeds  cut  fiy 

the  sitperintendents.) 
The  One  Hundred  Feet  River. 
The  Cain,  from  Claybttbe  to  Harrimeer. 
The  Ooze  and  Old  West  River,  from  the  Herraiu 

age   to  Denver  Sluice,  including   Sandy's  or 

Sandall's  Cut. 
The  Mitdenhall  River. 
The  Brandon  River. 
The  Wissey. 
Sam's  Cut  Drain,  near  Soullici-y,  Norfolk. 

Again  and  again,  has  the  author  of  this  work 
had  to  deplore  the  errors  of  Sir  Cornelius  Ver 
muyden,  in  no  respect  more  conspicuous  than  ii 
that  part  of  his  artificial  plan  for  leaving  upward 
of  5000  acres  of  land,  called  the  Washes,  for  tb* 
highland  floods  to  bed  in,  instead  of  giving  then 
impetus  by  contraction. 

The  great  body  of  water  from  the  counties  c 
Buckinghamshire,  Bedfordshire,  Huntingdonshirt 
and  parts  of  Cambridgeshire  and  NorthamptoD 
shire,  pass  through  the  New  Bedford  or  Hundred 


*  Tbe  great  bridge  at  Ely  i 
Chapter. 


repBired   by  the  Dean  u 
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E^eet  river,  (a  work  most  imperfectly  executed  by 
the  adventarers^  under  the  pretended  act,  passed 
luring  the  commonwealth,  in  1649^)  to  the  River 
Ouze,  at  Denver  Sluice,  and  from  thence  by  that 
river  to  the  outfall  at  Lynn.  On  the  south  side  is 
the  great  barrier  bank^ protecting  the  South  Level; 
md  GO  the  north  side,  (the  great  Wash  left  as  a 
reservoir  for  the  floods^  intervening,)  is  the  Old 
Bedford  River,  cut  by  the  original  adventurers 
under  the  Lynn  law,  (passed  1630,)  on  the  side  of 
lirhich  last  river  rans  the  other  great  barrier  bank^ 
which  protects  the  Middle  Level. 

The  New  Bedford  River,  and  the  Wash  lands 
lying  open  to  the  great  river  Ouze,  at  Denver 
Sluice,  were,  of  course,  subject  to  inundation  by 
the  tides,  and  also  by  every  flush  of  highland  wa- 
ter ;  to  prevent  which,  the  proprietors  of  the  Wash 
lands  were  permitted  by  the  corporation  to  obtain 
[originally]  so  long  since  as  the  year  1753,  and 
subsequently,  acts  of  parliament  to  enable  them  to  App.  p.  f». 
form  a  small  cradge  bank  on  the  north  side  of  the 
New  Bedford  River,  and  to  make  a  dam  at  a  place 
called  Wellmore  Lake  (the  extremity  of  the  Wash), 
to  keep  out  the  spring  tides  and  small  floods.  Of 
course,  at  the  time  of  high  floods  this  dam  neces- 
sarily required  to  be  cut  through :  this  was  done 
merely  by  opening  a  space  in  the  centre,  sufficient 
to  enable  the  flood  to  wear  the  dam  away ;  during 
which  operation  the  barrier  banks  had  to  sustain 
all  the  pressure  of  the  waters  in  the  Wash ;  and, 
after  the  floods  had  subsided,  the  dam  was,  at  con- 

m 

siderable  expense,  again  made  up,  occasioning  to 
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Ibeoorpontion  a  coDtinoed  bot  oDavoidable  ei- 
pense;  otbcnrise  every  spriog  tide  would  of  coarse 
bave  flowed  into  the  Washes.  The  reader  will 
Eiaile  at  SQch  a  system  of  draiaage. 

Soch,  however,  was  the  state  of  things,  wbea  an 
:.  act  of  parliameot  was  obtained,  ia  the  year  1793, 
for  ioiproriog  tbe  oat&dl  at  Lyon,  by  making  what 
is  now  called  tbe  £au  Brink  Cat,  by  wbicb  means, 
the  circuiloos  course  of  the  Ouze  was  avoided, 
and  a  quicker  dtscbarge  to  sea  obtaioed  for  tbe 
passage  of  tlie  flood  waters  of  tbe  Middle  and 
South  Levels.  Tbis  act  contains  a  clause  re* 
quiring  tbe  corporation  to  scour  out,  deepen,  oad 
widen  tbe  New  Bedford  River;  but  no  definite 
period  is  stated  witbio  wbicb  this  work  is  to  be  exe- 
cated.  Tbe  cut  was  c^tened  in  July,  IS'il.  Ai 
soon  as  tbis  event  bad  taken  place,  tbe  board  fore- 
saw that  no  long  period  would  elapse  before  the 
corporation  would  be  called  npon  to  perform  tbe 
task  imposed  npon  them  by  the  original  act ;  bat 
tbe  country  could  not  in  fairness  call  for  this  per- 
formance until  the  complete  operation  of  tbe  cat 
was  ascertained, — the  great  desideratom  being  to 
obtain  tbe  full  flow  of  the  waters  of  the  Wash  ia 
time  of  high  flood,  which  could  not  be  effected  on- 
til  the  passage  of  those  waters  (iu  tbe  narrowest 
part  of  tbe  New  Bedford  River)  was  made  equal  to 
tbe  capacity  of  the  Onze ;  while  in  like  manner 
the  capacity  of  tbe  Ouze  most  naturally  or  artifi- 
cially become  equal  to  tbe  powers  of  the  Eau 
Brink  Cut. 

The  corporation   Lad   employed  the   late  Mr. 
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Bennie^  so  long  since  as  May,  1812,  to  view  tlie 
New  Bedford  River,  and  works  connected  there- 
with^ in  order  to  obtain  an  opinion  of  that  engineer 
as  to  the  best  mode  of  making  the  necessary  im- 
provements, against  the  period  when  tlie  corpora- 
tion would  be  called  upon  to  carry  into  full  effect 
the  duty  imposed  upon  them  by  the  original  Eau 
Brink  act.  Mr.  Rennie  made  a  report  to  the 
aboard  in  December  following,  which  report  was 
jtbe  fonndation  of  the  ultimate  proceedings  of  the 
eoipor^ion. 

'  In  the  year  1823,  a  considerable  expenditure 
was  incurred  in  deepening  the  One  Hundred  Feet 
.River,  above  Mepal. 

At  the  April  meeting,  1824,  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented to  the  board  by  several  of  the  most  const- 
.derable  proprietors  of  lands  on  both  sides  of  the 
NjBW  Bedford  Level,  praying  the  board  to  take  im- 
ouBdiate  measures  for  improving  the  discharge  of 
the  waters  in  the  Washes ;  and  in  consequence,  a 
niew  was  directed  to  be  taken  by  the  board,  which 
.took  place  in  the  month  of  June  following. 

In  consequence  of  this  view,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
board,  held  on  the  8th  of  July  following,  a  reso- 
.  Intion  was  unanimously  adopted :  ^^  That  the  NeW 
.  Bedford  River  ought  to  be  made  of  the  width  di- 
rected in  Mr.  Rennie's  report  of  the  7th  Decem- 
ber, 1812;  and  that  the  bank  on  the  Wash  side 
.  ought  to  be  made  as  directed  in  that  report,  except 
that  it  should  be  four  feet  wide  on  the  top,  that  it 
may  be  used  as  a  haling  bank  to  relieve  the  bank 

the  Littleport  district  side  from  the  wear  occa- 
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sumcd  by  the  haling  on  tliat  side  :  That  an  effee- 
tual  sluice  ought  to  be  made  at  Welhnore  Lake, 
not  only  lor  the  drainage  of  the  Wash  when  it  is 
within  the  Wash  banks,  bnt  of  such  diraeosions 
that,  at  the  highest  waters,  it  may,  with  the  watei- 
of  the  Hundred  Feet,  stipply  all  that  the  Ouzc  be- 
low is  eapable  of  passing." 

The  board  met  at  Ely  on  the  10th  of  December, 
1824,  when  the  following  proceedings  took  place: 

Reports  of  the  iale  Mr.  Rennie,  as  to  the  im- 
provements in  the  Hundred  Feet  River;  and  also 
the  report  and  estimate  of  Mr.  John  Dyson,  the 
present  engineer  of  the  corporation,  as  to  the  works 
now  proposed  to  be  done  for  the  improvement  of 
the  drfunage  of  the  country,  in  pursuance  of  the 
order  of  the  board,  were  read.  The  board  were 
afterwards  attended  by  Mr.  Hugh  Rol>crt  Evans, 
Mr.  B.  Vipan,  Mr.  Castance,  and  others,  (on  the 
part  of  the  Wash  coTnmifisioncrs,)  who,  afler  stating 
the  situation  of  their  finances,  otfered  to  advance 
out  of  their  funds  the  sum  of  500/.,  the  same  to  be 
paid  by  four  annual  instalments,  with  current  'm- 
terest  thereon  ;  the  first  instalment  on  the  first  of 
June  then  next.  The  boai-d  were  also  attended  by 
Messrs.  GaleTownley,  (clerk,)  William  Lee,  Whit- 
ing, and  others,  on  the  part  of  the  Barrier  Bank 
and  Well  Fen  commissioners ;  and  Messrs.  Wil- 
liam Martin,  J.  Smith,  and  others,  on  the  part«f 
the  Littteport  and  Downbam  district ;  when  Mr- 
Dyson's  report  and  estimates  were  again  read,  and 
his  plans  examined.  The  board  were  then  asked 
if  the  intended  works  were  to  be  completed  in  one 


•       THE  SOUTH  LBVEL.  735 

year^  as  the  ofibr  of  the  parlies  would  be  reguhAod 
by  such  determination.  Upon  consideration,  the 
board  determined  to  do  the  whole  work  in  one 
year;  and  the  several  pailies  being  informed  there- 
of^  they  again  attended  the  board,  when  the  Llt^ 
tkport  and  Downham  district  commissioners  pro* 
poaed  ad?ancing  the  sum  of  2,000/.,  by  four  annual 
instalments,  with  current  interest ;  and  the  Barrier 
Bank  and  Well  Fen  commissioners  also  proposed  ad* 
vaaciiigthe  sum  of  3,000/.9by  like  instalments,  with 
enrrent  interest ;  but  both  sums  to  be  advanced  up- 
on oondition  that  another  pair  of  doors  should  be 
added  to  the  proposed  sluice;  and  the  cradge  bank, 
firom  Gelding's  downwards,  should  not  be  raised 
higher  than  to  resist  the  highest  tides,and  should  be 
carried  with  a  level  top.  The  first  instalment  in  each 
district  to  be  paid  on  the  first  of  June  then  next. 

Upon  considering  the  proposals  of  the  several . 
parties,  as  to  the  execution  of  the  works  in  the 
Handled  Feet  River  and  Well  more  Lake,  the  board 
fek  every  disposition  to  adopt  the  same,  and  ulso 
to  proceed  with  the  works  with  all  possible  des- 
patch. And  it  was  ordered,  that  such  proposals 
should  be  accepted,  and  that  the  engineer  do  pre- 
pare the  necessary  specifications  for  the  perform- 
ance of  those  works. 

Contracts  were  subsequently  entered  into  for 
the  erection  of  a  sluice  at  Wellmore  Lake;  for 
deepening  and  widening  the  One  Hundred  Feet 
River;  and  making  the  proposed  cradge  bank. 
The  sluice  has  been  erected,  and  the  cradge  bank 
raised ;  the  One  Hundred  Feet  River  has  also  been 
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greatly  improved ;  but  perhaps  not  to  the  extent 
that  the  operations  of  the  Eau  Briak  Cut  may  ul- 
timately require. 

These  improvements  have  greatly  tended  to  (be 
security  of  both  the  great  barrier  banks;  and  par- 
ticularly, as  the  haling  is  now  carried  upon  the 
cradge  bank,  to  the  great  relief  of  the  Lilllcporl 
barrier  bank.  The  advantage  of  a  slaice  at  Well- 
moor  Lake,  instead  of  the  operation  of  cutting  the 
bank,  must  t)C  obvious  to  every  one  acquainted 
with  the  subject.  At  the  game  lime,  as  these  im- 
provements were  carried  on,  an  entirely  new  shiici-, 
with  a  cast  iron  bridge,  was  erected  at  Ibc  Her- 
mitage, and  the  Old  West  river  scoured  out.  The 
Earl  of  Hardwicke  generously  contributed  50/.  to- 
wards the  crectioQ  of  the  bridge,  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  built  with  wood. 

SLJoho'iEMu  From  the  bcnefita  conferred  on  the  Middle 
Level,  by  culling  the  Tongs  Drain  or  Marshland 
Cut,  it  was  natural  that  a  similar  improvement 
should  be  attempted  for  the  South  Level ;  and,  ac- 

ADte.p.  199.  cordingly,  as  ali'cady  stated,  a  large  river  was  cut, 
one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  wide,  and  ten  feet 
deep,  extending  from  near  Denver  sluice  to  Stow 
bridge,  for  conveying  to  sea,  with  greater  facility, 
the  flood-waters  descending  from  the  several  rivers 
into  the  South  Level. 

This  work  does  not  appear  to  have  answered  the 
expectations  of  its  projectors;  at  least,  the  useofii 
wassoon  abandoned  by  the  corporation.  Perliap! 
it  was  never  completed,  or  perhaps  great  injurj 
was  occasioned  to  the  main  river,  by  diverting  th( 


^ 


TUB  SOUTH  LEVEli. 

wateirs  into  this  channel.  Many  attempts,  how* 
ever,  have  been  made  to  restoi*e  the  operation 
of  this  work;  and  so  recently  as  the  year  1812, 
it  was  proposed  to  apply  to  parliament  to  re** 
€tore  the  river  to  its  original  purposes.  Many 
communications  took  place  between  the  board 
and  the  South  Level  proprietors ;  and  the  late 
Mr«  Rennie  was  employed  to  view  the  river, 
and  report  his  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
measnre.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  that 
report: 

^  The  advantages  which  have  arisen  to  the  Mid- 
die  Level  by  making  the  Tongs  Drain,  have  been 
used  as  an  ai^ument  in  favor  of  this  project;  and 
it  18  said,  that  similar  advantages  will  arise  to  the 
South  Level  from  opening  St.  John*s  Eau.  The 
cases,  however,  appear  to  me  quite  different,  and 
tlie  arguments  derived  therefrom  do  not  apply  to 
the  case  in  question. 

'*  Th6  Tdngs  Drain  is  not  used  for  the  purpose  of 
Tanning  off  the  floods  of  the  Hundred  Feet  River, 
bat  fin*  that  of  the  downfal  water ;  and  for  this  it 
serves  two  purposes,  namely,  as  a  reservoir  to 
cbnUun  a  large  quantity  of  the  downfal  water, 
while  the  river  gates  are  shut,  and  by  these  cuts 
the  length  of  the  drain  is  shortened:  the  former 
it  does  to  a  great  extent.  The  reservoir  being  large, 
and  the  land  low,  a  large  quantity  of  water  there- 
fore accumulates  near  the  sluice,  and  it  runs  off 
qnickly  when  the  water  in  the  river  subsides ;  and 
'the  distance  being  much  shorter,  the  fall  of  a  mile 
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is  thereby  increased  in  a  greater  ratio  than  it  trin 
be  by  St.  John's  Eau. 

"As  a  reservoir  toconluio  flood-water  from  the 
OldOiize,  St.  John's  Eau  is  scarcely  worth  naming; 
tboagh,  in  its  present  state,  it  answers  the  pur- 
pose to  a  cousiderahtc  extent  for  the  waters  from 
Roxham  Drain,  and  from  the  lands  near  Down- 
ham;  and  as  it  is  never  intended  to  be  need  except 
when  the  woter  rises  to  fall  10  fefit  6  inches  above 
the  cill  of  the  pen  doors,  at  Denver  Sluice,  I  fear, 
at  that  time,  its  mouth  will  be  over-rode  by  the 
waters  of  the  Hundred  Feet. 

"From  the  arguments  I  have  stated,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
this  scheme  will  be  found  by  no  means  adequate 
to  the  expense,  and  other  disadvantages  which  I 
have  enumerated." 

In  consequence  of  this  opinion,  the  board  came 
to  the  resolution,  that  such  report  presented  an 
insuperable  obstacle  to  scouring  oat  St.  John's 
Eau,  as  a  separate  measure  of  drainage ;  uor  is  H 
probable  that  the  project  will  ever  be  revived. 

A  considerable  part  of  St.  John's  Eau  is  now 
used  (under  the  control  of  the  corporation)  by 
the  Stoke  Ferry  and  Koxham  district,  as  a  drda 
for  running  the  waters  of  that  district  to  the  out- 
fall. 

The  banks  and  forelands  of  St.  John's  Eau  are 
of  considei'ublu  extent;  and  although  some  en- 
croachments have  been  made,  the  whole  line 
thereof,  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  together  witji 
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the  fisheiy^  is  the  undoubted  property  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

The  erection  of  Denver  Sluice  was  part  of  the  Deii?er  sioke. 
artificial  plan  unfortunately  adopted  by  Sir  Corne- 
lius Vermuyden^  in  the  year  1652-3^  in  order  to 
force  the  tidal  waters  in  a  straight  course  up  the 
One  Hundred  Feet  River^  instead  of  allowing  them 
to  flow  in  their  natural  and  more  circuitous  chan-r 
nel  up  the  Ten  Mile^  or  Ouze  River.  For  nearly 
two  centuries  the  erection  of  this  sluice  (with  a 
similar  one  at  the  Hermitage)  has  been  a  source  of 
contention  between  the  corporation^  the  South 
Level  proprietors^  and  the  navigators. 

Alas!  to  record  the  history  of  this  unfortu- 
nate sluice^  the  author  would  be  obliged  to  enter 
into  the  relation  of  one  continued  series  of  jea* 
lous  and  angry  dispute.  Upon  no  subject  have 
the  opinions  of  men .  of  science  differed  more 
widely^  than  upon  the  merits  or  demerits  of  this 
much  controverted  work.  The  centre  of  the  sluice 
appears  originally  to  have  been  formed  with  a 
dam  of  earth  strongly  piled^  having  on  one  side 
two  small  brick  sluices,  for  the  purposes  of  navi- 
gation. .  It  cannot  be  denied,  that  after  the  execu- 
tion of  this  work,  a  considerable  quantity  of  silt 
accumulated  in  the  river  below,  which,  being  an 
evident  injury  to  navigation,  naturally  excited 
animosity  against  the  corpomtion.  In  the  year 
16839  various  alterations  were  effected  in  the  form- 
atiqp  of  the  sluice :  three  brick  arches  were  set 
down  where  the  clow  or  dam  stood  :  the  middle 
arch  was  made  18  feet,  and  the  two  others  12  feet 
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wide;  doors  were  formed  in  each  arch,  capable  of 
being  taken  off  or  set  opea  to  let  in  tides ;  and 
it  was  conceived,  tbat  tbese  expedients  u-onld  allow 
n  mnch  better  water-way  than  fonnerly;  and  that 
a  greater  facility  woald  be  afTonled  to  naTigatioo, 
(baa  existed  before  the  erection  of  the  original 
dam  or  sluice.  The  alteration,  however,  had  not 
the  effect  of  composing  differences.  Sinister  at- 
tempts were  made  by  nigbt  as  well  as  by  day  to 
lessen  the  secarily  of  this  dam  ;  so  moch  so,  that 
between  the  years  If>8*2  and  1 686,  serious  npprelien- 
sioDS  were  entertained  of  its  blowing  up  ;  and  this 
would  assuredly  have  happened,  had  it  doC  been 
for  the  extreme  care  aud  vigilance  of  the  officers  of 
the  corporation. 

The  slate  of  the  river  btlow  the  sluice  does 
not  appear  to  have  improved  ia  condition  since 
the  erection  of  the  sluice:  so  rtiinou?  indee<I  be- 
came its  condition,  as  to  call  for  the  imroediate 
attention  of  those  interested  in  the  Darigation. 
ABk,p.397.  Accordingly,  in  the  year  1695,  the  corporattou  of 
Aw-F*«.  Lynn,  in  conjuoction  with  the  corporations  of 
Thetford  and  Cambridge,  resolved  to  apply  to 
parliament  for  relief,  by  renewing  the  commis^on 
or  court  of  appeal,  appointed  for  the  protectiou  of 
aavigalion  in  the  loth  year  of  Charles  the  Second ; 
but  which,  fortunately  for  the  corporalioa  of  the 
Bedford  L^vel,  throngh  the  foresight  and  canUoo 
of  William  Earl  of  Bedford,  had  been  sufiered 
to  expire.  Previonsly,  however,  to  this  step  being 
taken,  a  conference  was  held  between  those  par- 
ties and  the  Bedford  Level  corporation,  at  Deover 
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Dam,  OQ  the  25th  of  August  in  that  year^  when 
the  board  desired  to  know  what  was  required  of 
the  corporation  of  the  Bedford  Levels  in  order  to 
the  preservation  and  amending  of  the  channel  to 
Ljrnn.  The  parties  made  answer,  that  their  de- 
sire was  to  have  the  sluices  at  Denver  Dam,  as  well 
as  the  sluice  at  the  Hermitage,  taken  up,  so  that 
the  Old  Ouze  might  run  in  its  ancient  channel ; 
at  least,  as  it  did  in  the  6th  year  of  King  Charles 
the  First,  and  in  accordance  with  the  provision 
in  the  act  for  draining,  15  Car.  IL,  for  the  preset- 
vation  of  navigation.  The  reply  was,  that  the 
corporation  would  consider  of  these  proposals  or 
desires  at  their  first  sitting  at  London  the  next 
term  ;  and  that  their  determination  on  this  mat- 
ter should  be  transmitted  to  the  corporaUon  of 
Lynn  soon  after ;  but  it  was  intimated  to  the  lat- 
ter, that  the  corporation  could  not  assent  to  their 
proposals,  since  it  would  cause  the  total  destruction 
and  loss  of  the  South  Level,  and  consequently  of 
the  whole  draining. 

In  the  absence  of  all  symptoms  of  an  amicable 
arrangement,  both  the  pailics  prepared  for  a  par- 
liamentary encounter.  Counsel  were  retmned  by 
the  corporation  of  the  Bedford  Level ;  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  view  the  river  Ouze  up  to 
Bedford,  and  also  the  coasts  below  Lynn  to  Bos- 
ton, in  order  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with 
the  condition  of  the  coasts  for  the  preceding  forty 
or  fifty  years;  and  to  procure  evidence  of  the  good- 
ness of  the  navigation,  and  the  damage  the  country 
would  sustain  if  the  sluices  at  Denver  Dam,  and 
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the  SiL^s  al  the  Hermitage,  should  be  taken  up,  in 
compliance  with  the  (leraands  of  the  town  of  Lynn ; 
and  also  to  ascertain  what  was  the  state  of  the 
navigation  before  the  sixth  year  of  Charles  I.,  be- 
tween Lynn  and  Cambridge,  and  Lynn  and  St. 
Ives  ;  and  the  burthen  of  the  boats,  and  price  of 
freightage,  and  what  stoppage  formerly  existed  in 
the  river  Oiize  towards  Cambridge ;  and  also  to 
inform  the  land-owners  of  the  counties  Iwrdering 
on  the  Level,  of  the  extent  of  damage  likely  to 
accrne  to  them,  in  order  to  obtain  their  concur- 
rence in  petitions  for  preventing  the  removal  of  the 
sluices. 

A  bill  was  presented  to  parliament  in  the  session 
of  1696:  the  subject  was  freely  discussed;  and 
witnesses  were  examined  on  both  sides;  but  on 
the  question  being  put  that  the  bill  be  committed, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative;  and  the  navigators 
were  consequently  defeated. 

The  corporation  of  the  Bedford  Level  appear  to 
have  been  no  more  annoyed  by  the  complaints  of 
the  navigators  ;  but  in  the  year  1713,  they  were 
destined  to  contend  with  an  enemy  whose  power 
was  resistless.  In  consequence  of  a  violent  tide 
rushing  up  the  river,  and  encountering  high  floods 
descending  from  the  uplands,  the  sluices  and 
dam  became  deeply  undermined;  and  finally,  in 
that  year,  they  were  utterly  blown  up  and  destroy- 
ed i  and  the  waters,  although  somewhat  diverted 
by  the  effects  of  the  Hundred  Feet  River,  once 
more  flowed  in  their  natural  channel. 
By  this  disaster,  the  navigators  triumphed,  and 
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no  complaints  seem  to  have  beeo  made  to  the  cor- 
poration during  the  interval  between  the  demoli- 
tion and  restoration  of  the  sluice.  What  were  its 
eflbcts  upon  the  South  Level,  can  only  be  collected 
from  subsequent  events.  After  the  tides  had 
thus  blown  up  the  dam  and  sluices,  the  ebb  of  the 
Bedford  waters  flowed  nearly  two  hours  up  the  BikMade,  87. 
CSambridge  River,  with  additional  silt  and  sand 
every  spring  tide,  and  dropped  most  of  it  between 
Denver  and  Littleport ;  for  though  the  tides  which 
pat  up  above  Denver,  did,  in  their  reflux,  in 
iome  measure,  scour  the  river  below  Denver  by 
Lynn  to  sea,  yet  those  tides  having  no  fresh  wa- 
ters to  raise  to  a  head  at  Harrimeer,  (the  Ouze 
bong  turned  down  the  One  Hundred  Feet  River,) 
there  was  scarcely  any  back  water  in  summer  time, 
to  scQur  out  the  silt  settled  in  this  part  of  the 
river. 

The  state  of  the  South  Level,  after  the  destruction 
of  the  sluice,  gradually  became  worse;  and  at 
Jlength,  in  the  year  1 723,  a  petition  was  presented 
.to  the  board  by  the  land-owners  and  others  in  the 
itle  of  Ely,  as  well  as  from  Soham,  and  many  other 
places* within  the  South  Level,  complaining  of  the 
l^evances  they  had  lain  under  ever  since  the  de- 
molition of  Denver  sluice,  and  proposing  a  method 
ot  relief,  by  stopping  the  flux  of  the  sea  where  the 
said  sluice  stood,  and  making  navigable  the  two 
•mall  sluices  on  the  side  of  the  sluice,  opening  and 
aoouring  out  St.  John's  £au,  and  sufiering  the 
outfiEdl  thereof  to  be  where  that  Ean  was  first  in- 
tended to  be  placed*    The  board  were,  however. 
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unanimously  of  opinion,  tbat  the  melliocl  ofreKef, 
projjosed   by   the   petilioncre  would   not   answer    I 
their  expectation  of  removing  the  grievances  com-  , 
plained    of;    l)«cause  the    maiu  cause    proceeded 
from   the  great  bodies  of  sands  wliicli   then  lay  ■ 
between   German's  bridge  and   Lynn.     But  the  (j 
board,  nevertheless,  conceived  hopes  of  obtaining  ■ 
an  effectual  relief  for  this  Levi-l  in  general,  by  * 
certain  methods  then  under  their  considcratioo,  '| 
of  conveying  the  waters  of  the  Ouze  by  a  t 
course  to  Lynn  liaven. 

No  cBcclive  measures  seem  to  have  resultc 
from  these  pi-oceedings.  Neither  the  navigator^il 
uor  (we  may  add)  Ihc  proprielors  of  the  SoaA«l 
Level,  had  been  well  pleased  at  the  origin 
erection  of  Denver  dam  and  sluices  ;  yet,  strange^j 
as  it  may  appear,  we  shall  find  both  parties  itt>'' 
mcniing  the  consequences  of  this  demoIitioD;  for 
however  great  nnist  Iiave  been  the  hopes  of  those 
who  had  so  long  and  so  jttstly  been  opposed  to 
the  formation  of  those  sluices  aHer  this  accident, 
yet  they  were  also  most  grievously  disappointed. 
In  the  first  place,  the  mischief  produced  by  the 
sluices,  that  is,  by  tlie  silt  depositing  itself  in  the 
river  Ouze,  eight  or  ten  feet  in  depth,  and  growing 
firm  and  compact  by  time,  was  not  so  easily  r^ 
moved.  Secondly,  the  chief  cause  of  the  mischief 
still  continued ;  for  notwithstanding  the  great- 
est part  of  Denver  sluices  were  blown  up  and 
destroyed,  the  solid  dam  or  wall,  eight  feet 
higher  than  the  original  bed  of  the  river,  remaio- 
ed;  and  suffered  but  u  very  inconsiderable  part 
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of  the  spring  tides  to  run  up^  if  compared  with 
tbeir  cafrent  before  the  said  wall  was  bailt :  and 
as  to  the  neap  tides,  they  could  not  reach  them  so 
high  as  Denver ;  and  therefore  the  benefit  of  the 
admission  of  the  tides  through  the  ruins  of  Denver 
slpices,  proved  much  less  advantageous  to  the  nar 
vigation  than  had  been  aoticipated :  and  as  to 
draining,  the  South  Level  became  the  worst  em- 
banked of  the  three ;  the  very  sink  and  general  re- 
ceptacle  of  the  waters  of  the  Middle  Level  and  the 
uplands ;  for  in  every  wet  season,  or  land  flood, 
the  waters  coming  down  the  One  Hundred  Feet 
lUver,  with  a  considerable  current,  and  their  out- 
ia)l  being  almost  entirely  silted  up  by  the  action 
of  the  flowing  tides,  necessarily  found  their  way 
to  the  lowest  place  ;  so  that  instead  of  running  to- 
wards Lynn  and  the  sea,  they  took  their  course  in 
the  South  Level,  through  the  remains  of  Denver 
sluices. 

In- the  year  1726,  another  application  was  made 
to  the  corporation  by  the  proprietors  of  the  South 
L^ve^  for  the  re-erection  of  Denver  sluice,  stating, 
that  ever  since  the  destrucUon  of  that  sluice,  and 
the  free  admission  of  the  Udes  into  their  flat  coun- 
Uj,  as  well  as  the  reverting  of  the  One  Hundred 
Feet  waters,  their  lands  were  completely  drowned ; 
and  they  therefore  requested  the  re-erection  of  the 
slqice.  From  time  to  time  these  applications  were 
repcptted,  and  a  variety  of  conferences  took  place, 
notpnly  between  the  corporation  and  the  South 
Lev^l  proprietors,  but  also  between  those  inter- 
ested in  the  navigation,  particularly  the  corpora- 
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tion  of  LyoD.  Scbeines  were  delivered  id  for 
effecting  an  improved  drainage,  by  two  engineers 
of  the  name  of  Leaford  and  Smith,  both  of  whom 
recommended  the  i-e-erectioD  of  the  sluice;  but 
the  most  important  report,  and  that  which  fixed 
the  corporation,  was  received  from  Labelye, 
a  native  of  Switzerland,  and  then  employed 
as  the  engineer  iu  the  erection  of  Westminster 
Bridge. 

In  the  year  1748,  the  corporation  determined 
upon  the  re-erection  of  the  sluice  under  the  follow- 
ing plan,  delivered  by  Labelye. 

It  was  proposed,  that  Colonel  Rusaelfs  two  eyes 
or  openings  should  be  cleared,  as  low  as  the  top  of 
the  solid  dam,  then  lying  about  two  feet  under  the 
bottom  of  the  Ouze,  in  the  remains  of  Denver 
sluice ;  and  the  river  so  far  cleared  above  and  be- 
low, as  lo  afford  a  free  passage  to  the  land-waters 
and  tlie  tides. 

2nd.  That  a  lock  or  pen-sluice  should  be  con- 
structed on  the  east  side  of  the  easternmost  of  the 
two  eyes,  of  about  bOft.  clear  in  length,  between 
the  two  pairs  of  breast  gates,  which  were  to  point 
down  the  river,  and  about  ISft.  clear  in  widtfa. 

3rd.  That  in  the  opening  of  the  remaias  <tf  Den- 
ver sluice,  and  in  the  two  other  openings  or  eyes, 
there  should  be  placed  twenty-eight  draw-doors, 
each  from  3ft.  to  3/t.  Gin.'  wide,  made  so  as  to 
.shut  close  upon  the  top  of  the  solid  dam,  and  pro- 
perly supported,  leaving  a  free  passage  for  the 
tides  of  S7/t.  in  the  clear,  besides  the  \3ft.  in  the 
lock,  which  is  lOO/t.  passage  for  the  land  waters. 
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*  It  is  proper  to  state,  that  altboagh  Labelye, 
luder  the  then  existing  circumstances,  recom- 
mended the  re-erection  of  the  sluice,  he  by  no 
ineans  approved  of  the  original  plan  of  drainage 
Unfortonately  adopted  by  Sir  Comelins  Vermuy- 
den. 

^  The  corporation  directed  the  sum  of  3000/.  to 
lie  raised  for  carrjring  this  plan  into  execution ;  of 
which,  John  Duke  of  Bedford  advanced  the  sum  of 
HOOL  The  sluice  was  completed  in  the  year  1760, 
ftnd  has  continued  in  nearly  the  same  state  to  the 
present  period, 

'  The  author  has,  he  fears,  traced  the  history, of 
tUs  sluice  at  too  great  length.  Perhaps, however,  he 
may  be  justified  by  the  consideration,  that  even 
M  the  present  moment  its  condition  is  matter 
of  deep  anxiety,  in  consequence  of  the  recent  im- 
provements in  the  drainage  above  and  below  it, 
and  the  provisions  of  one  of  the  Ekiu  Brink  acts, 
(59  Geo.  III.  c.  79,)  which  empowers  the  commis- 
rioners  to  make  certain  alterations  therein,  under 
the  authority  and  approbation  of  the  Bedford  Level 
oorporatibn. 

In  the  year  1 754,  a  surprising  spirit  of  improve* 
meat  arose  within  the  South  Level,  and  was  much 
istimnlated,  not  only  by  the  sanction  of  the  Bedford 
Level  board,  but  also  by  the  exertions  and  assis- 
tance of  Dr.  Matthias  Mawson,  then  Bishop  of  Ely.  Ben^tHit- 
When  his  lordship  was  translated  to  that  se^  the  iS. 
city  of  Ely,  and  country  about  it,  were  much  on  the 
decline;  occasioned  by  the  adjoining  low  lands  hav- 
ing for  several  years  been  under  water ;  and  the 
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public  roads,  al  the  same  time,  in  so  bad  a  statcas 
not  to  be  traveled  willi  safely.  Under  these  dis- 
tressing; circumstances,  it  was  obvious  that  the  ooly 
edl'ctuul  ineaos  of  resloi  ing  the  country  to  a  flonr- 
ishing  state  was  to  embank  the  rivers,  to  erect  mttU 
for  draiuing  the  lands,  and  to  open  safe  and  free 
communicutioas  throughout  the  large  and  almost 
impassable  levels,  with  which  the  city  of  Ely  was 
environed ;  all  of  them  works  of  great  difficulty,  and 
formidable  in  point  of  expense ;  but  tbey  were  hap- 
pily undertaken,  under  the  sanction  ofseveral  acts  of 
parliament;  and  in  consequence  thereof  a  new  and 
better  face  was  soon  given  to  the  whole  neigbbour- 
liood,  and  grtat  advantages  bol  h  of  healthiness  and 
commerce  were  derived  to  the  inhabitants.  What- 
ever praises  were  due  (as  many  certiunly  were)  to 
the  iulcUigence,  activity,  and  public  spirit  of  other 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  that  country,  yet  the 
success  of  the  several  schemes  was  greatly  owing 
tothesuggestionsof  this  worthy  prelate  ;  to  his  ad- 
vice and  encouragement,  his  aid  and  munificence. 

Through  the  perseverance  of  Dr.  Mawson,  the 
turnpike  road  from  Cambridge  to  Ely  was  com- 
pleted ;  a  plan  which  many  persons  at  that  time 
considered  as  impracticable ;  but  the  success  of 
which  gave  occasion  for  other  like  communications 
from  Ely  in  all  directtons:  added  to  which,  no  less 
than  thirteen  private  acts  of  parliament  were  passed 
for  the  drainage  of  <listncts  aud  lands  witbia  the 
South  Level. 

In  the  year  1777,  both  the  Middle  and  South 
Levels  were  in  a  most  deplorable  condition,  and  the 
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debt  of  the  corporation,  as  well  as  the  state  of  the 
arrear  roll^  most  alarming. 

In  that  year,  a  general  scheme  of  drainage  for 
the  benefit  of  both  Levels  was  projected,  including 
a  plan  for  erecting  a  new  and  enlarged  sluice  at 
Denver;  but  although  a  bill  was  prepared,  and  pre- 
sented to  parliament,  the  measure  was  finally  aban- 
doned.  Nothing  further  appears  to  have  occurred 
for  bettering  the  condition  of  the  South  Level,  until 
the  opening  of  the  Eau  Brink  cut,  the  full  benefit 
of  whicb^  however,  it  must  be  admitted,  has  not 
yet  been  received  by  this  portion  of  the  Bedford 
Level. 

We  may  here  notice  a  most  important  measure^ 
which  took  place  in  the  year  1827;  namely,  the  pass- 
ing of  an  act  for  improving  the  drainage  of  the 
South  Level,  and  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  flow- 
ing through  it;  a  measure  which  entitles  its  promo- 
ters to  the  gratitude  and  thanks  of  the  country,  in- 
asmiich  as  those  prejudices  which  had  existed  for 
more  than  two  centuries  between  drainage  and  na- 
Yigation  were  swept  away,  it  is  hoped,  for  ever,  and 
an  indissoluble  bond  of  union  established  between 
these  two  interests.  The  works  nnder  this  act  are 
nearly  completed ;  Sandy*s  Cut  being  now  open  for 
the  purposes  of  drainage  and  navigation^  and  the 
adjoining  part  of  the  channel  of  the  old  river  Ouze 
finally  closed.  These  works  have  been  executed 
under  the  judicious  direction  of  Mr.  Mylne^  civil 
engineer  to  the  New  River  company. 

It  would  also  be  unjust  to  conclude  this  chapter 
without  adverting  to  a  work»  alike  useful  and  or- 
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namental.  lo  the  year  1825,  a  beaaUfal  suspea- 
sion  bridge  was  thrown  over  the  One  Hundred 
Feet  river,  at  Welney,  at  the  sole  charge  of 
the  reverend  William  Gale  Townley,  the  rector 
of  Upwell,  now  residing  at  Beaupr^  Hall,  near 
that  place,  and  brother  to  Richard  Greaves  Town- 
Icy,  Esq.,  one  of  the  conservators'  of  the  Bedford 
Level  corporation.  The  structure  docs  infinite 
credit  to  the  taste  of  the  projector.  Its  beauty 
Is  only  equalled  by  its  utility.  This  bridge  fomu 
a  communication  between  the  eastern  and  nortbern 
parts  of  the  0000117;  ^°^  ^^  commaDicatioo  is 
much  facilitated  by  a  recently-made  tura|Mke- 
road  from  Mildenhall,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
crossing  this  bridge,  and  proceeding  to  the  town 
and  port  of  Wisbech. 

Prior  to  the  erection  of  the  suspension  bridge, 
there  was  a  ferry  across  the  One  Hundred  Feet 
River,  the  profits  of  wliich  belonged  to  the  Btdfonl 
Level  corporation  ;  but  they  were  given  up  to  Mr. 
Townley,  who  is  empowered,  under  a  lease  from 
the  corporation,  bearlag  date,  7th  September,  1825, 
to  demand  and  take  certain  tolls  for  passing  over 
the  bridge,  for  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years*  pay* 
ing  to  the  corporation,  during  that  period,  a  small 
acknowledgment  of  five  shillings  per  annum;  after 
which  time,  the  right  of  taking  toll  reverts  to  the 
corporation. 

Many  bridges  have  been  built  throughout  the 
Bedford  Level,  by  the  corporation,  and  by  othei 
public  bodies.  It  was  the  author's  intention  t( 
have  entered  into  a  legal  discussion  as  to  the  lia 
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bility  of  parties  to  repair  those  bridges;  but  he 
finds  his  work  already  too  protracted.  His  readers 
arC)  therefore,  refeiTed  to  those  statutes  and  judi- 
cial proceedings  which  relate  to  this  important 
subject  *. 

•  It  was  omitted  to  be  stated  in  the  accoant  of  the  Middk 
Lerel,  that  the  two  bridges  over  the  RiTer  Nenc^  at  the  end  of 
the  Forty  Feet  River  near  Bodsey,  and  at  Benwick^  were  erected 
by  the  Middle  Level  commissioners^  under  the  regulations  pre- 
seribed  by  the  statute  passed  48  Geo.  III^  c.  69.;  and  are  conse* 
qnentfy  become  county  bridges. 

The  bridges  between  Chatteris  and  Wisbech^  and  also  the 
bridge  over  the  Tongs  Sluice^  are  repaired  by  the  trustees  of  the 
iompike-road. 

The  great  bridge  at  Ely  is  repaired  by  the  Dean  and  Chapter. 


The  Part  o/Lytm.—The  Eau  Brink  Cai.— Biogra- 
phical notices  nj'the  tote  John  Rennie^  Esq  ;  of 
Thomas  Tet/onty  Rsq.;  and  of  Sir  Edward  Banks. 
—  Ouze  Bridges.  —  District  of  Marshland, — 
Marshhnd  Smeatk  and  Fen. — Bardolph  and 
Downham  Fens, — South  Holland. —  Conclusion. 

Thb  outfall  of  the  Middle  and  South  Levels,  we 
have  seen,  was  fomieily  below  the  port  of  Wisbech. 
After  the  desertion  of  (lie  river  Onze  from  Little- 
port,  (a  period  by  no  means  ascertained,)  the  general 
outfall  of  these  Levels  was  at  the  port  of  King's 
Lynn,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk. 

The  ancient  name  of  this  place  (according  to 
Camden)  is  Lhyn,  so  named  from  its  spi-eading 
waters;  for  so  much  is  implied  by  that  British 
word;  but  Sir  Henry  Spelman  and  others  say,  that 
it  is  falsely  called  Lhyn,  its  true  name  being  Lm 
which,  in  the  Saxon  language,  signifies  a  farm,  or 
tenure  in  fee;  so  Fanefken,  in  the  German  lan- 
guage, is  the  tenure  of  the  fee  of  a  baron ;  and  Len 
episcopi,  the  bishop's  farm :  he  further  observes, 
that  the  word  Len  halti  a  more  limited  sense,  and 
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signifies  church  lands,  as  Ter-Uen,  in  Welch,  is  terra 
ecclesia.  This  town  was  called  Lin^piscopiy  Bishop's 
Linn^till  the  time  of  King  Henry  VIII,  as  being  the 
possession  of  the  bishops  of  Norwich ;  but  that 
king  exchanging  the  monastery  and  revenues  of 
Saint  Bennet  in  the  Holm,  and  other  lands,  for  the 
revenueof  the  bisboprick,  this  town,  among  the  rest^ 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  king,  and  so  hath,  with 
the  possessor,  changed  its  name  into  Linn  Regis^ 
or  King's  Lynn. 

This  large  and  ancient  town  stands  towards  the 
mouth  of  the  great  river  Ouze,  (the  old  channel 
of  which  has  been  recently  diverted  by  the  Eau 
Brink  cut,)  on  the  eastern  side  of  an  extensive 
tract  of  country,  called  Marshland,  about  twelve 
mUes  from  the  sea,  forty-two  from  Norwich,  forty- 
aix  from  Cambridge,  and  ninety-eight  from  London. 
It  IB  built  on  both  sides  of  the  Ouze,  but  chiefly 
on;  the  eastern  bank  of  that  river,  though  it  is 
supposed  to  have  stood  originally  entirely  on  the 
opposite  side ;  and  hence  that  part  is  still  called 
Old  Lynn.  By  the  spirited  exertions  of  its  opu- 
leat  inhabitants,  great  alterations  and  improve- 
ments have  recently  been  effected  in  this  town. 
The  entrance  is  now  wide  and  spacious,  through 
rows  of  houses  lately  erected,  instead  of  the  former 
narrow  and  confined  streets.  It  must  be  acknow- 
ledged, however,  that  much  of  its  original  charac- 
ter has  been  destroyed.  The  entrance  into  the 
town  was  formerly  under  two  ancient  gateways, 
called'the  South  and  East  gates.  The  former  yet 
remains;  the  latter  has  been  removed. 

VOL.  1.  3  c 
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The  haven,  or  harbour,  iscapacioaB;butthe  pas- 
sage  into  it  is  accounted  somewhat  difficult,  and 
cven.witlsout  Iheaid  of  q  pilot,  dangerous,  in  con- 
leqnence  of  the  numeroas  sand  bankE,  and  the  fre- 
quent BhiftingR  of  the  channels,  occasioned  by  the 
loose  and  light  nature  of  the  sandy  and  ailtysoil 
at  the  bottom. 

The  anthor  hopes  he  is  not  too  sanguine  in 
looking  forward  to  a  great  iinpi-OTemenl,  at  no 
distant  period,  below  the  Iiarbour,  by  contracting 
the  channel  and  embanking  the  immense  quan- 
tity of  land  now  covered  with  wat«r,  and  rendered 
utterly  useless,  but  which,  with  a  little  skill  aod 
Mcrtion,  might  be  made  highly  profitable  to  those 
who  would  embark  in  the  patriotic  |>lan  of  pro- 
ducing so  obviuiui  an  advantage,  as  well  to  the 
Itarbour  as  to  tbe  passage  of  tbe  flood  waters  to 
sea.  Prior  to  the  thirteenth  centnry,  this  fiar- 
boiir,  compared  M'itii  its  present  widlh,  is  said  to 
have  been  exiremely  narrow,  being  then  only  a 
few  perches  across.  The  present  exceeds  the  for- 
mer depth  of  its  waters,  in  consequence  of  the 
increased  scour  from  tbe  operations  of  the  Eaa 
Brink  cut. 

The  spring  tides  flow  at  times  to  a  beig;bt  of 
twenty  feet;  and  the  river  is  of  about  the  breadth 
of  the  Thames  above  bridge,  and  so  extends  itself 
about  a  mile  towards  the  open  sea.  Until  lately, 
a  royal  fortress,  called  St.  Ann's  Fort,  stood  on  the 
north  end  of  the  harbour,  with  a  platform  of  twelve 
large  guns,  which  could  easily  command  all  ships 
entering  or  quitting  it.  In  olden  times,  besides  its 
fortified  walls,  the  town  was  defended  by  nine  re- 
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gUar  basti<m8,  and  a  ditch  in  the  form  of  a  aemi- 
cireli.  There  are  but  few  remains  now  left  of 
lliefle  ancient  defences. 

The  excellettce  of  the  situation  of  the  town;  its 
hajge  and  commodious  harbour^  capable  of  con- 
tJUning^  two  hundred  sail ;  and  the  several  navigar 
Ike  rivers  falling  into  it  from  eight  counties,  pre* 
rfnit  eonteniences  for  traflic  and  commercial  pur- 
poses rarely  to  be  met  with.  By  these  means^ 
seferal  capital  cities  and  towns  are  provided  with 
all  kinds  of  heavy  commodities ;  and  an  extensive 
fiwdgn  and  inland  trade  maintained.  Coals  from 
Newcastle ;  salt  from  Lymington ;  deals  and  fir^ 
tlniberj  iron^  wines^  &c.^  are  imported  hither  from 
beyond  the  sea ;  and  from  the  inland  part  of  the 
Miigdom  great  quantities  of  wheat,  rye,  oats,  cole- 
seed, barley,  Suo.,  are  brought  down  the  rivers. 
I^n  has  been  long  renowned  for  the  wealth  of  its 
liiercbants,  and  the  punctuality  and  extent  of  their 
commercial  dealings. 

'  The  channel  of  the  river  Ouze^  for  about  four 
iliiles  above  the  harbour  of  Lynn,  was  very  wide 
and  drcuitous,  and  equally  dangerous  to  naviga^ 
tioB  and  injurious  to  drainage. 

The  success  which  attended  the  execution  of 
Kinderley*s  Cut,  below  Wisbech,  naturally  turned 
Hhe  public  attention  to  a  similar  improvement  on 
the  river  Ouze,  near  Lynn.  Many  meetings  were 
held  upon  the  subject ;  a  variety  of  plans  were 
|MN)jeeted ;  and  for  several  years  the  matter  was 
gMirally  discussed  amongst  those  interested  in 
improving  the  drainage  of  the  Middle  and  South 

3  c  2 
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Levels.  The  plan  suggested  was  to  make  a  straight 
cut  from  a  place  called  Eau  Brink,  near  St.  Ger-. 
man's  Bridge,  to  the  port  of  Lynn,  by  that  means 
abandoning  the  old  circuitous  channel.  But 
interests  were  too  confiicting  to  be  readily  ad- 
justed. The  owners  of  Fen-lands  trembled  at 
tbe  costs  of  the  measure;  the  persons  intei-ested 
in  the  navigation  were  reluctant  to  try  so  vast  an 
experiment ;  and  the  corporation  of  Lynn  at  once 
avowed  their  decided  hostility  to  a  scheme  which 
they  supposed  would  send  up  the  tides  and  bring 
down  the  floods  with  such  velocity,  tbat  nothing 
less  could  occur  than  the  destruction  of  tbe 
harbour  and  the  adjoining  buildings,  which  they 
considered  would  he  swept  away,  and  leave  scarce 
"  a  wreck  behind."  The  promoters  of  the  design 
were  not  deficient  in  perseverance,  and  were  be- 
sides strongly  supported  by  many  of  the  most  in- 
fluential fen-men  of  that  period.  At  length,  at  a 
public  meeting  of  laud-owners,  and  others  inter- 
ested in  the  improvement  of  the  outfall  of  the  river 
Ouze,  held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern  in 
the  Strand,  London,  on  Thursday  the  I6tb  of  June, 
1791,  it  was  resolved,  that  an  estimate  of  every 
expense  attending  the  making  the  proposed  new 
cut  from  below  St.  German's  Bridge,  near  Eau 
Brink,  to  the  port  of  Lynn,  (including  tbe  value  of 
the  lands  to  be  cut  through,)  should  be  imme- 
diately prepared,  and  that  Mr.  John  Smeaton, 
Mr.  James  Golbourn,  (then  civil  engineer  to  tbe 
Bedford  Level  corporation,)  and  Mr.  John  Watte, 
should  be  employed  to  make  such  estimate.     A 
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report  was  laid  before  a  subsequent  meeting, 

r 

containing  (as  matter  of  contrast  to  what  has 
since  occurred)  a  very  curious  document^  in  the 
8hiq;)e  of  an  estimate  of  the  costs  of  carrying  the 
proposed  measure  into  effect.  Probably  at  this 
dull  period  it  may  create  a  smile  of  incredulity; 
however,  so  it  was. 


An  estimate  of  the  expense  of  cutting  a  new  cut 
from  below  St.  German^s  bridge y  near  Eau  Brink , 
to  about  half  a  mile  below  Lynn. 


To  spade  and  barrow  work,  in  executing 
the  said  cut,  including  materials  for  the 
woiknien, -pumping,  &c«  &c. 
To  purchase  of  land  for  cut  and  cover     - 
To  a  dam  over  the  present  channel 
To  a.  bridge  over  the  new  cut 
To  two  piers  at  the  entrance  of  ditto 
To  a  sluioe  to  dischaxge  the  waters  from 

the  hmds  cut  off     .  - 
To  superintendence      -        -        .        . 


£.     s.    d. 


7343 

2 

0 

6025 

0 

0 

2000 

0 

0 

1500 

0 

O 

500 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

700 

0 

0 

^38,098    2    0 


jilt  estimate  of  the  erpease  of  conveying  the  waters 
of  Marshland  into  the  proposed  neiv  Cut. 


To  cuLliiig  a  new  drain  from  Marshland 

or  Islington  drain,  to  nearly  opposite  St. 

Mary's  Gool     -  -  -  -  - 

To  purchase  of  Land  for  ditto 
To  a  sluice  to  discharge  the  snid  waten 
To  two  bridges  over  the  »aid  drain,  (made 

of  old  materialB)        -         _         .         . 
To  deepening  643  rods  of  drain 
To  12  bridges  to  lauds  (made  of  old  ma- 

tcriak)     -         -         ..        _        -         - 
To  a  sluice  at  the  lower  end  -         .         - 


Deduct  for  luixtcriAU  to  diipOH  0/  - 


The  whole  expense  not  to  exceed39,985/.6*.6rf.!I 
We  shall  presently  see  the  great  accuracy  and 
judgmeut  displayed  in  the  calculations  which 
formed  the  above  estimates. 

At  length  the  proprietors  in  the  Middle  and 
South  Levels  became  so  satisfied  of  the  great 
utility  of  the  project,  that  a  bill  was  introduced 
into  parliament  in  the  session  of  the  year  1703; 
but  it  was  met  in  everystage  by  the  most  obstinate 
and  determined  hostility,  which  continued  with- 
out intermission  until  the  year  1795,  when  al) 
parties, actually  wearied  out  with  anxiety,  and  the 
expense  of  litigation,  (amounting  on  the  part  0: 


687 

5 

0 

217 

15 

0 

1000 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

48 

4 

e 

24 

0 

0 

ISO 

» 

0 

2037 

4 

6 

ISO 

0 

0 

*1887 

4 

6 

■^ 
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the  promotera  only,  to  the  sam  of  nearly  13,000/.  > 

tacitly  ended  the  contest ;  and  an  aet  was  passed  35Geo.3.c.77. 

fi>r  imposing  a  tax  of  four-pence  per  acre  for  the 

ptriod  of  ten  years,  upon  all  lands  within  the  36  Geo.  3.  c.  72 

Middle  and  South  Levels,  Mai*5hland,  and  other  Apr. r.  773. 

lands,  comprised  within  the  boundary  set  forth  in 

the  act,  together  with  a  navigation-toll  in  and  of 

Bttcb  tax.    The  duration  of  the  tax  wa»  afterwards 

extended  to  a  further  period  of  five  years.  A  more 

imperfect  specimen  of  legislation  does  not  dis- 

graoe  the  statute-book.    Indeed,  all  parties  con- 

elnded  the  sum  to  be  raised  (notwithstanding  the 

artimate)  so  utterly  insufficient  to  perform  the 

woik^  tkat  they  were  content  to  see  the  law  ex- 

peoMS  paid,  together  with  the  sums  subscribed 

hy  individuals  and  public  bodies,  and  to  leave  the 

raanlt  to  Providence. 

Matters  continued  in  abeyance  until  the  vear  56Gco.3.c.88. 
1816,  when  events  occurred  which  led  to   the  &»Geo!3!c!79. 
vcnewed  consideration  of  this  important  plan.  App?*p.'773. 
The  restricted  currency ;  the  state  of  the  unem- 
pb^ed labouring  poor;  and  (strange  anomaly)  the 
fitfsHlty  of  borrowing  money  by  passing  the  Ex- 
olieqiicr4oan  act :  all  had  their  inffuence  in  reviv- 
ie^rtbir consideration ;  and  added  to  these  causes, 
some  very  wealthy  and  powerful  persons  had  be- 
come resident  proprietors  of  considerable  estates 
ia  tbe  neighbourhood  of  Lynn;  and,  from  motives 
which  afterwards  developed  themselves,  took  very 
active  parts  in  promoting  the  accomplishment  of 
the  measure.     Application  was  from  time  to  time 
made  to  the  legislature  for  increased  powers,  and 
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extended  taxalion,  until  in  the  year  1818,  an  act 
was  passed,  increasing  tbe  tax  to  two  shillings  per 
acre,  to  termiiiateou  the  first  of  January,  1823.  In 
181H,  the  dimensions  of  the  cut  having  been  set- 
tled hy  the  iate  John  Rennie,  on  the  part  of  the 
£au  Brink  commissioners,  and  Thomas  Telford, 
on  the  part  of  the  corporation  of  Lynn,  a  contract 
for  its  excavation,  and  for  other  works  connected 
therewith,  was  entered  into  with  Sir  Edward 
Banks,  and  the  work  began.  Again  and  again  has 
tlic  author  had  occasion  t'>  recur  to,  and  to  lament 
the  fatal  negligence  of  Sir  CorneliusVenaayden,in 
paying  no  attention  M'hatever  to  the  improvement 
of  the  outfalls  to  sea  below  the  Bedford  Level. 
After  a  lapse  of  nearly  two  centuries,  somegentte- 
men  were  introduced  into  the  Fens,  who,  by  their 
talents,  their  skill,  their  industry,  and  their  per* 
severance,  were  destined  to  correct  errors  so 
obvious,  even  to  the  most  superficial  observer*. 
It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  after-times,  to 
have  placed  upon  record  the  actual  expenditure, 
and  tbe  sums  which  were  further  required  to  com- 
plete the  projected  works;  at  least  the  contrast 
between  the  modern  estimates,  and  those  of  the 
year  1791,  will  be  read  in  other  days  and  other 
times  with  no  little  degree  of  sarprise. 


'  In  a  future  page  will  be  found  some  I 
of  the  eminent  men  referred  to. 
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EAU  BRINK  ACCOUNTS. 
Statement  of  Account y  made  up  to  the25lhj4ug.  181 7. 

CHARGE. 

The  total  amount  of  the  tax  of  4d.  an        £.       $.    d. 
acre,  for  15  years       -  -      -  -      -  -      - .  75,724    0    0 

Interest  from  Exchequer  bills,  and  divi- 
dends on  stock  in  the  5  per  cents,  made 
by  investing  the  money  paid  to  the 
Treasurer  for  taxes,  until  the  same  was 
appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  the 
land  to  be  used  for  the  Cut         -        -      7,899    8    0 

Amount  of  penalties  received        -        -  90    9    8 

Balance  due  to  the Treasurer,for  sums  ad- 
vanced by  him  beyond  his  receipts,  to 
the  26th  August,  1817       -        -        -         695  17    5 

Total  Charge        -         £  84,409  15     1 

DISCHARGE. 

Payments  previous  to  August,  1809. 

The  expenses  of  obtaining  the  first  Eau 

Brink  Act,m  1795  !  1 ! !   -        -        -  11,943  13  7 

IMtto  of  the  second  Act,  in  1796   -        -  665  6  6 

Ditto  of  the  third  Act,  iii  1805       -        -  658  15  9 
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£  13,267  15  10 


Costs  of  law  suits  by  and  against  the 

commissioners  ....  537  12  3 
IMtto  of  obtaining  schedules  of  the  land 

to  collect  the  tax  by  -        -        -      1,672  15    9 

Printers 425  19    6 

Expenses  of  inquisition,  to  ascertain  the 

value  of  the    land  purchased  for  the 
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Cut,  exclusive  of  other  charges  to  be  £.      s.    d. 

paid 1,217    6    7 

Engineer's  charges      -         -         -         .  1,563     7    0 

Miscellaneous  charges,  including  Clerk's 

bill,  Treaaurcr's  salary,   and  other  ex* 

penses    •         -         -         -        -         -  2^475  13    8 
Pud  for  part  of  the  Uod  pnrdiaaed  for 

the  Cut  -        -        -        -        -        -  6^14    3  W 


\ 


PaymentB  by  the  Treasurer  since  Angost  1809. 

The  coflta  of  the  proceedings  to  obtain,  in  aJ 

1809  and  in  1810,  amendments  of  the  .1 

acta 15S     4     ■! 

Ditto  of  obtaining  the  act  in  1810,  for 
the  more  easy  collection  of  the  arrears       1, 

Paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  remainder  of 
the  Innd  for  the  Cut,  including  the  fur< 
ther  costs  of  the  inquisition  to  ascer- 
tain the  value  of  the  land  purebasetl, 
and  the  costs  paid  to  the  owners  of 
the  land 27,719  15    1 

Expense  of  repairing  the  Sea  Bank  on 
part  of  the  land  purchased,  next  the 
harbour  of  Lynn       _         .         _        .  737  \q    9 

Paid  on  account  of  ditching  and  s^mra- 
ting  the  land  purchased  for  the  Cut 
from  the  land  of  the  adjoimng  propri- 
etors, making  a  road  to  the  same,  and 
for  expflnaes  relating  thereto,  as  re- 
quired by  the  act     -        -         -        -  67O    0    0 

Paid  Mr.  Lenimon,  the  Clerk  to  the  Com- 

missioners,  for  his  bills,  since  1809     -       1,223     2  10 

Paid  charges  of  engineers  and  eurvey- 
ors,  the  principal  part  whereof  was  in- 
curred prior  to  1809  _         .         ,         285     0    7 
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£.    «.  d. 

Pidd  Printers^  and  other  small  expenses         160  16  8 

Treasurer's  salary  for  nine  years,  and  for 

Ids  expenses  attending  meetings        -         522.   9  6 

Cost  #f  2,866/.  7s.'  6e{.  stock,  now  remain- 
ing in  the  5  per  cents       ...      Ij937    P  0 

Afrears  of  taxes  now  due     .        •        -    21,446  13  4 

^e  84,001  14  11 


7«r 


TSieffe  are  tone  balances  in  the  hands  ^ 
of  the  Collectors,  which  it  ia  eonii-  / 
deced  wHl  amount  to  this  sum;  4)utS     ^408    O    2 
against  which  they  have  daima  to^ 
abont  the  same  amount 

SUPPUEMENTAI.  STATEMENT, 

Shewing  the  Receipt  end  EMeodUure,  beiweeik  the  S6/A 
Jugjust,  1817i  and  \2th  o/Jpril,  1819. 

RlCBlfV; 

I^odqfe  flf  923/.  I3s.  3d.  sold  out  of  the  £.    s.    i. 

6  per  cents      ^       «       -        ^        ^        9iB  12    0. 
BK)diioe<tfl6  Exohequer  biDe  for  MMOL 

eaoliy  tmrowed  under  the  Exchequer 

BiflUmact 16,887    &  8 

QtrrQWiid  upon  the  seeurity  of  the  tolls 

4n4tfl9M aSjjOta  0  a 

Cash  received,  ia  pact  of  rent  of  kad 
'  puBchaaied  for  the  Cut^  and  let  by  tha 

Commissioners  until  the  Cut  was  «»-. 

cavated 400   0   0 

Cvrii  reci^ived  for  arrears  of  the  15  years' 

taj^al4cf.  per  acre  ...    19,13211    2i 

Penalties  pdd  by  def&ulters  -        -      2,529  17    0 

Cash  received  on  account  of  the  S  years 

Tax,  at  1«.  per  acre  ...    12,715    911 

Penalties  paid  by  defaulters  -        -        -  47  14    1 

j8  83,145  10  Hi 
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ExrENorruRB. 

PaiJ  balance  due  to  the  treasurer  uj 
bis  account,  made  up  to  the  25th  of  Aa-  £.    t.    d. 

guBt,18l7       -----         695  17    a 

Advauced  the  Committee  of  Management 
at  Lynn,  for  carrying  on  the  works    - 

Costs  of  tbc  actobtained  in  1818   - 

I'lud  the  Contractors     -         -         .         . 

Paid  Engineers  and  Surveyors 

Pud  for  land  purchased  for  the  dmin  in 

Marshland        -         .         .         .         .       2,830 

Paid  Comtnisaioners  of  Appeal  and  of  Ar- 
rear,  appointed  under  the  act  of  1816, 
and  their  Clerk         -         -         .         .       1,60/  1 

Paid  Government,  in  part  of  15,000i.  bor- 
rowed under  the  Exchequer  Bill  Loan 


LOW 

0 

0 

2,909 

3 

I 

58,099 

4 

1 

1,866 

13 

41 

3,250    0    0 


Returned  BubecriplionB  towards  obtain- 
ing tlie  act  of  1795  -         .        - 

Paid  Messrs.  Burcham  and  West  their 
bill  for  works  relating  to  the  new  Cut 

Paid  Printers       .         .         -         -         . 

Paid  for  repairing  the  South  Marsh  bank 

Pidd  law  charges  -         _         -         _ 

Paid  Mr.  Lemmon  bis  bills  as  Clerk 

Treasurer's  salary,  and  his  expenses  at- 
tending meetings       -         -         -         -  73     4    6 

Pwd  Parliamentary  fees  on  the  bill  now 
pending  in  Parliament       --        --        -  300     0    0 


545 

5 

0 

279  15 

I 

462 

5 

0 

389 

3 

0 

786 

4  10 

74.189    6    % 


Balance  in  the  Treasurer's  hands,  12th 
April,  1819  -        -        -        -  rf  8,956    4    2 

Christopher  Peuberton,  Treasurer. 
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». 
0 

d. 
0 

67,740 

0 

0 

35j333 
3,960 

0 
0 

0 
0 
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Estimate  of  the  probable  Expense  of  the  fFofks  re- 
maining to  be  executed  under  the  Eau  Brink  Acts. 

First. — ^Aa  to  the  works  which  must  be  completed  before 

the  water  can  be  turned  into  the  Cut. 

* 

£xcavating  the  Cut  and  making  and  pud- 
ling  the  banks  -        -       .  - 

Deduct  money  paid  to  Contractors^  on 
account  of  this  part  of  the  work 

The  dam  at  Eau  Brink         ... 
Deepening  the  river  at  the  lower  end  of 

the  Cut,  where  it  unites  with  the  bar-  ^ 

hour  of  Lynn^  and  sloping  the  batiks  «      4^550    0    0 
A  Steam-engine  to  take  out  the  water 

during  the  excavation  of  th&  Cut '       =      6,060    0    0 
The  bridge  over  the  Cut,  and  the  New 

Roads  to  communicate  therewith       -     13,870    0    0 
The  Cut  for  the  Drainage  of  Marshland, ' 

including  all  the  works  incident  there- 

tO|    with   the    necessary  occupation 

bridges    and    roads,  after  deducting 

2,830/.  paid  for  the  land  purchased  for 

the  same  ...        -        .      8,583    0    0 

West  Lynn  Drain  and  Sluice,  including  all 

the  works  incident  thereto  -  *  - 
Works  at  Denver  Sluice  ... 
Works  upon  the  Cam,  for  the  protection 
.  of  the  nav^^tion  .... 
Works  upon  the  Brandon  River  - 
Wjorks  upon  the  MildenhaU  River 
Works  for  the  protection  of  theBottisham 

and  Swaffham  Lievels,  including  point- 

ing  doors  on  Soham  Lode,   gates  on 

Reach  Lode,   a  pen  sluice  at  Swaff- 


^65 


5,368 

0 

0 

2,780 

0 

0 

• 

6,543 

0 

0 

2,406 

0 

0 

2,620 

0 

0 

r 
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1 

hnB  Ixida.  ud   gates  at  BotUshnt 

jS. 

>.    d. 

Lode 11,676 

0    0 

^^^^H^ 

Works  for  the  protection  of  Wnterbeach 

500 

0    0 

^^^^H 

■ 

by  the  act         -        .        .         -         . 

400 

0    0 

£m,(S9 

0    0 

PTorks  to  he  completed  afier  the 

^^^^^ 

opening  o/the  Cut. 

^B 

^F 

Scouring,  widening,  juid  deep- 

^V 

ening  tlic  Uiver  OuzG,  from 

^^H 

^1 

Denver  Sluice  Ui  the  head  of 

^^H 

^1 

the  Cut    ....     17,600  0  0 

^^H 

^1 

Dun  at  the  lower  cad  of  tbe 

^^1 

^1 

Cut         -        -        -        -     15,S25  0  0 

^^1 

^B 

.    Works  for  the  protection  of 

^^1 

^B 

Lynn  harbour     -       .         -       5,375  0  0 

^^1 

^H 

Works  oij  the  Hundred  Foot 

^^1 

^E^ 

mid  nliio  on  the  River  Ouze, 

■ 

^^^^H 

above  Earilli    -         -         -      3^«  0  0 

^l^f 

Costs  of  supporting  the  works 

for  two  yenra  -         -         -      2,000  0  0 

44,476  0  0 

16149,115  0  0 


London,  March  16tA,  1819. 


JosN  Rbnkib. 


It  is  not  the  intention  of  tbe  author  to  alter 
into  any  minute  detail  of  the  several  items  con- 
tained in  the  foregoing  expenditure  and  estiiaate. 
They  are  records  for  posterity.  In  many  respects, 
the  subsequent  outlay  has  greatly  exceeded  the 
estimate;  in  some  items  the  works  have  not  yet 
been  executed,  and  in  others  they  have  been 
abandoned;  but  it  will  not  escape  observatioD, 
that  no  sum  is  mentioned,  either  for  the  re-erec- 
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tion  or  alteration  of  Denver  slaice, — a  work  In- 
dispensably necessary  to  afford  to  the  Sontii  Lerel 
the  fall  advantages  it  ought  to  derive  from  the 
operation  of  the  Cat. 

The  Cut  and  banlts  (with  the  bridge)  were  com- 
pleted in  July,  1821,  and  were  opened  to  the 
public  in  that  month,  amidst  a  vast  concourse  of 
persons  assembled  to  witness  the  scene.  The 
urbane,  and,  at  the  same  time,  able  and  judicious 
conduct  of  Admiral  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  upon  that 
occasion,  will  never  be  erased  from  the  memory 
of  any  individual  who  had  the  good  fortune  to 
witness  it.  The  Cut  itself  is  about  two  miles  and 
n  half  in  length.  Sometime  after  its  opening,  the 
dimensions  were  found  to  be  too  contracted,  and, 
in  the  year  1826,  the  area  of  the  channel  was 
widened,  under  a  contract  with  Sir  Edward  Banks, 
for  the  sum  of  33,000/.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  operations  of  the  cut  will  ultimately  lead  to 
almost  a  new  system  of  drainage.  In  some  degree 
this  has  already  taken  place ;  at  any  rate,  the 
river  Onze,  much  higher  than  the  Bedford  Level, 
must  be  considerably  deepened, — a  measure  that 
ought  to  be  forthwith  carried  into  effect,  and 
which  would,  perhaps,  r»ider  Saint  Ives  staunch 
unnecessary,  and  certainly  relieve  the  fertile  and 
valuable  meadows  adjoining  the  river  from  that 
couttuued  pressure  of  water  by  which  they  are 
now  so  much  affected.  Probably,  the  total  costs 
of  the  Cut,  and  of  all  tlic  works  connected  there- 
with, will  amount  to  little  less  than  the  enormoua 
sum  of  500,000/. 


ftB  STATE  OF  THS  BEDFORD  LEVEL  ! 

It  is  almost  iraiiossiblc  to  quit  this  subject  with- 
out referriog  to  tbe  eminent  men  whom  the  pro- 
ject of  the  Eau  Brink  cut  aud  works  has  intro- 
duced to  the  notice  of  fen-meu  and  others  interest- 
ed in  the  result  of  those  extensive  designs.  What- 
ever feelings  the  author  may  entertain  towards 
Scotland  as  a  nation,  be  does  not  extend  those 
feelings  to  ever^  individual  Scotchman  ;  nor  can 
be  be  insensible  to  the  merits  of  those  (be  their 
origin  what  it  may)  who  have  applied  themselves 
to  scientific  pursuits.  There  are  few  public  works 
in  the  united  kingdom,  erected  under  the  genius 
and  enterpi-ise,  or  the  spirit  of  speculation  and 
improvement  of  the  present  age,  that  are  not  asso- 
ciated with  the  names  of  Reonie,  of  Telford,  and 
of  Banks. 

John  Rennie,  F.R.S.,  machinist,  architect,  and 
civil  engineer,  was  born  on  the  7tb  of  June,  1761, 
at  PhantLissie,  in  the  parish  of  Prestonkirk,  in  the 
county  of  East  Lothian.  His  father,  a  highly 
respectable  farmer,  died  in  1766,  leaving  a  widow 
and  nine  children,  of  whom  John  was  the  youngest. 
The  first  rudiments  of  his  education  were' acquired 
at  the  village  school ;  and,  as  it  frequently  bap- 
pens.that  some  trifling  circumstance  in  early  life 
gives  a  bent  to  the  pursuits,  and  fixes  the  desti- 
nies of  the  future  man,  so  it  fared  with  young 
Rennie.  The  school  was  situated  on  the  opposite 
side  of  a  brook,  over  which  it  was  necessary  to 
pass  by  means  of  a  rustic  bridge  of  stepping 
stones ;  but  when  the  freshes  were  out,  the  only 
way  of  crossing  the  stream  was  by  means  ofaboat,. 
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which  was  kept  at  the  workshop  of  Mr.  Andrew 
Meikle,  an  ingenious  mechanic,  well  known  in 
Scotland  as  the  inventor  of  the  thrashing-machine, 
and  many  improvements  in  agricultural  imple- 
ments. In  passing  through  this  workshop,  which 
stood  on  Mr.  Rennie^s  family  property,  young 
Rennie*8  attention  was  forcibly  drawn  to  the 
various  operations  that  were  in  progress ;  and  a 
great  part  of  his  leisure  and  holiday-time  was 
passed  therein.  The  son  of  Mr.  Meikle,  and  the 
workmen,  seeing  the  delight  which  he  apffeared 
to  take  in  examining  their  labours,  were  in  the 
^labit  of  indulging  him  with  their  tools,  and  shew- 
ing him  their  various  uses*.  His  evenings  were 
chiefly  employed  in  imitating  those  models  which 
had  particularly  attracted  his  attention  in  the 
workshop ;  and  it  is  known  in  the  family,  that,  at 
little  more  than  ten  years  of  age,  he  had  cqp- 
stracted  the  model  of  a  wind-mill,  a  pile  engine, 
and  a  steam  engine.  That  of  the  pile  engine  is 
still  in  existence,  and  is  said  to  be  remarkably 
well  made. 

After  perfecting  his  education  at  Edinburgh, 
Mr.  Rennie  proceeded  to  London,  visiting  on  his 
way  the  different  mills  and  public  works  in  and 
about  the  neighbourhood  of  all  the  great  manu- 
fiicturing  towns  in  the  north  of  England.  He  had 
not  long  been  settled  in  London  when  the  project 
of  building  the  Albion  mills  was  carried  into  exe- 
cution, the  mill  work  of  which  he  constructed. 
From  this  period  Mr.  Rennie*s  chaittcter  was  es- 
tablished, until  he  ultimately  rose  to  the  head  of 
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his  profession.  Ttic  limited  space  of  this  work 
will  not  permit  the  author  to  enter  upon  even  an 
eDumerdtlon  uf  ull  bis  great  works;  much  less  to 
give  a  particular  account  of  them.  A  few  of  bis 
inore  prominent  works  may  however  be  mention- 
ed. The  Anchor  forge,  at  the  Dock-yard  at  Wool- 
wich, is  a  magnificent  piece  of  machinery.  But  it 
was  as  an  architect  that  Mr.  Rennic  stood  almost 
unrivalled.  The  architectural  work  which,  above 
all  others,  will  immortalize  the  name  of  Reimie, 
is  the  Waterloo  bridge  across  the  Thames ;  a 
structure  which  even  foreigners  admit  has  no 
parallel  in  Europe,  for  its  magnitude,  its  beauty^ 
and  its  solidity.  That  a  fabric  of  this  immensity, 
presenting  a  straight  horizontal  line,  stretching 
over  nine  large  arches,  should  not  have  altered 
more  than  a  few  inches  (not  five  in  any  one  part) 
frou)  that  straight  line,  is  an  instance  of  strength 
and  firinncss  clsiiwheic  iinkiiownj  and  almost  in- 
credible. But  all  Rennie's  works  have  been  made 
for  posterity ;  they  were  never  of  slight  construc- 
tion ;  nor  would  he  ever  engage  in  any  undertaking 
where  a  sufficiency  of  funds  was  not  forthcoming 
to  meet  his  views. 

Another  work,  from  a  design  of  bis,  to  which 
for  some  years  past  he  has  given  bis  attention,  is 
now  being  carried  into  execution,  namely,  the 
n«w  stone  bridge  over  the  Thames,  as  a  sabstitute 
for  that  disgrace  to  the  present  age,  the  existing 
London  bridge.  His  design,  which  was  selected 
by  a  committee  of  the  house  of  commons  out  of 
at  least  thirty  that  were  offered,  proposed  the 
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erection  of  a  granite  bridge  of  five  arches,  the 
centre  one  of  150  feet  span.  This  will  be  the 
largest  stone  arch  in  the  world,  constructed  in 
modern  times.  The  execution  of  the  work,  no^ 
in  progress  under  the  superintendence  and  direc- 
tion  of  his  two  sons,  Messrs.  George  and  John 
Rennie^  will  form  a  remarkable  feature  in  the 
future  history  of  the  capital.  Of  the  five  bridges 
which  will  then  bestride  the  river  Thames  within 
the  precincts  of  London,  three  of  them,  and  those 
beyond  comparison  the  most  magnificent,  will 
have  been  built  from  the  designs  of  one  man  *. 

In  the  year  1789,  he  married  Miss  Mackitftosh, 
who  died  in  1806^  leaving  a  family  of  seven  young 
children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living ;  and  on  the 
16th  October,  1821,  after  a  few  days'  illness,  this 
celebrated  man  departed  this  life  without  a  strug- 
gle, in  the  60th  year  of  his  age. 

The  two  eldest  of  his  sons,  George  and  John, 
are  successfully  following  the  profession,  and 
promise  to  tread  in  the  footsteps,  and  attain  the 
pre-eminence  of  their  father. 

*  It  18  somewhat  remarkable^  that  three  of  the  very  eminent 
engineerB^  who  have  been  employed  in  the  great  works  of  the 
Bedford  Levels  were  also  the  projectors  or  buifders  of  the  fi?e 
great  bridges  over  the  river  Thamesi :  Labelje^  the  builder  of 
Denver  Sluice^  in  1749^  was  also  the  builder  of  Westminster 
bridge,  erected  about  the  same  period  :  Robert  Mylne,  £iq*> 
Cither  of  the  present  civil  engineer,  and  the  original  engineer 
for  the  £au  Brink  Commissioners,  was  the  projector  of  Black- 
firiars*  bridge :  and  the  late  John  Rennie,  Esq.,  was  the  projec- 
tor of  Waterloo,  Southwa^k,  and  London  bridges. 
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Thomas  Telford,  Esq.,  architect  and  civil  engi- 
neer, is  also  a  native  of  Scotland,  being  born,  as 
the  author  understands,  in  Dnrnfrieshire.  He  has 
descended  into  the  vale  of  years,  unmarried.  Mr. 
Telford  is  remarkable  for  the  solidity  of  his  judg- 
ment, superadded  to  great  caution,  foresight,  and 
prudence.  That  he  is  not  deficient  in  taste,  or  the 
great  essentials  of  genius,  is  most  clearly  evinced 
by  the  various  public  and  private  woi'ks  which 
have  been  executed  under  his  designs,  the  number 
of  which  is  scarcely  exceeded  by  those  of  the  late 
Mr.  Hennie.  The  most  astonishing  monument  of 
bis  genius  and  his  skill  in  architectural  design, 
is  the  beautiful  and  splendid  work  called  the 
Menai  bridge,  across  the  river  at  Bangor  ferry,  in 
North  Wales.  Had  this  been  the  only  work  exe- 
cuted by  Mr.  Telford,  tt  would  have  handed  down 
his  name  to  posterity,  as  a  man  of  consummate 
taste  and  ability.  Mr.  Telford  is  in  the  73rd  year 
of  his  age»  and  is  now  considered  as  the  head  of 
his  profession. 

Nearly  two  centuries  have  elapsed,  since  the 
great  works  of  drainage,  then  projected  in  the  Fens 
introduced  Sir  Cornelius  Verniuyden  into  that 
country.  The  extraordinary  efforts  and  underta- 
kings of  this  celebrated  man,  shrink  almost 
into  insignificance  when  compared  with  those  of 
Sir  Edward  Banks,  whose  fortunate  lot  it  has 
been  throughout  all  his  undertakings  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  drainage  of  the  Bedford  I-*vel, 
and  the  navigation  of  its  rivers,  to  retrieve  the 
errors  which  bis  great  predecessor  had  so  un- 
accountably committed. 
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Sir  Edward  Banks  was  born  near  Richmond^  in 
Yorkshire,  in  the  year  1770 ;  and  finding  nothing 
in  that  conntry  in  accordance  with  his  enterpriz- 
ing  mind,  he  went  to  sea  for  about  two  years ; 
and  in  1789,  undertook  sea-banking  and  drain- 
-ing  in  Holderness.  In  1791,  he  became  a  con- 
tractor for  making  a  canal  between  Leeds  and 
LiyerpooK    In  1792,  he  married;  and  in  1793, 
was  engaged  as  a  contractor  on  the  Lancaster  and 
Ulyerstone  canals,  under  the  direction  of  the  late 
John  Rennie.     In  1795,  he  was  employed  as  con- 
tractor on  the  Huddersfield  canal,  and  the  Peak 
l^orest,  in  making  a  railway  and  canal,  and  form- 
ing an  aqueduct  over  the  river  Mersey,  and  in 
making  sundry  tunnels  on  the  Huddersfield  canal, 
amongst  which  there  is  a  tunnel  four  miles  and  a 
quarter  long,  under  a  hill  called  Stenage :  and  in 
1797,  he  finished  the  Ashton-under-Line  canal, 
which  enters  Manchester,  and  thereby  establishes 
the  carriage  of  goods  from  Manchester  to  HulL  la 
this  year,  the  Huddei*sfield  canal  was  broken  down 
by  a  tremendous  flood,  which  forced  the  vessels 
laden  with  goods  into  the  fields  adjoining;  and 
four  or  five  of  the  vessels  were  broken  to  pieces. 
Upon  this  occasion  he  contracted  to  repair  the  na» 
yigation,  and  completely  succeeded.     In  the  year 
1800,  Mr.  Banks  went  to  reside  in  Derbyshire, 
where  he  executed  several  works  for  the  improve* 
*ment  of  the  Nottingham  and  Cromford  canals,  as 
well  as  various  railways  and  roads,  employing  not 
lew  than  thirty  vessels  in  carrying  goods,  coals, 
limestone,  and  other  materials,  to  various  parts  of 
the  country. 
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In  the  year  1803,  he  came  into  the  county  of 
Surry,  iiutl  set  out  the  Croydon,  Mersthain,  and 
Godstone  railways,  ii'hich  cotnmence  at  the  river 
Thames,  at  Wandsworth,  and  extend  through  the 
lowo  of  Croydon  into  the  property  of  Hylton  Jot- 
liffe,  Esq.,  M.  P.,  of  Mersthani*,  with  whom  he  at 
that  tiniu  established  very  extensive  Hmc  and  stone 
works,  and  carrietl  on  also  a  considerable  trade  in 
limestone,  fuller's  earth,  and  timber,  between  that 
part  of  the  coDQty  of  Surr\' and  the  metropolis. 
Mr.  Banks  was  employed  in  making  the  public 
road  fi-oni  the  vicinity  of  Croydon  to  Ryegate,  in 
ortliT  to  shorten  the  main  road  from  London  to 
Brighton;  and  in  constructing  a  variety  of  other 
works  of  public  utility  in  that  county. 

Id  the  year  1807,  Hylton  Joliifie,  El»q.,  re- 
tired from  the  concern ;  upon  which  William 
John  JoUiffe,  Esq.,  embarked  with  Mr.  Banks; 
iu  IliL'  execution  of  thi;  stiipciitUuis  works  in 
which  he  was  then  engaged.  They  jointly  built 
the  Croydon  court  house,  and  various  other  works 
in  that  neighbourhood;  and  in  the  year  1808,  em- 
banked the  Cardiff  and  Lcckworth  marshes  from 
the  Bristol  channel,  and  built  a  bridge  over  the 
river  Romney.  In  the  year  1809—10,  they  finished 
theDartmoor  prisons;  built  a  light-bouse,and  other 
works  at  Heligoland;  and  executed  vai-ious  exten- 
sive works  at  Honth  Harbour,  in  Ireland.  Under 
the  dh'cction  of  the  late  Mr.  Rennie,  at  tbe  com- 

*  Mr.  Hylton-  JolliSc  married  the  daughter  ot  Washington 
Shirley,  E:irl  »in»rs  :  the  l;idy  died,  leaving  no  issue.  Mr. 
I))lton  JolliiTe  ie  now  unmarried. 
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'tHeBoefnent  of  1811,  they  made  a  new  entram^ 
ioto  the  West  India  Docks.  They  constructed  the 
York  Building  waterworks;  and  contracted  for 
tmilding  that  magnificent  monument  of  the  skill 
IukkI  enterprize  of  the  age,  the  Waterloo  Bridge,  to- 
gether with  the  approaches,  roads,  and  works  con- 
micted  therewith.  The  contract  was  for  a  specific 
tfom  of  money,  according  to  plans  given  by  the  late 
John  Rennie#  In  the  year  1813,  they  contracted 
with  tlie  Navy  Board  to  find  materials, and  perform 
the  works  at  his  majesty*s  dock-yard  at  Sheer- 
Bats^  which  Were  not  finally  completed  until  the 
year  1830.  These,  the  largest  and  most  com- 
plete works  that  have  been  executed  in  Europe^ 
woe  also  designed  by  the  late  Mr.  Rennie. 

In  the  year  1816,  they  contracted  to  build  the 
Southwark  bridge,  also  over  the  river  Thames,  to 
find  all  materials,  and  to  make  the  approaches  and 
roads,  for  a  specific  sum  of  money.  In  1819,  they 
contracted  for  building  the  Custom  House  wall,  of 
granite,  the  whole  length,  including  the  coflfer  dam, 
Btcttm  engine,  and  all  materials.  In  the  same  year, 
tkey  also  contracted  for  making  the  Eau  Brink 
Cut,  near  Lynn,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
#ui£EiU  of  the  Bedford  Level  and  adjacent  country; 
and  also  for  the  erection  of  the  £^u  Brink  Bridge 
HeMss  that  river,  with  various  other  works,  locks, 
wears,  and  excavations,  under  the  Eau  Brink  coni- 
mksioners  of  drainage  and  navigation ;  most  of 
which  works  were  finished  in  the  year  1821;  the 
late  John  Rennie  and  Thomas  Telford,  Esqrs., 
having  been  the  civil  engineers.     Previously  to 
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{tommencing  tbc  work,  Messrs.  Jolliffe  and  Banks 
offered  to  advance  a  very  large  sum  to  the  coinmis- 
sloDcrs,  upon  the  faith  of  a  parliamentary  applica- 
tion in  aid  of  the  funds;  and  they  actually  exe- 
cuted part  of  the  work  to  the  extent  of  40,O00L 
before  they  received  any  return  whatever. 

In  1817,  they  entered  into  a  contract  for 
a  new  entrance  into  His  Majesty's  dock-yard, 
at  Deptford,  with  river  walls,  and  other  works; 
the  whole  of  which  were  executed  within  cofler- 
dams  adjoining  the  river.  They  also  contracted 
to  make  a  river  U'nil,  the  whole  length  of  his 
majesty's  victualling-yard,  Deptford,  within  a 
coHcr-dam.  In  the  same  year,  they  contracted 
to  erect  a  new  entrance,  with  locks,  bridges, 
basins,  and  all  complete,  for  the  London  Docks. 
Tliey  also  expended  the  sum  of  155,000/.  in 
obtaining  granite  stone  from  Aberdeenshire,  for 
cortain  public  works,  wtiich  were  all  completed 
in  182). 

In  that  year,  Mr.  Banks  married  his  seciHid 
wife,  Amelia,  one  of  the  daughters  and  co-heiresses 
of  the  late  Sir  Abraham  Pitches,  of  Streatbam,  in 
the  county  of  Surrey. 

Sir  Abraham  Pitches  (besides  this  lady)  left  four 
daughters ;  namely,  Julia,  married  to  William 
Jolliffe,  the  father  of  Sir  William  George  Hyl- 
ton  Jolliffe,  Bart.,  who  intermarried  with  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  Edward  Banks,  having  first  mar- 
ried Eleanor,  daughter  of  Sir  Berkley  Paget, 
brother  of  the  present  Marquess  of  Anglesey,  but 
by  whom  he  had  no  issue ;  Peggy,  married  to 
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fieorge  William,  Earl  of  Coventry,  co.  War* 
wick,  and  Viscount  Deerhurst,  co.  Glou- 
cester, lord  lieutenant  and  recorder  of  the  city 
of  Worcester,  and  high  steward  of  Tewkes- 
bury ;  Penelopei  married  to  the  late  Sir  Robert 
SbeflSeld,  of  Norinandy,  in  the  county  of  Lin* 
Goki ;  and  another  daughter,  married  to  Colonel 
Bowis. 

Mr.  William  JoUiffe  has  also  another  son,  Gil- 
bert  East  Jotliffe,  H.  P.  15th  Light  Dragoons. 

In  1822,  Sir  Edward  Banks  received  the  honor 
of  knighthood,  for  the  extraordinary  exertions, 
industry,  skill,  and  perseverance  he  had  displayed 
in  the  execution  of  the  Waterloo  and  Southwark 
Bridges,  which  are  justly  considered  two  of  the 
finest  bridges  in  the  world.  In  1822,  he  and  Mr. 
JoUiffe  contracted  with  the  Ayre  and  Calder  com* 
pany  to  build  sea  locks  to  receive  the  shipping, 
and  a  basin  to  receive  the  barges.  These  works 
were  built  with  stone,  and  large  coffer-dams,  in  the 
river  Humber,  so  as  to  render  the  two  sea  locks 
and  wing  walls  complete ;  and  a  canal  was  made^ 
eighteen  miles  long,  together  with  a  number  of 
locks  and  bridges  on  the  same.  These  works 
were  all  completed  in  1U27;  and  Goole,  in  conse* 
qnence,  became  a  port. 

In  the  year  1824,  they  engaged  to  build  the 
new  London  Bridge,  according  to  the  design  of 
the  late  Mr.  Rennie,  which  has  undergone  some 
alteration  since  his  decease.  The  contract,  in- 
cluding the  approaches  and  roads,  all  complete,  was 
for  a  specific  sum.    They  also  contracted  to  build 
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a  bridge  over  the  Serpentine  river,  in  Hyde  Park, 
witb  approaches  all  complete, — a  structure  of 
singular  elegance  and  beauty.  The  plan  of  Uiis 
bridge  was  designed  by  the  present  John  Reanle. 
In  18'27,  Messrs.  Jollifle  and  Banks  contracted 
for  making  a  new  cut,  for  improving  the  outfall 
for  the  waters  of  the  river  Nene,  below  Wisbech, 
eliecting  an  entirely  new  course  from  Kiuderley's 
cat  to  the  $€a,being  from  five  to  six  miles  in  length: 
this  work  is  also  now  in  progress,  under  the  di- 
rection and  plans  of  Messrs.  Telford  and  Reanle. 
They  also  erected,  under  the  same  superintend- 
ence, the  new  sluices,  with  the  bridge  and  em- 
bankment, over  the  river  Nene,  at  Sutton  Wash ; 
by  which  means  a  communicatioD  now  exisU 
between  the  eastern  and  northern  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  In  the  year  1628,  they  contracted  to 
make  a  new  outfoU  for  the  river  Witham,  at 
Boston,  into  tlie  sea  :  and  also  to  make  a  ne^r  cut, 
bridges,  locks,  and  other  works,  to  improve  the 
navigation  of  the  river  Ancholine,  and  the  drain- 
age by  that  river. 

It  would  far  exceed  the  limits  of  this  work  to 
detail  the  various  other  works  executed  by  Messrs. 
Jollifleaud  Banks  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
While  they  mark  the  intelligence  and  ability  of 
the  present  age,  they  will  also  transmit  to  future 
generations  the  names  of  those  eminent  person- 
ages, their  skill,  their  talent,  and  their  industry. 
In  earlier  times,  the  possibility  of  executing  works 
of  this  immense  extent,  by  individual  exertion, 
would  have  excited  feelings  of  incredulity.     They 
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wilt  undoubtedly  be  viewed  by  posterity  with  ad- 
miration and  delight.  It  is  hoped  that  the  indulgent 
reader  will  pardon  these  long  digressions.  Let  us 
aow  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  matters  mose 
connected  with  the  history  of  the  Bedford  Level. 

Tliere  are  four  bridges  over  the  River  Ouze  be-  Oom  Bndgea. 
]o<w  Denver  Sluice,  of  which  the  following  parti-^ 
colars  may  perhaps  be  useful.  The  reader  is  re- 
ferred to  the  provisions  of  the  several  Eau  Brink 
actSi  as  to  the  alterations  and  improvements  that 
may  be  enforced  by  the  Eau  Brink  commissioners, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  obstruction  in  the  waters 
flowing  down  the  river  to  the  Eau  Brink  Cut. 

Downham  Bridge. — The  tolls  of  this  bridge  are 
let  for  about  240/.  per  annum.  In  addition  to 
the  tolls,  there  is  a  public  house,  and  some  land 
producing  a  rent  of  from  100/.  to  120/.  a  year:  all 
wliicb  funds  are  applicable  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  bridge.  The  bridge  and  estates  are  under  the 
nperintendence  of  two  bridge-reeves,  appointed 
by  tibe  parish. 

Si€iw  BridgCy  belongs  to  Sir  Thomas  Hare,  of 
Slow  Hall,  and  is  maintained  by  him.  The  tolls 
are  let  together  with  a  farm  belonging  to  Sir  IIhk 
mas,  and  no  separate  rent  paid  for  them.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  they  produce  about  30/.  per  annum. 

Magdalen  Bridge  belongs  to  the  two  parishes 
of  Magdalen  and  Watlington,  and  is  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  four  bridge-reeves,  two  appointed 
by  each  parish.  In  addition  to  the  tolls,  which 
amount  to  about  98/.-  per  annum,  there  are  about 
seven  acres  of  land,  the  rent  of  which  is  also  appli-       •  . 
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cable  to  ihe  romntennnce  of  the  bridge  :  there  U 
'  a  sntall  fand  in  Imnd  amounting  to  about  300/. 
GcrmoHS  Bridge  in  also  Qoder  Ibe  siipenoteiid- 
eocti  of  bridge- reeves,  appointed  by  that  parish,  lo 
uiUlition  lo  tlic  tolls,  of  the  value  of  about  100/.  per 
aDniiin,  there  are  about  thirty  acres  of  land,  Ibe 
rents  of  which  are  applicable  to  the  niaiatcuance  of 
itte  bi-idge.  A  school  la  also  Eupported  out  of  the 
same  funds.  There  is  a  small  stock  in  liand,  not 
amounting  to  1000/. 

The  author  abstains  from  making  any  remarks 
upon  the  state  of  the  banks  on  both  sides  of  the 
River  Ouze,  between  Denver  Sluice  and  the  Eau 
Brink  Cot,  as  the  subject  of  repair  is  now  sub  Ute 
between  the  owners  and  the  £^u  Brink  com> 
missioners.  The  commissioners  of  sewers  exerdse 
a  control  over  these  banks  :  the  state  of  which  is, 
however,  any  thing  but  satisfactory.  Whatever 
may  be  the  rfsiilt  of  tlic  legal  proceedings  now  in 
progress,  it  will  behove  the  corporation  and  the 
£au  Brink  commissioners  not  to  lose  sight  of 
the  power  vested  in  the  former,  by  the  Haling  act, 
App.  p.  712.  passed  30  Geo.  Ill,  c.  83,  of  appointing  three  com- 
missionei-s  for  carrying  that  act  into  execution. 
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Marshland  *. 

The  Hundred  of  Fenbridgeand  Marshland  com- 
prises the  following  parishes : 

1.  Emnetb. 

2.  Walsoken. 

a  West  Walton. 

4.  Walpole,  St.  Peter's. 

5.  Walpole,  St.  Andrew's. 

6.  Torrington,  St.  Clement's. 

7.  Torrington,  St.  Jolm*s. 

8.  Tllney,  All  Saints. 

9.  Tilney,  St.  Lawrence. 

10.  Tilney,  cum  Islington. 

11.  Clench warton. 

12.  Wiggenhall,  St.  Peter's. 

13.  Wiggenhall,  St.  German's. 

14.  Wiggenhall,  St.  Mary  Magdalen. 

15.  WiggenhamSt.  Mary  the  Virgin. 

16.  Old  Lynn,  or  West  Lynn,  St.  Peter's. 

17*  North  Lynn^  or  Lynn  St. 

• 

The  outfall  is  by  the  Marshland  new  sluice  into 
the  Oaze,  a  little  above  the  Eau  Brink  Cut>  and 
by  the  West  Lynn  gool  into  the  channel,  at  Old 
Lynn.  The  drainage  is  under  the  direction  of  the 
Norfolk  commissioners  of  sewers,  who  hold  their 
meeUngs  at  Lynn.  Mr.  Whincop,  of  Lynn,  is  their 
derk.  The  charges  of  drainage  are  levied  by  dil^* 
reeve  and  expenditor  rates,  laid  from  time  to  time 
by  the  court  of  sewers.  They  vary  from  about  G^f. 

*  The  country  of  Marshland  contains  87,000  acres.        K 


.» 


782  STATE  OF  THE  BKDFOBO  LEVEL; 

,  to  1*.  6d.  per  ncre,  per  annum.    There  are  several 

embanked  marsh  lands  in  VValsoken,  West  Walton, 
Walpole,  Torrington,  Tilney,  and  Clenchwartoa, 
■^^  adjoining  the  Wisbech  and  Lynn  channels  and 
bay,  which  have  separate  and  distinct  di-amages, 
partly  into  the  Wisbech  channel,  and  partly  into  ibe 
bay,  between  the  Wisbech  and  Lynn  channels,  and 
partly  into  llie  Lynn  channel,  which  the  author  be- 
lieves are  not  under  the  court  of  sewers,  but  pro- 
vide their  own  drainage. 

There  are  several  mills  on  the  Old  Marshland, 
worked  at  the  expense  of  individuals,  or  the  pro- 
prietors of  certain  districts,  without  any  general 
system  of  mill-drainage. 

The  great  leading  drain  into  which  most  of  the 
waters  run,  is  the  Marshland  great  sewer,  or  Chan- 
cellor's lode,  lying  south  of  the  Old  Marshland, 
which  conveys  the  waters  into  the  New  Marshland 
drain  and  sluice,  to  the  OuzA  The  other  chief 
leading  drain  is  that  which  conveys  the  waters  to 
the  West  Lynn  Gool,  and  by  that  into  the  Lynn 
channel. 

A  road  and  bridge  are  now  formed  to  connect 
Marshland  with  the  Lincolnshire  coast.  This  road 
communicates  by  the  bndge  across  the  Wisbech 
channel,  at  Sutton  Wash,  and  by  the  embankment 
across  the  present  Outmarsh  of  Walpole,  with  the 
road  leading  from  Walpole  and  Cross  Keys  to 
Lynn.  This  embankment  will  produce  an  imin& 
diate  inclosureof  a  considerable  tract  of  land  in  the 
Outmarsh  of  Walpole.  The  embankment  and  in- 
closure  of  the  remainder  of  Walpole  Outiuarsh,  aad 
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a  large  part  of  the  Torrington  Outmarsh,  may  be 
expected  in  a  few  years  by  the  retiring  of  the  sea, 
and  a  fuilher  accumulation  of  soil  in  the  bay. 
These  lands  will  be  then  liable  to  taxation,  under 
theNene  outfall  act.  The  lurge  tmct  of  land,  late 
part  of  the  Old  Lynn  channel,  lying  between  the 
Old  Marsh  lands  and  the  New  Ban  Brink  Cut, 
now  the  property  of  theEau  Brink  commissioners, 
may  be  considered  as  part  of  Marshland.  This 
ti*act  contains  about  786  acres. 

There  is  a  district  called  Oldfield  in  Elm,  in  the 
Isle  of  Ely,  which  drains  through  Marshland,  by  the 
Marshland  great  sewer,  and  is  under  the  charge  of 
the  Lynn  court  of  sewers. 

There  is  no  debt  on  the  country  of  Marshland, 
for  the  purposes  of  drainage,  except  under  theEau 
Brink  drainage  acts,  to  which  Marshland  is  subject, 
paying,  however,  only  a  moiety  of  the  present  tax ; 
although  the  erection  of  a  free  bridge  over  the  cut 
near  Lynn  has  been  productive  of  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage to  the  pei*sons  owning  estates  in  Marsh* 
land.  The  lands  in  Wiggenhall  are  subject  to 
taxes  for  interior  works,  under  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment. 

Marshland  Smeath  and  Fen. 

This  tract  of  land  was  inclosed  under  an  act  of 
the  3rd  Geo.  Ill,  and  allotted  in  severalty  to  the 
lords  of  manors  and  ownera  of  common  rights,  in 
the  seven  townships,  or  eleven  first  mentioned  pa- 
risheSy  in  Marshland,  who  had  previously  rights  of 
soU  and  common  thereon.     It  was  also  drained 
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f  tinder  tlie  same  act.     Frevioasly  to  the  drainage, 

the  Fen  was  one  waste  of  water.  Under  the  Drain- 
age and  Iiiclosure  act,  power  was  given  to  tlic 
drainage  cotnuiissioners  to  include  iu  the  drainage 
certain  lands  adjoining,  called  Wellmoor  in  Out- 
well,  atiil  Broad  and  Short  Fens  in  Wiggenliall. 

The  quantities  are 


Smcatli 

. 

1372 

0  2-2 

Fi'ii 

. 

47fi9 

1   1- 

Wulliiioor    - 

. 

33fi 

3    8 

Droad  Fi-n 

- 

458 

0  20 

SIjuiI  Fell 

Acres 

M? 

0     7 

7263 

1  34 

The  drainage  is  hy  two  Tlmi  mills,  standing  at  the 
north  extremity  of  Mnrshland  Fen,  wliich  throw 
their  waters  into  the  Smeatli  and  fen  drain,  and 
thence  by  two  sea  mills  adjoining  the  turnpike 
road  leading  to  Lyon,  between  Lord's  bridge  and 
Thornton's  bridge,  and  thence  into  and  by  the  New 
Mai-shland  drain  and  sinice,  into  the  Ouze,  above 
the  Eau  Brink  Cut;  by  which  works  these  lands 
have  been  greatly  benefited. 

The  lands  in  tlie  Smeath  and  Fen  were  allotted 
to  the  lords  of  manors,  and  to  the  owners  of  525 
common  rights ;  and  the  drainage  taxation  is  not  by 
the  acre,  but  by  the  common  right. 

The  yearly  tax  is  generally  30*.  for  each  com- 
mon right,  and  one  20th  part  of  the  whole  amouol 
of  the  common  right  tax  on  the  whole  lands  of  tbe 
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lords  of  manors  (one  twentieth  part  of  the  Smeath ' 
and  Fen  having  been  allotted  to  the  lords).  It  has 
often  been  3/.  per  common  right;  but  since  the 
opening  of  the  £au  Brink  cut,  has  seldom  exceeded 
30s.  The  lands  in  Wellnioor  and  Broad  and  Short 
Fens  are  taxed  by  the  acre,  in  proportion  to  the  tax 
on  the  Smeath  and  Fen  common  rights.  When 
the  common  rights  are  taxed  at  30a*.  each,  this  tax 
is  at  a  certain  defined  sum  per  acre.  There  is  no 
debt  on  the  taxes  of  this  district.  Tlie  manage- 
ment of  the  drainage  is  under  commissioners  autho- 
rized by  the  slcU 

Bardolph  Fen. 

This  district  comprises  lands  in  the  paiishes  of  fiwJoip^Feiu 
Outwell,  Stow,  Bardolph,  Wimbotsham,and  Down- 
ham,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  lying  between  the 
Well  Creek  and  the  Tongs  river,  and  is  drained 
vnder  an  act  of  the  38  Geo.  III. ;  Great  and  Little 
Sandy  Fields,  in  Out  well  drain,  with  Baitlolpli  Fen. 

The  quantities  are — 

A*  ft.   p. 

Bardolph  Fen      -        -        4663  0  33 

Great  Sandy  Field        -  319  0    3 

Little  Sandy  Field        -  253  2    4 

Acres    5235    3    0 
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The  drainage  is  by  two  principal  mills,  standing 
at  the  extremity  of  the  fen  next  the  Ouze,  into 
which  the  waters  are  thrown,  between  Downham 
and  Stow  Bridge*    The  taxation  is  3^.  6d.  per  acre 
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under  tlie  act.  There  is  a  debt  secured  by  the  an- 
nuiil  laxeg;aiid  aonuities  for  lives  bave  bcpo  granlei) 
to  Ji  large  amount,  also  charged  od  the  taxes  raised 
uadcr  the  aiilhority  of  the  act.  Bardolph  Fen  is 
divided  from  Mar»lilaiid  Fen  by  the  Ok)  Podike. 
Tlie  management  of  the  draitiago  is  under  Cocri' 
missicmei'S  authorized  by  the  act. 

Doivnham  Fen. 

a.  Comprises  the  district  between  tlie  Tongs  drain 
and  theOuze,  and  is  drained  under  the  authority  of 
an  act  passed  in  180*2.  The  district  contains  abonl 
I60U  acres  -,  and  the  tax  is  about  3«.  6d.  per  acre. 
There  are  two  mills  erected  upon  the  banks  of  Well 
Creek,  for  discharging  tlie  wiiters  of  this  district 
through  Salter's  Lode  sluice  into  the  Ouzc;  al- 
though  the  act  does  not  authorize  any  sucb  right 
of  drainage,  nor  do  the  lands  contribute  lo  llw 
repair  and  annual  expenses  of  preserving*  Salter's 
Lode  shiice,  or  the  Well  Creek  river.  It  is  said, 
both  I  hh  tract  of  land  and  Bardolph  Feu  might  be 
much  improved  by  what  is  called  "warping;" 
that  is,  admitting  the  tides,  upon  the  reflux  of 
which  there  remains  a  deposit  of  silt  and  sullage, 
which  ultimately  improves  and  enriches  the  origi- 
nal soil. 

South  Holland. 
uri.  This  district  comprises  a  small  part  of  the  lands 
in  Tidd  St.  Mary,  Sutton  St.  James,  and  Sutton 
St.  Eduiuiuls,  in  South  Holland ;  and  contains 
about  5,7ftO  acres,  lying  aorlh  of  Shire  Driuo  ;  and 
discharges  its  waters  iuto  Shire  DruiD,  aud  thence 
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ruDS  to  its  outfall  at  sea.  The  remainder  drain  by 
the  South  Holland  drains,  and  discharge  their 
waters  through  South  tloUand  sluice  into  the 
Wisbech  channel,  a  little  below  Gunthorpe  sluice. 
Tlie  lands  more  northward  discharge  their  waters 
into  the  Spalding  river,  called  the  Wetland,  and 
tlience  into  the  bay  at  Fosdike  Wash. 

The  lands  in  this  part  of  South  Holland  contain 
about  34,000  acres.  These  lands  are  under  the 
regulation  of  a  commission  of  sewei*s,  which  sits 
and  acts  at  Spalding ;  Mr.  Carter  of  that  place, 
being  the  clerk. 

fVishech  Hundred. 

The  lands  in  Wisbech^  north  side,  sometimes  wubccfa  Hm* 
called  Wisbech  Hundred,  including  Tidd  St.  Giles, 
Newton,  Leverington,  and  Parson  Drove,  contain 
about  17,700  acres,  and  are   managed  under  a 
commission  of  sewers.     Hugh  Jackson,  Esq.,  of 
Wisbech,  being  the  clerk. 

The  lands  called  South  Holland  and  Wisbech 
Hundred,  and  also  the  Noith  Level,  Portsand, 
and  Waldersey,  (the  latter  containing  about  8,001) 
acres,)  contribute  certain  proportions  towards  the 
expense  of  carrying  into  execution  the  act  for  the 
improvment  of  the  Nene  outfall.  Ceitain  sums  are 
also  provided  by  the  trustees  of  the  Nene  bridge  at 
Sutton  Wash,  and  the  navigators  of  the  port  of 
Wisbech.  The  remainder  of  the  funds  that  may 
be  required  for  this  extensive  and  important  work, 
is  to  be  furnished  by  the  value  of  the  marsh  land 
expected  to  lie  recovered  and  improved  by  the 
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moosare.  In  the  event  of  uiiy  uUiiriute  deficiency 
in  the  general  fnod,  tlie  commissioners  of  Ifae 
North  Level  have  undertaken  lo  make  up  such 
deficiency ;  an  undertaking,  which  the  author  of 
this  work  has  always  considered  to  indicate  great 
courage  on  the  part  of  those  commissioners. 

It  may  not  be  uuenterlaioing  to  state,  that  maay 
parts  of  these  Fens,  prior  to  their  improved  drain- 
age, abounded  \vitli  a  remarkable  species  of  reed, 
which  appeared  a',  a  distance,  in  summer,  like  ex- 
tensive fields  of  corn.  In  autumn,  and  at  the  ap- 
proach of  winter,  these  reeds  are  resorted  lo  by 
innumerable  flocks  of  birds  called  Starlings,  which 
subsist  upon  the  seeds  of  the  plants,  and  lodge 
or  roost  among  their  branches,  from  whence,  wbeo 
scared,  they  sometimes  ascend  in  such  vast  aam- 
bers  as  to  appear  in  the  sky  like  a  thick  cloud. 
The  Fen-fowlers,  in  boats,  take  these  birds  by 
surprize,  when  numerously  collected  among  tl« 
reeds  ;  and  with  long  guns  make  prodigious  havoc 
among  them.  Myriads  are  so  destroyed,  and  af- 
ford a  considerable  article  of  food  in  the  latter 
months  of  the  year. 

The  reeds  to  which  these  birds  resort,  and  from 
the  seeds  of  which  they  (or  many  months  derive  a 
great  part  of  their  sustenance,  are  no  less  remark- 
able in  another  respect;  great  quantities  are  cut 
down  and  reaped  like  corn  in  the  latter  part  of 
summer,  and  being  afterwards  carefully  dried  and 
dressed,  are  tied  up  in  bundles  or  sheaves,  made 
into  stacks  or  ricks,  and  are  sold  for  coverings  of 
bouses;  they  make  the  best  thatch,  perhaps,  ia 
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the  world.  Great  numbers  of  bouses  and  barns, 
and  some  churches  even,  are  covered  with  this 
thatch,  about  the  Fens  and  marsh  land,  and  the 
adjoining  parts  of  Norfolk.  Being  thickly  laid  on, 
it  constitutes  a  very  durable  as  well  as  neat  cover- 
ing; and  is  said,  with  a  little  shaving  and  trim- 
ikiing,  to  last  sometimes  thirty  or  forty  years.  Of 
thatch  coverings  in  general,  and  of  these  reeds  in 
particular,  it  has  been  observed,  that  they  make 
the  coolest  houses  in  summer,  and  the  warmest  in 
winter ;  being  less  pervious  to  heat  and  cold  than 
any  other  material  used  for  the  same  purpose. 

Some  parts  of  the  Fens,  especially  on  the  Lincoln-  Gceie. 
shire  side,  have  been  long  celebrated  for  breeding 
large  flocks  of  tame  geese,  of  which  considerable 
numbers  are  usually  sent  alive  to  the  London  mar- 
kets. The  owners  of  these  geese  have  a  remarkable 
and  cruel  custom  of  stripping  the  wretched  birds 
of  their  quills  and  feathers  repeatedly  every  year*; 
and  thus  render  each  of  them  conformable  toPlato*s 
memorable  de6nition  of  man,  ^*  a  two-legged  un- 
feathered  aniniml/*  The  practice,  however,  has 
been  by  many  considered  barbarous  and  inhuman^ 
88  it  must  put  the  miserable  creatures  to  the  most 
excruciating  torture  ^ ;   but  as  it  is  a  source  of 

*  The  small  feathers  are  plucked  five  times  a  year,  (about 
Lady-day,  Midsummer,  Lammas,  Michaelmas,  and  Martin- 
oim)}  and  the  larger  feathers  and  quilb,  twice.  Goslings  evea 
•re  Dol  spared  \  for  it  is  thought  that  early  plucking  tends  to 
improve  their  succeeding  feathers.  Some  proprietors  are  said 
to  have  had  a  stock  of  a  thousand,  and  even  fifteen  hundred  or 
more  geese,  besides  the  young  ones. 

t  It  has  been  said,  that  mere  plucking  hurts  the  fowls  but 
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cmuluinent  to  ttie  owners,  by  vieUlin^  to  theia  a 
far  gfeater  quantity  of  fealliei-s  than  coulJ  other* 
wise  be  produced,  lliti-e  is  no  great  prospect  of  a 
|>raclice  so  unfeeling  being  eviT  discontinued. 

The  improved  state  of  dmiuage  tliroitgbout  the 
Fens,  has  greatly  reduced  the  breed  of  geese. 
iL.  Turf  or  peat  dug  from  the  upper  soil  constitotes 
the  chief  fuel  throughoul  the  Fens,  although  ano- 
ther odd  cusloui  prevails  in  some  parts,  which  is 
that  of  prepuring  co\r*dung,  and  coavcrting  it  into 
fuel,  by  forniing  the  mutter  in  a  tret  state  into  the 
Kl)U{)e  of  turf,  and  af^ernnrds  drying  it  in  the  sun. 
It  yields  a  Strang  disagreeable  smell  in  bnrningi 
and  moreover  deprives  the  farmer  of  a  very  large 
quantity  of  useful  manure. 

Details  of  Deeping  Fen,  Ltndsey  Level,  and 
East  and  West  Wildtnoor  Fens,  in  the  county  o( 
Lincoln,  have  not  been  furnished,  having  little  or 
no  connection  wiih  the  Bedford  Level:  indeed 
the  history  of  their  i-especlive  drainages,  would  of 
tbemsclves  furnish  ample  materials  for  a  separate 
volume. 

And  here  the  author  concludes  his  labours.  He 
has  endeavoured  to  be  a  faithful  and  an  accurate 
historian  and  cuinpiler.  It  cannot  be  denied, 
that  much  of  the  matter  comprised  in  the  fore- 


little;  as  the  owncts  are  careful  not  to  pull  until  the  feathers  are 
rijie,  tlial  is,  uulil  lliey  are  just  reaily  tu  fall  j  because,  if  furced 
from  Ihe  akin  before  that  time,  (which  would  be  iliscovercil  by 
the  appearance  of  blooH  at  ihe  routs,)  they  are  of  very  inferiot 
value.  Those  pluckiO  after  the  geese  are  ilcad,  are  also  said 
10  be  of  un  imlifferent  quality. 
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going  sheets  may  be  already  known  to  the  practi- 
cal and  experienced  Fen-man,  but  to  the  uniniti- 
ated the  work  may  perhaps  hereafter  afford  some 
useful  information.  Of  the  necessity  and  utility 
of  such  a  production,  the  writer  has  received  con- 
viocirig  testimony.  A  gentleman  of  influence  and 
extensive  property  in  the  Fens  has  recently  re- 
signed the  honorable  and  important  situation  of 
one  of  the  conservators  of  the  corporation,  alleg- 
ing as  a  cause  his  thorough  conviction  that  it 
would  require  the  devotion  of  a  whole  life  to  qua- 
lify himself  to  act  conscientiously  in  that  capacity. 
If,  by  the  publication  of  this  work,  the  author  has 
contributed  in  any  degree  to  obviate  this  difficulty 
he  trusts  his  name  will  not  descend  to  posterity 
quite  unhonorcd  and  forgotten. 


THB    END. 
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Adjudication  (coniinutd), 

|)etiticns  to  comtnissioners  of,  24B,  279. 
second  and  last  adjudication^   and  proceedings   relative 
thereto,  260,  276. 

Adventurbbs, 

distinguished  from  the  '*  Participants/*  and  ^'  The  Com* 
pany/*  160. 

Advbntubbrs*  Lands, 

meaning  of  the  term,  118. 

distinguished  fix>m  "  free  lands,*'  401. 

particulars  of  the  05,000  acres,  612. 

in  the  different  Levels,  6 IS. 

in  the  different  counties,  and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  ibid. 

particulars  of  the  12,000  acres  allotted  to  the  King,  014. 

particulars  of  the  2000  acres  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Port- 
land, 615. 

particulars  of,  with  the  quantity  charged  with  each  sort  or 
degree  under  the  tax  act,  624. 

with  particulars  of  the  quantity  lying  in  the  different 
vels,  charged  at  each  sort,  625. 

iEcAB  OB  Hyobe,  22. 

Alfbbd  the  Great, 

state  of  the  Great  Level  under,  63. 

Ancient  Bbitonb, 

state  of  the  Great  Level  under  the,  55. 

Animal  Substances, 

found  in  the  moor  beds,  419. 

Annual  Income  (or  cobpobation), 

summary  of,  under  various  heads,  635» 

Annual  Meetings. — See  Meetings, 

Annual  Taxes. — See  Taxes. 

Appeal, 

commissioners  of,  212. 

Appeal  (coubt  or), 
powers  of,  396. 
defunct,  397. 
conduct  of  William  Earl  of  Bedforvl,  397. 

Apbil  Meeting. — See  Meetings. 
Abistotle. 

his  theory  of  the  tides,  46. 
Abbeab  Roll,  561,  56 1; 

mode  of  sale  under,  622. 

variation  of  quantity  on,  623. 
See  also  Tares, 

ASBLEY*8  CONTBACT,    32. 


■  Sluicr, 
It  of,  710. 
AuEUBLiEB. — Sec  Mcgting$, 
Audi 

elecleil  nnnunUy,  6<I1. 
duties,  ibiil. 
OAtIt  uf  office,  Otto. 
salary,  567. 

ftlwnitions  rdnlivelo  ihc  ollice.  iliid. 
list  of  pemiii!)  who  have  tillcU  tliu  olfice,  from  1GG3  (o  t 
present  iteriod,  (rOl. 


Badbsi.idr, 

0|}ini0Q  uf,  304. 
Dai  birr,  300. 
Dank BUS, 

of  ihe  corporation,  601. 
BiNKs.— See  alao  Eeerwtehments. — Tol/i. 

of  east  ilivision  of  Middle  Level.  Oa«. 

uf  north  division  of  Middle  Lvvel.  U0(. 

of  soutit  diviaiou  of  Miildlu  Level,  007. 

of  North  Level,  007. 

uf  South  Level,  721], 
BANKa,  Sir  Edwaiid, 

hi<.^'ril|lllicuI  iKit'Ci-  <^f,  773. 

birfli,  ibiil. 

contracts  and  works,   iliiil. 

mnrriiigc,  770. 

kniglned,  777. 
Bari'olpii  Fen, 

boundury,  7B3. 


ibid. 


Uarcain  and  Salk, 

of  lands  itiider  corporate  seiil,  (|)ut  up  .is  forfeited  Innds), 
resorted  to  to  confer  a  good  title,  G'iA. 

Barnard,  Sir  John,  Bart., 

biogrn|)bi('id  notice  of,   4S6,  n, 
Barrikr  Hankh,  (IJ7,  039. 
BAnniKR  Bank  Acts, 

of  cast  division  of  Middle  Level,  723. 

UKALliS,  SaMLKL  I'lCKKHINGj  Esu.,   'ilO,  It. 
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Bedpobp, 

John,  first  Earl  of,  his  appointments,  8*2. 

Bepfokd,  Francis  £abl  of, 

his  ex|i€uses  in  drainage,  97. 

the  friend  and  protector  of  the  fen  country,  103. 

application  of  fen -men  to,  lOG.  •'.^ 

his  noble  character,  ibid. 

the  contract  with  him :  the  Lynn  Law^  107. 

his  participants.  111. 

indenturcof  fourteen  parts,  ibid.  * 

works  of,  112. 

Sl  Ives  law,  118. 

engagement  of  Vermuyden,  120. 

complaints  to  the  king  in  council,  ISO. 

King  Charles's  harsh  conduct^  123. 

Pym  and  Saint  John,  ibid. 

reversal  of  Saint  Ives  law,  127. 

conduct  of  the  earl,  128. 

distresses  occasioned  by  these  reverses,  130. 

his  death,  131,  333. 

summary  of  his  character^  ibid. 

marriage  of  William,  his  eldest  son^  132. 

Bedford,  William,  Earl,  and  aftbrwards  first  Dokk, 
retirement  into  private  life,  144. 
his  marriage  with  Ann^  -  daughter  of  Earl  and  Countess  of 

Somerset,  132. 
character  of,  and  conduct  with  regard  to  the  Great  Level, 

139,  147. 
desertion  to  the  king's  party^  141. 
king's  conduct,  143. 
desertion  of  the  king's  party,  144. 
assisted  by  St.  John,  212. 
first  adjudication,  223. 
second  and   last  adjudication;  and  proceedings  relative 

thereto,  250,  270. 
conduct  of,  under  the  protectorate.  281. 
embarrassing  situation  of  Earl,  on  death  of  Cromwell,  32^ 
deserted  by  St.  John,  327. 

accession  of  Lord  Gorges  to  interests  of  the  company,  ibid, 
return  of,  to  parliament,  329. 
disturbances  in  the  Great  Level,  331,  832. 
conduct  of  the  Karl,  335.  ^ 

first  temporary  act»  337. 
petition  of  Earl,  and  order  thereon,  341. 
second  temporary  act,  3t3. 
continued  disturbnnces,  and  proclamation,  815. 
state  of  parties  in  the  Great  Level,  851. 
conduct  of  the  Earl,  3U0,  386. 
general  drainage  act  passed,  888l 
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Bbdford,  William,  first  Ddkb  of — (continued'). 
estnbtisliinent  of  Bcilford  Level  corporation,  38!f. 
conlimied  exertions,  3U9, 
conduct  respecting  court  of  nppeal ,  387. 
created  ATari|iiejs  ofTimGtock,  and  Duke  of  Bedftml,  4UR. 
death  and  chamcler,  409, 
barial  and  aermon,  409. 
governor  of  tlie  corporation  for  H7  years,  45B,  ». 

BeBFOHO,  WmOTOESLET,   SKCOND   DuKE  OP, 

bingra]>hir:it  notice  of,  472,  n. 

governor  of  the  cor|X)ration  II  yenrs,  ibid. 
Bbbfoho,  Whiothksley.  THino  DiJKB  or, 

biographical  notice  of,  47->,  ri. 

his  generosity  lo  the  Level,  Ibid. 
Bedford,  John,  BionTD  EtRL  and  fourth  Dukb, 

biographical  notice  of,  49'i,  n. 

governor  of  the  corporation  nearly  30  year*.  491,  it. 
BsnroRD,  Fhascis,  fffto  Dpkk, 

biographical  notice  of,  60S,  n. 
bxdford,  tbp.  pbesgmt  dvkk  of,  608,  ». 
Bedford  Levcc., 

extent  of,  and  boundaries,  1,  2,  4S'3. 
particulars  of  feu-lnnds  in  and  near,  '~ 
provisions  as  tu  sewers  works  in,  AIM 
the  charter,  685. 
St.  Ives  law,  ibid, 
the  pretended  act,  5!IG. 
general  (Iminiige  act,  687. 
divided  into  three  levels,  C80. 
Bedford  Lkvpl  Corporation. — rSee  alto  ParlLcular  Tattles, a 

TuUe  of  ConUnU. 
limit  ofjurisdiction,  :]4  n. 
charter  of  incorporation,  114. 
its  dissolution,  ibid. 
Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  the  founder  of  the  corporatio 

133. 
establishment  of  the  Bedford  Level  corporation,  388. 
attempts  to  abridge  power  of  commoually  of,  3lM>. 
constitution  of,  46'i,  454. 
governors  of.— See  Betiford. 
members  of  the  board  from  10G3  to  1829,  4-]C. 
power  to  hold  and  purchase  lands,  620, 
corporateas^cniblies,  527. 
proceedings  at,  528. 
power  to  make  bye-laws,  532. 
powers  as  commissioners  of  se-.vcrs.  533. 
visitorial  jurisdiction,  634,  53'>,  637, 
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Bbdpord  Levrl  Corporation — (continued), 

power  of  court  of  King's  Bench  over>  637. 

bv  mandamus,  ibid, 
oflicers  of,  &c. — see  Table  of  Conienti,  Ch.  xvii. 
power  of,  to  restrain  digging  turf,  010. 
debt  of,  015.     ^ee  Debt. 
reveuues  of,  6*20. 
expenditure  of,  03(1. — And  sec  Revenues, 

Bedford  River^  112. 

Bbntincke^  Lord  William,  081. 

Bbnwick  Mbbr>  448. 

Beville's  Leau,  113. 

Bills  in  Parliaubnt.     See  Parliament, 

Biographical  Notices. 

See  the  respectiTe  names  of  the  persons^  and  see  also  title 
Names,  in  this  index. 

Board, 

name  of,  when  assumed,  308. 

difficulties  of  the,  424. 

constituent  parts  of  the,  455. 

list  of  members  of,  from  1003  to  1820,  450. 

bill  to  have  elections  of,  in  the  country,  thrown  out,  484. 

disturbance  at  election,  480. 

business  finished  without  an  adjournment,  first  time  since 

15Car.  II,  508,  n. 
election  of  the,  518. 

opinion  of  Sir  J.  Scarlett  respecting,  520. 

case  as  to  voters  at,  521. 

opinion  of  T.  Denman,  Esq  ,  524. 
assemblies  for,  for  proceeding  to  business,  525.  527-8. 
powers  of,  527. 

directs  sales  of  land  forfeited  for  non-payment  of  taxes,531. 
power  of  making  bye-laws,  532. 
select  body  of  corporation  appointed  commissioners  of 

sewers,  588. 
cannot  sit  and  act  out  of  the  Great  Level,  580. 
sworn  in  that  capacity,  502. 

Bonds 

of  corporation  assimilated  to  those  of  East  India  Company, 
010. 

cannot  exceed  in  amount  100/.  each,  0>3. 

are  assignable,  050. 
eligible  mode  of  investing  money,  051. 

Bond  Act, 
first,  050. 
second,  051. 

Bottisham  Lode,  23. 
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of  North  Level,  001. 
of  South  Lerel,  7CT. 
of  Sooth  Holkuid,  780. 
of  Wiftbeeh  huodredj  7rf7. 

Brahdou,  or  Lmskb  Rivbb,  0. 
ootfidls  to  sea,  38. 

Bbick  Mbeb,  450. 

Bbidobs. 

Crowland,  or  Croyland,  11. 

Wandflford  bridge,  anecdote  respecting,  10. 

Wisbech,  21. 

over  West  River,  27. 

Bbidoks, — See  also  7b//#. 

of  the  South  Level,  207,  729. 

public,  of  North  Level,  071. 

private,  of  North  Level,  072. 

of  north  division  of  Middle  Level,  005. 

of  south  division  of  Middle  Level,  097. 

of  east  division  of  Middle  Level,  1)99. 

suspension  bridge  over  Hundred  Feet  River,  750. 

over  Thames,  builders  of,  771,  n,  774,  776,  777. 

over  the  Ouze, — See  Ouz€. 

Broad  Fbn, 
tax,  785. 

Bulwarks, 

at  Earith,  69. 

Br  B- Laws, 

power  of  board  or  corporation  to  irtake,  582. 
respecting  registration  of  deeds,  000. 
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Cam  Ritbr  (continued). 
navigation  of,  24. 
acts  of  parliament  relating  to«  ibid, 
cast  iron  bridge,  25. 
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engagement  of  Vermuyden,  120. 

complaints  to  the  king  in  council,  and  proceeding^  Ikere- 

on,  120,121. 
harsh  conduct  to  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford^  123. 
renewal  of  Saint  Ives  law,  127. 
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xuu-1  oi  Dcuiuro  s  peuiioa,  bhq  ora«r  uiereoa,  d4i* 
•econd  temporary  act,  343. 

continued  distorlNUices,  and  king's  proclamation^  34& 
commission  of  sewers,  349. 
state  of  parties  in  the  Great  Level,  85 1. 
parliamentary  proceedings,  351. 
general  drainage  act  passed,  388. 
establishment  of  the  Bedford  Level  corporation,  ibid, 
r    fittempts  to  abridge  power  of  commonalty  of  corpora- 
tion, 390. — See  also  Table  of  ConUnU. 

granted  by  Car.  L,  if  now  valid  \  454. 

of  the  corporation,  powers  conferred  by,  585^ 

Chatbr  Rivrr, 
its  source,  12* 

CflURCV, 

power  and  possessions  of,  74. 
care  of  drainage,  75. 

GliATINO, 

the  land,  signification  of,  442* 
cost  of,  ibid. 

Corporation, 

distinction  between  corporations  by  statute  and  by  char* 
tcr,  453. 

Corporation  of  the  ^bdford  Lrvel^ 
See  Bedfurd  Level  Corporation. 

Corporation  Debt. — See  Debt 

Ccri^ration  op  Godmancbbstbb. — See  O&dnHmcheeief* 

Corporation  of  Thbtford. — See  Thetford. 

Corporatb  Documents. 
custody  of,  536. 
interest  of  corpomtion  in.  ibid. 
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COUMONALTY, 

of  corporation,  attempt  to  abridge  power  of^  080. 

Common  Rscovery. — See  Recovery* 

Commonwealth, 

state  of  the  Great  Level  under,  146. 

the  pretended  act,  prelimioary  and  Bubsequent  proceed* 

ings,  148.  155.  158. 
progress  of  the  works,  157. 
the  company,  160. 

transactions  with  Verroayden,  162.  172.  181. 
distresses  of  the  company,  173. 
progress  of  the  works,  213. 
first  adjudication,  22*3. 
employment  of  Scotch  prisoners,  and  proceedings  relative 

thereto,  228. 
state  of  the  South  Level  under  the,  246. 
employment  of  Dutch  prisoners,  250. 
second  and  last   adjudication,  and    proceedings  relative 

thereto,  250.  276.~See  also  Table  ofContenU. 

Company,  the, 

distinguished  from  the  *'  iiarticipants**,  and   '' advent ur« 
ers,"  160. 

adoption  of  laws,  &c.,  of  Romney  Marsh  by,  303. 
See  further,  Ramnty  Marsh, 

Conquest; 

state  of  the  Fens  at  the,  64. 

CoNQUBST  Lode,  108. 

Conservator, 

resignation  of  office  of,  in  consequence  of  difficulty  of  du- 
ties, 791. 

CoRR,  OR  Carr  Dyke,  60. 

Cottages, 

permission  to  build,  not  granted  as  a  matter  of  course^  634» 
under  care  of  superintendents,  635. 
source  of  revenue,  ibid. 

Court  op  Appeal. — See  Appeal, 

Court  op  Kino*s  Bench. — See  King*i  Bench, 

Courts  of  Sewers. — See  Sewers. 

COW-DUNO, 

used  for  fuel,  700. 

Coy  Wood,  446. 

Cradob, 

signification  of  term,  638^  n. 

Croiwell, 

his  appearance  in  public  life,  136,  ^.^ 
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£lisabbtb«  Qurbn» 

Btate  oi  the  Great  Le^el  under,  78. 

For  general  summary,  see  alM>  Tabie  of  ConUuU,  Ch.  V* 

Ely, 

great  bridge  at,  repaired  by  dean  and  chapter,  790,  i 
751,  Ji.— See  also  i$ie  of  Ely. 

Encroachmbnts, 

on  the  banks  to  be  reported  by  the  superintendent,  575. 
sums  jMiid  to  corporation  in  acknowledgment  of,  63&. 

Enginbbrs, 

anecdote  respecting,  293. 

John  Dyson  appointed  in  1824,  673» 

duties  of,  673. 

salary,  ibid. 

assistants,  ibid. 

residence,  ibid.  ^ 

all  the  cor|)oration  works  under  his  control,  ibid. 

sluice-keepers  and  labourers  subject  to,  677. 

Enrollubnt,  statute  of. — See  Registration  of  Deedi* 

EVIDBNCB, 

what  corporate  documents  are,  535. 

entry  in  register's  book  evidence,  if  original  deed  lost,  647 

whether  books  of  entries  are,  where  deed  lost^  GOOl 

ExPBNoiTOR  Gbnbral. — Scc  RecewtT. 

EXPBNDITURB  OF  THB  CORPORATION, 

considered  at  the  April  meeting,  636. 

extra  expenditure,  610. 

general  statement  of  expenditure  for  year  1828,  041, 

Extra  Expenoiturb  ok  thb  Corporation,  640. 

F. 
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Fen  Offics, 

in  the  luncr  Temple,  first  meeting  at  the,  321. 

destroyed  by  the  fire  of  London,  057. 

where  formerly  held.  058. 

where  now  held,  ibid. 

most  ancient  register  office  in  the  kingdom,  050. 

object  of,  ibid. 

all  records  kept  there,  055.  050. 

where  meetings  originally  held,  055. 

chambers.  No.  3,  Tanfield  Court,  Inner  Temple,  hired  fofj^ 

008. 
now  situated  No.  0,  SeijeanU*  Inn,  Fleet  Street,  ibid. 

Fens, 

phenomena  of,  417. 

Fbbribs, 

of  the  North  Level,  071 . 

FlBNNRS,  THE  HoNOBABLE  WiLLIAM  TnOMAS  TwiSRLTON, 

one  of  the  conservators,  802,  n. 

FiEB  OF  London^ 

destroyed  records  of  corporation,  057. 

except  tome  papers  relating  to  Lynn  law,  ibid.  * 

Fib  Apflbs, 

found  in  the  soil  of  the  Fens,  410. 

Fibs, 

found  in  the  soil  of  the  Fens,  418.  421. 

F18BBBIX8, 

of  the  Welland,  15. 

right  of,  in  Whittlesey  Meer,  450. 

source  of  revenue,  034. 

FiTZWILLIAM,  EaBL  OF,  504,  11. 

Flandbbs, 

state  of,  with  regard  to  drainage,  08. 

navigation,  ibid. 

distinguished  from  Holland,  00. 

Great  Level,  100. 

Folly  Rivbb,  008. 

FoBFEiTUBE. — Scc  Toxet. 

Fobty-fbbt  Dbain,  108. 

Fbbb  Lands, 

distinguished  from  ''  Adventurers*  lands,**  401. 

Fbencd  Nabibs, 

origin  of  the,  in  the  Fens,  04, 

Fuel, 

|)eat  used  for,  700. 
turf,  ibid, 
cow-dung,  ibid. 


Gaulko, 

his  thear)'  of  ilic  tiiics,  40. 
Gkssb, 

cruel  practice  of  (jluckin^  alive.  'JW. 

breed  of,  reilufcil  by  ilramage,  7»(1. 
OiMEiiAi.  DnAiXAOi;, 

hostility  of  fen-nien  to,  lOo. 
Genrral  Drainaqb  Act,  fll. 

pnsscil,  3ll>l. 

first  meeting  unilcr,  300. 

provisions  of,  607. 

R  Cu\uaK. — See  Inrloture. 
GXNXR&L  SURTEY  OP  FsN  Lands,  117. 
Gkruan'r  ItRinoE, 

lulls,  780. 
Glbn,  OB  G1.BAN  RivKX,  0. 

outfulh  to  WA,  0. 

its  source  and  navigation,  7. 

its  connection  with  Bedford  Level  drain uge,  t), 

acts  of  parliament  nlTectin^,  U. 

GoDMANCnSHTER, 

corporation,  nntiijuity  oF,  SI. 
s  uf,  ibid. 

town  [if,  ibid. 
GoBOEs,  Lord, 

neccssion  of,  to  interest*  of  the  company,  :-27. 

biographical  notice  of  Richard,  Lord,  471,  n. 
Grant,  River,  0. 

outfalls  to  sea,  0. 

GRAN'TAniVRR,2-2. 

Great  Level, 
extent  of,  1 . 
original  stnte  of,  S4, 
fltate  of,  under  the  anrient  Itrituns  or  Gyrvii,  oo. 

Romans,  .^7. 

—        Saxons,  62, 

. Alfred  the  Great,  03. 

at  the  conquest,  04. 

under  William  the  Conqueror,  05. 

Henry  I,  ibid. 

-  Stephen 


John  of  Gaiiat's  design,  G'J. 

State  Of,  under  Henry  XV.  V.  VI.  and  VII.,  71 .  73. 
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Grbat  Level — (continued) . 

state  of,  under  Henry  VI II,  74. 
effect  of  the  reformation  on  the,  76. 
state  of,  under  £dward  VI,  77. 

Queen  Mary,  ibid. 

Elizabeth,  78. 

commissions  of  sewers,  BO. 
meeting  of  commissioners,  83. 
general  drainage  act,  84. 
her  death,  85. 
state  of,  under  James  1,  86. 
))ossessions  of  the  crown  in,  ibid, 
distinguished  firoro  Holland  and  Flanders,  100« 
dislike  of  the  people  to  drainage,  lOl. 
under  Charles  I.     See  Charles  I. 
under  the  Common  wealth,  146. 
division  of,  106. 
under  the  Protectorate,  281. 

ordinance  or  act  of  state  for  the  preservation  of  the 

works,  282. 
adoption  by  the  company  of  the  laws  and  custoiQS  of 
Romney  Marsh,  303. 
proceedings  of  government  after  the  death  of  Cromwell,  328. 
under  Charles  II,  329.    See  Charles  II. 
navigation  through,  703. 
See  also  Table  of  Contents, 

Great  Ouzb  River,  6. 
outfalls  to  sea,  6. 

Great  River,  21. 

Grunty  Fen  Drain,  200 

GuASH,  River,  12. 

GVRVII, 

state  of  the  Great  Level  under  the  ancient  Gyrviii  66. 


H. 


Haltoft's  Commission,  73. 

Hahmond*s  Eau,  198, 

Hardwicke,  Earl  of,  505,  fi. 

present  surveyor  general,  511 . 
biographical  notice  of,  ibid. 

Hare, 

transaction  with  Sir  Thomas,  713. 

Haven, 

of  King's  Lynn,  754, 

Hazel  Nuts, 

found  in  the  soil  of  the  Fens,  419.  421. 
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UxATHCOtB,  Jnhn,  E«i]. 

biographical  no^ce  of,*Wl,  n. 
Hbskv  I., 

stale  of  the  Grent  Level  tu^r,  K. 
Hkkrt  IV  , 

ilatc  orthe  Great  Level  nii<Ier,  71. 
Hmbv  v., 

a(ate  of  tbc  Great  Level  ODiler,  ibi^. 
Hb!i«»  VI., 

sl&tc  of  ilie  Great  Level  cndcr.  ibtd. 
Uen-bv  Vlt., 

state  of  theCrcnt  Level  under,  7J. 
IIiNBy  VIII., 

Btate  of  the  Great  Level  under,  74. 
acts  »f  parliament,  75. 
HsHBEfiT,  Arthur, Earl  of  Tortiiigton. 

biogrnphical  notice  of,  407,  b.  471,*. 
Hion  A.vD  Low  WiTRii,  47. 
Uiaiii.AM>  Eabtb, 

diOiculty  of  obtnining,  691 . 
Hill'bCut,  1\3. 
Holland, 
f         itBle  of,  with  regard  lit  drainage,  0S, 
^v       navigation,  ibid. 

distitiguished  from  rianderB,  09. 
Great  Level,  100. 

HOLLANUKRH, 

in  Englunil,  01. 

settlement  of,  in  England,  79. 
Holywell, 

jurisdiction  of  Bedford  Level  corporation  ends  r 
place,  U4. 
HoBBB  Mills, 

dm  in  age  by,  420. 

HOOUKNOTS, 

massacre  of,  and  consequence  of,  79, 
Human  Houiks, 

discovered  in  the  Fens,  4'Jl. 


Hi 
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Jm|irovement  of,  7'J5. 

flUBpension  bridge,  700. 

lIuNTINUfON. 

sfssiori  of  sewers  iit,  under  Clwrlcs  I., 
HvKU  llivEii,  2!). 
Ilvoim,  ur  vEuAR,  tS. 
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I. 

Inclosurb, 

general  inclosure  clause^  403. 

repealed,  405. 
of  marshland  Smeath  and  Fen,  783. 

IscLOBnum  Acts, 
proTiio  in,  008. 
general  saTing  iu,  009. 

Incohb, 

summary  of  annual  income  of  corporation,  035. 

Indbnturb  op  14  Parts,  111. 

Interest, 

on  corporation  debt  punctually  paid,  653. 
See  also  Debt, 

Inundation, 

causes  of,  &c.,  44. 
See  further,  T\des, 

Isle  of  Ely, 

marquess  of;  origin  of  title,  138,  n. 

IvsL  River,  29. 

J. 

James  I., 

accession  of,  86. 

state  of  the  Great  Level  under,  86. 

his  personal  interest  in  the  drainage,  87. 

his  letters  to  the  commissioners  of  sewers>  &c.,  88. 

becomes  the  undertaker  of  the  worki  91. 

his  recompense,  ibid. 

invitation  of  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden,  92. 

political  embarrassments,  102. 

neglect  of  fens,  103. 

See  also  Table  of  Contents,  Ch*  t. 

Jbnyns,  Georqb  Leonard,  Esq.,  17S,  fi. 

Jenyns,  Soame,  Esq., 

biographical  notice  of,  491,  n. 

John  op  Grunt's  dteigtk,  6^. 

JOLLIPPB,  HyLTON,  KsQ., 

engaged  with  Sir  Edward  Banks,  774. 
marriage  of,  774,  n. 

JoLLiFPB,  William  John, 

his  works  with  Sir  Edward  Banks,  774,  &c. 

Jurats,  306. 
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particulars  of  (he  13,000  acres  alloUed  to  the,  6)4. 
Kino's  Binch,  Codkt  of, 

power  of,  OTer  corporations,  637. 
by  mandamas,  ibid. 
KiNfi*s  Lands, 

how  taxed,  401.  630. 
Kino's  Lynn, 

session  of  sewera  At,  under  Charles  1.,  103. 

origin  of  name,  7&2. 

site  of  town,  753. 

haven  of,  75*. 

commerce  of,  7&&. 


Labklvs, 

opinion  of,  290. 

his  scheme  for  re-erection  of  Denver  Sluice,  746. 

LiABOUBRHB, 

petition  of,  for  payment,  228. 
Lake,  or  Mildknball  Ritkr,  S. 

outfalls  to  sea,  0.  SB. 
Lark,  Rivbk, 

its  source  and  navigation,  36. 
Lrsskh  Ovzk,  or  Branuon  Rivbr,  0. 

outfalls  to  sen,  0,  36. 

its  source  and  current,  30. 

its  navigation,  ibid. 

acts  of  parliament  relating  to,  ibid. 

Lktels. — See  also  Be9fjciTd  LeceL^-Grtat  LewL 
each  formed  into  a  distinct  government,  437. 
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JLONDONBRS^  THE, 

attempts  at  drainage,  101. 
Liode,  ibid. 

Lords, 

elected,  305--6. 

Lot-book, 

contents  of,  649. 

kept  by  the  register,  649.  669. 

formerly  kept  by  receiver  and  expcnditor-general,  660. 

new  one  prepared  by  register,  621). 

Lynn, 

port  of,  762. 

Ltnk  Law,  107.  426.  604. 

some  papers  relative  to,  saved  from  fire  of  London,  667. 

M. 

Mace, 

presented  by  William,  Earl,  and  afterwards  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford, 628,  n. 
kept  in  custody  of  serjeant  at  mace,  669. 

Mace,  Serjeant  at. — See  Serjeant  at  Mace. 

Magdalen  Bridge,  37. 
tolls,  779. 

Mandamus. 

writ  of,  637. 
Market, 

at  Thorney,  676. 

Marquess  of  tbe  Isle  of  Ely, 
origin  of|  138,  n. 

Marshland, 

contents  of,  781,  it. 

district,  781. 

outfiEiU,  ibid. 

drainage,  ibid. 

road  and  bridge,  782. 

debt,  783. 

Smeath  and  Fen,  783. 

inclosed,  ibid. 

drained,  ibid. 

tax,  784. 

Marshland  Cut,  199. 
account  of,  708. 
improTement  of,  712.  716. 

Mary,  Queen, 

state  of  the  Great  Level  under,  78. 

Medium  Tax,  620. 


east  fliTisii 

boundarjea,  ibid. 

banks,  ibid. 

sluices  and  tunneU,  (ilH*. 

bridges,  ibid. 

river,  ibid. 

Nene  act,  70C. 
wist  division, 

case  respecting,  107. 

Tongs  drain,  708. 

Wisbech  canal  act,  717. 

Ashline's  sluice,  719. 
river  act,  720. 

barrier  bank  nets,  723, 

natural  and  attificiul  rivers,  ibid. 

sluices,  724. 

private  tolls,  ibid. 

bankers,  725. 
MiDDLESBx  Keoistrv  Acts. — See  Regutraiion  of  Deed*. 
MiLDENBALL,  OR  Lark,  River, 
oulfalls  to  Bca,  0. 

UlLLS, 

drainage  by,  420. 
presented  as  nuisances,  427. 

proceedings  in  Chancery,  ibid.— See  abo  note  in  Tc 
Contents,  p.  xiv. 
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Milton^  Lord  Viscount,  511,  n. 
MivoE  Bamk8>  Md,  0S9. 
Minute  Book,  531^  546. 

MoNASTSBfES, 

diaaolution  of,  75. 

Moore's  Drain,  108. 

Morton,  Bishop, 
errors  of,  2U2. 

Morton's  Leam,  72.  113. 

Myrica  Galk, 

fouad  in  dto  turf  «»OQr0»  4'2l. 

N. 

Names, 

origin  of  French  names  in  the  Fens^  04. 

Names  of  Cases  cited  or  REjrERgBD  to. — See  Coies. 

Names  of  Persons  particularly  noticso  or  bbfebbbd  to  in 
THIS  volume. 
Search  for  tk$  name  required,  (if  not  included  in  the  fol- 
lowing  listf)  under  its  proper  head  in  this  Index, 
Adeane,  Henry,  Esq.,  25. 
AUix  Peter,  Esq.,  ibid, 
Annesley,  Arthur,  £sq»,  506,  tsd  n. 
Arundel,  Earl  of,  208,  and  n. 
Bath,  Marquess  of,  180,  n. 
Beales,  Samuel  Pickering,  Esq.,  240,  u. 
Bedford.— See  Bedford. 
Bernardin  St.  Pierre,  52* 
Besborough^  Earl  of^  607,  n. 
Browne,  11. 

Burgess,  Thomas,  Esq.,  502,  n. 
Burghley,  house  of>  11, 
Bnrghley,  Lord,  84. 
Cecil,  Sir  Thomas,  84. 
Cecil,  Sir  William,  81.84. 
Chicheley,  Thomas,  Esq.,  456,  n, 
Childers,  John  Walbank,  Esq.,  92,  ». 
Coe,  Alderman,  25. 
Cole,  Charles  Nalsop^  Esq.,  4d8,  su 
DAlva,  Duke,  70. 
De  la  Pryme,  04,  n. 
Downshire,  Marchioness  of,  188,  n. 
Drage,  John,  Esq.,  500,  n. 
Dyson,  John,  (the  present  engineer),  572.  711. 
Eardley,  Sampson  Lord,  02,  ii. 


MiO  INOBX. 

Names — (conti'i  ued). 

Evana.  Hugh  Robert,  Ea(|.,  (the  present  reeeirer  anil  «- 

penditor  geoera)),  !><iC-  A03. 
Exeter,  Marquess  of,  84. 

Fellowes,  William  Henry,  Esq.,  HI.  50-2,  n.  500,  n. 
Fiennes,  the  Konurabic  William  Thomas  Twiselton,  303,  m. 

Sie,  aoiU. 
Filzivilliamj,  Sir  William,  01, 
Fitzroy,  house  of,  40, 
Gonlncr,  John,  Esq.,  '18J>,  and  n. 
Gcrari),  Sir  Gilbert,  jun.,  Knt.,  4o6,  n. 
Gideon,  Sir  SanifisoD,  Bart  ,501,  n. 

Girt!l«Ione,  Steetl,  Esq,  (the  present  auditor).  Ma,  7l«. 
Gorges,  Lord,  181,  n. 
Gould,  Sir  Charles,  60S,  and  n. 
Grangers,  family  uf,  44U. 
Ground,  Mr.,  602,  n. 
Gwydir,  Lord,  8. 
Hale,  Sir  Matthew,  32». 
Haltoft,  Gilbert,  Baron,  72. 
tlarilwicke.  Earl  of,  26.  160. 
Hare^Scc  Hare. 
Henley,  Robert,  Esq.,  220,  h. 

Herbert,  Arthur,  Earl  of  Tarrington,   107,  n.  471,  ii. 
[ngle.  Alderman,  25. 
Jackson,  716. 
Jenyns,  Rev.  George,  26. 
Jenyns,  George  LeonBrd,  Eeq..  172. 
Jlolliffe,Hylton,  Esq.,  774. 
JolliiT,-,  \\'illi;im  John,  ibid, 
I.ep,  William,  Esq.,  101. 

Little,  John,  (one  of  the  present  superintendents),  674. 
Manners,  Lord  Robert,  93,  n. 

Marshall,  William,  (the  present  serjeant  at  mace),  571. 
Mawson,  Dr.  Mattitia*.  Bishop  of  Ely,  747. 
Montagu,  Sir  Edward,  01. 
Morgan,  Sir  Charles,  606,  and  n.  610,  n. 
Moiris,    Matthew  Robinson,    afterwards     Lord   Rokeby, 

499,  H. 
Morton,  Bishop  of  Elv,  TA. 
Nevili,  10, 

Norwich,  Earl  of,  190,  and  «. 
Orion,  Thomas,  Esq.,  722. 
Osborni',  Lord  Francis  Godolphin,  510,  r 


e  of  the  preser; 
I'agc,  Jonathan,  Esq,,   507,  n. 
Tuhner,  Sir  Jolni,  10. 
Peyton,  Sir  John,  Bart.,  89. 
Pophani,  C.  J.,  »3. 


iuperintendents),  571. 
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Nambs — (continued), 

Pryme,  George,  Esq.,  05,  it. 

Purchase^  Alderman,  20. 

Pym,  123. 

Rennie,  John,  Esq.,  60. — See  also  Rennie, 

Richmond,  Margaret,  Countess  of,  72. 

Royston,  Lord,  611  and  n. 

Russell,  Colonel  John,  14(t. 

Saint  John,  123.155. 

Sandys,  Sir  Edward  Bayntum,  Bart.,  188,  n. 

Sapcote,  Robert,  Esq.,  81. 

Sedgley,  Joseph,  (one  of  the  present  superintendents),  574. 

Sherard,  Castell,  Esq.,  220,  n. 

Smith,  Sir  Culling,  Bart.^  617. 

Smith,  Thomas,  15. 

Sondes,  Liord,  10. 

Spooner,  Thomas,  Esq.,  516,  n. 

Tavistock,  Francis,  Marquess  of,  killed  by  a  fall  from  his 

horse,  500,  n. 
Tenterden,  Lord,  591. 
Tharpe,  220,  n. 
Thomson,  Esq.,  486,  n. 
Thurlowe,  250. 
lliynne,  Baron,  180. 
Townley,  Rer.  W.  Gale,  750. 
Townly,  R.  G.  Esq.,  25. 
Townshend,  Charles  Lord  Viscount,  495,  n. 
Wandley,  Hugh,  711. 

Wells,  Samuel,  Esq.,  508.  556.— See  also  fFeih. 
Wells,  Wm.,  Esq.,  514,  n. 
Westmoreland,  Lord,  89. 
Westerdyke. — See  fVesterdyke. 
Weymouth,  Viscount,  180. 
Winchelsea,  Earl  of,  12. 

Wing,  Tycho,  Esq.,  (one  of  the  conservators),  664,  n.  718. 
Yorke,  Admiral  Sir  Joseph,  767. 

Nar,  or  Sandringham  Eau,  River,  6. 
outfalls  to  sea,  6. 

Natural  Proddctions  of  thb  Fbxs,  418. 

Natural  Rivbrs.— See  Riven. 

Navigation, 

early  dissensions  between  drainage  and,  6*J9. 
through  the  Great  Level,  703. 

Navigation  Act,  212,  n. 

NiSAP  Tides,  49. 

Nen,  Nknb,  or  Nine  River, 
outfalls  to  sea,  6. 
its  course  and  bridge,  12. 

VOL.  L  3  H 
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case  respecting,  7U7* 
commissioners  of,  710,  n, 

bow  affected  by  Wisbech  canal  act,  71^—7. 

how  elected,  718. 
clerk  and  treasurer  to  trustees  of,  ibid. 

Nbnb, 

bridge  act,  682. 
outfall,  683. 

case  concerning,  684^  ii. 
debt,  719. 
officers,  ibid, 
bridges  over,  by  whom  erected,  761,  n. 

NlWTOIf, 

his  theory  of  the  tides,  45. 
Tydd  and,  drainage  act,  67B. 

New  Adyrnturebs,  352. 

New  Soutb  £au,  113. 

NoBTH  Level, 

extent  of  the,  106.  661,  664,  n. 

works  of  the,  ibid. 

made  a  dbtinct  government,  437. 

how  taxed,  621. 

revenues  of,  separated  from  the  other  two  Levels,  621  j 

640. 
revenues  of,  taken  from  control  of  corporation,  662. 
passing  of  first  North  Level  act,  662. 
accounts  between  that  and  the  other  Levels,  663. 
second  North  Level  act,  ibid, 
officers  of,  664. 
divided  into  five  districts,  ibid. 

their  several  contents  and  boundaries,  665—6. 

water  for,  how  conveyed,  666, 
external  works  of  drainage,  ibid, 
banks,  667. 
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North  Level  (continued). 

internal  works  of  drainage  under  management  of  North 

Level  committee,  066, 
its  ancient  and  modern  works  of  drainage ; 

banks,  667. 

rivers,  668. 

public  roads,  669. 

private  —  ibid. 

drainages,  ibid. 

public  tolls,  670. 

private ibid. 

sluices,  ibid. 

ferries,  671. 

bridges  (public),  ibid. 
'  (private),  672. 
officers,  ibid. 

duties,  ibid. 

taxes,  673. 

Kinderley*8  Cut,  676. 

Tydd  and  Newton  drainage  act,  678. 

Ncne  bridge  act,  682. 

— -  outfall,  683. 

case  concerning,  684,  n, 
intended  improvement  of,  690. 
water,  how  furnished  in  dry  seasons,  670,  it. 

North  division  op  Middle  Level. — See  Middle  Level, 

o. 

Oatha  op  Ofpicb, 

administered  by  the  register,  628.  530. 
form  of,  529. 

Officers, 

appointment  of,  539. 

surveyor  general,  641. 

register,  545. 

receiver  and  expenditor  general,  557. 

auditor,  565. 

Serjeant  at  mace,  568. 

engineer,  571, 

superintendents,  573. 

sluice  keepers,  680. 

of  North  Level,  672. 

duties,  ibid. 

Old  Adtenturrrs,  352. 

Old  Bedford  River,  112. 

Old  Bedford  Sluice,  721. 
Old  Po-dyke,  60. 

3h2 


Okdinakck, 

for  preservation  of  worke  of  Great  Level,  282. 
OHFoan.  Eafl  of, 

biograiihical  notice  of,  4tit>,  n. 

OUTTAI.!., 

of  Marshland,  781. 
of  Nene  bridge,  083. 
OuTrALLS  to  Ska, 

neglected  by  Vermuydcn,  292. — Ami  see  {'ermvifdeii. 

OuES,  RlVBR, 

its  course,  SO. 

ii))Utnd  waters,  where  emptied,  29. 
navigation  of,  30. 

acts  uf  {lartiament  relating  to,  30.  34. 
sire»m  of,  US. 
(Ii»|>ules  respecting,  ibid, 
tieluw  Denver  Sluice,  30. 
brklgeB,  37. 
Odzb, 

tmprorement  of  river,  755. 
bridges  over,  77i>. 

Dutvnbam  bridge^  ibid. 

Stow  bridge,  ibid. 

Magdalen  bridge,  ibid. 

German's  bridge,  780. 


Parliament,  Acts  or, — See  Aclt  of  Parluimenl. 

pAai.lAMR\T, 

proceedings  in,  oa  bills  rclntive  to  Bedford  licvel,  003. 
duties  of  register  as  to  bills  before,  OOi. 
Pabtbbrichb, 

Sir  Edward's  proposal,  182. 

PaBTICI  PANTS, 

distinguished  from  the  "  adventurers  "  and  "the  compa- 
ny," 100. 
FBAEtRK  Drain,  113. 
Peat, 

used  fur  fuel,  7W. 


^ 
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PsTTON>  Henby  Dasbwood^  Ehq., 
biographical  notice  of,  603,  n. 

Peyton,  Sir  John,  Bart., 
anecdote  of,  1^. 

Phenomena, 

of  the  Fens,  417. 

PiPRfl, 

meaning  of,  447. 

Plants  and  natural  frodvctions,. 
of  the  Fens,  418. 

POPHAM ,  C.  J., 

attempt  at  drainage,  101  • 

Poker,  the, 

ynhy  so  called,  708,  »• 

Pretended  Act,  165. 

not  now  an  available  law,  167. 
provisions  of,  686. 

Priority  of  Title, 

case,  and  argument  thereon,  693. 

Private  Bridges.— See  Bridgei. 

Private  District  Act, 
first,  437. 
drainage  under,  438. 

Private  Drainages, 

of  the  North  Level,  060. 

Private  Roads. — See  Roads, 

Private  Tolls.— See  TolU. 

Prosecution, 

particulars  relative  to  a  prosecution  of  Thomas  Carter  and 
others,  for  misbehaviour  at  election  duj,  477. 

Protectorate. — See  Comfmmwealth,  Cramweil, 

Public  Bridges. — See  Bridgei. 

Public  Houses, 

source  of  revenue,  831  • 
list  of,  632. 
situation,  ibid, 
annual  rental,  ibid. 

Public  Roads. — See  Roads, 

Public  Tolls.— See  ToUs. 

Puddling  » 

system  of,  600. 

Purchase, 

power  of  B.  L.  C.  to  purchase  and  hold  lands,  626. 


elected  annually,  657. 

duties,  ibid. 

fonnerly  kept  a  lot-book,  559. 

interest  due  on  corporation  debt  under  his  control ,  502. 

enters  into  bond  with  sureties  for  due  execution  of  offic 

562. 
oath  of,  563. 
salary,  563. 
acquittance-fee,  ibid, 
list  of  persons  who  have  held  this  oflScei  from  1663  to  t 

present  period,  563. 
when  subject  to  directions  of  auditor,  566. 

Rbcoveby, 

where  deed  making  tenant  to  the  pradpe  is  not  register 
till  after  Term  in  which  recovery  suffered,  if  valid,  58 

Rbbds, 

in  Fens,  used  for  thatching,  788. 

Rbforuation, 

effect  of  the,  on  the  Great  Level,  76. 

Rbgister,  300. 

administers  oaths  of  office,  528.  530. 

form  of,  529. 
draws  up  all  orders  of  dbrporation  and  board,  581. 
chief  paid  officer  of  corporation,  545. 
elected  annually  at  April  meeting,  ibid, 
sworn  officer,  ibid. 

no  deputy,  except  in  cases  of  illness,  &c.,  ibid, 
salary,  ibid. 

additional  annual  gratuity,  ibid, 
duties,  546.559. 
keeps  all  the  records,  &c.,  546. 
qualifications  of,  549.  550. 
fees,  551. 
reffulations  on  death  of.  552. 
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ReGIBTRATION  OF  DkRDS, 

case,  and  argument  thereon,  503. 
orders  and  bye-laws  respecting,  600. 

Registbt  Acts. — See  Registration  of  Deeds. 

Rbnnir^  Johv,  (the  late), 

biographical  notice  of^  7G8. 
works,  770. 
marriage,  771. 
death,  ibid, 
family,  ibid. 

Restoration. — See  Charles  II. 

Revenues  op  the  Corporatiov, 
power  of  board  over,  627. 

See  also.  Banks;  Cottages;  Encroachments;  Fisheries;  Pub- 
iic'houses;  Taxes;  Toils. 

RlVEBS, 

banks  and  fisheries  of,  let  triennially,  034. 

of  east  division  of  Middle  LeveH  099. 

of  north  division  of  Middle  Level,  005. 

of  south  division  of  Middle  Level,  097. 

of  the  North  Level,  608. 

of  South  Level,  730. 

weeding  of,  to  be  attended  to  by  superintendents,  57B. 

Rivers, 

Brandon,  or  Lesser  Ouze,  0. 

Cam,  0. 

Chater,  12. 

Glen,  or  Glean,  0. 

Grant,  0. 

Granta,  22. 

Great  Ouze,  0. 

Guash,  12. 

Hundred  Feet,  30. 

Hyee,  29. 

Ivel,  ibid. 

Lark,  or  Mildenhall,  6. 

Lesser  Ouze,  or  Brandon,  ibid. 

Mildenhall,  or  Lark,  ibid. 

Mar,  or  Sandringham  £au,  ibid. 

outfalls  to  sea,  ibid. 
Nen,  Nene,  or  Nine,  17. 
Ouze,  26. 

Sandringham  Eau,  or  Nar,  6. 
Stoke,  or  Wissev,  ibid. 
Ten  Mile,  20. 
Vealland,  0.  10. 
Welland,  0. 


Wimtj  or  Stoke.  6. 

Ar  pirti^^don  rdslitc  to  (k*  i 


(pid>1ic)(/Norfh  Leivl, 

{privrnte)    


<  nam,  tt*  tkm 


ibkL 


N 


•talc  of  the  Great  Level  at  tbeir  mrrival,  57. 

Ibe  lirsl  undertaken  of  the  Jrunage,  66, 

worlu  and  farlifiratioo*,  ibicL 

Ronuu)  banks,  50. 

Old  Podyke,  00 

Cirr,  or  Corr  IHkc,  itnd. 

departure  of  ihe,  01. 

RpUXBV  MlBSD, 

account  of,  200. 

law*  and  cuslums  nf,  ■dofitei]  bjtlie  CompMif,  303. 

lords  elected,  3il&. 

steward,  itxt. 

register,  ibid. 

baUiff,  ibiil. 

jumt!^,  ibid. 

lords,  307. 

espenditur,  314. 

•eijeatit,  ibid. 

batlilTB,  ibid. 
Russell, 

Honornblc  Wjllinm,  407.461,  n. 
Right  Honorable  Adniiml,  4tfO,  n. 


Saint  CBitHAN'*  BamcE,  37. 
Saint  Ivkb'  I  aw,  118. 

reversHi  vf,  127. 

('ccree  under,  Ao5. 
Saint  Ivf.b'  Staunch,  C4. 
Saint  John,  Oliver, 

prepared  the  pretended  act,  1.^4. 

memoir  uf,  177,  200. 

desertion  of,  327. 
St.  Johns  Eau. 

origin  of,  in2,  738. 

wbysoc-illcJ,  ICO. 


—See  the  names  of  the  iliffiTinl  office 
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SaLTBB*8  LODBf 

discoveries,  when  excavated^  419. 
Salter's  Lodb  Sluicb>  724. 
Sam's  Cut,  1 12. 
Sandall*8  or  Sandy's  Cut,  113. 

Sanoringham  Eau,  or  Nar  Ritbr, 
outfalls  to  sea,  6. 

Sandwich,  £arl  of, 

biographical  notice  of,  497,  n. 

Sandy's  or  Sandall's  Cut,  113. 
origin  of  name,  399. 

Saxons, 

state  of  Great  Level  nnder  the,  02. 

Scotch, 

their  resemblance  to  the  Jews,  87. 

as  a  nation  inferior  to  Englishmen,  245.  7G8« 

Scotch  Prisoners, 

employment  of,  and  proceedings  relative  theretOi  2S8« 

Seal  ok  Corporation. — Sec  T%iU. 

Select  body. — See  Board. 

Sebjeant  at  Mace, 

elected  annually,  568. 
oath  of  office,  ibid, 
duties,  ibid, 
qualifications,  688. 
has  the  custody  of  the  mace,  ibid, 
fees,  570. 

list  of  persons  who  have  held  the  office  from  1888  to  the 
present  period,  570. 

Sbwebs,  Commission  of, 

general  session  at  Stamford,  14. 

issued  und^  Edward  VI.,  78. 

13&20Eliz.,  80. 

meeting  of  commissioners,  83. 

sessions  of,  at  Huntingdon  under  Charles  L,  103. 

King's  Lynn,  ibid. 

commission  of,  under  Charles  II.,  319. 

general  commissions  of,  5B4. 

general  drainage  act,  587. 

select  body  of  corporation  appointed  commissionerB  of, 

588. 
power  to  make  new  works,  688,  b. 
revival  of  court  of,  591. 

power  of  Bedford  Level  corporation  as  commissioners  of, 
533. 

VOU  I.  3  I 


ShikbDrain^  113. 

Short  Tkv, 
tax,  786. 

Single  Tax,  0SO, 

SiXTBBN-FCBT  RiTER,  198« 

Skeleton  of  fish, 

foand  in  Huntingdonshire,  420. 

Sluices, 

of  east  diTision  of  Middle  Level,  699.  724. 

of  north  divison  of  Middle  Level,  695. 

of  south  division  of  Middle  Level,  697. 

of  the  North  Level,  670. 

of  the  South  Level,  729. 

of  South  Level  blown  up,  742. 

Sluice- KBBPEBS, 

subject  to  engineer  and  superintendents,  577. 

authority  of,  ibid. 

elected  annually,  680. 

duty,  ibid. 

to  keep  accounts  of  height  of  waters,  &c.,  681. 

oath  of  office,  682. 

list  of  present  sluice  keepers,  and  their  salaries,  ibid. 

Smith's  Leam,  197. 

SoHAM  Mebb,  448. 

Soil, 

of  the  fens,  418. 

South  Holland, 

boundary  of,  786. 
drainage,  ibid. 

South  Level, 

works  of  the,  199. 
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South  Level  (continued). 

proceedings  with  reference  to  the^  227. 

employment  of  Scotch  prisoners,  and  proceedings  relatiTe 

thereto,  228. 
state  of,  under  the  Commonwealth,  246. 
employment  of  Dutch  prisoners,  260. 
second  and  last    adjudication,   and  proceedings  relative 

thereto,  250.  276. 
made  a  distinct  government^  437. 
how  taxed,  021. 
its  boundary,  727. 
corporation  works,  ibid, 
banks,  728. 
^  sluices  and  tunnels^  720. 

.  bridges,  ibid, 
rivers,  790. 
washes,  ibid. 
Eau  Brink  Cut,  IM. 

Rennie*s  report,  and  resolution  thereon,  733. 
Dyson's  ditto.  734. 
St.  John's  Eau,  730. 
Denver  Sluice,  739. 

demolition  of,  742. 
improvement  of,  747. 

South  division  op  Middle  Level. — See  Middle  Level. 

Speabs, 

found  in  the  Middle  Level,  421. 

Spring  Tides,  49. 

Standground  Sluice,  724. 

Starlings,  788. 

Statutes. — See  JcU  o/PariiamenU 

Stampokd, 

corporation  of,  14. 

Steam  Engines, 

adoption  of,  in  Fens,  100,  n. 
drainage  by,  439.  ^ 

See  note  in  Table  of  ContenU,  p.  xiv. 

Stephen, 

state  of  the  Great  Levd  under,  65. 

Steward,  306. 

Sticklebacks, 

river  fomous  for,  12. 

Stoke  or  Wissbt  River, 
outfalls  to  sea,  6. 

Stonea  Drain,  198. 

3  I  2 


■ijtfituitT   ,1   .uiIet'.uiBi-  ST.  M9. 
rrauiuu.   icre  <aA.  -UNt. 

;jiiM.ecuinK:t  oa  sues,  JUtl.  r2C£. 

iuicuiue  ')(  outid    !)  Mkiiile  tnu  »uui  Lt^'vi'.  'be  'zxe  jC 
■*iutn   ire  •>rtiemi  :o  Je  lauuuUv  itruucteu.  'ilT. 


Nona  L.t;^cita:L,  'iSI. 
Miiiole  .uiu  ?auiii  Luvei  'ax,  tbiU. 
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Taxes — (continuetl) . 

particulars  of  tax*  calculated  when  a  tax  and  three  quarters 

are  charged  for  Middle  and  South  Levels,  and  a  quarter 

upon  North  Level,  626. 
according  to  tax  roll^  0*27. 
regulations  respecting  the  collection  of>  626. 
of  North  Levels  673. 

Tax  Act, 

enactment  and  utility  of,  400. 

king*s  land,  how  taxed,  401. 

conduct  of  commissioners,  402. 

paniculars  of  adventurers'  lands,  with  the  quantity  charged 

at  each  sort  or  degree  under  the,  624. 
adventurers*  lands,  with  particulars  of  the  quantity  lying  in 

the  different  levels  charged  at  each  sort,  625. 

Tax  Roll, 

prepared  by  the  register,  660. 

Telpord,  Thomas,  Esq., 

biographical  notice  of,  772. 

Temporary  Act, 
first,  337. 
second,  343. 

Ten  Mile  River,  26. 

Tbetpord,  Coepoeatioh  of, 

power  of,  with  respect  to  the  Lesser  Ouze,  39. 

Thornbt  Lordship,  666. 
fairs  at,  676, 
market,  ibid. 

Thurlow's  Draiit,  108. 

Tidal  Waters,  46. 

TioD  AND  Newton, 
drainage  act,  678. 

Tides, 

Newton*s  theory  of,  46. 
Aristotle's,  46. 
Kepler's,  ibid. 
Galileo's,  ibid. 
Descartes',  ibid, 
high  and  low  water,  47. 
spring  and  neap  tides,  49. 

Title, 

to  lands,  (put  up  for  sale  as  forfeited  lands)  through  the 
medium  of  a  bargain  and  sale  under  the  corporate 
seal,  624. 

Tolls, 

of  the  Welland,  16. 
are  let  trienniaUy,  633. 


i 


"t; 


Of  stow  bridge,  iDid. 

of  German's  Bridge,  780. 

ToNOS  DlUtN> 

account  of,  199.  708. 
improTement  of,  71*2.  716. 
use  of,  737. 

TowNSHBND,  GsoBGB  Marquess  of>  609,  h. 
See  also  Gardner,  under  title  Names, 

Tbees, 

trunks  of,  found  in  the  Fens,  418.  420. 

Tunnels, 

of  east  division  of  Middle  Level,  099. 
of  South  Level,  729. 

TUBF, 

nature  of,  418. 

power  of  corporation  to  restrain  digging,  619,  ». 

used  for  fuel,  790. 

TuBF  Act, 

object  of,  617. 

particulars  of  lands  released  under,  618. 

power  of  corporation  to  restrain  the  digging  of  turf,  619 

TmiP  WATER, 

qualities  of,  418. 
Twenty  Feet  Ritbr,  198. 

Tydd  and  Newton, 
drainage  act,  678. 

u. 

Uoo  Meer,  460. 

Undertakers,  The,  88. 

Vrallano. — See  tVelland. 

Vbmmuyden,  Sir  Cornelius, 

invited  to  Encrland  bv  Kinsr  James  I..  02. 
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Vbrmuydek,  Sir  Cornelius —  (con^mued). 
his  discourse  on  drainage,  07. 
his  contract  with  commissioners  to   drain   Great  Level 

abandoned,  103 
engaged  by  Francis,  Earl  of  Bedford,  120. 
Hollanders  engaged  by  him,  135. 
transactions  with  him  under  the  commonwealth,  100. 

his  demands,  164. 

answers  thereto^  105. 

his  reply,  167. 

rejection  of  his  demands,  161). 

renewed  negotiations,  172.  lUl. 
intrigues  of,  180. 
triumph  of,  195. 

plan  respecting  the  South  Level,  227. 
second    and  last   adjudication,  and  proceedings   relative 

thereto,  260.  276. 
distresses  and  death  of,  288. 
errors  of,  290. 
last  record  of  that  family,  457,  n. 

Vrrmuyden's  Eau,  198. 

VisiTORiAL  Jurisdiction,  534.  535.  537. 

writ  of  mandamus,  537. 
Voters. — See  Board, 

w. 

Waldersea  Act,  91. 
Wandsford  Bridge, 

anecdote  respecting,  19. 

Warping, 

signification  of>  786. 

Wa^hAct,  663. 
Washes, 

of  South  Level,  730. 
Water, 

how  provided  for  North  Level  in  dry  seasons,  670,  n. 
Water  Mills, 

drainage  by,  437. 

And  see  Tabic  of  Contents,  p.  xiv.  «. 

Wkbding, 

of  rivers,  attended  to  by  superintendents,  678. 

Welchb*s  Dam,  200. 

Welland,  River, 

outfalls  to  sea,  6. 

its  source  and  current,  9. 

acts  of  parliament  affecting,  9.  13. 

origin  of  the  word,  9. 

the  neighbourhood,  and  seats,  ibid, 

tolls,  15. 

fishery,  ibid* 
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WtLLM.  SiMrat.,  Em  .  (late  Bc^utcr).  MB, «. 
Wblw,  Samckl,  E*«^  (prcacBt  Be$i*ter), 

bcanirtr  and  clerk  olnmSeof,  710. 

tl(H  to  HkUle  L«*d  cnnBtiaatonef*,  T2S. 

QMileria  In*  Mtire  pUee,  12S. 
WssTraoTH.  Itl.  t&i. 

cotunllcd,  Bfld  hi*  opinuNi,  392. 

WMTt>». 

bU  «|ii>ltaUMMi  to  partbuDOit  fur  the  3000  Sf  res,  173. 
Wmt  RirKB,  ». 

bridgt!  OTCf,  «,  «. 

WBTTTLMrr  DucB,  17. 
WarrTLBSBT  Msrs, 

origin  unknnnn,  440. 

rights  of  tbhing  in,  -1 :0. 

WlLLUU    THE    CnSQUEROK 

atate  of  ilic  Gr«l  Level  unrlcr,  ft.'i. 
WisD  M.i.t.f, 

likely  lo  be  esiiloilt-d,  100,  «. 
_W«BBCO,  20. 
briJ^,2l, 
cnnal  net,  717. 

commisstoners  of,  howclecleil,  71B- 
clerks  of,  ibid. 
WiSBCLR  HiNOBEn, 
boundary,  787. 

reeds,  7Hn. 
WiRBEY,  OK  Stoke  ItivRR, 
oulCalls  to  sea,  0.  3U. 

WlSgBY.ltrVBK, 

its  source  and  current,  42. 
ivigatiitn,  ibid. 


^.1U  o 

,  ibid. 

WOBKS, 

of  the 

corporal! 

in.  powe 

r  of  board  ov 

Y. 

Yaxlky  M 

FK,  450 

YUBKK,  1I< 

\onABLB 

Chahi.f. 

,  610. 
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